F.H. – 6/5/02                                                                                 ROMANS 17 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“CLOSE DOESN’T COUNT!”  or

“JUST CALL ME ‘SHORTY’ ”
TEXT:  Romans 3:21-26

THESIS:   To set forth the righteousness of God as the answer to man’s sin problem.
INTRO.:    A.  As great doors swing on very ordinary hinges, so dramatic changes in Scripture often hinge upon this small & common word “but”.  There is a major shift in subject matter from verse 21 on.  Verse 20 ended the 1st section of Romans with the words “…for by the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.”  The case against man is settled.  The verdict was man is “guilty as charged” of being a sinner under a sentence of (eternal) death & separation from a holy God.
                  B.  Now the 2nd section of Romans begins and the subject is the righteous-ness of God.  “But now the righteousness of God…”   The looming question is how can sinful man & a righteous and holy God be reconciled?  
I.   GOD’S PLAN IS REVEALED:

A.  Thoroughly Scriptural:  v.21



1.  His plan conforms to the standards of the Law.  V.21b   “…by the law”



1.  God cannot lower His standard which was “holy, just & good.”



2.  The standard set by the Law was both moral & ceremonial.

ILLUS.:  The moral aspect of the Law was designed to uncover man’s sin.  The ceremonial aspect was designed to cover man’s sin!  Before a person can be saved, he must be seen in need of salvation.  Then an innocent substitute must be provided and it must die to cover the sinner’s sin & remove his death sentence.


2.  His plan conforms to the statements of the prophets.  V.21c  “…and the 

              prophets”

ILLUS.:  In speaking of “the law and the prophets” Paul was referring to the entire O.T. revelation of Scripture and was thus declaring that this message was not really new, but had been revealed in types, symbols & statements in the Jews own Scriptures.  Isaiah 53 immediately comes to mind concerning a clear declaration of the Lamb who would be slain for the “iniquity of us all.”

B.  Thoroughly Suitable:  v.22,23



1.  It is unique in its approach.  V.22




a.  It is a “by faith” act, not a religious works concept.

              b.  All religion has one thing in common:  works to merit God’s favor.



2.  It is universal in its appeal.  V.23
ILLUS.:  If I place a mark on the wall at 7ft. no child or man in this room will measure up.  They all fall short.  Some will come closer than others, but “CLOSE DOESN’T COUNT!”   When it comes to every sinner on the planet standing before the absolute perfection of God they can all declare “JUST CALL ME ‘SHORTY’!”
                 In football when the final seconds of the game tick away, it doesn’t matter that the losing team is only one touchdown away and on the 1 yard line – “CLOSE DOESN’T COUNT!”   In baseball when the winning run is heading home and slides into home plate, it doesn’t matter that his foot is only 1 inch from the plate when the catcher tags him out – “CLOSE DOESN’T COUNT!”  
                 And moral sinners and immoral sinners alike all fall short of God’s perfect standard.  The standard is inflexible & cannot change.  Something must be initiated by God to rectify the problem and make man just before the Lord.  Man can do nothing to raise himself to the standard.   So the question is:  since sin demands death, how can sinners be declared righteous?
II.  GOD’S PLAN IS RIGHTEOUS:  V. 24-26b

A.  The Ruined Condition Of Man:  v.24-26a


1.  A remarkable principle:  “justified freely by His grace…”




a.  “justified…”  a legal & formal agreement to exempt man from guilt by God
                   as Judge and the pronouncement of imputed righteousness.

ILLUS.:  We are not only forgiven, but justified.  A lady runs up a large debt at a department store which she cannot pay.   The store manager cancels the debt (forgiveness).  The store takes her to court, but she marries the owner who pays off her debt.  Thus there is no legal claim.  She was “justified”  & declared no longer guilty. Forgiveness pleads “guilty”.   Justification pleads “not guilty”.



b.  “…freely”  (No cost to us!)
ILLUS.:  A poor widow had a sick daughter in need of fresh fruit.  But it was winter & fruit was expensive.  She found herself outside the royal palace where she saw the royal greenhouse with great clusters of fruit hanging from vines & trees.  The princess came by & cut a great basket of fruit & offered them to the widow.  The widow in turn offered the few pennies she had to pay for them.  The princess said:  “This fruit is not for sale.  My father is King & is far too rich to sell fruit.  You may have them free or not at all”   Our Father is King.  He does not sell.  He offers salvation free or not at all.



c.  “…by His grace” – Only the Lord could have invented such a remarkable

                   principle & plan of salvation.



2.  A redemptive price:




a.  “…redemption”  -  There are 3 words translated “redemption” in English:

                   1) to purchase  2) to purchase out of the slave market   3) to set free.

ILLUS.:  The word here means to set free.  It is one thing to be purchased, even from the slave market, but what good is that if we simply become another slave to someone or something else.  Our redemption includes being set free!  




b.  “…propitiation” – In normal usage this word means to appease;  but 

                   biblically it means God’s holiness has been so fully satisfied that He can 

                   now look with favor on man.




c.  “…through faith in His blood”  - Some never experience the joy of their 
                   salvation because they are never sure if they have enough faith; in other 

                   words they seek to have faith in their faith, instead of faith in His blood.
ILLUS.:  The concept of “…faith in His blood” is beautifully portrayed in the Lord’s supper.  The bread declares a death we did not die & the cup speaks of a righteous life we did not live.

B.  The Righteous Character Of God:  v.26b



1.   A just God must demand justice for sin & Jesus has satisfied that righteous 

               demand, by His death on Calvary in our place & in our behalf.

         2.   A justified sinner is the result.

ILLUS.:  In the O.T. there were 2 offerings that illustrate what justification is all about:  the sin offering & the burnt offering.  Both demanded the sinner to place his hands symbolically on the head of the sacrificial animal.  In the sin offering the vileness of the sinner was transferred to the substitute.  In the burnt offering the virtue of the substitute was transferred to the sinner!    



a.  This only applies to the “…him which believeth in Jesus.”

b.  To fail to exercise faith in what He did is to treat His blood as worthless.

Hebrews 10:28-29
He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

CONCL.:  At the Passover, the blood of the lamb was placed on the doorposts & lintel of each house.  It was never spread on the threshold, for there was to be no trampling on the blood!  That is exactly what every person does with Jesus blood when He rejects Christ’s death for him.
                   Why not just admit that you don’t measure up to God’s perfect standard & that you have come short of the glory or perfection of God?!  Why not just trust in His blood in simple belief instead of trample upon it in unbelief?
