MEN OF WAR & PRINCIPLES OF WARFARE
(A MESSAGE FOR CHRISTIAN MEN)

TEXT:  2 Tim. 2:1-5
INTRO.:  A.  God says that believers are to be soldiers – men of war!  We are in a battle with the world, the flesh and the devil.  God Himself is a “Man of war!”  

Exodus 15:3  The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name.

Unfortunately many Christian men to day are not men of war, they are just wimps – at home their wives are the Generals who make the decisions, handle the finances, dictate what they or the children wear, and administer discipline!  At work their co-workers intimidate them, they are afraid word might get back to their boss if they witness.  In the neighborhood they fear getting wounded (their feelings hurt if they are bold.  Boldness was that which characterized the early Christian soldiers).


 B.  Paul says that at the end of his life he had “fought a good fight!”  He was not a wimp, he was a warrior.  He admonishes us to “put on the whole armour of God…endure hardness as a good soldier of Christ…”  He further says “no man that warreth entangeth himself with the affairs of this life;  that he may please Him who had chosen him to be a soldier!”


 C.  In WW II the cowards were called “chickens” by the U.S. soldiers;  golden pheasants” by the Germans.  They were called “perfumed princes” in Vietnam.  As real soldiers they weren’t worth 15 cents on the dollar!  I call them wimps!  They are no more soldiers than the local gay hairdresser!
NOTE:  My “heroes” among the great military leaders of the world are Alexander the Great, Napoleon, Charlemagne, Robert E. Lee, Gen. Erin Rommel, Gen. George Patton.  Whether allies or enemies these men were great soldiers and leaders of men.  They lived by certain military principles which can be applied to men today who want to be true great Christian soldiers…
I.   PRINCIPLE #1:  QUALITY IS BETTER THAN QUANTITY:

A.  God, Like the Marines, is Looking for a Few Good Men:



1.  The Lord knows that not every man will be a good soldier of Christ.



2.  He knows that He will be able to choose a few from the many to do His work.

ILLUS.:  Lt. Gen. Nathaniel Bedford Forrest a Confederate soldier during the Civil War was asked about his military tactics to win a battle, he said:  “He who gets there the firstest with the mostest.”  The man who will win the battle will be the one who gets to the battlefield first and gets set up with the most quality troops.



1.  God wants the best to do His work.




2.  He wants to reward them at the J. S. of Christ with the Medal of Honor:  “Well done!”




3.  David’s “mighty men” are good illustrations of this group of soldiers.
NOTE:  There are over 70 (!) references of the term “mighty men” in the Bible.  In most cases are added the words “of valour!”   It takes courage to stand up to your wife when she wants to do something out of line with God’s will in your home.  It takes courage to stand up to your children when they want something all the other kids have.  It takes courage to stand up to your boss when he wants you to do something dishonest or unethical.
It takes Godly Christian women to stand up to the husbands who try to hinder their walk with the Lord.

II.  PRINCIPLE #2:  LEADERSHIP SETS THE STANDARD:

A.  In the Army Called the Church, Leadership is Paramount:



1.  First we have our Commander-in-Chief, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Hebrews 2:10  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

            2.  He is the greatest Leader any “grunt” could have!


3.  Then we have those He has appointed to lead the church, pastor-teacher.




b.  Bob Jones Sr. used to say, “One man and God make a majority.”



c.  Harold Sightler said, “No congregation will rise any higher than the pulpit.”




d.  Lee Roberson said, “Everything rises and falls on leadership.”



e.  Someone said, “Quality in the ministry, is dedication and faithfulness, not success or 




numbers.”
ILLUS.:  Very few in the church realize the heavy burden placed upon God’s man in the pulpit.  But when we ignore his counsel and preaching from the Word, we do so at our and our family’s peril.




  In the military in WWII Patton & Rommel were outstanding leaders because they didn’t hang around HQ area, but went out into the field of battle with their troops.  

                   The pastor must set the leadership in his personal life, home life and in the church!!!  But then it is up to the men in the church to back him and allow his example to order their lives and homes.  The preacher must discipline his children, keep his wife in line, set the standards in his home, lead the spiritual life and be sure his family get the best spiritual guidance and leadership possible.

                   (If there is no real saved man in any home, leadership will be transferred to the wife and mother in making the spiritual decisions, but that is not God’s order.  By the way ladies you need to go all out to win your lost husband to Christ.)

III.  PRINCIPLE #3:  ALWAYS TAKE THE HIGH GROUND

A.  The High Ground Gives the Victory:

ILLUS.:  The tragedy in the Korean War and the Vietnam War was that our “no win” policy led us into a quagmire where we would take the high ground and then have to give it back to the enemy.  On Pork Chop Hill in Korea, we took the high ground again and again, and then were forced to give it back to our enemy because  of a bunch of wimps in Hollywood and Government who didn’t want to “offend” the Communists by being too aggressive!  General Douglas MacArthur had it right when he said:  “There is no substitute for victory.”
               Unfortunately we are making the same mistakes again in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We are trying to win the wars there with one hand tied behind our back!  We don’t want to “offend” the Muslims by attacking their Mosques even when they are being used to launch attacks against us.



   More tragically we are appeasing the “Palestinians” and the UN by apologizing for the Israelis for their retaliations against terrorist activity on a daily basis.  America will be and is being punished for our failure to recognize that God meant what He said about cursing those who curse Israel.



1.  The high ground for the Christian soldier is the obey the Bible without reservation!


2.  There can be no compromise with the world, Satan or our flesh!

1 Corinthians 9:25-27And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.   26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:   27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.




a.  The world is a formidable enemy – but it is not the most difficult one if we just see 





through its allurements.




b.  Satan is not omnipresent and is generally not that interested in Christian soldiers who 




are compromisers; he goes after only the most spiritual e.g., Job & Peter.




c.  The flesh is our most omnipresent foe and our most deadly enemy.

ILLUS.:  It is most generally true that it is not “the devil made me do it.”  It is more likely that our flesh is weak.  As Jesus reminded Peter, James & John (the cream of the crop), “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”    If Peter, James, John and Paul (not to mention Moses & David!) had problems with their flesh, surely we have problems with ours!!!

IV.  PRINCIPLE #4:  DON’T FALL FOR PROPAGANDA
NOTE:  In WWI, WWII propaganda was an important weapon against the allies.  Hitler had the greatest propaganda machine in any conflict!  His name was Goebbels.  He staged massive rallies with hundreds of thousands of people shouting “Hiel Hitler!” There would be thousands of Swastika Nazi flags and banners everywhere.  Then he would drop propaganda leaflets behind our lines outlining minute details about our troops and our general’s plans against him and then throw in some personal notes to the soldiers about their wives back home cheating on them, etc.  The idea was to soften up the enemy and make offers of surrender that were hard to refuse.  The Germans had “Axis Sally,” the Japs had “Tokyo Rose” who would appeal to our troops with their sultry voices telling them about their girlfriends back home, or their wives divorcing them, that they had no job waiting for them, and that the folks back home had abandoned their patriotism and support.

A.  Propaganda is one of Satan’s Most Effective Ploys:


1.  Sin is fun; it will gratify your flesh;  it never hurts to play around


2.  Sports are harmless, a little porn won’t hurt you; your heroes should be Hollywood stars,

               baseball, football players, etc. should be your role models



3.  Liesure time is deserved and you should indulge yourself; church and God’s work need not be priorities, etc.



4.  Hollywood and Madison Ave. should dictate your clothing styles and lifestyle – what’s the harm in that?

5.  You don’t want to warp your children by demanding too much conformity to the Bible; they will end up looking like geeks     and won’t fit in with society;  let them have their wicked music, evil posters, computers in their bedrooms, unedited text-messaging with friends, etc.



6.  If you demand too much from them they will resent you and turn to the world anyhow.
CONCL.:  Remember, “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal…”  You can’t fight fire with fire.  Our offensive weapon is “the Sword of the Spirit.”  But we must also “put on the whole armour of God’’  to be victorious in this warfare.  Hey MEN OF WAR – how are YOU doing?!

