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        ROMANS 11 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“YOUR EXAMPLE IS SHOWING”  or

“THE JEW ON TRIAL”
TEXT:  Romans 2:17-24

THESIS:  To show that belief must be translated into life.

INTRO.:  A.  The heathen is a person with a perverted religion.  The hypocrite is a person with a pretended religion.  The Jew is a person with a powerless religion.  In this “courtroom” called Romans, Paul the counsel for the prosecution proceeds with his case against all mere religionists as well as those who live as though there is no God.
Now he focuses in on the Jew.  He has already stated that God is no respecter of persons (a concept offensive to the Jew, who thought he was definitely preferred by God over lowly Gentiles!  

              B.  It is at this very point that Paul picks up his argument.  He speaks about the Jews preferred status as God’s chosen people.  He will argue that their supposed superiority is not due to their innate goodness or because of something they have earned, but rather due to His grace alone.  He will also point out that with great privilege comes great obligation…

I.  GREAT PRIVILEGE:  v.17-20
ILLUS.:  It is of course true that God had given the Jew great privilege over other nations.  But He did so that  through them “all nations of the earth would be blessed.”    It was NOT because of something they had done, but because of something He wanted them to do!


A.  Hebrew Birth:  v.17a  “…a Jew”


1.  They were called “Jews” at the time of Christ whereas in the O.T. they were

              known as Israelites or Hebrews.

         2.  The word “Jew” comes from Judah and it means “praised.”

         3.  The name Jew was a designation of great pride as it spoke of their racial and

              religious heritage.

ILLUS.:  The nation had in fact been singled out by God through Abraham above all others on the earth.  But instead of accepting the responsibility of their exalted position among the nations, they became prideful and selfish and wanted God’s blessings for themselves and looked down on the very people they were sent to bless.
                  Perhaps like being born a Jew, being born-again as believers, we too have some spiritual pride & we too have assumed that we are somehow better than others and want to keep the message of salvation to ourselves!?  Do we look down our spiritual noses at others entrapped in religions, cults and heathenism & simply shake our heads & speak of them in derogatory terms, instead of sharing the saving message of the cross with them?!

B.  Hebrew Bible:  v.17b   “…the Law”



1.  To the Jew had been entrusted the “oracles” of God.  Rom.3:2
         2.  The word “oracles” is the Greek term “logion” meaning the utterances or 

              words of God.

ILLUS.:  Think of it!  No other nation had a copy of God’s Word.  If anyone were to hear it, they had to come to the Jew.  But the Jew had become so filled with spiritual pride, they had become obnoxious to the Gentiles.

                 The Romans practiced religious immorality, but their gods condoned it.  The heathen gods were immoral themselves;  they were filled with lust & greed.  So the heathen were like their gods.  Thus it was natural, when they saw the conduct of the Jews, to assume that their God was like His people!  The Jews were crooked, immoral, and greedy.  They cared more about gold than about God.  In spite of their external display of religiosity.  Stay tuned.  (v.21-24)

C.  Hebrew Boasting:  v.18-20



1.  They knew God’s will (it was revealed in God’s Word).   v.18
         2.  They had God’s light.  V.19




a.  They were convinced that they alone could set the standard for spiritual

                   things.
              b.  They felt that they had a “corner on the market” of truth (& they did!), 

                   but though they had possession of the Law, they didn’t practice the Law.



3.  They held the truth.  V.20

ILLUS.:  No one is given the truth for hoarding!  It is given to be shared with others.  That’s why tracts are so popular among God’s people.  (Not too many liberals hand out tracts to convert people to liberalism.)
We are to share the message of the Gospel by as many means as possible.  

                 The Jews were supposed to be instructors and teachers of the truth, but instead they just held onto it.  Are we guilty of doing the same thing?!

II.  GREAT OBLIGATION:  v.21-24

A.  Not Possession, But Practice:  v.21


1.  Paul speaks here of spiritual insincerity.
         2.  He tells them that teaching loses its authority when it is done hypocritically.

ILLUS.:  Hey Christian, “YOUR EXAMPLE IS SHOWING!”  How you live speaks so loudly the lost can’t hear what you are saying!  Possession of the truth is only half the battle.  It must also be practiced if it is to have any impact but a negative one.   Your lifestyle is more important than your doctrinal position.  You can believe all the right things but unless you back it up with your life and live according to your principles, you are a hypocrite and no one will listen.
                The question “…dost thou steal?”  was a searing, searching interrogation of “THE JEW ON TRIAL!”   The heathen knew (& Paul knew) that the business dealings of the Jews were unethical.  While they set themselves up as spiritual examples, they cheated in business and their god was their gold.

B.  Not Outward Actions, But Inward Attitude:  v.21,22a


1.  Paul’s next question again put the Jew on the hot seat:  “…dost thou commit
              adultery?”

         2.  This went to the heart of their current divorce traditions;  they could put 

              away their wives for “…every cause.”
Matthew 19:3
3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?




a.  It wasn’t that the Gentile’s divorce laws were any more stringent, but 

                   the Jews had no excuse.

              b.  The Gentiles knew about the Jews hypocrisy in this regard.


C.  Not External Morality, But Internal Submission:  v.22b,24



1.  Paul, the lawyer, probes deeper:  “…dost thou commit sacrilege?”




a.  The Jews had given up idolatry and spoke loudly against the practice,

                   but they would sell idols to the heathen in the marketplace!

              b.  They wouldn’t sacrifice to an idol, but they would buy the cheaper cuts of
                   meat in the marketplace, knowing they had been sacrifices.



2.  Now comes a final searing question stabbing at the heart of the matter: v.23



a.  Their boasting centered about the Law of God;  His Word.

              b.  They were proud that they had it while others did not.

              c.  But Paul says that they dishonored the very Law they said they loved.

ILLUS.:  Today in Jewish synagogues the Torah (the Law) will be paraded around the sanctuary & great excitement prevails, along with touching it and kissing it, etc., but most of those who go there have no idea what God says or how the Word is supposed to impact their lives.
                 Are we perhaps guilty of the same thing?  We say we have the Bible in the KJV.  Do we allow it to alter our lifestyle?  Do we abide by its precepts?  Do we do what it says?

CONCL.:  Paul’s startling conclusion is devastating to the Jew.  He says they have blasphemed the very God they said they loved, by not obeying His Word and that the Gentiles saw this and it caused them to stumble.  It is true that nothing will turn unbelievers away from the truth faster than misbehavior on the part of professed believers – Jews or Gentiles!
ILLUS.:  When David sinned with Bathsheba the worst indictment against him from the lips of Nathan the prophet was:  “Thou has given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.”  (2 Sam.12:14)
Could it be that “YOUR EXAMPLE IS SHOWING?!”
