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                                                        ROMANS 9 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“CARDIO-SCLEROSIS” or “HARDING OF THE HEART”
TEXT:  Romans 2:4-11

THESIS:  To show what the “hypocrite” feels & what he faces.

INTRO.:  A.  The hypocrite plays a kind of religious charade;  wanting to be judged by his appearance, rather than by his true character.  

ILLUS.:  When I was a child every Saturday morning there was a radio broadcast called “Let’s Pretend.”  There you could suspend reality for an hour and let your imagination soar.  You could be a prince, a knight, a king or whatever you wanted.  Of course it wasn’t real & you soon had to journey back to reality.  So it is in the spiritual realm.  You can pretend to be whatever you want, but you must live in reality.  God sees the reality, not your “Let’s Pretend” world.




B.  Paul forces his readers back into reality & writes to show that to whom much is given, much shall be required.  The Jew had especially been blessed of God w/their own land, Law, Temple, priesthood, providential care & promises.  But the Gentile had also been given much light, longsuffering & love.  Paul writes to reveal that all God’s goodness was bestowed on both the Jew & the Gentile to lead them to repentance.  V.4
             C.  Our focus will be on v.5 which speaks of a “hardness & impenitent heart.”
The word in Greek is “sklerotes” from which we get our English word “sclerosis” or 

hardness.  “Arterial sclerosis” is hardening of the arteries.  “Cardio sclerosis” would then be hardening of the heart.  The tragedy is that both the Jew & the Gentile are dia-agnosed by Paul has having this deadly condition.
TRANS.:  Continuing with the concept of “hypocrites in the church” we discover…

I.  WHAT THE HYPOCRITE FEELS:  v.4-6

A.  That He Deserves God’s Blessings:

ILLUS.:  Many feel that God is unjust & that they do not deserve judgment, only blessing.  They look at the Bible & see God destroying the world of Noah’s day, turning Lot’s wife into a pillar of salt, commanding Abraham to sacrifice his son, prescribing 30+ capital crimes, sending a bear to kill 40 children for mocking the prophet Elisha, slaying Uzzah for trying to save the Ark from falling & at the same time allowing many grossly immoral & idolatrous Jews & Gentiles to live.  The reason we question God about these things is that we compare His justice with mercy, rather than with Law.  When we compare His justice with His Law we see His hand of mercy again & again, even in the case of specified capital offenses.  When adultery became commonplace in Israel, instead of demanding that every adulterer be stoned, God permitted divorce as a gracious alternative.  Instead of focusing on God’s grace & mercy, people instead focus on God’s severity and judgment.  Man thinks he deserves God’s blessings, but does not deserve His judgment.  Let’s see what God has to say.

QUOTE:  Philipps:  “…men hypocritically believe that the favors of God are bestowed because, somehow, they deserve them.  Because God does not exact immediate judgment, men imagine He never will;  more, they persuade themselves He has nothing to avenge, so much so that when wars and famines do break out or personal sorrows come, they accuse and blame God for what has happened.”


1.  God’s wrath is being stored up.  V.5

ILLUS.:  Like the story of the man who hoarded gold.  He stored it in a room above his bedroom.  He kept piling up the gold coins and ingots year after year.  Finally the roof over his bed became so heavy it gave way & killed him while he slept! 
                 The word “treasurest” in v.5 speaks of “stacking up.”  God’s wrath is being stored up & will one day come crashing down on those who presume on His grace & longsuffering.  His goodness & forbearance (self-restraint, patience) are designed to lead us to repentance, not to harden our hearts!


2.  God’s wrath will be poured out.  V.6

ILLUS.:  In chap. 1 Paul declared God’s wrath on the basis of man’s rejection of the revelation of God in nature & reason.  Now he declares God’s wrath on the basis of man’s refusal to repent due to hardness of heart.  God’s goodness is designed to soften his heart, but man refuses the treatment.




When Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem and carried away captive the cream of Judean nobility, the Jews left behind began to congratulate themselves because they had escaped,  surmising that it was because of some inherent goodness God was rewarding;  this in spite of the warnings of God’s prophets Jeremiah & Ezekiel.  They failed to see that they had despised the goodness and forbearance of God.  They thought they were the recipients of deserved preferential treatment.  But Nebuchadnezzar returned.  He sacked Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple, plundered, the country, ended the monarchy & deported most of the remnant.  God’s patience, persistently abused, led to certain judgment.
II.  WHAT THE HYPOCRITE FINDS:  v.6-11

A.  Impartial Judgment:



1.  He will be judged “according to his deeds.”  V.6

ILLUS.:  Paul is not teaching salvation by character or good works here.  He is explaining another basic principle of God’s judgment.  God judges according to deeds, just as He judges according to truth.  He is dealing with the consistent actions of a person’s life, the total impact of his character & conduct.  Ex.:  David committed terrible sins;  but the total emphasis of his life was obedience to God.  Judas confessed his sin and used his blood money in Jesus’ betrayal to buy a burial plot for the poor, but the total emphasis of his life was disobedience, greed and unbelief.   -Wiersbe


2.  He will be judged according to God’s righteous judgment.  V.7-11



a.  The saved respond positively to God’s blessings.  V.7 & 10

              b.  The lost respond negatively to God’s blessings.  V.8,9





1)  Sinners do not just die & go to hell & that is then end of it.

                   2)  His torment & intensity will be based upon the light rejected, oppor-
                        tunites turned down and the goodness of God ignored.

                   3)  Those born here where the Gospel is readily available will be judged 

                        by a harsher standard than those who have never heard. 

                   4)  All judgment will be fair & impartial.  V.11

QUOTE:  O. Greene:  “…you are making the hell you will suffer, by the wickedness you are practicing.  Men are lost & separated from God because of unbelief.  Every unbeliever will open his or her eyes in hell…but every person who goes to hell will not suffer the same agony IN hell.”



c.  The Jew will be judged by the same God & the same standard as the 

                   Gentile.  V. 9-11

QUOTE:  W. Wiersbe:  “Instead of giving the Jews special treatment from God, the blessings they received from Him gave them greater responsibility to obey Him & glorify Him.”




d.  The Gentile will be judged by the same God & the same standard as the

                   Jew.  V.9-11

ILLUS.:  Lest the heathen Gentile think he is off the hook, Paul makes it abundantly clear that everyone will be judged by the same impartial and inflexible standard of righteousness.  

CONCL.:  Beware “CARDIO-SCLEROSIS” or “HARDENING OF THE HEART” toward the tender mercies & goodness, forbearance & longsuffering of God!  The day of reckoning is coming.  Paul is writing to a mixed audience of Jews & Gentiles, each with their own prejudices and problems.  He wants them to know that no one will escape God’s judgment apart from the blood of God’s dear Son!  
