F.H. – 6/25/00						                                                  

WHAT TO DO SAM

Christian Living



“WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO”



TEXT:  2 Chron. 20:12



THESIS:  To outline 5 principles for help when things look hopeless.



INTRO:  A.  There are principles in our text which will bless and help you when things look hopeless or you feel helpless.  God tells us “WHAT TO DO WHEN WE DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO.”

               B.   Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, “walked in the first ways of his father David”  (17:3), “walked in (God’s) commandments (v.4). and God had blessed him (v.5).

But he made a serious mistake.  He “joined affinity with (wicked King) Ahab” of the northern kingdom (18:1).  God’s wrath was the response (19:2).  His son (Jehoram) married a heathen girl and ruined his life and ruined the nation (21:6).



ILLUS:  “Shouldest thou help the ungodly and love them that hate the Lord?  (19:2)

Most of our problems as Christians come from unholy alliances.  If we run with the ungodly (neighbors, TV crowd, Hollywood crowd, ungodly work crowd, etc.) destruction will result.  We should be kind, helpful and friendly to all – but not join up with, yoke up with, or have fellowship with, the ungodly or even heretical, sinful or rebellious Christians!



	B.  Because of Jehoshaphat’s ungodly alliance, Judah’s enemies surrounded them and they were in a state of seige.  (20:1)  Jehoshaphat goes to the Temple to pray (20:5,6) and in v.12 confesses “neither know we what to do!”



ILLUS:  The Christians in Nazi Germany while being considered as potential martyrs for their faith (at the hands of a maniacal R/C dictator named Adolph Hitler!) adopted this verse as their motto, admitting their finite understanding and frailty.  

              In our text we will find principles which Jehosophat used in his dilemma and which can help us to know "WHAT TO DO WHEN WE DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO.”



I.   LOOK TO THE LORD!  (FIX YOUR EYES ON HIM)  v.12b (15:3,4)



Look Up – Not Around:



If you look around at your circumstances (bank account, health, family problems, etc.), you will be discouraged.

If you look within at your strength you will be depressed.

If you look up to an omnipotent God you will be strengthened and encouraged.



Fix Your Eyes On The Lord – Not On Others:



If you look at your enemies you will be distressed.  “a great multitude” v.2

If you look at your friends you will be defeated.



ILLUS:  Jehoshaphat had seen previous military victories, but he was not looking to his armies for the answer!  Don’t look back to past victories or even to your Christian friends.  When you don’t know what to do, they probably won’t either.  V.13

               WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO…



II.  …TRUST IN THE LORD!  (THE BATTLE IS HIS):  v.14,15



He Is A “Man of War”:  



Ex. 15:3   

The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 



ILLUS:  Too often we try to fight our own battles.  God wants us to be both weak and strong at the same time.  But our strengths must be His as well as our weaknesses.  (Gentleness)



Ps.18:31-34

31	For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God? 

32	It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. 

33	He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high places. 

34	He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 



Ps. 18:36-42

36	Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip. 

37	I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were consumed. 

38	I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet. 

39	For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. 

40	Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me. 

41	They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not. 

Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 



Ps.18:35

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great. 



We Are To Realize His Power:



We are not to fear – but relax.

We are not to fret – but rest in Him.



ILLUS:  What I cannot do, He can do!  I can preach, but only He can change lives.  I can pray, but only He can answer those prayers.  I can work, but only He can give results.  I can be compassionate, but only He can bring blessings.  



III.  WAIT ON THE LORD!  (REST IN HIM)  v.17



Don’t Move – Be Passive:



When you don’t know what to do – do nothing!

Whatever you do will probably be wrong anyway.

Simply step back and watch God work for you.



Heed His Instructions:



5 statements telling Jehosophat to do nothing:  “set yourselves, stand ye still…see the salvation of the Lord…fear not, nor be dismayed…”

1 statement with a promise of victory:  “tomorrow…(I) will be with you!”



ILLUS:  One of the first things we must do is to search the Scriptures for guidance and then simply do whatever we find there.



IV.  BELIEVE THE LORD! (CLAIM HIS PROMISES):  v.20



Victory Comes By Believing His Word.

Victory Comes By Believing His Prophets:



Avail yourself of the preaching/teaching ministry of His church.

Take advantage of the man of God’s ministry in your midst.



ILLUS:  If we really believe the pastor/teacher is the Lord’s gift to His church, then we should follow his leadership and teaching.

              Why do Mike and Bette Sullivan get up before sunrise to attend church services?  (would you?!)  They come for the help, strength and encouragement they get from God’s Word, God’s man and God’s people.  Woe to those who say “I don’t need the church.”  !!



V.  PRAISE THE LORD!  (REJOICE IN THE VICTORY)   v.21,22



When Discouraged – SING!

When Distressed – SING!



ILLUS:  When Jesus and His disciples went out to Gethsemane where He would be betrayed, He led a song service!!!

              When Christians under Roman persecution were led to the arena, they sang!

“I’m so happy…”  “My Lord knows the way thru the wilderness…”  “Victory in Jesus”

“It’s Amazing What Praising Will Do!”   SING!   SING!

              Note that they sang and praised the Lord BEFORE the victory.  V.22



CONCL:  The end of this story is the best.  When they didn’t know what to do and their King failed them, they just LOOKED TO THE LORD, TRUSTED THE LORD, WAITED ON THE LORD, BELIEVED THE LORD and PRAISED THE LORD.  THEN (v.24-26) they received the victory, God’s blessings and great rewards in the VALLEY of Barachah (blessing!).  Amen!!!  















F.H. – 7/30/00													

 SERVANT SAM

C.L. – Service



“SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT”



TEXT:  Exodus 28:3



THESIS:  To show that Aaron is both a picture of the sinner and the Savior.



INTRO:  A.  Christians are contradictions!  We are sinners on the one hand and saints on the other.  We are but flesh but serve in the spirit.  We, like Paul, can say: “For the good that I would I do not, but the evil which I would not, that I do.”  

We are sinners who have become saints and servants.  We are in a constant state of spiritual warfare.  We love the Lord, but find pleasure in sin.  We can sing His praises on Sunday and deny Him on Monday!  (It didn’t take Eve more than 15 minutes to drop Paradise.   It didn’t take David more than an hour to ruin his testimony.  It didn’t take Peter more than 2 hours to deny the One of Whom he had testified:  “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God!”  Someone has said that the distance between the prayer altar in a Bible-believing church and the boob tube can be covered in a few minutes by some Christians!   Thirty days is not too short a time for a church to abandon the true God and God’s chosen leader sent to it.)

              B.  I want to introduce you to Aaron “SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT” and in the process show you a picture of yourself.  I also want to show you a picture of our Savior...



I.  AARON THE MAN:  (A PICTURE OF THE SINNER): Ex.32:1-6



A Sinner:  



The wisdom of Egypt produces carnality.



Aaron had spent most of his life in Egypt and saw their idolatry.

He knew that the “calf” was a common pagan symbol of fertility and the people were familiar with the Egyptian god Apis, the sacred bull, whose worship included sexual promiscuity.  Cf. v.6b with v.25



ILLUS:  Neither you nor your children can spend much time down in Egypt with out picking up on their language, philosophy, ideology, attitudes and activities.  If your child is in a Govt. school he will hear the foul language of the students and teachers(!), the evolutionary approach to every subject, the humanism, the heathen philosophy of sexuality (“alternative lifestyles”), the worldly concept of materialism (“he who dies with the most toys wins!”) and the anti-Christ and anti-God blasphemy of the unsaved.



The slavery of  Egypt leaves scars on the body and soul!



ILLUS:  John R. Rice had a message called “Tracked By A Wild Beast” where he showed the ravages of sin on the lost and on God’s people.  He spoke of the tracks of sin on the bodies, faces and minds of people continually exposed to Egyptian philosophy



A Saint:  Ex.4:27-31



The events above took place long after Aaron had been separated to serve the Lord with Moses!



ILLUS:  It is interesting that when God had told Moses that Aaron would be his mouthpiece, He had also spoken to Aaron.  When God calls a man to preach, he also calls a people to follow.



He had seen all the mighty acts of God in Egypt and had partaken of the glory of God along with Moses.



ILLUS:  Some of us get “too big for our britches” and think if we have been saved and faithful over the years, the devil or the flesh can’t get to us.  Never underestimate your Adversary, nor your carnality!!!!  It isn’t just adultery (physical or mental!), or shoplifting (stealing!), or drinking, etc. that makes you a backslider; loss of temper, adopting worldly business practices, quitting witnessing, cutting back on prayer and Bible reading, etc. will qualify!!!   Aaron was a saint who found out the hard way how easy it is to backslide.  He was not only a sinner-saint, but also a servant…



II.   AARON THE HIGH PRIEST:  (A PICTURE OF THE SAVIOR):  Ex.28



ILLUS:  There are 2 great priests in the OLD TESTAMENT  One ministered to Gentiles (Melchisedek), and one ministered to Israel  (Aaron).  Melchisedek headed an order which only Christ could fill.  Aaron headed an order which continued by virtue of sons born into the priesthood.  Both picture the Person and work of Christ.



A Servant:



He was called to serve.  (Jesus came to serve, not to be served)



ILLUS:  If you are a sinner turned saint, there is someplace for you to serve.  The call to salvation includes a call to service.  All believers are to be witnesses.  All are to do more than just sit and soak!  All are NOT called to full-time service, there is a level above that of calling – consecration.



He was consecrated to serve:  Ex.30:25,30  (Jesus was anointed)



Acts 10:38a

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power…”



Lk.4:18

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor, He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised…”



Only the appointed are anointed!

Only the God-called are God-ordained!



He was clothed to serve:  (garments of “glory” and “beauty”)  v.2



ILLUS:  Since we are dealing with Deity here, it is appropriate that we have 7 articles of clothing for the High Priest:  the breastplate, ephod, robe, coat, mitre, girdle, (.4) and linen  breeches (v.42,43).



The breastplate:  



This was the beautiful jewel-encrusted centerpiece of the H.P.’s costume, worn over his heart!.  “upon his heart”  v.29,30a,30b

Each of the 12 stones had the name of a tribe in Israel and each stone was chosen by the Lord, and no two alike!  v.17-21

Each stone was “set in gold in their enclosings”  making it impossible for them to slip out of their place or to be lost!!!!  v.20

The breastplate was connected to the ephod by golden chains with 2 broaches of oxyx stones on the shoulders with the names of the 12 tribes.  V.9-13



The ephod:  (with the Urim and Thummim)  v.6,7



The beautiful (gold, blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen – v.5) vest under the breastplate which contained a pocket for the Urim and Thummim.  V.30

The ephod spoke of Christ’s beauty and omniscience as it provided Divine wisdom for Israel.



The robe:  V.31-35



Made of heavenly blue and worn under the ephod trimmed with bells and pomegranetes.

The H.P. was to be active in service (bells) and fruitful (pomegranetes)



The coat:  v.30



The coat was worn under the robe and was pure white, speaking of Christ’s humanity and  sinless perfection.  “yet without sin”



The mitre:  v.36-38



This is his hat or turban with the golden plate with the inscription “holiness to the Lord” and the first thing noticed when meeting him!

The gifts of Israel cannot be accepted by the H.P. if he is not wearing the mitre!!!  Holiness is the first thing due to the Lord!



The curious girdle:  v.8



The girdle holds the ephod and breastplate and “girds up” or pulls everything together.

The girdle reminds us of Christ’s humility when He girded Himself and washed the feet of His disciples and of His position in the churches in Rev. standing ready to serve His people.



The linen breeches:  v.v.42,43



Nakedness is commonplace in these evil days, but the Lord constantly reminds His people of their need for modesty.

The only way the H.P. could enter the holy place was with his modest underwear in place or the undertaker would have another grave.



ILLUS:  Part of the humiliation of Christ on Calvary was that He was stripped of His clothing!  



CONCL:  “SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT” – so was Aaron, so are we!  We were classed as sinners, but in Christ we are called saints and we are called to be servants, like our Master.



Mt. 20:27-28

And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.  Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister...





F.H. – 7/30/00													

 SERVANT SAM

C.L. – Service



“SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT”



TEXT:  Exodus 28:3



THESIS:  To show that Aaron is both a picture of the sinner and the Savior.



INTRO:  A.  Christians are contradictions!  We are sinners on the one hand and saints on the other.  We are but flesh but serve in the spirit.  We, like Paul, can say: “For the good that I would I do not, but the evil which I would not, that I do.”  

We are sinners who have become saints and servants.  We are in a constant state of spiritual warfare.  We love the Lord, but find pleasure in sin.  We can sing His praises on Sunday and deny Him on Monday!  (It didn’t take Eve more than 15 minutes to drop Paradise.   It didn’t take David more than an hour to ruin his testimony.  It didn’t take Peter more than 2 hours to deny the One of Whom he had testified:  “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God!”  Someone has said that the distance between the prayer altar in a Bible-believing church and the boob tube can be covered in a few minutes by some Christians!   Thirty days is not too short a time for a church to abandon the true God and God’s chosen leader sent to it.)

              B.  I want to introduce you to Aaron “SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT” and in the process show you a picture of yourself.  I also want to show you a picture of our Savior...



I.  AARON THE MAN:  (A PICTURE OF THE SINNER): Ex.32:1-6



A Sinner:  



The wisdom of Egypt produces carnality.



Aaron had spent most of his life in Egypt and saw their idolatry.

He knew that the “calf” was a common pagan symbol of fertility and the people were familiar with the Egyptian god Apis, the sacred bull, whose worship included sexual promiscuity.  Cf. v.6b with v.25



ILLUS:  Neither you nor your children can spend much time down in Egypt with out picking up on their language, philosophy, ideology, attitudes and activities.  If your child is in a Govt. school he will hear the foul language of the students and teachers(!), the evolutionary approach to every subject, the humanism, the heathen philosophy of sexuality (“alternative lifestyles”), the worldly concept of materialism (“he who dies with the most toys wins!”) and the anti-Christ and anti-God blasphemy of the unsaved.



The slavery of  Egypt leaves scars on the body and soul!



ILLUS:  John R. Rice had a message called “Tracked By A Wild Beast” where he showed the ravages of sin on the lost and on God’s people.  He spoke of the tracks of sin on the bodies, faces and minds of people continually exposed to Egyptian philosophy



A Saint:  Ex.4:27-31



The events above took place long after Aaron had been separated to serve the Lord with Moses!



ILLUS:  It is interesting that when God had told Moses that Aaron would be his mouthpiece, He had also spoken to Aaron.  When God calls a man to preach, he also calls a people to follow.



He had seen all the mighty acts of God in Egypt and had partaken of the glory of God along with Moses.



ILLUS:  Some of us get “too big for our britches” and think if we have been saved and faithful over the years, the devil or the flesh can’t get to us.  Never underestimate your Adversary, nor your carnality!!!!  It isn’t just adultery (physical or mental!), or shoplifting (stealing!), or drinking, etc. that makes you a backslider; loss of temper, adopting worldly business practices, quitting witnessing, cutting back on prayer and Bible reading, etc. will qualify!!!   Aaron was a saint who found out the hard way how easy it is to backslide.  He was not only a sinner-saint, but also a servant…



II.   AARON THE HIGH PRIEST:  (A PICTURE OF THE SAVIOR):  Ex.28



ILLUS:  There are 2 great priests in the OLD TESTAMENT  One ministered to Gentiles (Melchisedek), and one ministered to Israel  (Aaron).  Melchisedek headed an order which only Christ could fill.  Aaron headed an order which continued by virtue of sons born into the priesthood.  Both picture the Person and work of Christ.



A Servant:



He was called to serve.  (Jesus came to serve, not to be served)



ILLUS:  If you are a sinner turned saint, there is someplace for you to serve.  The call to salvation includes a call to service.  All believers are to be witnesses.  All are to do more than just sit and soak!  All are NOT called to full-time service, there is a level above that of calling – consecration.



He was consecrated to serve:  Ex.30:25,30  (Jesus was anointed)



Acts 10:38a

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power…”

Lk.4:18

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor, He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised…”



Only the appointed are anointed!

Only the God-called are God-ordained!



He was clothed to serve:  (garments of “glory” and “beauty”)  v.2



ILLUS:  Since we are dealing with Deity here, it is appropriate that we have 7 articles of clothing for the High Priest:  the breastplate, ephod, robe, coat, mitre, girdle, (.4) and linen  breeches (v.42,43).



The breastplate:  



This was the beautiful jewel-encrusted centerpiece of the H.P.’s costume, worn over his heart!.  “upon his heart”  v.29,30a,30b

Each of the 12 stones had the name of a tribe in Israel and each stone was chosen by the Lord, and no two alike!  v.17-21

Each stone was “set in gold in their enclosings”  making it impossible for them to slip out of their place or to be lost!!!!  v.20

The breastplate was connected to the ephod by golden chains with 2 broaches of oxyx stones on the shoulders with the names of the 12 tribes.  V.9-13



The ephod:  (with the Urim and Thummim)  v.6,7



The beautiful (gold, blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen – v.5) vest under the breastplate which contained a pocket for the Urim and Thummim.  V.30

The ephod spoke of Christ’s beauty and omniscience as it provided Divine wisdom for Israel.



The robe:  V.31-35



Made of heavenly blue and worn under the ephod trimmed with bells and pomegranetes.

The H.P. was to be active in service (bells) and fruitful (pomegranetes)



The coat:  v.30



The coat was worn under the robe and was pure white, speaking of Christ’s humanity and  sinless perfection.  “yet without sin”



The mitre:  v.36-38



This is his hat or turban with the golden plate with the inscription “holiness to the Lord” and the first thing noticed when meeting him!

The gifts of Israel cannot be accepted by the H.P. if he is not wearing the mitre!!!  Holiness is the first thing due to the Lord!



The curious girdle:  v.8



The girdle holds the ephod and breastplate and “girds up” or pulls everything together.

The girdle reminds us of Christ’s humility when He girded Himself and washed the feet of His disciples and of His position in the churches in Rev. standing ready to serve His people.



The linen breeches:  v.v.42,43



Nakedness is commonplace in these evil days, but the Lord constantly reminds His people of their need for modesty.

The only way the H.P. could enter the holy place was with his modest underwear in place or the undertaker would have another grave.



ILLUS:  Part of the humiliation of Christ on Calvary was that He was stripped of His clothing!  



CONCL:  “SINNER – SAINT – SERVANT” – so was Aaron, so are we!  We were classed as sinners, but in Christ we are called saints and we are called to be servants, like our Master.



Mt.20:27-28

And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.  Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister...









F.H. – 10/15/00															              

CHOICES SAM

C.L. – Choices



“YOUR FUTURE IS DETERMINED TODAY”

or“THE AWESOME POWER OF CHOICE”



TEXT:  Josh.24:15



THESIS:  To show that decisions made today will determine what happens in your life tomorrow.



INTRO:  A.  Oh, “THE AWESOME POWER OF CHOICE!”    God did not make us pre-programmed robots without the power to choose.  We have the ability to make vital choices and exercise our intellect and will based on alternative possibilities.  The choices we make will affect us in both small and large ways, both relating to time and to eternity.  The decisions we make today will determine what will happen in our lives tomorrow and may quite possibly determine our eternal destiny.  “YOUR FUTURE IS DETERMINED TODAY!”

			B.  Decide to smoke, drink or do drugs today and it will affect your future health, lifestyle and possibly even your sanity.  What you decide today will quite possibly determine where you will live later on: in a nice home, a hospital, a mental institution, a nursing home or a cemetery.  What you eat today may determine your health tomorrow.  What you decide to do with this message today may determine your eternal destiny in heaven or hell!  “THE AWESOME POWER OF CHOICE!”

Yes, “YOUR FUTURE IS DETERMINED TODAY!”



I.   YOU MAKE CHOICES TODAY:  V.15



	A.  Choices Are Personal:  “…choose you…” 



		1.  You and you alone are responsible for any choices you make.

         2.  There may be extenuating circumstances, peer pressure, etc., but choices 

              personal…thus the consequences are likewise personal.



ILLUS:  The 3 Hebrew slaves in Babylon made some choices.  Those choices were made based on Biblical principles.  Therefore they knew they were right and that they would turn out right, ultimately.  They were prepared for any eventuality, but they knew their God and that He would not only hold them accountable for their choices, but that He was faithful to His children.  So they declared:



Dan.3:17-18

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.



		3.  When you stand before the Lord, you will not be able to “cop out” and blame

	         someone else for your choices;  you will be held accountable.



	B.  Choices Are Immediate:  “…this day…”



		1.  You may defer making choices, but in fact that deferment is a choice.

         2.  People think they put off their decision to receive Christ, but in reality they 

              are making a decision to reject Christ.

         3.  Whenever there is a choice to be made, a choice is always made!



ILLUS:  Felix was confronted by Paul with a choice to receive Christ.  His reply was, “Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee…”   Acts 24:25    But a decision was made that day and he rejected Christ.  That’s why the Scripture says:  “…now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation…”



	C.  Choices Are Life-Altering:  “…whom ye will serve…”



ILLUS:  Adam and Eve were placed in Eden and given a choice to eat or refuse to eat of one tree.  You say “why would God put a tree there they could not have?”  Because if they had no power to choose wrong they would have no power to choose right, either.  If there are no options, then I am forced to only do what is available.  They would have done right by coercion.  God wanted them (and us) to love Him, serve Him and obey Him because we choose to, not because we have to.  They made the wrong choice and it was life altering!   For them and us!  (Our decisions often affect others.  Parental decisions affect children.  Teachers decisions affect students.  Employers decisions affect employees.  Believers decisions affect the church.)

                 I would not want someone to marry me who had no other choice.  I would always wonder if she loved me or not.  But the beauty of marriage is that one man and one woman choose to spend their lives together out of all the other options available.  They choose each other.  (They had better make the right choice!  You decision is life-altering, not just for you, but for your future family.)



		1.  Israel must make a declaration of service (whom will they serve?).  

		2.  Israel must make a declaration of exclusivity (the true God or others?).

         3.  Israel must make a declaration of purity (He will not accept tainted service –

              He is a jealous God!).



II.  YOU MUST LIVE WITH YOUR CHOICES TOMORROW:  V.19-27



	A.  Good Choices Are Paid For In Advance:



ILLUS:  Those who made it to the Olympic Games paid their dues before they arrived in Sydney!  They worked, sweat, practiced, trained and sacrificed to become eligible.  Not all won medals, but everyone who made the teams and were sent to Sydney had paid in advance for the privilege to compete.

                 

		1.  You can make choices, but you can’t decide the outcome, that is fixed!

         2.  You cannot sow to the flesh and reap blessing.

	`	3.  You cannot alter the law of sowing and harvest; you decide today, but you will

              reap tomorrow.

		4.  You can’t decide to reject Christ today and reap heaven tomorrow.

         5.  You can’t decide to not serve the Lord today and end up reaping rewards at 

              the Judgment Seat of Christ.

         6.  You can’t decide to sin today and not pay tomorrow.



ILLUS:  Daniel was carried captive to Babylon.  But he had made some choices based on Bible principles, before he arrived.  He had determined in his heart to do right and so when the pressure to conform came, he refused.  God honored his decision and elevated him to Vice President of the land.  He was just reaping what he had sowed.  He was being given back  what he had paid for in advance.  

                 Eat right now, to reap good health later.  Live right now, to enjoy the benefits later.  Serve the Lord now, to have rewards later.  A student who intends to pass the exam tomorrow, must study today.  The body builder who wants bulging biceps tomorrow, must work out today.  No pain today, no gain tomorrow.  If we want things to turn out right tomorrow, we must decide to do right today.

                 In a TV program analyzing both presidential candidates, someone stated that George W. Bush makes decisions on principles rather than what is popular or politically correct.  When pressured to grant a stay of execution to Karla Faye Tucker from Christian leaders from around the world, he refused because she admitted she had committed murder and the law had to be enforced.  He had decided the death penalty was right so the law needed to be enforced.



		7.  It takes character to make the right choices when the wrong choices are

              more convenient, popular, prosperous, or enjoyable, because right choices

	          must always be paid for in advance before you enjoy the results of your 

               decision.   – Evang. Dennis Corle



	B.  Wrong Choices Are Paid For Afterwards:



		1.  The consequences of wrong choices are fixed.

         2.  You may be in the sowing stage, but the harvest will come.

         4.  You may be in the billing stage, but the bill will come due.



ILLUS:  You get your first credit card.  People have warned you about them.  But you see something you’ve always wanted, so you hand the clerk the little piece of plastic, and she swipes it and you sign the receipt.  You see other things you want and do the same thing.  (You are in the sowing stage.)  You think “Those people who warned me about these things were wrong.  It was painless.  I’m enjoying this.” (You are in the growing stage.)  Then one day you receive a fat envelope in the mail and when you open it you are shocked.  It says you owe thousands of dollars!  You know you charged a few things, but surely not that much.  But upon checking you realize they are right.  (You are in the harvest stage!)   Pay-up day has arrived!!!  



		5.  This is a universal principle:  ‘YOU FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS!”



			a.  Perhaps you are dating, young person;  beware wrong choices.



ILLUS:  The purpose of dating is mating.  Don’t date a person you wouldn’t want to marry!  15 minutes of pleasure in the back seat of a car now, can reap heartache, disease, shame, pregnancy and premature responsibility later!



              b.  Perhaps you are engaged;  beware wrong choices.

			c.  Perhaps you are young now;  beware wrong choices (the sins of youth 

                   lay the foundation for sorrows later).

              d.  Perhaps you are healthy now;  beware wrong choices (not just eating 

                   but hanging withthe wrong crowd, choosing to smoke, drink, do drugs, 

     etc.).                                                                                                                                                                                                                e.  Perhaps you are unsaved; beware wrong choices.

              f.   Perhaps you are saved, but not faithful; beware wrong choices.



		6.  You can’t expect blessing unless you choose obedience.



CONCL:  Oh, “THE AWESOME POWER OF CHOICE!”  “Choose you this day…!”   “YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS!” – right now!  You must be obedient NOW to expect blessings later.  You must receive Christ NOW to expect heaven later.  You must live right NOW to expect good health later.  You must save NOW to have something laid up for later.  You must serve NOW to expect rewards later.  







F.H. – 6/4/00	

BIBLE BELIEVER SAM

C.L. – Bible Believers



                                          “ARE YOU JUST SAVED or

                                          ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!”



TEXT:  1 Thess. 2:13



THESIS:  To show that those who are saved must also become Bible believers.



INTRO:  A.  What a difference between the early church and saved people today.  They not only said they believed God’s Word, but acted upon that belief.  I am afraid that there are many who are genuinely saved, but are not real Bible believers!  We say we are saved, but when it comes to really believing God’s Word, we become skeptics at best and Bible rejecters at worst.  We wave our King James Bibles and sing about loving God’s Word, but in practicality we reject it as not applicable to us.

               B.  In the text Paul commends the Thessalonian Christians for receiving the word which he preached as being the very words of God and not the mere words of men and acting upon them.  He was saying that they were not just saved, but were real Bible believers.  



TRANS:  In the last message we asked the question “ARE YOU JUST SAVED or ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?” and defined “Christian” as one who acted as the Savior and would love their enemies, like Christ - respond to suffering,  like Christ -forgive others, like Christ - and love the lost, like Christ.  

               Today we ask the question “ARE YOU JUST SAVED OR ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!”  To truly believe something, means you will act upon it.  Many say they are Bible believers, but fail miserably in acting upon what they claim to believe…



I.  DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN BIBLE STUDY? 2 Tim.2:15



Do You Seriously Study God’s Word?  



Do you just accept what others say about the Bible or do you study it for 

yourself?

Do you have any time set aside in your schedule to study the Bible?



ILLUS:  Here is a little test.  1)  Which do you devote more time to…TV, newspapers, job-related activities (in your otherwise spare time) or seriously studying the Bible?

2)  Which is more important to you and your family…the evening news, political activity, sports…?   3)  Do you know the names of more sports, TV or Hollywood personalities  (or you favorite pastime – gardening, fishing, hunting, etc.) than the people and events  in the Bible…?  4)  Have you bothered to learn the books of the Bible?  5)  Do you know the difference between Israel and the Church?  6)  Do you attend Sunday School (to learn the Bible)?!  7)  Do you know why we don’t bring animal sacrifices to church services?  8)  Could you name the Covenants of Scripture and what they are about?  9)

Do you have a private devotional time daily and a family devotional time?  10) Are there ever scriptural conversations in your home;  do you apply Bible principles to every day events in your life and home?  ARE YOU JUST SAVED or ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!



II.   DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN SOUL-WINNING?  



Prov. 11:30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. 



Ps. 126:6

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 



Mt. 22:9

Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 



Mk. 16:15

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 



Mt. 28:19-20

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 



Acts 1:8

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 



Do You Actually Speak To The Lost About Their Eternal Souls?



ILLUS:  Just this week someone told me of a man who died of cancer.  He had been very sick for a long time and this person did business with him regularly.  I asked: “Did you witness to him?  Did you ask him if he would get saved?”  His answer was “I invited him out to church.” !!



Do you monthly, weekly or daily seek to witness to the lost?

Do you pass out tracts and talk to people about eternity?



ILLUS:  You say “I believe soul-winning is a Bible doctrine and that the Great Commission applies to every believer.”   But the question is do YOU GO SOUL-WINNING?!  Do you seek to win the lost to Christ?  Do the folks you work with every day know you are saved?  Do they know how to get saved?  Did you tell them?   How about your lost relatives, friends, neighbors?



Do you set aside any time to actually knock on doors (“house to house” Acts

20:20…do you have [Acts] 20:20 vision?!)?  (If you don’t schedule it, you won’t do it!)

A genuine Bible-believer not only says he believes in the Bible, but actually

does what it says to do!  ARE YOU JUST SAVED or ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!



III.  DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN CHURCH DISCIPLINE?



Do You Agree That Churches Today Ought To Practice Discipline?



For false doctrine?



1 Tim.6:2-5

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;  He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 



For immorality?



1 Cor. 5:1-2,6-7

It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.  And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you…Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 



For a “disorderly walk” and laziness?



2 Thes. 3:6-15

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;  Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.   But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 



For those who cause divisions?



Rom.16:17-18

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 



For offences without repentance?



Matt.18:15-17

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.



ILLUS:  When the church must practice discipline for public sin, do you side with the pastor, deacons and church, or with the one being disciplined?  Is friendship or sound doctrine and a clean church more important to you?  ARE YOU JUST SAVED or ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!”

IV.  DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN TITHING?



Do You Agree That NEW TESTAMENT Saints Should Outgive /OLD TESTAMENT Saints?



Heb. 7:5-9

And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:  But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.  And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.  And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.  And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. 



Tithing predated the Law of Moses;  re: Abraham and Melchizedek above.

Jesus commended the Pharisees who gave tithes of all they possessed, down to the spices in their kitchen cabinets.



Mt. 23:23

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 



Jesus is alive today and continues to receive tithes from His people.

The /OLD TESTAMENT “storehouse” was the Temple;  the NEW TESTAMENT storehouse is the local church.



1 Cor. 16:2

Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 



CONCL:  “ARE YOU JUST SAVED or ARE YOU A BIBLE BELIEVER?!”   Do you really believe in Bible study…soul-winning…church discipline…tithing?!  

               Do you only believe in the salvation passages of Scripture or in the entire

Bible?  Do you only want to claim the “comfortable” and comforting passages or do you accept and practice every passage you understand?  Do you just have head knowledge or do you allow the Bible to affect your lifestyle?







F.H. – 4/9/00										

CONTENTMENT SAM

C.L. – Contentment



“THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT”



TEXT:  Hebrews 13:5



THESIS:  To teach believers how to be content.



INTRO:  A.  In Jack Hyles book on The Science Of The Christian Life, Vol.2, there is a chapter on “appetites” which I found fascinating and which sets forth some principles which I have somewhat modified for this message on contentment.  In our text the writer admonishes us to “be content with such things as ye have…” and thereby gives us a formula for “THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT.”

               B.  It is not a sin to want things, but being content is when your “haves” equal your “wants.”  There are two ways to deal with this.  Either your can trim your “haves” to equal your wants, or you can trim your wants to equal your “haves.”  For example Paul, though in prison, wrote: “Not that I speak in respect of want, for I have  learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  Phil.4:11

Paul had learned to trim his wants to equal his haves.   You too can learn this secret…



I.  LEARN THE 3 BASIC CONCEPTS OF WANTING and HAVING: 

ILLUS:  There are three things in this world: there are the things I have, the things I do not have that I can have and the things I cannot have.

                 

To Want What I Have = Contentment



This is the secret to contentment.

The tragedy is that most people do not enjoy what they have because they are always looking to have what they do not have.

All unhappiness comes from wanting something you don’t have.



ILLUS:   I am not just talking about things.  It may be you want attention and when you don’t get it you are unhappy.  Learn to be content with the measure of attention you get.  Maybe you want to have your own way.  You become unhappy when you don’t get it.  Learn to be happy even when you don’t get your way by not always wanting your own way.  

         

To Want What I Can Have = Acceptable



There are some things it would not be wrong to have.

The wrong comes when we begin to crave those things which are alright to have but may not be God’s timing or His will right now.

Unhappiness or lack of contentment comes when we must have all we can have.

The happiest people are those who are content with what they have.

Those who are neither happy nor unhappy are those who want what they can have, but do not yet possess it.



ILLUS:  There are some things I do not have that I could have, but I must not crave them or I will be discontent.  If I get them, I will enjoy and appreciate them, but I am content without them.  Ex:  It might be nice to have a new suit, and it would not be wrong for me to have it, but I do not crave it.  If I get it I will appreciate it, but I am content without it.



To Want What I Cannot Have = Unhappiness



Wanting what you cannot or should not have will make you discontented.

Getting what you cannot or should not have will make you miserable.



ILLUS:  The commandment not to covet is designed to keep us from being miserable.  God doesn’t want us to have what belongs to someone else.  America has adopted the “keep up with the Joneses” mentality and is constantly discontented.  They have coveted things they should not have and when they get them they are miserable. That’s why the divorce rate is so high!  God said not to covet your neighbor’s wife.  Hollywood, TV and Nashville have turned this into a billion dollar industry and have driven people to lust, fornication and adultery and the result is misery!



II.  LEARN THE 3 BASIC GOALS OF WANTING and HAVING:



	A.  Don’t Allow Objects To Create Your Desire:  	



Ps.37:4

4	Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 



This does not mean God will give you whatever you want, but that God will 

Give you a desire for what you should want.

If you make Him the center of your focus in life, He will give you the right 

desires.



ILLUS:  We get mad at our kids for wanting things they do not have and not being happy with what they don’t have;  yet we allow them to watch TV programs and commercials designed to make them want the objects they see.  We need to teach them early on to delight themselves in the things of the Lord and diminish outside influences which cause them to covet and desire things which they should not have and would not otherwise want or crave.

              Too many Christians spend too much time “window shopping” to find out what they don’t have or even need.  Then when they see an object they don’t have they chase after it because of a false sense of need the object has created, outside of the will of God.



Allow God To Decide Your Desire:  



Phil.4:19

19	But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 



We need to be careful that we content ourselves with His will and then we will

have what He decides we need.

We have to be careful that we do not place ourselves in a position of wanting something we should not have or something God doesn’t want us to have.



ILLUS:  Likes should associate with likes, otherwise you will become discontented with what you have by becoming too familiar with what you cannot have.  Married people should not socialize withsingle people because there is a certain liberty that comes from being single that a married person cannot have (and vice-versa).  

             Since you should not have something you shouldn’t have it is best to not know about it.  This principle is not only wise for sinful things, but for anything you should not have.   –Jack Hyles



Decide to be around what you already have.

Don’t flee from what you can have.

Avoid anything you cannot or should not have.



It is dangerous to be around what you cannot have.

It is dangerous to be around people who have what you cannot have.

It is dangerous to be made aware of what you cannot have.



Make Your Wants Equal To Your Haves:



ILLUS:  If your mate will not give you what you want, then decrease your wants to what your mate will give you.



If I have all I want, I am content with what I have.

Wanting what you ought to have is “THE SECRET TO CONTENTMENT.”

I am more contented than those who have more, but still want more.

You will always be discontent if you do not enjoy what you have because you are always looking for something else you want.

“Christians ought to avoid the temptation of wants and live in the richness of haves.”  –Hyles



ILLUS:  Someone has said if the grass looks greener elsewhere it is because someone has painted it. If the grass looks greener you will find when you go over the fence that the green was due to your greed for something you didn’t have which you shouldn’t have.  If you are where God has placed you then nothing else should look more attractive to you; not a house, church, job, salary, etc.  Jesus said: “Exact no more than that which is appointed you…and be content with your wages.”  Lk.3:13b,14b



Instead of setting goals which you may not or should not have, determine to learn “THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT”  and make your wants equal to your haves.



WARNING:  Don’t expect others to live this way.  Don’t expect others not to want anything, just control your own wants and get joy by providing for the wants of others. 





CONCL:  This simple formula could change your life.  “THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT” is to be found here.  Decide to learn it, as did the Apostle Paul.

               Of course this only works for the believer.  It can have only limited success for the unsaved, for the secret to contentment for them is to trust Christ as Savior.





F.H. – 4/9/00									

TRIALS SPM

C.L. – TRIALS



“MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD”



TEXT:  1 Peter 1:7-8



THESIS:  To show the purpose for trials, temptations and testings.



INTRO:  A.  Biblically a “trial” may refer to a temptation (as with Joseph and Judas),

or as a test (as with Daniel), or as some painful thing (as with Abraham, Job and Paul).

Preachers of former times often used the word “probation” for trials.  Life is indeed a probation or trial, to test us, to see what is in our heart, or to develop some moral or spiritual quality in us and to prepare us for heaven.

All trials have some specific purpose and that purpose may differ for the 

individual.  The ultimate objective for the Lord is that our trial may become “MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD” in the life of the believer now, but more specifically when we meet the Lord in glory. (text)



TRANS:  TRIALS ARE DESIGNED TO…  



STRIP US:  (JOB)



Of Trust In Things:



ILLUS:  Within hours the most wealthy man of his day was reduced to poverty as he lost everything he counted dear to him in this life.  Job learned quickly not to trust in things which perish.  (As our text reminds us, even gold, the most enduring and valuable commodity on earth, will ultimately perish or vanish.) What Job needed to learn, was that his faith-trial was to become more precious than any earthly wealth he had acquired.



Of Trust In Self:



Job learned that all “things” were but temporal, even gold!

He also learned that he could not even trust in his own ambition, diligence, intellect, or ability – which in the past had served him so well!

Job also found that his friends and even his own wife were not to be trusted;

he found it was ultimately just him and the Lord!



II.  TEST US: (ABRAHAM)



Concerning Our Faith In God:



ILLUS:  Cf. Gen.22:1,2  The very next day after God ordered Abraham to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice, the Script. says “And Abraham rose up early in the morning…and clave the wood for the burnt offering…and went unto the place where God had told him…!  (Abraham had learned to trust the Lord early in life, so this was but one more step of obedience for him.)



III.  BUILD US:  (DANIEL)



As To Character:



ILLUS:  Two things come to mind when I think of Daniel: character and courage.  Here was a young lad who, in spite of severe trials, being captured by brutal enemies, being removed from his home and loved ones, moved to a strange land, placed in prison, and even faced with a demand to worship a false god, maintained his integrity.  The phrase in the KJB which says “But Daniel purposed in his heart…” says it all!



IV.  HUMBLE US:  (DAVID, PAUL)



David’s Position Lead To Pride and Arrogance:



ILLUS:  David had started out as a humble shepherd boy and rose to the highest position in Israel…King!  He became powerful and a bit prideful and arrogant.  He was handsome, rich, wealthy and assumed he could get away with anything – including murder and adultery.  His trial was in the form of a temptation and though he had become known as the giant killer, a beautiful woman’s charms brought him down!  David learned well the lesson of this trial and was made humble once again.



Paul’s Revelation Lead To Boasting:



ILLUS:  Paul was privileged to see what no mere mortal had seen in this life.  God turned Satan loose on him and gave him a physical “thorn” causing him great pain and humiliation.



V.  STRENGTHEN US:  (PETER)



Simon, The Stone, Becomes Peter The Rock:



Jn. 1:42 

And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 



ILLUS:  When Jesus meets the man called Simon, he says that he will be called Cephas (a stone); but of course we all know him as Peter the rock.  The change was a long time coming.  It really didn’t take place till Peter had been tested and denied the Savior.  Then when he repented, he became the Peter of Pentecost!  No longer fearful and cowardly, Peter became strong and bold and ignored the threats of beatings and imprisonment and became a great preacher and a great Christian!



CONCL:  We have often heard it said that every cloud has a silver lining, every trial has a purpose, every testing has a design.  Biblically the purpose for our trials, tears, testings and temptations is to STRIP US of trust in things and self, to TEST US concerning our faith in God, to BUILD US as to character and courage, to HUMBLE US so we can magnify and exalt the Lord and teach us some perspective, and to STRENGTHEN US so we can be more greatly used of the Lord.  May our trials indeed become “MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD” in His sight and prepare us for our meeting with Him.







F.H. – 5/21/00	

CHRISTIAN SAM

C.L. – Christian



“ARE YOU JUST SAVED

or ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?!”



TEXT:  Acts 11:26



THESIS:  To show that just being saved is not enough for the believer.



INTRO:  A.  A preacher was talking to two young men about the Lord and one turned to the other and asked “Are you a Christian?”  He said “Yes, I am.”  The preacher said:  “No, you’re not!”  He replied, “I’m saved!”  The preacher said “I didn’t say you weren’t saved, I said you’re not a Christian.  Your lifestyle doesn’t prove that you act like Christ.”  “ARE YOU JUST SAVED OR ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?!”

               B.  The believers in Antioch had a trademark.  The people in the area started calling them ‘Christians.’  This wasn’t meant to be a compliment, but a criticism.  They were saying “These people are acting like Christ.”  That’s what it means to be a Christian.  It is one thing to be saved, quite another to be recognized as a Christian.  Unfortunately not many believers have the experience those in Antioch did.  Very few saved people have someone say “I’ve been watching you, and you’re like Christ.” Could that be said of YOU?  



TRANS:  TO BE A CHRISTIAN…



I.   YOU MUST LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, LIKE CHRIST:



Lk. 6:27

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Jesus’ Example:  



When Judas betrayed Jesus in the Garden Jesus called him, “Friend…”



Mt. 26:47-50

And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.  And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. 



Jesus was Judas’ friend, but Judas was not Jesus’ friend.

Jesus had been a friend to Judas all during His earthly ministry and He continued to be his friend even in the Garden.



ILLUS:  Booker T. Washington said,  “No man is able to force me so low as to hate him.”   The first and only Confederate President, Jefferson Davis, summoned Gen. Robt. E. Lee to his office.  An officer outside heard Pres. Davis ask Lee about another officer.  Lee gave high remarks about this man.  The officer outside couldn’t believe what he was hearing.  As Lee left the President’s office he said: “General, wait a minute.  May I ask you something?  I am astounded at what I just heard.  Do you realize that officer you were praising is your bitterest enemy.  He wastes no opportunity to have you destroyed.”  Lee looked at him and said: “Yes.  But the Pres. Didn’t ask his opinion of me; he asked my opinion of him.”  Lee could have destroyed his career before the Pres., but he acted like a Christian.  (What would YOU have done?)



II.  YOU MUST RESPOND TO SUFFERING, LIKE CHRIST:



1 Pet. 4:16

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 



Jesus’ Example:  cf. Is. 53:3-7



Jesus was despised, but not angry.

He was rejected, yet not a quitter.

He was a man of sorrows, yet not bitter.

He was afflicted, yet not complaining.

He was smitten, but did not fight back.

He was wounded, bruised and oppressed, yet He didn’t retaliate.



ILLUS:  We all know someone who has become bitter because of some hard circumstances they have had to go through.  I know folks who quit going to church and quit serving God and are very angry and depressed and blame God for their troubles. (By the way, it may be true that the Lord did allow that problem into their life, but He did so to test them, to try their faith, to strengthen them.  But they failed!) They may be saved but they are not Christians, i.e., they are not acting like Christ.



III.  YOU MUST FORGIVE, LIKE CHRIST:



Mt. 18:21-22

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 



ILLUS:  Even a lost man can forgive some.  But it takes a Christian to forgive again, and again, and again…  Jesus said to Peter, not 7 times, but 490 times!  That’s not just a number, He’s saying, forgive over and over.  To be a Christian I have to do that. The word “forgive” means to cancel out, to remit, to put aside, to do away with.  It means to treat something as if it never happened!



Jesus’ Example:



Jesus had been taken to Pilate’s judgment hall, lied about, spit upon, mocked, stripped naked and scourged.



ILLUS:  Someone wrote about scourging that it was not uncommon to have a person’s intestines lying on the ground afterwards.  When they beat Him it wasn’t just a little bruise.  His whole body was bruised.  What would He do?  How would He respond to this inhuman, and unjust treatment?   Now they drive spikes into His hands and feet and raise Him up on a cross with a thud.  The spectators mock Him, curse Him and continue to heap indignities on Him.  But wait, His lips begin to move.  He is about to say something.  



He could have wiped out His enemies with a word; He could have destroyed the entire planet with a thought!  Let’s listen to what He says:



Lk. 23:33-34

33	And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

34	Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 



ILLUS:  What would you say to the men who beat you to a pulp, who spat in your face, who mocked you, who whipped you, who drove spikes into your flesh?  If I had His power I would likely have said, “Father, kill them all!  Kill the wicked Pharisees, the blasphemous High Priest, the screaming Jews and the Roman executioners!  Wipe them out and get Me down from this cross!”   But He said:  “Forgive them!”   Cancel it out, as though it never happened.  Do away with it.  

No wonder the Roman centurion said:  “Truly, this was the Son of God!”  The amazing thing is that everyone there that day didn’t say the same thing!



You don’t have to ask “What Would Jesus Do?” here, we know what He did!

If we are to be like Him, we must love our enemies, like Jesus did;  respond to suffering, like Jesus did; and forgive, like Jesus did!



ILLUS:  But husbands and wives in this room will not forgive each other and their marriage will end in divorce.  There are parents in this room who will not forgive their children for the shame they brought to you home and your good name.  And there are scores of believers in this church and in many other good, fundamental, soul-winning churches who sit in the same room, service after service, but refuse to forgive each other for some supposed or real hurt that happened weeks, months or years ago.  No wonder we don’t have revival!   If Jesus could hang on a cross and say “Forgive them” how much more should we forgive?   You say “That’s hard.”  Yes, but if you want to be like Christ, it is the only way!

Abraham Lincoln had been shot that night in Ford’s theater and they found out that the guard who was assigned to guard him was not at his post.  They brought him to Mrs. Lincoln and he said, “Mrs. Lincoln, I’ve repented bitterly of what happened…

I was caught up in the play…” She threw herself back on her pillow and began to weep. She said:  “Parker, I forgive you.  But I will never forgive the man who assassinated my husband.”  Little Tad Lincoln was under the desk in the room and heard what his mother said.  He said:  “Momma, I wish Papa was here tonight, because Papa would have forgiven even the man who shot him.  My daddy forgives everybody.”  He was saying “My daddy acted like a Christian!”



IV.  YOU MUST LOVE THE LOST, LIKE CHRIST:



Jesus’ Example:  



Lk. 19:10	

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 



Mt. 9:13

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 



ILLUS:  Do you pass out tracts?  Do you witness?  Do you warn people about hell?  Do you win lost people to Christ? If not, you are not a Christian.  You are not like Christ.  Jesus spent His whole life warning people about hell and spreading the good news that God loves lost sinners.  You may be saved, but you are not like Christ, you are not a Christian.



CONCL:  To be like Christ, to be a Christian, you must LOVE YOUR ENEMIES LIKE CHRIST, RESPOND TO SUFFERING LIKE CHRIST, FORGIVE LIKE CHRIST and LOVE THE LOST LIKE CHRIST!   “ARE YOU JUST SAVED OR ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?!”

F.H. – 9/10/00						

 HOLY PROFANE 2 SAM

C.L. – Holiness



The Holy vs The Profane



TEXT:  Ezek. 22:26



THESIS:  To emphasize the difference between the holy and the profane.





INTRO:  A.  God considers it a conspiracy against His holiness for man to profane that which He has declared holy.  This “conspiracy” is where man erases the distinction between the clean and the unclean, the holy and the profane.  (You will remember that the word “profane” means that which is stained, tarnished, prostituted, wounded, defiled, polluted.  “Holy” means that which is consecrated, dedicated, sanctified, hallowed or sacred.)

	B.   The classic example in the Bible is where Jesus comes to the Temple and finds it profaned by the moneychangers.  His response of driving them out is the one outstanding example of His wrath and anger.  He uses a whip He made to clean up the mess!  They had profaned that which He called holy.  He said “…My house shall be called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  Mt.21:13   The very next verse says: “And the blind and the lame came to Him in the Temple; and He healed them.”  He restored holiness to the profaned Temple!   This is what He wants to do in our lives and in our nation!

               C.  It used to be pleasing to God for His people to live clean and do right!  It is still proper to have propriety in spite of the profanity around us.  It is still right to be appropriate;  to dress right, live right, and do right.  It is degrading to our nation to have reprobates in public office;  not to show respect to the flag;  not to show respect to the office of the pastor, etc.



TRANS:   I want to deal with several profaned things to which holiness needs to be restored…



I.   PROFANING THE TEMPLE OF GOD:  



The OLD TESTAMENT Temple Was A Holy Place: 



Jesus cleansed the profaned Temple on two occasions; one at the beginning and the other time at the end of His earthly ministry.

The building, furnishings, vessels, priestly garments, and even the men who ministered about “holy things” were first consecrated or made holy.

We no longer have the Temple, per se, but God has given us a clear example of what He things about things and people He has set apart or made holy.



B.  The NEW TESTAMENT Temple Is A Holy Place:   1 Cor.6:19-20



The OLD TESTAMENT Temple was symbolic of the NEW TESTAMENT Temple.



ILLUS:  That’s what’s wrong with drinking, smoking, drugs, immodest clothing (tight, revealing and suggestive, showing your thighs in public, ladies) and immoral conduct. 



In the OLD TESTAMENT God chose only one man to enter the holy of holies:



The body of a woman is sacred because it is the instrument God chose to reproduce the race.

The body of a woman is especially analogous to the OLD TESTAMENT Temple…it too is for one man.



ILLUS:  Don’t you think the Israelites wanted to peek inside the holy of holies?  Don’t you think they wanted to view the ark and mercy seat?  But only one man could “cross the threshold” and “part the partition.”

Girls:  only one man has a right to be in your temple!  You are not allowed to neck and pet without a license.

God has chosen one man for you!  There was a proper time for the High Priest to enter the most holy place.  Today that time is after marriage.  Boys:  the Bible says “he that ruleth his spirit (is mightier) than he that taketh a city."  Treat that girl’s body (and your own temple) with respect…it is holy!

                Today the world has erased the “difference between the holy and the profane!”



II.  PROFANING THE WORD OF GOD:  



NOTE:  The word “profane” suggests “crossing the threshold” or “parting the partition” (see above).  To do so is profanity.  God has set up certain boundaries we must not cross.



The Bible Is Holy:  “Holy Bible”



To corrupt it, delete from it, add to it, or distort it is to cross boundaries God considers a conspiracy of profanity.



QUOTES:  Jack Moorman, pp.1,2   Forever Settled,  “Would it make a difference if you knew that the NEW TESTAMENT of your modern Bible did not have 1st and 2nd Peter?  Yet if the total number of missing words were added up, this is how much shorter the modern translations are than the KJB.  Is it a cause for concern if the names of Christ are missing 175 times, or if the word “hell” is not found in the OLD TESTAMENT or if key doctrinal passages have been diminished?  …much more is involved that the question of modern English.  The entire fabric of (ancient heresies concerning Christ) have been affected!  The underlying text is substantially different.  The philosophy and methodology of the translators is in marked contrast to that of the AV.”

             Dr. Chas. Turner,  director of Baptist Bible Translators Institute:  “Someone has wisely said ‘A man who owns only one watch knows what time it is, but a man who has 2 watches is never quite sure.’  In a similar way this is the problem withthe many translations of the NEW TESTAMENT   Because there are many translations of the Scriptures, all claiming to be God’s Word, people are not sure ‘what time it is.’  That is to say, people are not sure which translation is truly God’s Word.” 

                     

Someone wrote a book called “Unholy hands on God’s Holy Word” which states the problem succinctly!



ILLUS:  While we would likely ‘Amen’ the above, it is also profane to dawdle or become disinterested while the Bible is preached and just as profane to treat its commands, principles and precepts lightly!



The Bible Is Sacred:



Men must not tamper with God’s Word(s)!  

It is forever settled in heaven;  it was already past in God’s mind before it was penned down here – “God didn’t choose the words to fit the man, he chose the man to fit the words (including personality and vocabulary!).” Hyles



ILLUS:  The New English Bible committee were stumped in their search for a more modern version of the words “the fatted calf” in the parable of the prodigal son.  Finally, armed witha list of alternatives, the professors went to London’s Smithfield’s meat market.  Giving the list to one of the butchers there, they asked, “Which, if any, of these terms would you use to describe an animal about to be slaughtered?”

The butcher read over the list with care, shook his head and returned the piece of paper and said:  “We shouldn’t say any o’ them guv’nor, you see, we’ve got technical terms for these things.  We always calls ‘em ‘fatted calves.’ ”  



It is profane to sit in judgment on the Bible, it is our judge!

It is profane to make the absolutes in the Bible, preferences!

It is profane to call that which the Bible calls sin, something else!



III.  PROFANING THE TITHE OF GOD:  cf. v.25  “taken the treasure…”



Lev.27:30  “And all the tithe…is holy unto the Lord.”



The Tithe-Robber Is Guilty Of Profanity:

The Tithe-Robber Is Guilty Of Sacrilege:



ILLUS:  When you “cross the threshold” into the tithe, you profane that which is holy.  “The tithe is the Lord’s!”   If you use the tithe for selfish purposes you are a thief.  



IV.  PROFANING THE NAME OF GOD:

  

The Name Of God Is Holy:



ILLUS:  The OLD TESTAMENT  Jew would not even pronounce the word LORD (Jehovah), but would substitute Adonai or Elohim (God).



It is bad and profane to use 4-letter words or suggestive or substitute words.

(“heck” for “hell” and “darn” for “damn” are profaned, sacred Bible words!).

But it is even more profane and far worse to use God’s holy Name in vain and “cross that threshold!”  (“gosh” for “God” – “Gee” or “Geez” for “Jesus” are nothing short of blasphemy and profanity, and violates the 2nd commandment.



CONCL:  Have you profaned the Temple of God (your body)…by exposing it?

               Have you profaned the Book of God…by ignoring it?

               Have you profaned the Tithe of God…by misusing it?

               Have you profaned the Name of God…by abusing it?



               Have you profaned the salvation of God…by refusing it?!





F.H. – 9/24/00										

CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS SAM

C.L. – Commitment



“JOIN GIDEON’S BAND”

or “ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS”



TEXT:  Judges 7:1-8



THESIS:  To show the commitment needed by every soldier in the Lord’s army.



INTRO:  A.  Wm. Hauser, a retired army colonel said there are 4 elements sustaining the “will to fight” in an army.  He said soldiers must learn submission, counter fear, evoke loyalty and develop pride  so they don’t come home in a body bag!  He said to learn submission he must repeat disagreeable tasks, to counter fear he must know he can trust his comrades, to evoke loyalty the men must eat, work and sleep together, and to develop pride he must learn others depend on him.  Since the draft was abandoned and we have a volunteer army, these elements are missing.

                B.  The Bible speaks of believers as being in the Lord’s army.  But instead of an army of dedicated soldiers, the Church has become an “army of volunteers” and as someone said:  “You can’t fire people who don’t get paid.  When you’ve got a volunteer army, you take what you can get.”  So we limp along with latecomers, promise breakers and procrastinators.  God had a plan to eliminate these problems which He passed on to Gideon.  He reduced the less desirable elements in Gideon’s army.  He started with 22,000 and whittled it down to 300 committed troops.  There were 3 groups in Gideon’s army which showed up in Christ’s followers and which  continue today…



I.  THE CONTINUALLY UNCOMMITTED:  (THE LOAFERS) v.3 – 22,000



ILLUS:  In Gideon’s army these were the 22,000 deserters and cowards.  Among Jesus’ followers there were a multitude who only followed Him because of what they could get out of it, and when they heard of the commitment they had to make, turned back.



Jn.6:2

And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 

Jn.6:66

From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 



	A.  “Entertain me…”



1.   They were fascinated by His miracles, but when He demanded a 

			 commitment, they turned back.



ILLUS:  This is the “Herod syndrome” – “perform for me!”  



Lk.23:8-11

And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.  Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. 

And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.  And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 



		2.  This is the crowd who always want a thrill or a chill instead of making a 

commitment;  these troops soon go “A.W.O.L.” and become deserters if they 

don’t get “goose bumps” in every service.



	B.  “Feed me…”



ILLUS:  Multitudes followed Him as long as He fed them, but when He went to Calvary, even His closest followers fled.



		1.  This is “religion a la carte”.



QUOTE:  F.H. Henry:  “Millions of (Christians)…choose and change their churches as they do their airline – for convenience of travel, comfort, and economy.”  

		2.  There can be no worship without obedience to truth;  worship involves 

			sacrifice…it’s not just praising God, but praising Him thru our instant 

              response to His requests or demands via the preaching of the Word.

		3.  To speak of worship without surrender is like expecting an airplane to fly 

			with one wing;  Israel brought sacrifices, but had no surrender…



Mt.15:7-9

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 



II.  THE CASUALLY COMMITTED:  (THE LOUNGERS) v.6  - 10,000		



	A.  “Help me…”



		1.  Someone said “even the ungodly are faithful when they are getting paid.”

		2.  Many Christians are like those in the army who “re-up” if the bonus is large 

			enough, but they have no real commitment.

		3.  The army now has to recruit people on the promise that they will pay for 

			their education;  there is no appeal to patriotism, loyalty, etc. in a volunteer

			army.

QUOTE:  Erwin Lutzer  “The millions who take their religion a la carte will someday discover they’ve had the wrong menu.  Only those who pay the price of obedience can enjoy the nourishment of the bread from heaven.”

       

	B.  Bless me…” 



		1.  Many come to church, sit in a pew and dare the preacher to bless them.

		2.  They come to get something, not to sacrifice anything.

		3.  They choose their church based on the “youth ministry,” or the Christian 

			school, or some other “program” which will benefit them, instead of to

			reach the lost, get involved, sacrifice, give or be used.



ILLUS:  J.F. Kennedy rallied a stagnant and complacent nation in his inaugural address by stating: “Ask not what your country can do for you, but rather ask what you can do for your country.”  Perhaps we should awaken the sleeping giant of the Church by saying “Ask not what your church can do for you, but what you can do for a dying world, through your church!”

                 	

III.  THE COMPLETELY COMMITTED:  (LOYAL)  V.7 - 300  



	A.  “Use me…”



ILLUS:  The 300 remaining troops in Gideon’s band were completely committed!  No way were they a match for the hordes of the Midianites.  They had no weapons (just pitchers, trumpets and lights)!  They were wholly trusting in the Lord…they had no resources of their own.  

			In Napoleon’s army, men endured physical pain, illness, or even the sacrifice of an arm or leg just for an approving nod from their leader.  In the Lord’s army nothing will replace complete commitment to Him.



		1.  Someone has said that the marks of a strong church are wet eyes, bent 

			knees and a broken heart.

		2.  The completely committed Christian is one who has severed relationships

			anything which tends to neutralize his or her effectiveness and is yielded

			completely to the Holy Spirit.

		3.  He or she doesn’t say: “entertain me…feed me…help me…or bless me”  but 

			instead says simply “use me…”

		4.  While the band of Apostles are relatively obscure (Bartholmew, Philip, 

			Andrew, Thomas, Labbaeus, Simon the Canaanite, Matthew)  and perhaps 

Fit in the second category, there are 4 names which stand out:  Peter,    James, John and Paul, which definitely belong in this category.

		

			a.  Of course Peter, James and John were in Jesus’ “inner circle” and were 

				greatly used of the Lord.

			b.  Paul came later, but was even more greatly used.



ILLUS:  “Used” is the active word in both the above statements.    The cry of the Completely Committed Christian should be “Lord, use me!”  



CONCL:  The question is, which category do YOU fit in?  Are you like those who were disciples, but turned back?  Like the Apostles who were casually committed? Or like Peter, James, John and Paul who were greatly USED and were continually committed?

A volunteer army will never do.  Only one conscripted by a higher calling will have the determination, dedication and commitment to complete the task.  Unless Jesus is the Captain of your salvation and you have learned submission, countered fear (by faith), demonstrate loyalty and develop pride in your calling (not in self), you have no claim to true commitment.  You are a part of the untrustworthy volunteer army.

              Instead of singing “Onward Christian Soldiers” as written, perhaps we are 

Singing:                 “Like a mighty turtle,

                              Moves the church of God;

                              Brothers, we are treading 

                              Where we’ve always trod.”









F.H. – 10/1/00						                                                    

 DOG LION SAM

C.L. – Availability



“IT IS BETTER TO BE A LIVING DOG THAN A DEAD LION”



TEXT:  Eccl. 9:4



THESIS:  To reveal the 3 attributes of the Christian God uses; ability, availability and dependability.



INTRO:  A.  I recently read a book on character by Dr. Dennis Corle, at the same time my wife and I were reading thru Ecclesiastes.  The chapter in brother Corle’s book included an intriguing verse from Ecclesiastes; both of which encouraged my heart..  I have borrowed from this chapter and this passage for this message and hope its truth will encourage your heart.  

              B.  Dr. Corle spoke of the greatness of D.L. Moody, C.H. Spurgeon, Lester Roloff, John R. Rice, etc. and concluded that though he may not compare with them as to oratory, skills and even character – they are dead and so are their ministries.  But he and his ministry are alive.  They may have been “lions” and he only “dog” but they are dead lions and he is a living dog!

			C.  We need to praise the Lord for greatly used men and women of God in and out of the Bible.  But Moses is dead.  Joshua is dead.  Joseph is dead.  Peter is dead.

Paul is dead.  Their ministries were blessed and their memory is blessed, but we are alive and we will do more for God in the year 2000 than Spurgeon, Moody, and even Moses and Joshua!



TRANS:  I want to encourage all the ‘living dogs’ here today and remind you that you are better than any ‘dead lion’!  I want to speak about 3 important areas in your life: ability, availability and dependability…



I.   ABILITY:  



	A.  Natural Ability:  Talent



		1.  Whatever natural ability or talent you possess you need to use for the Lord.



ILLUS:  This week I was watching the Olympic competition.  The announcer commented about one medal winner, that she didn’t possess any natural talent in the event she competed in, that she had to work hard for every skill that won her the gold medal.  There were more talented competitors, but she worked diligently to excel.  It is tragic that many talented Christians fail to use what they have been given naturally, while others will little or no talent work hard be a blessing in the ministry.

                 If you have natural skills as a carpenter, electrician, plumber, artist, musician or ? you should use them to help the ministry!  Maybe you are a people-person.  Think of ministries you could have encouraging others or teaching others.  Maybe you are not a people-person, but you have computer ability or artistic ability God could use.  Whatever you have been given as to talent should be used for Him!  Lk.12:48:  “…unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required…”  

	B.  Supernatural Ability:  Gifts



		1.  Talents depend on natural power, gifts on spiritual endowment;  Peter said:

              “if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth.”   1 Pet.4:11

         2.  There are at least 19 gifts of the Spirit listed in the N.T, e.g., preaching,  

			teaching, helps, mercy, giving, etc.                                                   

		3.  Absence of gifts does not excuse obedience to commands;  though some 

may not possess the gift of giving, all are still commanded to tithe, though some may not possess the gift of preaching, all are commanded to

			witness, etc.               

		

ILLUS:  When the Tabernacle was being built God commanded Moses to take an offering of all the people.

Ex.25:1-8

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.  And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim wood, Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate.  And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.

                 And while all were to give according to their ability,  some had special gifts and talents which were to be used in the building.

Ex.31:1-6

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:  And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,  And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.  And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee.            



		4.  Gifts are not ministries;  a ministry is the sphere in which a gift is              

              administered, e.g., I administer the gift of preaching in my sphere of 

              ministry, which is the local church but that sphere of ministry may change.

         5.  Gifts are not fruit;  gifts have to do withservice, fruit has to do withcharacter;

              gifts are the means to an end, fruit is the end;  gifts are what a person has,

              fruit is what a person is.



ILLUS:  Neither talent, gifts nor fruit mean much unless they are available to the Lord for His use!

This brings us to the heart of the message…



II.  AVAILABILITY:  



Is.6:8

8	Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.   (God called, Isaiah was available.  God called, Jonah was unavailable!)

	A.  Hammers and Shoes:



		1.  Hell will be populated with people who were unavailable when the 

              opportunity to respond to God’s call came.

         2.  Heaven will be populated with talented and even gifted people who were 

unavailable when the opportunity to serve came;  they were too busy with

good things to make themselves available for the best thing.



ILLUS:  How many have ever used a shoe when a hammer wasn’t available?  Why?  A hammer would have worked better, but a shoe was available.  How many have ever used a knife or coin instead of a screwdriver?  Why?  A screwdriver would have worked better, but the knife or coin was available.  That’s what God does.  He doesn’t always use the best, but He uses what’s available.  There were many other young men more talented than me when God decided to use me, but they were unavailable.  Others were more handsome, more gifted, more intellectual, more promising, had bushier hair, were taller, etc., but I was available.  I would rather be a shoe that is used than a hammer that it unavailable!



	B.  Fishermen and Pharisees:



		1.  Surely the Pharisees were more gifted, more educated, wealthier, more 

              schooled in the Scriptures and literate, but the fishermen were available!



1 Cor.1:26

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:   (Why?  Because the wise, mighty and noble were unavailable!)



		2.  Jesus called fishermen and tax collectors because they made themselves 

              available to Him;  when He said “Follow me…”  they left all and did!

         3.  The Lord used a Samaritan because a Levite was not available; He used a 

              Samaritan because a priest was not available;  He used a half-breed Gentile

              Because another Jew was not available.

		4.  The Lord uses introverts (like Moses)  because orators are not available, a 

              teen shepherd boy (like David) because a soldier was not available, He even

              used a donkey to rebuke a preacher because a man was not available!

		5.  God will always use a living dog that is available before a dead lion that is

              not available, because the greatest ability is availability.



III.  DEPENDABILITY:  



Philemon 1:21

21	Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. 



	A.  Plow horses Or Pretty Ponies?



ILLUS:  When Dr. Lee Roberson was a boy his father took him to Louisville, Ky. To a stockyard to buy a plow horse.  Dr. Roberson saw a pony that pranced and had a beautiful flowing mane.  He said, “Dad, that’s the one I want.”  They talked to the salesman who assured them the pony would pull a plow O.K.  But when they got him home and harnessed him and hooked him up to the plow, he wouldn’t budge.  He had to return the pony and the salesman directed him to an old sway backed mare leaning against a wall.  He told them “That one is accustomed to pulling a plow.”  So they hooked her up to a plow and she immediately put her muscles to work and pulled out a big stump as smooth as could be.  When he got home his father said, 

“Son, you really got taken this time.”  Dr. Roberson said: “Oh, no, dad.  This one’ll pull.  It’s a good one.”

The next day they hooked up that old mare to the plow and she walked down the field and back, cutting straight furrows all day long.  She was dependable!   



		1.  We’ve got lots of “pretty ponies” who are so busy making a living for them-

              selves God can’t depend on them.

         2.  We have lots of “pretty pony” preachers so busy making a name for them-

			selves and being big shots, they don’t have for God or the people they are 

              called to minister to.



	B.  Work Or A Job?



ILLUS:  There is never a shortage of work.  The trouble is, most people are not looking for work, they are looking for a position and a fat paycheck.  A man came to a millionaire during the Great Depression looking for work.  He said, O.K., move that pile of bricks to the other end of the lot and stack them neatly.  He did and the millionaire told him to move them back again.  He did and the millionaire told him to move them back again.  The next day he came back and asked “Do you have any work for me today?”  He said yes and handed him 2 checks.  He said go downtown and buy yourself a suit, shoes, etc. and go to this address and place bids on these materials for my company.  This man went from being unemployed to the purchasing agent for the millionaire’s company because he was dependable.  



CONCL:  God used Moody and Sunday and Torrey and Wesley in spite of doctrinal errors, because they loved God and were available and dependable!   And God will use us if we are available and dependable, in spite of our faults and frailties.   I may be a shoe, but if I am more available than a hammer, I’m going to be used.  I may be a knife instead of a screwdriver, but if I am closer at hand, I’ll get used by God when the screwdriver that is unavailable, won’t!  I may only be a “living dog” but I am better than any old “dead lion!”  If you have ability, use it, but even if you don’t you can have availability and dependability and can be used!



F.H. – 11/26/00										

DON’T QUIT SAM

C.L. – Steadfastness



“ARE YOU TOO FULL?”

or “WHY CHRISTIANS QUIT ON GOD!”



TEXT:  Prov. 27:7



THESIS:  To reveal some of the reasons Christians stop serving the Lord.



INTRO:   A.  I like feasting better than fasting!  But right now I don’t want a Thanks

giving dinner.  I love turkey, but I don’t want it for at least a month.  Why?  “The full soul loatheth an honeycomb…” v.7a

                B.  There are hungry, homeless and starving people all over the world who would enjoy eating what most of us threw away after our Thanksgiving dinner.  Why?

“…to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.”   Someone said: “Indulgence

makes all things tasteless, want makes all things sweet.”



NOTE:  The text doesn’t say “full belly”  but “full soul.”  It doesn’t say “hungry body” but “hungry soul.”  The emphasis is on the spiritual, not the material.  Spiritually speaking, “ARE YOU TOO FULL?”   A Laodicean, full Christian will throw up over the meat of the Word, while a backslidden, repentant, wounded Christian will feast on Ps.51, 1 Jn.1:9, Prov.5-8, and Jeremiah, like they were hot fudge sundaes!  



TRANS:  Following are some reasons “WHY CHRISTIANS QUIT ON GOD!”



I.   PREMATURE SATISFACTION:



	A.  Too Much, Too Soon:  



		1.  Christians become “spoiled brats” who have more than their character or 

              spiritual maturity level can handle!

         2.  Our children have too much and get full too soon.



ILLUS:  Beware giving your kids everything they want!  They have it all and have done it all by age 12 and we wonder why they are bored with life!  Make them earn what they get.  Rewards should be earned!  Parents are killing each other over “Playstation 2” – the hot video game this year.  It will join all the other trash hot toys of previous years by next year!  Don’t be sucked in by the media hype that says your kids must have the latest, biggest, flashiest, hottest “stuff”!  You may ruin their future!



		3.  Our teens taste “premature honey” and get turned off.



Prov.25:16

Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

1 Sam.14:27

But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: wherefore he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in an honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. 



ILLUS:  Dating, make up, clothing, music, cars, freedom, etc.!  A boy’s father gave him a corvette for his 18th birthday.  This boy was a solid Christian.  The other boys were ooohing and aaahing over the car and the boy asked the youth pastor to come and see it.  He said “Yeah, that’s nice” and walked away.  The boy was crushed.  His youth pastor loved him.  He asked him to take a ride with him in the car.  He turned away and said “Choose the car or the Lord!”  He knew the danger of premature honey!



		4.  Young couples acquire too much and get satiated and lose interest. (cars, 

             homes, etc. – things which used to come only after years of hard work and a

             family!).

         5.  Older adults push for retirement and stop work and quit serving God.



ILLUS:  You can get jaded when you have too much without appreciation.  A good church, a faithful pastor, good preaching, good standards, a Christian school, , etc.  You get bored with the best!

		

	B.  Slow Down!!!

		1.  Enjoy every phase of life God gives you!



ILLUS:  It’s better to eat slower and savor each course of a meal than to woof it down!



		2.  Never use the word “bored” – it means you are not being creative! 



ILLUS: Kids, make your own fun;  girls, learn to cook, sew, etc.;  boys, learn mechanics,  computers, etc.;  men, read, study, learn your Bible;  ladies, read, enjoy your housework, etc.



II.   HIGH LEVELS OF FRUSTRATION:  



	A.  Failure Is Natural:



		1.  If you never fail, you will never learn to succeed!

         2.  Seeing others fail is natural.



			1.  If you see a leader fail – keep going!

              2.  If you see a partner fail – keep going!

              3.  If you see the preacher fail – keep going!



ILLUS:  Jesus saw Peter fail, but He kept going – He re-commissioned Peter and used him!  He saw Thomas fail, but He kept going – He encouraged him.  



				1)  Maybe that teacher is tired and fails – don’t quit.

                   2)  Maybe that preacher is burdened or burned out – don’t quit.

                   3)  Maybe that husband or wife is frustrated – don’t quit.  



ILLUS:  I have seen my members, friends and heroes fail, but in spite of the frustration, I just kept going.

When faith fizzles, duty should carry your through!  When folks fail you, frustration must be replaced with fight!



2 Cor.4:8-9

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed… 



	B.  Claim God’s Promises: 



		1.  “Take no thought…”  when things look hopeless.

         2.  “I will never leave you…” when friends desert you.

         3.  “Be careful for nothing…” when things frustrate you.



III.  DIMINISHED DREAMS:  



	A.  Settling For Less:  



ILLUS:  Joseph had a dream and his whining brothers ridiculed him;  even his father rebuked him.  But Joseph held onto his dream and it sustained him thru the long years in prison, thru false accusations, hardship, defeat and rejection.  What if he had stopped believing God!!!   Joseph didn’t quit on himself, his dream or his God!   (Remember the principle I gave you last week:  don’t undo in a moment of weakness what you did in a moment of strength!)



	B.  Pursue Your Dream:  

	

		1.  Don’t trade your big dream for a lesser dream.

         2.  Someone has to lead – why not you?



ILLUS:  The next pastor of this church may be sitting in this room;  the next pastor’s wife, missionary, Christian school teacher, great soul-winner, man or woman-of-God, great inventor, scientist, statesman…



IV.  LOSS OF COURAGE: 



	A.  Develop Conviction:  



		1.  The reason most people quit on God is that they lack conviction.

         2.  If they had conviction they would still be serving the Lord.



			a.  Stand on your own.

              b.  Forget what others think or say.

              c.  Be great, not a groupie.

              d.  Make decisions based on principle.



	B.  Do Right!



ILLUS:  When others do wrong – decide to do right!    When others quit – keep going!  When others are lazy – keep working!   When others cave in – stand up!  When others go into debt – don’t!  When others are slobs – set an example!  When others sin – stay clean!  When others divorce – make your marriage work!  



CONCL:  My heart is broken because of Christians I’ve seen quit on God!  Teens who were headed in the right direction – made a wrong turn.  Spiritual kids became carnal over a car or girl or guy and left the will of God.  Adults whom God once used, are set aside.  People who never developed conviction, caved in.  Those who lost their dream settled for 2nd best.  Those who tasted premature honey got full and lost their spiritual appetite.  Don’t become a statistic?  “ARE YOU TOO FULL?!”  “ARE YOU ABOUT TO QUIT ON GOD?”    It’s not worth it!  

                   SLOW DOWN!  CLAIM GOD’S PROMISES!  PURSUE YOUR DREAM!  DO RIGHT!



F.H. – 12/3/00							                                               LUKEWARM SPM

C.L. – Lukewarmness



“THE SIN OF BEING AVERAGE!”



TEXT:  Revelation 3:14-20



THESIS:  To show that spiritual lethargy is a sin in the Savior’s sight.



INTRO:  A.  Being average in most areas is not sinful (unless you can do better!), e.g., academics, athletics, appearance or accumulating wealth.  There IS only one Einstein, one Michael Jordan, one Mr. Universe and one Bill Gates.  But it IS sinful and shameful to be average spiritually!  “lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot…”  

               B.   The church at Laodicea was neither good nor bad, neither hot nor cold – just somewhere in the middle: mediocre, lukewarm, average.  And the Savior said He was sick over their “SIN OF BEING AVERAGE.”

               C.   When the Lord gave John the letter to the church in Philadelphia, He had nothing bad to say about it.  When He gave him the letter to the church in Laodicea, He had nothing good to say about it.  Why?  Because of “THE SIN OF BEING AVERAGE!”  



ILLUS:  Most fundamentalists see the church of Laodicea as a picture of the church of the 21st century…US!  Surely if there is an age of spiritual complacency and lukewarmness, it is this age of materialism, worldliness and carnality.  The tragedy is that the average Christian today is just “average”!  



I.   INDICATIONS OF BEING AVERAGE:  V.17a



	A.   Prospering Materially, Coasting Spiritually:  “I am rich…”



ILLUS:  Americans have a passion for excellence and a demand to excel.  They idolize those who excel in sports, entertainment, and business.  They are willing to work 50-80 hours per week to excel as they climb the corporate ladder to success.  Just don’t ask these same Christians to spend more than an hour or two in a church service,  on a bus route, or soul-winning!



		1.  The problem is priorities.

         2.  The problem is spiritual mediocrity.



	B.  Pursuing Goods, Instead of God:  “increased with goods…”



		1.  Worshipping the tangible, ignoring the invisible.

		

ILLUS:  Outwardly, the church at Laodicea was the most impressive of the seven, but spiritually it was the most distressing of all.  –Morris   There is nothing wrong with having attractive buildings, etc., but they should not become the main focus and should never detract from the main purpose.



2.   There are many neutral, mediating, middle-of-the-road, “evangelical”          

               churches today which in order to keep their offerings up and their wealthy

               members placated, compromise and avoid anything controversial or demand-

               ing, which would disturb the status-quo. 

		3.   These churches harm no one, because they reach no one;  they are not 

               cold, they are friendly (“user-friendly”), they are not dead, they are grow-

               ing, but they are lukewarm, just average!



	C.  Placing Comfort Over Crucifixion:   “…have need of nothing”



		1.   The Church, like America, places comfort above truth and right.



ILLUS:  As long as Americans have jobs, health care, benefits, etc. it doesn’t matter who is in office or what his character is.  We will elect whoever promises us the most comforts.  As long as the Church is 

in “need of nothing” she will compromise truth, water down doctrine and enjoy the benefits.  Just don’t ask to give up anything, to crucify self!  Cf. Gal.2:20  The early church was characterized by martyrdom, the modern church is characterized by materialism.



2.   Christians will give, but not go;  they will offer money, but not time; they                                      

      are willing to give of their substance, but not of themselves;  they look for 

      comfort, not crucifixion!



	D.  Focused On Time, Ignoring Eternity:



		1.   The problem is perspective.

         2.   We don’t see ourselves as eternal beings, but temporal beings.

         3.   We focus on the here and now and have little concern over eternity; we are 

               content with mediocrity in the realm of the spiritual;  we are indeed luke-

               warm!



ILLUS:  Imagine your doctor being lukewarm about disease.  He examines you and then simply tells you to pay the receptionist on the way out.  You say “Wait a minute, doc.  What’s wrong with me?”  He says,

“Oh, nothing to worry about, you just have a bad case of bubonic plague.”  You look withastonishment and ask, “Aren’t you going to give me an injection, or put me in the hospital?  People don’t just walk around with bubonic plague!  It’s catching, isn’t it?  What about my family?  The people in the waiting room?  Me?

“People die of bubonic plague, don’t they?   He just looks at you and says, “That’s all right, my friend.  You have to die sometime.  It might just as well be of bubonic plague as cancer or a coronary.  Diseases don’t interest me too much.  Now, if you needed surgery, well, that’s more my line.”  Imagine a doctor lukewarm about disease!  Imagine a church or a Christian lukewarm about Christ!  It makes as much sense.  - Phillips 



II.  IMPLICATIONS OF BEING AVERAGE: V.18b



	A.  Spiritual Wretchedness:  (A Binding Sin)    “thou art wretched…”



		  1.  The word “wretched” means “miserable.”

           2.  The reason many Christians are miserable, is because they are lukewarm.

           3.  The remedy is to break out of the lukewarm condition and get hot!



	B.  Spiritual Misery:  (A Degrading Sin)   “thou art…miserable…”



		1.  This word means pitiable and is parallel to being wretched.

         2.  The most pitiful creature is a lukewarm Christian;  they are not happy in the 

              world or in the church.

		3.  The remedy is to quit being average and excel as a believer.



	C.  Spiritual Poverty:  (A Serious Sin)   “thou art…poor…”



		1.  This condition has to do with values and priorities.

         2.  This church is destitute of anything of spiritual worth.

         3.  The remedy is to return to the gold standard, to spiritual values, which can 

              only be purchased with repentance and yieldedness to the Spirit of God. V.18a



	D.  Spiritual Nakedness:  (A Shameful Sin)  “thou art…naked”



		1.  The tragedy is that believers are naked and don’t have any shame!

         

ILLUS:  There is a story about the emperor’s new clothes.  The emperor was enamored withhis wardrobe  One day two ingenious cheats calling themselves weavers showed up and conned the king into purchasing some magnificent, but invisible clothes.  They pretended to weave the garments and the day came when they collected their fortune and the emperor his new garments.  He donned the robes and paraded himself around, and everyone pretended to admire them, for fear of the king, till one little boy said:  “But the emperor has nothing on at all!” 



		2.  The remedy prescribed by Christ is to purchase “white raiment, that thou

              mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.”  

              v. 18a



Rev. 19:8

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 



	E.  Spiritual Blindness:  (A Tragic Sin)  “thou art…blind”



		1.  Here is a church without vision.

         2.  The remedy is “eyesalve” provided by the Lord  v.18b



Jn. 4:35

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 



III.  INSTRUCTIONS TO AVOID BEING AVERAGE:  V.19-20



	A.  Accept Rebuke and Chastening

	B.  Be Zealous

	C.  Repent

	D.  Answer The Door!



CONCL:  Here is an amazing manifestation of grace!  Those who were about to be spewed out of His mouth are now invited to sit with Him on His throne!  Here is the cure for “THE SIN OF BEING AVERAGE!”

               On Mt. Moriah Isaac observed the altar, the wood and the fire and asked “Where is the lamb?”  In our age we have the altar, the wood and the Lamb, but need to be asking “Where is the fire?!”














