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           ROMANS 33 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“…AND THE GIFT GOES ON”
TEXT:  Romans 6:19-23

THESIS:  To distinguish between slavery and freedom, good and bad fruit and wages and a gift.

INTRO.:  A.  As we complete this chapter we have the classic verse which succinctly spells out the difference between the wages of sin and the gift of God.  The Bible is filled with illustrations of the choices man is faced with;  it speaks of 2 ways, 2 ends, 2 gates, 2 paths, 2 roads, 2 trees, 2 kinds of fruit, and of course, 2 destinies.  The classic passage dealing with this dichotomy is found in Psalm 1 and speaks of 2 classes of people:  the wicked and the righteous.  The Psalm points out the progression of each.  The wicked begin by walking, then standing & finally sitting. They become increasingly settled in ungodliness by their practice of sin.  They bear no fruit;  they are barren plants, “like the chaff which the wind driveth away.”  The righteous progress in godliness.  His delight is in “the Law of the Lord,” and he produces lasting fruit and is “like a tree planted by the rivers of water,”  which yields its fruit in its season and whose leaf does not wither and whatever he does prospers. The Psalm concludes with the wicked perishing and in judgment and the righteous enjoying eternal life. 
               B.  In the beginning of our text we see 2 classes of slaves or servants.  The contrast here is between bondage and freedom;  bondage to sin and freedom in righteousness…
I.   SLAVERY/FREEDOM:  v.19, 20
ILLUS.:  Paul begins the passage by using a metaphor which his readers can relate to. “I speak after the manner of men…”  There were literally millions of slaves in the Roman Empire.  There were only 2 kinds of citizens under Roman domination, slaves and those who were either “free born” or who purchased their freedom at great cost.

A.  Transferred Loyalty:  v.19


1.  From slaves of sin to servants of the Savior.


2.  Slavery demanded complete dedication, obedience to the master and duty (faithfully 
               carrying out assigned responsibilities).




a.  When a sinner got saved, he transferred his loyalty to sin to loyalty to a new 

                    Master;  but the conditions were carried over.

               b.  A slave was a person who had to yield to his Masters whims and wishes.




c.  Paul is saying that “as” believers formerly were under sins domination, “even so”

                    must they now be under the domination of righteousness.



d.  Note the strong language the Apostle uses in describing the power of their former 

                    slavery:  “…servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity.”




e.  If there is any “secret” to victorious Christian living it is succinctly given in the 
                    phrase:  “…NOW yield your (bodily) members servants to righteousness unto 

                    holiness.”  

QUOTE:  James M. Boice:  “There is no secret formula for holiness, no magic recipe.  The only means is to realize what God has done for us, and then discipline the parts of our bodies – our minds, eyes, ears, tongues, hands and feet – to act accordingly.”



      The world always offers the quick fix to our problems.  If we are depressed go to a movie, go shopping, pop a pill, go to a seminar or to a bar to pick up a new person.  Christians look for some special “victory formula” (“let go and let God”  or  “Christ is either Lord of all or not Lord at all”  etc.).  Others search for some emotional experience and others look for miracles.  But the victory comes simply by yieldedness!
We must no longer be slaves to our “members” but servants to our Savior.

B.  Transferred Lordship:  v.20 



1.  We were slaves to sin by birth.

          2.  We became slaves to righteousness and sons of God by the new birth.

ILLUS.:  We were “free” before we were saved, i.e., “free from righteousness!”  We were figuratively and literally slaves or “servants of sin.”  The choice only becomes a reality after salvation becomes a reality.
II.  FRUIT/HARVEST:  v.21,22

A.  Poisoned Fruit = Death   v.21



1.  These 2 verses are in vivid contrast to one another.  “then…now…”


2.  Paul recognizes that his readers are believers and now look back on their sinful 

               lives as shameful.

ILLUS.:  Believers need to be ashamed of their former sinful lifestyle and of any present sin remaining in their lives.  The problem is that even Christians attempt to redefine the concept of sin.
                Dr. Karl Menniger the famous psychiatrist of the Menninger Clinic of Topeka, Kansas wrote a treatise called:  “Whatever Became Of Sin?”  He says that “sin” first became “crime” i.e., a transgression of man’s law rather than a transgression of God’s Law.  The “crime” became a “symptom” caused by factors external to the offender and thus things for which he was not responsible.
                 Menninger refers to a satire about psychiatry written and sung by Anna Russel:

       “At three I had a feeling of…Ambivalence toward my brothers,

        And so it follows naturally…I poisoned all my lovers.

        But now I’m happy;  I have learned…The lesson this has taught
        That everything I do that’s wrong…Is someone else’s fault.”



3.  Paul then states clearly that if they had not transferred Lordship from sin to the Savior
               their end would be death indeed;  their works before salvation were earning them a 

               harvest of death (as we will see in the final statement in this chapter – v.23).


B.  Precious Fruit = Eternal Life   v.22



1.  The former slave to sin which resulted in poisoned fruit and a harvest of death has 

               been transformed, because that slave to sin has now become a “servant of God.”

ILLUS.:  Bible Christians realize the power of God to transform lives and set people free.  That’s why there are ministries in prisons world-wide to convert even the most hardened criminals.  We believe they too may be set free.  They may indeed have to pay their debt to society for their crime, but they can nonetheless transfer their loyalty and allegiance to the Lord and have eternal life.   There is a persistent mentality that we on the outside of prisons are better than those on the inside.  Remember some of the greatest believers who ever lived were converted criminals (including murderers, adulterers,  liars, blasphemers, etc.):  Moses, Abra-ham, Jacob, Samson,  David,  Solomon, Peter, Paul, etc.!!   (Isn’t it strange that the KJV critics who try to pretend that King James was a homosexual [he wasn’t] and thus the KJV is somehow tainted, even though he never did any of the translating,  will nevertheless accept the writings of the authors of Scripture as inspired, who had committed such heinous sins as those above?!) 


2.  The harvest of the fruit produced by those “…made free from sin” is spiritual success, 
               i.e., “fruit unto holiness.”  



3.  Another part of the harvest is that of spiritual security:  “…the end everlasting life.”

III.  WAGES/GIFT:  v.23
ILLUS.:  Though “all Scripture is inspired of God…” there are certain verses which stand out as being extra important or a summary of other verses.  Such is the verse under consideration now.  Spurgeon called v. 23 “a Christian proverb, a golden sentence, a divine statement of truth worthy to be written across the sky.”  He further said:  “Here you have both the essence of the Gospel and a statement of that misery from which the Gospel delivers all who believe.  There are only 20 words here and only 3 with more than one syllable 
(“wages,”  “eternal,” and “Jesus”), but this verse has been pivotal in scores of Gospel tracts, Gospel presen-tations, booklets, studies, and sermons on the vital subject of salvation.  

A.  The Wages:  Reward For Slaves Of Sin


1.  The word “wages” sounds like something positive, but in this context it is definitely

               negative.



2.  It is the devil’s false promise of reward at the end of a life of sin, with death being the

               true and final payment.



3.  The death which is sins reward is both death now and death in the life to come.
ILLUS.:  What most fail to recognize is that the “death” in this verse is not limited to, though it includes, eternal death.  Sin carries death all through human life.  Death of homes, family, reputations, witness, health, happiness, success, and spirituality.   The end result is eternal death or separation from God in hell forever.


4.  Both the saved and the lost will live forever;  the difference is in their destinations.

B.  The Gift:  Reward For Servants Of God



1.  People earn hell, but eternal life is a gift of God’s grace.

          2.  The lost receive the just rewards of their deeds, especially at the end;  the believer 

              receives the gift of salvation – eternal life – at the beginning of their transferred loyalty.

ILLUS.:  Another word for “gift” here would be “gratuity.”  A gratuity is something given at the givers complete discretion.  It may have no bearing at all on what the recipient may or may not have done.  Jack Hyles told of a waitress who treated him with disrespect, practically threw his food at him, was generally rude and even spilled some coffee on him.  He decided to give her a large tip, assuming she had had a really bad event take place in her life.  That is the sense of the word “gift” here.  It is kin to the concept of grace.  
CONCL.:   This “gift of God” which is “eternal life” is what God gave “when He cared enough to give the very best.”   It is “the gift that keeps on giving.”   “…AND THE GIFT GOES ON, AND ON, AND ON!”
