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                ROMANS 23 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“WAR AND PEACE”
TEXT:  Romans 5:1-5

THESIS:  To reveal that man’s enmity with God has been potentially eliminated via the declaration of peace through the blood of Christ on Calvary.

INTRO.:   A.  Many years after World War II some Japanese soldiers were found holed up in caves in the Philippines still hiding and fighting.  They were unaware that Japan had surrendered and that a state of peace had been declared.

               B.  2000+ years after Calvary many are still unaware that a state of peace between God and man has been declared.  They are still hiding and fighting against God.  God has declared us to be sinners.  Sinners don’t like God & God hates sin.  Thus a state of war has been declared.  Coming to Christ is like signing an armistice.  We completely surrender our unright-

eousness & unconditionally accept His.  That ends the war!  This peace with God is our state.  We also need the peace of God during trials and we can have it when we lean on Him.  The peace of God is a fact – it is the state of every believer, and has nothing to do with feelings.  The peace of God comes when we accept the fact of peace with God.  The choice is ours:  war or peace…

I.  OUR STANDING:  V.1,2
ILLUS.:  Our standing is perfect, immutable and guaranteed by the Word of God, the work of Christ and the witness of the Spirit.   Our state is imperfect, changeable and, in a large measure, dependent upon us.  Our standing is the subject in this chapter.   It has to do with acceptance and access…

A.  Acceptance:  



1. Justification:   (past)   v.1a



a.  In previous chapters of Romans Paul has spoken of the guilty man, the inexcus-

                    able man, and the guilty man;  now he speaks of the justified man.

               b.  It is perhaps an oversimplification, but nonetheless true to say that a justified man 

                    is a man who is seen as “just as if I’d” never sinned.

               c.  Justification is the process whereby God charges Christ with our sin and credits 

                    man with Christ’s righteousness!




d.  Justification must be appropriated by faith.

ILLUS.:  Those Japanese soldiers from WWII had not heard about the surrender of Japan, had never seen the documents signed by their generals.  They had to trust the words of those who brought the news to them.   This is the way justification is appropriated…by faith!   We believe the report of God’s Word.  We accept the good news that the armistice has been signed and sealed with the blood of Christ and we enter into a state of peace with God.  



2.  Peace:  (present)   v.1b
ILLUS.:  Man has not known anything about peace with God since Eden and the fall.  Not only that, but he has not known anything about peace with man since then either!  Every world leader since Adam has spoken about peace, but it never occurs & can never occur until man is at peace with His Creator!  That peace was potentially secured for every man on Calvary.  

              Practically speaking it means we have surrendered and have accepted the terms of God’s peace by 
receiving the price He paid in sending His Son to die for us.   For the believer, justification is something in the past, at the moment of His acceptance of Christ.  Peace is then a part of his present experience.



a.  “Peace” – even the word evokes calmness.




b.  We have peace because we have been justified in His sight.




c.  We are no longer at war with God;  in fact we are seeking ways to stay practically

                    reconciled with Him (our position or standing is one thing, our practice is another).

ILLUS.:  For the believer peace with God means we can lay our head on the pillow every night knowing that the sin question is settled and if we should die before we wake, we know the Lord our soul will take!

Because of the past action of God to justify us, we enjoy the present benefits of peace with Him.   We are no longer striving to earn salvation or struggling in rebellion and self-will. 


3.  Hope:  (future)




a.  Hope always deals with the future, for “…what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 

                    for?  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.”  

                    (8:24b ,25   dealing with the ultimate redemption of our bodies because of our 
                     justification!).




b.  In this context our hope is focused on “the glory of God” – which we have yet to 

                    see.

1 John 3:2
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.


B.  Access:


1.  Because of the peace initiative of “our Lord Jesus Christ”  we not only have acceptance

               but “access by faith into this grace wherein we stand…”


2.  The word “access” means “a bringing in, an introduction.”
ILLUS.:  The difference between acceptance and access is illustrated in a simple story from England of a little boy standing outside the gates of Buckingham palace in London.   He wanted to talk to the King but was sternly repulsed by the guards at the gate.  While he rubbed away a tear from his grimy cheek, along came a well-dressed man who asked the boy to explain the trouble.  When he heard the story the man smiled and said,  “Here, take my hand, I’ll get you in.   Forget about these guards.”   The little boy took his hand & the guards snapped to attention and “present arms.”  He was led through long, carpeted halls, wide opened doors and past a glittering throng right up to the throne of the King.  He had taken the hand of the Prince of Wales, the King’s son!  Through him he had gained access.
                It is a wonderful thing to know we have acceptance, to know that the war is over and that God no longer looks upon us with disfavor and wrath.  It is far better to have access, and those who have taken the pierced hand of the King’s Son have access indeed.  What a standing!    (p. 88, “Exploring Romans, Phillips)
II.  OUR STATE:  V.3-5

A.  Maturity Displayed:  “…we glory in tribulations also”



1.  The child who gets everything he desires becomes a spoiled brat.

          2.  The Lord needs brave soldiers not bratty sons;  thus he doesn’t give in to our fleshly 

               whims or foolish whining, instead he allows us to experience tribulations to toughen 

               us for the spiritual warfare we will engage in.

HYMN:  “Must I be carried to the skies on flowry beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize, And sailed through bloody seas?    ---   Sure I must fight if I would reign;  Increase my courage, Lord;  I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, supported by Thy Word.” 



a.  Only the mature saint can “glory in tribulations…”



b.  Our maturity can only be displayed against a dark background of trials.

ILLUS.:  Job illustrates the maturing power of tribulations.  In the book of Job we see this righteous man first in the hands of Satan, then in the hands of his friends and finally in the hands of God.  At the hands of Satan he experienced tribulation.  At the hands of his friends his patience was tried and he gained experience.  At the hands of God He came triumphantly through it all.  It is a far more righteous Job we meet at the end of the book than at the beginning.  So it should be with every believer.

B.  Maturity Developed:



1.  Someone has defined the maturing process as having 4 stages:  melting, mellowing, 

               molding and maturing;  without the 1st three, maturity never develops.



2.  With Paul this was no mere theory, but rather the practical experience of his life.

CONCL.:  It is interesting that in this context of warfare and tribulation that we have the first mention of the concept of love mentioned in Romans!  Not only that, but also the first formal mention of the Holy Spirit!

Perhaps the lesson is that without the trials and testings after our salvation when peace with God is declared, are we capable of real love and maturity in the Holy Ghost?!

                 “WAR AND PEACE” – those are the options.  We must choose which we prefer.  Sinners have already made their choice, but they can change their minds (repent) NOW.  Believers have made their choice also, and now the process of maturity begins!  With their peace with God comes the spiritual warfare with Satan and the world which are now hostile forces,  to bring joy, strength and maturity – depending on their response.   Which will it be?  “WAR OR PEACE?!”
