“PROPAGANDA WARFARE”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 4:1-3

I.  MOCKERY:  4:11  “…mocked the Jews”

Mockery Is A Sign Of Jealousy:

II.  BELITTLING:  v.2a   “…these feeble Jews”

Belittling Reveals Weakness:

    B.  Belittling Reveals Insecurity:  “will they fortify themselves?”  v2b

    C.   Belittling Reveals Spiritual Instability:  “…will they sacrifice?”

Here is an appeal to religious prejudices.

III.  RIDICULE:  v.2c   “…will they make an end in a day?”

Ridicule Is A Substitute For Diligence:  

B. Ridicule Is A Smokescreen For Laziness:  … “will they revive the stones out of the…rubbish?”   

3. They are saying that a miracle is needed to “revive” the stones from the rubbish heap and make them useable - and they were right!

IV.  LAUGHTER:  v.3  “a fox…shall even break down their stone wall”

Laughter Is A Defense Against Fear:

TEXT:  Nehemiah 4:4-6

I.  THE ANSWER TO PRESSURE IS PRAYER:  4:.4-5

A.  Prayer Is To God:  “Hear, O our God…”

II.  THE ANSWER TO WORRY IS WORK:  V.6

Building Continues:

The building continues in spite of the ridicule.

The building continues in spite of the rubbish.

The building continues in spite of the rumors.


C.  Building With Commitment:  “a mind to work…”

I.   THE THREAT FROM THE ENEMY:  4:7-8  “But…”

An Alliance From Without:

The enemies unite:  “together…”  v.8

The enemies assemble with a 2 fold strategy:  v.8

II.  THE MAN OF GOD’S RESPONSE:  v.9

A.  Call To Prayer:

B.  Call For Watchmen:

III.  THE THREAT FROM FRIENDS:  v.10-12   “…and Judah”

A.  Conspiracy From Within:

IV.  THE MAN OF GOD’S RESPONSE:  v.13  “Therefore set I…”

A.  Call For Watchmen:

A.  Call To Arms:

TEXT:  Nehemiah 4:14-17

I.  FAITH OVER FEAR:  4:14


B.   Motivating The People:  v.14b  “Be not ye afraid of them…”

II.  FAITH DEFEATS FEAR:  v.15

The Tables Are Turned:  v.15a  “…when our enemies heard…”

The Work Is Resumed:  v.15b

III.   FAITH and WORKS WIN OVER FEAR:  v.16-17

Weapons:  Military Preparation

Work:  Spiritual Application

I.   PREPARING FOR WARFARE WHILE BUILDING THE WALL:  4:18

The Builders:  v.18a  

The Bugler:  v.18b-20

II.  WORKING ON THE WALL WHILE WATCHING FOR THE ENEMY:

Sunrise To Sunset:  v.21

The people were divided into workers and armed watchmen.

Soldiers and  Servants:  v.22

Service and Sanctification:  v.23

I.   A GREAT ABUSE:  (DISSENSION FROM WITHIN)   5:1-7

A. The Poverty of the People:  v.1-5

B. The Power of the Wealthy:  (cf.v.7)  “…the nobles, and the rulers…”

II.  A GREAT ANGER:  (RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION) : v.6-7

A. Self Consultation:  v.7a

B. Open Rebuke:  v.7b

III.  A GREAT ASSEMBLY:  (VOX POPULI – “the voice of the people”)

A. Numerical Pressure:

TEXT:  Nehemiah 5:7b-13

I.  THE INDICTMENT:  v.8-10a   Nehemiah’s Example:  v.8a,10a

The Ruler’s Crimes:

Selling their brethren into slavery.  V.8b

II.  THE VERDICT:  v.11

Restoration:  

III.  THE REVIVAL:  v.12-13

The Ruler’s Oath:  v.12

The Governor’s Warning:  v.13a

Nehemiah uses a vivid illustration to show the consequences of failure.  He shook out the wrinkles of his robe to show what God would do to them in shaking them out of their homes and position, if they failed to live up to their promise.

ILLUS:  There are always consequences to commitment.  When we make a decision to do right and fail to do so, we pay those consequences.  God is not oblivious to our conviction and subsequent commitment.  He bears witness to what we promise and holds us accountable.

The last phrase in the verse shows the sincerity of these rulers.  V.13c

The People’s Joy:  v.13b

The response of God’s people is a hearty “Amen!”

ILLUS:  Revival not only should bring blessing to the Lord, but joy to God’s people.  We should always rejoice when others get revival!  We should…

Rom. 12:15

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 

Praise to the Lord should be another result of revival.

CONCL:  “HEAR YE!  HEAR YE!  THE COURT IS IN SESSION.”  This is not only the case in Nehemiah’s day, but in every service of the church.  The Holy Spirit is the prosecutor, the Scripture is the witness, we are on trial and the Lord looks for repentance and restoration and commitment from His people.  How do YOU respond?
“FOLLOW THE LEADER”  or

4 MARKS OF GODLY LEADERSHIP

TEXT:  Nehemiah 5:14-19

THESIS:  To identify marks of Godly leadership as exemplified in Nehemiah.

INTRO:  A.  Nehemiah is a real man-of-God who has all the qualities God desires in those who would serve Him.  He has vision, courage, stamina, strength, conviction, righteousness, spirituality, generosity, selflessness and leadership.  In fact 4 MARKS OF GODLY LEADERSHIP  can be identified in this passage.

               B.  The enemies of Israel had been enjoying seeing the nobles and rulers taking advantage of their brethren, the Jews.  The gloated as they Jews robbed each other and became the occasion to shut down the work of building the wall.  When Nehemiah confronted them, he used his own example to shame them.  He challenged them to restore everything they had taken from their brethren.  They responded positively because of God’s convicting Word and Nehemiah’s admonition, but also in large measure because of his selfless example.  Here is a case where the motto “FOLLOW THE LEADER” is appropriate and where we can delineate 4 MARKS OF GODLY LEADERSHIP in this great man of God…

I.  DEFERRING RIGHTS:  v.14-15a

Declined Support:

Nehemiah has been the Governor for 12 years but has refused to accept any remuneration from the Jews he served.   He was sensitive to their poverty, though he had only recently become aware of the reasons they had suffered deprivation.

ILLUS:  He has just warned (v.13) the leaders who had taken advantage of their brethren that if they went back on their word and resumed their former practices, that God would deal severely with them.

              As their leader he reminds them of his own sacrifices on his brethren’s behalf.  Like another great leader in the NEW TESTAMENT, Nehemiah refuses to accept support from his followers.  The Apostle Paul refused the financial support of the carnal believers in Corinth, as an example to them of selfless leadership.  (He accepted the support of the more spiritual believers in Philippi and other places.)   He mentions the “former governors” who did accept support;  these would have included the godly Ezra and the great builder Zerubbabel, revealing that there was nothing wrong with accepting support, but that he would defer his rights because of the plight of his followers.

ILLUS:  One of the marks of godly leadership is to defer one’s “rights” for the benefit of followers.  Nehemiah can state that he has this leadership quality, so the people can safely “FOLLOW THE LEADER” in this situation.

2 Thes. 3:7-9

For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 

Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. 

B.  Denied Servants:  v.15a

Often the servants of leaders were more harsh in the treatment of people than the leaders themselves.

The wicked Haman in the court of Ahasureras is a classic example. Nehemiah refused to allow either himself or his servants to take advantage of his followers.

II.  FEARING GOD:  v.15b

ILLUS:  The fear of God is a primary mark of Godly leadership!  The man who would lead God’s people, must himself be in submission to the Lord.  Paul the Apostle could safely declare “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  1 Cor.11:1

Not Dread Of God’s Displeasure:

Certainly the Godly leader will never wish to displease the Lord, but that is not his primary motivation.

He serves the Lord not because He dreads the displeasure of God as much as that he desires to please the Lord!  The Godly leader wants to serve God out of love for Him, not out of dread.

But A Holy Reverence For The Father’s Will:

His rule is His Word.

His reason is His authority.

His respect is due to His glory.

ILLUS:  The Godly leader holds tenaciously to God’s Word, respects His authority in His life and desires most of all to bring glory to Him by doing His will.  To the Godly leader, God’s will is the driving force behind all his service.  It is not his will, but His will, which motivates him.

III.   AVOIDING SLOTHFULNESS:  v.16

Being Diligent:  v.16a

Nehemiah kept a strict schedule to do the work God had called him to, in spite of distractions, enemies and fatigue.

ILLUS:  The Godly leader refuses to allow anything and anyone to stand in the way of doing God’s will.  He will do whatever it takes to get the job done.  He will work and defend the work of God at all costs.  Nehemiah prepared for battle while building the wall.

He set the example for his followers by being diligent, alert, courageous, bold, and demanding; he had no time for shirkers. V.16c

Avoiding Entanglements:  v.16b  “neither bought we any land…”

IV.  DENYING SELF:  v.17-18

Revival Over Satisfaction:  v.17

The work of God took precedent over anything and everything else.  Nehemiah could have legitimately claimed his “rights” to the benefits of being Governor, and no one would have lifted a complaint.  Instead of taking what belonged to him, he instead daily fed 150 of his followers, as well as visiting dignitaries, at his own expense.

Others Over Self:  v.18

Nehemiah declined the luxuries of his office because of the poverty of his followers.

ILLUS:  In Washington, D.C. we have the reverse as the representatives constantly eat at the public trough and give themselves healthy pay increases, while they increase the tax burden on the people they are called to serve.  In the past we have had 3 Presidents of the U.S. who have forgone their salaries so they could serve the people with a clear conscience.

Nehemiah was a great and Godly leader because of these 4 MARKS OF GODLY LEADERSHIP identified in this passage.

CONCL:  What a great man-of-God.  No wonder God used him!  V.19 gives us another evidence of what drove Nehemiah.  He wanted God’s “well done.”  Do you?  In referring to yourself could you say “FOLLOW THE LEADER” to your family, your employees, your children, your friends.  What kind of an example are you?
“BEWARE SATAN’S SMILES!”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 6:1-4

THESIS:  To alert believers to the more subtle attacks of Satan.

INTRO:  A.  After considerable delay due to internal problems, Nehemiah and the Jews go back to work…and so does Satan.  The enemies listed in verse 1 are no doubt motivated by Satan in their attempt to halt God’s work.  He not only takes many forms but he also wears many faces.  One of the most subtle attacks is one where Satan is smiling.  “BEWARE SATAN’S SMILES!”    Israel’s enemies have tried ridicule, infiltration, force, division, fear, discouragement and selfishness.  The form of opposition may change but the substance is the same.  Now they try guile with a smile!  “Come let us meet together…”

I.  A SUBTLE INVITATION:  (TOGETHERNESS)  v.1,2,4

The Enemy’s Persistence:

ILLUS:  Now the attack is personal.  They are focusing their opposition on God’s man, Nehemiah!  Here is an 11th hour attack.  V.1 says that they had “heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein: (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;).”  The work God called Nehemiah to do was nearly complete and the enemy knew it, so they attack the leader!  Nehemiah was not boasting here, he is simply acknowledging how God had greatly used him and he knew the enemies recognized that without him the work would cease.

              Whether we like it or not God calls men to accomplish His work.  The man is just a tool, but without the tool the work would not get done.

Strategy #1:  divide and conquer.

Those who cry “together” are experts in division God’s people are to have unity and work together, but they must beware the cry for togetherness that comes from the enemy’s camp!

ILLUS:  In the 30’s and 40’s the liberals began to promote their heresies.  In the 50’s they found they couldn’t defeat the fundamentalists so they cried togetherness on the basis of “love.”  (The subtle invitation was based on a biblical concept distorted, as usual.)  When that didn’t work they cried togetherness on the basis of doctrine (“we all believe in the same God”), in the 60’s.  In the 70’s the cry was togetherness on the basis of experience with the charismatic movement.  (Many fell for the bait.)  In the 80’s the cry was togetherness on the basis of evangelism (another biblical concept; Billy Graham, Campus Crusade, Youth for Christ, Child Evangelism, etc.  Beware non local church centered movements).  In the 90’s the cry for togetherness was family, (the million man march, Promise Keepers, etc.).  “BEWARE SATAN’S SMILES!”
              Nehemiah knew the concept of separation: “Can two walk together except they be agreed?”  He recognized the call for togetherness as one of the “smiles of Satan.”

Strategy #2:  divert and discourage.

They invite the man of God for a conference about 20-30 miles away from the work God called him to.

When Nehemiah heard “Ono” his response was “Oh No!”   He knew they were out to get him; “they thought to do me mischief” is a euphemism for murder!   They knew if they could remove the leader the work would fail thru fear.

Strategy #3:  wiles and smiles.

Four times they sent messages to Nehemiah to meet with them.  V.4a  No doubt they assumed that if they were persistent they would wear down the man of God.

ILLUS:  Their persistence would pay off in that some inside the walls would urge Nehemiah to at least consider their “reasonable proposal.”  After all “What could a simple meeting together hurt?”  The enemy had allies within the city thru marriage, as we have already seen.  They had even influenced (or bribed!) a noted prophet to cause Nehemiah to become fearful of his enemies.  Often the most dangerous threats to God’s work come from within.  There will be lying prophets, timid friends, worldly minded fellow laborers and out-and-out traitors!

             The enemies were formidable as well as persistent.  Note v.1.  There is an interesting phrase here: “…and the rest of our enemies.”  Apparently others had joined the ranks, not named before.  

II.  A STERN DECLARATION:  (SEPARATION)  v.2b-4

Nehemiah’s Insistence:  

Discernment and determination.

Nehemiah was aware that the “SMILES OF SATAN” were just more of the most subtle wiles of Satan.

ILLUS:  I have said again and again that the quality most lacking among believers today is that of discernment.  We are so easily seduced by evil spirits and with the “doctrines of devils” and swayed by “every wind of doctrine,” that we fall prey to Satan.
1 Tim. 4:1

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

Eph. 4:14

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

Nehemiah not only had discernment, but also great determination.

ILLUS:  Another sad commentary on today’s Christian is that he or she is so easily stopped or deterred.  Instead of staying the course, they get offended, discouraged and quit. They get hurt or “burned” somewhere and refuse to ever again commit themselves.

Leadership and statesmanship.

Nehemiah knew that if he failed, the people would fail and the work would fail!  Note Nehemiah’s classic response. V.3

“I am doing a great work…!”  It was God’s work and he knew it.   “I cannot come down…!”   The move away from God’s calling is always “down.”

ILLUS:  Another man of God who didn’t have Nehemiah’s character found out the hard way that the move away from God’s calling is always “down.”  The Scriptures record his failure with the repetitious use of the word “down.”  Jonah left the will of God and went “down” to Joppa, where he found a ship to take him away from God’s call and he went “down” into it.  He descended to the very hold of the ship as God says he went “down into the sides of the ship. And he ended up “down” to the bottom of the sea inside of the belly of the whale!

“Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?”  What a man of character and dedication!  What a response!  (To debate with those hostile to the work of God is a descent from devotion to danger!)

Nehemiah declined the offer of “togetherness” 4 times!  v.4

ILLUS:  4 times they come with their request.  And 4 times Nehemiah sends back the same reply!  Many would call Nehemiah stubborn and surely he was criticized for his determination and his unyieldness to their seemingly harmless invitations.  But truth and the work of God must never be compromised!  

CONCL:  “BEWARE SATAN’S SMILES!”  His most dangerous disguise is not that of the roaring lion, but as the wolf in sheep’s clothing or as the angel of light!  Not many believers fall for wiles of Satan, but many fall for the smiles of Satan!  Not many will go back to booze, rock music, etc., but many quit the work of God over some diversion Satan suggests.  For the sake of “unity,” or “love” or some other more subtle suggestion which has some semblance of biblical merit, God’s people are neutralized.   Don’t let it be YOU!

“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS:  LIE!”  - (Satan)

TEXT:  Nehemiah 6:5-9

THESIS:  To reveal another of Satan’s favorite tactics against the people of God, especially the man of God – outright lying.
INTRO:  A.  Lying has become a way of life in America and even among some Christians.  Of course the leader of lies is Satan, whom Jesus called the “Father of lies.”

John 8:44

44
  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

ILLUS:  A professor at Vanderbuilt University for many years would admonish his classes before taking an exam in trigonometry, this way:  “Today I am giving 2 exams, one in trigonometry and the other in honesty.  I hope you will pass them both.  If you must fail one, fail trigonometry.  There are many good people in the world who can’t pass trig, but there are no good people in the world who cannot pass the exam of honesty.”



B.  Satan, thru Nehemiah’s enemies, had used wile after wile and smile after smile to subvert and seduce the man-of-God to quit working on the wall of Jerusalem.  Nehemiah dealt successfully with the threat of an army, the defection of his own people, the laziness of some, the barrage of threats and even the invitation to “dialogue” with the enemy.  But now a new threat emerges – outright lies!
I.  THE PERSISTENCE OF THE ENEMY:  v.5a   “the fifth time…”

If You Can’t Wear Down – Tear Down!

On four previous occasions Sanballat and Co. had invited Nehemiah to meet them, to “do (him) mischief”  v.2b (literally to murder him).  He had been unable to wear him down by repeated requests at compromise through dialogue, so now he resorts to tearing him down by assaulting his character – out-and-out lying!

ILLUS:  Satan is an eternal, spirit-being.  He doesn’t age.  He doesn’t get tired.  He never quits.  He will attack again and again.  He is unrelenting.  If he can’t wear you down by repeated attacks on your person, your body or your determination, he will resort to tearing you down as to your character, testimony or integrity.

II.  THE PROPAGANDA OF THE ENEMY:  v.5b-7  “…an open letter”

If You Can’t Defeat – Discredit!

The charge in the letter is designed to get back to the King of Persia, Nehemiah’s sponsor.  V.7b  “now shall it be reported to the King…” The charge is that Nehemiah is on a personal quest for power and a following.   The letter suggests that “everyone knows” (including the heathen nations around Jerusalem – non-Jews), that Nehemiah is attempting to fortify the city for his own personal ambitions toward Kingship.  V.6   He is also charged with hiring prophets to proclaim His Kingship.  V.7a

ILLUS:  Note the words “…it is reported” in v.6  They are akin to the words: “They say…” and “I have heard…” or “Did you know…?”  Most gossip and lies start with similar words.  If you want to bring someone down…lie!  “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS – LIE!”

That’s Satan’s philosophy.  If there is no way to stop God’s work legitimately or to neutralize a Christian’s testimony, lie about him!  Discredit him!  Plant suggestions about him!  (By the way, the accusers are often guilty of the motives they accuse others of.  Sanballat and Co. are ascribing motives to Nehemiah which would more accurately describe them if they were in his position!)

Note the subtleness of the suggestion at the end of the letter; a final appeal for Nehemiah to get together with his enemies.  V.7a  “Come now…” 

III.  THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S MAN:  v.8-9  “…no such things”


A.  The Man-of-God’s Strength is Truth!

Thank God none of the accusations in the letter found anything in Nehemiah’s character or motives which matched. Nehemiah had removed the enemy’s weapon by being clean!

ILLUS:  The best way to avoid the smear tactics and the attempts to discredit you or any ministry your have or to keep from having your witness and testimony is to just stay clean!  Don’t give the enemy anything to use against you.  When you do sin, quickly confess it and get back in fellowship with God.   Nehemiah may not have been perfect, but his integrity protected him.  Everyone knew that he lived above reproach.  He may have fallen from time-to-time, but no-one doubted his sincerity.  He was not a hypocrite – someone just playing a part – but a true man-of-God.  He was imperfect, but he kept prayed up.  Nehemiah could honestly defend himself with these words:  “there are no such things done as thou sayest…”  

If someone is going to bear witness against you, make sure it is a false witness. Don’t give the enemy opportunity and ammunition to use against you. Nehemiah hurls their accusation back in their face:  “thou feignest them out of thine own heart”  - he accuses them of lying!

ILLUS:  The text doesn’t say so, but Nehemiah’s reply was probably public, since the accusations against him were public.  His reply is simple:  “The entire letter and all accusations against me are complete fabrications!”   Nehemiah lets his enemies know that there is no truth in their charges and by his reply puts others on notice as well.  We need not only to keep clean, but to let everyone know we are clean.  We should stop any unsubstantiated allegations so as not to allow our ministry to be undermined.

The principle Nehemiah used is powerful: disarm lies with truth and destroy the opposition’s claims with consistency.

ILLUS:  Repudiation and denial is Nehemiah’s answer to his enemies accusations.  He knew in his heart his motives were pure.  But the threat did have some effect upon him:  “for they all made US afraid…”   Every time Nehemiah is faced with a problem or has to deal with some threat to him or the Lord’s work, he takes it to the Lord.

IV.  THE PRAYER OF GOD’S MAN:  V.9b  “O God…”

Instead of Retaliation – Supplication!

Nehemiah has another weapon in his arsenal – prayer!   Though he has answered his accusers, he takes his burden to the Lord.   Prayer is such a pattern in Nehemiah’s life that it is automatic!

ILLUS:  Our walk with the Lord ought to be such that we talk to him as readily as if He were visibly present with us.  

              Jack Hyles said the first night he stayed with John R. Rice in a motel room he got all prepared for a lengthy devotional time together.  Instead, Dr. Rice simply hopped in bed and pulled up the covers and said “Good night, Lord.”  He had been talking with the Lord all day and didn’t need some contrived “devotions” at the end of a day of fellowship with Him!  May it be so with us.

CONCL:   It is so simple - and Satanic – to lie about someone!  One lie can destroy someone’s reputation, character, testimony and ministry or even his life!  Let’s not adopt the devil’s tactic “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS – LIE!”    We are not of the father of lies, but are sons of God and of Christ, Who is the Truth!  Let’s live like it!

 “UNPROFITABLE PROPHETS”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 6:10-14

THESIS:  To show the strength and character of Nehemiah against the subtle, final attack against his work on the wall of Jerusalem, by false prophets.
INTRO:   A.  The enemies of the Jews (and specifically Nehemiah) make one final attack against the work of God being done on the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem.  It is perhaps the most subtle and sneaky of all their attacks.  An apparent friend of Nehemiah and a supposed prophet of God is the devil’s agent this time.  He, along with other “prophets for hire” attempt to subvert and seduce Nehemiah before he leads the nation into victory in the completion of the rebuilding of the walls.

               B.  Here is Satan disguised as an “angel of light” with a seemingly harmless and very attractive offer to the man-of-God to protect him against the threats against his life.  The offer is even spiritual-sounding.  But as one commentator put it:  “It pays to be cautious around so-called Christians who always have advice but never seem to get any work done.”  But Nehemiah didn’t “just fall off the turnip truck” so he isn’t about to fall for this protection scheme, which would put him out of God’s will…
I.  THE SUBTLETY OF THE FALSE PROPHETS:  V.10,14

A.  Wicked Proposal:  v.10

The “prophet’s” name was Shemaiah.   Nehemiah apparently trusted him since he went to his home; he may have been a personal friend.   His proposal is couched in piety and since he was, after all, a prophet, his message to Nehemiah supposedly came from heaven:

Here is another appeal for “togetherness” from the enemy’s camp.  “Let us meet together…”This time the subtlety is even more pronounced in that there is no enticement to meet away from the city, but “in the house of God, within the Temple!”  (What could possibly be wrong with that ?) It is an offer for protection of Nehemiah’s life from his enemies.  v.10b

ILLUS:  The suggestion that Nehemiah’s life was in danger behind the nearly completed walls was a tip off to Nehemiah that something was fishy in this proposal for safety.  The suggestion was that under cover of darkness they would slip over the walls and inside the city to kill Nehemiah.  In reality the hope of this wicked false prophet was that the governor, consenting to his proposal, would bring himself into disgrace with the people, and so lose his influence and leadership with them.  (cf.v.13)

A Prophet for Profit:  v.13a

The work of God is never supposed to be primarily for money. Neither money nor friendship nor good causes should divert the true man of God from God’s calling on his life. Many formerly great preachers have sold out to Satanic suggestions for money, fame or prestige; Shemaiah wasn’t the first nor will he be the last.

ILLUS:  It is my opinion that Jack VanImpe is a modern day example.  In my last personal conversation with him, I pleaded with him to distance himself from the neo-evangelicals and cultists and to go public with his opposition to that crowd.  He offered excuses and refused.  Later he proceeded to write a book called “Heart Disease in the Body of Christ” wherein he apologized to all the apostates, cultists and compromisers he used to preach against.  Now he praises the Pope and calls Catholics his “brothers and sisters!”

A Conspiracy of Prophets:  v.14b

Nehemiah, in his impassioned prayer, reveals that Shemaiah was only one of a number of prophets (along with one prophetess), who conspired against Him and the Jews. The man-of-God must stay informed and alert to any and all threats to God’s Work and keep the people informed and never fear to point out the religious fakers, false prophets and compromisers.

ILLUS:  This is one of the most difficult areas in the ministry.  People misunderstand your motives.  They may think you are simply jealous, mean-spirited or misguided.  They see the good that some men do, but fail to realize their compromise with truth, their unbiblical stand on certain issues or their yokes with unbelievers.  They don’t have enough discernment to see through the pseudo-psychological “ministries” of some or their doctrinal deviations.  They simply look at the positives (like ministries to families, political involvement, etc.)  and fail to see the dangers and doctrinal aberrations.

II.  THE STRENGTH OF THE FEARLESS ‘PREACHER’:  V.11-12,14

NOTE:  While it is technically true that Nehemiah is not a preacher, it is just as true that he has demonstrated qualities that preachers would do well to emulate.  He has shown over and over his leadership ability, his persuasive powers and his trust in God.

His Character:  v.11

Nehemiah’s declaration may seem like boasting, but rather he recognized the calling of God on his life and the ministry he had been given. Nehemiah’s character is not in question; we have seen him again and again Take a stand for the Lord and we know that his reliance is not on himself but in His God.

For Nehemiah to flee into the Temple for protection would have been wrong and inappropriate for two reasons:

It would have revealed his distrust in God’s ability to protect him while doing God’s work.   He would have usurped the priestly position and thus committed sacrilege

ILLUS:  Nehemiah would have been perceived a coward, would have shown that he had no respect for God’s commands and for His holy Temple ( a place for worship and sacrifice) and would have disqualified him for continued leadership by engendering mistrust among the people who respected him.  His reply shows his character:  “I will NOT go in!”  (Compare this with Nehemiah’s other declarations:  “I cannot come down!”  “I am doing a great work…”  “Should such a man as I flee…?)

His Discernment:  v.12   “I perceived…”

Discernment comes as a result of faithful study of Scripture and by taking a clear and clean stand for the Lord.   God graciously gives His men insight and discernment:  “the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him…”  Ps.25:14a  The way in which a man gets more light from the Lord is to be faithful to the light he has!   (Dr. Carl McIntire)   Nehemiah recognized that these men and their message of fear was not from the Lord.  “…God had not sent him”   Not only did Nehemiah realize that these men were not of God, but also  that they were on his enemy’s payroll!


C.  His Power:  v.14   “My God…”

Nehemiah is consistent; whenever confronted with danger He resorts to Prayer and turns the matter over to the Lord!   The invidiousness of the temptation is revealed by examining the powerful invocation for Divine reprobation on the guilty tempters. Another principle is revealed here: those who claim to speak for God are more accountable than others. Nehemiah was a powerful leader because of His absolute trust in the Lord; his power was not his own, it came from the Lord.

CONCL:  May we all have the character, the discernment and the power that Nehemiah had.  May we stand up for the truth and not waver; be able to identify the “UNPROFITABLE PROPHETS” of our day; and to be able to get hold of God’s omnipotent power thru a diligent and consistent prayer life.

“SWEET SUCCESS!”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 6:15-19

THESIS:  To show that persistence and prayer, even with insuperable odds, brings success.

INTRO:  A. Everything seemed to be against the success of Nehemiah’s building project: the ruined fortifications of the city, the weakness and poverty of the people, the laziness of some of the nobles, etc.  Success seemed impossible.  

              B.  Add to all of the above the organized opposition of the Jew’s enemies and the treachery within the ranks of some of the Jews themselves and their complicity with their enemies, and not only did success seem impossible, but victory seemed unattainable. 

              C.  But God is not the author of failure and Nehemiah was God’s man, called for the purpose of rebuilding the walls.  As long as he walked with God and didn’t allow himself to get discouraged or defeated “SWEET SUCCESS” would crown his labors.  

TRANS:  It is one thing to overcome the natural obstacles in the Lord’s work, but it is quite another thing to have to deal with…

I.   UNBELIEVEABLE TREACHERY (WITHIN THE RANKS):  v. 17-19

ILLUS:  God’s work is difficult enough with all the Satanic opposition, worldly pressures toward conformity and fleshly weakness to contend with without having treachery and disunity within the ranks of God’s people.

              In a message preached here years ago, entitled “KEEP RANK!” I listed several principles which would keep unity in the church:  DON’T BUCK AUTHORITY, DON’T GET JEALOUS OVER ANOTHER’S RANK, DON’T BREAK RANK IN WAR OR PEACE, DON’T CHANGE COMPANIES, DON’T TURN ASIDE TO SKIRMISHES, DON’T BATTLE EACH OTHER, DON’T QUIT BECAUSE OF CASUALTIES and DON’T GO A.W.O.L.!

             But there are always some who make God’s work more difficult than necessary. In Nehemiah’s day there were some among his own people who consorted with the enemy.

Communication With The Enemy:  v.17

As unbelievable as it seems, some of the Jews behind the walls were in regular communication with the very people who hated them and their God!   It never seems to dawn on some of God’s people that the world is not their friend; God warns us that friendship with the world is enmity with Him!   Tobiah and his cohorts not only were a threat to Nehemiah, but were a real threat to the safety of those in communication with them!  Did they think that if Tobiah and Co. were successful that they would be spared?

ILLUS:  Disloyalty is a character flaw and when a person defects to the enemy, even the enemy knows that and treats the traitor with disdain!  In any war there are always defectors and they get special treatment from the enemy for a time, but finally they become hated by their benefactors, who know they cannot trust them either.
Alliance With The Enemy:  v.18

The very thing God had forbidden, i.e., intermarriage with the heathen, was the source of this treachery. As you know, and will see in the next chapter, genealogies were important to the Jews – not only because of inheritances but because of the purity of the nation as God’s chosen.   To pollute the chosen seed was a great sin and involved a threat to their Messianic expectations.

ILLUS:  This compromise and alliance was built on the old adage that “blood is thicker than water.”  Tobiah used the intermarriage to his advantage.

              I have seen churches split or destroyed because of blood ties or friendships which took precedence over sound doctrine.  When someone was disciplined in the church the issue became one of friendship over right.

Propaganda By The Enemy:  v.19

Nehemiah was getting reports about what a nice guy Tobiah was and how their enemies were not so bad after all.  “reported his good deeds…”!  Nehemiah’s plans and strategies were being reported regularly to the enemy.   This was a clear threat to God’s work!   Also Tobiah was sending threatening notes and invitations of “togetherness” to Nehemiah to “put (him”) in fear.”

TRANS:  But Nehemiah is no wimp, traitor or coward.  He is a man of God!  He has character and principles and dedication to God’s cause and God’s work and will!  So he achieves the impossible…

II.  UNDENIABLE VICTORY (WITHIN THE WALLS):  v.15-16

Completion Of The Work:  v.15

ILLUS:  It is nothing short of amazing that the work was completed in a mere 52 days!  Of course, the Bible correctors seize on this opportunity to attack the veracity of God’s Word.  They say it took two years and four months, or 840 days, instead of 52!  They alter the text by the insertion of “and two years” at the end of the verse.  But to quote one author “the account of Nehemiah is so harmonious and consistent with itself, that alteration seems quite unnecessary.”  He then proceeds to outline the events recorded in Nehemiah in detail to show that 52 days from July 25th would be Sept.15, exactly to the 25th of Elul, just as the record shows! He further notes that  

1) the materials were on hand,  

2) the workers were numerous,  

3) the workers were full of zeal,   

4) and each work party had on the average only 168 yds. (assuming the circumference was 4 miles [+or-])  and would have only had to repair about 3 or 4 yds per day, even taking into account not working on the Sabbaths and allowing for a day or two for interruption because of seeming imminent attacks.  

             This “SWEET SUCCESS”  didn’t come easy and it came primarily as a result of the man God chose to do His work.  Nehemiah was not a quitter, a compromiser or a weakling.  Let’s examine what we know about him…

Nehemiah’s wisdom: 

Recall his petition to the King in Persia; he didn’t speak of the former power and greatness of Israel, but of the place of “his father’s sepulchres.”  Remember how he concealed his purpose when arriving in Jerusalem until he surveyed the need, under cover of darkness.  Also note how he conducted himself under threats and accusations; he refused to consort with the enemy and focused on and proceeded with the work of God.   Recall how he armed the people, set a watch on the wall and kept the bugler by his side to warn of any attack.

Nehemiah’s energy:  

He was tireless in the pursuit of God’s work and kept the people busy. His reply to invitations to negotiations was “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?”  (4 times)  On the 5th time he exposed the lies against him and became more determined than ever to complete the work.

Nehemiah’s leadership:

He rallied the people around the call and cause of God. He welded them into a cohesive work force; when he presented to them the ministry to which he had been called, they replied: “Let us rise up and build!”  Nehemiah’s spirituality:

a.   Every time he is confronted with a problem, an obstacle or a threat, Nehemiah goes to prayer!

b.  It is this quality, above all others, that resulted in “SWEET SUCCESS!”

Recognition Of The Work:  v.16

The discouragement of the enemies.  v.16a

The acknowledgment of the enemies.  v.16b

Here was the real secret to the “SWEET SUCCESS” of Nehemiah and the Jews!  “…this work was wrought of our God”   They realized that a mere 52 days of labor was incredible without supernatural help!  Amen!

CONCL:  If you want “SWEET SUCCESS” in your life and ministry, you too had better have the Lord working with you.  You can if you emulate Nehemiah’s dedication and zeal!  Songs have been written about Noah, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, Josua, etc.  Someone needs to write a song about Nehemiah!  Better still, someone needs to become a modern-day Nehemiah!  How about YOU?

“IT AIN’T OVER TILL IT’S OVER!”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 7:1-6

THESIS:  To reveal the wisdom of Nehemiah, his leadership and tenacity.

INTRO:   A.  The wall was finished but the work was incomplete!  Nehemiah was not just a great leader, but a wise leader.  He knew that stones and mortar were not enough to glorify the God Who had called Him.  So what if he had led in rebuilding the walls? If he had stopped there and didn’t protect what he had built, his building would have been folly.  The enemy would have destroyed the walls and sacked the city.  More work and planning were needed.

ILLUS:  God has done some wonderful things at Faith Baptist.  It would be shameful if we do not prepare for the future ongoing of what He has begun.  We need to think ahead and plan for the future.  The search for a man-of-God to fill this pulpit and take the pastoral leadership when the present pastor is gone, should begin now.  Too many churches have their glory years under one man and allow the next man to undo what God has done.  This is foolishness.  Paul the Apostle insured the works he started were passed on to capable, Spirit-filled leaders, by hand-picking his successors.

            B.   Follow-up and follow-through are just as important as building, whether we are talking about soul-winning and discipleship or building bldgs. and maintenance.  A work well-begun is not enough.  Success must be followed with victory.  Work completed is wasted effort without follow through.

ILLUS:  When someone gets saved here, a decision card is made out, literature is placed into their hands, a visitation card is made out, a letter of congrats is sent out, a follow-up booklet is assigned, visitors are sent to deliver the booklet and the convert is signed up for a discipleship course in their home.

TRANS:  Nehemiah realizes that thought the walls have successfully been built, his job is incomplete.  He must capitalize on his success.

I.   THE SECULAR and THE SACRED:  v.1

The Stone Wall:  v.1a  “the wall was built…”

This amazing accomplishment was done by the joint effort of God’s man, God’s people and God Himself.   It was a great testimony of God’s blessings upon His obedient people. 6:15

The Living Wall:  v.1b  “porters…singers…Levites…”

All these men were Levites, the priestly class (the porters cared for the physical items in the Temple and the singers sang His praises). At this time nearly ½ of the population of Jerusalem were priests and Levites (11:6-19).

ILLUS:  Buildings are important, but are useless unless they are filled with people interested in spiritual things and carrying out the Great Commission.  The “living wall” of spiritual people complements the “stone walls” of any work of God.

II.  THE HUMAN and THE DIVINE:  v.2

The Two Leaders:  v.2a

Hanani is Nehemiah’s godly brother, who shared his interest in God’s work. Hananiah was the faithful man-of-God who had oversight over the palace, the protector of the temple fortress. Nehemiah promotes this faithful servant and gives him “charge over Jerusalem.”

ILLUS:  The master-manager, Nehemiah, the governor of Jerusalem, recognizes the great principle of reproduction in the Bible, beginning at the great creation and going on to the Great Commission.  Paul recognized this principle too, as he trained Barnabas, Silas, Titus, Timothy, Luke, Demas(!) and John Mark(?).

The Two Leading Qualifications:  v.2b

After faith, the greatest quality among God’s people, is faithfulness.

ILLUS:  You may not be especially gifted, talented, handsome, intelligent or rich, but you can and should be faithful!  Hananiah was recognized as “a faithful man.”
Faithfulness should be accompanied with piety, i.e., godly devotion in attitude and lifestyle.

III.  THE MUNDANE and THE SPIRITUAL: v.3

The Workers:  v.3a

1.  These men-of-God had specific duties: to open the doors well after sun-up, to shut the doors and bar them at the end of the day and to set watchmen on at the gates and presumably on the walls near his home.   They didn’t just have titles, they had work assignments.

ILLUS:  These were not to be like the nobles “who put not their necks to the work.”   When God calls you to a work, e.g., bus capt., S.S. teacher, children’s church worker, nursery worker, toddler worker, bus mechanic, C-Club worker, do the best you possibly can!  

Eccl. 9:10a  “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might…”

The Wisdom:  v.3b

1.  Nehemiah had worked hard to rally the people, share the burden, assign the work, and complete the task God had called him to, but he didn’t quit there. He realized that “IT AIN’T OVER TILL IT’S OVER!” and though the walls were completed, the work was not; protection was as important as construction.

IV.   THE SENSIBLE and THE SUPERNATURAL:  v.4-6ff

The Empty City:  v.4

Nehemiah saw a large city, largely empty.   He saw that dwellings needed to be built to accommodate more people.

The Fullness of the Spirit:  v.5-6

God’s leading was evident to Nehemiah.  V.5a   God’s intervention was also evident to Nehemiah as he suddenly discovered the genealogy of those who had returned to Jerusalem after the captivity.

ILLUS:  Records are important.  God is a record keeper.  He is keeping a record of our every idle word, every good work, every evil work and has a full library of books in heaven containing the names of every redeemed soul and the sins of every lost soul.

Rev. 20:12 

12
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.    And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

The Bible itself is God’s most important record of Israel’s history (secular and spiritual) and the history of the Church (past, present and future).

          Genealogies relating to Israel were important for physical inheritance as well as for the line of the Messiah and the future calling out and sealing of the 144,000 Jewish witnesses.  (Israel may have lost their important records in A.D. 70, but God never loses His records!)

God’s direction is found in v.6ff.

The plan was that 1 in every 10 of those who returned to Israel would live inside the walls of Jerusalem.  11:1-2   The people were numbered in a census conducted by Nehemiah. v.6ff

CONCL.   Nehemiah was a great man-of-God, a spiritual leader who was Spirit-led.   He realized that “IT AIN’T OVER TILL IT’S OVER!” and that though the walls were completed, his work for the Lord was ongoing.  He stayed faithful.  Will YOU?

“IT’S MORE THAN JUST NAMES and NUMBERS”

TEXT:  Neh. 7:5

THESIS:  To show that the genealogies and numbers in the Bible are significant and teach us great truths.

INTRO:  A.  Nehemiah had been successful in building the wall, and now he wanted to build something more than just the material.  He wanted to protect the spiritual integrity of the nation and assure its future as God’s chosen.  To do this he was led to take a census and to reckon the genealogies of the people.

ILLUS:  In Matthew’s Gospel, written to the Jews, the author gives the genealogy of our Savior, because as their future King His background must be impeccable and He must conform to Scripture prerequisites.  In Luke, the author likewise gives His genealogy because as the perfect “son of man” He must have the proper credentials also.  (Joseph, Jesus’ legal, earthly father had the legal credentials to sit upon the throne of Israel, not Herod, and would have done so if it had not been for Coniah’s curse (Jer.22:30).)  Mark presents Christ as the servant, who has no need of a genealogy and John presents Him as God Who doesn’t have one!)
               B.  Nehemiah chapter 7 then is also much MORE THAN JUST NAMES and NUMBERS!  It is the physical and spiritual record of a great nation.  A nation with a future in the plan and program of God.  Let’s glean some juicy morsels from this “dry and dusty” chapter of names and numbers, for our edification and learning…

I.  THE DIVINE DIRECTIVE:  V.5-7

The Sensitive Servant: “…my God put into mine heart”  v.5a

Nehemiah, like all Spirit-led men-of-God, is in tune with God’s will.  We know Nehemiah as a great man of prayer and prayer and God’s guidance are inseparable.

ILLUS:  It behooves every true servant of God to stay on his or her knees, not just in the bad times, but at all times.  It was only after “Father” Chiniquy (converted C priest) had spent 24 hours in importunate prayer that his preaching brought 1000 people to Christ in a single sermon.  John Wesley had a separate room in his home just for prayer.  The guide to the old home said: "This little room was the powerhouse behind Methodism.”  Fanny Crosby said she never attempted to write a hymn without first spending considerable time in prayer.  She wrote over 8000 songs!  Gen. George Washington was overheard in the woods at Valley Forge praying, with tears streaming down his cheeks.  The farmer who overheard him went home and said “George Washington will succeed!  George Washington will succeed!  The Americans will secure their independence!”  What makes you think so, dear?”  asked his wife.  He said:  “I heard him pray out in the woods today and the Lord will surely hear his earnest prayer.”

            Often the key to greatness of any person is their devotedness to prayer and their sensitivity to the Spirit as He answers!

II.  THE MIXED MULTITUDE:  V.63-65

NOTE:  From verse 7 on in this 7th chapter we have a listing of the names and numbers of those who returned from captivity.  When we get to v.63 we see a problem surface.   Most Jews did NOT return when they could have.  They had settled down in the world of the heathen.  (How like today who prefer this world to heaven or like the carnal believer who prefers things of the flesh over things of the Spirit.)  The genealogies were important for two reasons: to distinguish the true from the false (for inheritance purposes and, as we shall see, for the priesthood, and to keep the line of Messiah pure.

A Polluted Priesthood:  v.63-64

Here we have some Levites who were priests who decided to disobey the strict Mosaic code and marry outside the nation.   They were like so many today who want God’s blessings, but who refuse to obey God’s Word.

There are no extraneous or redundant principles or rules in the Bible.   To disobey them always brings disappointment and disqualification.   We need to simply believe and obey the Word, realizing that it is for our benefit and blessing to do so and to fail to do so brings heartache.

ILLUS:  There are parents here who ignore God’s instruction concerning the love and discipline (they go together!) of children, who will find out too late the heartache. There are husbands and wives here who disregard God’s order in the home and will find out later that they have created a hell-on-earth instead of a heaven and haven on earth. There are children and young people here who disobey the Scripture and will reap what they sow in a wrecked and ruined life and will marry the wrong person later on and will be sorry…but too late!

A Powerless Priesthood:  v.65

The “Tirshatha” was the Chief Governor, viz. Zerubbabel (cf. v.7);  Nehemiah worked under him.

The “Urim and Thummim” (meaning “lights and perfections” or perfect illumination) was the means the priests used to ascertain the will of God for a person or the nation;  it was symbolic of God’s power and presence.

ILLUS:  It is interesting that there is never another mention of this Divine Oracle after Israel’s sin of idolatry, which brought about their captivity.  (Of course we too are left without a Urim and Thummim, but we have both the internal indwelling Spirit and the external Word of God, to guide us.)

Prophetic gifts were associated with the use of the Urim and Thummim; the Priest would tell forth God’s will to the people.

III.  THE CONSECRATED CONGREGATION:  v.66-73

A Dedicated Leadership:  “…the Tirshatha”

Zerubbabel led the first captives back into the land. He first rebuilt the Temple altar and reestablished the daily sacrifices.  He set the example for his people by giving a large sum to the Temple treasury.  v.70

4.   With the team of great leaders of Zerubbabel, Nehemiah and Ezra, God could and would bless His people once again.

Next “some of the chief of the fathers” gave their offerings.  V.70a,71

ILLUS:  Note that not ALL of the “chief of the fathers” gave, only “some” of them.  How sad when God’s people miss out on the blessings of giving!          

     Speaking of being miserly: at Graham, N.C., Magistrate Chas. W. Jones performed a wedding.  The groom asked what the fee was.  “Oh,” responded his honor, “whatever you think it’s worth.”  The groom handed him a quarter.  Just as solemnly the magistrate reached into his pocket and gave the groom 15 cents change!

              One man hid a fortune in a cave he dug in his basement.  It had a spring latch and he turned up missing.  The new owner of the home was doing some remodeling years later and discovered the cave and all the wealth.  The man had eaten part of the candle next to his body and the flesh from both arms.  His fortune did him and no one else any good in life.  Learn the grace of giving while you’re living, then you’re knowing where it’s going!

A Generous Followship:  v.72  “…and the rest of the people gave…”

ILLUS:  Dr. Steve Hays said at the men’s retreat: “When God calls leadership, He also calls followship.”  Godly leaders should set the example for their followers in dedication, obedience, sacrifice, faithfulness and service.  

Note that the amounts are listed!  (Perhaps we should do the same in the Church bulletin each week! ()

Our church financial secty. keeps a record of our giving, but, more importantly the Lord is keeping records.

CONCL:  “IT’S NOT JUST NAMES and NUMBERS” in the ministry.  Praise the Lord for the godly men and women who serve faithfully, but God is more concerned with the quality of the service than the quantity.  He is more impressed with godliness than with numbers; with faithful service than with position.  How are you doing?

“…THAT THEY MAY BE ONE”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 8:1-6

THESIS:  To show that true biblical unity comes from God’s Word and sound doctrine.
INTRO:  A.  Jesus prayed in Jn. 17 in the real “Lord’s prayer”: “that they may be one.”  He wasn’t praying for some organizational unity, but rather the unity which comes as a result of the new birth.  

ILLUS:  This week I was driving by St. Francis Cabrini RC church and saw the words on their sign: “…that they may be one.”   Of course the unity they were hinting at was unity with “mother church” viz, the RCC!  This has nothing whatsoever to do with the unity Jesus was praying for.  Recently the Pope met with the Dalai Lama and leaders of the major religions of the world: Christianity, Islam and Judaism to work toward “unity.” The Bible asks: “Can two walk together except they be agreed?”  Can Christianity have any agreement with Judaism, for example, which denies that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah?! Can the Arab Islam and the Jewish religion have any common ground when they make opposite claims as to their inheritance and have different “sacred scriptures?”




B.  As we will see in this message, it is God and His holy Word which produces true spiritual unity and there can be no real unity among believers nor any real spiritual revival apart from the inspired, innerant scriptures.

I.  THE PEOPLE OF GOD…  v.1a,2b,3b   “…as one man”  v.1a

…Demand the Word of God:

1.   The men, women and older children assembled to hear God’s Word. V.2b, 3b

ILLUS:  This may speak to the “age of accountability” controversy.  Only those children who were able to understand were permitted in the assembly.

              This great assembly may have been the largest ever gathered to hear God’s Word.

Not only did the people demand the Scriptures, but they demonstrated their desire to obey them by their attitude of reverence for them.  “were attentive…”  v.3c  V.5b shows again the reverence they had for the Word, for when the Bible was opened, “all the people stood up.”                      



ILLUS:  Our attitude and attentiveness in services speaks volumes regarding our reverence or lack of it for God’s Word.

Note also where they gathered:  “the water gate,” which is certainly more than just coincidental, as the Scriptures speak of the “water of the Word.”

NOTE:  Oh that the people of God today would have such respect, reverence and attentiveness to the Word of God!
II.  THE WORD OF GOD…   v.1b,2a,3,6 

A.  …Arrests The People of God:  v.3c  “…morning until midday (for 7 days!)…all the people were attentive unto the book…”

ILLUS: In our fast-food, fast paced, Reader’s Digest, pre-packaged, microwave society, it is difficult for us to contemplate what is taking place in this text.  Who has the time (or the inclination) to sit and listen to what God has to say for 70 minutes, let alone 7 days?  Who could possibly be attentive to God’s Word while standing for 6 hours each day?  Today an hour of preaching is an ordeal for most people, even though these same people will sit through a 3 hour movie, TV program or sports event and applaud if a game goes into extra innings…

           In Spurgeon’s day a 2 or 3 hour sermon was often the norm.  Paul apparently preached “until midnight” on at least one occasion.  Our appetite for spiritual things has diminished and our appetite for carnal or worldly things has increased.

“the book of the law…” speaks of the 5 books of Moses, plus all others to that time, no doubt.  The term “law” suggests a duty to obey; it is binding; since all of God’s Word is just that, it is all binding upon the people of God.   When the Word is read and expounded, there should always be a response on the part of God’s people.

Note the response in v.6;  the people praised and worshipped.   They lifted up their hands, bowed their heads and worshipped with their faces to the ground.
ILLUS:  This would all probably be deemed fanaticism today, except in Charismatic circles.  (Maybe we could learn from them!?)  Perhaps some loud Amens would be in order.  Maybe a little clapping, verbal praising, lifting hands would get us excited again about spiritual things.  We have so run from “wild fire” we have no fire!  In our services it is only the preacher, not the people, who does the shouting, and then he had better be careful or he will lose the more “respectable, dignified” crowd.

III.  THE MAN OF GOD…  v.1c,2a,4a,5a,6a (cf. v.8)

…Expounds the Word of God:

ILLUS:  There seems to be an order here; first the people of God, then the Word of God, then the man of God.  It is the people of God who are charged with responsibility of hearing, obeying and even preserving the Word of God.  It is the Word of God itself which brings conviction and changes the people of God.  It is the man of God who declares the Word of God to the people of God.  

1.  Ezra is mentioned here in Nehemiah for the first time, though he has been preaching for some 13 years at this time.




   a.  Ezra is first called “the scribe.”  V.1b

ILLUS:  Many believe that Ezra was responsible for organizing the OLD TESTAMENT canon of Scripture. 

b. Ezra is also called “the priest”  in v.2a, meaning he was a direct descendent of Aaron and therefore able to act as a mediator between God and man in behalf of the people of God.

c. Most importantly here Ezra is the preacher, i.e., he expounds the Word of God.  V.8 

d.  Ezra mounts his throne: “a pulpit of wood” (v.4a) which the people of God had made for the 

man of God to preach the Word of God; this pulpit was elevated so the Word of God would be elevated.
ILLUS:  This is expository preaching at its best.  This preaching does not originate in the mind of man, but in the Word of God.  Topical messages have their place, but the preaching which makes the Word intelligible is expository preaching.  It exalts God and His Word.  It deals, in the long run, with every doctrine in Scripture.  It prevents the preacher from riding a hobby horse or preaching his “pet” themes.  It is looked down on today, but the truly great preachers of the past were expository preachers who took a text and expounded it and then applied it.  Spurgeon was a master at “giving the understanding” of a passage of Scripture.

CONCL:  Oh that THE PEOPLE OF GOD would DEMAND THE WORD OF GOD today and that THE WORD OF GOD would ARREST THE PEOPLE OF GOD and that MAN OF GOD would EXPOUND THE WORD OF GOD.  It is only then that we will have true unity and Jesus’ prayer “…THAT THEY MAY BE ONE” would become a reality.  

             The Word of God must be the means used to unify the people of God.  The man of God must teach and expound the Word of God.  Nothing less will produce revival among the people of God.

 “HOLINESS = HAPPINESS”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 8:7-12

THESIS:  To show that true joy and happiness come from repentance and holiness.

INTRO:    A.  God’s Word obeyed brings blessing.  God’s Word ignored or disobeyed brings blight.  The Word of God is the focus of this chapter.  The work has been completed, now the Word is read.  The physical achievements led to spiritual hunger.

This chapter describes the perfect church gathering:

The people demanded the reading of Scripture.

The people gathered to hear the Word; men, women and children.

The people were attentive to the Word – for hours at a time.

The preacher mounted an elevated pulpit built for the purpose.

The people stood in honor and reverence to the Word as it was read and explained.

The people shouted their agreement to the Word (“Amen, amen!”).

The people praised the Lord and worshipped Him Who gave the Word.

The people were smitten with conviction when they heard the Word.

               B.  Years before, God called another assembly and had ½ of the 12 tribes represented on Mt. Gerizim and the other ½ on Mt. Ebal to recite before the people the blessings which would follow obedience to the Word and the curses on the people if they ignored or disobeyed the Word.  (Deut.27,28).

Deut. 27:12-13

These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:  And these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

               C.  A thousand years had passed and the people had become idolatrous and ignored God’s Word.  They found that the curses of Mt. Ebal had indeed come to pass.  They had been homeless, in poverty, had their women raped, their men had become slaves, and women had even eaten their own children!   God had turned His back on them.  Now some had returned to their homeland and under Nehemiah, Ezra and Zerubbabel the temple and the walls of the city had been rebuilt.  But something was still missing.  There was no peace, satisfaction or joy.  They turn back to God and His Word.

I.  THE PREACHERS:  v.7,8,9a  “gave the sense…”

A.  “Also…”  v.7-8

NOTE:  It wasn’t just Ezra, but a group of interpreters and teachers, who helped “give the sense…” of the Scripture which was being read.   Perhaps the man of God would read a portion of the Word and the “preachers” would meet with groups to explain the Scripture passage.  Some 13 individuals are mentioned, plus “the Levites…”  v.7   It was this illustrious group of preachers who helped the people to “understand the reading.”   V.8

The sheer numbers of people demanded help.  The language barrier created by their disobedience and captivity, demanded help.  The spiritual lethargy created by years of ignoring the Word and idolatry, demanded help. 

ILLUS:  People leave the Lord, the church and the Word and come back and don’t have a clue as to what has been going on in those months or years.  Others have surpassed them spiritually.  The preacher has been helping people to grow spiritually and in the knowledge of the Word.  The backsliders have been in a spiritual “time warp” and can never really catch up.  Oh the tragedy of wasted years!

“Nehemiah…Ezra…Levites…”  v.9a

God specifically records the names of these great men of God.  Praise the Lord for some who “stay by the stuff” when others abandon the faith!  Thank God that He always has a remnant who stay faithful; they are the only hope for the spiritual survival of the people of God.

II.  THE PRONOUNCEMENT:  v.9b-11  “…the joy of the Lord”

First Repentance – Then Joy:  v.9b

ILLUS:  The people’s initial response to the Word was one of mourning, tears and repentance.  This is as it should be.  The old “two-edged sword” slashes and tears into the very soul of the believer, convicting and converting.  The object is not to bring discouragement or depression, but repentance and revival!  

              Too many “revivals” and “Bible conferences” end with the people stirred and blessed, but not obeying what they have heard.  Joy only comes with obedience.
Repentance is not to be an end, but a new beginning.  Revival begins with tears and is followed by great joy.   The preachers pronounce the day to be holy, i.e, special, and that it is to be a day of great joy and blessing.  The time for tears is over, the time for rejoicing has begun.

First Holiness – Then Happiness:  v.10-11

The time of sorrow is over, the time for joy has arrived.

The time of fasting is over, the time for feasting has come.

ILLUS:  Revival starts with tears and results in “the joy of the Lord…”  God’s people can never be happy until they are holy!   They must first repent, then they can rejoice.  They must first be convicted before they can be content.  They must first be clean before they can be cheerful.  Holiness precedes and produces happiness!

III.  THE PRODUCT:  v. 12  “…great mirth”

Enjoyment:

First they enjoyed the Word. “because they had understood the words…”  Then they enjoyed themselves.  “to eat…to drink…great mirth…”  Again, the correct response to the Word of God brings great joy!  Because of our old nature we deny ourselves the only true happiness, which is spiritual, because we feast on the wrong things.

ILLUS:  Of course there are restrictions in the Word for the believer, but if we believe God is our Father and Jesus is our Savior, we know in our hearts that He only desires the best for us.  He WANTS us to be happy, joyful and rejoicing.  He only wants to remove from us those hurtful and harmful things from our lives, which the old nature craves.  We need to learn that obedience is best for us and will produce strength, via the “joy of the Lord.”  Only those who have experienced the new birth can also experience “great mirth.”  The “joy of the Lord” never comes to Satan’s children!  Only holiness produces happiness!
Sharing:  

The time of selfishness is over, the time for sharing has come.  “…send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared…”  v.10b   When you are blessed you will desire to share your blessing with others. “the people went their way to eat and to drink, and to send portions…”Their own enjoyment was increased when they began sharing with others.  The preachers had made sharing a prerequisite to their own festivities.   Sharing is a measure of true spirituality – whether we are talking about soul-winning, or giving a word of praise or taking a meal to a shut in.

CONCL:  If you don’t have anything to share it is because you have missed God’s blessings.  If you aren’t happy, it is because you aren’t holy!  “HOLINESS = HAPPINESS!

“GREAT GLADNESS!”

(THE FRUIT OF REVIVAL)

TEXT:  Nehemiah 8:13-18

THESIS:  To reveal the fruit of revival.

INTRO:  A.  The reason for so many sad-faced, discouraged, depressed, stressed-out Christians is due to a lack of revival.  THE FRUIT OF REVIVAL is “GREAT GLADNESS.”  (v.17b  “And there was very great gladness.”)  Are you tired of being sad, down, unhappy, having no joy?  Why not try revival?  You say “I would, if I knew how.”

ILLUS:  Gypsy Smith was asked how to start a revival.  He said:  “Go home, lock yourself in your room, kneel down in the middle of your floor.  Draw a chalk mark all around yourself and ask God to start the revival inside that chalk mark.  When He has answered your prayer, the revival will be on.”

              R.A. Torrey said:  “I can give a prescription that will bring a revival to any church or community or any city on earth.  First, let a few Christians get thoroughly right with God…This is the prime essential.  If this is not done, the rest that I am to say will come to nothing.  Second, let them bind together in a prayer group to pray for a revival until God opens the heavens and comes down.  Third, let them put themselves at the disposal of God for Him to use as He sees fit in winning others to Christ.  That is all!”

            “This is sure to bring a revival to any church or community.  I have given this prescription around the world.  It has been taken by many churches…and in no instance has if ever failed; and it cannot fail!”

            The “Great Awakening” in America which became evident when Jonathan Edwards preached “Sinners in the hands of an angry God” really began 3 days earlier when Edwards fasted and prayed and refused to sleep.  He prayed again and again “Lord, give me New England!”  Also some believers in the vicinity had become alarmed that God was passing them by while He was blessing others.  So they met on the evening before the sermon - and spent the entire night in agonizing prayer.  The rest is history.  “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”  Ps. 30:5b




B.  The time of conviction and weeping was over, the time of feasting and joy had begun.  Revival had begun in Israel under Nehemiah and Ezra’s ministries.  The Word of God had been read for hours and the people had responded with praise and a desire to do right…

I.  A GREAT GATHERING:  V.13

God’s Man Preaches:  (Devout Study)

On the first day the men of God read and preached the Word of God to the people of God and the result was revival.   On the second day the preachers  (“the chief of all the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites…”)  report to the man of God to get further instruction.  

Here “God’s man for this hour” instructs the leaders of the people more thoroughly in the Scriptures, so they in turn can instruct the people. There is a sincere desire on the part of the leaders and the people to know and do God’s will.

II.  A GREAT DISCOVERY:  v.14-15

God’s Word Convicts:  (Sincere Openness)

It wasn’t that the Word of God was lost, but that it had not been being Read; as someone has said:  “The Bible is too much on the shelf, too little in the hand.”

When they read and studied it, they discovered what their neglect had produced:  a lack of joy.

ILLUS:  Lack of joy in the believer’s life can always be attributed to a famine of God’s Word.  In v.10, after hours of reading the Word of God, Ezra reminds the people that  “the joy of the Lord is their strength.”  Ezra knew that a famine of God’s Word also produced a famine of joy.  

They were apparently led to read and study Lev.23, 24 re: the Feast of Tabernacles (or the “Feast of Booths”).  Or maybe Ezra directed them to this passage knowing they had neglected this feast for years, “…since the days of Jeshua”  v.17b

ILLUS:  The Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths), commemorated the deliverance from Egypt when Israel had been set free from slavery and had to dwell in temporary dwellings.  It was a fun-filled victory celebration.

III.  A GREAT RESPONSE:  V.16-17A

God’s People Obey:  (Earnest Obedience)

While there may be some joy in hearing the Word of God, there is greater joy in obeying it!

ILLUS:  Some link lack of joy and gloom to any restriction God places on His people, so they associate anything but joy to obedience to the Word of God.  Not so!  God only places restrictions on His people for their benefit.  Also, there are more Feasts than fasts in the Bible for God’s people!

The people immediately respond by gathering branches and leaves to build huts or “booths” on their roofs, in the courts, etc.

ILLUS:  It is difficult for a Gentile to describe this festive event or to understand it.  It was a Feast time, a great holiday for the people, when they didn’t work any more than necessary (“no servile work”).  It was a mini-vacation.  It was like “camping out” for 7 days.  It was a time of fellowship, enjoyment, merriment, singing, rejoicing, praising and thankfulness.
IV.  A GREAT GLADNESS:  v.17b

God’s People Rejoice: (Reverent Joy)

There is a wonderful euphoria produced by obedience.  The passage doesn’t just say “great gladness” but superlative gladness, i.e., “VERY great gladness.”

ILLUS:  God’s people can rejoice in their redemption, but there is so much more to the Christian life.  We need to learn to be obedient and then we can reap “THE FRUIT OF REVIVAL” and experience “GREAT GLADNESS!”  God can turn our tears into triumphs, our hurts into happiness, our trials into tiaras, our burdens into blessings and our failures into fruitfulness.  There should be no such thing as a discouraged Christian – if he or she is an obedient Christian.  There should be no such thing as a joyless believer – if he or she is an obedient Christian.  (Even the disobedient Christian has much for which to praise the Lord, but the real benefits come when we get back in fellowship with the Lord and His people.
V.  A GREAT HUNGER:  v.18

God’s Word Penetrates:  (Increased Appetite)

ILLUS:  “Increase of appetite grows by what it feeds on.”  How many like cashew nuts?  If you eat one or two, you will want more!  I am an addictive personality.  If I find something I like I will eat it again and again.  The more I eat it the more I want.  This is the way God’s Word should affect the believer.  In 1 Cor. Paul is complimenting a man by the name of Stephanas and his household.  He says “…they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.”  They began to obey the Word of God and serve the saints and their appetite for service increased.  The Word of God had penetrated their hearts.  

For seven days Ezra read the Word of God to the people and for 7 days the people rejoiced.   The people’s appetite for spiritual things had been renewed and they were enjoying themselves again.

CONCL:  “GREAT GLADNESS” is “THE FRUIT OF REVIVAL!”  Revival is the result of hearing and obeying the Scriptures.  What will your response be?
“YOU CAN’T LIVE ON THE MOUNTAINTOP”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 9:1-4

THESIS:  To show that the normal experience of the believer is to always have joy, but to not always live on the mountaintop.
INTRO:  A.  While visiting Denver, Colorado I decided to drive to Pike’s Peak.  I drove as close to the summit as possible and walked to the overlook for a spectacular view.  It was breathtaking, aesthetically and literally!  The air was so rarified that I began to stagger and literally had to hold on to a post to keep from falling down the mountain.  It was a beautiful place, but I couldn’t have possibly have lived there.

              B.  The believer is permitted to make visits to spiritual peaks in his or her life, but soon finds the reality is that “YOU CAN’T LIVE ON THE MOUNTAINTOP.”   Praise the Lord there will be mountaintop experiences which are exhilarating and heady, but in our day to day existence we need something more than thrills, excitement, goose-bumps, and a rush.  We must actually live down in the valley or at least on the plains of spiritual reality.  

ILLUS:  That’s the problem with the Charismatic movement.  Every service is designed to whip the people up into some sort of spiritual frenzy.  And that’s fine while they are in the auditorium.  The problem is that they must soon leave that protective atmosphere and the excitement and go out the doors to the real world with its trials, temptations, and day-to-day boredom and mundane chores.  It is in the valley or on the plain that we need something more than choruses and artificial excitement.  We need a close walk with the Lord.  

             This is what the nation finds out under Nehemiah and Ezra…

I.   FROM FEASTING TO FASTING:  v.1

Down from the Mountain of Fullness to the Valley of Deprivation:

They had just had a wonderful, exciting 7-day vacation from everyday chores and responsibilities.

They had celebrated 7 fun-filled days of “camping out” in their booths and feasting on the best foods and enjoying themselves.

3.  Those 7 days passed all too quickly and they went from feasting to fasting; the Bible says Israel “assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them.”

ILLUS:  They had no doubt worn their most festive garments, played the most joyous music, sang, danced and shouted together during the Feast of Tabernacles for 7 days.  Now all had changed.  Reality had set in.  The enormity of their sin and God’s subsequent judgment weighed heavily upon them.  It was a time for repentance and tears and seeking forgiveness.  They changed from the bright clothing of feasting to the drab clothing of fasting.  They went from merriment to mourning.  Casting dust or “earth” on the head and rending the garments was supposed to be an outward expression of their inward state of defilement and sorrow for sin.

              For NEW TESTAMENT fasting, compare the statement of our Savior when His disciples asked Him about fasting, in Matthew 9:14-15.

Seasons of revival last all too briefly, but they are seldom joyous experiences – at least at first;  repentance, humiliation and cleansing precedes any real closeness to the Lord.  Israel had heard the Word of God and rejoiced by observing the Feast Days, now they become painfully aware of the sin that brought them into captivity and they begin to fast and confess their sins.

II.  FROM CHEERFULNESS TO CONFESSION:  v.2,3b

Down from the Mountain of Praise to the Valley of Introspection:

Step #1 = separation; only true Israelites gather themselves for this solemn occasion since the sin was on the nation alone.

Step #2 = confession; for 3 hours (“1/4th part of the day”!) they confessed their sins and “the iniquities of their fathers.”

They realized that it was the sins of their forefathers, viz., idolatry, which had brought them into captivity.   They also realized that they had also been guilty of following their fathers in the same and even worse sins.

ILLUS:  We are never excused from our sins because we imitated someone else.  We will never be able to excuse our backsliding by saying we were just doing what everyone else was doing.  We are responsible for ourselves and our own actions.  Also it usually follows that if we imitate someone else’s sins, we will go farther than they did, and we are actually more guilty because we should have learned from others mistakes.   Sin compounds!

True revival always brings conviction of sin first and a genuine sorrow for those sins, along with deep repentance.  To confess sins for hours reveals a deep introspection - a searching evaluation of anything and everything which may have offended the Lord.

ILLUS:  Perhaps it would do us good to set aside some specific time to just search our hearts and begin to confess large and small offenses and sins.  Perhaps the Israelites discussed what they had done to be sure there were no secret or hidden sins.

              An interesting study is to go through the Bible and see what specific sins are listed there.  You may be surprised how many you have committed.  Then of course, there are those sins unique to our day and age, thought the principles are the same, e.g., TV, videos, the internet, pornography, drug addiction, etc.

III.  FROM CELEBRATION TO ADORATION:  v.3

Down from the Mountain of Thanksgiving to the Plain or Worship:

We are to live neither on the mountaintop nor in the valley.

We are to live on the plains of praise, worship and genuine piety.

There needs to be a stability in our spirituality.   Circumstances (negative or positive) should not interfere with our walk with the Lord.  We need to learn to enjoy the mountaintops and learn to benefit from the valleys, but we should dwell on the plains of praise and worship.  We need to shout, sing and praise the Lord and enjoy His blessings in the good times, and we need to learn to praise Him and trust Him in the valleys no matter how dark it may appear, but we need to have a consistency in our daily walk with Him in normal circumstances which is genuine. Only a daily confession of sins and keeping a short account with the Lord and maintaining our fellowship with our spiritual family will accomplish this.   We also need to constantly be in His Word, just as Israel balanced their day of confession with hours of reading the Scriptures.  V.3a

CONCL:  “YOU CAN’T LIVE ON THE MOUNTAINTOP” but you can live as if you were on the mountaintop!  You do this by a consistent fellowship with the Lord in a daily devotional life which includes Bible study, prayer, confession and praise as well as a clean lifestyle.  

“WHO DOES GOD THINK HE IS?”  - I

TEXT:  Nehemiah 9:5-10

THESIS:  To show how God reveals Himself to His people.

INTRO:  A.  The walls of Jerusalem had been rebuilt and the people rejoiced.  Then the Word of God was read and the people repented of the sin which led to their captivity and the destruction of their Temple, city and homes.  They had bowed themselves, fasted and prayed before the Lord.  Now the Levites instruct them to stand up and praise the Lord.  In v.5b they are told to praise the Lord and bless His glorious Name. 

               B.  Then in v.10b it says the Lord “didst get (Him) a Name…”  It is through the names of God that we get to know Him.  Again and again He reveals another attribute of His Person through a Name.  We also get to know Who He is by those attributes and by His actions.  This passage answers the question “WHO IS GOD?” by revealing what He has done and in the process He “get(s) a Name” for Himself…

I.  HE IS THE CREATOR:  V.6

The Architect:

It is emphatically stated that our universe is a product of design, not a cosmic accident.

ILLUS:  The so-called “Big Bang” theory of the origin of the universe is not only unbiblical, it is patently ridiculous and many scientists admit it.  An explosion only produces chaos, not order.  When you watch one of those building implosions on TV you don’t see a nicer, better building result, you see a pile of rubble.  

If it is the result of design, then the implication is that there was a Designer.Nehemiah tells us Who this Designer is.  

The Builder:

Included in God’s vast building program are “heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host (sun, moon, stars, galaxies, planets, nebulae, black holes and worm holes [if they exist]), the earth, and all things that are therein (dinosaurs, reptiles, insects, birds, mammals, critters and creatures of infinite variety), the seas, and all that is therein (whales, fish, coral, plant life, a multiplicity of creatures)!”

Humanly speaking, higher complexity argues for greater intelligence; why can’t we say the same concerning God’s creation of the universe?  From the simplest building blocks of life (neurons, protons, electrons to DNA and genes) to the most complex forms of life demanding fantastic specialization, who but God could have been the Designer and Builder?

The Preserver:

Whether we are speaking of creation of the universe or creation of the Bible, the Designer, Builder and Author of such creation is meaningless apart from preservation.   “Thou preservest them”  Because He is the Designer, Builder and Preserver, “all the host of heaven worships Him!”

ILLUS:  Even if He wasn’t the Redeemer and Savior He should be worshipped for being the Creator!

II.  HE IS THE CHOOSER:  v.7

The Selector:

In His sovereignty God chooses whom He will for specific tasks and for His mercy and grace.  Man’s only active roll in salvation or calling to service is submission, acceptance and obedience!

ILLUS:  Abram wasn’t looking for God; God was looking for Abraham.  He sovereignly chose him, for reasons known only to Him.  It is true that God does save and call those who are repentant, submissive and willing to obey, but the choice is exclusively His.

The Enabler:

Abraham went from being Abram (“father”) to being Abraham (“father of a great multitude”).   Abram was 99 yrs. Old when God promised him He would enable him to have a child; a human impossibility; but God’s calling is His enabling.

ILLUS:  Whatever He has called you to do or instructed you to do you CAN do!  He will enable you.  From singing to soul-winning, from preaching to praying, from studying the Bible to serving in the nursery, from being a bus captain to being a bus mechanic…if God has called you, He will enable you!

III.  HE IS THE COVENANT MAKER:  V.8

The Promiser:

He promised to give Abraham’s descendants the geophysical land of Palestine.

2.   He would do what He promised to Abraham, but many years later.


ILLUS:  God is never in a hurry!  He is times originator and therefore is not a slave to time.  God doesn’t wear a watch, but is always on time.  He doesn’t have a calendar, but He always adheres to His schedule.  His timing is always perfect.  He may place us on hold, but He can be counted on to keep His commitments.

IV.  HE IS THE COMPASSIONATE ONE:  V.9-10

The Watcher:  v.9a

The Lord watches over His people and sees their plight.

He is constantly aware of each of us and sees our need.

The Listener:  v.9b

The Lord hears our cries as He heard the cry of His people when they were being pursued by Pharaoh’s armies at the Red Sea.

The good news is that He doesn’t just hear our cries, but is capable of doing something about them;  He is omnipotent.

The Mover:  v.10

He not only sees us and hears us when in need, but responds to that need.

He is the prayer-answering God; the miracle-working God.

ILLUS:   When God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, He said that He would show to the house of Pharaoh that “I am the Lord.”  He said “The Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord” when He would lead them out of Egypt.   When he repeatedly came to Israel’s rescue, He said it was “that ye may know that I am the Lord.”  When He gave them the Law on Mt. Sinai, His introduction to the 10 Commandments was “I am the Lord thy God…”  He wanted them to know He was their God.

CONCL:  We know Who God is, because of what He has done, and what He has done has caused Him to “get a name” for Himself!  “WHO IS GOD?”  He is Who you need Him to be!  

“WHO DOES GOD THINK HE IS?” – II

TEXT:  Nehemiah 9: 11-21

THESIS:  To reiterate God’s faithfulness and forgiveness in the past to encourage the people.
INTRO:  A.  Nehemiah chapter 9 reviews the history of man and Israel from the creation to their present captivity and return to the Land.  The question is, why bother?  The answer is by reviewing God’s past faithfulness and forgiveness the people will be encouraged to trust the Lord in the present and future.  In fact the whole Bible is a record of God’s faithfulness and forgiveness and becomes an encouragement to His people to trust Him for the future.   God is not only faithful in providing for His own, but in spite of our sin, He is faithful in forgiveness!  Amen!

               B.  This review also reveals man’s depravity in spite of God’s goodness and mercy.  It shows that no matter what the Lord does for His people they are still bent on sin.  The cycle of sin, forgiveness and blessing repeats itself again and again in the history of man.  In answering the question “WHO DOES GOD THINK HE IS?” this chapter has already demonstrated that He is the Creator, Chooser (calling Abraham), Covenant-Maker and Compassionate One.  Now He will be revealed as the great Miracle-Worker, Law-Giver and Pardon-Dispenser…

I.   THE MIRACLE-WORKER:  v.11-12

Protection:  v.11

This verse proves that God not only knows the needs of His people, but He meets those needs.   This verse also shows that God is able to protect His people from their enemies and from whatever may be a threat to them.

ILLUS:  We may sometimes complain about some disease, trial, disaster or problem, but when we get to heaven, we will marvel at how God protected us from accident, injury, enemies and calamities again and again!  A recurring theme throughout the Bible is the prayer of God’s people for deliverance from their enemies, temptation, etc.  In the Psalms alone, some 22 times the writers ask for God to deliver them and provide protection for them.   

Direction:  v.12

Provision:  v.15, 21

II.  THE LAW-GIVER:  v.13-14

Legislation:  v.13

III.  THE PARDON-GRANTER:  v.16-20

Disobedience:  v.16-17a

TEXT:  Nehemiah 9:21-31

I.   CONFESSION OF MISTAKES and FAILURE:  v.26b,28a,29b,30b

Humiliation and Confession:  

Openness and Honesty:

II.  CHRONICLE OF MERCY and FORGIVENESS:  v.28b,30a,31,33

Justice Tempered With Mercy: 

Judgment Tempered With Grace:

TEXT:  Nehemiah 9:38-10:39

I.   SEPARATION: (FAMILY)  v.30

Family First!

II.   SABBATH-KEEPING:  (TIME)  v.31

Stewardship Of Life:

III.  SHEKELS:  (MONEY-PROPERTY)  v.32-39a

Commitment Of Possessions:

IV.  SERVICE:  (WORSHIP)  v.39b

Dedication Of Life

TEXT:  Nehemiah 11:1-3

I.  THE SETTLERS:  “…one in ten”  v.1b  

Defenders Of The City:  (Security)

II.  THE SACRIFICE:  “…willingly offered themselves”  v.2b

Riches For Poverty:

Comfort For Discomfort:

III.  THE SANCTION:  “…the people blessed all the men”  v.2a

Gratitude:  

Blessing:

TEXT:  Nehemiah 11
I.  THE INWARD (SPIRITUAL) MINISTRIES:  “priests…”  v.3  “singers…” v.22-23

The Primary Work:

The Preeminent Work:

II.  THE OUTWARD (PHYSICAL) MINISTRIES:   “Levites…”  v.16   “porters…” v.19

Subordinate To The Spiritual:

Essential To The Spiritual:  “oversight over the outward business of the house of God”  v.16

Love for the work of God.  

Love for the workers of God.

Love for the Word of God.

TEXT:  Nehemiah 12:43

day of praise for the completion of the walls and the city of Jerusalem.  V. 43 will be our text verse, but we will examine the details leading up to it in the chapter as well.  How did they get here?  This is a day of great revival and great praise to the God who had blessed them.  What is it that brought them to this great day of praise, thanksgiving and joy?

I.  JOY IS HEIGHTENED BY HARDSHIP:  V.27FF


A.  They Had Overcome Tremendous Odds:



1.  The world, the flesh and the devil had all conspired against success here.

          2.  Their enemies had harassed them and worked against them.




a.  But they had a God-called man who led them, prayed for them and worked with them.

b.  Most importantly they had a God in heaven Who loved them and desired to see them revived and successful.

c.  Now that they had seen Him respond to their need, overcome the odds and see them thru this ordeal in record time, they were full of joy.

ILLUS:  Joy should not be based only on accomplishment, though that will often increase our joy, but it should rather be unaffected by success or failure.  Our relationship with the Lord should be the source of our joy, not our circumstances.  In this situation Nehemiah had reminded the Jews that “the joy of the Lord is your strength,”  i.e., it was their walk with Him that would enable them to be successful, not the success itself which would bring them joy.  But now that they had success they were obligated to express their joy.


B.  They Had The Victory Over Their Enemies:

1.  After the hardships they had endured, what a great joy was theirs as they strolled upon the walls they had built.

2.  Because of their enemies they couldn’t even take off their clothing, except
to bathe, now the day of victory had arrived and the day of dedication was here at last; how sweet it was!

ILLUS:  Get the picture here.  Nehemiah had organized a victory march on the top of the walls.  Tobiah had said that if a fox walked on those walls, they would cave in.  Nehemiah assembles two companies of people (v.31),which were actually thanksgiving choirs, to march around the city  in opposite directions, meeting at the rebuilt Temple where they would sing, shout and sacrifice.  He had brought together the priests, Levites, rulers of the city and the people in unity to rejoice in this great achievement and to praise the Lord Who had made it a reality.

                 Every victory in the believer’s life should be an occasion of praise, thanksgiving and joy.  Every time we defeat our enemies (the world, flesh and devil) we should rejoice.  God should receive all the glory for every victory we experience.  



      Joy is heightened by hardship.  We should have joy all the time, but there is no sweeter joy than when we know the Lord has enabled us to have the victory.

II.  JOY IS STRENGTHENED WITH SACRIFICE:  V. 43A, 44-47

ILLUS:  The preparations had been made (the gathering and assembling of the priests, Levites, singers and musicians) v.1-26, then the purification of the walls, city, Temple and people (v.30), then the procession around the walls v.31, and finally comes the praise accompanied with sacrifices and a renewed commitment to financially sustain the work God had begun.  The two choirs met at the Temple and completed their dedication service with the offering of many sacrifices, great rejoicing, and loud singing and praise; so loud (v.42, 43) it was “heard even afar off.”  (How their enemies must have cringed at this victory celebration!)


A.  Note The Order:  (Preparations, Purification, Procession, the Praise)



1.  Sacrifice, then joy!



2.  It is when the people of God are revived that joy is greatest.



3.  Their revival is evident by their spirit of giving and sacrifice.

ILLUS:  It is rare when God’s people rejoice and are joyful at a time of sacrifice.  Usually when called upon to sacrifice we hear grumbling, not praise; complaining, not rejoicing.  But when our hearts are in tune with God, giving becomes a pleasure, not a pain!




These people had already sacrificed their loved ones and homes back in Persia, their time, talents and strength in building and defending these walls and now they are asked to sacrifice again. And they do so joyfully, because their hearts are revived.  And now they find that joy is strengthened by sacrifice!


B.  Note The Priority:



1.  They were dedicating the walls of Jerusalem and celebrating their completion.

2.  But they knew that the walls were only important because of what they housed, i.e., the House of God and the people of God!




a.  This is always the priority in God’s plan.




b.  His “house” is where He meets with His people and His people are the
 objects of His love.




c.  It is not brick and mortar, but flesh and blood He gave His life for!




d.  It should always bring great joy to His people to know of His great love!

e.  Note that the people got their priorities in order in relation to caring for those were called to serve the Lord full time.  v.44-47

III.  JOY IS POWERED BY PRAISE:  V.43B


A.  Singing:  v.27



1.  Other religions not only lack joy, but they lack joyful music.

         2.  Most simply chant, or sing in the minor key.

3.  Joy is powered by genuine praise; look at the faces of God’s people is worship as they praise the Lord in song and compare what you see with the merely religious crowd – no joy! 

B.  Instruments:  v.27,36



1.  Any truly dedicated instrument can be used to praise the Lord!

2.  If you doubt that, look at yourself or at others who once used their bodies, minds and lives to dishonor Him and now use them to honor Him.


C.  Shouting:  v.43

1 Chr. 15:28

28
  Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting, and with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries and harps. 

ILLUS:  It isn’t that God is deaf, but that man is!   That is to say that the unsaved need to hear us praise Him more than we do.  The enemies of Israel heard the Jews praising the Lord for their great victory.  This is as it should be.  Our unsaved loved ones need to see us rejoicing, praising and shouting and not complaining, griping and murmuring.  Then perhaps they would see we have something they don’t have.

You show me a Christian with the joy of the Lord, always finding something for which to praise Him and, in spite of circumstances, rejoicing, and I will show you someone whom the Lord can use to bring others to Himself!  The world needs to see a difference in God’s people!  Otherwise there is no need for them to consider the Gospel!

CONCL:  “JOY – DO YOU HAVE IT?  DO OTHERS KNOW ABOUT IT?!  That is the question.  Are you a joyous or complaining Christian?  Are you a rejoicing or grumbling saint?  Are you a praising or griping believer?  God can make you more joyful by sending some hardship your way, so you will be more appreciative; you could begin to sacrifice more so you could rejoice more; or you can power your praise by singing and shouting more.  It’s up to you. 

“HOW SOON WE FORGET”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 13:1-3

THESIS:  To show that backsliding is a natural condition if spiritual duties are neglected.

INTRO:  A.  God’s Word is like an old fashioned alarm clock.  An alarm clock will be faithful if we remember to set it and it will consistently awake us at the exact time.  The Bible will consistently alert us to spiritual dangers if we are faithful in reading it, and it will enable us to discharge our spiritual duties if we heed its alarm.

              B.  Nehemiah had gone back to Shushan in Persia and had stayed there for a long time.  When he returned to Jerusalem he found an appalling situation.  He immediately (“…on that day”) made the people read God’s Word anew, which they had failed to do in his absence.  Because of their failure they had backslidden, had forgotten the commitments they had made under his leadership when they had dedicated the walls and the city.  The glory days of duty, obedience, dedication and spirituality, accompanied with God’s blessings had departed…

I.   DISCOVERY:  (REVELATION)  V.1


A.  Returning To Neglected Duty:



1.  Backsliding is a natural consequence of neglected spiritual duties.

         2.  Backsliding occurred in Jerusalem when…  (6 principles of backsliding)




1.  …there was too much dependence on strong leadership.

ILLUS:  Strong leadership is a blessing, but dependence upon others for spiritual strength is detrimental to the spiritual health and well being of believers.  What happens when the “strong leader” falls or passes on?




2.  …there had been a disregard for Scripture.

ILLUS:  Neglect of Bible reading is usually the first sign of backsliding.  There are two times to read the Bible: when you desperately need direction, and when you think you don’t!  In other words, every day!




3.  …there was a failure to keep former commitments.

ILLUS:  Too often we casually commit ourselves to some spiritual obligation in church and as soon as we walk out the doors we forget the commitment.  People promise to give, pray, study, separate, clean up, etc. and soon slide back into their old ways.  There are two reasons you ought to come to the altar, according to Dr. Bob Gray: because God has spoken to your heart and because God has not spoken to your heart!



4.  …they had ignored signs of spiritual decay, esp. in the area of separation




5.  …they trusted in the flesh instead of on God’s promises.

ILLUS:  They failed to believe that God could supply husbands and wives for them and their children with the decimated population of Israel among their own people, so they resorted to violating the clear command of God against intermarriage.



6.  …they failed in the area of spiritual maintenance.

ILLUS:  The easiest way to backslide is to do nothing.  Backsliding is natural and easy and simply requires that we do nothing to prevent it.  To avoid it requires constant effort, vigilance and deter-mination and the application of biblical principles.




In order to get back to spirituality, commitments and to walk with God again, the first prerequisite was to return to the neglected duty of reading and obeying Scripture!

II.  DETOUR:  (REALIZATION)  v.2


A.  Remembering A Past Problem:

1.  Israel had to detour around the area occupied by the Ammonites and Moabites, way back in the Exodus, because they refused to let them pass.



2.  God doesn’t forget, as we often do, aggression against his people.

3.  A scriptural principle was laid down in Deut. 23, centuries before forbidding what Nehemiah found when he returned, viz., Ammonites and Moabite participating in Temple worship.




a.  We must not forget scriptural injunctions.

b.  It is always dangerous and detrimental to spiritual health to ignore God’s Word; there is a snowball effect.




c.  Neglect of separation on the part of God’s people always has disastrous results!

ILLUS:  Solomon ignored this principle and plunged the nation into civil war.  He married outside Israel and his wives led him and the nation into idolatry.  Today believers marry unbelievers and reap a life of misery.  Christians enter into business partnerships and end up with financial woes.  God’s people get involved in fraternal organizations (lodges, etc.) which are anti-Christian and ungodly and compromise their witness.

III.  DIVISION: (RETALIATION)  V.3


A.  Unmixing the Mixed Multitude:



1.  It is always more difficult to separate than to mix.

         2.  It is always harder to unmix than to mix, sometimes impossible.

ILLUS:  Ladies know that when they are mixing the ingredients of a cake into a batter, it would be impossible to separate those ingredients.  Israel here makes an effort, by separating the foreigners from the Jews.  But the problem arises with their children who are mixed and cannot be easily identified as being Jew or Gentile.  The ramifications of separation after mixing present complications which are nearly impossible to resolve.  It is better to stay separated and teach your children separation than to have to deal with the problems after the fact.

a.  It is sad that Nehemiah had to return to such deteriorated conditions in the spiritual life of Israel.

b.  How soon they had forgotten the blessings and victory and revival they had experienced under Nehemiah’s great leadership.

              c.  How soon they had forgotten the miracle of rebuilding the walls in record time.

              d.  How soon they had forgotten the blessing of victory over their enemies.

              e.  How soon they had forgotten the supernatural protection God had provided.

f.   How soon they had forgotten that the very people they were now yoked up with were those who had previously threatened their very existence.

g.   How soon they had forgotten the thrill and excitement which was theirs when they read the Bible for hours and praised the Lord for hours, day after day.

h.   How soon they had forgotten the powerful testimony they had been to their brethren still in captivity in Persia.

i.  How soon they had forgotten the privileged status they had enjoyed as God’s chosen people.

j.  How soon they had forgotten the songs of praise and rejoicing which was theirs as they were rewarded by God for their faithfulness.

CONCL:  “HOW SOON WE FORGET!”  the blessings of God, the time of refreshing and revival, the commitments we make, the answered prayers we have received, the victories we have achieved.  “HOW SOON WE FORGET” the sweet taste of victory, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, how God used us to win some precious lost soul to Him, the blessing we were in comforting someone…all when we walked with God.  How quickly we turn our backs on Him and forget our spiritual responsibilities.  Yes, too sadly… “HOW SOON WE FORGET!”
 “LET’S CLEAN HOUSE!”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 13:4-9

THESIS:  To show that sacred things must not be polluted.
INTRO:  A.  It’s amazing what we accumulate!  Clutter, useless gadgets, unused items, broken things, etc.  “When in doubt, throw it out!” would be a good motto.  Instead, we have yard sales, garage sales and block sales so someone else can buy our junk – so they can later have a yard sale!

               B.  That may be funny in a home, but when we are talking about our lives or the Church, it is not funny.  To allow junk and clutter in our lives as believers is not only wrong it is sinful.  To allow the dirty, profane or unholy to clutter the Church of Jesus Christ is sacrilege.  

               C.  When Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, after his trip back to Persia, he found that the revival underway upon his departure, had all but died!  He had left his brother in charge (cf. 7:2) and even though he was a faithful and godly man, did not have the leadership skills and gifts of Nehemiah.  (The people had relied too much on strong spiritual leadership instead of trusting in the Lord themselves.)   Things had deteriorated.  Backsliding is a slow but steady process, it is a slippery but gentle slope, not a sharp precipice.  What Nehemiah found when he returned was appalling.  Not only did he find the Ammonites and Moabites in the congregation, which was forbidden by God, but he found the avowed enemy of God firmly entrenched in the holy Temple itself…

I.  THE TREASURY POLLUTED:  V.4-7


A.  The Godly and The Ungodly:

1.  The Chief Priest, Eliashib, God’s servant and the devil’s agent, Tobiah, had made an unholy alliance, apparently through marriage.

         
2.  Tobiah – arch-enemy #1 – was given an apartment within the Temple itself!

3.  Tobiah is not only an alien, like the Ammonites and Moabites, but an enemy who had attempted to stop the rebuilding of the walls and the city and opposed the Temple and worship of God and would have killed the Jews if he could.




a.  Now he was the recipient of that which belonged to the priests and Levites  cf.  12:44

b.  Another suggestion is that the treasury was empty because God’s people were backslidden and stopped give

ILLUS:  It is amazing, but true, that God’s people will often support the very enemies of God;  ungodly works and ungodly men.  Christians take from the treasury of the local church and send their tithes and offerings to men and ministries which are either totally foreign or at least in competition with the local church; ministries which are lax in biblical standards, have social agendas, compromise the truth or even hold to false doctrine!


B.  The Holy and The Profane:



1.  Where were those revived under Nehemiah?  Cf. 9:1-3

          2.  Where are those protesting the profaning of the holy?

          3.  Why was this abuse permitted by those who knew better?

ILLUS:  Back in ch.10, v.32-39 there had been a commitment by the people to do right by God’s servants and take care of their physical needs by bringing their offerings into the storehouse in the Temple.  Instead a hated and avowed enemy of God and His people is living in that very storehouse!


C.  The Dedicated and The Polluted:

1.  A failure in a program of God, in this case offerings, does not permit leaders to pollute that which has been dedicated to God and His service.

ILLUS:  If the offerings are low, neither I nor the deacons, nor the congregation have a right to allow the church building or its facilities to be used by secular organizations to raise monies, etc.  We will not invite the Boy Scouts, the Lodge, or Red Cross or whatever – to use facilities dedicated to God’s service.  (When I took a church in N.Y., the entire basement of the church bldg. was used daily by the public school, because the “church needed money”!)
2.  In and of itself the buildings are not sacred or holy, but they have been dedicated to the Lord for His service.

Luke 6:2-4

And certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbath days? And Jesus answering them said, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did, when himself was an hungred, and they which were with him; How he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the shewbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not lawful to eat but for the priests alone? 

3.  The issue is usage; e.g., Jesus cleansed the Temple 2 times in His ministry because of improper usage; there was nothing wrong with selling sacrifices per se, but to make unfair profits and gouge the worshippers and to misuse the Temple property, dedicated to God and for prayer, was wrong, a pollution of that which was dedicated.

II.  THE TREASURY PURIFIED:  V.7-9


A.  The Enemy Is Ejected: v.7-8

QUOTE:  “There is nothing so cruel in the end as undue leniency in the presence of sin; there is nothing so kind and wise, all things considered, as the manifestation of righteous indignation against iniquity.”



1.  The duty of the godly:  “throw the bum out!”



2.  The power of right: to do right!

          3.  The affections of the righteous demand action!
a.  Unfortunately not every Eliashib has a Nehemiah to correct his follies and save his nation from the consequences of compromise and sin.

               b.  Nehemiah literally throws out the “household stuff” of Tobiah!

ILLUS:  No doubt when Tobiah heard that Nehemiah, his old nemesis, was back in town he began to get nervous.  He knew that godliness had great power and that he would be helpless to resist the leadership of this great man and that the people would back Nehemiah, even though Tobiah had hoodwinked Eliashib.   He probably began to pack his “stuff” and get ready to be evicted!




The testimony of the righteous should have a convicting effect on sin and sinners and even on the carnal and worldly!  We are supposed to be salt, not sugar!  We are supposed to be the light that chases the darkness, not cooperate with it.  Let’s be on constanty alert and do right:  “LET’S CLEAN HOUSE” regularly!


B.  The Chamber Is Cleansed:  v.9a

1.  Now that Nehemiah has “taken out the trash” (including Tobiah!) the premises must be cleansed and rededicated!

2.  Perhaps Nehemiah called upon Eliashiband the priests to do the honors!  This would have been ceremonially proper and a rebuke to his sin.

3.  Maybe Tobiah didn’t bring his idols into the Temple, but it needed cleansed simply because the property was not being used properly and had been defiled by his presence.


C.  The Treasury Is Restored:  v.9b

1.  What a great day!  God’s house was clean again and being used for the purpose for which it had been rebuilt and dedicated.

         2.  Maybe the people sang the chorus: “Everything’s all right in my Father’s House!”

CONCL:  There needs to be a constant awareness of anything which would pollute that which has been consecrated and dedicated to God.  Let’s keep “His House” (our lives and the church) clean and if there are things which need cleansing: “LET’S CLEAN HOUSE!”  

“WHY IS THE HOUSE OF GOD FORSAKEN?”  or

“REVIVAL REVISITED”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 13:10-14

THESIS:  To show how God uses righteous leadership to bring revival.
INTRO:  A.  Without constant spiritual maintenance backsliding is automatic!  When Nehemiah returned from Shusan to Jerusalem he found that the people had neglected the things of God and the leadership had even profaned the house of God.  He had to “clean house.”  First came the separation of the ungodly Ammonites and Moabites from the congregation.  Then came the cleansing of the Temple and the removal of Tobiah and his “stuff.”  (What Tobiah couldn’t accomplish by trickery, treachery and turmoil, he did by infiltration, intermarriage and insistence.)

               B. In the passage before us two more duties need to be performed before the nation can have "REVIVAL REVISITED" - the rededication of the workers and the giving of the people.  Note the order: separation, cleansing, rededication and giving.     

ILLUS:  Nehemiah has learned that the Levites and other Temple workers had to work out in the fields as farmers because the people had not supported the ministry financially. (v.10) Thus they had neglected the Temple ministry and were exhausted.  No wonder Tobiah could live in a Temple treasury storeroom!  They were empty!  The people had stopped giving!  This was directly against what the people had promised to do before Nehemiah left. “We will not forsake the house of our God.”    This gave even more power to Nehemiah’s stinging question “WHY IS THE HOUSE OF GOD FORSAKEN?”   The answer is:

I.  BECAUSE THE WORKERS ARE NEGLECTED:


A.  They Are Out-Of-Place:  v.10-11a



1.  Because Nehemiah is absent.

ILLUS:  Nehemiah had promised King Atraxerxes that he would return when his work was completed.  He was simply keeping that commitment when he left Jerusalem.  But the King had given him permission to return and he was appalled at what he found when he returned.  The people had promised to support the full-time Temple workers, but when Nehemiah was gone, they backslid.             



2.  Because of the indifference and negligence of the rulers.

ILLUS:  Again and again (v.11,17 and 25) Nehemiah “contends” (chide, debate, complain, rebuke) with the people (and goes far beyond that in v.25!!).  Visualize the great Nehemiah going up against the lazy, greedy rulers and rebuking them for allowing God’s house to be forsaken!



3.  Because of the unfitness of the Chief Priest, Eliashib.

4.  Because of covetousness of the people (see Malachi’s rebuke about this time in Mal. 3:8, where he calls them God robbers).

ILLUS:  It is because of “God-robbers” in the church that preachers and their families starve, Christian school teachers have to work two jobs, and missionaries can’t get to the field or have to come home!

         5.  Because of the worldliness of the Levites.

a.  If their hearts had been in the work as should be expected, they would have found a way to stay at it.

b.  Backsliding is catching!  But there is no excuse for the leadership to
decline, and they are more accountable.  “Everything rises and falls on leadership.”


B.  They Are Put Back-In-Place:  v.11b



1.  Because of Godly leadership.



2.  Because of strong character.  “contended” with them”

          3.  Because of stubborn dogmatism.

ILLUS:  Right is always right and should be argued for, fought for and never compromised!  Truth is static.   Right never changes.  Conviction is unchanging.  Scriptural principles are immutable.  We need more men and women of God like Nehemiah who refuse to change, back down or quit!  Even or especially when the odds and the people are against them.



4.  Because of righteous principles.  “I gathered them together, and set them in their place!”

QUOTES:  “There is nothing so cruel in the end as undue leniency in the presence of sin; there is nothing so kind and wise, all things considered, as the manifestation of ‘righteous indignation’ against iniquity.”   --- Author unknown.  “An alliance with an enemy to keep peace always brings that enemy within the gates.” –Carl McIntire

II.  BECAUSE THE WORK IS NEGLECTED:


A.  Tithing Restored:  v.12



1.  One of the first evidences of spiritual indifference and declension is the cutting back in giving.

2.  Nehemiah finds that rebuilding the broken down walls was comparatively easy compared to rebuilding the spiritual values of a backslidden people.

3.  Nehemiah brings the people together again just as he had done when they were fighting the battle with Tobiah and Sanballat.

         4.  Now they are fighting the forces of sin and evil in their own hearts.

5.  The people begin to tithe again!  “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be                  also.”  (It’s always a matter of the heart!)

ILLUS:  The problem is the “muzzled ox syndrome.”  The Scripture says that the ox which treads out the corn (does the work) should not be muzzled, so he cannot partake of that which he works for.  He is to be justly rewarded.

1 Cor. 9:9                                                                           

For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 

1 Cor. 9:13

Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 


B.  Order Restored:  v.13

1.  Nehemiah appoints a priest, a scribe, and two other men who have been found “faithful” over the treasury.

a.  No doubt Nehemiah inquired among the people he trusted, or his brother, whom he had left in charge, as to who had tried to stay true to the Lord during his absence.

b.  Faithfulness one of the criteria he uses to give responsibility to certain men over the sensitive area of finances.

               c.  He also chose men of integrity and fairness who were to “distribute unto their brethren.”

ILLUS:  The newly cleansed chambers where the enemy Tobiah had lived were finally given back their proper use.  Music filled the halls of the house of God, and the chanting of the Levites would be heard once again in the Temple court.   “Everything’s all right, in my Father’s house…”




Nehemiah knows he has done well, so this mighty leader and man of prayer makes a request of His God in v.14.  There is nothing wrong with the expectation of reward for “service rendered” to the Lord.

                Every believer ought to desire the “well done” of the Master, the just “recompense of the reward,” that we would “be remembered by our God for good,” that we would be recorded in the “book of remembrance,” and that God will not be “unrighteous to forget our work and labor of love,” and to expect that God will reward every one according to his work.  

CONCL:   “WHY IS THE HOUSE (OR WORK) OF GOD FORSAKEN?”  Because the workers and/or the work are neglected!  Every believer must constantly be on guard so that this never becomes a problem here!  Make sure the workers are in place and the giving is consistent. 

“WHEN GOD IS FORGOTTEN…”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 13:15-22

THESIS:  To show that the Lord identified Himself and His people with the Sabbath and that lack of Sabbath observance was tantamount to forgetting the Creator.
INTRO:  A.  Every church I have been called to presented a challenge: my first student pastorate was a little run-down country church which wasn’t even a Baptist church when I came – it was when I left.  The second church was deeply in debt when I came – it wasn’t when I left.  The third church was split when I came – it wasn’t when I left.  This church was Calvinistic and dead, fundamental in doctrine and weak in practice when I came – it is alive and strong now.  It wasn’t my skill, expertise, or wisdom which made the difference, it was accepting the challenge and preaching and teaching the Word with an emphasis on soul-winning which God honored that made the difference!  To God be the glory!




 B.  When Nehemiah first came to Jerusalem, things were a mess!  But God used Nehemiah to kindle a revival.  When he left for a while and returned he found things in a terrible state.  But he accepted the challenge.   Revival was rekindled beginning with a cleansing of the Temple (the house of worship), moving to a restoration of the tithe (the expression of worship) and proceeding to a sanctifying of the Sabbath (the day of worship). 

TRANS:  The Lord had so identified Himself and His people with the Sabbath that lack of Sabbath observance was tantamount to forgetting the Creator.  Nehemiah recognized the profaning of the Sabbath as a time “WHEN GOD WAS FORGOTTEN…”

I.   PROFANING THE SABBATH:  


A.  Working On The Sabbath:  v.15

1.  Work is ennobling and commanded by God, but if all man does is work he soon forgets that God gave him the ability to work.

2.  Believers who work on the Lord’s Day regularly and fail to attend church services fail to honor the Lord who gave them the health to be able to work and they are in danger of forgetting God altogether.

ILLUS:  There is no such thing as a “Christian Sabbath” but the moral law of God (the 10 commandments) was given to Israel to remind them that one day in 7 belongs to Him, just as the tithe is a reminder that 1/10th of all man earns belongs to God.  It is as easy to forget God amidst blessings as to forget Him when the blessings are few…perhaps easier!   There are over 140 references to the Sabbath in the Bible and 52 references to the “seventh day” Sabbath.

Ex. 31:16-18


Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between me and the children of Israel forever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.  And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God. 



3.  Honoring God on one day in 7 is both a moral and spiritual obligation.


B.  Conducting Business On The Sabbath:  v.16

NOTE:  Perhaps it would be wise if believers conducted as little “business” on the Lord’s Day as possible; if for nothing else than to set an example for the ungodly that the Lord’s Day is special and belongs to Him!



1.  God set the example back at the very creation itself.

          2.  He “worked” creating everything in 6 days and rested on the Sabbath.

ILLUS:  It is interesting that even Bible rejecters recognize a 7 day week!  Why not an 8 day or a 6 day or a 20 day week?  But 7 is God’s number and He set the pattern of a 7 day week so man could never completely forget Him, as long as they have a calendar.  That’s why not giving God one day in 7 is the same forgetting the Creator and why it is so serious in God’s sight.

         3.  This was not done because God was tired, but as an example for mankind.

         4.  God then commanded Israel to follow His example and rest on the Sabbath.



5.  Those who deny a literal creation week, have to deal with the concept of Sabbath.

Ex. 20:8-12

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God givest thee. 

II.  SANCTIFYING THE SABBATH:  


A.  Starting At The Source:  v.17

1.  Since Nehemiah knows the principle that everything flows from the top, he contends with the nobles!

2.  Nehemiah is a leader, a godly example for the nobles and all others so he has moral integrity to demand that others follow him.

ILLUS:  How refreshing it would be to see morality injected back into our Govt. with moral leadership in place to set the example for the people.   There is a cynicism in the country and a complacency concerning politics because they have seen so little morality in Govt.  The politicians tell the people what they want to hear, and the people are just as responsible for demanding the leaders give them what they want instead of what they need!  Not so with Nehemiah!  He stood up to the leaders of his day and didn’t capitulate to the whims and wishes of the people!


B.  Energetic Exhortations:  v.18



1.  Nehemiah preaches against their Sabbath breaking practices.

2.  Nehemiah has the words of the prophet Jeremiah burning in his heart –God’s promise to Israel if they violated the Sabbath..

Jer. 17: 21-22,27

21
 Thus smith the LORD; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; 

22
  Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 

27
  But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched. 

3.  He also remembers the promise of the people themselves in ch.10, but they had forgotten their commitment and in the process had forgotten the Lord.

Neh. 10:31

31
And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the Sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the Sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every debt. 


C.  Spiritual Soldiers:  v.19

1.  Nehemiah not only makes rules but puts guards in place at the gates of the city against violations.

         2.  Rules are only as strong as the enforcement of them; otherwise they are meaningless.

NOTE:  All who claim to be Bible believers have an obligation not only to believe right, but to do right!

We must not only hold to sound doctrine, but be certain it is adhered to.  We must not only have standards of righteousness, but obey our standards.  Perhaps we need to post some spiritual soldiers at the gates of our hearts, minds and bodies to enforce what we believe.


D.  Determined Decrees:  v.20-22a

1.  After Nehemiah removed the offenders from inside the city walls, some continued to “hang out” just outside the walls to entice the people to break the Sabbath by purchasing their wares.  V.20

2.  He warns these who would tempt God’s people that if they showed up again he would “lay hands” on them!  v.21

3.  He then charges the Levites, the spiritual leaders, to cleanse themselves and then enforce his decrees.  V.22a


E.  Impassioned Petition:  v.22b

1.  This man of prayer again beseeches the Lord to bless him for what he has done to rekindle the revival in Jerusalem.  (What a balance: strength and spirituality!)

2.  He also pleads for God’s mercy for himself, revealing his humility and showing that he didn’t do any of this out of personal pride.

CONCL:  God is forgotten every time the believer fails in his moral and spiritual obligations.  We are given warning after warning in the Word of God about what will happen “WHEN GOD IS FORGOTTEN…”  When His principles and precepts are ignored, then He is forgotten and penalties soon follow and His work suffers.  Don’t forget God!

“THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNEQUAL YOKES”

TEXT:  Nehemiah 13:23-31

THESIS:  To reveal the consequences of unequal yokes for Israel and to make the applications for believers today.

INTRO:  A.  Nehemiah was shocked when he returned from Shushan to Jerusalem.

Not only had the enemy Tobiah moved into the treasury of the Temple and made it his living quarters, but the people had forced the Levites to find secular jobs because they had stopped tithing.  Then he also discovered that the Sabbath was being ignored and it was “business-as-usual” on that holy day.  If these things were not enough he found that the people had unequally yoked up with Gentile women in marriage.  

              B.  He had already dealt decisively with the previous problems, but now he would deal even more dramatically with this most sacrilegious practice.  Nehemiah recognized “THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNEQUAL YOKES” in God’s eyes, now he would teach the people what the consequences were to God’s chosen…

NOTE:  God had clearly demanded a separation between God’s people and the heathen pagans surrounding Israel.  Again and again He commanded the Israelites to maintain a separation from those around them and warned them of the consequences…
Ex. 34:15-16  

Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice;  And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods. 

Deut. 7:3-4

Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.  For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly. 

I.   MONGRELIZATION OF THE RACE:  v.23


A.  Jews With Gentiles - Strictly Forbidden 



1.  Israel was to be God’s chosen people. 

         2.  They were to remain pure and distinct from all others.

         3.  They were strictly forbidden to intermarry with the ungodly pagans around them.

        4.   They had only recently vowed not to do so.  Cf.  10:30

ILLUS:  Believers today are under a solemn obligation to not intermarry with unbelievers.  We too are to be “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people…”  1 Pet. 2:9

                  With Israel national purity was at stake.  God did not want his chosen people mongrelized.  He wanted them distinct from all other nations.  They were surrounded by unbelieving, idolatrous pagans who were there avowed enemies.   With believers today the Lord doesn’t want His faith mongrelized.  He doesn’t look kindly toward believers who yoke up with unbelievers and even warns us that if we wanted to be treated as members of His family, we must maintain separation from the ungodly.
2 Cor. 6:14-18
                                                                  


Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

II.  CORRUPTION OF THE LANGUAGE:  v.24


A.  Mixed Multitude – Children Affected:

1.  Nehemiah had been gone long enough for marriages to take place and babies born and old enough to learn to speak (some suggest 7 years).

         2.  They spoke a strange mixture of Hebrew and the language of their mothers.



3.  It was a dead giveaway to Nehemiah of Israel’s violation of their separate ness.




a.  “Ashdod” was a synonym for Philistine, Israel’s age old enemy.

b.  They had married Philistine, Moabite and Ammonite women and the children                   were Jewish half-breeds.

c.   The main mission of the Jewish people was to be a sanctified and separate people unto the Lord, to preserve His name and Word intact.

ILLUS:  Perhaps one reason the language was so critical was because Israel was the vehicle to pen and preserve for the world the eternal words of the Living God.  They were to be the custodians of the “oracles of God.”
Rom. 3:1-2

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

d. Believers today are warned that their children’s souls are placed in jeopardy when they marry outside the faith.

ILLUS:  Children produced in “unequal yoke” situations between a believer and an unbeliever have a diminished chance of becoming a believer compared to the children of two saved parents, even though the NEW TESTAMENT seems to teach that they have some advantage over the offspring of two unsaved parents.

III.  POLLUTION OF THE MESSIANIC LINE:  V.25-27


A.  Polygamy and Idolatry – Satanic Deception



1.  Nehemiah is extremely harsh in his denunciation of their intermarrying with the heathen.

IV. DESECRATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD:  v.28-31a 


A.  Violated Covenant – Sullied Holiness
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