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"BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT: IT'S A CHURCH!'"

TEXT: Acts 16:9 and Phil. 1:1

THESIS:  To show how the Philippian Church was born.

INTRO:  A. Everyone here was born after being microscopically conceived; talk about "small beginnings"!  But God often uses "small beginnings" to produce wonderful results.

         B. Who would have guessed that the crucifixion of an obscure Jew from a tiny town in Israel would have world-wide impact?  Who would have thought that a band of 12 men would have shaped world history or that 120 peasants would begin a religious revolution which continues to the present?   Or who could have known that the conversion of a short, bald-headed Jew would transplant the testimony of Christ to the Gentile world?  And who would have dared to surmise that a 100 mile boat ride from Asia to Europe would have been the beginning of the fall of the mighty Roman Empire?  

      A   And who would suspect that the first church on European soil would begin with a female convert who was an Asian Gentile by a riverside?

ILLUS:  But just as human birth is preceded by conception and gestation and labor pains, the same is true of the birth of the first European church in Philippi...

I.  A CHURCH'S CONCEPTION:  (A WEALTHY WOMAN WORSHIPPER)

    A. Vision: v.9,10

       
1. Every church is conceived after someone has a "vision".

2. But you say, Paul's vision was supernatural...yes and so is every other vision of a church planter, if that church is of God.

ILLUS: A man by the name of Richard Thomas and a handful of converts 38 years ago had a vision of a church being born on this spot and that vision was of the Lord as history testifies!

    B. Visitation: v.13-14

       
1. When Paul first arrived nothing happened..."abiding certain days..."

2. "And on the Sabbath..." Paul would have looked for a synagogue, but instead found a little women's prayer meeting going on.  v.13

ILLUS: In Paul's vision it was a man calling him, but now he can only locate some women worshippers.  A Pharisee for years Paul would have repeated daily a prayer which included these words: "O God I thank Thee that I am neither Gentile, slave nor a woman."  He would also know that the guidelines for starting a synagogue was a minimum of 10 men and no amount of women would replace even one man!  Talk about disappointing beginnings!

    C. Victory: v.14-15

1. These men had seen what God could do with small beginnings at Calvary and at Pentecost, so they began witnessing.

       2. God opens the heart of this wealthy (seller of purple), woman worshipper.

       3. She was from Thyatira - the very city to which Paul was forbidden to go!
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ILLUS: Talk about "small beginnings"!  A MAN summons Paul to Europe and a woman is his first convert.  He was looking for a synagogue to preach in and finds some Gentiles by a river-side.  He probably expected spectacular results and large crowds but sees instead quiet conversions in a single household.

        We never know what God is doing in hearts.  One Scottish preacher felt his years work was a failure and he complained: "We only had one convert and that was wee Bobby Moffatt."  But Moffatt became a great man of God who won many others to Christ.

II. A CHURCH'S LABOR PAINS:  (A TRUTH-TELLING, DEMON-POSSESSED, WOMAN PREACHER)

    A. Violence: v.16-24

       1. Apparent failure often follows great victory.

ILLUS: Every demon in the Bible is a fundamentalist!

Mt. 8:29  And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time? 

Mark 1:24  Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

Mark 3:11  And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 

James 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

ILLUS: It shouln't surprise us that "FUNDAMENTALIST DEMONS" are filling pulpits, are 

on TV, on Bible translating committees.  The real problem is not the fundamentals, the real problem is final authority!

a. The demon's message: v.17  (the truth!  The motive was to link Paul with this demon possessed woman preacher and her profiteering cohorts.)

           b. The demoniac's master: v.18  (the demon)

           c. The demoniac's masters: v.19  (they incite racism and inject religion  v.20-22)

           d. The disciple's misery: v.23,24

NOTE: Sometimes the worst form of opposition is the most innocent appearing and subtle.  Watch out when the devil and his crowd applaud you and praise the Lord!  Satanic opposition is subtle and real.  Whenever God begins something Satan will oppose it!  When Satan attacks you, praise the Lord...you must be doing something right!

    B. Vindication: v.25-34

       
1. Paul and Silas didn't pout; they prayed and praised!  v.25

       
2. God didn't abandon them; He supernaturally rescued them.  v.26

3. The Lord didn't leave them He led them and their jailor and his family and servants got saved!  30-34
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III. A CHURCH'S BIRTH: (A PASTOR, DEACONS AND PEOPLE)  Phil. 1:1

    A. Validation:

NOTE: A true, biblical church is much more than just a band of believers meeting in a home for a Bible study, although that is how many new churches begin.  A true church always consists of a Pastor(s), deacons and people!  If any one of these is missing it may be a nice Bible study but it is NOT a church!

1. God validates a church when he brings these key ingredients together.

a.   The word for "bishops" is "presbuteros" and means that the pastor is to oversee and  shepherd the work.

b. The word for "deacons is "diakonos" and means servant, i.e., one humble enough to serve the church.

c. The "saints" are the members of the local body of believers and are listed first and constitute the final authority as an autonomous body.

    B. Viability:

1. A biblically constituted church is not only a visible organization, but a viable organism with the ability to sustain itself, discipline itself and propagate itself.

2. If it cannot and will not do these things it is "still born" or a  "miscarriage" and thus not viable.

CONCL: The Birth Announcement reads: "IT'S A CHURCH!"  There is no God ordained organization or organism closer to our Savior than His church.  Are YOU a part of it?  Are you a "saint"?  Have YOU been BORN AGAIN?

“DEAR FRIENDS...”

TEXT: Phil. 1:1-2

THESIS: To show Paul’s reasons for writing the church at Philippi and his love for his friends there.

INTRO:  A. I get a great deal of mail, in fact I get too much mail!  Most of it goes promptly into the trash can.  But I always take an immediate interest in a handwritten letter.  It usually gets read first.  Sometimes I don’t recognize the handwriting and will immediately turn tot he last page to see who sent it to me.  That wasn’t necessary in Bible days.  The writer signed his name at the beginning of the letter.  And I am quite sure that when any church received a letter with Paul’s name up front they couldn’t wait to read it (unless they knew they deserved a rebuke).

B. But the Philippian church had done nothing deserving of rebuke and had no obvious doctrinal error that needed correcting, so when Paul wrote they must have been excited.  

C. Of course every letter has a purpose and this epistle of Paul to the church and Philippi had several main themes:
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a. To thank them for their financial support (they were his only supporting church!). 4:15-18

b. To convey information concerning his present status (he was in prison awaiting the out come of his trial. 2:23

c. To correct a misunderstanding in the church (not a doctrinal matter but a personal one which had taken place between two ladies). 4:2

TRANS: Paul writes as a friend and fellow-believer to his converts and church members at Philippi...

I.  THE SERVANTS: v.1

A. Paul the Apostle:

1. Note that he does not use his official title as an “Apostle” here, since he did not have to assert his authority to deal with doctrinal error in this church as he had with Corinth, etc.

2. He writes to friends he wants to encourage, not to believers in need of correction.

3. He calls himself and Timothy “servants” meaning  “someone bound to someone else” - in this wise the Lord Jesus Christ.  (A servant claims no authority!)

ILLUS:  You will not find Paul complaining that he is in prison.  He had surrendered his will to whatever the Savior desired for him.  If it was the Lord’s will he be in prison, then he will be content.  And why not?  God is not cut off from His children by a wall!  A wrong attitude on Paul’s part never would have produced this epistle of joy!  Paul knows that a servant master is responsible for his slaves...their food, clothing, shelter and daily agenda.


B. Timothy the Protege:

ILLUS:  The word “protege” means “one under the patronage, care or protection of another.”

1. Paul had made Timothy his “son” in the Lord and though he was not imprisoned with him, he includes his name in this salutation.

2. Timothy had been with Paul and Silas when the church at Philippi had been born and at that time was “well reported of by the brethren.” (Acts 16:2)




II.  THE SAINTS:

ILLUS:  Note that Paul speaks of “all the saints in Christ Jesus...” which does not exclude any believer in the church and obliterates any distinction between classes of believers.  (“...neither bond nor free, male nor female, Jew nor Gentile...”)


A. A Devoted Woman: 

Surely Paul had a tender regard for his first convert in Europe, Lydia the wealthy “seller of purple” who apparently opened her home for the first church meetings in Philippi.


B. A Demon-Possessed Fortune Teller:

1. We are not told whether this woman got saved, but usually when someone in the Scripture had demons cast out of them they did receive Christ.
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2. Thank God even the vilest sinners are accepted in Christ and should be accepted in church.

C. A Desperate Jailer:

This man had the “hell scared out of him” i.e., he was so fearful when he saw the power of Paul and Silas’ God that he begged  “What must I do to be saved?”


D. A Dedicated Congregation:



1. These are the other “saints” in the church at Philippi.

2. All believers are saints as well as servants of Christ; they are not all practically holy but all are positionally holy.

QUOTE:  Strauss: “Holy people may at times be unholy people in this life.  Saints are at times unsaintly.  However the goal will be realized when the practical process of sanctification is per-fected. ...There is something not right about a human being behaving like an animal, or a full-grown man behaving like a small child.  Nor is it right for a saint to be unsaintly.”


E. A Designated  Group:  “bishops and deacons...”

1. These too are a part of  “all the saints” but they have been separated from the others due to their calling, not their persons.

2. There is no such thing as a real local church without any of these three entities: “saints...bishops and deacons.”

III. THE SALUTATION: v.2


A. Two- Fold Salute:

1. “Grace” refers to a favor done by one to another out of pure generosity with no thought of
reward or repayment.

2. Among the Greeks of Paul’s day it meant a favor of one friend to another, in the case of Christ it was a favor of a Friend to His enemies!

ILLUS:   The grace that each of us has received should take away some of the friction among believers.  Like the wife who came to the Pastor and said  “There is friction in our home but I really don’t know what the trouble is.”  The pastor picked up two blocks of wood and said  “Friction is caused by one of two things: if one block is standing still and the other is moving, there is friction, or if one block is moving one direction and the other is moving in another direction, there is friction.  Now which is it?”   She said: “I have to admit that my husband has been growing spiritually and I have been slipping backwards.  What I need is to get back into fellowship with the Lord.”

3. “Peace” is the opposite of friction and implies a cessation of hostilities and friction between the believer and the Lord.

Rom. 5:1

1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

4. But Paul is not dealing with the “peace with God” here, but the “peace of 
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God” which gives peace in time of turmoil and trial.

ILLUS: Paul is in prison, but he has the “peace of God”.  Cf. 4:11,12


B. Two-Fold Source:

1. Linking “grace...and peace, FROM God...and from the Lord Jesus Christ” is a statement on the Deity of Christ; only God can be the source of these two attributes.

2. Perhaps we could say that God is the Source of all grace and peace and Christ is the medium through whom grace and peace come down to us

ILLUS:  Circumstances cannot bring grace or peace to us, friends cannot do so, money cannot; God and His Son Christ alone can bring grace down to man and peace into man.

CONCL: Here then is “Paul the Apostle’s Practical and Pointed Epistle to the Philippians”!  These are just the opening remarks and though the book is personal it is also doctrinal.  Paul didn’t just write this letter out of friendship, but under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and it is not only written to the members of the church at Philippi, but to us as well.  May we read it as if it just arrived in OUR mailbox!  May we receive it not just from the Apostle Paul but from our blessed Savior!


May we realize again and afresh who we were and who He is!  And as Paul wrote to his “Dear Friends...” may we accept this letter as Jesus’ dear friends!

“GRATITUDE FOR A GREAT CHURCH”

or “THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING”

TEXT: Phil. 1:3-6

THESIS:  A. As children we were often reminded “Don’t forget to say thank you.”  Often the adult who reminds their children to have a thankful spirit, neglects to do the same.  Believers need to work on having a thankful spirit.  We need to thank God for our salvation, His Spirit, His Word and our church as well as for countless other blessings.


B. Though Paul was an Apostle – hand picked by Christ - he never let it go to his head.  He maintained an attitude of thankfulness for whatever God allowed him to accomplish.  He counted himself not as a “big shot’ but as a believer.  He was not handsome, but humble; stooped and short not superior; blind but bold; jailed but joyful; persecuted but praising and tested but thankful.  In all of his trials, he never lost his spirit of thanksgiving.  He was especially thankful for the churches he had been able to establish.  The Philippian church was especially a blessing to him and he opens his epistle to them on a note of thanksgiving...

I.   PRAISE: v.3  Thanksgiving = Gratitude

A. Paul never forgot to say thanks!


B. He was a praiser not a complainer:



1. He remembered his converts.



2. He praised the Lord for his converts.
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ILLUS:  The early days in the beginning of a church ministry are always delightful to look back upon.  Paul undoubtedly remembered that 1st convert by the riverside and her household getting saved.  He no doubt recalled how the demon-possessed woman preacher got saved and his subsequent imprisonment (and supernatural earthquake) which resulted in the jailer and his household being saved and baptized.  What wonderful, sweet memories!  No wonder Paul was praising the Lord!

II. PRAYER: V.4  Prayer = Petition


A. Consistent prayer: “always”


B. Constant prayer: “every”


C. Cheerful prayer: “joy”

NOTE: Joy is the keynote of this epistle.  It is used 6 times, plus the same root word, translated “rejoice” is used 10 times.  In just four short chapters Paul expresses his joy over this beloved church and the blessing they were to him.  For a “jail bird” Paul is in pretty good spirits.  (Remember that when Paul was imprisoned in Philippi, God supernaturally delivered him; he did not do so this time!  God is not bound to always bail out his saints - especially if we get in trouble on our own!  Also remember that Paul was imprisoned for preaching God’s Word!)

III. PARTICIPATION: V.5  Fellowship = Participation

NOTE: The word “fellowship” literally means a joint participation in a common activity.”  While the saints at Philippi were not able to fellowship with Paul in prison, they could and did fellowship with him in the Gospel ministry.   Ten years had passed since Paul had started the church in Philippi,
but the Christians there had not forgotten him nor his reason for starting the church.  “...from the first day until now...” 

A. Here was a church that got started right and stayed right!

B. Here is a church that was not ashamed of its founder who was in prison, but participated in his ministry on an ongoing basis:



1. They believed what he had preached to them.




2. They passed on what he had preached to them.

3. They supported what he had preached to them, financially as well as in prayer.

4. They supported him before his enemies as to what he had preached to them.

5. They prayed for the continued success of what he had preached to them.

C. There was no conflict nor confusion between Paul and this church, only a continuation as a participation in the fellowship of the Gospel.

IV. PERSEVERENCE: v.6

ILLUS: This is perhaps the greatest unconditional promise on eternal security in the Bible. Whom
ever the Lord saves he also sustains; otherwise no one would make heaven.  Paul’s confidence was not in the saints in Philippi but in the Savior of the Philippian saints.


Salvation = Progressive


A. Conversion is instantaneous:
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1. People may grow in the Lord, but cannot grow into the Lord.



2. The new birth is an event, not a process.


B. Salvation is progressive:



1. Regeneration in only stage one.





2. Sanctification is stage two.




3. Glorification is stage three.

QUOTE:  Ruckman: “The One who works IN the Christian placed Himself within the Christian and He will not ‘knock off for lunch,’ cut down to a ‘20 hour work week,’ take a paid vacation, quit before the whistle blows or ‘retire at 50.’  He will work on and on until His workmanship is “faultless before the presence of His glory.”  I Thes. 5:23; Jude 24

ILLUS:  You can’t lose by works what you received by grace...God’s grace.  In spite of the J/W’s, Mormons, Church of Christ, Assemblies of God, Pentecostals, Charasmatics, Lutherans, Methodists, Church of God preachers, Jimmy Swaggart, Benny Hinn, Oral Roberts, et.al, if you were genuinely saved by God’s grace to begin with, you can never lose what He gave you:) eternal life.  If it is eternal it can’t be bound by temporal limitations or lost by temptations or sinful situations.  If you didn’t get it by good works, you can’t lose it by bad works.  If you didn’t get it by a sacrament you can’t lose it by a sentiment.  If you got it by His blood you can’t lose it by a lack of water.  Salvation begins at conversion but doesn’t end till glorification.

CONCL: Paul doesn’t forget to say thanks for the beloved saints at Philippi and praises God for them and prays regularly for them.  Finally he reminds them of the precious gift of sal-vation they have received freely and which will never end till they reach heaven’s shore.  It’s truly “THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING!” 

“HOLY COMMUNION”

TEXT: Phil. 1:7-8

THESIS:  A. “Holy Communion” in liturgical churches is a religious ritual loosely identified with 
the Lord’s Table.  “Holy Communion” in the Bible is the agreement, bond, concord and fellowship believers enjoy with one another.  What makes that communion “holy” is the fact that it is centered in our Savior.  Such was the “HOLY COMMUNION” Paul shared with the believers in the church at Philippi.

B. The saints at Philippi were not ashamed of Paul’s imprisonment and sufferings.  They openly and willingly identified with him and his witness.  Many professing Christians refuse to get involved withthe cause of Christ in any way that might hurt their business, cause trouble in their family, force issues at their place of employment or jeopardize their standing in the community.  This is why some Christians will not join a church like ours!  The cost is too great.

TRANS:  Thank God for saints like those in Philippi who unashamedly identified with Paul and the message he preached...

I.  COMMUNION IN SYMPATHY:   “...in my heart”
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ILLUS:   Paul didn’t say “you get on my nerves!”  He said “I have you in my heart.” He also said “it is meet for me to think this of you all...” i.e., it is right, or more strongly, it is 
morally obligatory and doctrinally sound.  cf. v.5,6

A. They Occupied His Thoughts: v.3


B. They Filled His Heart:  

1. The word “heart” included the mind, emotions and will.

2.  It is not mere sentimentality, but an abiding sensitivity towards his friends at Philippi.


C. They Inspired His Courage :

NOTE:  It is always a blessing to know that others are praying for you and in sympathy and fellowship with your ministry.

II. COMMUNION IN SUFFERING:   “...in my bonds”   Sympathetic Suffering:

A. The saints at Philippi were not only brothers and sisters in Christ to Paul but had an abiding personal interest in his welfare and a financial interest in his ministry.

B. They were not ashamed of him due to his imprisonment, but rather openly identified with him.

ILLUS:  It is interesting that though there was a church in Rome, the capital of the world, where 
Paul was held prisoner, he was more dependent on the sympathy and charity of the saints at Philippi so far away than upon them.

III. COMMUNION IN MINISTRY:   “...in the defense and confirmation of the gospel”


A. Paul’s Trial:

1. No one can say with certainty whether Paul had already stood trial or if his trial was pending.



2. In any event he could depend on the Philippian saints to fellowship with him.



3. Both these words are legal terms; “defense” and “confirmation.”

ILLUS:  Here were believers who were selfless, not selfish!  They didn’t care if they were known to identify with “an enemy of the state” (Rome) or not.
They were Paul’s spiritual children and 
brethren and they refused to be intimidated due to his incarceration.


B. Opportunity Not Defeat:



1. Paul saw his imprisonment as an opportunity to spread the Gospel.  v.12,13



2. Everything is relative; i.e., it depends on how you see your circumstances.

ILLUS:   We can either see our circumstances as “luck” (good or bad) or as a divine ap-pointment.


We either believe that “all things work together for good...” or that things are a product of chance or fate.  If we are living in God’s will, we can be assured that there are no accidents and that everything in our lives is directed by the Lord.
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IV. COMMUNION IN GRACE:   “...partakers of my grace” Grace Makes Communion Possible:

A. Unless you have experienced salvation in Christ there is no fellowship or agreement possible among professed believers.

B. But when saving grace is a common experience then common benefits and blessings are a reality.

ILLUS: Have you ever noticed that wherever you go, you can immediately experience a kindred spirit with other believers?  You may have never met them before, but their is an instant bonding which takes place and you “speak the same language.”

V.  COMMUNION IN LOVE:  “...bowels”  A Lingering Longing:

A. Paul remembered fondly these precious fellow believers and longed for their fellowship.

B. He had spiritual communion with them, but he would have enjoyed their physical fellowship.

ILLUS: The word “bowels” is related to the word “bowl” and has always meant the hallowed out  INSIDE of an object.  That is how it is used here.  The emotions are the INSIDE of the person.  The “bowels” used to include all the major organs in the body cavity, including the heart.  Now “medical science” has confined the word to a function of the lower viscera which disposes of body waste.  We can safely ignore “medical science” and use the word as originally intended by the Holy Spirit!  Paul is saying that he and the Savior long for the Philippians fellowship and communion.  

 CONCL:   This then is genuine “HOLY COMMUNION” biblically defined.  Do you have it?

Is there a oneness, an agreement, a fellowship in your heart for all those in God’s will and doing God’s work, like that of the Philippian saints?  

“LOVE SHOULDN’T BE BLIND!”

TEXT: Phil. 1:9-11

THESIS:  To expound on 3 main elements of Paul’s prayer for the Philippian Christians: love, discernment and fruitfulness.

INTRO:  A. Never has love been more blind than today.  A brief trip to the mall or other public 
place will demonstrate this truth.  What makes an attractive girl attach herself to some weirdo guy with green and red spiked hair, earrings ad makeup?

B. Of course if love were not blind, most people in this room would never have been married!  Our mirrors reflect and reinforce the truism that love is indeed blind...but our text teaches that “LOVE SHOULD NOT BE BLIND!”  Love in the spiritual realm, in fact, MUST NOT BE BLIND!
TRANS:  Paul has thanked the Lord for the Philippian saints, now he prays for them. Paul prays for...
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I.  A  PERCEPTIVE LOVE: v.9


A. A Love Based Upon Knowledge:

1. The worldly concept of love as sentimental, “gushy” emotion has carried over into our thinking.

2. We are not to blindly love everything and everyone without thought as to their character.



3. We are to have an “abounding” love, but not a blind love.



4. All true love is based upon knowledge and is more intellectual than emotional.



5. The heart and mind are to work together.

ILLUS: The High Priest in the Old Testament wore an ephod over his heart with 12 stones with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel engraved on them.  He carried the people over his heart in love.  Paul did likewise and we should follow his example.


B. A Love That Exercises Judgment:



1. The ability to distinguish is a mark of maturity.

ILLUS: When a baby is learning to speak, it may call every 4-legged animal a “bow-wow” or “doggie.”  As he matures he learns that there are cows, cats, dogs, mice and many other 4-legged creatures.  To a little child one automobile is just like all others, but not to a car-crazy teen ager!

2. Paul is praying that the Philippians love will grow and mature into a knowledgeable and discerning love.

ILLUS: We are to love the cultist, but not his cult or false doctrine.  Making mature decisions regarding these matters is based on our knowledge of God’s Word.  Truth always judges error.
You can love a teacher who teaches your child evolution, but true love demands that you challenge that false concept.

II. A PROPER DISCERNMENT:   V.10 


A. Sincerity:



1. The word “approve” means to discriminate or to “test things that differ”.



2. To approve one thing is to disapprove or reject another.

3. Discernment is perhaps the one greatest “missing ingredient” among Christians today.

ILLUS:  Truth is always the deciding factor in accepting or rejecting ideas, concepts, practices, doctrine, men or movements.

2 John 1:10

10   If there come any unto you, and bring not this DOCTRINE, receive HIM not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 

4. The word “sincerity” is injected here by the Holy Spirit as a safeguard against our personal preferences causing us to reject people and doctrine; the basis has 
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to be truth.

ILLUS:  The word “sincere” is literally “without wax.”  The merchants of Paul’s day would melt hot wax into chips and cracks in porcelain ware.  It would readily be discovered by holding the item up to the light of the sun.  So another meaning of the word was added  - “in the sunlight.”   Someone told C.H. Spurgeon that they planned to write his biography.  He said, “Go right ahead, I have nothing to hide!”


B. Sensitivity:

1. The word “offense” is from the Greek word “skandalon” (Eng. :Scandal), i.e., the believer is to be without scandal.

2. To the wishy-washy crowd of believers today, they think that this admonition means to avoid what they consider “controversy.”



3. But believers, while possessing love, must nevertheless defend the faith.

QUOTE:  Dr. Vance Havner in a message entitled “The Forgotten Anathema” was quoted in the  1/7/55  Sword of the Lord: “Some Christians who once championed sound doctrine beat a retreat once in a while and from stratospheric heights announce that they do not ‘stoop to controversy.’


When a man contends for the faith in New Testament style, he does not stoop! ...Contending for the faith is not easy.  It is not pleasant business.  It has many perils.  It is a thankless job.  And it is highly unpopular in this age of moral fogs and spiritual twilight’s.  It is a day of diplomats, not prophets!  It is nicer to be an appeaser than an opposer.  It is the day of Erasmus, not Luther; of Gamaliel, not Paul.”

III. A PRODUCTIVE FRUITFULNESS: v.11


A. Spectrum:  “fruits”

1. The “fruits of righteousness” speak of a life right with God; holiness and living clean.



2. The “fruits” of a believer include:




a. Soul-winning.  Prov. 11:30

Rom. 1:13

13    Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 




b. The fruit of the Spirit.  Gal. 5:22,23




c.  The fruit of holiness.

Rom. 6:22

22   But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 




d. The fruit of good works.
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Col. 1:10 

10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 




e. The fruit of praise (called the “fruit of the lips” in Heb. 13:15).

ILLUS: The fruit tree doesn’t produce a great deal of noise when producing a crop.  It simply allows the life within to work in a natural way, and fruit is the result.   In the same way a new convert demonstrates his new life by the fruit which is produced.  If no fruit is seen, no root may be the reason.  As a tree which holds its old dry leaves all winter
only sheds them when the new sap runs in the spring, so too a new convert will shed old dead works when the new life of Christ begins to take over.


B. Source:  “which are by Jesus Christ...”

1. The difference between spiritual fruit and “religious activity” is that the source is the Savior.



2. Self-righteousness is not the “fruits of righteousness” produced by the Savior.

Phil. 3:9

9
And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

CONCL: “LOVE SHOULDN’T BE BLIND!”   In fact, LOVE MUST NOT BE BLIND in the 

spiritual realm.  It must be perceptive, have proper discernment and produce fruit.  How does 

YOUR love measure up to this divine standard? Christian compassion, conviction and commitment must not be blind as to doctrine, people or motives.  Let us grow up in our love to an intelligent, active, responsible faith and produce fruit for Him.

“CHAINS THAT SET US FREE”

TEXT: Phil. 1:12-14

THESIS:  To show that the circumstances of the believer’s life are ordered of the Lord and that we should turn opposition into opportunity.

INTRO:  A. Paul dreamed of going to Rome; not for a vacation, but to preach the Gospel.  In  Rom. 1:15  he wrote: “I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at Rome also.”  In Acts 19:21: “...I must also see Rome.”  The Lord came to Paul one night and promised: “Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou has testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.”   Acts 23:11

B. Paul went to Rome, just as God promised, but not as a preacher...but as a prisoner!  The positive side of this is that he didn’t have to pay his own way, nor even raise support to go.  The Govt. paid all his expenses.  But he went in chains.  But even Paul’s chains became a positive witness.

TRANS:  From this passage we can learn that our opposition can become an opportunity and our persecution or problems may become a promotion.  Often they are the “CHAINS THAT 
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SET US FREE”.  Just as PAUL’S CHAINS...

I.  INCREASED COMMUNICATION:  “...the furtherance of the Gospel”

ILLUS:  The same God who used Moses’ rod, Gideon’s pitchers and David’s sling, used Paul’s chains.  Little did the Romans realize that the chains they placed on Paul’s wrists would release him instead of bind him.  (God wants to do the same thing with your chains!)


A. Selflessness:  “...the things which happened to me”

1. Paul was primarily concerned with the cause of Christ and its success, not with his own welfare.

2. Most of us are more concerned with our own welfare more than the cause of Christ.

ILLUS: It is this selflessness which characterizes missionaries and other servants of Christ and enables them to endure hardness and hardships, separation from loved ones, etc.  They really believe in the message they preach and the Judgment Seat of Christ!




a. “Things” don’t just “happen” to the child of God in God’s will.

b. Paul’s circumstances were a part of God’s “all things” of Rom. 8:28 and so are ours!


B. Usefulness:  “...furtherance of the Gospel”

1. Paul ‘s chains set him free to plant the seed of the Gospel where he could never have done so otherwise.



2. The Gospel was furthered rather than fettered, because of Paul’s chains.

QUES:  What is your chain today?  Can you see how God is in that chain?  How he can use you due to your circumstances?  

II. INCREASED CONTACT:  “...in all the palace”


A. Chains of Opportunity:

1. Paul refers to his chains as “bonds in Christ” which shows that he recognized that he was in prison due to the Lord’s will.

2. Paul was able to reach the lost guards chained to him daily and thru them to get the Gospel “in all other places” i.e., many places not otherwise accessible: guard’s loved ones, their leaders and ultimately into Caesar’s palace itself!

ILLUS:  Paul’s guards would change every 6 hours, so he would have a captive audience of 4 different men each day.  Here they were chained to a man who “prayed without ceasing,” who persistently witnessed and who spent much time writing to encourage other believers in other parts of the world in the churches he had established.  They couldn’t help but be impressed!


B. Bonds of Blessing:

1. Paul was bound, but the Word of God was set free.
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2. The word “palace” here is the word from which the Praetorian Guard comes; an elite corps
 of nine contingents of 1000 men each charged with special assignments of guarding the emperor and important prisoners.

ILLUS:  God did what Paul could never have done.  He placed him strategically so he would have access to witness to the elitist guards, their families and even Caesar himself.  And Paul saw God’s hand in his “bonds of blessing”!  Do YOU?

III. INCREASED COURAGE:   “...waxing confident”

NOTE:  Paul’s chains not only gave him contact with the lost to spread the Gospel, but it gave others outside the prison walls the courage they needed to witness.  Does your response encourage or discourage others?   

I have a message entitled “The Fine Art of Discouraging Others” concerning the report of the 10 spies Moses sent into the Promised Land who came back with a negative report and caused the entire nation to wander in the wilderness for 40 years.


A. The Power Of Example:



1. Paul didn’t know that his response to God’s will would produce this result.



2. But doing right is it’s own reward, even if others don’t follow your example.

3. In this case, because Paul responded properly to adverse circumstances; his persecution was turned into a pulpit.




a. His chains became their catalyst.




b. His bonds became their boldness.


B. The Challenge Of Chains:

1. It was common knowledge that Paul was awaiting trial before the feared Nero and Paul’s courage imparted courage to them.

2. Perhaps they felt that if Paul could be a positive witness in these circumstances then imprisonment couldn’t be so horrible a prospect after all.

ILLUS: Many of the martyrs inspired others to greater boldness.  Someone said: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” You never kill a movement which is morally and spiritualize by killing off its leaders; they simply become heroes and positive role models for others to follow.

There are almost 600 miles of mole like tunnels outside Rome called the catacombs.  10 generations of believers fled there during 300 years of persecution!  Archaeologists estimate that between 1,750,000 and 4,000,000 Christians were buried there and the most cogent witness to their faith was the epitaph: “The Word of God is not bound.”  

3. Perhaps our problem today in the church is a lack of persecution and martyrs who  would inspire and impel us to be bolder for our Savior.

4. Paul’s imprisonment and chains caused others to be bold in witnessing and they spoke “the word without fear.”

CONC:  Perhaps your sickness, pain, persecution, adversity or problem was a chain that the 

Lord sent to you to free you.  Why not look at your tribulations as “CHAINS TO SET YOU FREE?”
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 “MEN, MINISTRIES, MESSAGE AND MOTIVES”

TEXT: Phil. 1:15-18

THESIS:  To show that the message preached is more important than the men or ministries or even the motives behind the preaching.

INTRO:  A. John Wesley and George Whitefield, both powerful preachers in England with huge followings and multitudes of converts, nonetheless did not cooperate in campaigns due to some differences.  Someone, apparently wishing to divide the two men further asked Wesley if he expected to see Whitefield in heaven.  The Evangelist replied, “No, I do not.”  The man asked:  


“Then you do not think Whitefield is a converted man?”  “Of course he is a converted man!” Wesley replied, “But I do not expect to see him in heaven - because he will be so close to the throne of God and I will be so far away that I will not be able to see him!”


B. In our text, we have the Apostle Paul in prison and because of his bonds some were emboldened to preach the Gospel.  Mixed in that crowd were some who were doing so with the wrong motives as well as those who did so to honor the Lord.  The point of the passage is, that as long as they “preached Christ” (every verse in the passage mentions this or alludes to it), and did not preach heresy, Paul rejoiced.

I.  ONE MESSAGE:  “Preach Christ...” v.15,v.16 (v.17), v.18


A. The Priority: Preaching



1. The main thing for the believer is to get the message out.

2. The word “preach” in v.15 and 16 means “an authoritative announcement that demands a response;” and speaks of the act of preaching; in v.17  it denotes an offer of information.

ILLUS: The difference between a witness and a soul-winner is that the witness simply offers the facts of the Gospel while the soul-winner “preaches” (proclaims) the Gospel and asks for a response!


B. The Person: Christ



1. The center of our message is the Savior; all else is peripheral.

ILLUS:  When we go soul-winning, we must take care that we don’t get sidetracked into dealing with issues: standards, Bible versions, personal convictions, etc.  Focus on the Savior!

2. At this point Paul is not concerned with the motives of those doing the preaching but with the substance and Subject of their message, which is Christ.

II.  TWO MOTIVES:  


A. The Good Group: Proper Motive  v.15,17

1. This group preached Christ out of “good will” (v.15b) and “love”.
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2. This group not only was sound in doctrine, but pure in motivation; they loved the Lord and they no doubt loved Paul and had received courage because of Paul’s testimony while in prison.  v.14


B. The Bad Group: Improper Motive   v.15,16

1. This group preached Christ out of “envy and strife” - “not sincerely” - hoping to “add affliction” to Paul’s bonds (cause his chains to cut into his flesh - lit.) and “in pretense (v.18)!

ILLUS:  How dare you Paul...judge men’s motives!  Some squeamish believers today would be extremely uncomfortable with this statement of Paul’s.   But while Paul rejoices in the Gospel being preached, he nevertheless does not rejoice in the motives of the men preaching it! Their motives included jealousy.  As someone once said: “The hardest instrument to play in all of God’s orchestra is second fiddle.”  -Havner

2. There is a vast difference in rejoicing in a message preached and approving a method used.

ILLUS:  Some Christians today preach a fine message, but they cooperate with and endorse and find fellowship with men and movements which are in doctrinal error, have apostasized and who may even be involved in heresy.  While we would thank God for the measure of gospel that is preached, we are not then justified in cooperating with false teachers!


If some Christian leader departs from the faith we are bound by the authority of Scripture to point out this deviation and attempt to correct it (in the proper spirit of humility and grace, not in a proud or self-righteous manner).  Today we are labeled unkind for pointing out such heresy or deviation.  It is indeed a day of diplomats not a day of prophets, as Vance Havner said.

3. The very words Paul uses to describe those with false motives proves we are never justified in joining with this crowd, even if they do “preach the Gospel.”

4. What matters to Paul is not what they are attempting to do to him, but what they are doing for the Gospel.

5. Paul knows things the hearers of these contentious preachers do not know; they hear only the good preaching and do not see the bad motives.

6. This group preaches Christ out “OF CONTENTION, NOT SINCERELY...”  v.16

ILLUS:  If the cry of the world is “Sir, we would see Jesus,” it is a cry that falls on deaf ears many times.  The preachers of v. 16 are doing what they do because they hate Paul and are envious of his power and influence.  His ministry is a success and theirs is a failure.


Success in the ministry is not measured by numbers.  Otherwise the Mormons, J/W’s and Catholics are in the lead.  It is the MESSAGE that is critical to success and the MOTIVE is obviously a vital factor.


The Calvinists motive is to prove that evangelism is heresy;  the Charismatics motive is to give a “feel good” message while still “preaching the Gospel.”  The Neo-Evangelicals motive is to please everybody and ignore doctrinal differences while still “preaching the Gospel.”  The Cultists motive is to get real Christians out of their churches while still calling themselves “Christians”!  Read v.16 again!

III.  ONE MISSION:  Rejoicing In Truth:
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A. Paul obviously rejected the improper motives, but rejoiced in the truth of the message.

B. Note that all of these “preachers” preached Christ; that was Paul’s criteria for rejoicing, nothing less.

C. This is not proof text for tearing down walls of biblical separation and starting some type of ecumenical evangelistic endeavor!

D. Paul was in a “win-win” situation because he was the reason the Gospel was being preached.

1. His friends were preaching Christ because of their love for him and renewed courage due to his response to his chains.

2. His enemies were preaching Christ because of their hatred and jealousy for him, but he was nonetheless the inspiration.

3. At the Judgment Seat of Christ Paul would no doubt be rewarded for the results of both groups!

CONCL:   The message is everything!  If Christ is preached in purity, motives are secondary!  But motives are nevertheless important.  Why do we do what we do?  Examine yourself!

“ARE YOU A MICROSCOPE OR A TELESCOPE?

TEXT: Phil. 1:19-20

THESIS: To show that the believer should exalt and magnify the Savior regardless of circumstances.

INTRO: A. A microscope makes something small seem large.  A telescope makes something large seem even larger.   “Microscope saints” magnify circumstances out of proportion.  They allow the little aggravations of life to dominate them.  “Telescope saints” magnify Christ, i.e., they make Christ, Who is not magnified in the world, to loom large in their thinking.  Telescope believers magnify Christ over circumstances and thru their testimony and lifestyle make Christ obvious to the world.   They confront the world with Christ, Whom they prefer to ignore.

B. Paul is the prime “Telescope Christian”!  His sole object and purpose in life was to “know Him and to make Him known.”  That’s why he could conclude his remarks dealing with the outcome of his trial before Caesar with the classic statement in v.21: “For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain!”

TRANS: The 2 verses we will examine is the prelude to that fantastic testimony...

I.   PAUL’S OPTIMISM: v.19


A. Salvation:  

1. The word “salvation” encompasses conversion, sanctification and glorification.

2.  Our conversion is past, our sanctification is present and ongoing and our glorification is future; Paul uses the word “salvation” here in the latter two senses.
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ILLUS:  The outcome of Paul’s upcoming trial is by no means certain.  There are really only two possibilities: execution or exoneration.  He will either be set free to minister or set free to go to
heaven.   In the one event his “salvation” will be sanctification and in the other event it will be
glorification.

We know that this statement is not referring to “deliverance” from prison because one of the two possibilities is death.  Paul is dealing with spiritual advancement, not physical deliverance.

2. He is confident and optimistic about his circumstances, not depressed and defeated.

B. Supplication:  “through your prayer...”

1. Paul is certainly no “pope” above the prayers of the believers in the church, but expresses his dependency upon their prayers.


2. Paul prayed for them and he anticipates that they are praying for him.


3. Paul expresses the direction of their prayer support for him in these 2 verses.

ILLUS: We would probably be asking our friends to pray us out of prison and expect God to respond the way He did for Peter in Acts 12:5-17.  But Paul wanted the Lord to get the glory and had a higher motive in mind than just his physical release and personal comfort.

C. Supply:  “...the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”

1. His dependence upon the prayers of the saints speak of the human help he might receive; and the “supply of the Spirit” speaks of the Divine help he was counting on.

2. He would need the help, strength and comfort of the Holy Spirit to maintain a positive testimony during this trial and whatever verdict is rendered.

ILLUS:  Paul’s attitude here reminds us of the 3 Hebrew friends of Daniel when they refused to bow down and worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image.  The sentence was to be a human barbecue in the fiery furnace.  Their reply to the King was classic.

Dan. 3:17-18  

17    If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

18    But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

3. The word “supply” comes from the Greek word from which we get the English “chorus.”

ILLUS: When a Greek city was going to put on a special festival, somebody had to pay for (supply) the singers and dancers.  The donation had to be lavish, so the word came to mean “to provide generously and lavishly.”  Paul was not depending on his own dwindling resources; he was depending on the generous resources of God, ministered by the Holy Spirit.

4. The designation “the Spirit of Jesus Christ” tells us Who the Holy Spirit is: the “ghost” (or exact duplicate) of our Savior.
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II.  PAUL’S AMBITION: v.20


A. To Be Bold:

1. Paul wanted not to be ashamed or to bring shame upon the Savior before Nero and the ungodly, regardless of the outcome of the trial.

2. Paul wanted to be bold in what could be his final witness. “...with all boldness”

3. The words “as always, so now” show that Paul’s desire was “no mere emotional stir born
in the excitement of a moment of pumped up enthusiasm, but the product of daily deliberation and decisive determination.”   Strauss


B. To Be A Blessing:



1. The value of magnifying Christ:

a. While most of us would be concerned about our existence, Paul was concerned about Christ’s exaltation.




b. The word “magnify” means “to make great, to enlarge.”

NOTE:  Because of his chains, Christ was known (v.13), because of his critics Christ was preached (v.18), but because of his crisis, Christ would be magnified  (v.20).  The question is, how can a mere mortal, a finite, impotent creature add to the immortal, infinite, omnipotent Creator?  How can we magnify Christ?   The stars are much larger than the telescope, yet the telescope magnifies them and seemingly brings them closer.  The believer is to be the telescope that brings Jesus Christ closer to people!  We must make Him real. How we respond to circumstances determines whether we are “telescope saints” or “microscope believers.”



2. The vehicle for magnifying Christ:  “...in my body”




a. Paul is not magnifying his body, but Christ in his body.

b. Christ needs a screen upon which to reflect His image; it should be the believer’s body.

ILLUS: Hollywood knows how to magnify bodies on the “big screen”!  But they do it to magnify the “stars” bodies.  They will spend millions to do so.  (With enough makeup, they can even
still make ‘Liz Taylor look pretty good!)   God calls on Christians to magnify Him in their bodies.
(Rom. 12:1).  This is why we preach on clothing, standards, cleanliness, etc.  He is interested in our bodies.  What kind of an image of Christ do you project with your body?  At church?  In the Mall?  At the shore?  On vacation?  At work?  

c. Paul is able to declare that his desire was to magnify Christ in his body, “whether it be by life or by death.”  

ILLUS:  If the sentence was freedom, he wanted to continue his earthly ministry and “keep under his body” so Christ would never be reproached.  If the sentence was death, he wanted to be brave so Christ would be magnified even there and that death is simply the mode of departure for the Christian.

CONCL:   “ARE YOU A TELESCOPE OR A MICROSCOPE?”  Do you magnify the circum-stances or the Christ?  Do you make the insignificant and relatively unimportant big or do you
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make the Great even greater?  Are you a magnifier or a murmurer?

“A LIFE OR DEATH DECISION”

TEXT: Phil. 1:21-26

THESIS:  To show Paul’s godly character in his willingness to continue an earthly ministry over going home to heaven.

INTRO:  A. Paul was faced with “A LIFE OR DEATH DECISION” i.e., he wanted to go on home to heaven.  He had been caught up to the third heaven or “paradise” one time and ever since then he longed to go there.

ILLUS:  Like those who have “Near Death Experiences” who report that it was so beautiful that they long to experience it again.  (Satan is a counterfeiter - they had better beware!)  Paul’s experience had been genuine.  The light he saw was the glory of the Lord Himself.

B. Paul was also faced with the awesome responsibility of “the care of all the churches” he had founded.  People depended upon him.  Paul did not make his decision based upon what was best for him, but what was best for others and what the Lord would prefer he do.

I.  DECLARATION: v.21


A. Life: Gain For Christ

ILLUS:  We say that someone’s life is sports or music or work.  But for Paul his life was consumed with Christ and His will.  Life is what we are alive to.  If my wife and I go to K-Mart, she goes one
way and I go the other.  She heads for the ladies department and I drag my feet.  Then I spot the fishing dept. and I come alive!  The thing that excites us is the thing that “turns us on”-the thing we are alive to.  Christ excited Paul and made his life worth living.



1. Paul saw his continued earthly life as bringing positive gain for the Lord.



2. For him to continue living meant Christ would be magnified.  (v.20)



3. Christ is the essence of Paul’s life.

ILLUS:  Is there any reason the Lord would have to extend your life?  Does He benefit by your 

longevity?  Christ was everything to Paul.  Can we say “For to me to live is Christ...?”  or would it be more truthful to say:  “For me to live is ______________.” (Money, comfort, fame, fortune, retirement, etc.)


B. Death: Gain For Paul



1. Death will only be gain for the believer if he or she has lived for Christ.

2. All believers will “gain” just by being in heaven, but Paul is speaking of something more wonderful and profound than a “fire escape from hell.”

ILLUS:  There is no “gain” in death for the worldling...he will lose all his possessions.


There is no “gain” in death for the Atheist or Communist...it is simply obliteration.


There is no “gain” in death for the Roman Catholic...he looks forward to purgatory.

There is no “gain” in death for the Jehovah’s Witness...he might inherit an earthly 
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Kingdom.


There is no “gain” in death for the Christian Scientist...death is simply non-existence.


There is no “gain” in death for the Agnostic...it is a big question mark.


There is no “gain” in death for the New Ager...he simply becomes one withnature.

There is no “gain” in death for the Reincarnationist...he just enters another miserable existence.




There is pure “gain” for the faithful believer: heaven will be his home, rewards will be his portion, service will keep him occupied, ruling with Christ in the Mill. is his expectation and fellowship with the Savior, his loved ones, the saints of the ages, and the angelic host will be his pleasure.

II. DILEMMA:   v. 22-24


A. His Desire: “to depart...” v.24



1. Paul preferred (“desire”) death (not the act of dying).



2. Paul was programmed for departure.

ILLUS:  The word “depart” had a military, political and agricultural connotation.  For a soldier it meant to “take down your tent and move on.”  For a sailor it meant to “loosen a ship and set sail for another port.”  The political meaning was “to set the prisoner free.”  And the farmer used the term to mean “to unyoke the oxen.” Death and departure from this earth includes all these meanings for the believer.

3. The words “far better” mean “better beyond all expression” i.e., beyond words to describe.

ILLUS:  Paul had been there!  To keep him from “spilling the beans” about what he had heard and seen, God allowed Satan to buffet him with  “a thorn in the flesh.”  But that didn’t stop him from risking his life again and again in order to get back there again.  People often challenge soul-winners with “how do you know that heaven is so wonderful...no one has ever been there and came back to tell about it.”  Wrong!  Paul had!


B. His Duty: v. 22,24



1. Paul was willing to postpone going to heaven to help the believers down here.



2. Paul had responsibilities down on earth which were pressing upon him.  




a. A continued life meant a continued ministry.

b. A continued life meant an ongoing opportunity to produce more fruit (v.22) and to earn more rewards.

ILLUS:  Paul’s words “if I live in the flesh” (v.22), proves that the flesh is not the man.  Paul’s

flesh was not Paul, it was his earthly tabernacle.  As long as he lived in the flesh, he could continue to labor and produce more fruit for the Savior.  

III. DEDICATION:   v. 24  Others Before Self:

NOTE:   What a man Paul was!  He was willing to postpone going to heaven for the believers’ sake in Philippi; as well as go to hell for his Jewish brethren.  
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Rom. 9:3  





3   For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

IV. DESTINY: v.25-26


A. Confidence: v.25



1. Did Paul receive a special revelation about the solution to his dilemma?



2. His life would be more advantageous to others (his death more so to himself).


B. Comfort: v.26



1. How does your presence affect others?  Do they rejoice or run?



2. The secret is to minister to them...then rejoicing is the natural result.

CONCL:  Can we say that for us to live is for Christ to live and to die will be all gain and no loss?  Do we have a “desire to depart” or would we prefer to stay down here?  Everything hinges on what (or Whom) we are living for!

“IT’S A BATTLEFIELD BROTHER, NOT A RECREATION ROOM!”

TEXT: Phil. 1:27-30

THESIS: To show that believers are to live right, stand fast and suffer well.

INTRO:  A. The title comes from a song sung by Lester Roloff in his inimitable style.  In his down home twang he sang the truth: “IT’S A BATTLEFIELD BROTHER, NOT A RECREATION ROOM...IT’S A FIGHT AND NOT A GAME!  YOU CAN BACK OFF AND RUN IF YOU WILL, BUT I CAME HERE FOR TO STAY!”

B. Paul basically teaches the same truth in our text.  He says we are not just servants, but soldiers.  We are not only to expect blessings but suffering.  We will win some and lose some.  We will make a few friends, but we will make many more enemies.  We need to have not only conviction but courage. We must learn to LIVE RIGHT, STAND FAST AND SUFFER WELL...

I.  LIVE RIGHT!  v. 27a


A. Conversation: 

1. This old English word means walk not talk, life not language, works not words.

2. The believer who believes right will live right; sound doctrine produces sure direction.

ILLUS: A Christian asked his Pastor for some literature for his Jehovah’s Witness neighbor.  The Pastor opened his Bible to 2 Cor. 3:2 and read: “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men.” He said: “The best literature in the world is no substitute for your 
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own life.   Let them see Christ in your behavior and this will open up opportunities to share the Gospel with them..”  The most important weapon against the enemy is not a stirring sermon or a powerful book; it is the consistent life of believers.


B. Citizenship: 

1. The word “conversation” also has political connotations and is related to our word for citizenship.

ILLUS:  Philippi was a Roman Colony and so the citizens enjoyed all the privileges of Roman 

citizenship but also had the responsibilities that entailed. So with believers.  They were on earth but their citizenship was in heaven.  They had all the privileges, but also all the re-sponsibilities.

2. Believers need to live like heavenly citizens and never be a disgrace to God’s grace.

ILLUS: We have all heard or witnessed “Ugly American” stories of American citizens traveling abroad who are an embarrassment to other Americans because of their sick behavior.  The foreign residents just shake their heads in disgust and often judge all Americans by these poor representatives.  So with believers.


C. Conduct:  “as it becometh Christ...”



1. We speak of a garment “becoming” someone.

2. The believer is to put on Christ and so “wear” Him that others will be impressed.

II.  STAND FAST!  v.27b,28


A. Courage:  “stand fast...”

1. Paul wanted to hear or be an eyewitness to the Philippians courageous behavior in the midst of enemies, suffering and tribulation.



2. He wanted them to hold to “the faith” regardless of opposition or pressure.


B. Cooperation:  “in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith...”



1. The Greek word is “sunathleo” and is related to our word athlete.

2. He is stressing the “teamwork” aspect of their standing against opposition and enemies.

3. The were not only to “stand fast” but were to stand on common ground: “the faith...”

ILLUS:  Compromise has never been more rampant.  Instead of standing fast for “the faith” many today are watering down their message and backing down.  In the ecumenical spirit of our age, many “evangelicals” have signed a document called “Evangelicals and Catholics Together” betraying “the faith” that so many have given their lives for.  This document states “Evangelicals and Catholics are brothers and sisters in Christ (!)”  and further: “We promise one another that we will work to deepen, build upon, and expand this pattern of convergence and cooperation.”  On Jan.19, 1995 John Ankerburg got together with Chuck Colson (Prison 
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Fellowship),  J.I. Packer and Bill 
Bright (Campus Crusade for Christ), Michael Horton, John MacArthur, R.C. Sproul, Joseph Stowell, John Woodbridge and D. James Kennedy (Coral Ridge Pres. Ch. - “Evangelism Explosion” author [!]) to discuss “evangelical distinctives” and the “definition and nature of the gospel.”


ECT promises that Catholics and Protestants will no longer “proselytize” each other!  Other “evangelicals working together with Catholics include the Billy Graham Evang. Assn., Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship, Youth For Christ, World Vision, Youth With A Mission, the Wycliffe Bible Translators, Paul Crouch of the Trinity Broadcasting Network, Faith Healer Benny Hinn (who declared that “Roman Catholic doctrine is no concern, for, after all, Catholics ‘love Jesus’[!]) and Pat Roberson of the 700 Club.


Neither Rome nor any Pope has ever apologized nor repented of slaughtering millions of Protestants or Jews over the centuries.  The RCC and the Popes and Prelates worked directly with Mussolini and Hitler and signed Concordats with their Nazi and Fascist Parties while the Holocaust
was taking place, with full knowledge of the atrocities being committed.


“On Hitler’s 50th birthday ‘Special votive masses’ were celebrated in every German (Catholic) church to implore God’s blessing upon Fuehrer and people.  The Bishop of Mainz called upon Catholics in his diocese to pray specifically for ‘the Fuehrer and Chancellor, the inspirer, enlarger and protector of the Reich.’ Nor did the Pope fail to send his congratulations.”


After the war she helped war criminals escape to Argentina thru her “Ratlines” (underground escape network).  She has openly and repeatedly anathematized anyone who did not believe her blasphemous doctrines of salvation by Sacraments and was not a part of her church.  She is the whore “drunk with the blood of the martyrs” of Revelation and will cooperate  with another Holocaust under the Antichrist.  She is anti Bible, anti Christ and anti Gospel!  How dare these “evangelicals” unite with her and capitulate to her when God’s Word says to “come out from among her” and to “stand fast” against the enemies of the faith and not be intimidated by them. v.28


C. Confidence:  “in nothing terrified...”

1. Paul has suffered much for the cause of Christ and has not backed down or compromised, so he admonishes the Philippian believers to not be afraid.

2. He says that their courage and confidence will serve as a reminder of where they are          headed (“an evident token of perdition”) and give them assurance of their “salvation.”

III. SUFFER WELL!  v.29,30


A. Suffering Proves Sonship:  



1. Suffering is the price for living right and standing fast!



2. Suffering is not a condition for sonship, but a result.

ILLUS:  Just as the Lord “chastens every son whom He loveth,” so too He permits His children to “suffer for His sake.”  


B. Suffering Is A Gift:

1. Paul reminds them that suffering is to be viewed as a gift from the Lord.  “given unto you”



2. But it was a gift given in Christ’s behalf and “for His sake..”
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QUOTE:   “A Woman Rides the Beast” Dave Hunt, speaking of the Inquisition of the Catholic Church says: “Remember that this terror, this evil of such proportions that it is unimaginable today, was carried on for centuries in the name of Christ by the command of  (the Popes) who 

claimed to be the vicars of Christ.  They are still honored with that title by this Church, which

has never admitted that the Inquisitions were wrong.  She has not repented or apologized, and she dares to pose even today as the supreme teacher and example of morals and truth.”  p.250


C. Suffering Is Common: v.30



1. Paul reminds them that they are not alone.

2. He has already reminded them of the benefits and blessings of his sufferings and how the Gospel was furthered as a result of what he suffered.

CONCL:  Three simple thoughts with profound meaning for every believer: LIVE RIGHT!  STAND FAST! AND SUFFER WELL!  Believers in this soft Laodicean age need this reminder from the Apostle Paul and the Holy Spirit that “IT’S A BATTLEFIELD BROTHER, NOT A RECREATION ROOM...IT’S A FIGHT AND NOT A GAME!  We need to be soldiers not just

saved servants!
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 “AVOIDING CIVIL WAR IN THE LOCAL CHURCH”

TEXT: Phil. 2:1-5

THESIS:  To show that the bonds of unity which should exist in the church are produced by the 4-fold basis for unity given in the text.

INTRO:  A. “Civil Wars” are common in local churches.  It seems that the saints can’t stand for the truth without fighting among themselves.  We get so used to fighting our external enemies we have a hard time keeping from fighting within.  Paul had exhorted the Philippian believers to “stand fast” and against the “adversaries” without (4:1-3) and he knew that there were also those who would produce strife from within.  (3:1-3)

ILLUS: As the “Peanuts” character Charlie Brown said: “I love mankind, it’s people I can’t stand.”

B. Every church needs a workable “foreign policy” to deal with the false teachers and doctrine abroad, but it must also develop a “domestic policy” to deal with disunity from within.  Paul’s “foreign policy” against the adversaries and adverse circumstances was the single mind.  (ch.1) His “domestic policy” to “AVOID CIVIL WAR IN THE LOCAL CHURCH” was the submissive mind. (ch.2)

I.  BONDS OF UNITY: v.1

NOTE: Paul uses a rhetorical device here with each of the four-fold concepts being introduced by the word “if.”  Being rhetorical the word “if” carries the weight of “since.”


A. Consolation:



1. The whole concept being presented is that of humility and unity.

2. Paul has experienced the “consolation in Christ” and desires that the Philippians do so also.

ILLUS:  Paul’s greatest joy, like a parent for his children, was to learn that his spiritual children were of one mind and walking in humility. He longed to hear that they were “AVOIDING CIVIL WAR IN THE LOCAL CHURCH.”  Hence, v.2 begins with “fulfill ye my joy.”  Every parent wants to hear that when he or she is away that their children are getting along well; that there is no bickering or fighting.


B. Comfort:



1. Christ’s love should be a motivating factor and our love for one another.



2. This love should produce harmony, unity and peace within the local church.


C. Communion:  “fellowship of the Spirit...”

1. If believers are all partakers of the Holy Spirit surely He will want us to fellowship with Him and with one another without strife.

2. His influence ought to guide and direct our thinking so that unity will be the end result.
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D. Compassion:  “bowels and mercies...”

1. Paul seems to be saying that “if you really care for me and feel for me in my present difficult circumstances, then show this by getting along together and by putting one another’s interests ahead of your own.”

2. Sometimes it seems that we have more compassion on the lost than we do on each other.

ILLUS:  Someone has observed that the Christian Army is the only army which shoots its own wounded.  When we see a brother or sister fallen in battle, we are supposed to bind up his or her wounds and see what amount of healing we can accomplish.  There are more Christians lost to “friendly fire” than are lost to the enemies outside the church; false teachers, etc.

II.  BASIS FOR UNITY: v.2-5


NOTE: Paul again uses a literary device, word repetition.  The word repeated 4 times is “mind.”


A. A Unified Mind:  “likeminded...”



1. This is unity not uniformity.

2. Paul doesn’t expect everyone to dress alike, sublimate their personalities, their preferences, their tastes, etc., but to be “like-minded” in doctrine and not allow personal differences to spoil their unity in Christ.

NOTE: One with a submissive mind will be a humble person.  “The humble person is not one who thinks meanly of himself; he simply does not think of himself at all.”  (Andrew Murray)  “The truly humble person knows himself and accepts himself and yields himself to Christ to be a servant, and to use what he is and has for the glory of God and the good of others.”  (Wiersbe)  If we have the single mind of ch.1 (esp.v.21) we will have no problem with the submissive mind of ch.2.


B. A Submissive Mind:  “one mind...”

1. This “one mind” is simply being of “one accord” regarding the things of the Lord.



2. This concept no doubt embraces “the faith” spoken of in 1:27.

3. It may even mean the putting aside of personal preferences for the sake of others.

ILLUS: Paul stated the “weaker brother” principle in I Cor.  He was willing to quit eating meat 
(which means he was not a vegetarian!) if it would offend a weaker brother.


C. An Unselfish Mind:  “lowliness of mind...”

1. This verse specifically defines the concept of “lowliness of mind” by bringing in the
concepts of “strife and vainglory...”

2. If we truly wish to eliminate CIVIL WARS IN THE LOCAL CHURCH here is a good place to start.  

NOTE: The word “strife” means “faction or contention.”  The word “vainglory” means “self-
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conceit.”  Oliver Greene said “There are a few people in every church who think that God could
not get along without them.  (They have not discovered that He is already getting along without them!)  


These are they who profess to be humble but are actually proud.  They profess to be insignificant and unworthy, but secretly feel that they can do the job better than anyone else.  The truly humble saint is the one who readily realizes that others can do the job as well or better than he.  We need to learn that no-one is indispensable.  Not even the great Apostle Paul!



3. We need to “esteem others better than ourselves...”

ILLUS: This is diametrically opposed to current Christian thinking.  The so-called “Christian psychologists” today promote  “self-esteem” - the very opposite of what the Bible teaches.

QUOTE: Hear these compelling words by Psychiatrist and Christian writer Dr. John White:  “Until about 15 yrs. ago psychology was seen by most Christians as hostile to the Gospel...Let some
one who professes the name of Jesus baptize secular psychology and present it as something compatible with Scripture truth, and most Christians are happy to swallow theological hemlock (poison) in the form of ‘psychological insights.’... What I do as a psychiatrist and what my psychologist colleagues do in their research or their counseling is of infinitely less value to distressed Christians than what God says in His Word.  But Pastoral shepherds, like the sheep they guide, are following ... a new Pied Piper...who is leading them into the dark caves of humanistic hedonism.”  p.xvi,  Rediscovering Expository Preaching, by John MacArthur, Jr. From the book Our Sufficiency In Christ by MacArther, p.66: “Psychology is no more a science than the atheistic evolutionary theory upon which it is based.  Like theistic evolution ‘Christian Psychology’ is an attempt to harmonize two inherently contradictory systems of thought.  Modern Psychology and the Bible cannot be blended without serious compromise to or utter abandonment of the principle of Scripture sufficiency.”





D. A Christlike Mind:  “this mind...”

1. Here is the “bottom line” in “AVOIDING CIVIL WAR IN THE LOCAL CHURCH.”

2. If we could and would only cultivate His Mind, His thinking into our local church and into our personal lives, all strife would immediately cease.

ILLUS: To stick with our metaphor of warfare, we need to simply run up the white flag of surrender and yield total control of our thoughts to His wisdom.  Whenever there is a decision to be made, a ministry to be acted upon, a program to be started, a problem to be solved, we need to seek His Mind and put aside our preferences, our ideas and our plans and have a submissive mind.
CONCL: Let’s heed Paul’s admonition to the Philippian believers and put these concepts to work for us in our local church and thereby AVOID CIVIL WAR IN OUR LOCAL CHURCH!

“FROM SOVEREIGNTY TO SHAME”

TEXT:  Phil. 2:5-8

THESIS: To show the humility and humiliation of our Savior with a view to encouraging 
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believers to emulate Him.

INTRO:  A. Imagine the Pres. of the U.S. moving out of his palatial home at the White House and moving  into Levittown into a rancher.  Or imagine the Pope, the so called “Vicar of Christ,” moving out of his palace in the Vatican in Rome and moving into an apartment in Trenton.  But our Savior left the mansions of glory and came to live on our polluted planet in a squalid town called Nazareth.  What humiliation.  Then He not only came here, but laid aside the trappings of Deity and came as a servant, the lowest position of humanity.  Then He even went further by dying the death of a disgraced criminal on Calvary.  Truly He went “FROM SOVEREIGNTY TO SHAME” - from glory to Golgotha!

B. Paul writes one of the most theologically challenging passages in the NEW TESTAMENT here to encourage the Christians at Philippi to emulate our Savior’s humility.

TRANS: v.5 connects this section with the previous statements about being “like-minded.”  Believers are to have the same “attitude” as their Savior; an attitude of submissiveness and service to others.

I.  THE SOVEREIGN SON: (THE PREINCARNATE CHRIST)


A. He Was God:

1. “Being” means to exist and describes a person’s unchanging essential nature and denotes
Christ’s prior existence before He became a man.

ILLUS:  Jesus showed up from time to time in the OLD TESTAMENT as the “Angel of the Lord” and is recognized as God, but He had no permanent human form till Bethlehem.

2. The word “form” suggests a body and Christ is “God’s Body” but figuratively the word speaks of His essence.

3. The Son of God possessed the essential nature and character of Deity; whatever it takes to be God Jesus had it.



4. He was not merely like God, He was God!


B. He Had The Attributes Of God:

1. The statement that Christ was “equal with God” means that He was not in any way inferior to the Father. 

2. All the characteristics the Father had, the Son shared equally; His Sonship in no way made
 Him “less God.”

ILLUS:  The Scriptural use of the term Son has no reference to His origin; neither does it suggest (as the J/W’s say), that He came into being at some point in time.  Jesus Himself said it: “Before Abraham was, I am.”  The term simply means that He is of the same nature with His Father.


C. He Was /Is Eternal:

1. Again the term “being” implies prior existence, i.e., prior to the conception and birth of Jesus.
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2. The concept of  “robbery” here suggests that Christ does not consider that He is robbing God of anything or diminishing Him in any way by claiming equality and thus eternality.

ILLUS: Only Jesus the man began His existence at Bethlehem.  Prior to that time He, as the 2nd member of the Godhead, existed in eternity with the Father and the Spirit.  It was due to His unequaled humility that He descended from heaven and added humanity to His Deity.

II. THE SUBMISSIVE SERVANT: (THE INCARNATE CHRIST)


A. He Became Man: v. 7

ILLUS:  Today we talk about “aggressive self-expression” and “assertiveness training” along with the concept that “winning is everything.”  We strive all our lives to build our reputation.  Christ “made Himself of no reputation.”  He had no pride of birth (Mark 6:3), no pride of upbringing (John 1:46), no pride of scholarship (John 7:15), no pride of ability (John 5:19), no pride of success (John 7:5), no pride of looks (Is. 53:2) and NO REPUTATION, but a BAD ONE!

1. The term “made Himself of no reputation” has generated a great controversy, because of the concept it presents: He emptied Himself.



2. This is called the doctrine of the “Self-Emptying of Christ.”

a. He did not empty Himself of His Deity or He would have ceased to be God, since God is the sum of all His attributes.

b. He did not exchange His Deity for His humanity, but rather added humanity to Deity.

c. The only thing He “emptied Himself” of was the “independent exercise of His divine attributes.”

ILLUS: What He laid aside were the external trappings of glory and majesty so that He appeared as nothing more than a man to other men.

3. Jesus Christ became Man, yet remained God: the unique Person, the God-Man and He is now both forever!  “in the likeness of men...”

QUOTE: Lehman Strauss:  “The ‘form’ indicates what He was; the ‘fashion’ (v.8), what He looked like.” My “form” is me.  What I wear on my form is my “fashion.”  Internally Christ was God  (that was His form), externally He was a man (that was His fashion).


B. He Became The Obedient Servant:  “the form of a servant...”

1. Jesus was not an actor playing the role of a servant, He actually was a servant and came to serve, not to be served.

2. This is a major point in Paul’s message: believers need to emulate Christ’s servanthood.




a. He first came to serve God, and while doing so, He also served man.




b. He is the exact counterpart to Satan.
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ILLUS: Satan said “I will” - Jesus said “Thy will.”  Satan was not satisfied to be a creature, he wanted to be the Creator. Jesus was the Creator yet He willingly became man. Christ’s humility is a rebuke to Satan’s (and our) pride.

III. THE SUFFERING SAVIOR: (THE OBEDIENT CHRIST)


A. He Obeyed The Father: v.7b

TRANS:  Believing in service in the abstract is a far cry from practicing it.  Jesus laid aside His glory to become a man and used that human body as a servant and took that body to the cross and willingly died.  From heaven to earth, from glory to Golgotha, from life to death, “FROM SOVER EIGNTY TO SHAME!”  What a Savior!  What a Servant!


A servant doesn’t give up his person when he assumes responsibility under a master, but he gives up his will to another.  Christ voluntarily submitted Himself to His Father’s will while on earth.


1. He did not merely die, He chose to die as a common criminal on the Cross.

2. He was not simply obedient in easy tasks, but in the one task which made Him the Savior.



3. Christ, as a true Servant, gave up His rights for others - so should we.

CONC:  Someone wisely said: “God did not save you to be a sensation.  He saved you to be a servant!”  As our Savior humbled Himself and became the perfect Servant, He set an absolute example for us.  As He went “FROM SOVEREIGNTY TO SHAME” as an obedient servant, we are to go FROM SALVATION TO SERVANTHOOD!   How are we doing?

“THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THAT NAME!”

TEXT:  Phil. 2:9-11

THESIS:  To reveal Christ’s present and future exaltation as the Sovereign of the universe.

INTRO:  A. In “Spartacus” the hero is forced to fight his best friend in a duel to the death.  Each of them tries to kill the other so that the slain man will not have to endure the torture of crucifixion.


Spartacus wins - or loses.  He wins the duel and is crucified. But Jesus Christ VO-LUNTEERED to die on the cross for His ENEMIES!  Because of His humiliation (2:5-8), He is now exalted (v.9-11). 


B. From a babe in a manger  - completely dependent upon human care and sustenance and His execution as a common criminal - He is now exalted to a position at the Father’s right hand
at the Throne in heaven.  He went from glory to Golgotha and from Golgotha back to glory.  But
His exaltation is not yet complete.  That is the subject of this passage.  In His humiliation the Lord became the lowly “Jesus” and that same Jesus is now the Lord and will be exalted above every creature and every thing.  “THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THAT NAME!”

I.   A TRANSCENDENTAL NAME:   “...above every name”  v.9


A. The Name Is “Jesus”:
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QUOTE:  Ruckman: “It is a more imperial name than ‘Caesar.’  It is more eloquent than ‘Cicero.  It is more musical than ‘Beethoven.’  It is holier than ‘Mary’... It is a beautiful name; it is an
easy name.  It is whispered by children at bedtime; it is called out in the darkness of hospital rooms at night; it is murmured under shell-fire on the battlefields; it is sounded forth publicly from the pulpit of every true minister...; and it is called upon tearfully by the sinful wretch who escapes the pollutions of this world at a prayer altar and “tastes and sees” that the Lord is good!”



1. It is the name He took as “the Son of man.”

2. It is the name that characterized Him in His humiliation and it will be that name that will elicit the praise of every creature in His exaltation.

ILLUS:  Lost men can say “God” easily, and some bolder ones can say Christ; but the only way to say “Jesus” if you are lost, is to use the name as a cuss word or to use it to refer to an earthly man who lived in Palestine.  Paul here applies that name to the risen Lord.  


B. Jesus Is Lord:

1. The devil is a god (2 Cor.4:4) and a Christ (anointed one - Ez.28:14), but he is not the
 Lord’s Christ and his name is not “JESUS”!

2. There is only one LORD whose name is JESUS and that is the LORD JESUS CHRIST!



3. The Father has given Him a Name, a title and a throne!




a. His humiliation was His act:  He “humbled Himself...”

b. His exaltation is His Father’s act: “Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him...”

ILLUS:  His exaltation is proportionate to His humiliation.  He took 7 steps down in His humiliation, and He will take 7 steps up in His exaltation:



    HUMILIATION:                                                  EXALTATION:


1. No reputation                                                         
1. Highly exalted


2. Form of a servant





2. Name above every name


3. Likeness of men





3. Universal dominion


4. Fashion as a man





4. Over everything in heaven


5. Humbled Himself





5. Over everything on earth

6. Became obedient
6. Over everything under the earth


7. Obedient to the death of the cross


7. Absolute Lordship

II. A MORALLY CONQUERING NAME:   “every knee shall bow...”  v.10


A. His Holiness:

1.   He possesses a holiness which is beyond any mere creature; preacher, prelate, priest or pope!

2. It is absolute blasphemy for any mere creature to be addressed as “His holiness.”


B. His Highness:
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1. His exaltation places Him above all His creation and His Highness makes everything and every one else “his lowness”!

2. The time of the events in this passage are yet future and take place after this earth and heaven have melted with a fervent heat and the dead are left standing in open space with nothing to hold them up but His word.

Heb. 1:3

3   Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

QUOTE:  Ruckman: “The curtain is about to fall.  Everyone is on stage.  The orchestra has stopped.


There is a ghastly hush.  the last review has reviewed the lives, thoughts, motives, speech and deeds of 90 billion people.  The examining and cross-examining...is over.  Every mouth is stopped; all the questions have been answered (Mt. 22). Time has run out, and there stand around 80 billion people about to experience what they were taught (and believed) could never happen.  But now everybody is a ‘convert’!  You can’t find a skeptic or an agnostic in the pack!  There is the rim of the universe; there is the lake of fire about 3000 times as large as the sun - plenty of room for all! and now the actors must take a BOW!


From the Throne of Glory THE NAME is proclaimed.  And do you know what will happen?  


Well, bless your soul, every Atheist, Agnostic, Skeptic, Infidel, Catholic, Taoist, Communist, Buddhist, Confucianist, Mohammedan, Socialist, Brahman, Existentialist, Hindu, Jew, Protestant Satanist, Cultist, Pragmatist, Spiritist, Unitarian, Deist, Pantheist, and Polytheist in the Universe will ‘hit the deck’ and cry: “JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!”

3. Since we saved, born-again, blood-bought, Bible believers have already “bowed the knee” it won’t bother us in the least; it is a pleasure ANY TIME!

4. Every celestial, terrestrial and infernal creature will bow to Him along with us!

5. Then the great prince of darkness, the veteran of ancient days, that old battle-scarred, pock marked, weather beaten genius of Ez.28 will enter and kneel and before all his children, cohorts, followers, principalities, powers, admirers, victims and worshippers and cry out:  “JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!”  



6. Many will realize too late that they trusted in the wrong “Christ”!

7. Someday everything that breathes will be a Bible believer, but that “conversion” will be too late to affect their eternal destinies.



9. Bow now or bow then - but you will bow!

III. A GOD GLORIFYING NAME:  “every tongue should confess...”  v.11


A. Confess Now - Receive Salvation:

Mt. 10:32-34 


32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 

33  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
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B. Confess Then - Receive Condemnation:

ILLUS: Jesus Christ will receive the adoration, exaltation and worship due to Him, either now or  then, either willingly or unwillingly!  The choice is yours!

CONCL: One day every creature will publicly proclaim Him as Lord...why wait?  In fact, every believer who refuses to publicly proclaim Him as Lord now, will be compelled to do so then...why wait?  Yes folks, “THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THAT NAME!” that should compel us NOW to proclaim Him.  Let’s do it!

“THE BIBLE BELIEVER’S DAILY WORKOUT”

TEXT: Phil. 2:12-16

THESIS:   To instruct believers in the art of “working out” their own salvation.

INTRO:  A. To keep our bodies in good shape some type of “work out” is helpful.  Everyone has some kind of fitness program to offer these days.  But of what value is it if we “work out” to keep bodies in shape and neglect our souls?  God gave up on the flesh in the Garden of Eden.  He promised redemption for the spirit, but He said to Adam, “Dust thou art; to dust thou shalt return.”  It will be a glad day in the lives of some believer’s when they stop trying to repair the flesh.  God gave it up as hopeless.  One day we will receive a glorified body - one that cannot and will not sin.  But as long as we are in this body of flesh we must depend upon Someone greater than we are to do in us what we cannot do.  Thus Paul offers us “THE BIBLE BELIEVER’S DAILY WORKOUT” in this passage.

B. Because of Who Christ was (v.5-8) and Who Christ is (v.9-11) Paul enjoins the Philippians (and us) “Wherefore...WORK OUT!”

I.  WORKING OUT: v.12


A. Not Working For:

1. Paul is not admonishing  the believer to work for what they had already received.  “saints” (1:1)



2. They were to work out what God had worked in!   “your own salvation”

ILLUS:  God  worked in  the ground the gold that men labor to work out!    It is already in the earth, but it must be worked out with great effort.  So it is with salvation.  We already have it, we just need to work on it each day.


B. Not Working Up:

1. Man can never “work up” or “work in” or “work for” that which only God has the power to give to him.

2. But he is to be obedient (“ye have always obeyed”) and “work out” or “work on” that free gift.



3. He is to do so “with fear and trembling.”




a. We need to fear the flesh...it works against our salvation.
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b. We need to fear the world...it pulls away at our salvation.




c. We need to fear the devil...he wants us to doubt our salvation.




d. We need to fear the Lord...He will help us with our salvation.

II. LIVING OUT: v.13


 A. God’s Work: 

1. The Greek word here is energeo from which we get the English word energy or energize.



2. The Holy Spirit is within every believer to help him with his daily work out.
3. It is not the believer alone, nor (as the Calvinists say) the Lord alone who is to work out this wonderful gift of God; we work and God works and if we don’t work, God won’t work!


B. God’s Will:

QUOTE:   F.B. Meyer: “He may be working in you to confess to that fellow-Christian that you were unkind in your speech or act.  Work it out.  He may be working in you to give up that...  Give it up.  He may be working in you to be sweeter in your home, and gentler in your speech.  Begin.  He may be working in you to alter your relations with some with whom you have dealings that are not as they should be.  Alter them.  This very day let God begin to speak, and work and will; and 
then work out what He works in.  God will not work apart from you, but He wants to work through you. Let Him.  Yield to Him, and let this be the day when you shall begin to live in the power of the Mighty Indwelling One.”


C. God’s Good Pleasure:



1. We must yield our will to His will in order to bring pleasure to Him.

2. Our objective in our daily work out should be to bring pleasure to Him, not to us.

III. HELPING OUT: v.14


A. Accentuate the Positive: (v.12-13)


B. Eliminate the Negative:  (v.14)

1. Here is a practical example of how to work out your salvation and bring pleasure to the Lord.



2. Never did our Savior murmur or complain, nor did He argue or dispute.

a. The twin ugly monsters of murmuring and disputing need to be slain like David slew Goliath.

b. Murmuring and disputing break our fellowship with God and with one another and must be eliminated.

IV. REACHING OUT: v.15,16


A. Shining Forth: (Works before words)
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1. If unbelievers pick up on our divisions (“murmurings and disputings”) they will be turned off and we will not be “blameless and harmless.” 

2. “Sons of God” are what we are now, but “sons of God without rebuke” is what we are to become!

Dan. 6:4 

4   Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. 



3. There can be no “shining” forth unless we live blameless before the world.

ILLUS: Oliver Greene used John the Baptist as an example of one who shined for the Savior.  

John .5:35 

35   He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 


John had both heat and light!  It is difficult these days to find a Christian who is neither hot headed nor cold hearted.  We need both a warm heart and a level head if we are to shine for Christ.


Light is the result of sacrificial burning. “...light is produced through sacrifice - the wax must burn as the candle produces light, the oil is consumed as the lamp burns.  Even in our modern world the electricity is consumed as the light shines.”  O. Greene


B. Holding Forth:  (Words after works)

1.   Paul was afraid that now that he was no longer present in Philippi (“in my absence” v.12), the Philippians would forget their responsibilities and that he would have “run” and  “labored in vain.”

2.   People need to see our “good works” but they cannot be saved apart from the “Word of life.”

3.   Paul gives a subtle reminder that their works and words will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ, by using himself as an example.  “Day of Christ”

CONCL:  A believer doesn’t work to get saved or to stay saved, he works because he is saved!

Every Christian needs to use “THE BIBLE BELIEVER’S DAILY WORKOUT”.  We are not to hold out, but to WORK OUT, LIVE OUT, HELP OUT and REACH OUT!  How are we doing?

“HAVE A HAPPY...DEATH!”

TEXT: Phil. 2:16-18

THESIS:  To show that Paul was ready to die as a martyr if need be for the cause of Christ and for the benefit of the believers in Philippi.

INTRO:  A. You hear it every where you go these days: “Have a happy day.”  Imagine someone going to the funeral of a loved one and stopping to get gas and the attendant saying: “Have a happy day.” Or suppose I don’t want a “happy day” or a “nice day” and I want a 
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productive day or a
very serious day, or a reflective day.


B. Paul speaks of “joy” 6 times and “rejoice” or “rejoicing” 10 times in the book of Philippians.  The word joy is not the same as the word “happy.”  Joy speaks of being calmly glad, not hilariously happy.  It is a peaceful attitude not an uproarious activity.  It is the difference between a roller coaster ride and enjoying the scenery as you sit quietly by a serene lake.  It is what you see of the swan on the surface of the lake, not his feet paddling like crazy under the water.


C.  Joy comes from submission, not aggression.  Jesus surrendered to the Father’s will and He was victorious.  He never used a sword or any weapon - yet He won the greatest battle in history, the battle over sin and death.  He defeated hatred by manifesting love; He overcame lies with truth.


To “HAVE A HAPPY DEATH” you must have a surrendered life.  Paul did...and speaks of...

I.  JOY AT THE JUDGMENT: v.16


A. For the Preacher:  



1. Paul’s joy as a man of God came from seeing his people serving faithfully.

ILLUS:  While Jesus prayed, the disciples slept.  The weight of the atonement was not theirs, though Jesus did want them to share some of the burden in prayer.  Paul here wanted the Phil. believers to share the burden of the ministry to shine as lights and to hold forth the word of life. (v.15,16), but he feared they would share his burden and he and they would lose out at the Judgment Seat.


Often the man of God spends sleepless nights over burdens and problems the congregation knows or cares little about.  They sleep while he prays and labors.  The ministry should be a joint effort.  The rewards should be shared.

2. He knew that if they practiced what he had preached, not only would they be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ, but so would we.

ILLUS: What will the Judgment Seat of Christ be like for you?   Will yours be a “happy death”?

B. For the People:  

1. Paul wanted them to take seriously their responsibility in this life to shine and serve.



2. He didn’t want his efforts (“labored”) to be worthless.  




a. The word “labored” means to work to the point of exhaustion.




b. He is saying that he literally gave his life in service for them.

ILLUS:  As of this date I have pastored this church for 23 1/2 years.  I have literally given some of the best years of my life to this ministry.  I would hate to think it was worthless or “in vain.”


Probably the hardest thing to face in the pastoral ministry is to have someone you have labored for and with, get upset over some petty thing and leave the church.  It is always heart 
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breaking, and I confess I don’t always handle it well.  One lady with whom I have literally spent months over a long period of recovery cannot understand why I was upset when she and her family just decided to leave.

II. JOY AT MARTYRDOM: v.17


A. The Libation:  “if I be offered...”

1. The word “offered” is literally “poured out” as a drink offering was poured out over a sacrifice.

2. This word fits perfectly the martyr’s death which Paul would likely suffer as a Roman citizen, viz., decapitation (the word depicting the sudden gushing of his blood) as compared to crucifixion which was slow and agonizing for non-Romans.

ILLUS:  Paul was anticipating the possibility that his upcoming trial might not go well and was preparing the believers at Philippi for that event.  He has already indicated that for him death would be “gain” (1:21), so he doesn’t want them to be sorrowful.  Thus the words “joy” and “rejoice” show up in these 3 verses 5 times.


B. The Sacrifice:  “the sacrifice and service of your faith...”



1. Paul found cause for great joy in the Philippians faith in Christ. 

2. He here pictures their faith as the sacrifice on the altar and his life blood the libation poured upon it; i.e., he is pouring out his life for them.

ILLUS: Paul doesn’t shrink from the possibility of his martyrdom, but instead considers it a worthy sacrifice to make, if the Philippians faith was well grounded and their lifestyle backed up their profession.

III. JOY WITH OTHERS: v.18


A. One Cause:  “for the same cause...”



1. The cause is everything, the individual life is nothing by comparison.

ILLUS: In any warfare the individual soldier is considered expendable for the overall benefit of the cause being fought for.  So too with the Christian soldier.  The joy comes in the victory won.

2. Both Paul and the Philippian believers would benefit if they both stayed true to Christ and they can both rejoice in the ultimate outcome.

B. One Body:  “I joy and rejoice...ye joy and rejoice...”

1. Even though Paul is in Rome and these converts in Philippi they were united as one in the great cause and in the Body of Christ.

2. Paul was not grieving at the possibility of his death and didn’t want them to do so either; he didn’t want his home going to dampen their zeal for Christ nor did he want them to allow hatred for the enemies of the Cross which put him to death to dampen their spirits.
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3. As long as the Head lives the Body lives - even if one member dies.

ILLUS:  You may have all 4 limbs amputated and many organs removed from your body, but it may continue to live.  So with the Body of Christ.

1 Cor. 12:12,13

12   For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

13   For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

Col. 1:18

18   And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 


C. One Result:  “joy and rejoice with you all...”

1. Paul was looking for congratulations that he was counted worthy to die for the Gospel, not to sorrow of his going to heaven.

2. Heaven is not just a prospect and promise for Apostles or a certain class of believers, but is a reality for every one...so all can rejoice.

CONCL:  Every believer is going to heaven...some sooner and some later.  Some by the undertaker and others by the Uppertaker.  But to “HAVE A HAPPY DEATH” one must live surrendered to the Savior.  Then when he or she stands before the Judgment Seat of Christ all will be well.  If you have joy in service now, you will have joy at the Judgment Seat later.

“GREAT WAS HIS FAITHFULNESS”

TEXT: Phil. 2;19-24

THESIS: To show Paul’s high regard for a faithful servant named Timothy.

INTRO:  A. In this passage Paul paints a word portrait of Timothy, his faithful partner and co-worker.  As with any painter, whether or not he signs his painting, he nonetheless reveals something of 
his own character and personality in his work.  So while Paul speaks of Timothy (and later of another friend, Epaphroditus), he also leaves an indelible self-portrait behind .

B. What a beautiful portrait Paul paints of Timothy!  His outstanding characteristic is faithfulness.  If Paul were to have titled this portrait, he might have called it “GREAT WAS HIS FAITHFULNESS.”  

TRANS: As we examine Paul’s portrait of Timothy, we need to look closely to see if we possess

his characteristics, especially that of faithfulness...

I.  TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO THE CHURCH:   v.19  (HIS CONCERN)


A. Unhesitant Availability: v.19

1. Paul, still acting as Apostle and administrator, trusts the Lord to be able to 
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send Timothy to Philippi.   “...send Timothy”



2. Paul knows his friend and co-worker and is assured that he is willing to go.

3. Paul knows Timothy, but He knows His Savior even better and is trusting in Him first.  “I
trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy...”


B. Unique Abilities: v.19

1. Paul knows a great deal about Timothy and feels confident in sending him in his place.

2. Obviously, though Timothy was young (early 30’s?), he had matured since his salvation.

ILLUS: Could it be said about you that you were mature enough to handle such a large responsibility and that you are readily available to do whatever is needed to further the cause of Christ?


C. Unusual Affection: v.19

1. Paul thought so highly of Timothy (“as a son with the father...” v.22) that he trusted him to bring a report to the Philippians of Paul’s state and to return with a report from Philippi with a factual report about the Philippians spiritual state.

2. Paul believed that Timothy had enough spiritual discernment to evaluate and report on the spiritual condition of the Philippian church.

II. TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO CHRIST: v.20,21  (HIS CHARACTER)


A. Unselfish Allegiance: v.20,21

1. Timothy stood like a loyal soldier by his friend and mentor when all others fled in his time of greatest need.

2 Tim. 4:16 

16   At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 

2. Paul tells the Philippians that he has no one else who is “like-minded” (i.e., with the same spirit), whom he can send to them.

ILLUS: Every preacher longs for an assistant or church members who will share his vision and burden of the ministry.  History has revealed how those who don’t share the pastor’s burden or vision of the ministry often divide the flock, shear the sheep and even encourage others to selfishly follow them.  Disloyalty is the worst characteristic of any assistant or church member.  


What a blessing it is for a Pastor to be able to go away and leave his flock in the hands of a like-minded assistant;  one who will take the initiative and do the visiting, care for the sick and afflicted, not usurp his authority, not seek to gain his own following nor preach something contrary to his views.  Timothy was such an assistant.

3. Paul also is able to assure the Philippians that Timothy had a natural (actually supernatural)
 love for them, which matched his own.

4. In fact, with all the other friends he had in the church at Rome, and other 
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fellow workers in the ministry there, he could find no one else who was ready or willing to go for him (of course Epaphroditus was another wonderful exception - v.25-30).

NOTE: Paul adds a background scene to his portrait of Timothy, that of the selfish Roman Christians.


B. (Undesirable Attitudes): v.21

1. The exact opposite was true of the Roman Christians who were disobedient of Paul’s 
desires to send a representative to Philippi.



2. They are worldly oriented, putting their own interests above the Lord’s work.


C. (Unprofitable Accord): v.21



1. They are of one accord (but not with Christ’s interests at heart).



2. They are of one mind (but not the mind of Christ).

ILLUS: Have you ever found yourself agreeing with others against the cause of Christ?  Have you ever allowed yourself to be used by others to oppose something the Pastor or the church has decided to do?  Have you ever joined the Veto Party?  

III. TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO PAUL: v.22-24 (HIS COMING)

ILLUS: Someone has said that the hardest instrument to play is second fiddle.  Timothy knew how to play it and did so gladly.

A. Undeniable Accomplishments: 



1. A proven servant: “but ye know the proof of him...”  v.22a

ILLUS: Paul waited until Timothy was “proven” before thrusting him into some position of respect, or authority.  In fact, in writing to Timothy in I Tim.3 regarding the qualifications for a pastor, he lists “not a novice” (literally: “one newly planted”).



2. A promising son: “as a son with the father...”  v.22b

1. What a nice brushstroke to this portrait of Timothy Paul warmly paints.

2. No higher relationship exists than that of a son with his father but that is how Paul describes his working partnership withTimothy “in the Gospel.”

B. Unashamed Association: 


1. A productive saint: “hath served with me...” v.22c

ILLUS: Shame on you if you are ashamed of your association with the Lord, our church or with its Pastor.  Timothy accepted and identified with Paul’s doctrine, convictions and position.  They were “like-minded” and Timothy was never ashamed to be identified with Paul.

C. Uncertain Arrangements: V.23,24
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1. Paul was unsure of the results of his impending trial.  v.23


2. Paul desired to come to Philippi himself if the Lord made it possible.  v.24

NOTE: Note the words “But I trust in the Lord...” Paul did not consider himself the “master of his own fate.”  He simply threw himself on the Lord for whatever was His will.  Oh that we (and I) could do likewise in every area of our lives.

CONCL: What a beautiful portrait of his partner Paul has painted with his inspired pen!  Basically he was emphasizing his one outstanding quality and saying “GREAT IS HIS FAITHFULNESS!”


What about you?  Are you faithful to the church?  To Christ?  To God’s Man?  What kind of portrait would the Apostle Paul be able to paint of you?  Would you be faithful like Timothy or unfaithful like the Roman Christians?

 “A NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCE”

TEXT: Philippians 2:25-30

THESIS:  To reveal the characteristics of Paul’s fellow-laborer, Epaphroditus, which endeared him to Paul, and make him a positive example to us.

INTRO:  A. Much is being written today about “Near Death Experiences” by people who have apparently died and have returned with tales of heaven and bliss or of hell and torment.  Only the Lord knows for sure which of these experiences are genuine and which are delusions of the person involved or delusions of the devil.

B. In our text Paul introduces us to Epaphroditus who had a legitimate “NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCE.”  Paul says he was “nigh unto death.” (v.28,30).  But we will not focus as much on his “NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCE” as on his life experiences and personal qualities which endeared him to Paul and the Philippian believers and which make him a positive example to us.

EPAPHRODITUS WAS...

I.  A BALANCED BELIEVER: v.25

NOTE: It seems as though Paul could not say enough about this man whose name means “charming.”  He seems to have “had it all together.”  Balance is the key to the Christian life.

Some emphasize “fellowship” so much that they neglect the furtherance of the Gospel.  Others

are so involved in defending the faith, they neglect fellowship.  


Dr. Ironside used to tell about a group of believers who only thought of fellowship.  They had little concern for the lost or the defense of the faith.  They hung out a sign: “JESUS ONLY.”  A strong wind came along and blew the 1st 3 letters off the sign and it left “...US ONLY.”  Appropriate!


A.  A Brother In Christ:

1. He was united with Paul in the faith thru a common experience with the Savior.

2. This is a term of filial endearment (used 9 times in Philippians) and means “from the same womb.”
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B. A Companion In Labor:

1. Paul and Epaphroditus were not only united in faith, but in the work of the Gospel.

2. Both men shared the same vision and burden; had the same goals and compassion.


C. A Fellowsoldier In Battle:



1. They were united in faith, work and in the defense of the faith.



2. He was a companion in arms.

ILLUS: Peter Ruckman said that being a fellow soldier means that a man “will not break ranks, steal your canteen, foul your rifle, hold back while you are advancing, fail to cover your flank, refuse 
to share your rations, betray you to the enemy, go to sleep on watch, or let you take all the fire.”  Epaphroditus was like Nehemiah, the man who rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem with his sword in one hand and his trowel in the other.  You cannot build with a sword nor battle with a trowel.  It takes both to get the work done.


D. A Messenger In Ministry: 

1. Epaphroditus was a member of the Philippian church sent to Paul “to supply (their)
lack of service toward (Paul)...” v.30b

2. Paul and Epaphroditus were united on this highest level of service; note the ascending scale from “brother” to “messenger.”

ILLUS: Ministering to fellow saints is one of the highest of all ministries.  Perceiving a need and then unselfishly giving of yourself to meet that need ministers not only to the one in need, but to the Savior Himself.

Mt. 25:40 

40   And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

II. A BURDENED BELIEVER: v.26


A. He Was “Homesick” (for the fellow saints in Philippi)  “...longed after you all...”


B. He Was Heartsick (because they were concerned about him due to his illness!)

ILLUS: There are a few choice saints who, when they are sick, instead of feeling sorry for themselves, are burdened for others.  When you try to be a blessing to them, they instead bless you.

III. A BROKEN BELIEVER: v.27,30


A. Death’s Neighbor: v.27



1. The words “nigh unto” literally means “alongside of a neighbor.”



2. He lived literally at “death’s doorstep” for a while
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a. God did mercifully heal him.

b. Whether this healing was a miraculous healing or not, the text doesn’t say.

ILLUS:  Paul had the gift of healing but didn’t use it as a matter of course.  That Apostolic gift was used as a sign gift that authenticated the authority of the Apostles among unbelieving Jews primarily. Not only so, but the sign gifts were slowly disappearing now that the NEW TESTAMENT was nearing completion.


B. A “Christian Gambler:”  v.30

1. The words “not regarding his life” are from a Greek word which is a gambling term.

2. It suggests that Epaphroditus did not stop to consider any hazards which might have befallen him while faithfully delivering the Philippians gifts to Paul from that church.

3. He literally “risked” or “gambled” against the odds that God would take care of him.

ILLUS:  Paul’s statement that it was “for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death...” is very interesting.  It shows that, contrary to the Charismatics contentions that sickness is never a part of God’s will for the believer, some of God’s choicest servants do get sick and even die, while in His service.  The Apostles themselves became martyrs for Him!  Sickness is not necessarily judicial penalty and may be parental chastisement or even a spiritual tonic for the child of God.  Maybe it is what we need most at the moment!  Maybe the sickness is “for the glory of God!”

IV. A BLESSED BELIEVER: v.28,29


A. A Mailman With A Message: v. 28

1. Most believe that it was Epaphroditus who delivered Paul’s epistle to the Philippians.

2. He not only carried a written message, but delivered a blessing by showing up in person, to prove he had indeed been healed.  “when ye see him again, ye may rejoice...”

ILLUS: Paul himself was pleased with his healing and it relieved him of a further burden.  v.27b and 28b
 Paul had the care of all the churches upon him as well as their administration, plus he was presently on trial for his very life.  It could be said that he too was “nigh unto death.”


B. A Servant To Be Honored: v.29



1. Epaphroditus was a blessing to Paul and to his own church.

2. Paul thus admonishes his church to honor him highly because of his service and sacrifice.

ILLUS: There is no contradiction between “made himself of no reputation” (2:7) and “hold such in reputation” (2:29b).  If Christ gets the glory there is nothing wrong with the servant receiving the honor.  Epaphroditus sacrificed himself with no thought of reward so Paul 
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encouraged them to honor him.  “Honor to whom honor (is due)...” Rom. 13:7

CONCL:  Here is a man who had “A NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCE” - “for the work of Christ.”  Many have literally given their lives to be a blessing to others.  What a waste of life for a believer to live his or her life so selfishly that they are never a blessing to anyone!  What an example and a blessing are the lives of these two choice saints of God (Timothy and Epaphroditus) whom Paul paints word portraits of in this chapter.  May we live up to their example and be spent for others.

 “BEWARE OF THE DOGS!”

TEXT: Philippians 3:1-3

THESIS:  Paul sounds a warning to beware those who attempt to add anything to the Gospel of pure grace.

INTRO:  A. In this passage Paul warns to “BEWARE OF THE DOGS!”  Men are like dogs.  Dogs have some good qualities but a dog is still a dog and he will still eat his own vomit (2 Pet.

2:22), and do even more disgusting things.  But some men are like collies: kind, lovable, and friendly.  Others are like Chihuahuas: snappy, irritable, nervous, noisy and a nuisance.  Some are like English Bull Dogs: tenacious, ugly, and stubborn.  Others are like French Poodles: dainty, prissy, high-strung and good for nothing but show!  Then there are those like Mastiffs:  solid, tough, dependable, brave and common looking.  Others resemble German Shepherds: alert, strong, powerful and aggressive.  But a dog is still a dog and a lost man is still a lost man, no matter what kind of character he has.

ILLUS:  Some lost men have more character than some saved men - and that is tragic!  Walt Disney, Patrick Henry, Madame Curie and General Rommel (Nazi General - WWII), all had character traits which Christians would do well to emulate, but their character failed to get them
into heaven, and that’s what Paul addresses here.

B. Paul’s message in this passage can be summed up in 3 words: Rejoice!  Resist!and Refrain!  Let’s examine what he has to say for our benefit.  He uses strong words here, which the new breed of “neos” would never do with all their emphasis on positive preaching.

I.  REJOICE!  v.1


A. Encouragement:  “rejoice in the Lord...”

1. Paul starts this chapter with the word “finally” and then uses the word again in 4:8 – a typical preacher! (smile)

2. Taken in context this encouragement to “rejoice in the Lord” in spite of hardships and even Near Death Experiences” (Epaphroditus) is interesting!

ILLUS:  Obviously Christians are to keep on rejoicing in spite of circumstances - in sickness, 

in prison, in feast or famine! 

Phil. 4:11

11   Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 
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B. Exhortation: “to write the same things to you...”

1. Paul is saying “It doesn’t bother me to keep on telling you to rejoice even though I have
mentioned the word 7 times before this - and I will mention it some more and that will be helpful (“safe” ) for you!”

ILLUS: Repetition is good and helps us to subconsciously react.  Ex: The Coca Cola company has used the phrase “the pause that refreshes” for years and “Have a Coke” worldwide for years.   It has been plastered on billboards from Tallahassee to Tibet, from New York to New Guinea so when you are thirsty your mind says  “You need something to refresh you - have a Coke!”  No sugary soft-drink is a thirst-quencher, you have been brain washed by repetition.  The Coke Co.  never apologizes - neither does Paul!

2. Paul is about to warn them about the “dogs” and others they must confront and they need to learn how to rejoice in spite of opposition ad persecution.


C. The Mongrels:  “beware of dogs...”

NOTE: Paul switches from exhortation and encouragement to warning and alerting the Philippian to the dangerous “dogs” they will have to deal with.

1. These dogs are the 2-legged variety who followed Paul wherever he went to demand that his converts return to the works of the Law to either get saved or keep saved.

2. These dogs barked and barked incessantly and were a constant irritant to the Apostle and a dangerous threat to his converts and the churches he established.  

ILLUS: They compare favorably to the “dogs” of today who run around knocking on the doors of Christians and the lost to confuse them about what it takes to save and to be spiritually secure.  These “dogs” were like oriental dogs which ran wild in the streets and prayed upon society to sustain themselves.  They were vicious, untamed scavengers.  



“The leading characteristic of false cults today is their tendency to prey upon members of established churches in an effort to win them over to false tenets.  They are living up to the 

name Paul gives them  “dogs”.


D. The Mischief Makers: “beware of evil workers...”

1. The term “dogs” reveals the character of the legalizers, the term “evil workers” speaks of
their conduct.

2. They are smooth and seductive while they pervert the Gospel of pure grace by insisting upon
adding works for salvation or for security.

ILLUS:  A lady was arguing with her pastor about the matter of faith and works.  “I think that getting to heaven is like rowing a boat,” she said.  “One oar is faith, and the other is works.  If you use both you will get there.  If you use only one, you go around in circles.”  The pastor replied,  “The only thing wrong with your illustration is that nobody is going to heaven in a rowboat!  (There is only one “good work” that takes a person to heaven - the good work of Christ on the Cross!)


E. The Mutilators:  “beware of the concision...”
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1. Paul uses a play on the word “circumcision” here and is saying that these Jews who insisted on external works or rituals were like the heathen priests who mutilated their bodies to please and worship their pagan gods.

ILLUS: Paul is contrasting the true and the false.  “Dogs” was the Jewish word for Gentiles and “circumcision” was the Jewish word synonymous with religious orthodoxy.  He reverses both: “dogs” for Jewish legalizers and “concision” for those who had gone thru the ceremony of circumcision but whose hearts were not right with God and who had in effect “mutilated” the Gospel just as circumcision does the body.

2. Paul insists that believers then and now beware anyone who want to add anything to the Gospel of pure grace.

III. REFRAIN!  v.3


A. Worship Without Form:  “...in the Spirit”

Rom. 2:28-29

28   For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 

29   But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

1. The Jewish Legalizers had reduced the ceremony of circumcision to mere form and physical formality (Like those today who demand water baptism - destroying its real meaning).



2. Circumcision is of the heart, not the flesh.



3. Worship has to do with the inner man, “the spirit” - not the flesh.

ILLUS:  It is not adoring a crucifix, reveling in organ music nor sitting transfixed in a great cathedral with stained glass windows.  Often people imagine they are worshipping when they are simply having an aesthetic experience.


B. Worship Without Fear:  “...rejoice in Christ Jesus”


C. Worship Without Flesh:  “...no confidence in the flesh”

1. The Christian is to avoid and abandon all confidence in his own flesh and anyone else’s flesh!

ILLUS:  Our “rejoicing” and “confidence” is not in the Phillies, the Eagles, Michael Jackson, Mahalia Jackson, Jesse Jackson or even “Stonewall” Jackson!  It is not in David Letterman, Arnold Schwartzeneggar, Sharon Stone, or Marilyn Monroe nor in Mick Jagger, the Beach Boys or Elvis 
Presley!  It is not in Dan Rather, Barbara Walters, Sam Donaldson, Tom Brokaw, Katie Couric or Connie Chung!  All these people are flesh!   They all have skin on them - or did at one time!  But all flesh is as grass!

1 Pet. 1:24 



24   For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 
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When a Christian rejoices in Academy Awards, Miss America Contests, Major League Playoffs, Rock Music performers, Movie Stars, TV personalities, their church, denomination or religion he is putting confidence in the flesh!  Many believers who were saved by faith, trust, confide in and rejoice in the FLESH.  (In the following verses Paul will list some of the things of the FLESH he could have had confidence in (v.4-9) but counted them but dung!)  

CONCL: Paul gives some strong warnings in strong and very plain language here!  “BEWARE OF THE DOGS!” who would pervert the simplicity of the Gospel of grace is the warning.  He doesn’t mince words and ends up telling us that the only “flesh” we can trust is the resurrected flesh of the Lord Jesus and what He accomplished on Calvary.  What are you trusting in? “BEWARE...!”

 “KEYS WHICH FAIL TO OPEN HEAVEN’S DOOR”

or “SPIRITUAL BANKRUPTCY”

TEXT: Phil. 3:4-6,7a

THESIS: To show that human merit and confidence in the flesh (even religious flesh!) will never open Heaven’s door.

INTRO:  A. Paul concludes in v.5 that believers can place “no confidence in the flesh” and now he will “audit” his own life and its fleshly accomplishments and find himself  “SPIRITUALLY BANKRUPT.”  


B. In America, flesh pampering is a multi-billion dollar business.  Women alone spend billions on cosmetic surgery (tummy tucks, liposuction, breast enlargement and reduction (!)), and cosmetic reconstruction (spackling compound [make-up, i.e., it “makes up” for what’s missing!], paint [150 shades of red for lipstick and 75 colors of eye shadow], replacement windows (1000 frames for eyeglasses], caulking [for wrinkles and age spots], new plumbing [for worn out parts], etc.  Men spend millions on new cars, trucks, sports equipt. etc. to prop up fading machismo and youth.  Men also use cosmetics (hair spray, colognes, etc.), buy jewelry (necklaces and earrings!).


But flesh is still flesh and constantly fades, wilts, decays and dies!


C. We strut around and boast about our pedigree, ancestry, religious heritage, achievements, good works, etc.  But flesh is still flesh (including religious flesh!) and in God’s eyes it is less than useless and totally worthless-until Christ gets involved and resurrected, glorified flesh becomes a potential reality.

TRANS:  Paul’s “audit” of his life concludes that even confidence in the best flesh in the world (v.4) only produced “SPIRITUAL BANKRUPTCY!”  He had tried every “KEY” of man’s design
to open heaven’s door and they all came up failures.  Check out this list of “KEYS” and see if you have anything better to offer...

I.  THE KEY OF RITUAL:  “circumcised the eighth day...”  v.5a


A. This was one of the “keys” offered by the Judaizers.

ILLUS:  Eighth day circumcision was Paul’s boast that he was a true Jew.  Ishmaelites were 
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circumcised at age 13.  Proselytes were circumcised at the age of their conversion.  Some new versions change “the eighth day...” to “when I was a week old” (a week is 7 days!).  Anything but believe the book and to destroy the cross ref. system in a KING JAMES BIBLE!

B. Paul had tried this “key” of religious ritual and found it failed to open heaven’s door.  v.7!

ILLUS:  Many today are trying this “key” and are deluded into thinking that some religious ritual will get them into heaven.  They think that some water on their forehead washes away their sin and will open heaven’s door for them - how foolish.  I wonder how many multitudes will be shocked into sensibility when they try this “key” and God slams the door in their face?

II. THE KEY OF RACE: “of the stock of Israel...”  v.5b


A. This was the “key” of privileged birth.


B. Paul belonged to the “chosen people.”

ILLUS: It is amazing how many people think that spirituality is transmitted at birth, like nationality.  All Covenant Theologians believe something happens at “infant baptism” to those born into a Christian home and who have “God parents” - to make them saved!  The only “God Parent” you need to get you into heaven is the Lord Himself!

C. Paul had tried this “key” of privileged birth and found it failed to open heaven’s door.  v.7!

III. THE KEY OF ROYALTY:  “of the tribe of Benjamin...” v.5c 


A. Here was the “key” of aristocracy.

1. Benjamin produced the 1st King of Israel; and Paul (Saul) was even named after him!

2. Benjamin was one of Jacob’s favorite sons, born to Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife.

3. Benjamin was faithful to David after Absalom’s rebellion and the nation remembered that.

ILLUS:  A recent documentary showed Queen Elizabeth inducting a man into “The Royal Order Of The Garter” - which only includes the “most illustrious” of England’s aristocracy.  With unbelievable, but characteristic pomp the ceremony was conducted - and God yawned!  The so called “blue bloods” don’t impress God, but the “blood-washed” do!

B. Paul had tried this “key” of royal blood line and found it too failed to open heaven’s door. v.7!

IV. THE KEY OF REFINEMENT:  “an Hebrew of the Hebrews...”  v.5d


A. This was the “key” of Patriotism and Orthodoxy.



1. Paul was probably most proud of this “key.”



2. Paul was a full-blooded Jew, born of Hebrew parents, not Hellenistic Jews.
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ILLUS: Christian political activists will find that their patriotism didn’t impress God.  Orthodox belief falls short of the new birth!  You can “miss heaven by 18 inches” by believing all the right things, but failing to receive Christ and being “born again”!


B. Paul had tried this “key” of national pride and found it too to be a failure.  v.7!

V.  THE KEY OF RELIGION: “a Pharisee...”  V.5e


A. This was the “key” of Religious Dedication:

1. Surely such rigorous religion as found in the most orthodox of the Jewish sects would pry open heaven’s door!

ILLUS: The tragedy of religion is that it damns and dooms sincere and even zealous religionists to a Christless eternity!  The unspeakable horror and shame of full time religionists burning in hell forever!  Pastors, Popes, Priests, Nuns, Rabbis, Bible Scholars, etc. who have made religion their full-time profession are horrified to hear someone suggest such a scenario - but that is exactly what Paul is saying!

People have a dead  “stick-horse” religion that they prance around on pretending it is a real live horse!  You fed it and curried it and trotted it to the “sacraments” and put it on display for the grandstand and when a Bible believer called it to your attention that it was only a dead stick you were infuriated.  So you baptized it, and placed it in the church where it would be higher than any other dead stick in the room.  You insisted that in “freedom loving America” people should “respect each other’s religion” and a man who would “knock somebody else’s dead stick” was a religious bigot, an extremist or worse! But a dead stick is still a dead stick and confidence in the flesh - even religious flesh - is still soul-damning!


One day Paul (and hopefully you) found Jesus Christ and the dead stick was thrown on the heap with all the other dung (v.8) the flesh produces.

B. Paul had tried this “key” of pompous religiosity and found it also failed to open the door. v.7!

VI. THE KEY OF REPUTATION:  “persecuting the church...”  v.6a


A. This was the Key of Zeal and Sincerity:

1. Paul no doubt received the applause of his fellow religionists for his zeal - even though he was a murderer!

Acts 9:1

1   And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord...

ILLUS: Oh the horrendous atrocities committed in the name of religion!  Think of the millions who died at the hands of the “Holy Inquisitors” of the RCC!  It is perhaps the only “biblical” thing about the RCC!  It imitated Paul before he was saved!  The difference was that he did it in the name of Judaism and they did it in the name of Christ, and while he murdered comparatively few, they murdered millions!

We may do the same thing in another way: Christians measuring their spirituality based on their hatred of liberals, Catholics, cultists, etc.


B. Paul tried this “key” of zeal and sincerity and was still headed for hell!  v.7!
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VII. THE KEY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS:  “...blameless...”  v.7b


A. This is the Key of Self-Righteousness and Morality!

NOTE: Oh the tragedy of those who are so sure of themselves based on their morality or good works!  They may be J/W’s knocking on doors and passing out W and T Society literature, or Mormons giving 2 years of their lives as missionaries to the Church of the Latter Day Saints, or Catholic nuns and priests “marrying” the church, or just common, every-day “do-gooders” anti-abortionists, tree-hugging environmentalists or even genuine Christians who, though saved
by faith are placing their trust in some fleshly activity to please the Lord.  How pitiful!

B. Paul slips the Key of Good Works in the lock on Heaven’s Door and finds it doesn’t work so he throws it on the manure pile (“dung”) with all the others.  v.7!

ILLUS:  Pastor Roy Mason had a radio broadcast in Tampa, Fla. was playing a sermon that got “stuck” on the words “not of works” from Eph. 2:8, while he was on a coffee break.  When he returned a phone call finally told him that for 7 minutes the words “not of works” played again and: Paul was a pure-blood Jew who was ritually, respectably, racially, religiously, reputably and righteously correct in the eyes of his fellowman, but who couldn’t open heaven’s door with works!

CONCL: any of these “keys” of the flesh.  Only the “Key of Faith” opens the door!  Use it! 

“GIVE UP YOUR RELIGION!”

TEXT:  Phil. 3:7-9

THESIS:  To show that the greatest goal of Bible believers should be to know Christ intimately.

INTRO:  A. Bars, night clubs, pornography, Hollywood, drugs, rock music, prostitution, et.al., send fewer people to hell than morality, self-righteousness and religion! The former are simply expressions of the old nature and are recognized as sinful.  The latter are products of pride and are rarely identified as sinful; thus they are more subtle and soul-damning.  Morality, self-righteousness and religion have an aura of respectability and people are accepted in our society on this basis. 

ILLUS: Confucianism, Buddhism, Shintoism, Bahaism, Animism, Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism and the Cults are religions which are based upon a works system of salvation and no matter what the adherents give up or how hard they work, they are simply being deceived into believing that those things will earn or merit some standing before God.  

B. Paul had more respectability, self-righteousness and religion than anyone in his day and he “trashes” it all for Christ!  Paul’s message is to the Philippians and to all who have since read this epistle is “GIVE UP YOUR RELIGION” or anything else you are trusting in to get you to heaven for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Paul had the most sanctified, sincere and sanctimonious flesh in the world but states what he did and summarizes what everyone should do in our text...

I.  A PAST DECISION: v.7  “I counted...”
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A. Gain:  

1. Paul places his past “gain” (birth, education, wealth, social position, religion, race, etc.) on
one side of the ledger sheet and writes the word “loss” over it all!  cf. v.4-6

2. When Saul was struck down on that Damascus Rd. and that light shined on him and that voice spoke to him, he saw things clearly for the first time in his life.

ILLUS:  Two simple yet searching questions clarified everything for Saul: 

“Who art Thou, Lord?” and “

What wilt Thou have me to do?” 

These two questions deal with the two most important and critical issues of life: salvation and surrender!  A personal knowledge of Christ and His plan for our life should make every person to be willing to cross everything off the books and begin life anew with Him.  Nothing else really matters!


B. Loss:

1. Paul suddenly realized that whatever things were considered “gain” to him before were meaningless to him now.

2. He added up all the benefits of the flesh and concluded that they would have cost him his soul had he continued to trust in them.

3. He knew that he could not hold on to his righteousness and his life and at the same time gain God’s righteousness in Christ and His life; he could not have both (neither can we!).

ILLUS: It is important to note that the things Paul counted loss were not evil things; they were good in themselves but they were not good enough to save him.  “A good thing can be a bad thing if it keeps out the best thing.”  Strauss

II.  A PRESENT DETERMINATION: v.8 “I count...”

A. The Power Of A Personal Relationship:  “...the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”

1. Paul is still “counting” i.e. examining the things he used to count as positive in the light of what he now understands.

2. It was a saving knowledge of Christ Jesus which gave him this new perspective and new determination.

ILLUS:  Paul’s respectability, morality and religion almost cost him his soul!  Had Paul been a simple fisherman or hated tax collector he might have been converted when Jesus preached and taught in
the streets of Jerusalem and in the Temple.  But he was trusting in his religion and education and class and race and character so instead of trusting Christ he hated him and persecuted believers.  But now he is saved and is a “new creature.”


Paul GAVE UP HIS RELIGION and anything and everything else which previously hindered him from receiving the Savior.  He posts these things in the “loss” column!  I wonder how many today are still trusting in their morality, self-righteousness or religion?



3. This personal relationship with the Lord transformed his life.
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ILLUS:  Not even an orthodox Jew is “gung ho” about knowing Moses as a person: his teachings yes, his precepts - yes, his writings - perhaps, but HIM?   No way!  No Buddhist has to have any personal knowledge about Buddha’s present condition as a person.  No Confucian studies Confucius’ present state as a person, and no Mohammedan wastes five minutes to attain a knowledge of Mohammed as he NOW lives.  This phenomenon is unique to Christianity and there is nothing like it in the cults, Catholicism or liberal Protestantism!  But for the believer “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord...” is the climax of the believer’s life and this knowledge transforms his life.  Ruckman


B. The Power of a Personal Revival:  “...count them but dung!”

1. Paul’s former status gave him education, wealth, social standing, morality, respectability, comfort and status.



2. But Paul’s new perspective causes him to evaluate it all as “dung”!

ILLUS:  With all the new versions screaming about “accuracy” and “clarity” - what happened here? The first two primary meanings in any Lexicon are “offal” and “dung”! What happened to accuracy, clarity, uniformity in translation, being true to the original manuscripts, Dr! Check it out!  ASV: “refuse” NIV: “rubbish”  TLB: “worthless”  RBP: “positive hinderances” (?), Pulpit Commentary: “dog’s meat”  Good News: “garbage” (!)  Living Letters:“less than nothing”  Amplified N.T: “rubbish”  J.F. and Brown: “dregs, dross”  KING JAMES BIBLE: “DUNG”!


Isn’t that archaic?  Then what modern, plain 4-letter word in English would “clarify the obscure
Elizabethan English?”  Then why doesn’t one modern translation on the market translate it for us?   What happened to the brave pioneers who want to “liberate the readers” from the “archaic expressions” of the KING JAMES BIBLE?  (Lose your guts, fellows?)

a. True revival sees things as God sees them and deals with them accordingly.

b. True revival calls sin “sin” and minces no words to make it respectable.

ILLUS:  They aren’t “gay” they are sodomites!  They aren’t alcoholics they are drunks!  It isn’t an “affair” it is adultery!  They aren’t homosexuals they are reprobates!  (Queers, dikes, lesbos, faggots - tell it like it is!)  They are not “abusing a controlled substance” they are dopeheads, druggies and addicts!  They aren’t “sleeping around” they are fornicating!  It isn’t eroticism it is pornography!  It isn’t “X-rated” it’s filth! It isn’t “R-rated” it’s dirty!  It isn’t “PG-13” it is Pornographically Gross for 13 year olds and everyone else!  Flesh is still flesh!  Sin is still sin!  Dung is still dung!  Changing the labels doesn’t change the character.  When you get revived you get 20/20 spiritual vision!

 III. A PERSONAL DESIRE: v.8b,9 “win Christ... be found in Him...”


A. Instant Reward:  “that I may win Christ...”

ILLUS:  I went to Rita’s Water Ice stand and they gave me one of those “Instant Winner” scratch off cards.  I didn’t win!  But when I got saved I “won Christ! instantly.  So did Paul.



1. He didn’t do it by working, praying, doing good, going to church, etc.

2. He did it by renouncing his own righteousness and counting it “dung”! (including the Law [works]!).
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ILLUS: No man or woman complains about giving up something if he or she is certain to get more.  The bride on her wedding day counts all things but loss to gain her lover.  The student counts all things but loss to gain the required knowledge for a successful career.  It is a loss gladly suffered for the gain which is achieved.


B. Imputed Righteousness:  “be found in Him...”


1. Paul is saying he wouldn’t trade the righteousness God imparted and imputed to him for his former self righteousness as a religious Pharisee!

Mt. 5:20 

20   For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 



2. The righteousness of man is condemned because it cannot change the heart.

3. Paul had learned that “the right. which is of God by faith” had changed him from the inside out and he sees clearly his religious righteousness and that of his brethren.

Rom. 10:3

3   For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

CONCL:   Paul states clearly his PAST DECISION, PRESENT DETERMINATION AND PERSONAL DESIRE.  Paul GAVE UP HIS RELIGION  and every other seemingly “good thing” to  “win Christ.”  You need to “GIVE UP YOUR RELIGION” too and anything else - good or bad - which may keep you from Christ or from an intimate relationship with Him.

“A PASSION FOR PERFECTION”

TEXT: Philippians 3:10-11

THESIS:  To set forth Paul’s Passion for Perfection as the norm for every believer.

INTRO:  A. In the book Pearls, Points and Parables, F.E. Marsh relates this incident: “I asked a student what 3 things he most wished for, He said, ‘Give me books, health, and quiet, and I care for nothing more.’  I asked a miser, and he cried, ‘Money, money, money!’  I asked a pauper, and he faintly said, ‘Bread, bread, bread!’  I asked a drunkard, and he called loudly for booze.  I asked the multitude around me and they lifted up a confused cry, in which I heard the words, ‘Wealth, fame and pleasure!’  Then I asked a poor man who bore the character of an experienced Christian.  He replied that all he wished for could be met in Christ.  He spoke seriously, and I asked him to explain and he said, ‘I greatly desire 3 things: first, that I may be found in Christ; second, that I may be like Christ; third that I may be with Christ.”

B. Paul would whole heartedly agree with this man’s philosophy and in fact takes it even further.  He not only desires to be in Christ, like Christ and with Christ, but he has “A PASSION FOR PERFECTION” for a knowledge which goes beyond or transcends pure reason.  He wishes an experience with Christ which the average Christian will not desire and is not even commanded to pursue.  It was not something he had to do, but something he wanted to do.  Only the exceptional, rare, 
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C. unusual and truly spiritual believer will aspire to this level.  

D. Very few indeed have Paul’s “PASSION FOR PERFECTION.”

I.  A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE: v.10a
(A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PERSON)


A. Historical Knowledge Insufficient:

1. Paul is not desirous of knowing about Christ, but in knowing Him on an intimate level.

ILLUS:  Many people are deceived into reciting the facts in the Apostle’s Creed or knowing all the historical information about the Savior, but in never coming to know Him personally.  There is a vast chasm of difference between knowing about Him and knowing Him!  

Mt. 7:22-23

22
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work   iniquity. 



2. It is possible to know all about a person without ever really knowing them.

ILLUS: I may know many things about Pres. Clinton, but I don’t really know him.


B. Salvational Knowledge Insufficient:

1. Paul is already saved when he wrote this, so there is something beyond salvation in view.

2. Many here today know Him as Savior, but do not know Him as Paul desires to know Him.


C. Experiential Knowledge Alone Is Sufficient:



1. This is a knowledge that reflects intimacy.

ILLUS: I courted my wife through the mail from Germany to the U.S. for 18 months and I got to know a lot about her.  But it wasn’t until I came home from the Army and began dating her and became engaged to her and then finally married her that I really got to know her

2. This knowledge is as far from most Christians as the difference between a casual meeting of a new acquaintance and that of a long and enduring friend-ship.

ILLUS:  Under the Law Paul knew only rules and regulations.  Under Christ he found a friend, master and companion.  Is He just your Savior or is He a Friend and beloved Com-panion!

II. A POWERFUL EXPERIENCE: v.10b  (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS POWER)


A. To Overcome Sin:  
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Rom. 6:11

11   Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


B. To Enable Service:

Eph. 1:18-20 

18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

19
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

20
Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

1. It was Christ’s resurrection power which saved us and it is that same power which enables
 us to serve Him and have His power upon our lives.

ILLUS:  As wonderful as the spotless and sinless life of our Savior was, no one would have been saved by it alone.  It took His resurrection from the dead to save us.  Not even His death alone could accomplish what His resurrection did!

2. Service for the Lord without this power is not only puny and useless but it is fleshly and fruitless.

III. A PAINFUL EXPERIENCE: v.10c   (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PRESSURES)


A. The Price Of Power Is Suffering:



1. There is no gain without pain!



2. We are called not only to enjoy His salvation, but to partake of His sufferings.




a. “fellowship” = joint participation




b. “made conformable” = to bring to the same form

ILLUS:  Unlike His sufferings ours are not vicarious nor atoning.  It is not substitution, but self denial he has in mind.  (The “living sacrifice” of Rom. 12:1)  Our sufferings are designed to purge us, strengthen us and make us more useable.  The recruit knows nothing of courage until he has undergone boot camp, rigorous training and is exposed to enemy fire on the battlefield.  It is only through suffering persecution, misunderstanding, ridicule and perhaps even physical deprivation or pain that the believer can ever know the fullness of God’s power.

QUOTE: L.Strauss: “No believer who compromises his position in Christ can share in the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings.”

B. The Price Of Intimacy Is Suffering:



1. Pain and suffering often drives us into deeper intimacy with the Lord.



2. It is this that Paul is referring to here.

ILLUS: Paul does not have some martyr complex, nor does he desire to be crucified literally as 
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was His Savior.  But he knows that often (as in the case of Job) he will gain a more intimate knowledge of the Lord and a greater revelation of His grace in time of need thru suffering than without it.

IV. A PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE: v.11  (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PERFECTION)

Resurrection Implies Perfection:

A. This is the only place in the NEW TESTAMENT where this particular Greek word is used translated “resurrection” here.

B. The word “resurrection” is the Greek word “anastasis” and means “to stand up again” or to be raised from a prone position as in death.

C. The word “resurrection” here is from the Greek word “exanastasis” which is the “out resurrection, the resurrection out from the dead ones” (a selective resurrection of believers out from other dead ones) and refers to the Rapture!

ILLUS: Paul hoped and expected that the Rapture of the church would occur in his lifetime!  How much closer are we today!



1. When we are resurrected we will “be like Him” i.e. perfect.

2. Paul’s passion for perfection will be finally realized - so will yours and mine!

CONCL:  Paul’s “PASSION FOR PERFECTION” was not some hopeless desire to reach a sinless state, but rather a perfectly practical hope based upon the clear Word of God.  It was a practical desire made possible by the work of Christ on the Cross and His resurrection from the dead.  One day we will all likewise be made perfect.  But Paul not only desired perfection in the life to come, he desired it in his lifetime and prayed and worked toward that goal.  We will never be sinless in this life, but we should have that as our goal.   The bowler may never bowl a perfect game, but he may work toward that goal.  The pitcher may never pitch a perfect game, but he may work toward that goal.  So let’s have “A PASSION FOR PERFECTION!”

“DON’T END UP WHERE YOU DON’T WANT TO BE”

TEXT: Philippians 3:12-14

THESIS: To show Paul’s dissatisfaction with his spiritual maturity, his dedication to improve and the direction he would take to reach his goal.

INTRO:  A. Oliver Wendall Holmes said that “the great thing in this world is not so much where we are but the direction we are taking.”  Someone else said “If you’re not sure where you’re going, you might end up where you don’t want to be.  Paul was sure of where he was going (heaven) and he knew where he was spiritually and knew that he had not yet “arrived” but he had a plan and positive direction.  He had a burning desire to “know Christ” in an intimate way and to achieve the highest level of spirituality available to him.  He did not want to end up where he did not want to be.  He knew where he was and the direction he was taking to get where he was headed.  Paul was pursuing with purpose spiritual perfection..

B. If you don’t want to end up where you don’t want to be, now is the best time to change your direction by heeding Paul’s admonition in this passage.  If you too have a desire to be all the Lord wants you to be...listen up...
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I.  AN HONEST ADMISSION: v.12  (DISSATISFACTION)


A. Self-Evaluation:  12a

1. The dangers of self-evaluation are two-fold: 1) we see ourselves worse than we are or 2) we see ourselves better than we are.

ILLUS:  The Christians at Laodicea boasted that they were rich when in God’s sight they were “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked .”  Rev. 3:7   In contrast the believers at Smyrna thought they were poor when they were really rich. 

Rev. 2:9

9   I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

2. Paul honestly examined himself and knew and admitted he had not reached that state of perfection which he would one day attain in heaven - but he had a desire and determination to be all he could be for the Lord in this life nevertheless.  cf. v.11


B. Clear Estimation:

1. If Paul had compared himself with others he would have been tempted to be proud – there were not many who had experienced all he had achieved.



2. But Paul compared himself with himself and with Christ.
QUOTE: Lehman Strauss: “The dual use of the word ‘perfect’ in v.12 and v.15 explains his thinking.   He has not arrived yet at perfection (v.12), but he is “perfect” [mature] (v.15), and one mark of his maturity is the knowledge that he is not perfect!”

3. He says he had not yet “attained” i.e., as a runner in a race he knew he had not yet crossed the finish line nor had he received the prize for winning the race.


C. Driving Determination:  “I follow after...I may apprehend...I am apprehended...”

1. Paul was “apprehended” on the Damascus Rd. by Christ and he knew that the Savior had a purpose and a ministry in mind for him, but even beyond that He wanted him to strive for spiritual perfection or maturity.

2. Whether we have a “ministry” or not, we all have a “mission” or goal to achieve – spiritual maturity.  (How close are you toward that goal?)

ILLUS:  “DON’T END UP WHERE YOU DON’T WANT TO BE” i.e. falling short of the prize of spiritual maturity.  The first step to avoid that situation is AN HONEST ADMISSION  of your failure to this point in achieving that goal.  Then you must make...

II. A HEARTY ATTEMPT: v.13  (DEDICATION)


A. Concentration Is The Secret Of Power:  “this one thing I do...”

1. No athlete succeeds by doing everything; he succeeds by specializing!
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2. Paul made the quest for spiritual maturity his specialty.

3. He became a “one thing” Christian; everything in his life was concentrated on that goal.

ILLUS:  D.L. Moody was involved in Sunday School promotion, Y.M.C.A. work, evangelistic meetings and many other activities until the great Chicago fire.  After the fire Moody determined to devote himself exclusively to evangelism.  “This one thing I do...” became a reality to him and as a result millions of people heard the Gospel.  Concentration is the secret of power.  If a river overflows its banks, the area around it becomes a swamp, bur if that river is dammed and controlled, it becomes a source of power. We need to concentrate on what matters most in this life.  “Only what’s done for Christ will last.”


B. Direction Is The Secret To Victory:  “forgetting those things which are behind...”

1. Biblically the word “forgetting” does not mean to “fail to remember” but to no longer be
influenced or affected by the past.



2. We need to break the power of the past by living for the future!



3. We cannot change the past, but we can change the meaning of the past.

ILLUS: Example: Joseph.  Joseph’s brothers mistreated him and he had every right to be bitter.  But when he finally saw them again he held no grudge against them.  He saw the past from God’s viewpoint.  He knew God had a plan for his life - a race for him to run - and in fulfilling that plan and looking ahead, he broke the power of the past.  Paul too had many things in his past which could have hindered his ministry and kept him from spiritual maturity, but he too broke the power of the past by putting those things behind him and looking forward to the future.

1 Tim. 1:12-13

12   And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 

13   Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

4. You can’t run a successful race by constantly looking backward; direction is the secret to
victory.

III. A HOLY AMBITION: v.14  (DETERMINATION)


A. Intense Endeavor:  “I press...”



1. The concept here is to diligently and with great fervor pursue a goal.

2. There are 2 extremes the believer must avoid in the pursuit of spiritual maturity:




a. “God must do it all.”




b. “I must do it all.”

ILLUS:   “Let go and let God” is a clever slogan, but it is dangerous.  What quarterback would say to his team: “OK, men, just let go and let the coach do it all.”  And no quarterback would say, “Listen to me and forget what the coach says!”  Both extremes are wrong.
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B. Spiritual Incentive:  “The prize...”

1. As an athlete is rewarded for his performance, the believer will be rewarded for his faithfulness and spiritual development.

2. The ultimate prize is absolute perfection, but we are presently being “conformed to the image of God’s dear Son” which is the sovereign work of our Savior linked with a program which is the pursuit of perfection  by the dedicated believer.

CONCL: “DON’T END UP WHERE YOU DON’T WANT TO BE!”  Pursue perfection and spiritual maturity now.  Don’t wait.  Follow Paul’s program in the pursuit of perfection by marking the action words in these verses: “I follow after,” “I may apprehend,” “I do,” “(I) forget,” “I reach forth,” “I press...” and you will end up where you want to be as a dedicated believer.

 “GO FOR THE GOLD”

TEXT: Philippians 3:15,16

THESIS:  To urge believers to strive for spiritual maturity.

INTRO:  A. It is amazing what to lengths athletes will go to simply to win a race or win a ball game.
 The height of athletic achievement is to win a gold medal in the Olympics because the competition is international.  To “GO FOR THE GOLD” is the ambition of every world-class athlete.

B. Paul has been using the image of someone participating in a race in v.12-14.  It is possible that he had the Greek Olympic games in mind when he penned these words to describe his own sacrifices, goals and ambitions in the spiritual realm.  He did not want to settle for second place.  He wanted to “GO FOR THE GOLD” i.e., spiritual perfection or maturity.

I.  RUNNING THE RACE:  (context: v.12-14 and “perfect” v.15)

A. Run Hard:  

1. Note the words he uses to describe his own efforts in obtaining spiritual maturity: “I follow after,” “that I may apprehend,” “this one thing I do,”  “reaching forth,” “I press...”

2. Paul was no half-hearted, satisfied with the status quo Christian; he refused to be content with anything less than “perfection”; he was going for the gold!
ILLUS: There is no contradiction between v.12 which deals with sinless perfection or absolute maturity, and v.15a where he again uses the word “perfect.”  In v.15 he is speaking of stage perfection.  Examples:  An acorn may be “perfect” in it’s stage, but it is not an oak tree.  An infant may be “perfect” as a baby, but it is not a full grown man or woman.


B. Obey Rules:



1. It is not enough to win the race, it is imperative that you obey the rules.
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2. Many “run” but fail to obey the rules and are disqualified.

ILLUS:  In the Greek games, the judges were very strict about this.  Any infringement of the rules would disqualify the athlete.  He would not lose his citizenship (though he would disgrace it), but he would lose his privilege to participate and forfeit any prizes won.   

In the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden Jim Thorpe won both the decathlon and the pentathlon.  But the next year officials discovered he had played semi-pro baseball and had forfeited his amateur standing.  He had to return his gold medal and trophy and his Olympic records were erased.  A high price to pay for breaking the rules.


When you break the rules as a believer in the Christian race, you don’t lose your salvation, you just lose your rewards and disgrace the Savior.  Like Lot, Samson and Ananias and Sapphira!

II. WINNING THE PRIZE: v.15


A. Strive To Win:  “thus minded...” v.15b 



1. Paul’s goal and achievement was “perfection” i.e., spiritual maturity.

2. His admonition here is that those who are “thus minded” will have focused thinking which will lead them to faithful performance toward winning the prize.



3. They too can become “one thing” saints.

ILLUS: No one, or at least very few, had the focus of the Apostle Paul.  Perhaps his unique salvation experience on the Damascus Road and his former background as a persecutor of the church along with his “near death” or “out of body” experience at Lystra kept him so focused.  He is the model for Christians ever since.  (cf. v.17)


B. Stay On Track: otherwise minded...”  v.15c

ILLUS: There are 3 categories of believers: the babe, the carnal and the spiritual.  Paul was a spiritual believer.  He now addresses the other classes.



1. Don’t break stride:




a. You may be saved and immature - grow up!




b. You may be saved and carnal - clean up!




c. You may be saved and ignorant - catch up!



2. Don’t quit running:

ILLUS: The danger of every believer is that they may become weary in the race and quit running!  If the goal is to run 100 yds. in 10 seconds and you run 10 yds in 1 second, you are stage perfect, but the goal is 100 yds, not just 10 yds!  We need more folks who keep the long haul in view than the quick runner who only lasts for a brief time.  The “alka seltzer”convert who shows great promise by getting saved and baptized and “fizzes” for a short time but drops out is not following
Paul’s example!

III. WALKING THE WALK: v.16

NOTE: Paul seems to shift the metaphor here and goes from running the race to walking consistently.
In fact v.16,17 and 18 all deal with the concept of walking.
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A. Keep Rank:  “Luke ..  






1. “Walking” speaks of steady progress in a certain direction.

2. Paul is saying that wherever the saints in Philippi are as to their spiritual maturity, they are to keep plodding along. 

3. He has reminded them in v.16d that God would reveal to them where they fail to measure up to spiritual maturity and once He does so, they are to continue from that point to progress. 

ILLUS:   In a small church graveyard at the foot of one of the great mountains of Switzerland, the body of a young Englishman, who was killed while making an attempted ascent, is buried.  On the tombstone, under the name and dates of his birth and death, are carved the words: “He died climbing.”  May something similar be said of us:  “He died pressing forth...”  “She died reaching forth...”  “He died running the race...”  “She died walking toward the goal...” Let’s not quit till we attain absolute Christlikeness!


B. Lock Step:  “same thing...”

1. Even though the believer has not attained the prize, has not apprehended fully the high calling ... he should keep the ground he has gained and should walk peaceably with others.

2. He should be steadfast, but not stubborn; serious but not sullen; unmoveable but not stationary; tender but not touchy;  generous, but not gullible; meek, but not weak and gentle, but not hyper-sensitive.

CONCL:  Why not just “GO FOR THE GOLD!”  Don’t settle for status-quo Christianity or

mediocre spirituality.  Nothing less than perfection should be our goal. We wouldn’t think much of an athlete who had a “no win” attitude, or failed to discipline himself to be at his peak when competing.  God doesn’t think much of a believer who isn’t running the race to be a winner either. 

 

“I’M IMPRESSED!”  or

“SOMEONE IS WATCHING - HOW ARE YOU WALKING?”

TEXT:  Phil. 3:17-19

THESIS:  To reveal that each of us has a responsibility to walk before others so that Christ will be
glorified and as a pattern for others to follow.

INTRO:  A.  “We’re writing a gospel - a chapter a day;  By how we live and the words that we say.  Each chapter contains the things that we do.  Say, what is that gospel according to you!”

B. We are all making an impression upon others.  The only question is, what kind of an impression?  “SOMEONE IS WATCHING - HOW ARE YOU WALKING?” Every Christian has a testimony - either good or bad.  What kind of testimony do you have?

TRANS:  In the text Paul speaks of his own testimony, which was positive and the testimony of others which was negative.  We are making or leaving an impression on others by the way we walk as a believer.  Is it spiritual or sensual?
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I.  THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL:  (SPIRITUAL)  v.17


A. His Impression:  

1. The word “example” in this verse comes from the Greek word “tapor” and meant an impression or mark.

ILLUS:  This was the word Thomas used when he said  “Except I shall see in this hands the print (impression) of the nails...I will not believe.”  John 20:25



2. Paul made an impression or made his mark in Philippi.




a. He now calls on the believers there to follow his example.




b. He called upon the “brethren” in the church to “be followers of me.”

ILLUS:   Would you dare to do this?  Could you do this?  If others did follow your example would it make them better Christians?  Will your husband or wife or children be better if they follow your example?  This should be our goal.

c. He calls upon them to follow in his footsteps: “walk so as ye have us for an example.”

d. “Walking” in the Bible implies one’s conduct and means several things:





1) The possession of life  (the dead do not walk).





2) The existence of activity (activity is essential to growth).

3) The realization of purpose (walking takes one from one place to another).





4) The arrival at a destination (our walk is ended upon arrival).

5) The pursuit of a goal (to walk [as to run in v.13,14] indicates pursuit of a goal, an
attempt to achieve or attain).



B. Those Impressed:  

1. He says to “mark them...” who so walk and use both himself and them as examples.

2. The word “mark” means to “take aim at” or to set them as your target to shoot for.

ILLUS:  It is obvious that Paul made a deep impression on some in the Philippian church and they were following his example.  Paul speaks of his example which left a positive impression in other passages of Scripture:

1 Thes. 1:6

6   And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 

1 Tim. 1:15-16

15   This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
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long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

1 Thes. 2:10 

10   Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: 

ILLUS: Paul’s testimony was all the more powerful because the Christians knew his back-ground and saw the remarkable changes in his life.  Three characteristics especially are noted which we would do well to emulate: holiness, equitableness (justly) and blameless.  “SOMEONE IS WATCHING - HOW ARE YOU WALKING?”

II. THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS:  (SENSUAL)  v.18,19

A. Their Impression:

1. Notice that it doesn’t read “enemies of Christ” but rather, “enemies of the CROSS of Christ.

2. Many people (then and now) have good things to say about Christ, but despise the cross.

ILLUS:  The cross speaks of a blood atonement which all the “good works” crowd despise.  The cross speaks of  “suffering reproach” for Christ and of being “outside the camp”.  This is a lonely, hard life where taking a stand with Him means loss of friends, prestige, power, fame and money!


The cross bearing life is rarely preached from even fundamental pulpits today.  The people have “itching ears” and want an easy gospel and a smoooooth cross, not the bloody one of Calvary.  They don’t want to hear about “sacrifice” they want comfort, ease and not com-mitment.



3. These people are within the church at Philippi.

QUOTE:  O. Greene  “In practically all churches there are 2 kinds of professing Christians.  There are always a few who take the Lord Jesus not only as Saviour, but who make Him Lord of their lives as well... But then, there are those who, like Demas, love “this present world.”  They take God’s second, third or fourth best instead of claiming and enjoying their spiritual birthright.  Paul exhorts the Philippian believers to ‘mark them,’ i.e., observe them, and do not follow their example; but rather, follow those who are dedicated, holy examples in the assembly.”

4. Paul says there were “many” who thus walked whom Paul regularly warned them about.

5. We know from his writings elsewhere he warned against the legalizers, but here, as we shall see, he is speaking of the libertines or sensualists.


B. The Wrong Impression:

1. “Whose end is destruction” - the word for “destruction” is also translated “perdition” and means a loss of well-being, not a loss of being!


2. “Whose god is their belly” - pandering to their fleshly pleasures.

ILLUS:  Some Christians find it difficult to get out to church, but invite them out to a party or 
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a restaurant and they are ready to go!  They are to “sick” to go to a service but invite them over to dinner and they will be there!  “Whose god is their belly!”  These folks manifest none of the fruit of the Spirit, can name more ball players, rock stars or TV idols than Apostles, know the top 10 books of the month or the to 10 hits on the pop or rock music chart, but don’t know the books of the Bible!  Spend hours in front of the idiot box (or computer) and only minutes in front of an open Bible.  Have no time to go soul-winning, but find time to go to the video store and rent movies 
that last for hours.  Can’t find time to pray but spend time on the phone gossiping!  This is the crowd Paul is talking about.  Every church has them.

QUOTE:  O.Greene  “Their religion never interferes with their pleasures, their home life, or their business endeavors.  They will happily stay away from prayer meeting on Wed. night to make another dollar, and some of them stay away from church on Sunday to clean house (or go fishing, play golf, etc.) when they should be in Sunday Sschool and worship.”

NOTE: Peter Ruckman finds another application here.  He says: “there is one religion on earth whose priests address a piece of bread as “My Lord and My God” (see any Missal) and then put it into their BELLY.” 

QUOTE:  L. Strauss:  “One look at our gorging, our garments, and our gadgets and a voice says:
‘These be thy gods...’  (Ex. 32:4)”

3. “Whose glory is in their shame” - they glory in the very things they should be ashamed of.

4.  “Who mind earthly things” - they set their sights on money, pleasure and things!

CONCL:  “I’M IMPRESSED!”  with Christians - either positively or negatively.  So is the Lord. 
We are some kind of testimony.  May it be the right kind.  “SOMEONE IS WATCHING – HOW ARE YOU WALKING?” 

“DRESSING UP DEAD BODIES”

TEXT: Philippians 3:20-21

THESIS:  To present the glorious truth of the believer’s glorification with Christ.

INTRO:   A. Drs. and scientists tell us that our bodies begin the death process at birth.  But in spite of that fact we spend a great deal of time “DRESSING UP (OUR) DEAD BODIES!”  Our teeth decay and fall out (and we buy dentures), our hair dies and falls out (and we buy toupees), our eyes fail (and we buy bifocals), our skin wrinkles and spots (and we buy makeup), our bodies sag (and be buy girdles - and clothes to hide the bulges andsags), our hearing goes (and we buy aids)... [I think I just described myself!].


B. When our bodies really die the undertakers are experts at “DRESSING UP (OUR) DEAD BODIES!”  They embalm them with fluids to restore the color of our skin, they apply make-up, style the hair, dress it attractively for a public presentation called a “viewing.”

ILLUS:   One firm: Florence Gowns, Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio advertises: “street wear-type garments and negligees” and “hostess gowns and brunch (!) coats.”  “Fit-A-Fut” or “Kozee” 
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slippers in patent, calf, tan or ox blood, with its “soft, cushioned soles and warm (!) luxurious slipper comfort (!), but true shoe smartness.”  Caskets feature Sealy (Posturpedic?) mattresses, Sea-Mist polished finishes, Supreme Cheney Velvet, magnificently quilted and shirred, etc.”  


C. But the Lord is the greatest expert in “DRESSING UP DEAD BODIES” AND He will do so one day for every believer with a new body which will never decay, wear out or die!  This is called the doctrine of glorification and Paul speaks of it in these 2 closing verses of ch.3...

I.  CONVERSATION: v.20a


A. Heavenly Citizenship:

NOTE: The word translated “conversation” here is the word from which we get our word politics and deals with citizenship in a country.

1. The Philippians were citizens of Rome and were expected to dress like Romans, conduct themselves like Romans and adhere to Roman laws.

2. The Philippian believers were not only citizens of Rome but were citizens of heaven and were to dress like Christians, conduct themselves like Christians and adhere to God’s laws. 

ILLUS:   We too are citizens of heaven: we were “born from above” -our names are inscribed in Heaven’s register - our lives are governed by heavenly principles -our rights are secured in heaven - our interests are to be fixed there - our prayers are addressed there - our homes are being built there - our departed loved ones are there - our hopes are centered there - our Savior is waiting there - and He will soon take us there!

II. EXPECTATION: v.20b


A. Heavenly Anticipation:

1. We are eagerly looking to heaven because Jesus is there and will soon return to take us there.

2. Believers are to be living in the future tense - we are heaven born and heaven bound!



3. There is tremendous energy in the present power of a future hope.

ILLUS:  Because Abraham looked for a city, he was content to live in a tent.  Because Moses looked for the rewards of heaven he was willing to forsake the treasures of earth.  Because Paul was longing to get back into the “3rd heaven” he did not own anything of value down here but a few books or parchments and did not worry about the inconveniences of earthly existence.


The “belly worshippers” (v.19) have their treasures here, their homes here and their loved
ones here - that’s why their “saviors” are Education, Science and Religion.  The end of the “belly worshippers” is destruction where they will be conformed to the image of their father the devil.


We will live forever in heaven and be conformed to the image of our Savior.

III. TRANSFORMATION: v.21a
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A. Heavenly Renovation;

NOTE: This verse introduces us to the wonderful doctrine of the glorification of the believer.  This is the consummation of our salvation.  When we were saved we were delivered from the punishment of sin, now we are being delivered from the power of sin and then we shall be delivered from the presence of sin.

Rom. 8:22-23

22   For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23   And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

1 John 2:2

2   And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 



1. We will be transformed from vile to victorious.

NOTE: The definition of the word “vile” is “morally base or evil; wicked; depraved; sinful; repulsive; disgusting.”  All the new “versions” run from such a horrible description of our present condition.  They rail on the KING JAMES BIBLE translators for such an inferior translation - as if they were superior in their scholarship, intellect, linguistic ability or spirituality!  They use words like “dying bodies,” “weak,” “humble,” “humiliation,” “lowly.”  (Insert quote from Grady’s “Final Authority” here - p.161)

It is as if our corruptible, degenerating humus and rotting flesh should be spoken of in more gentle terms than God says in His Word!  Flesh is nothing more than flesh and if you really want to find out how putrid it is, ask the nursing home worker who has to bathe, clean-up and care for flesh every day, or the nurse who deals withAIDS patients, or the skid row mission director or the drug and alcohol rehab worker or policeman or social worker or mortician or soul-winner! Flesh is VILE!



2. We will be changed from corrupt to glorified!

1 Cor. 15:51-53

51   Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52   In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53   For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

a.   We will finally and fully be transformed into the image of God’s dear Son.



b.   We will have a body that cannot corrupt, decay, rot or die!

c.   We will have a body in the prime of life (33 1/2 yrs old forever! Jack Benny was a few years off!)

d.   We will be able to travel faster than the speed of light (186,000 mp second)!

e. We will be able to eat and drink without worrying about digestion, assimilation, getting fat or elimination.



f.   We will have a flesh and bones body without blood.

g. We will be able to recognize any saved person, from any age, at sight without the aid of distinctive physical features.
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h.   We will have an immortal, deathless, eternal body of sinless perfection.

i.   We will have sexual identification; the Bible knows nothing of sexless or androgynous beings (angels are NOT sexless, they are males -as all spiritual beings - they simply do not marry in heaven!)

IV. SUBORDINATION: v.21b


A. Heavenly Control:

1 Cor. 15:26-28

26   The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

27   For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 

28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 



1. The heavenly pattern is “like unto His glorious body...”

2. The heavenly power is “according to the working (power) whereby He is able...”



3. The heavenly promise is “to subdue all things unto Himself...”

ILLUS: Finally the Lord’s Prayer will be answered: “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”


Take a look in the mirror.  What you see is a vile body, decaying, dying and depraved.  It needs a complete “makeover”!  When the Lord “DRESSES UP OUR DEAD BODY” it will finally
be what He intended it to be from Eden on!

POEM: “Our earthen vessels break, the world itself grows old,

But Christ our precious dust will take, and finally mold;

He’ll give these bodies vile, a fashion like His own.

He’ll bid the whole creation smile, and hush it’s doleful groan!”

CONCL:  Aren’t you glad we will not have to spend eternity in these vile bodies?   There is waiting for every believer a new body, like His, free from pain, disease, sin and death.  He will “DRESS UP THIS BODY”...what about yours?
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 “EQUAL YOKE - UNEVEN WALK”

TEXT: Philippians 4:1-4

THESIS: To show that even true believers can get out-of-fellowship with each other and that it is every believer’s responsibility to attempt to keep harmony within the church.

INTRO:  A. It is always proper and biblical to warn believers against unequal yokes; whether it be young people dating, adults marrying, businessmen going into partnerships or churches linking with other churches. 

ILLUS:  The “yoke” suggests two animals linked together for a common purpose; e.g., plowing.

Deut. 22:10   Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.  (Believers and unbelievers should never be linked together for a common purpose!)

B. The passage before us however shows that it is possible to be equally yoked but non-

The less not have unity or harmony.  Much harm comes from believers within a local church who are equally yoked but who have an uneven waLuke   
I.  REMINISCING:  (EQUAL YOKE)   v.1


A. Looking Back to Ch.3:  “Therefore...”

1. In the light of the “celestial citizenship” of 3:20,21 - the believers in Philippi were equally yoked.

2. Also due to the potential foes inside and outside the church at Philippi (3:18,19) it would be imperative for the members to maintain that harmony and unity.  


B. Looking Back to Former Friendships: 

1. First, knowing he must shortly address a touchy problem in the church, he addresses the church members as “my brethren...” acknowledging the family relationship.



2. Secondly, he calls them his “dearly beloved...” -those he had either won to Christ per-
sonally or whose growth in the Lord he was responsible for.  (repeated at end of vs.)

3. Next, he uses the term “longed for...” stressing how much he would like to reinstate his fellowship with them but obviously could not due to his imprisonment.

4. Then, he calls them his “joy and crown;” i.e. they were a source of rejoicing to him  while in prison and would be a part of his reward when he went home to be with the Lord.

ILLUS:  Paul expected a crown for his soul-winning!  Do YOU have a crown coming to you for souls you have won?  What a joy here - what a glory hereafter!

a. After Paul shares these positive words with his friends at Philippi he issues a command: “stand fast in the Lord...”  

b. He is about to rebuke those out of fellowship with each other and exhorts the church. 

ILLUS:  Often Christians allow personal friendships and emotional attachments or family 
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relations to affect their judgment within a local church.  Some will leave if others are rebuked or disciplined. Truth and sound doctrine and allegiance to God and His holy Word should be the criteria of our fellowship, not friendship, etc.

II. RECONCILING: (UNEVEN WALK)  v.2,3


A. Two Headstrong Ladies:  “Euodias...Syntyche...”

NOTE: Christian citizenship produces the equal yoke and it also should eliminate an uneven walk!

ILLUS:  Picture the Pastor of the church at Philippi announcing in a Sun. morning service that he had that week received a letter from former Pastor Paul - and imagine the shock when these two ladies heard their names read publicly!  (Imagine our shock at the Judgment Seat of Christ when our names are read before the assembled universe!)



1. Euodias means “one who has arrived...mature”



2. Syntyche means “pleasant acquaintance...good mixer”

ILLUS: Often at believer’s baptism people would discard their pagan names and take new names to describe their character now molded by Christ.  What would your name be?   “Cooperative, creative, humble, happy or grumbler, complainer, trouble-maker, nit-picker or - ?”  Both these ladies had positive qualities but had allowed some trifling thing to divide them.  Perhaps it was a difference of opinion over some trivial matter or something someone told them
someone said about them, or...Often the very quality that makes one a strong leader, also produces stubbornness.  These ladies were obviously very prominent in the church and had served the Lord well, but the devil had used something in them to bring division.


B. Two Ladies Out-Of-Harness:



1. They were no longer of “the same mind.”



2. They no longer demonstrated maturity.



3. They no longer had the unity of the Spirit.



4. They were no longer able to be a blessing to the local church or to the Lord.




a. Paul pleads with both of them: “I beseech... beseech...!”

b. Paul calls upon someone to help: “I entreat thee also, true yoke fellow, help those women which labored with me in the gospel...”

ILLUS:  Thank God for the peacemakers in the church!  This “true yoke fellow” was in harness With Paul and the Lord and might have been the Pastor of the church.  It had to be someone Paul could count on and who had some maturity and spirituality. Some take this passage as referring to the “office” of “deaconess” because of the statement that this lady had worked with Paul.  This is no more the case than Paul is saying they were his co-pastors or women preachers!  

c. Paul also refers to others in the church who worked with him: “fellow laborers.”

ILLUS: This coupled with the statement “whose names are in the book of like” implies that our celestial citizenship not only produces an equal yoke, but it should also make for an equal 
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walk and enable us to work and serve the Lord together.

III. REJOICING: (UNBOUNDED JOY)  v.4


A. The Context: Division

1. God’s people should be able to rise above circumstances and rejoice in spite of problems.

2. But they should also do all they can to work toward harmony and unity in the church to produce an atmosphere for rejoicing!

Hab. 3:17-18

17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 

18
  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 

  B. The Command: Rejoice



1. When? “always!



2. How?  “in the Lord!



3. Who?  YOU!

CONCL: It is possible in marriage, business or in the church family to be equally yoked but to walk unevenly.  This always reduces or removes the unbounded joy we should be experiencing in the Lord.
   If this is your situation, let’s get it reconciled today!  Silence can be sinful!  The Gospel is bigger than your petty feuds!

“DON’T WORRY- BE HAPPY - (in the Lord)!

TEXT: Philippians 4:5-7

THESIS:  To show that God’s people are not to be worry-warts, but to live in a trusting relationship with the Lord and to bring their burdens to Him.

INTRO:  A. In the Philippian church there were no serious doctrinal deviations, but there was some internal strife.  There were the carnal Christians (or lost church members!) and some internal strife.  Two “Sassy Sisters” had created some strife, and Paul had admonished the “Big-hearted
Brethren” in the church to put a lid on it and deal with the problems.

ILLUS:  If these are the “deaconesses” the neos and liberals make so much about, they sure are poor examples!  There are no “deaconesses” in the Bible!


B. Now Paul gives a general admonition to the church to not allow division and disunity to depress them or defeat them or to detour them from serving the Lord and reaching the lost.  He prescribes a simple formula: “DON’T WORRY - BE HAPPY (in the Lord)!”

I.  TEMPERANCE: v.5



A. Our Moderation: v.5a  
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1 Cor. 9:25-27

25   And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 

26   I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 

27   But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 



1. Christians are not to be given to excess in anything but spiritual activities!

ILLUS:  You can’t read your Bible too much (unless you are at home reading it when you should be at work or at church, etc.!).  You can’t pray too much, go soul-winning too often, etc. (unless you do these things at the expense of other priorities God gives you).



2. The world is always characterized by excess and extremes.

ILLUS:  Before he died M.R. DeHaan addressed the issue of extremes of dress and the new (at the time) unisex movement.  He used this story:  A man said to the person standing next to him at a bus stop: “That’s what’s wrong with the world.  Look at way that girl is dressed.  I thought she was a boy!”  The person addressed, answered “That happens to be my daughter!”  “I am so sorry,” the man apologized, “I didn’t know you were her father.”  “I’m not - I’m her mother!”


B. Our Reputation:  “known unto all men...”  v.5b

1. One of the best reasons to be temperate in all things has to do with our testimony as a child
of God!



2. The first part of the word “temperate” is temper - how’s yours?  When you lose it you are not temperate or moderate and you blow your testimony!

ILLUS:  Someone said that the concept of moderation includes grace or “being satisfied with less than our due - without blowing our stack!”  Christians need this teaching.  Ex. Business mtgs.  Abide by the church vote without getting your way and getting mad and leaving!


C. Our Motivation:  “The Lord is at hand”  v.5c

1. There are two views concerning this statement: 1) The Lord is nearby (within us)  2) The Lord may return at any time.

2. I believe that the latter is correct and that the Apostle Paul was teaching the imminency of Christ’s return to encourage clean and temperate living among God’s people.

II. TENSION: v.6a


A. Worthless Worry:

1. The word “careful” means to be full of care, or to be overly concerned or worried.



2. Someone said that worry is nothing more than unbelief in disguise.

QUOTE:  “What does your anxiety do?  It does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, but it does 
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empty today of its strength.  It does not make you escape the evil; it makes you unfit to cope 

With it when it comes.  God gives us the power to bear all the sorrow of His making, but He does
not guarantee to give us strength to bear the burdens of our own making such as worry induces.”

3. Too many of us sing “Why pray when you can worry” when Paul is telling us “Don’t
 worry about anything, but pray about everything.”
III. THANKSGIVING: v.6b


A. General Praying:  “prayer...”


B. Specific Praying:  “supplication...”


C. Detailed Praying: “requests..


D. Proper Praying: “with thanksgiving...”

1. We are quick to ask for future needs but slow to thank God for His past and present supply!

2. We need to be as ready to thank the Lord for denying our requests as we are for supplying them.

IV. TRANQUILLITY: v.7


A. God’s Peace: “the peace of God...”

1. When the believer is in the presence of God in prayer he is in the realm of perfect peace.



2. There is no peace outside of God.


B. Gaugeless Peace: “passeth understanding...”

1. The unsaved have no concept of the peace of the believer walking with the Lord.

2. There is no peace to the unsaved - they have no tranquillity in their lives and in this passage Paul wants the believers in Philippi to avoid the same situation by worrying.


C. Garrisoned Peace: “will keep your hearts and minds...”

1. The word “keep” here is a military term having to do with a guard watching over something important; in this case our hearts and minds.

ILLUS:  Dr. A.B. Richardson, superintendent of a mental hospital in Ohio was asked about those 
who “go crazy” because of “religion.”  He said “There are only 2 patients in our hospital whose condition has any relation to religion, and I think from their case histories that they probably would have become deranged on some other subject anyway.  Now if you ask me how many people in Ohio are kept from insanity by religion, I would answer, ‘A multitude!’  The good cheer, bright hopes, rich consolations, regular habits and glad songs of salvation are such an antidote for the causes of mental derangement that thousands of people have been 

-74-

preserved by it.  Except for the beneficial influence of Christianity, we would have to double 

the capacity of our hospitals in order to accommodate the mental patients.”



2. Praise the Lord for the “guards” He gives us to keep us sane in a crazy world!

CONCL: “DON’T WORRY - BE HAPPY (in the Lord)!”  God doesn’t want His children in mental hospitals due to worry, tension or stress.  He wants us to be continually praising and thanking Him for all His benefits and mercies and in a state of continual tranquillity realizing that He is able to meet all our needs.

“MIND CONTROL” or

“WHAT DO YOU THINK?”

TEXT: Philippians 4:8,9

THESIS:   To reveal the mind as Satan’s battleground and to show the Divine safeguards against alien invasion by Satan.

INTRO:  A. The mind must have something with which to occupy itself.  As nature hates a vacuum the mind cannot be “blank.”  It is always thinking about something.  The title “WHAT DO YOU THINK?”  is not a personal question emphasizing the word YOU,  but a personal question emphasizing the word THINK! The Bible states that “as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”  

ILLUS:  Someone said “There are 3 things which are the measure of a man or woman: what he does, what he says and what he thinks.  These 3 things are inseparable, for a person does what he thinks about, talks about what he does and thinks about what he loves.”  


B. Satan’s battleground (or playground) is our mind.  Satan’s battle plan is to get us to think wrong thoughts.   Paul knew that Satan may lose a heart to Christ yet retain the mind so he introduces us to the Lord’s battle plan: “think on these things...” Paul knew that when a person comes to Christ the fight with God is over, but the fight with Satan is not.  “Think...” Paul knew that the disciplined mind of a believer is the most effective weapon against the devil.  “Think...” Paul knew that to drive out negative, impure thoughts, the mind would have to be occupied with thoughts which were clean, orderly, positive and pure...

I.  MEDITATION:   v.8  “...think on these things...”


A. The True:  (As Opposed to The False)

ILLUS: Paul introduces his readers to “The Power of Positive Thinking.”   But unlike Peale, Shuller, et.al., this thinking does not deal with a raise in salary, advancement on the job, gaining friends, selling your personality or attaining your goals.  Instead it has to do with street preaching, getting thrown in jail and finally getting your head cut off!  Present day “Christianity” is so far removed from the real thing as to be impossible of comparison.

1. “Whatsoever things are true” deals with God’s Word which is truth and God’s Son Who is Truth.  “Thy Word is truth,”  “Thy Word is true from the beginning,” “I am the...Truth...”
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2. All other “sacred writings” are false!  The Koran, Bhagavad Gita, The Book of Mormon, Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Watchtower and Tract Society, et.al.

3. All other “Saviors” are false!  Mohammed, Buddha, Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Ellen G. White, Judge Rutherford, Mayitrea (New Age), et.al.

ILLUS:  Start the day with the “things (that) are true” - God’s Word and it will keep you from getting mixed up with things that are false.  Begin your day with God’s Word in devotions and with God’s Son in prayer for guidance.


B. The Honest: (As Opposed To Lies)

2 Cor. 11:3 

3   But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

Col.  2:8

8   Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

1. We need to beware the lies of psychology and philosophy and focus on the truth.

QUOTE:  B. Pollard  “It is essential to recognize that the BIBLE and PSYCHOLOGY represent two contradictory views of God, man, sin, the Bible and eternity.  This makes it impossible to reconcile or combine the two as is being attempted in so called ‘Christian Psychology.’  Regardless of the sincerity of the people in these fields, they literally become the ‘High Priests’ of Humanism.”

2. We need to think honest thoughts, not have our minds twisted into the convolutions of the
unsaved.

3. We need to avoid dishonesty in every and any area: business, family, church, personal, etc.


C. The Just: (As Opposed To Unjust)



1. This has to do with the judgments of God which are always fair and impartial.



2. To be Christ like we need to be fair and impartial in our dealings with others.

James 2:2-4

2   For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there    come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 

3   And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 

4   Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 


D. The Pure: (As Opposed To Impure)

1. We are constantly bombarded with impure thoughts thru the media -we need to replace those impurities with pure thoughts : God’s Word is pure, the Holy Ghost is Pure, God is pure, and the “wisdom that is from above is 
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pure...”

2. We cannot avoid impure and evil thoughts, subtle temptations, etc. from knocking at the door of our mind, but we can keep them from coming in to abide and be comfortable.


E. The Lovely: (As Opposed To the Ugly)



1. Everything God has created is lovely and deserving of our love.



2. Everything man touches - he taints and makes ugly that which was lovely.

ILLUS: God created drugs for man’s benefit -man abuses them and makes them ugly. God created God created wine as a blessing - man abused it so God forbids its use by His children.  God created sex -man makes it dirty. (Read Song of Solomon for a lovely portrayal of sexual attraction)


F. The Good Report: (As Opposed To Criticism, Gossip, etc.)

ILLUS: Pastor Charlie Clark used the illus. of an eagle and a vulture.  Both have excellent vision, but the vulture is constantly looking for dead things.  Cf. Mark 14:3,4 with 6-9;  Luke 15:20-24 with 25-28.

TRANS: What we need is “MIND CONTROL”!   Paul apparently had it, so after speaking about the mind and Meditation, he now speaks about actions and Imitation...

II. IMITATION: v.9 “do...”


A. Living Surpasses Learning:



1. It is not enough to know right or even to think right, we need to do right!

2. Facts in the head are not enough, we also need truths in the heart and actions that follow.



3. Paul was a “positive role model” for all believers:

a. He reminds them that they had personally benefited from his teaching and observation and now they were responsible to mimic or imitate his life style!




b. What a powerful teacher Paul was - not only by lips, but by his life!


B. Practice Outshines Preaching:



1. Paul not only preached it, he lived it.

ILLUS: Last week I preached on “Don’t Worry - Be Happy” and every time I would fret about something my wife would remind me of what I preached!  It’s terrible to have a wife who listens to your preaching!

2. Paul has spoken about the “peace of God” in v.7 now in v.9 he speaks of the “God of peace” you can’t have the former without the latter!

CONCL:  Well - “WHAT DO YOU THINK?”  Is it in line with Paul’s admonition here?  Right 
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thinking produces right living.  “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he...”

“HOW TO BE A CONTENTED CHRISTIAN”  or

(ARE YOU A THERMOMETER OR A THERMOSTAT?”)

TEXT: Philippians 4:10-13

THESIS:  To show the source of Paul’s contentment and strength was his position “in Christ.”

INTRO:  A. The secret of “HOW TO BE A CONTENTED CHRISTIAN” is found in the life of

the Apostle Paul who declared, while in prison and suffering depravation and hardship, “...I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (v.11) Paul found peace and contentment in trusting and serving the Lord.  His contentment was not complacency nor was it a false peace based on ignorance.  It was not escape from hardship, but peace and confidence within the hardship.  It deals with resources within, regardless of the circumstances without.


B. Paul didn’t always have this contentment from the moment of his conversion, it was

something he had “learned.”  That means we can learn it too!  Paul had “learned” to be content without friends, fame, fortune, family or even a promise of a future (on earth).  

ILLUS:  The Pastor and deacons were discussing possible candidates for the office of deacon.  One deacon said “the trouble with Jim is that he’s a thermometer and not a thermostat!”  The deacon explained: “A thermometer doesn’t change anything around it - it just registers the temperature.  It’s always going up and down.  But a thermostat regulates the surroundings and changes them when they need to be changed.  Jim is a thermometer - he lacks the power to change things.  Instead, they change him.”  The Apostle Paul was a thermostat...he was not the victim of circumstances, but the victor over circumstances.  He didn’t have to be pampered to have contentment,
but he found his contentment in the inner resources given by Christ.  “ARE YOU A THERMOMETER OR A THERMOSTAT?”

I.  REJOICING: v.10


A. Content Whether Neglected Or Helped:   (Independent of Friends)



1. Paul is here thanking the Philippian church for their love-gift.

NOTE: The term “flourished again” carries the idea of a plant which had withered and is now blooming once again.

2. Paul’s thanks reveals more concern for the givers than for himself as the recipient.




a. He realized that this would mean blessing to them as well as to him.




b. He realized that this would renew their interest in his ministry.

2. Paul states that he is aware that lack of opportunity, not neglect, was back of their delay.
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ILLUS:  Paul’s rejoicing was independent of their gifts.  He rejoiced before they gave, when they gave and would rejoice if they stopped giving.  He had a Savior who gave Him all He needed.  Like 
David: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want...”

II.  RESTING: v.11


A. Content In Good Times and Bad:  (Independent of ‘Fate’)



1. Luxury, lack or luck played no part in Paul’s contentment.

2. From the human standpoint Paul’s life at this time was a wilderness of want...he was cold,
imprisoned, hungry, with few friends and little of this world’s amenities.

3. It was Paul who wrote in I Tim. 6:8 “And having food and raiment let us be there with content.”

NOTE: Our Savior warned: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things he possesseth.”  Luke 12:15  The writer of Hebrews (13:5) reminds us: “...be content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  The Lord is supposed to be the One Who gives us contentment, not things!  We don’t always have things, but we always have Him!  Paul’s satisfaction was not because of his present conditions but because of the presence of Christ.


Paul had “learned” to be satisfied or contented.  He had tried the Lord and found that He was always sufficient for all his needs!  You too can learn this!

III. REFLECTING: v.12


A. Content Whether Humbled Or Exalted: (Independent of Fame)



1. The word “abased” means made low or humiliated.

2. Paul had gone from a famous, wealthy, admired and respected Jewish religious leader to a despised, rejected, poor prisoner.

3. But when he was famous and comfortable He didn’t have Christ.  (“abound...”)



4. Now he had lost his fame and luxuries but He had Christ.


B. Content Whether Empty Or Full: (Independent of Famine)

1. Surely when his stomach was growling with hunger Satan reminded him of how he used to have plenty.

2. The devil would have reminded him of his former position within the Pharisees and the Sanhedrin, his former friends, respect and power.


C. Content With Little Or Much:  (Independent of Fortune)



1. The word “abound” means to have plenty or more than enough.

2. Paul had been in both worlds: the land of plenty and the land of suffering need and because of close fellowship withthe Lord he could be content in either world.

ILLUS:  Someone suggested that “in order to carry a full cup one must have a steady hand.”  Often believers find it easier to walk with the Lord in want than in prosperity.  We need to 
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learn to be happy in either state.

IV. RECEIVING: v.13


A. Content With Christ’s Provision:  (Dependent Upon Christ)



1. An unswerving conviction:  “I can do all things...”




a. Paul is stating his independence of friends, fate, famine or fortune.

b. He can be independent of circumstances but he cannot be independent of Christ.

c. He is not boasting in the flesh here, he has long since given up on his flesh, like every believer he has found by experience that defeat comes in trusting in the flesh.



2. An unshakable condition: “through Christ...”

1. His strength is not His it comes from the unseen Resource he found in Christ.

ILLUS:  All of nature depends on hidden resources.  The most important part of a tree is the part you cannot see, the root system.  The most important part of the Christian’s life is the part that only God can see.  Our strength comes from Him, deep within.  We need to be building a support system NOW so that when the trials, testings, and tears come (and they will) we can handle them “through Christ.”

2. Too often, unlike Paul, we are not content because we attempt to handle circumstances in our strength, not Christ’s.

ILLUS:  Like the little boy trying to lift a heavy stone.  He pushed, shoved and struggled and couldn’t get the boulder to move.  Just as he was giving up his dad said: “Son, are you using all your 
strength?”  “Sure am” he answered.  “No you aren’t,” the father responded.  “I’ve been standing here all the time and you haven’t asked ME for help.”


We are not using all our strength unless we are drawing upon the power of the indwelling Christ!  Jesus said: “Without Me, ye can do nothing!”

C0NCL:  Being a contented Christian is something we can learn, just like Paul.  Let’s not just react to circumstances like a thermometer, but do something about them like a thermostat!  Christ should not just be our “Soul-sufficiency” but our “Sole-sufficiency!”  “I can do all things, through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

“HOW TO BE RICH”

TEXT: Philippians 4:14-19

THESIS:  To show that God’s blessings will be abundant on the liberal giver.

INTRO:  A. For me to preach a message on “HOW TO BE RICH” may seem analogous to asking your bald-headed barber how to keep from losing your hair!  However, from the spiritual standpoint I am rich!  Abundantly rich!  Exceedingly rich!  And today I am going to 
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let you in on the secret of “HOW TO BE RICH” as a Christian and as a church.


B. Paul had stated his satisfaction and strength in the midst of extreme hardship, but he now tells the Philippian church that although he is content and independent of circumstances, they have done well to send their love-gifts to him and that this act of love will make them rich indeed...

I.  A GIVING CHURCH: v.14-18

A. Their Sacrifice Recorded:  

1. By sharing their substance they are forever recorded in God’s Word!  (wealth for the ages!)

a. God takes note of those who are unselfish (Jesus still stands “over by the treasury”).




b. God inspired Paul to make mention of this liberal church.

ILLUS: I wonder what God has written about you in regard to your giving?  Or about this church’ giving?   Note: the Philippian church was not a rich church, but they shared what little they had
to meet the needs of the Apostle.  


The giant redwood trees of California have shallow roots and yet are very strong.  The secret of their strength lies in the fact that each tree is connected to the others by an intricate root system.  The roots of one tree reach out to the other trees and they form a network of strength.  So too, Christians who are not rich individually can form a network of strength to have a strong church by pooling their resources and reaching out to others.



2. By sharing their resources they shared in Paul’s affliction.  v.14

a. Paul singles out this church as having the “gift of giving (“communicate”).”

b. Paul refused to accept gifts from the wealthier but carnal Corinthian church.

c. Paul was “hurting” and in prison and by sending their gifts they eased his burden.



3. By sharing their gifts they shared in the spread of the Gospel.  v.15

a. Paul acknowledges the church rather than the individual. “no church...”

ILLUS: This passage speaks against those who will not give thru the voted-on budget, but want special recognition thru by-passing the church and it’s program.

b. Paul states that their giving spirit was evident from the beginning.  v.15a

c. Paul reveals that their giving enabled his missionary activity to continue; it takes money to get the Message out! 



4. By sharing their money they were revealing their strength.  v.16
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a. Their support for Paul was an ongoing ministry.  “once and again...”

b. This church alone stood with him in the area of support for his 

missionary activity.  “ye only...”  v.15b

ILLUS: Here is an interesting, but unfortunately, not unusual fact.  The Thessalonian church was far wealthier than the Philippian church, but Paul received more support from the Philippians than from the Thessalonians.


About 1490, 2 friends, Albrecht Durer and Franz Knigstein were struggling to become artists, but they were poor, so they decided that one would work while the other pursued artistic
training.  They cast lots and Durer won.  When Durer returned years later he learned of the tremendous price his friend had paid.  Hard manual labor had caused the slender, sensitive fingers of his friend to become stiff and twisted.  They would never be able to paint.  One day he found Franz kneeling , his gnarled hands folded in prayer for his friend.  Quickly Durer sketched that scene, and from it produced his masterpiece, “The Praying Hands.”  The world is richer because of Albrecht Durer’s painting, but much credit must go to his faithful, little known, friend.  


Their are many loyal wives, husbands, and churches who, behind the scenes, often at great sacrifice give of their time, talent, work and money that God’s work may grow and be-come great whose names will never be known till the Judgment Seat of Christ!


B. Their Sacrifice Received: v.17,18



1. Spiritually speaking, he was content, and had no need of their gifts.

2. Physically speaking, anything they sent could improve his comfort and supply his needs.

3. He received their gifts but was more interested in them receiving God’s blessings.

ILLUS: Paul begins using technical, banker’s language here.  Not that he is keeping records, but he knew the Lord was.  His theme here is: “GIVE TO GET RICH!”  (“fruit that may abound to your account...”)



4. Their gift was an abundant one.  v.18a   “...all...abound...full...”

5. Their gift was one that God was pleased with: “an odor of a sweet smell”  v.18b

ILLUS: With this language Paul invests their giving with all the sacredness of a Levitical sacrifice.  In fact, a gift to a NEW TESTAMENT preacher or Pastor seems to “have been regarded as an offering to God.”- Kenneth Wuest

II.  A GREAT CHURCH: v.19

NOTE: Any “great church” is a giving church.  The same is true of a “great Christian!”


A. Their Sacrifice Rewarded: v.19

1. The Source:  “My God shall supply...”

a. He who made Paul rich can make every Christian rich and every church rich, but it will only be in proportion to their sacrificial spirit of giving.
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b. God’s treatment of the Philippian saints will correspond to their 

treatment of Paul, God’s servant.

c. In fact, the word “supply” is the same Greek word translated “I am full” in v.18 and means “to cram full” or “to fully furnish.”

ILLUS:  If you want to be “rich” or to have God “supply all your need” then you must be willing to do whatever is in your power to supply the need He has in the ministry by taking good care of His servants.



2. The Need:  “all your need...”




a. Not your greed, but your need!

b. Because we are human, we all have needs, but our primary needs are spiritual.

ILLUS:   If you NEED a revival, God will give you one.  If you NEED to pay your bills, God will supply the money.  If you NEED to be healed, God will heal you.  If you NEED to go home to heaven, you will drop dead in your tracks. If you NEED to be sick, no healer anywhere can pray you well!  If you NEED pain, trials, tears, sickness, sorrow, - God will send it!


When children are 2 or 3 years old, they say “Mommy, I WANT some ice cream.”  But somewhere between 3 and 5 they learn to “revise the original” and say “Mommy, I NEED some ice cream!”  A lot of Christians try this line when dealing with our Heavenly Father, don’t we?- Ruckman



3. The Means: “His riches in glory...”




a. God’s wealth is the measure of our supply - unlimited.




b. God’s wealth “in glory” is our limitless source.  

ILLUS: All the starry expanse of the heavens, and more, are His riches.  All the Kingdoms of the earth are His ultimate possession.  When your NEED is recognized it will be met according to this vast wealth and according to your sacrificial spirit.  THIS is “HOW TO BE RICH!”  We don’t give to get, but we don’t get unless we give!



4. The Medium:  “by Christ Jesus...”




a. The greatest wealth God has is His Son.




b. He mediates His wealth thru His Son.  

CONC: Thus, speaking to the subject “HOW TO BE RICH,” God, thru Paul, says you must

be  “in Christ” and you must have this sacrifice.

“A FOND FAREWELL”

TEXT: Philippians 4:20-23

THESIS:  To stress the unity of believers as presented at the conclusion of Philippians.

INTRO:  A. Paul is coming to the end of his epistle to the Philippians as well as to the end of his life.  He closes the epistle with “A FOND FAREWELL” to the believers at Philippi, whom 
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it is likely, he will never see again on earth.  After penning this powerful epistle of proper 

doctrine, he closes with this poignant paean of praise.


B. Paul is concerned with 2 things: honoring God and bringing glory to Him and expressing love to those he had won to Christ and others who were added to the church at Philippi later.

I.  THE DOXOLOGY:  (GLORY)  v.20


A. Concluding With Praise:

1. Paul has dealt with doctrine, has rebuked those in the church who needed it, has encouraged the saints, but now wants to give God all the glory and praise.

NOTE: It is interesting that the word “sin” does not occur in this epistle of joy.



2. The “my God” of v.19 has become “our Father” in v.20.




a. When we are in the same family, we have the same Father.

ILLUS:  The believer’s “Father” is not the “Holy Father” of the Church of Rome.  In fact, the ‘Jesus’ of Catholicism is not the Jesus of the Bible.  (see attached article from ‘O Timothy’)

b. Our “God and our Father” is the Creator God and the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Father of every “son of God.”

ILLUS:  Members of the same family may differ in details, but we are all united around the praise and worship of our Heavenly Father.

c. Paul’s epistle is heavy on doctrine, but doctrine without praise is dead orthodoxy.




d. Praise without doctrine is only an aesthetic experience.

II.  THE SALUTATION: (GREETINGS)  v.21-22


A.  A Salute To All The Saints:  (“in Christ”)  v.21

1. Paul does not approve nor cooperate with nor even salute those outside the faith.

ILLUS: It is fashionable in “neo-evangelical” circles to welcome and recognize as brethren even those holding obvious heretical beliefs.  Dr. James Dobson of “Focus on the Family” fame said that Pope John Paul II is “the most eminent religious leader who names the name of Jesus Christ.”!  Dobson (and/or his staff) have promoted New Agers, including Mother Teresa as a genuine Christian.  While she seems to be doing a good work in some areas, she is by no means a genuine believer.  She does not believe in being born again and “considers Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and other religions to be acceptable ways to God...”!

2. Paul’s heart of compassion does not blind him to the fundamental fact of family fellowship and thus he excludes the unbeliever from this exhortation.

 
3.  Paul knows the only kind of “saints” and “brethren” in the Bible are those “in 

Christ Jesus.”                                          -84-

ILLUS:  Study the sermons and exhortations in the NEW TESTAMENT and with the exception of Acts, evangelism  is always the INDIRECT result.  The object is always strength for the believer.  Soul-winning is carried on outside the church services!  The church at Philippi is a prime example.  It began thru personal evangelism but was then properly instructed in keeping with the Great Commission.


A.  A Salute From The Brethren At Rome:   v.21b,22

1. This salutation included Timothy...the “like-minded” one and those “with me.”

2. It included Epaphroditus who had returned with the Philippian church’s gifts to Paul.

3. It included the saints in “Caesar’s household.”




a. Here is an allusion to the personal converts of Paul.  cf. 1:13




b. Paul’s prison had become a powerful pulpit for preaching Christ.




b. Paul did not let personal adversity thwart his soul-winning efforts.

ILLUS:  This passage shows how determination, coupled with consecration, adds up to victory

for the serious-minded Christian.  Some use every little problem to serve as an excuse, whereas the sold-out saint seeks for ways and means to serve the Savior.

III. THE BENEDICTION: (GRACE)  v.23

A. This Letter Begins and Ends With “Grace”:  cf.1:2

1. It is God’s grace which transforms the naturally sinful into the likeness of Christ the Sinless.     

2. It is God’s grace that these believers would need to face the terrible persecutions ahead of them.



3. It is God’s grace that begins and ends the believer’s life in Christ.


B. This Letter Begins and Ends With A Prayer: cf.1:3-5

CONCL:  Paul thus bids “A FOND FAREWELL” to his beloved saints in Philippi.  The old man, Paul, lays aside his pen as he prepares to offer his life a sacrifice for His Lord...but not until he writes this, one of his greatest epistles.  To the very end, Paul didn’t concern himself with his own needs as much as the needs of the saints he had personally won to Christ and the churches he personally founded.  Paul left earth and his ministry with class!  Not complaining and murmuring about how little he had, but praising God for what he was able to give up for God’s glory and for how he was so wonderfully used by God.  How will YOU leave planet earth?   Christ’s answer to the “rich” young ruler was “sell all you have and follow Me...” This is the path of true riches!   The answer to the question “HOW TO BE RICH?” is a 4 letter word - “GIVE!” 
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1 CHAPTER ONE:

A.  A CHURCH'S CONCEPTION:  (A WEALTHY WOMAN WORSHIPPER)

1. Vision:  v.9,10

    

2. Visitation:  v.13,14

3. Victory:  v.14,15

B. A CHURCH'S LABOR PAINS:  (A TRUTH-TELLING, DEMON-POSSESSED, WOMAN PREACHER)

1. Violence:  v.16-24

    

2. Vindication:  v.25-34

C. A CHURCH'S BIRTH: (A PASTOR, DEACONS AND PEOPLE)  Phil. 1:1

1. Validation:

2. Viability:

D.  THE SERVANTS:  V.1

1. Paul the Apostle:



2. Timothy the Protege:

E.  THE SAINTS:



1. A Devoted Woman: 



2. A Demon-Possessed Fortune Teller:

3. A Desperate Jailer:



4. A Dedicated Congregation:



5. A Designated  Group:  “bishops and deacons...”

F. THE SALUTATION:  V.2



1. Two- Fold Salute:



2. Two-Fold Source:

G.  PRAISE:  V.3  Thanksgiving = Gratitude

1. Paul never forgot to say thanks!



2. He was a praiser not a complainer:




a. He remembered his converts.




b. He praised the Lord for his converts.

H.  PRAYER: V.4  Prayer = Petition



1. Consistent prayer: “always”



2. Constant prayer: “every”



3. Cheerful prayer: “joy”

I.  PARTICIPATION: V.5  Fellowship = Participation

1. Here was a church that got started right and stayed right!

2. Here is a church that was not ashamed of its founder who was in prison, but participated in his ministry on an ongoing basis:




a. They believed what he had preached to them.





b. They passed on what he had preached to them.

c. They supported what he had preached to them, financially as well as in prayer.

d. They supported him before his enemies as to what he had preached to them.

e. They prayed for the continued success of what he had preached to them.

3. There was no conflict nor confusion between Paul and this church, only a continuation as a participation in the fellowship of the Gospel.

J.   PERSEVERENCE:  V.6   Salvation = Progressive



1. Conversion is instantaneous:




a. People may grow in the Lord, but cannot grow into the Lord.




b. The new birth is an event, not a process.



2. Salvation is progressive:




c. Regeneration in only stage one.






d. Sanctification is stage two.





e. Glorification is stage three.

K.  COMMUNION IN SYMPATHY:   “...in my heart”



1. They Occupied His Thoughts:  v.3



2. They Filled His Heart:  

a. The word “heart” included the mind, emotions and will.

b.  It is not mere sentimentality, but an abiding sensitivity towards his friends at Philippi.



3. They Inspired His Courage :

L  COMMUNION IN SUFFERING:   “...in my bonds”   Sympathetic Suffering:

1. The saints at Philippi were not only brothers and sisters in Christ to Paul but had an abiding personal interest in his welfare and a financial interest in his ministry.

2. They were not ashamed of him due to his imprisonment, but rather openly identified with him.

M.  COMMUNION IN MINISTRY:   “...in the defense and confirmation of the gospel”



1. Paul’s Trial:



2. Opportunity Not Defeat:

a. Paul saw his imprisonment as an opportunity to spread the Gospel.  v.12,13

b. Everything is relative; i.e., it depends on how you see your circumstances.

N. COMMUNION IN GRACE:   “...partakers of my grace” Grace Makes Communion Possible:

1. Unless you have experienced salvation in Christ there is no fellowship or agreement possible among professed believers.

2. But when saving grace is a common experience then common benefits and blessings are a reality.

O.  COMMUNION IN LOVE:  “...bowels”  A Lingering Longing:

1. Paul remembered fondly these precious fellow believers and longed for their fellowship.

2. He had spiritual communion with them, but he would have enjoyed their physical fellowship.

P.  A  PERCEPTIVE LOVE:  V.9



1. A Love Based Upon Knowledge:



2. A Love That Exercises Judgment:



a. The ability to distinguish is a mark of maturity.

b. Paul is praying that the Philippians love will grow and mature into a knowledgeable and discerning love.

Q. A PROPER DISCERNMENT:   V.10 



1. Sincerity:



2. Sensitivity:

R. A PRODUCTIVE FRUITFULNESS:  V.11



1. Spectrum:  “fruits”



2. Source:  “which are by Jesus Christ...”

S.  INCREASED COMMUNICATION:  “...the furtherance of the Gospel”



1. Selflessness:  “...the things which happened to me”



2. Usefulness:  “...furtherance of the Gospel”

T.  INCREASED CONTACT:  “...in all the palace”



1. Chains of Opportunity:



2. Bonds of Blessing:

U.  INCREASED COURAGE:   “...waxing confident”



1. The Power Of Example:



2. The Challenge Of Chains:

V.  ONE MESSAGE:  “Preach Christ...” v.15,v.16 (v.17), v.18



1. The Priority: Preaching



2. The Person: Christ

W.  TWO MOTIVES:  



1. The Good Group: Proper Motive  v.15,17



2. The Bad Group: Improper Motive   v.15,16

X.  ONE MISSION:  Rejoicing In Truth:

1. Paul obviously rejected the improper motives, but rejoiced in the truth of the message.

2. Note that all of these “preachers” preached Christ; that was Paul’s criteria for rejoicing, nothing less.

3. This is not proof text for tearing down walls of biblical separation and starting some type of ecumenical evangelistic endeavor!

4. Paul was in a “win-win” situation because he was the reason the Gospel was being preached.

Y.  PAUL’S OPTIMISM:  v.19



1. Salvation:  

2. Supplication:  “through your prayer...”

3. Supply:  “...the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”

Z.  PAUL’S AMBITION:  v.20



1. To Be Bold:



2. To Be A Blessing:




a. The value of magnifying Christ:




b. The vehicle for magnifying Christ:  “...in my body”

AA.  DECLARATION:  v.21



1. Life: Gain For Christ



2. Death: Gain For Paul

AB. DILEMMA:   v. 22-24



1. His Desire: “to depart...”  v.24




a. Paul preferred (“desire”) death (not the act of dying).




b. Paul was programmed for departure.

c. The words “far better” mean “better beyond all expression” i.e., beyond words to describe.



2. His Duty:  v. 22,24

a. Paul was willing to postpone going to heaven to help the believers down here.




b. Paul had responsibilities down on earth which were pressing upon him.  

AC. DEDICATION:   v. 24  Others Before Self:

AD. DESTINY:  v.25-26



1. Confidence:  v.25




a. Did Paul receive a special revelation about the solution to his dilemma?

b. His life would be more advantageous to others (his death more so to himself).



2. Comfort:  v.26




a. How does your presence affect others?  Do they rejoice or run?




b. The secret is to minister to them...then rejoicing is the natural result.

AE.  LIVE RIGHT!  v. 27a



1. Conversation: 



2. Citizenship: 

a. The word “conversation” also has political connotations and is related to our word for citizenship.

b. Believers need to live like heavenly citizens and never be a disgrace to God’s grace.



3. Conduct:  “as it becometh Christ...”




a. We speak of a garment “becoming” someone.

b. The believer is to put on Christ and so “wear” Him that others will be impressed.

AF.  STAND FAST!  v.27b,28



1. Courage:  “stand fast...”



2. Cooperation:  “in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith...”



3. Confidence:  “in nothing terrified...”

AG. SUFFER WELL!  v.29,30



1. Suffering Proves Sonship:  




a. Suffering is the price for living right and standing fast!




b. Suffering is not a condition for sonship, but a result.



2. Suffering Is A Gift:



3. Suffering Is Common:  v.30




a. Paul reminds them that they are not alone.

b. He has already reminded them of the benefits and blessings of his sufferings and how the Gospel was furthered as a result of what he suffered.

11  CHAPTER TWO

A.  BONDS OF UNITY:  V.1



1. Consolation:




a. The whole concept being presented is that of humility and unity.

b. Paul has experienced the “consolation in Christ” and desires that the Philippians do so also.



2. Comfort:

a. Christ’s love should be a motivating factor and our love for one another.

b. This love should produce harmony, unity and peace within the local church.



3. Communion:  “fellowship of the Spirit...”

a. If believers are all partakers of the Holy Spirit surely He will want us to fellowship with Him and with one another without strife.

b. His influence ought to guide and direct our thinking so that unity will be the end result.



4. Compassion:  “bowels and mercies...”

a. Paul seems to be saying that “if you really care for me and feel for me in my present difficult circumstances, then show this by getting along together and by putting one another’s interests ahead of your own.”

b. Sometimes it seems that we have more compassion on the lost than we do on each other.

B.  BASIS FOR UNITY:  V.2-5




1. A Unified Mind:  “likeminded...”




a. This is unity not uniformity.

b. Paul doesn’t expect everyone to dress alike, sublimate their personalities, their preferences, their tastes, etc., but to be “like-minded” in doctrine and not allow personal differences to spoil their unity in Christ.



2. A Submissive Mind:  “one mind...”

a. This “one mind” is simply being of “one accord” regarding the things of the Lord.




b. This concept no doubt embraces “the faith” spoken of in 1:27.

c. It may even mean the putting aside of personal preferences for the sake of others.



3. An Unselfish Mind:  “lowliness of mind...”

a. This verse specifically defines the concept of “lowliness of mind” by bringing in the concepts of “strife and vainglory...”

b. If we truly wish to eliminate CIVIL WARS IN THE LOCAL CHURCH here is a good place to start.  




c. We need to “esteem others better than ourselves...”



4. A Christlike Mind:  “this mind...”

a. Here is the “bottom line” in “AVOIDING CIVIL WAR IN THE LOCAL CHURCH.”

b. If we could and would only cultivate His Mind, His thinking into our local church and into our personal lives, all strife would immediately cease.

C.  THE SOVEREIGN SON: (THE PREINCARNATE CHRIST)



1. He Was God:

a. “Being” means to exist and describes a person’s unchanging essential nature and denotes
Christ’s prior existence before He became a man.

b. The word “form” suggests a body and Christ is “God’s Body” but figuratively the word speaks of His essence.

c. The Son of God possessed the essential nature and character of Deity; whatever it takes to be God Jesus had it.




d. He was not merely like God, He was God!



2. He Had The Attributes Of God:

a. The statement that Christ was “equal with God” means that He was not in any way inferior to the Father. 

b. All the characteristics the Father had, the Son shared equally; His Sonship in no way made Him “less God.”



3. He Was /Is Eternal:

a. Again the term “being” implies prior existence, i.e., prior to the conception and birth of Jesus.

b. The concept of  “robbery” here suggests that Christ does not consider that He is robbing God of anything or diminishing Him in any way by claiming equality and thus eternality.

D. THE SUBMISSIVE SERVANT: (THE INCARNATE CHRIST)



1. He Became Man:  v. 7



2. He Became The Obedient Servant:  “the form of a servant...”

E. THE SUFFERING SAVIOR: (THE OBEDIENT CHRIST)  He Obeyed The Father:  v.7b

1.   A TRANSCENDENTAL NAME:   “...above every name”  v.9




a. The Name Is “Jesus”:





1. It is the name He took as “the Son of man.”

2. It is the name that characterized Him in His humiliation and it will be that name that will elicit the praise of every creature in His exaltation.




b. Jesus Is Lord:

F. A MORALLY CONQUERING NAME:   “every knee shall bow...”  v.10



1. His Holiness:



2. His Highness:

G. A GOD GLORIFYING NAME:  “every tongue should confess...”  v.11



1. Confess Now - Receive Salvation:



2. Confess Then - Receive Condemnation:

H.  WORKING OUT:  v.12



1. Not Working For:



2. Not Working Up:

I. LIVING OUT:  v.13


 
1. God’s Work: 



2. God’s Will:



3. God’s Good Pleasure:

J. HELPING OUT:  v.14



1. Accentuate the Positive: (v.12-13)



2. Eliminate the Negative:  (v.14)

K. REACHING OUT:  v.15-16



1. Shining Forth: (Works before words)



2. Holding Forth:  (Words after works)

L.  JOY AT THE JUDGMENT:  v.16



1. For the Preacher:  



2. For the People:  

M. JOY AT MARTYRDOM:  v.17



1. The Libation:  “if I be offered...”



2. The Sacrifice:  “the sacrifice and service of your faith...”

N. JOY WITH OTHERS:  v.18



1. One Cause:  “for the same cause...”

2. One Body:  “I joy and rejoice...ye joy and rejoice...”



3. One Result:  “joy and rejoice with you all...”

O.  TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO THE CHURCH:   v.19  (HIS CONCERN)



1. Unhesitant Availability:  v.19



2. Unique Abilities: v.19



3. Unusual Affection:  v.19

P. TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO CHRIST:  v.20,21  (HIS CHARACTER)



1. Unselfish Allegiance:  v.20-21



2. (Undesirable Attitudes): v.21



3. (Unprofitable Accord): v.21




a. They are of one accord (but not with Christ’s interests at heart).




b. They are of one mind (but not the mind of Christ).

Q. TIMOTHY WAS FAITHFUL TO PAUL: v.22-24 (HIS COMING)

 
1. Undeniable Accomplishments: 

2. Unashamed Association: 

3. Uncertain Arrangements: V.2-24

R.  A BALANCED BELIEVER: v.25



1.  A Brother In Christ:



2. A Companion In Labor:



3. A Fellowsoldier In Battle:



4. A Messenger In Ministry: 

S. A BURDENED BELIEVER:  v.26

1. He Was “Homesick” (for the fellow saints in Philippi)  “...longed after you all...”



2. He Was Heartsick (because they were concerned about him due to his illness!)

T. A BROKEN BELIEVER:  v.27,30



1. Death’s Neighbor:  v.27




a. The words “nigh unto” literally means “alongside of a neighbor.”




 b.  He lived literally at “death’s doorstep” for a while



2. A “Christian Gambler:”  v.30

U. A BLESSED BELIEVER:  v.28-29



1. A Mailman With A Message:  v.28



2. A Servant To Be Honored:  v.29

111  CHAPTER THREE

A.  REJOICE!  v.1



1. Encouragement:  “rejoice in the Lord...”



2. Exhortation: “to write the same things to you...”


B.



1. The Mongrels:  “beware of dogs...”



2. The Mischief Makers: “beware of evil workers...”



3. The Mutilators:  “beware of the concision...”

C. REFRAIN!  v.3



1. Worship Without Form:  “...in the spirit”



2. Worship Without Out Fear:  “...rejoice in Christ Jesus”



3. Worship Without Flesh:  “...no confidence in the flesh”

D.  THE KEY OF RITUAL:  “circumcised the eighth day...”  v.5a



1. This was one of the “keys” offered by the Judaizers.

2. Paul had tried this “key”of religious ritual and found it failed to open heaven’s door.  v.7!

E. THE KEY OF RACE: “of the stock of Israel...”  v.5b



1. This was the “key” of privileged birth.



2. Paul belonged to the “chosen people.”

3. Paul had tried this “key” of privileged birth and found it failed to open heaven’s door.  v.7!

F. THE KEY OF ROYALTY:  “of the tribe of Benjamin...” v.5c 



1. Here was the “key” of aristocracy.

2. Paul had tried this “key” of royal blood line and found it too failed to open heaven’s door. v.7!

G. THE KEY OF REFINEMENT:  “an Hebrew of the Hebrews...”  v.5d



1. This was the “key” of Patriotism and Orthodoxy.



2. Paul was probably most proud of this “key.”



3. Paul was a full-blooded Jew, born of Hebrew parents, not Hellenistic Jews.


4. Paul had tried this “key” of national pride and found it too to be a failure.  v.7!

H.  THE KEY OF RELIGION: “a Pharisee...”  V.5e



1. This was the “key” of  Religious Dedication:

2. Paul had tried this “key” of pompous religiosity and found it also failed to open the door. v.7!

I. THE KEY OF REPUTATION:  “persecuting the church...”  v.6a



1. This was the Key of Zeal and Sincerity:



2. Paul tried this “key” of zeal and sincerity and was still headed for hell!  v.7!

J. THE KEY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS:  “...blameless...”  v.7b



1. This is the Key of Self-Righteousness and Morality!

2. Paul slips the Key of Good Works in the lock on Heaven’s Door and finds it doesn’t work so he throws it on the manure pile (“dung”) with all the others.  v.7!

K.  A PAST DECISION:  v.7  “I counted...”



1. Gain:  



2. Loss:

L.  A PRESENT DETERMINATION: v.8 “I count...”

1. The Power Of A Personal Relationship:  “...the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”



2. The Power of a Personal Revival:  “...count them but dung!”

M. A PERSONAL DESIRE: v.8b,9“win Christ... be found in Him...”



1. Instant Reward:  “that I may win Christ...”




a. He didn’t do it by working, praying, doing good, going to church, etc.

b. He did it by renouncing his own righteousness and counting it “dung”! (including the Law [works]!).



2. Imputed Righteousness:  “be found in Him...”


N.  A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE:  v.10a
(A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PERSON)



1. Historical Knowledge Insufficient:



2. Salvational Knowledge Insufficient:



3. Experiential Knowledge Alone Is Sufficient:

O. A POWERFUL EXPERIENCE:  v.10b  (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS POWER)



1. To Overcome Sin:  



2. To Enable Service:

P. A PAINFUL EXPERIENCE:  v.10c   (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PRESSURES)



1. The Price Of Power Is Suffering:




a. There is no gain without pain!

b. We are called not only to enjoy His salvation, but to partake of His sufferings.





(1. “fellowship” = joint participation





(2. “made conformable” = to bring to the same form



2. The Price Of Intimacy Is Suffering:




a. Pain and suffering often drives us into deeper intimacy with the Lord.




b. It is this that Paul is referring to here.

Q. A PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE: v.11  (A PASSION TO KNOW HIS PERFECTION)

A. Resurrection Implies Perfection:

R.  AN HONEST ADMISSION:  v.12  (DISSATISFACTION)



1. Self-Evaluation:  12a



2. Clear Estimation:

3. Driving Determination:  “I follow after...I may apprehend...I am apprehended...”

S. A HEARTY ATTEMPT: v.13  (DEDICATION)



1. Concentration Is The Secret Of Power:  “this one thing I do...”

2. Direction Is The Secret To Victory:  “forgetting those things which are behind...”

T. A HOLY AMBITION:  v.14  (DETERMINATION)



1. Intense Endeavor:  “I press...”



2. Spiritual Incentive:  “The prize...”

U  RUNNING THE RACE:  (context: v.12-14 and “perfect” v.15)

1. Run Hard:  



2. Obey Rules:

V. WINNING THE PRIZE:  v.15



1. Strive To Win:  “thus minded...” v.15b 



2. Stay On Track:  otherwise minded...”  v.15c




a. Don’t break stride:





1). You may be saved and immature - grow up!





2). You may be saved and carnal - clean up!





3). You may be saved and ignorant - catch up!




b. Don’t quit running:

W. WALKING THE WALK:  v.16



1. Keep Rank:  “waLuke ..  






2. Lock Step:  “same thing...”

X.  THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL:  (SPIRITUAL)  v.17



1. His Impression:  



2. Those Impressed:  

Y. THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS:  (SENSUAL)  v.18,19


1. Their Impression:



2. The Wrong Impression:

Z  CONVERSATION:  v.20a  Heavenly Citizenship:

AA. EXPECTATION:  v.20b  A. Heavenly Anticipation:

AB TRANSFORMATION:  v.21a



1. Heavenly Renovation;




a. We will be transformed from vile to victorious.




b. We will be changed from corrupt to glorified!

AC. SUBORDINATION: v.21b



1. Heavenly Control:




a. The heavenly pattern is “like unto His glorious body...”

b. The heavenly power is “according to the working (power) whereby He is able...”




c. The heavenly promise is “to subdue all things unto Himself...”

IV  CHAPTER FOUR

A.  REMINISCING:  (EQUAL YOKE)   v.1



1. Looking Back to Ch.3:  “Therefore...”


2. Looking Back to Former Friendships: 

B. RECONCILING: (UNEVEN WALK)  v.2,3



1. Two Headstrong Ladies:  “Euodias...Syntyche...”




a. Euodias means “one who has arrived...mature”




b. Syntyche means “pleasant acquaintance...good mixer”



2. Two Ladies Out-Of-Harness:




a. They were no longer of “the same mind.”




b. They no longer demonstrated maturity.




c. They no longer had the unity of the Spirit.




d. They were no longer able to be a blessing to the local church or to the Lord.

C. REJOICING: (UNBOUNDED JOY)  v.4



1. The Context: Division


  

2. The Command: Rejoice




a. When? “always!




b. How?  “in the Lord!




c. Who?  YOU!

3.  TEMPERANCE:  v.5



1. Our Moderation:  v.5a  

2. Our Reputation:  “known unto all men...”  v.5b

3. Our Motivation:  “The Lord is at hand”  v.5c

E. TENSION:  v.6a  Worthless Worry:

F. THANKSGIVING:  v.6b



1. General Praying:  “prayer...”



2. Specific Praying:  “supplication...”



3. Detailed Praying: “requests..



4. Proper Praying: “with thanksgiving...”

G. TRANQUILLITY:  v.7



1. God’s Peace: “the peace of God...”



2. Gaugeless Peace: “passeth understanding...”



3. Garrisoned Peace: “will keep your hearts and minds...”

H.  MEDITATION:   v.8  “...think on these things...”



1. The True:  (As Opposed to The False)



2. The Honest: (As Opposed To Lies)



3. The Just: (As Opposed To Unjust)



4. The Pure: (As Opposed To Impure)



5. The Lovely: (As Opposed To the Ugly)




a. Everything God has created is lovely and deserving of our love.

b. Everything man touches - he taints and makes ugly that which was lovely.



6. The Good Report: (As Opposed To Criticism, Gossip, etc.)

I. IMITATION:  v.9 “do...”



1. Living Surpasses Learning:

a. It is not enough to know right or even to think right, we need to do right!

b. Facts in the head are not enough, we also need truths in the heart and actions that follow.




c. Paul was a “positive role model” for all believers:



2. Practice Outshines Preaching:




a. Paul not only preached it, he lived it.

b. Paul has spoken about the “peace of God” in v.7 now in v.9 he speaks of the “God of peace” you can’t have the former without the latter!

J.  REJOICING:  v.10



1. Content Whether Neglected Or Helped:   (Independent of Friends)




a. Paul is here thanking the Philippian church for their love-gift.

b. Paul’s thanks reveals more concern for the givers than for himself as the recipient.

1. He realized that this would mean blessing to them as well as to him.





2. He realized that this would renew their interest in his ministry.

c. Paul states that he is aware that lack of opportunity, not neglect, was back of their delay.

K.  RESTING:  v.11  Content In Good Times and Bad:  (Independent of ‘Fate’)

L. REFLECTING:  v.12



1. Content Whether Humbled Or Exalted: (Independent of Fame)



2. Content Whether Empty Or Full: (Independent of Famine)



3. Content With Little Or Much:  (Independent of Fortune)

M. RECEIVING: v.13



1. Content With Christ’s Provision:  (Dependent Upon Christ)




a. An unswerving conviction:  “I can do all things...”




b. An unshakable condition: “through Christ...”

N.  A GIVING CHURCH:  v.14-18

1.  Their Sacrifice Recorded:  

a. By sharing their substance they are forever recorded in God’s Word!  (wealth for the ages!)



b. By sharing their resources they shared in Paul’s affliction.  v.14



c. By sharing their gifts they shared in the spread of the Gospel.  v.15



d. By sharing their money they were revealing their strength.  v.16


2. Their Sacrifice Received:  v.17-18

O.  A GREAT CHURCH:  v.19



1. Their Sacrifice Rewarded:  v.19

a. The Source:  “My God shall supply...”




b. The Need:  “all your need...”





1. Not your greed, but your need!

2. Because we are human, we all have needs, but our primary needs are spiritual.




c. The Means: “His riches in glory...”





1. God’s wealth is the measure of our supply - unlimited.





2. God’s wealth “in glory” is our limitless source.  




d. The Medium:  “by Christ Jesus...”





1. The greatest wealth God has is His Son.





2. He mediates His wealth thru His Son.  

P.  THE DOXOLOGY:  (GLORY)  v.20   Concluding With Praise:

Q.  THE SALUTATION: (GREETINGS)  v.21-22



1.  A Salute To All The Saints:  (“in Christ”)  v.21



2.  A Salute From The Brethren At Rome:   v.21b-22

R. THE BENEDICTION: (GRACE)  v.23

1. This Letter Begins and Ends With “Grace”:  cf.1:2



2.   This Letter Begins and Ends With A Prayer: cf.1:3-5

