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               ROMANS 27 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“MORE TO FOLLOW…”
TEXT:  Romans 5:16-21

THESIS:  To show the contrasts between the acts & consequences of the 1st & 2nd Adams.

INTRO.:  A.  God’s grace is a major theme in Romans.  The word occurs 24 times in the book and 6 times in chapter 5.  It appears 5 times in v.15-21 (our text).  The grace of God is an exhaustless theme. 
                                                                                                                                                             ILLUS.:  A simple man with few talents named Sam Duncannan, wanted to do some-thing for the Lord.  He would cut out pictures from magazines, etc. & then paste verses and poems on them & give them to people.  One day he saw a picture of Niagra Falls, but for a long time couldn’t find an appropriate poem to go with it.  Then he heard Billy Sunday’s song leader & soloist, Ira Sankey, sing a hymn.  It went like this:
                Have you on the Lord believed?  Still there’s more to follow.

                Of His grace have you received?  Still there’s more to follow.

                Oh, the grace the Father shows,  Still there’s more to follow;

                Freely He His grace bestows,  Still there’s more to follow.

                More and more and more and more,  Always more to follow;

                Oh, His matchless, boundless love,  Still there’s more to follow!  

Under the picture of Niagara Falls, Sam wrote these lines and titled the picture “MORE TO FOLLOW…”   (As Paul ends chapter 5 he wrote “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”  V.20)


B.   In our text are a series of contrasts which illustrate God’s matchless and wonderful grace.  The contrasts are between the Adam of Eden and the Adam of Calvary and their works and ramifications…

I.   CHRIST’S GIFT VS. ADAM’S SIN:  v.16


A.   Sin (  Condemnation


1.  Adam sinned and God’s judgment was condemnation.



2.  Here is the “one man method” illustrated again, i.e., what the “one man” Adam did 

               had racial consequences, just as what the “one man” Christ did affects so many.



a.  As stated in the last message, Adam and Christ are the “federal heads” of the

                    human race, so that their actions affect everyone in the race.

               b.  Adam’s sin brought condemnation to all and Christ’s death made salvation possible 

                    to all.

ILLUS.:   Here are some further contrasts between the 1st and the 2nd Adams:  Adam was from the earth;  Christ was from heaven – Adam was tested in a perfect and beautiful garden;  Christ was tested in a barren and hostile desert – Adam was cast out of Paradise;  Christ promised a thief Paradise and “led captivity captive” (i.e., led those captive in Paradise to Heaven itself) – Adam’s “book of the generations of Adam” ends with a curse;  Christ’s “book of the generations of Jesus Christ ends with “no more curse.”
B.  Free Gift (  Justification



1.  Of course Adam didn’t just sin once, but in that initial sin he brought condemnation 

               upon the race.



2.  Adam, having become a sinner, sinned may more times before he died, and Adam’s 

               sins were followed by countless billions of sins by countless billions of sinners. (“many 
               offences”)




a.  Christ died for the one sin which made Adam a sinner and caused him to pass his

                    nature to all of humanity, but he not only died for “sin” but for many “sins.”




b.  Christ’s “free gift” of God’s grace, undeserved as it was, nonetheless imparts 

                    justification.
ILLUS.:  “Justification” comes from two Latin words:  “iustus” and “facio.”  The first word is an adjective meaning “just,” “equitable,” or “proper” and in legal usage means “having a right status in reference to a law.”  The second word is a verb meaning “to make” or “to do.”  Together the meaning is “to make just, right or equitable.”  Applied to people, it means they are literally made righteous.   Adam got us into trouble with his sin(s), and Christ got us out of trouble with His free gift of justification or imputed righteousness.
II.   CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS VS. ADAM’S OFFENCE:  V.17

A.  Offense (  Death Reigned

1.  Death became man’s constant companion.

ILLUS.:  It doesn’t matter how rich, poor, handsome, ugly, popular, unpopular, famous, or insignificant, every life ends up in a grave!  We are all in a parade to the cemetery.  The word “reign” suggests a kingdom.  Death holds absolute sway over humanity because of one man’s offense.   



2.  But there is another “reign” and “kingdom” spoken of in this verse.

B.  Grace (  Life Reigns



1.  The hymn “At Calvary” expresses it well:  “Oh the love that drew salvation’s plan, Oh, 

               the grace that brought it down to man,  Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span, at 
               Calvary.”



2.  God broke death’s reign of terror at Calvary, and now life reigns in its place!



3.  Death is the “king of terrors” till we accept Christ, then we become kings, because 

               the sting of death is removed for us.

ILLUS.:  This doesn’t mean we too will not die, but that the terror of death doesn’t hold us in its grip any longer.  Twenty times the term “shadow of death” is used in Scripture to show that death hovers over humanity.  Praise the Lord that it is just a “shadow” for the believer.  ‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me…”   If you know the Shepherd you don’t have to fear the shadow!
Psalms 107:9-15
For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;

Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:

Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.

Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.

He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

III.  CHRIST’S OBEDIENCE VS. ADAM’S DISOBEDIENCE:   V.18,19



ILLUS.:  A man got ready for bed and in the apt. above he heard a shoe drop indicating that his neighbor above him was also getting ready for bed.  Before laying down, he started to wait for “the other shoe to drop.”    We have been waiting for “the other shoe to drop” since this parenthesis began back in v. 13.  It ended in v.17.   We need to read v.12 & then v. 18,19.

A.  Offence (  Judgment


1.  We all became sinners because of one man’s sin and we all came into judgment as 

               a result.  



2.  It wasn’t Adam’s whole life of sin, nor Christ’s whole life of righteousness which 

               decided man’s destiny;  it was ONE ACT on the part of both Adams!




a.  There was a deliberate moment when Adam chose to disobey God & a definite 

                    moment when Christ chose to redeem us on Calvary.




b.  Sin and salvation are due to a single act on the part of each federal head.

ILLUS.:  Practically speaking we discover that we are just like “daddy” Adam, who broke one law;  we too are lawbreakers and break every law God imposes on us!  That’s why it is fair for God to condemn mankind because of one man’s sin!  We all would do the same thing as our “daddy.”   When the Law was imposed (v.20,21) man found that he couldn’t get through the day without breaking it.  That’s why there was a morning and evening sacrifice provided!  Sin became a “merciless monarch” dominating the world  before Law with the grace of God “not imputing” sin to the race, and then BECOMING VISIBLE  (“that the offence might abound”  v.20a)  when the Law was given, for the next 1500 years until Christ & Calvary.   (VISUAL)

B.  Righteousness (  Free Gift


1.  Man has no choice when it comes to being born into the natural family of the 1st Adam

               -  but it is up to him whether or not he is born into the supernatural family of the 2nd 
               Adam.



2.  The  “free gift” of righteousness in Christ is offered to all, thru God’s grace, man is 

               responsible to accept the offer.

ILLUS.:  The monstrous concept of Calvinism which says God offers a free gift to man, but that man is incapable of accepting it, is patently ridiculous and even cruel and makes a mockery of the “whosoever will” invitation.   In fact, all are commanded to repent & turn to Christ (God “….commandeth all men everywhere to repent”  Acts 17:30)   To say that God commands men to do what they cannot do without His grace, then withholds the grace they need and punishes them eternally for failing to obey, is to make a mockery of God’s Word, of His mercy and love, and to libel His character.   The Psalmist declares:  “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God.”  Ps.10:4   

CONCL.:  Just like Niagara Falls, there seems to be an unending supply of water to sustain the beauty.  God’s grace is infinite!  There is still “MORE TO FOLLOW…”  Have you taken advantage of its availability and its bounty?!
