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        ROMANS 13 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“THE WORLD’S MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION”
TEXT:  Romans 3:1-4

THESIS:  To show that the chief advantage of Israel was their possession of God’s Word.

INTRO.:   A.  If I could choose any lawyer to represent me in a trial, I would want the Apostle Paul.  He is a master at arguing his case.  He has presented his arguments in the courtroom of Romans that man has perverted the truth of God’s Word and is twisted in his beliefs & behavior.  He has concluded that all are sinners and has just completed his arguments that the Jew is included in the indictment.  The fact that they have been circumcised gives them no special standing with God.  Nor the fact that they are called “God’s chosen people” does not automatically bestow spiritual advantages.

               B.  As a good lawyer Paul anticipates the questions which would arise from his reasoning and his arguments to this point.  So he begins with a list of rhetorical questions he assumes have formed in any Jewish readers mind.

I.   THE WORRY:  V.1

A.  Racial Advantage:  v.1a

ILLUS.:  Paul imagines the questions that are brewing in the minds of Jews who would receive this letter in Rome.  It blasts their superiority as a special people.  It is an affront to their ego as the custodians of the “true religion” and their worship of the one true God.  He anticipates their objections.  He knows that they will think “What is the advantage of being a Jew then, if what you argue is true?!”


1.  In reality the Jew knew that he had several advantages & Paul will take them 

              up in chs. 9-11.



a.  His national election;  God chose Abraham to begin a race of people with 

                   a special promise of being a blessing to all other nations.

              b.  He had promised to provide for them, protect them and fulfill his promises

                   to them.

              c.  He had given them special leaders to deliver them from bondage to their 

                   enemies:  Moses, Joshua, the Judges, & the Kings.

              d.  He had dwelt with them in the Tabernacle & the Temple and supernatur-

                   ally led them & fed them in the wilderness.

              e.  He had imparted to them special means of worship unknown to Gentiles.
              f.   He had miraculously cared for their needs and watched over them.


B.  Ritual Advantage:  v.1b



1.  Paul had just dealt with the issue of circumcision & had shown that though 

              God gave it as a sign of His covenant with His people, that there was more to

              being a true Jew than being circumcised.

         2.  Paul was not diminishing their advantages, but placing them into spiritual 

              perspective & letting them know that no physical ritual could save them.

II.  THE WORD:  v.2

A.  Israel’s Chief Benefit:  v.2a



1.  Paul is about to reveal the major benefit that the nation had been given;  he 

              will list others and deal with them in later chapters.

         2.  Though Paul has taught that being physical descendents of Abraham did not

              qualify them as God’s spiritual descendents, he does want them to know that 

              they do have some benefits others do not have.



3.  His statement “Much every way…” would get the Jewish readers attention; 

              then he would give them benefit #1.




a.  The Jews knew Who God was and what He was like.

              b.  They also knew how to approach Him by faith;  the Gentiles didn’t.

              c.  They knew their own future and the destiny of the nations and God’s 

                   plan for the ages.

B.  The World’s Chief Blessing:  v.2b   
  


1.  To the Jew God had entrusted His Word!
POEM:  William Cowper:  “They, and they only, amongst all mankind,

                                          Received the transcripts of the Eternal Mind;

                                          Were trusted with His own engraven laws,

                                          And constituted guardians of His cause;

                                          Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call,

                                          And theirs, by birth, the Savior of us all.”



a.  All the O.T. writers were Jews (& possibly all the N.T. writers).

              b.  The word “oracles” means “the source of wisdom, knowledge & 
                   prophecy.”  (Encarta World English Dictionary)

              c.  All Divine written revelation and truth had been entrusted with Israel.

              d.  Everything God had to say to man, He said to the Jews.

ILLUS.:  There is other truth in this world, but the only Truth which can save is God’s written revelation!  All truth comes from God, whether it be in nature, mathematics, true science, or life – but only God’s Word is capable of saving.  Other truth is helpful and instructive but not redemptive.  
QUOTE:  The gospel is called the oracles of God, Heb 5:12; 1 Peter 4:11. Now these oracles were committed to the Jews; the Old Testament was written in their language; Moses and the prophets were of their nation, lived among them, preached and wrote primarily to and for the Jews. They were committed to them as trustees for succeeding ages and churches. The Old Testament was deposited in their hands, to be carefully preserved pure and uncorrupt, and so transmitted down to posterity. The Jews were the Christians' library-keepers, were entrusted with that sacred treasure for their own use and benefit in the first place, and then for the advantage of the world; and, in preserving the letter of the scripture, they were very faithful to their trust, did not lose one iota or tittle, in which we are to acknowledge God's gracious care and providence. The Jews had the means of salvation, but they had not the monopoly of salvation.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)


2.  The tragedy is that the Jew had focused much attention on their privileges, 
              but very little on their responsibilities.

         3.  They had even distorted the privilege which was theirs regarding the Scrip-

              tures.




a.  Beginning with the Babylonian captivity, the Jews reverence for man-made
                   rabbinical traditions and interpretations had come to outweigh her rever-

                   ence for the written Word of God.

              b.  The religious leaders of Jesus’ day prided themselves as being experts in 

                   the Scriptures, but Jesus rebuked them & said:  “…do ye not therefore 

                    err, because ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God?”

              c.   Jesus rebuked the unbelieving Jews declaring:  “Search the Scriptures,

                    for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 

                    of Me.”  John 5:39

III.  THE WITNESS:  V.3,4

A.  Unbelief:  v.3,4a


1.  Paul again anticipates the question in his Jewish minds:  “What if some did 
              not believe?”

         2.  His answer is loud & clear:  “shall their unbelief make the faith of God w/out

              effect?”




a.  Truth is static & unchangeable;  what people do with truth has no bearing

                   on its veracity, authority or purity.

              b.  If everyone denies a truth, the truth stays the same.

ILLUS.:  Remember the context is still God’s Word.  That is the truth that men deny.  But it has no effect on the truth – but the truth will have an ultimate effect on them, i.e., it will damn them.
                 Most Jews had denied the truth of the Word, both written & Living.  


B.  Ultimatum:  v.4b


1.  “Let God be true & every man a liar!”  




a.  Unbelievers are the same as liars, for unbelief is essentially a lie, in that it

                   rejects the truth and obeys falsehood.

              b.  To deny the creation account is to believe a lie.

              c.  To deny the redemption account is to believe a lie.

              d.  To deny any part of the truth is to believe a lie in its stead.

ILLUS.:  Example:  to deny that divorce is forbidden by God is to believe a lie.  To deny that lust is sin is to believe a lie.  To deny any truth is to embrace a corresponding lie.  It is a shame when believers allow their comfort level to dictate their lifestyle, instead of God’s Word of Truth!



2.  David’s statement after his sin with Bathsheba & exposure by Nathan is 

              given as an example of what everyone’s reaction to the truth should be.

Psalms 51:4
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

CONCL.:  “THE WORLD’S MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION” is God’s Word.  It was originally given to Israel, but all are measured by it’s truths and will be ultimately judged by it.  May we not only say we believe it, but live by it and honor it in our lives.
