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      ROMANS 24 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“WHAT LOVE IS THIS?!”
TEXT:  Romans 5:6-8

THESIS:  To reveal the infinite love of our Savior.

INTRO.:  A.  Dave Hunt has written a book refuting Calvinism with this title:  “WHAT LOVE IS THIS” in which he contrasts the words of Calvinism with the words of God.  Calvin’s words:  “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life: and others foreordained to everlasting death…to the praise of His glorious justice.”  God’s words:  “The Lord…is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”   Calvin’s words:  “Scripture clearly proves…that God by His eternal & immutable counsel determined once for all those whom it was His pleasure one day to admit to salvation, and those whom, on the other hand, it was His pleasure to doom to destruction.”  God’s words:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should NOT perish, but have everlasting life.”   Calvin’s words:  “Those therefore, whom God passes by He reprobates, and that for no other cause but because He is pleased to exclude them from the inheritance which He predestines to His children…”   God’s words:  “For God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”    Calvin’s words:  “The great God …whose pleasure it is to inflict punishment on fools and transgressors, though He is not pleased to bestow His Spirit upon them…”   God’s words:  “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”   Calvin’s words:  “”Now since the arrangement of all things is in the hand of God…he arranges…that individuals are born, who are doomed from the womb to certain death, and are to glorify Him by their destruction…”   God’s words:  “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  
ILLUS.:  If you wonder why Calvin had a problem of comprehending the love of God, remember that in God’s name he was responsible for murdering anyone who disagreed with his brand of theology.  Hear him as he defends his justification of condemning those he considered heretics:  “Whoever shall maintain that wrong is done to heretics…in punishing them (with death) makes himself an accomplice in their crime…it is God who speaks, and it is clear what law He would have kept in the Church even to the end of the world…so that we spare not kin nor blood of any, and forget all humanity when the matter is to combat for His glory.”  He further states “such monsters should be exterminated, as I have exterminated Michael Servetus…”  (and over 50 others he had hanged, or burned at the stake).



B.  The passage before us should settle once and for all that God is a God of infinite love and has extended Himself so that no one would be “foreordained to everlasting death…” or that “it was (God’s) pleasure to doom (sinners) to destruction.”  - Calvin   Read the passage and you will see something of…
I.   THE UNCONDITIONAL LOVE OF OUR SAVIOR:  v.6

A.  Christ Died For The Ungodly:



1.  The proof of love is always in the value of its gift;  regarding salvation the gift was

               none other than the “only begotten Son of God”!



2.  Christ died for the helpless and the hopeless:  “when we were yet w/out strength.”


3.  Christ died for the desperate and the disobedient:  “…yet w/out strength.”

ILLUS.:  There is “none righteous, no not one.”  Thus we are completely unable to save ourselves.  Our good works are as “filthy rags”  in God’s sight – what must our sins be to Him?!  We are truly “w/out strength.”   We have absolutely no ability to produce any righteousness which is acceptable to a holy God.
“Bootstrap religion” is foreign to the Bible.  The “spark of divinity in all of us” concept is a liberal concoction which is unbiblical.  Religions which teach salvation by works or sacraments are blasphemous! 

          4.  Christ died for the deplorable and the degenerate:  “…Christ died for the ungodly.”



5.  Christ died for the wicked, for those who hated Him & crucified Him.  “Father, forgive 

               them, for they know not what they do.”




a.  He died “for” us, i.e., “in our place.




b.  We deserved to die for our sins, he took our deserved penalty and suffered the 

                    wrath of God upon Himself!

ILLUS.:  On 9-11 when the terrorists attacked us, firefighters, rescue workers, co-workers, and the police put their lives in jeopardy and some gave themselves trying to save others.  But no one did so thinking that they were dying to take the penalty someone else deserved!  No one deliberately died thinking that they were dying in someone else’s place.  They may have put their lives on the line, but they were hoping that they too would somehow survive.   Even when a soldier throws himself on a grenade to save a buddy’s life, he knows that he isn’t taking the penalty they deserved, in fact he is probably thinking that they didn’t deserve to die, that they are about to be innocent victims of war.  (This is not to diminish the heroism of those who have died to save others!)
II.  THE INCOMPARABLE LOVE OF OUR SAVIOR:  v.7

A.  Christ Died For The Unworthy:



1.  Man’s love is usually based on the worthiness of the one loved and perceived worthy 
               of sacrifice.

          2.  It is human to die for good people, friends, loved ones…it is Divine to die for the 

               wicked and unworthy.

ILLUS.:  We can fathom a mother giving her life for her child, but it is unlikely that she would offer her life for the murderer of her child or the rapist of her child (or any one else’s child!).

                Man may comprehend the love of man, angels may extend love for other angels (?), but only an infinite God has the limitless love for those who hate Him!  That’s why one of the most difficult commands for men to obey is the command of our Savior to “love your enemies.”  That is a divine concept.


3.  If you deem me a “righteous” man, you might be willing to consider taking my punish-

               ment and possibly even dying in my place, but if you knew that I was a degenerate

               who meant you harm, it is doubtful you would volunteer your life for mine.

ILLUS.:  Would a Jew in a concentration camp volunteer to die in place of a Nazi guard who had been merciless to him and others?  Would a Jew offer his life in exchange for a Palestinian terrorist?  The logic of the passage is powerful.
III.  THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE LOVE OF OUR SAVIOR:  v.8

A.  Christ Died For The Unlovely:

ILLUS.:  The teaching of Calvinism & Calvin himself is that you must first be regenerated before being saved!?!?  They believe that “God does not love the elect until they are regenerated, and He never loves the non-elect at all.”   Most believers have thought that being “born-again,” as Christ presented it to Nicodemus in Jn. 3 is the same as being saved.  They are astounded to learn that Calvinism teaches that one must experience the new birth before one can be saved!   As Sproul, a staunch defender of Calvinism teaches:  “The Reformed view of predestination teaches that before a person can choose Christ…he must be born again…one does not first believe, then become reborn…”   Yet the Bible always presents faith as the condition of salvation!
               Spurgeon, himself a Calvinist, repudiated this concept:  “If I am to preach faith in Christ to a man who is regenerated, then the man, being regenerated, is saved already, and it is an unnecessary and ridicul-ous thing for me to preach Christ to him, and bid him to believe in order to be saved when he is saved already, being regenerate.  Am I only to preach faith to those who have it?  Absurd, indeed!  Is  not this waiting till the man is cured and then bringing him the medicine?  This is preaching Christ to the righteous and not to sinners.”


1.  We deserve His wrath and unmitigated punishment because we are sinners.




a.  All that is negative in this world & among us as His creatures is as a result of our

                    sin:  disease, death, hospitals, prisons, mental institutions, vileness, squalor, 

                    hatred, misery, blight, famine, pestilence, decay and death.




b.  Men spat in His face, ripped open His back, plucked His beard, spat in His face,

                    sneered and mocked Him & finally crucified Him!



c.  We could understand if we were to read that “God commendeth His hate toward us

                    and made war with us…” but instead it says “Christ died for us” and made peace 

                     with us!




d.  We could understand if He took those spikes that pierced His sinless hands & 

                    turned them into thunderbolts of wrath, hurled His anathemas across a guilty world
                    summoned legions of angels w/drawn & flaming swords, and marched to Arma-

                    geddon then & there…but instead it says “Christ died for us and made peace 

                    with us!
          2.  But His love overrides His wrath towards us.


3.  We were not just unlovely, but hostile to God.

          4.  We were not good people He died for, but prostitutes, pimps, pushers, pornographers,
               idolaters, adulterers, religionists, ascetics, cultists, crooks, thieves, con artists, liars,

               immoral, immodest, and illicit sinners!

ILLUS.:  On the cross not only did He pray a general prayer of forgiveness, but specifically forgave a thief crucified alongside Him!  One who openly confessed his guilt.  Truly, “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!”
CONCL.:  “WHAT LOVE IS THIS?”  indeed!  It is unconditional, incomparable and incomprehensible love!   It is love which transcends mere human love.  If angels are capable of love other than to their Creator, it transcends angelic love.  It surely and certainly transcends even the love of the most grateful, intense and most passionate love of the most spiritual blood-bought saint of God for another human or for the Savior Himself!  
