A DAY THAT WILL LIVE IN INFAMY


TEXT:  Luke 23

INTRO.:  A.  Franklin D. Roosevelt was Pres. Of the United States when the 2nd World War broke out w/a sneak attack by the Jap-anese on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  He announced on radio that America had declared War on Japan and said that “December 7th 1941 (would be) A DAY THAT WOULD LIVE IN INFAMY.

B.  But the most infamous day in human history was the day Christ was crucified on Calvary!

TRANS.:  Today we will attempt to reconstruct that DAY OF INFAMY using the 4 Gospels & the details each of the Evangelists provides.  Jesus had been up for the entire night, being passed from one mock trial to another, from one leader to another, until His sentence of crucifixion was finally handed down.  It was then that the world’s “DAY OF INFAMY” began and would forever be etched upon the pages of history as well as upon the pages of Scripture & in the hearts of men…

I.  9 AM TILL NOON:

A.  Simon Helps Jesus Bear His Cross:  

Lk.23:26  And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. 

B.  Some Women Weep Over Jesus:  

Lk.23:27-29  And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him.  But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 

C.  Christ Is Crucified Between 2 Thieves:

D.  The Inscription Is Nailed to The Cross:

Lk.23:38  And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

FIRST WORD:  SUPPLICATION     “Father forgive them…”  Lk.23:34
A.  On earth Jesus exercised the prerogatives of Deity & forgave sins.

B.  On the cross He was limited to the human resource of prayer.

C.  The theme of this prayer was the object of the cross: forgiveness of sins.

D.  Christ prayed for forgiveness for the transgressors, but they could only obtain it


  thru repentance.

E.  The Soldiers Gamble For Jesus’ Garments:

Jn.19:23-24
Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 

F.  Jesus Is Mocked by The Crowd & The Thieves:

Lk.23:35-37 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,  And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. 

SECOND WORD:  SALVATION    “Today, thou shalt be w/me in paradise”  

Lk.23:39-43 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

A.  Both malefactors were equally guilty, equally close to Christ, witnessed the same events, suffering the same agony;  yet one dies impenitent in unbelief, the other repents, calls for mercy & goes to Paradise.

B.  Christ’s words prove that salvation is by faith alone.

C.  Christ’s words prove that salvation is immediate.  “Today…”
D.  Christ’s words prove the intent of salvation is fellowship w/the Lord.

THIRD WORD:  SENTIMENT    “Woman, behold thy son…Behold thy mother…”
Jn.19:26-27
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

A.  Three of the 4 followers of Christ present at the Cross were women; one His 


  mother.

B.  John was the only Apostle present & he too had previously fled:  “all forsook


Him & fled…”

ILLUS.:  After 3  ½ years of ministry, only 4 “stood by the cross.”  He had fed the multitudes, healed the sick, raised the dead, restored sight to the blind & speech to the dumb.  He had preached, prayed, taught, encouraged, counseled, consoled, loved, pitied & given eternal life…now only 4 remain as trophies of His grace & mercy. Would YOU have been in that small company that day?!

II.  NOON TILL 3PM:


A.  Darkness Descends Over The Land From the 6th Hour till the 9th Hour.
FOURTH WORD:  SEPARATION  “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
Mt.27:45-46  Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

A.  Here Jesus Is Forsaken by His Father:

1.  He had been forsaken by His household & kinsmen, His own countrymen, the multitude & His own disciples…now by His own Father.

2.  Christ fulfills the type of the scapegoat in the O.T. on whose head the sins of the people were laid & then led out into to the wilderness…forsaken!

FIFTH WORD:  SUFFERING    “I thirst...”
Jn.19:28-30  After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Ps.69:21 They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 
A.  The Dehydration of Crucifixion Was One Of The Most Excruciating Parts Of the Torture.

B.  Now That Christ Had Borne Our Sins & Discharged His Earthly Responsibil-



 ilities, He Could Focus On His Own Needs.

C.  He Was Dealing With The Triple Agony Of Body, Soul & Spirit:

a.  There was the physical pain & sufferings in His body.

b.  There was the agony of soul as God’s wrath was poured out upon Him.

c.  There was the yearning in His spirit for communion w/the Lord after His separation.

SIXTH WORD:  SUCCESS    “It is finished!”
Jn.19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

A.  The Supreme Work of The Son Is Completed.

B.  Satan Was Defeated.

C.  Salvation Was Finished.

D.  Suffering Was Over.

E.  Symbols Were Satisfied.

F.  Scripture Was Fulfilled.

G.  The Veil of The Temple Was Rent:

Lk.23:44-45 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 

H.  An Earthquake Occurs & Some Tombs Are Opened:

Mt.27:51-53 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,  And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

SEVENTH WORD:  SATISFACTION   “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit…”
Lk.23:46  And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

A.  Previously He Cried with A Loud Voice.

B.  Now He simply “said” (prayed) “Father…”

D.  Jesus Dies.

E.  The Centurion Is Saved:

Mt.27:54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
Lk.23:47 Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. 

F.  The Crowd Leaves:

Lk.23:48  And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned. 

G.  Jesus’ Side Is Pierced.

Jn.19:31-34  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.  Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 

ILLUS.:  I will never forget how Oliver Greene illustrated this event.  He said that this Roman soldier had to be the cruelest of the cruel, to stick a dead man w/a spear!  He said it is like someone who runs over a dog on the highway & then backs up & runs over it again out of sheer meanness.

CONCL.:  Truly this was “A DAY THAT WILL LIVE IN INFAMY!”  There has never been another like it & there will never be again.  But, praise God, this was also a day when God’s Word concerning the Savior was fulfilled!  It was a day when our salvation was completed.  It was a day when God’s plan of salvation was implemented!  
