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 STRONG CHURCH SAM

C.L. – Worship

“MARKS OF A STRONG CHURCH”

(…AND A SWEET SAINT)
TEXT:  Lk.7:36-48

THESIS:  A.  What do you think of when you evaluate a strong church?  Christians who are busy, active, working, serving?  These things are the results, not the strengths.  (You see an athlete excel on the playing field.  What you are seeing is the result, not the origin.  He became a great athlete in training, not in playing;  in the gym, not on the playing field.)

               B.  What do you think of when you evaluate a strong Christian?  Someone who wins souls, works a bus route, teaches a class, etc.?  These things are the fruit, not the root.  (When you hear a great musician perform, you are seeing the product, not the preparation.  The preparation is more important than the product!  He didn’t become great on the stage, but in the music room practicing long hours, days, weeks, months & years.)  So it is with a strong church & a sweet saint!  The preparation is more necessary & important than the product;  but the product is the goal.  Christians should serve, but they should sit first!  Saints should witness, but they should worship first!  Believers should teach, but they should tarry first. 

TRANS.:  Let me give you 3 MARKS OF A STRONG CHURCH & A SWEET SAINT:
I.   DAMP EYES:  Lk.7:36-48

(LOOKING INWARD)

A.  Tears Of Affection:  



1.  Her tears of sorrow over her sinful lifestyle had been turned into tears of 

              love & joy over her forgiveness by Christ.

         2.  If love for the Lord is based upon forgiveness, we are all great debtors!  

              v.41-43




a.  Christ uses a parable to illustrate the debt this harlot owed to Him. V.47

              b.  Christ teaches a principle to illustrate the debt we all owe to Him; it is a 

                   debt of love!

ILLUS.:  She took her costly perfume or ointment with which she probably perfumed her bed of fornication (Prov.7:13-21) & anointed Him as her Messiah (“the anointed One”); she washed His feet with her tears of love from eyes formerly filled with lust; she kissed His feet with lips that had kissed others so lewdly;  she made a towel of her hair that had been plaited & adorned to attract sinful men in the past.

Perhaps there is a lesson here that we ought to use what we used to use for sinful purposes & to serve the devil with, to glorify the Lord. 

Prov.7:13-21
So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,  I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.  Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.  I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.  I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.  Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.  For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:  He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.  With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 


B.  Tears Of Affliction:



1.  This woman bowed in deep humiliation at the feet of her Savior & took the

              part of a maid-servant, to wash His feet.

ILLUS.:  The hypocritical Pharisee’s comments elicited a rebuke from Christ.  (It is interesting that this harlot is found inside the Pharisee’s house to begin with!)  He had not been a very good host to Jesus & had not provided the hospitable foot-washing (v.44), he had not given Him the customary eastern welcome kiss (v.45), nor had he anointed Him.  Jesus thus rebukes him & praises this forgiven sinner. V.47



2.  This woman’s tears were undoubtedly tears of repentance & sorrow over 

              her former lifestyle, mixed with tears of joy over Jesus’ forgiveness.

ILLUS.:  Sweet saints & hence strong churches are produced when sinners are thankful for their forgiveness & are unashamed to shed tears to acknowledge their gratitude for such salvation!  When you see saints serving wholeheartedly, you are only seeing the fruit of forgiveness, not the root of thankfulness.

II.  BENT KNEES:  Lk.10:38-42

 (LOOKING UPWARD)

A.  Worship Is Always Costly:



1.  Martha did that which was beneficial, but neglected the one thing which 

              was needful.  “one thing is needful…”  v.42

         2.  Service is wonderful, but worship must precede service.

ILLUS.:  Every so often I find someone who wants to be a bus worker, or teacher, or deacon, who enjoys the service & the limelight, but begins to skip services, not just by not showing up, but sometimes by covering up by scheduling themselves to miss preaching!  They get their priorities reversed.


B.  Worship Is Necessary:



1.  Godliness must precede service;  the heart must be prepared before the 

              hands go to work.

         2.  Someone said:  Prayer is not preparation for the work – it is the work!




a.  Talk is cheap, worship & obedience is necessary.

              b.  Worship is coming to God with a blank check & asking Him to fill it in for 

                   whatever He requires.

              c.  Worship is coming to Christ with an undivided heart.

              d.  Worship has to do with focus; it has to do with openness.  

              c.  It wasn’t that Martha was wrong for serving, she just had her priorities

                   wrong.

              d.  Service is expensive and must be paid for in advance.

              e.  Service may fail, but worship “shall not be taken away”

ILLUS.:  To speak of worship without surrender is like expecting a plane to fly with one wing.

To speak of service without worship is like driving a bicycle with only one wheel.  Worship is more satisfying than service, unless that service is preceded by worship.  

QUOTE:  “If we are quenching our thirst at forbidden fountains, we have no reason to expect God to be satisfying.”    - Erwin Lutzer   (If we crowd the Lord out of our lives by focusing on worldly things, we cannot expect Him to be satisfying to us.  If we attempt to serve Him without first coming to Him to spend time with Him, our service will be as a “tinkling cymbal & a sounding brass.”  It will be much ado about nothing.  

TRANS.:  Before serving Him, we need DAMP EYES, with tears of repentance & joy over forgiveness; we also need BENT KNEES, spending time at His feet in prayer & fellowship, but we also need…

III.  A BROKEN HEART:  

   (LOOKING OUTWARD)
Ps.34:18
The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

Rom.10:1
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

Jude 22
And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

Mt.9:36-38
But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 


A.  Compassionate Christians:



1.  At least a dozen times in the Gospels Jesus is said to be compassionate.

         2.  If we want to be like Him & in tune w/His heartbeat we must have 

              compassion;  a broken heart over the lost.




a.  Strong churches are soul-winning churches.

              b.  Sweet Christians are compassionate Christians.



3.  The focus of true worship & service is not selfish, but selfless.

         4.  A strong church must have a vision outside itself.

         5.  A sweet Christian is one who sees the spiritual needs (& even the physical

              needs) of others & moves to do what he or she can about it.

CONCL.:  The three “MARKS OF A STRONG CHURCH…& A SWEET SAINT” are 

DAMP EYES, BENT KNEES & BROKEN HEARTS!  Which of these do you lack?  All three?  One or two?  

               We cannot look outward for others, till we spend some time looking inward at ourselves and upward to our Savior.  Worship must precede service.

               Hear the indictment of our Savior to the people of His day who claimed to be serving Him:

Mt.15:7-9
Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

