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                                                        ROMANS 30 SPM
B.S. – Romans
“YOU ARE LEGALLY DEAD!”  or

“JUST BELIEVE IT!”
TEXT:  Romans 6:5-10

THESIS:  To reveal the truth of the judicial declaration of the believer’s death & resurrection with Christ.
INTRO.:  A.  Two Irishmen, Pat & Mike, discovered a turtle whose head had been completely severed from its body, but it continued to run around as though nothing had happened.  Pat said the turtle was dead.  But Mike vehemently denied it & the argument got louder and louder until O’Brien happened by.  They decided that O’Brien should arbitrate the matter and that his verdict would be final.  O’Brien took one look at this remarkable headless, but moving, turtle and de-clared “It’s dead, lads, but it don’t believe it!”   That is the same problem with many Christians – they are dead, but they don’t believe it!


   B.  They are like the man who got up at 6AM every morning to catch a 7AM train to work.  One night he hadn’t slept much and so when the alarm went off as usual, he turned over and said to his wife.  “Oh my, is that 6 o’ clock?”  She assured him it was, but he said “It doesn’t feel  like six o’ clock!”   Here’s the point.  It didn’t feel like six o’clock but the sun, moon stars, the earth on its orbit, and the whole machinery of the heavens declared that it was 6 o’clock.  But it didn’t feel like six o’clock!  The believer is dead with Christ.  He may not feel very dead, but God says that he is and the whole machinery of redemption declares it to be a fact.  “YOU ARE LEGALLY DEAD!”  Now, you need to “JUST BELIEVE IT!”
I.   A VIVID ILLUSTRATION:  v.5

A.   Planted:  



1.  In the previous verses (v.3,4) Paul spoke of being “buried with (Christ)  by baptism 

               unto death.”



2.  Now he uses another vivid illustration, that of being “planted…” like a seed into the 

               earth.




a.  Note the use of the term “likeness” twice in the verse.
               b.  This means that it is obvious that we have not been literally planted nor literally 

                    resurrected, but rather in picture form.


B.  New Life:



1.  When you plant a seed that looks dead you expect something to grow nevertheless.

          2.  When the believer was identified with Christ’s death on Calvary, it is expected that 

               some new life will be evident, even though the death and resurrection is a “likeness.”

ILLUS.:  We expect new life to be manifest after the person is baptized by the Holy Spirit into Christ.  We also expect that new life will appear in that person after he publicly identifies with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection in water baptism.  As they go under the water I say “buried in the likeness of His death…

raised in the likeness of His resurrection.  This concept of “likeness” leads us to v.6, & 7 which speak of…
II.  A VIRTUAL CRUCIFIXION:  v.6,7

A.  Legal Declaration:  


1.   Positionally, in the reckoning of God, the old man of the believer has been crucified.



2.  The believer is exhorted to make this a reality in his experience and “JUST BELIEVE 

                IT!”



3.  He may not “feel” dead, but he is reckoned or “DECLARED LEGALLY DEAD” by 

               God when He identifies with Christ’s death in His behalf on Calvary.




a.  Christ’s death was our death;  His burial was our burial & His resurrection was our
                    resurrection.




b.  Jesus not only died for me, He died as me!




c.  As far as God is concerned, we are already on the resurrection side of the grave, 

                    and even “seated in the heavenlies” with Christ we need to “JUST BELIEVE IT!”

B.  Divine Proclamation:  



1.  God has declared that our “old man is crucified with Him”  i.e., all that we were in 

               Adam before God saved us, has been declared dead.



2.  We don’t have to crucify the old man;  that crucifixion is a past event that took place

               “with Him” on Calvary.



3.  Since physical death cannot be applied to us literally without killing us it is done thru

               imputation or declaration, i.e., the old man is legally crucified with Christ.



4.  We have been set free from the demands of the old man.

ILLUS.:  Before Adam fell he was posse peccare (“able to sin”);  after his fall Adam became non posse non peccare (“not able not to sin”);  our state since salvation is posse non peccare (“able not to sin”) – what Paul is writing about here.  Finally in our glorified state we will be non posse peccare (“not able to sin”)!
               Something happened to us when we got saved;  we became new creatures with a new nature.  We were set free from the old man.  How?  It is done by spiritual surgery (“circumcision”), i.e., the soul is cut away from the old man, its hold is broken so that the “body of sin” is “destroyed.”    As “newness” in v. 4 was a translation of the Greek word “kairos”  which refers to newness of quality and character, not “neos,” which speaks of newness in point of time;  so “old” does not translate from “archiaios” which simply refers to chronological age, but rather “palaios,”  which refers to something completely useless and only fit for the scrap heap; practically speaking “destroyed.”  V.6
VISUAL:  Our 2 natures as believers.   


5.  The “old man” is what was crucified on Calvary;  the “body of sin” is our old nature



which is alive and well – the Christian’s actual inclination to sin, which must be dealt 

               with (“that we henceforth should not serve sin”).
ILLUS.:  We are not our body, but we are influenced by it so that there is an inescapable identification with it.  Eating is an appetite of the flesh, but it is not necessarily sinful.  It can become so when we overindulge.
Overindulgence may result in gluttony.   Sleeping is not sinful;  we need rest, but too much sleep produces slothfulness and even apathy and a sense of superiority.   Sex is another powerful appetite which demands attention.  The glands which produce sexual hormones are designed to lead to love, marriage and procreation.  But illicit stimuli will lead to a misuse of these appetites and lead to fornication, mental adultery, lust, promiscuity and infidelity.   This is the “body of sin” which must be controlled.
III.   A VICTORIOUS RESURRECTION:  v.8-10

A.  Victory In Jesus:  v.8



1.  Paul said that the dead are free from sin  (v.7), i.e., if we accept God’s declaration that 
              we have been crucified we no longer have to sin!



2.  Thus we must “reckon” ourselves to be “dead indeed unto sin…” v.11



3.  The spiritual surgery which occurred at our regeneration is beyond the scope of our 

               5 senses, so we must accept it by faith; we must also accept our resurrection by faith.


B.  Because He Lives:  v.9-10


1.  Because of our identification with Christ and His death on Calvary, we may also iden-

               tify with His resurrection from the tomb.


2.  Sin wants to be our master, but neither sin nor death have any more dominion over

               our Savior, so since we are “in Him” sin and death have no more dominion over us.




a.  The resurrection speaks of new life.




b.  Because He lives, we live also.



c.  The key to a life of victory is in “knowing” (v.3,6) this concept and then practicing 
                    the implications of these truths;  you have to know something to live something.

CONCL.:  Like the headless turtle, you have to “JUST BELIEVE IT!”  Like the headless turtle, you are dead, but alive.  Like the man and the alarm clock you just have to realize that even if you don’t feel that it is time to get up, it is!  Even if you don’t feel dead, you are!   You have been “DECLARED LEGALLY DEAD” and you need to “JUST BELIEVE IT!”
