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           ROMANS 25 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“MUCH MORE!”  or

“MAY I HAVE THE ENVELOPE PLEASE…”
TEXT:  Romans 5:9-11
THESIS:  To show some of the benefits of our salvation as listed in Romans 1-5.

INTRO.:  A.  Five times in chapter 5 we have the words “much more.”  (v.9,10,15,17,20)  Paul is saying we have a “much more” salvation!  The love of God (v.8) is “much more” than we de-serve.  The work of Christ restored “much more” than Adam lost.  If Adam had not sinned we would have lived in innocence in Eden as sons of Adam.  Because of Calvary we have “much more” – we are sons of God and have established a relationship with the Lord closer than Adam could have imagined and we will not live in the Eden on earth, but in the Eden in glory.  (The “much more” principle was illustrated in the Trespass offering.  The trespasser had to add 1/5th above the loss he had caused by way of restitution.  So it is with our salvation.)  Let’s review some of the benefits of our so great salvation.  “May I have the envelopes please…” (#1-6)



B.  Salvation from sin is just the beginning.  We have “MUCH MORE!”  Because of God’s love in v.6-8 we have “much more” given to us.  In v.8 we had THE PROOF OF GOD’S LOVE,  now in these verses we have…

I.   THE PROVISION OF GOD’S LOVE:  


A.  Justified By His Blood:  (Envelope #7)  v.9a

NOTE:  The words “much more then…” mean more overwhelming and significant than what went before!  That is astounding when we consider what was said in v.8.



1.  Once again in Scripture we have an emphasis on the blood of our Savior.


2.  Our state before God is “just as if we had never sinned” because of His shed blood.

ILLUS.:  From Eden on it has been blood, blood and more blood!  But Jesus’ blood is the “much more” which ended the sacrificial system.  Because of His blood our sins are not simply covered, they are done away with.  (Everything in this chapter reinforces the concept of eternal security – all because of His blood.)

John MacArthur predictably passes over this passage in his commentary, because he believes we are justified by His death, not His blood!  He needs a course in basic English and spelling.  “Death” and “blood” are spelled differently!

B.  Saved From God’s Wrath:  (Envelope #8)  v.9b



1.  Paul’s logic is inescapable – he says that because we have been “justified by His
               blood” therefore we are saved from God’s wrath.



2.  There is an old Rabbinical principle of Bible interpretation using the Hebrew words 

               which stand for “heavy” & “light” which Paul uses here which says if a lesser thing is 
true, a greater thing in that same category must surely be true – a second principle states the opposite, i.e., that if something great is true then something lesser in the same category will obviously be true also.  Cf. v.9,10   (Jesus uses this principle in Mt.7:11)



2.  Paul nails down our security:  we are safe from God’s wrath against sin & sinners.

POEM:  “God will not payment twice demand, First at my Savior’s bleeding hand – And then again at mine.”
        

a.  We are saved from God’s wrath now as His children.

               b.  We will be saved from God’s wrath during the Tribulation as His Bride.

               c.  We shall be saved from God’s wrath forever in heaven as joint-heirs.

C.  Reconciled To God:  (Envelope #9)  v.10a


1.  Here is another “much more” i.e., we not only have all of the above blessings accom-

               panying our salvation, but he adds the concept of reconciliation.

 
     2.  The idea of reconciliation implies former alienation – we were God’s enemies.




a.  God is never said to be reconciled to us – we were the ones at war!

               b.  We declared war on God – He declared peace on us!

ILLUS.:  Here is the logic:  if He died for us when we were enemies – what more will He do for us now that
He has declared peace or reconciled us to Himself?  Answer:  “MUCH MORE!”   Here is another “heavy to light” argument.

D.  Saved By His Life:  (Envelope #10)  v.10b



1.  Because He lives – we shall live eternally.



2.  Our living union with Him changes us from avowed enemies to beloved sons.
          3.  He not only delivers us from wrath, but delivers us from doubt concerning our future.



4.  If sin was no barrier to the beginning of our salvation (v.8), how can it become a 

               barrier to its completion?!

ILLUS.:  If someone asks if you are saved, you would no doubt say “Yes.”  But in doing so you are saying more than you are being asked, for you have been saved when you received Christ, you are being saved in the present daily and you shall be saved eternally (that part is yet future)!   “MUCH MORE!”
II.   THE PRODUCTS OF GOD’S LOVE:

A.  We Have Joy In God:  (Envelope #11)  v.11a



1.  The words “not only so” are akin to the words “much more.”



2.  One of the greatest products of God’s love is the joy He imparts to the believer.

ILLUS.:  The life of the saint is supposed to be a joyous life.  The word “joy” is found nearly 100 times in the Bible.   There are about a dozen words in Hebrew and Greek translated “joy” in our Bible.  They range in meaning from a quiet, calm, assured sense of well-being to a noisy, loud, exuberant joy expressed in song (as in the Psalms) or in shouts (as in a victory in a military battle)!  God’s people are to be joyful in times of blessing and in times of victory.   We can rejoice at a birth or a death (of a saint).  We are joyful when we get good news or even when we receive bad news.  Joy is an inner peace and happiness not based on circumstances.  Those without biblical joy can laugh at a comedian’s jokes, or shout when on a roller coaster, but God’s people are to have an inner joy at all times – even in hard times (like Paul in prison or Job going through intolerable testings).



a.  If we don’t have joy it is because of a failure to grasp the love of Christ for us.

               b.  It may be due to a lack of understanding what we have been saved from.

               c.  It could be that we fail to meditate on all that Christ has done for us.

               d.  It could be because we fail to study the Scriptures so that we haven’t claimed the

                    promises made to the believer.

               e.  It may be due to sin in our life which always robs us of the joy of our salvation.

B.  We Share The Blessings Of The Atonement:  (Envelope #12)  v.11b



1.  As Justified means “Just as if I’d” never sinned;  atonement means “at one” ment, i.e.,
              we are now “at one” with God. 



2.  We have now “received the atonement” which should produce joy.
ILLUS.:  The Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur was the highest, holiest and most solemn day on the nation’s religious calendar.  But once the sacrifice for the sins of the High Priest and the people were made, it was a joyous day, for once again, for another year the sins of the nation had been cleansed and forgiven.
When the High Priest stepped out from behind the veil of the Holy of Holies after offering the prescribed sacrifice, the people would shout and rejoice.  Today, there is nothing to rejoice about in Israel on Yom Kippur because there is no Temple, no Holy Place, no sacrifice and no priesthood.  It is all a sham.  Would to God they would accept Christ as their High Priest, make their bodies God’s Temple and allow Christ to be the once-for-all atonement for their sins!
CONCL.:  We have examined the contents of all the envelopes relating to this fifth chapter of Romans and have rejoiced in a “MUCH MORE” salvation, which our Savior has provided.  We are not only saved from sins and the wrath of God, but “MUCH MORE!”  

