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                                                 ROMANS 16 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“THE VERDICT IS IN – ‘GUILTY AS CHARGED!’ ”
TEXT:  Romans 3:19,20

THESIS:  To show man’s state before God, regardless of his morality, good works, or attempts at keeping the Law, is guilty!
INTRO.:  A.  I enjoy courtroom drama.  In a good presentation both sides offer their arguments and drive home their points.  When the jury returns to render their verdict you are often not quite sure of the outcome.  Both the prosecution and the defense have given powerful arguments concerning the defendant.  The foreman of the jury stands to read his verdict.  You wait with baited breath.  Then deliberately and with authority the verdict is rendered:  guilty or not guilty.
               B.  In the courtroom of Romans, Paul is the prosecuting attorney and has presented masterful arguments against the defendant – mankind.  His arguments have included some 14 quotations from the O.T. Scriptures.  He has spoken eloquently and condemned every man of guilt regarding sin.  He has  declared:

     Arguments against the heathen (1:19-32)

     Arguments against the hypocrite  (2:1-16)

     Arguments against the Hebrew  (2:17-3:8) 

     Arguments against humanity   (3:9-20)
TRANS.:  After all his arguments, he concludes this section of Romans by rendering the verdict.  “THE VERDICT IS IN:  ‘GUILTY AS CHARGED!’ ”
I.   MAN’S CONDITION IS HELPLESS:  v.19

A.  He Is Convicted!


1.  He is condemned by the very Law he thought would save him.




a.  In his quotations from O.T. he uses a broader concept of the “Law” than 

                   the moral law or 10 Commandments.

              b.  He quotes from the Psalms & the Prophets not just the Pentateuch.
NOTE:  The word "Law" has, in the Scriptures, a great variety of significations. Its strict and proper meaning is, a rule of conduct prescribed by superior authority.

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)



2.  The Jew especially trusted in the observance of the Scriptures to save him.

          3.  But since the law was “holy, just & good” – no man could ever keep it.

          4.  Thus the Jew was declared guilty by the very law in which he boasted.
NOTE:  The argument is very plain: we can never be justified and saved by the law that we have broken. 

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition)

B.  He Is Condemned:



1.  Man is without a defense, because he could never keep the Law of a holy

              God.

         2.  Man has no case:




a.  The Law of God is a “mouth stopper” – thus man is silenced.

ILLUS.:  Whenever man views God and His absolute holiness, he become silent.  When JOB, who had been complaining about all his trials finally sees the Lord & God begins to ask him questions, Job is suddenly silent!  When ISAIAH sees the Lord on His throne with the seraphim surrounding Him crying “Holy, holy, holy!”  he sees himself for the sinner he is & becomes silent.  HABAKKUK had many questions about what the Lord was doing when the enemy was about to attack, but when God spoke, Habakkuk became silent.  When John in the Revelation saw the Lord high and lifted up in all His majesty & glory, he went silent!
                 Whenever man is confronted with holiness, he must shut up!  Since the Law is holy, man is silenced!   When we stand in His awesome presence and His Word is opened, we will have no argument our mouths will be stopped!  The Law of God reveals sin, condemns the sinner & silences the sinner.



b.  The Law of God cries out “all the world (is) guilty before God!”

ILLUS.:  This is a sweeping indictment & unlike verdicts rendered in human courtrooms, there is no appeal possible!  The verdict will stick and the sentence is fixed.  All those trusting in their works will be sentenced to hell as their punishment.  All those trusting in Christ will have their sentence overturned.  Our Advocate will stand in our defense before the bar of God’s justice and state the penalty for our guilt has been paid & accepted!  We can go free.  Beyond being set free, we will be promoted!!!    It is as if the most vile serial murderer or rapist is not only declared “not guilty” and free from any penalty, but actually given a great inheritance and high position.



c.  The Law cries out “All are guilty!  All deserve hell!  All are sinners!”  but 

                   our defense attorney, Jesus, cries out, “But I have paid their sin debt!  Set 
                   them free and give them joint heirship with Me.”
II.  MAN’S CASE IS HOPELESS:  v.20


A.  He Is Not Equal In Sin:


1.  There are moral sinners and immoral sinners.

         2.  There are those with little sin & those with great sin. 

         3.  Though he is not equal in the enormity of his sin, he is nonetheless guilty of 

              sin;  thus “no flesh (shall) be justified in His sight…”
ILLUS.:  There is at least one skeleton or one bone in every man’s closet!  A man may be faithful to his wife, but he is not completely without lust.  A man may be trustworthy with finances, but he may have coveted more than he has received.  A man may be generally honest, but he has surely told a lie sometime.

A man may not be a murderer, but Jesus declared anger in the heart qualifies a man as being guilty.  A man may have a clean mind, but he is not 100% pure in his thoughts.

B.  He Is Equal In Guilt:



1.  The more man knows about the Law & its righteous demands, the more 

              guilty he appears.

         2.  The law is the straightedge which reveals how crooked he is.

         3.  The law cannot save, it can only serve to demonstrate guilt.

Galatians 3:10
For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

James 2:10

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

ILLUS.:  You may not be a bank robber, but you have been a blasphemer.  You have not been a murderer, but you have been a gossiper.  You have not been a rapist, but you have lusted.  You have not borne false witness, but you have lied.  You have not cursed, but you have slandered.  You have not gossiped, but you have listened to gossip.  You have not been a traitor, but you have spoken evil of others.
You have not dishonored your parents, but you have sassed them.  You have not disobeyed your pastor, but you have spoken against his preaching.  You have not disgraced your church, but you have listened to criticism.  You have not openly complained about authority, but you have a poor attitude.


4.  If the Law is a “rule of conduct prescribed by proper authority” it is not he 
              law which is the problem – it is our disrespect of it.

Romans 7:7
What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.



5.  The Law is that which provides “a knowledge of sin.”

ILLUS.:  Suppose I come from a backward island where there are no red lights.  Then I move to America.

Suddenly I see that red lights are a part of the law here.  If I learn to drive then I must stop at red lights.  The red light may be inconvenient, but I must stop there.  If I choose not to do so, it doesn’t make the law bad, it makes my conduct bad!
                 There is an unwritten law or code of conduct built into every human being called conscience which convicts him of wrongdoing (the heathen).  For example, in every culture, it is wrong to murder.   But there is a written law which is even more binding and condemning.  It is the Law of God and any violation of it condemns us.  It reveals wrongdoing and calls it sin.  Sin must be punished.  Either the person or the Savior must pay the penalty!  
CONCL.:  “THE VERDICT IS IN:  ‘GUILTY AS CHARGED!’ ”     V. 20 ends the fist section of Romans.  The case against man is settled.  The 2nd section deals with the righteousness of God
