SPIRITUAL PERFECTION IN 2021?
or

(BE A ‘ONE THING’ BELIEVER!)
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TEXT:  Philippians 3:10-14  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

THESIS:  To show that Paul’s passion for perfection should be the “norm” for every believer.

INTRO.:  A.  It is amazing how many perfectionists there are in the natural realm & how few in the spiritual.  Many strive for perfection in their chosen field of labor & that’s good.  But few strive for perfection in spiritual things.  That’s not so good!  Yet the Lord commands: “Be ye holy as I am holy.”

B.  I guess it is safe to say that most of us are not perfectionists in any area.  We are generally mediocre or “lukewarm” about everything.  But the Lord wants us to be perfectionists in all we do: “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.”  Col.3:23  

Col. 3:23 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

1 Cor.10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

Eccl.9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 

TRANS.:  Paul had a passion for perfection & a program for perfection which we 


would all do well to follow in the New Year…

I.  A PASSION FOR PERFECTION:  v.10,11

A.  A Passion to Know Christ’s Person:  v.10a

1.  He is not speaking about an introduction (Paul & Christ had been introduced on the road to Damascus).

2.  He is not speaking of knowing ABOUT Him.

3.  He is speaking of knowing Him intimately.

4.  He is speaking of an experiential knowledge of Him.

ILLUS.:  This should be our goal;  to know Him not only in the introductory sense, but in the intimate sense.  We achieve this in our devotional life, thru obedience, witnessing, etc.

B.  A Passion to Know His Power:  v.10b

1.  This is the same power that raised Christ from the dead!

2.  Paul desires to experience this power surging thru him to overcome sin & to produce Christian growth, grace & fruit.

3.  The word “power” means “that which overcomes resistance.”

NOTE:  He is saying that it is thru the resurrection power of Christ alone that genuine spiritual victory is possible.

C.  A Passion to Know His Pain:  v.10c

1.  Not His substitutionary sufferings, but His sufferings for righteousness sake.

2.  The word “fellowship” speaks of  “joint participation in.”

ILLUS.:  Paul is not desirous of DYING on the Cross as Christ, but in LIVING the self-denying life for its blessings to others.  This is the “living sacrifice” he wrote of in Romans 12:1.  It is death to selfishness, personal gain or fame.

C.  A Passion To Know His Perfection:  v.11

1.  “If by any means” is not an expression of doubt, but of humility.

2.  “I might attain” speaks of arriving at a goal.

3.  “The resurrection of the dead” speaks of the Rapture.

ILLUS.:  Paul here expresses a question concerning whether he will be martyred for Christ & thus be dead when the rapture occurs, therefore having to be raised from among the dead, instead of being raptured w/the living.  Remember he is on trial for his life when he wrote this.  In either event he will share in Christ’s perfection.

II.  A PROGRAM FOR PERFECTION:  v.12-14

A.  His Purpose Stated:  v.12

1.  Perfectionism Denied:  v.12a

a.  Paul is not preaching sinless perfection.

b.  He is preaching holy living & striving after holiness actively.

ILLUS.:  Some say “What’s the use if I can never reach perfection?”  Few ever reach perfection in sports, etc. but they don’t stop trying!  I will never preach a perfect message, but I want to continue to strive for perfection.

2.  Defeatism denied:  v.12b  “but I follow after…”
B.  His Plan Set Forth:  v.13  (the metaphor of a foot race)

1.  Confession:  v.13a (he hasn’t won the race yet)

2.  Concentration:  v.13b  (he has made up his mind to win)

ILLUS.:  The secret to striving for perfection in any area is concentration…focus…not being sidetracked.  Paul was a “one thing” Christian!  Everything he did had this goal in view.   He may have been making a tent, but his goal was spiritual maturity.  He may have been taking a trip on horseback, on board a ship or walking, but his goal was to please the Lord & grow to spiritual maturity.  “ONE THING!”
3.  Renunciation:  v.13c  (he refuses to look back)

ILLUS.:  The word “forgetting” is strong & means total forgetfulness.  Paul is not thinking of past successes or past failures.  He refused to “break stride” by looking back at past events, good or bad.

4.  Dedication:  v.13d  (he faces the future w/confidence)

ILLUS.:  The picture is of an athlete with the goal in sight, straining every muscle, calling up every reserved of energy to finish the race & receive the prize.  He is speaking of keeping his eye on heaven while running the race down here.  What motivation to enable us to strive for perfection.

C.  His Prize Secure:  v.14

1.  Paul had determination & anticipation.

2.  Paul’s passion & program for perfection was a combination of human effort & God’s grace!  

3.  There is no striving necessary to get or keep saved, but to obtain the prize: “There’s a race to be run, there’s a victory to be won…”
4.  Paul’s prize was the “well done” of His Savior.

5.  Paul’s prize included the blessings of eternal life & its rewards: PERFECT wisdom, joy, holiness, peace, & fellowship in a perfect environment!

CONCL.:  Will the New Year be just like the old year?  Defeat, discouragement & despair?  Or will it include a renewed commitment to strive for spiritual perfection?  Why not decide today to be a “ONE THING” Christian, with one eye on heaven & the Savior & the other eye on whatever is required of you down here till we get there?



We all know perfection is only possible in heaven, but, like Paul, we can strive for it down here!  Do you have a passion for perfection?  If so, you had better implement a program for perfection like Paul had.  Know your purpose, lay outyour plan & then secure your prize!  

