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   ROMANS 18 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“SHUT OUT OR SHUT IN?”
TEXT:  Romans 3:27-31

THESIS:  To show that faith in Christ alone can impart genuine assurance of salvation.

INTRO.:  A.  One writer (Boice) calls this passage “the most important single passage in the Word of God.”  Why?  Because it focuses on faith in Christ as the only means of salvation and eliminates boasting in everything and everyone else.  Men are either “shut out” of a relationship with God on the basis of faith in Christ alone, or they are “shut in” to that relationship.  We are either “shut out” of heaven on that basis or eternally “shut in.”
ILLUS.:  In Noah’s day men were either “shut out” or “shut in” the Ark on the basis of their response to God’s warnings of impending judgment through Noah’s preaching.  Once the judgment started there was no more grace.  The door to the Ark was shut & sealed by God.  So the door of heaven is shut & sealed by God to those who try to get in apart from God’s plan or salvation in Christ’s shed blood alone.



B.  Paul did not found the church at Rome & that is the reason for this extensive, thorough, intellectual and theological presentation.  He wanted to be sure the members of that church were clear about the means to salvation.  He personally knew a number of people in the church and addressed them at the close of his letter.  (He never mentions Peter!)  It is likely that the church was founded by some Jews who had been to Jerusalem on Pentecost & carried the Gospel back to the seat of Roman authority.  There were both Jews & Gentile believers in Rome.
There are some 60 O.T. quotations in the letter because Paul knew the Jews would be convinced by Scripture rather than mere reasoning.

TRANS.:  Paul knew of the intellectual and spiritual pride of the Jews especially, so he launches a volley of shots to demolish any trust in anything apart from saving faith in what Christ accomplished on Calvary…
I.   FAITH ELIMINATES PRIDE:  v.27,28

A.  Boasting Excluded:



1.  Someone defined pride as “one’s own self-inflated judgment.”


2.  Pride was always listed as the first of the 7 deadly sins of man in the Middle Ages.

          3.  Pride is presented in Scripture as the greatest of all sins.

ILLUS.:  Satan fell because of pride due to his beauty & position.  Eve feel because of a desire to be like God.  Adam fell because of a twisted priority of love for his wife over love for his Creator and a desire for absolute autonomy.  Cain fell because of jealousy over his brother & God’s acceptance of him.  King Saul fell over pride in his appearance and office.  But the classic example of pride is the religious pride of the Pharisee  in the parable of the publican & the Pharisee.  His problem was not lying, he likely did all he said he did;  his problem was his pride!
Luke 18:11-12
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.



4.  Faith excludes pride in morality and good works;  those who devise their own system

               of morality, works & law & expect God’s endorsement.

ILLUS.:  Someone has suggested that if salvation could be obtained by crawling on your hands and knees across the U.S., the highways would be blocked by the mass of bodies.  Man wants to DO SOMETHING to earn salvation & that throws out faith in Christ and shuts Him out of a relationship with God & heaven!
          5.  Faith excludes pride in pious feelings.
QUOTE:  Spurgeon:  “Souls, souls, this is work mongering in its most damnable shape, for it has deluded far more than that bolder sort of work-trusting, which says, ‘I will rely upon what I do.’  If you rely upon what you feel, you shall as certainly perish as if you trust to what you do.  Repentance is a blessed work of grace & to be convinced of sin by God the Holy Ghost is a holy privilege, but to think that these in any way win salvation, is to run clean counter to all the teachings of the Word, for salvation is of the free grace of God alone.”



6.  Faith excludes pride in intellect.

          7.  Faith excludes pride in faith, or faith in faith;  “…it is the gift of God.”
QUOTE:  Martyn Lloyd-Jones:  “Faith is nothing but the instrument of our salvation.  Nowhere in Script. will you find that we are justified because of our faith;  nowhere in Script. will you find that we are justified on account of our faith.  The Script. never says that.  The Script. says that we are justified by faith or through faith.  Faith is nothing but the instrument or the channel by which this righteousness of God in Christ becomes ours.  It is not faith that saves us.  What saves us is the Lord Jesus Christ and His perfect work.  It is the death of Christ upon Calvary’s Cross that saves us.  It is His perfect life that saves us…faith is but the channel and the instrument by which His righteousness becomes mine.  The righteousness is entirely Christ’s.
My faith is not my righteousness and I must never define or think of faith as righteousness.  Faith is nothing but that which links us to the Lord Jesus Christ and His righteousness.”  (Thus we cannot boast save in the cross of Christ – not “our faith!”)
II.  FAITH ELIMINATES PREJUDICE:  v.29,30

A.  Racial Advantage Excluded: 



1.  The Gentiles didn’t have the Law – so if the Law saved, they would be shut out!

          2.  But God is God of both the Jews & the Gentiles, the circumcision and uncircumcision.


3.  Salvation by grace through faith is not narrow, but broad – there is ONE WAY, but it is 

               the SAME WAY for all!



4.  The Jew, by virtue of God’s special promises to Abraham & David, occupies a unique 
               position among the nations, but it is a mistake to think that God reserves His love for 

               one nation alone.



5.  The ‘Christian’ must likewise beware having too narrow concept of God & His love 

               towards others besides himself & his “brand” of Christianity.
          6.  Man is “shut in” or “shut out” on one basis only, that is his relationship to Christ based 

               on his trust in Christ’s shed blood in his behalf, or lack thereof.



7.  The concept of racial advantage is no less repulsive to God than denominational 

               advantage!  (So much for the “Baptist Bride” position!)

ILLUS.:  Obviously I am a Baptist because I believe that we reflect the basic doctrines of the early church. However, I prefer the label “Bible believer” which identifies me with all other Bible believers, whether they are Baptists or not.  We may joke that there is a “John the Baptist” and not “John the Presbyterian” but John was not “a” Baptist, but “the” Baptist!  And John was an O.T. believer as opposed to a part of the Church!  And those who want to make him the first “Baptist” have a hard time explaining his doubts while he was in prison!
Matthew 11:2-3
Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,

And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?

III.  FAITH ELIMINATES PRESUMPTION:  v.31

A.  Legalism Excluded:



1.  Legalism is trusting in some form or part of the Law to earn or merit salvation.

          2.  But the Law was never meant to be a means of salvation, so the Gospel does not 

               replace the Law.

          3.  The purpose of the Law was to drive men to faith in God, not their works.




a.  The cross establishes the Law by paying the penalty on sin which is eternal death.

               b.  The cross establishes the Law by driving men to faith in Christ.

               c.  The cross establishes the Law by providing believers the potential for following it.

Romans 8:3-4
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

CONCL.:  Souls will be “shut out” or “shut in” to heaven on the basis of faith in the shed blood of Christ on Calvary.  Faith eliminates pride in self, prejudice due to race or privilege, and presump-tion due to some legal obedience.  
               Our faith has shut us in to a permanent, eternal relationship with the Lord and will shut us in to heaven forever.
               Are you “SHUT OUT OR SHUT IN?”
