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C:\PCF\WISDOM.SPM


C.L. – Wisdom





“WORDS TO LIVE (and DIE) BY”





TEXT: Ecclesiastes 12:13-14





THESIS:  To reveal certain basic principles which men should live by.





INTRO:  A. There are certain inexorable, inalienable truths in this world everyone had better “get.”


	You need to learn them early in life and if you do you will save yourself a lot of headaches, heart-


	aches, grief and sorrow.  If you don’t you will not only live wrong, but you will die wrong.  The


	believer and unbeliever alike need wisdom.  Unfortunately, the unsaved can’t get wisdom, because


	the prerequisite is to fear God and they don’t!





ILLUS:  The unsaved have learned some things, but they don’t have Godly wisdom.  There are 	some things you had better know, even if you aren’t saved. “The other line always moves 	faster.”  “Live every day as if it was your last and pretty soon it will be.” “The light at the end of


	the tunnel is an oncoming freight train.”   “It always takes longer than you think it will.”  	Murphy’s laws are often “words to live by.”  “Just when you think it can’t get worse, it does.”


	“Inside every large problem are several small ones struggling to get out.”  “You can’t win, you


	can’t break even; you can’t even get out of the game.”  “If you look like your passport photo, 	you are too sick to travel.”  “Never play leap frog witha unicorn!”  “A .357 magnum beats 4 aces.”


	“You can get more with a kind word and a gun than you can with a kind word alone.”  Finally,


	“If you’re lying flat on your face, you can’t fall down!”  These may be “words to live by” but 


	they are not “words to die by.”





			B. The wisest man who ever lived explored living on every level and came to an absolute


	conclusion in our text.  It is this maxim that we will explore, but we will do so by examining 5


	sayings of another wise man of a bygone era, when America had some morals and greatness.  His


	name was Bob Jones, Sr.  Those who learn these 5 basic truths, written on a 4th or 5th grade l	level are nothing short of “WORDS TO LIVE (and DIE) BY”...





I.  DO RIGHT!  Eccl. 12:13-14





QUOTE:  “The greatest words in the English language are ‘Do right’.”  or  “Do right, though


	the stars fall.”  Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.





	A. Fear God!  





		1. The world says, God doesn’t exist.


		2. The world says, fear is a negative emotion, thus “counter-productive.”


		3. The wise man says: “Fear God...!”


		4. God’s Word gives the reasons we had better “Fear God...”





			a. “God shall bring every work into judgment...”  v.14


			b. “There is nothing hid that shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, 


				but that it should come abroad.”  Mk.4:22


			c. “Thus saith the Lord...I know the things that come into your MIND: every one of 						them.”  Ez.11:5


			d. “Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 


				judgment.”  Mt.12:36





ILLUS: Our generation and society is characterized by the words emblazoned on T-shirts and bumper


	stickers: “NO FEAR!”    They had better FEAR GOD!





		5. You can’t “Do right” and disobey God and His command to fear Him!





	B. Keep His Commandments!





		1. Ted Turner says there are not 10 Commandments, instead he offers “10 Positive 						Suggestions.” (Because 8 of the 10 Commandments are negative!)


		2. The world (all evolutionists, atheists, humanists, liberals and New Agers) says God doesn’t


			exist, or if He does, He would never send anyone to hell.


		


ILLUS:  The problem is, that if there is a set of absolutes, men couldn’t commit sodomy (“alternate


	sexual orientation”), fornication (“premarital sex”), adultery (“consenting adults”), lie (“situation


	ethics”), steal (“civil rights”), divorce (“irreconcilable differences”).  


			The believer accepts the absolutes of the Bible (Commandments! not options).  He does


	so because he “fears God.”





	C. Face The Judgment!





		1. Get saved or give an account for your sins!


		2. Get sanctified and live clean for the Lord!


		3. Get surrendered and “do right!” - whatever God commands in His Word.





ILLUS:  If everyone did right - even if they didn’t get saved - America would still be great and a great


	place to live.  You could leave your car doors unlocked withthe keys in the ignition, leave your 	home open when you go on vacation, women could walk down the street at night and not be mo-


	lested, security guards wouldn’t be needed in stores or schools!  No one would have to worry


	about someone stealing his wife or his other possessions, and no doctor or lawyer would over-


	charge anyone for their services and everyone would pay their honest debts!





II.  DO IT TODAY!   Matt.6:34





QUOTE:  “The best preparation for tomorrow is to do what you should do today.”  





	A. Live Right Now!





		1. The best preparation for tomorrow is not planning or even praying, it is to do right today.


		2. The best preparation for tomorrow is not hoarding money or getting an education, it is to 				do what you should do today.


		3. One day at a time doing right will always lead you to where you ought to be tomorrow.





III. DO WHAT WILL LAST!





QUOTE: “Don’t sacrifice the permanent on the altar of the immediate (or the expedient).”





	A. Evaluate The Permanency Of Decisions:





		1. Esau sacrificed the permanent on the basis of instant gratification of an appetite.





ILLUS:  People do it all the time.  We make a financial commitment today which will strap us for]


	the future.  We get involved withthe opposite sex for immediate gratification of an appetite (lust) and


	end up ruining our future for 15 minutes of pleasure.  Some waste a lifetime in the wrong calling


	or profession by one or two hasty, rash, irrevocable decisions.





		2. Judas preferred money to loyalty.


		3. Demas preferred popularity to faithfulness.


 		


	B. Place Things Into Perspective:


		1. You will live forever in a glorified, sinless body - not in this body of flesh which is worm-


			food!


		2. You will forever with the decisions of this lifetime.


		3. You will lose permanent reward and service due to temporal foolishness and sin.





IV.  DO IT TILL IT’S DONE!   James 1:8





QUOTE: “Finish the job!”    - Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 





	A.  Don’t Quit!





		1. No one starts to quit, they start to finish!


		2. Thank God, Jesus finished the work His Father sent Him for!





ILLUS:  America has bred a generations of quitters!   We didn’t finish the liquor traffic back in the


	Prohibition era and we are reaping the results.  (We won’t finish the war on drugs, either.  The 	“Drug  Czar” and the “War on Drugs” and “Drug Free School Zones” are all jokes and everyone 	knows it.)  We didn’t finish W.W.II, we let Russia have Berlin and we reaped 40 yrs. of “cold 	war.”  We didn’t finish Korea and Communism reigned for 30 yrs. and we still have a “military 


	presence in Korea.  We didn’t finish in Vietnam and we walked out in disgrace.  We didn’t fin-


	ish in the Gulf War and Saddam Hussein is more powerful than ever and could plunge the world


	into W.W.III or Armageddon!  “FINISH THE JOB!”


		3. People make commitments and don’t “finish the job” so our divorce rate is 50%!


		4. People make commitments and don’t “finish the job” so we bred a generation of hippies


			whose slogan was “Tune in, turn on and drop out.”


		5. Christians make commitments and don’t “finish the job” - they start reading thru the Bible,


			and make it to Exodus 3 or II Kings 1 and just quit!





ILLUS:  There is a Marine joke about a D.I. who came across a “maggot” (recruit) lying by an ob-


	stacle;  he had two broken legs.  “Sir, I can’t stand up, sir!”  “Okay,” said the D.I., “Don’t waste


	tie.  Do some push-ups!”


			The Germans had a motto for their troops: “Fire till the last shot and then throw stones.”


			There is a painting of a H.S. football player sitting on the bench, bent over, with his head


	down, his helmet hanging by it’s strap in his hands.  The caption says: “I QUIT!”  Looking twice


	you can see the silhouette of Calvary under the bench withthe words “I DIDN’T!”





V.  DO YOUR BEST!  Jas.4:17





QUOTE:  “It is a sin to do less than your best!”





	A. Effort Over Talent:





		1. It is more important for a poor student to work hard and fail the test, than for a good student


			to goof off and pass the test!


		2. It is more important to work hard, do your duty and get no glory, than to display your talent


			and get a reward!





ILLUS:  You have probably never heard of the Cuban Olympic marathon runner named “Felix the


	Fourth.”  He worked his way to the states on a banana boat to New Orleans, jogged to St. Louis


	in his postman’s shoes, which he put on in Havana.  He ran the race and placed fourth: “Felix the


	Fourth.”  He should have won the gold!


			Contrast this withthe mentality of pro football players who make a touchdown and do the


	“hootchy-kootchy” so the crowd will applaud.  It used to be that when a player made a touch-


	down, he simply “touched the ball down” on the goal and handed it to the referee. Today it’s 	“Look at me, look at me - I caught the pass!”  He just did what he was supposed to do - what he


	gets paid big bucks to do - his duty!  But he thinks he should be rewarded for doing his duty!





Lk.17:10


10	So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 





		3. Applaud your children when they do right, not when they display their talent or do their


			duty (when they take out the trash, get baptized, live clean not when they get a trophy


			for God-given talent.  Applaud them when they practice the piano faithfully, not when


			they do well at the recital!)





	ILLUS: The “reward me for doing my duty” syndrome spawned by the pro sports “heroes” and


		“superstars” manifests itself in the church with “workers” who will not work unless they get


		public recognition or credit for doing their duty.  You gave the tithe - you did your duty!  You


		led someone to Christ - you did your duty!  You brought someone to church - you did your


		duty!  You worked your bus route - you did your duty.  You worked in the nursery - you did


		your duty!  (The only thing worse than this mentality is those who don’t do their duty!!!)


		“It’s a sin to do less than your best!”





CONCL:  Here are five “WORDS OF WISDOM TO LIVE (and DIE) BY!”  Learn them and prosper


	(spiritually); fail to learn them and stagnate and suffer loss (now and hereafter)!





F.H. - 8/4/96																	      


 C:\PCF\ORDER.SAM


C.L. - God's Order





"DON'T RUSH THE WASHING MACHINE!"





TEXT: 1 Cor. 14:40





THESIS:  To show that God wants things done according to His schedule, not ours.





INTRO:  A. Automatic washing machines have a cycle they go through, which is very important


	in getting your clothes clean.  The maker knew best what that order was and printed it in the in-


	struction manual.  It goes something like this:  Fill-up, wash, rinse, spin, rinse, spin - viola! 	clean clothes.  If you choose to change the order of  the cycle - dirty clothes!  "DON'T RUSH


	THE WASHING MACHINE!" 





			B. Your Maker knows best what order will produce the best results (a clean Christian),


	and in His Instruction Manual, the Bible, He tells us what that order is.  If we choose to 	change the order things will go wrong in our lives.





I.  GOD'S ORDER IN THE CHURCH:  Acts 2:41, 42





	A. Saved Then Baptized:  v.41a





ILLUS:  In most churches baptism precedes anything!  Because they "baptize" babies!  This is 


	NOT God's Order in the Church!  It is just as wrong and out of order to baptize someone who is


	not saved, even though they are adults.





	B. Baptized Then Membership:  v.41b





ILLUS:  It is strange that some Christians seem to belittle Church membership.  With the excep-


	tion of the Gospels nearly every NEW TESTAMENT book was written to the members of local churches or to


	the pastors of local churches.  Even Revelation was written to 7 local churches.  To define a 


	local church there must be membership!  What does Paul mean when advocating the excom-


	munication of an immoral person in the Corinthian church when he says: "For what have I


	to do to judge them also that are without? (without what?!)  Do not ye judge them that are


	within?  (within what? - you can't excommunicate someone from the Body of Christ!)


	Or what does he mean in speaking of the qualifications of a Pastor: "Moreover he must have


	a good report of them which are without..."?    Or in I Timothy 5:9 where he instructs: "Let


	not a widow be taken into the number under 3 score years..."		





		1. There can be no discipline of erring church members apart from membership.


		2. There can be no accountability (which is what some try to avoid) with out membership.


		3. Evangelism and new converts should result in church membership...it's God's order. (text)


		4. If  it was good enough to get saved in, it is good enough to join and stay in!


	


   C. Membership Then Service:  v.42





		1. When everyone is "doing their own thing" in a church the focus is lost and doctrinal unity


			is diminished.


		2. Unless everyone agrees on basic doctrine, beliefs, standards and direction local church


			effectiveness is diminished.





II. GOD'S ORDER FOR BELIEVERS:  Eccl. 3:1-8





	A. Childhood Then Teenhood:





QUOTE:  I have a message titled: "BEWARE HONEY" in which I warned: Young girls, wear-


	ing hose is not wrong...but not when you are 8,9 10, 11...  Make up is not wrong, but don't 


	wear it yet.  Don't date yet!  Don't go steady yet!  Don't eat teen-age honey when you are


	a child, nor adult honey when you are a teen, nor middle age honey when you are a young 


	adult, nor senior citizen honey when you are middle aged...BEWARE PREMATURE HONEY!


			We push our kids into teen age before their time and they lose the sweetness of the


	honey of that wonderful time.  Now we don't only have teen, but teeny-boppers and pre-teens.


	We not only have engagements, but pre-engagements, going-steady and nearly going steady and


	almost going steady...





Prov.9:17-18


17	Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 


18	But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell. 





	B. Teenhood Then Adulthood:





ILLUS:  Teens - enjoy who you are NOW!  It can be the best time of your life.  You can wait


	for marriage, money and the misery that may come with adulthood.  Don't rush things.  


			We now have a nation of children having children.  Unwed girls who wanted to RUSH


	THE WASHING MACHINE CYCLE!





	C. Marriage Then Touching:





1 Cor.7:1b  "...It is good for a man not to touch a woman."





ILLUS:  God made us to enjoy touching each other.  He made us to enjoy the touch of male and


	female lips (only!).  He made us to enjoy physical intimacy, touching our sensitive bodies.


	But be careful you stay in God's order.  "DON'T RUSH THE WASHING MACHINE!"  


	God doesn't want to keep us from the enjoyment, but that our enjoyment be complete.





		1. First you need to meet someone whom you believe may be God's choice for you.


		2. Then you need time to really get acquainted.


		3. Then you begin to like them.


		4. Then you may fall in love (Never say "I love you" till you say it to the one you are going


			to marry).





			a. Wait for God's mate.


			b. Wait till you are in love.


			c. Wait till you are ready for adult responsibilities.


			d. Wait till you are ready to be a parent.


			d. Wait till you are financially able.





ILLUS:  If you get the wrong job, buy the wrong car, or home or go to the wrong school, you can


	make amends and change...but if you marry the wrong person you are stuck for LIFE!





		5. Then you can get engaged.


		6. Then you can get married and begin the marriage relationship. (O.K. to touch now!)





ILLUS:  God says that "marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled..."  but he also


	says "but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge."  Girls, don't allow some whore-


	monger to put his filthy hands on your virgin body.  Take off your wooden heeled shoes and hit


	him over the head!  Men, keep your hands off the girls.  Girls...dress modestly and don't tease 


	the boys!





		7. Then comes the children (We have a whole generation where this order is reversed!)


		8. Then you stay married even after the children have grown up and left the nest.





	D. Work and Save Then Spend:





		1. Labor not to be rich.


		2. Get a job and work hard and tithe from the start.  (Pay your back tithes if you go out of 				God's order!)


		3. Earn some money then save toward your goals, then spend.  (Not buy now, pay later.)





			a. God probably wants you to have a nice home, car, etc.


			b. God probably wants you to have nice things...someday!





ILLUS:  The early use of credit and credit cards is ruining America.  You don't need everything 


	you see on TV, the Sears catalog or in the Shopping Mall or QVC!  I never owned a new car


	till I was over 50.  I never went on an out of the country vacation till after my children were


	grown up and married.  I never began to buy a home till I was over 50!   "Pay as you go" ought


	to be the motto for America and for you.  Avoid credit whenever possible.  Wait for the best 


	price.  Shop bargains.  Be careful.  Don't go into debt unless you have to.  





		4. Pay your debts!


		5. Work to get out of debt!


		6. Keep your priorities straight!  





ILLUS:  It is more important to pay your tithe than to buy unnecessary things at the grocery


	store, the dept. store, the shopping mall or the car dealer!  It is more important to have your


	children in a Christian school than for you to have a home of your own or a new car.  





CONCL:   "DON'T RUSH THE WASHING MACHINE!"  God has an order for the church and


	for the Christian.  Don't get out of order.  Don't mess with God's cycle or schedule for your life.


		


			Unsaved, God's order for your life is to get saved.  That will begin the cycle of God's


	order for you and keep you clean and keep you from heartache and broken dreams.  Why not start


	that cycle NOW?!





	








F.H. - 4/28/96																             


 C:\PCF\JORDAN.SPM


C.L. - Failure/Success





								          “DON’T BE SATISFIED!”


TEXT:  Joshua 18:3





THESIS:  To illustrate the principles which spell success and those which lead to failure.





INTRO:  A. Israel had miraculously crossed the Red Sea (a picture of salvation) and after 40 years


	in the wilderness of Sin (!), they have now crossed over Jordan (a picture of the Spirit-filled life).


	But Joshua’s statement in our text is an indictment against their complacency and slackness.


	No longer meeting withany open opposition, they had settled down to rest, though more than 1/2


	of the nation had not obtained their inheritance.





			B. How like those today in the church who think that because they are on the safe side


	of salvation and have entered into a portion of the blessings of God can now sit back and relax.





TRANS:  There are 3 positions represented within the nation of Israel whose posterity are in the


	church today...





I.  NINE and ONE HALF TRIBES CROSSED JORDAN BUT FAILED TO CLAIM THEIR


	POSSESSIONS:





NOTE:  God commanded to divide the land even before it was conquered!  They were to claim their


	possessions by faith!   Joshua had now brought them safely across Jordan and had routed the 	ruling powers, captured their forts and subdued the Canaanites so that Israel had a firm foothold


	in the Promised Land, but there was much left for the people to do; enemies to be dealt with, 	land to be conquered, and the occupants dispossessed.





	A. When You Cross Over - The Battle Begins!





		1. The lethargic, lazy believer who is on the safe side of the Red Sea (salvation) but is still


			wandering in the wilderness of Sin, has little conflict - but also little victory!





ILLUS:  While Israel was in the wilderness they had little conflict from their enemies - as long as


	they stayed close to the center of the camp and the Tabernacle withits pillar of cloud and fire.  They 


	had protection from the heat by day, warmth by night, manna every morning, water out of the


	rock, shoes and clothing that didn’t wear out, etc.  But they had to live in tents, wander in circles,


	and had little motivation and no taste of the “milk and honey” of the Promised Land and that whole 


	generation died in the desert!!!





		2. On the other side of the Jordan (the Spirit-filled life), the enemies lurk and are lodged there


			and will not give up their homes and pastures and gardens and wealth without a fight!





ILLUS:  Once the believer makes the decision to live for the Lord and please Him and possess his


	possessions, he declares war on the world, the flesh and the devil and he will be in a continual state


	of conflict withthem and withhis old nature which loved the peaceful life in the wilderness, where God


	did everything and provided for his or her needs without conflict.





	B. When You Cross Over - You Declare War!





		1. Warfare is never fun!


		2. The preacher who crosses Jordan will never know what peace in the church is.





ILLUS:  There will be those who misunderstand and misinterpret your motives.  They are more con-


	cerned withprofit than people.  They are more interested in the treasurer’s report than in the soul-


	winning report.  They think it is a waste of money to give candy to bus kids and prizes to those


	who bring visitors or to give awards to those who work the hardest.  They are more interested


	in cash than Christ.  They are more interested in themselves than in others.  “Boy preacher, we


	know that people got saved, but it cost so much!”  How much is a soul worth?  How much 	would you want us to spend if it was your soul?  Or if it was your kid who was headed for hell?





		3. The Christian who crosses Jordan will never know what peace in his life is.





ILLUS:  To cross over into the Spirit-filled life costs!  You may have to change your lifestyle: your


	entertainment, your wardrobe, your vocabulary.  You may have to give up your bowling night to


	go soul-winning, you may have to quit your hunting and fishing on Saturday to visit your bus 


	route.  You may have to give up softball to work with boys and girls.  You may have to give up


	renting Hollywood movie videos to study God’s Word for your Sun. Schl. class.  You will never


	get enough rest - but that’s what heaven is for!!!!  





		4. The Church which crosses Jordan will never know what peace is.





ILLUS:  There will never be enough money.  There will never be an end to building.  There will 


	never be enough workers.  





II. TWO and ONE HALF TRIBES DIDN’T WANT TO CROSS JORDAN:  Num.32:1,2,5-7





	A. Your Decision May Discourage Others:





		1. If you decide not to cross over Jordan, others may be discouraged.  v.7,8





ILLUS:  Moses reminds Reuben and Gad of the spies report at Kadesh-Barnea and what it cost the


	nation...40 years of wilderness wandering and that their decision would no doubt cause others


	to want to quit and not go to battle.  (To their credit, they vowed to fight alongside their brethren


	till Canaan was conquered, and they did.)  Later, 1/2 of the tribe of Manesseh joined in their 


	defection.





		2. Other Christians who look up to you may fall if you fail.  


		3. Your children will never serve the Lord if you decide to drop out of the bus ministry, don’t


			go soul-winning, never teach a S.S. class, refuse to get involved in the children’s church


			program, kid’s clubs, etc.





	B. Your Decision May Affect Others:  Joshua 22:9-12





		1. The motives of the 2 1/2 tribes was good, they wanted to erect an altar of memorial, but


			their method was faulty and almost triggered a civil war!





			a. They had broken fellowship withtheir brethren and so misunderstandings arose easily as


				to their motives.


			b. They had left the land where the Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle were erected


				so they had been cut off from their religious obligations, thus their motives were


				misinterpreted when they built a great altar.





ILLUS:  Their stated motive was that they wanted a memorial for their children.  Josh.22:21-28





		2. Your spiritual decisions also affect your children and future generations of believers.


		3. Slackness instead of success, cowardice instead of courage, fear instead of faith and weari-


			ness instead of steadfastness characterized the 9 1/2 tribes in possessing their possessions 


			and selfishness and greed characterized the 2 1/2 tribes - their progeny are with us today!!!





III.  CALEB CROSSED JORDAN BUT WANTED MORE:  Josh.14:6-13





	A. Vision Leads To Victory:





		1. Here is an 85 year old man who hasn’t lost his vision.


		2. He is not satisfied nor content withthe promised provision for the tribes, he wanted some-


			thing beyond the normal: “give me this mountain...(with the) Anakims (and the) cities


			(which are) great and fenced...”  v.12





ILLUS:  Christians should never be satisfied with what others have done or are doing.  God uses


	individuals, not groups!  It has always been so:  Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Samson, David, Paul


	and Peter - to name a few.  But perhaps the greatest of all is this man Caleb, of whom it is record-


	ed 6 times that he “wholly followed the Lord!”  Oh, Lord, give us more Calebs!!!!!





	B. Promise Insures Protection:





		1. Don’t hesitate to do whatever you are sure God has led you to do - His promise insures


			your protection.





ILLUS:  Whether on the far-flung fields of the world or the field at your doorstep, He will protect


	you if you simply, humbly and obediently claim His promises.





		2. Like Caleb, when you claim the promises you will have his protection and possess your


			possessions!  





	C. Consecration Brings Conquest:  v.13-14  �


		1.  God doesn’t give any details how the victory was won, the giants overcome, the walled 


			cities knocked down or breached, how the fences were destroyed or the mountain scaled.


		2.  The Script. simply says: “...and Joshua gave Caleb...Hebron for an inheritance...(and)


			Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb...”





ILLUS:  Don’t ask “how” simply trust God to give you the victory you long for and possess the


	promised possessions He delights in giving to those who “wholly follow” Him.





CONCL:  Don’t be like the 9 1/2 tribes who failed to have the victory, nor the 2 1/2 tribes whose


	interests were primarily selfish.  Instead be like Caleb and “DON’T BE SATISFIED” with the


	status quo or mediocre Christianity.  Pursue victory in spite of obstacles or giants and then in faith


	praise God for your growth and blessings.











F.H. - 7/7/96																	    


C:\PCF\LIBERTY.SAM


C.L. – Liberty





							          “GIVE ME LIBERTY!”


							or “THE FOUR (SPIRITUAL) FREEDOMS”





TEXT:  I Cor.3:17





THESIS:  To show that believers are set free from the bondage of the Law and sin.





INTRO:   A. Our nation boasts that we are the “land of the free and the home of the brave.”  Our


	great freedom documents state that Americans have a God given right to “life, liberty and the 


	pursiut of happiness.  One great patriot declared: “Give me liberty or give me death.”  More


	recently, under the threat of Communism, others have declared “I would rather be dead than


	red.”  





ILLUS:  In Israel stands a great fortress of liberty on top of Mt. Masada.  There 950 Jewish zeal-


	ots or patriots refused to sucumb to the tyranny of Rome and after holding out for 2 years, 


	killed themselves just before the Roman army successfully assualted the mountain.





			B. Our Savior declared:





Jn.8:32


And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 





Jn.8:36


If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 





	Paul the Apostle also had something to say about freedom and liberty for the believer.





2 Cor. 3:17


Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 





	And this is the subject for this message.  The liberty of the believer is often misunderstood. 


	Some treat it as if it is legalism (which it is not - legalism is adding something to salvation apart


	from grace thru faith, e.g. baptism, works, church membership, communion, etc.).  Others see


	our liberty as a license to sin (which it is not)!  





TRANS:  What then is this liberty the Scriptures speak of?  Whatever it is every believer ought to


	want it and declare “GIVE ME LIBERTY!”  Everyone has heard of “THE FOUR FREE-


	DOMS” in America  (Freedom from want, from fear, of speech, of worship), but I want to talk


	about “THE FOUR SPIRITUAL FREEDOMS”...





I.  FREEDOM IN THE SPIRIT:





	A. Liberty To Do God’s Will:





		1. We are not free from the Law, but free under the Spirit’s control to do His will, not ours.


		2. Christ didn’t come to eliminate the Law, but to fulfill it.





			a. Question:  Is the believer free to do now what he was forbidden to do under the Law?


			b. Is he free now to murder?  Commit adultery?  Lie?  Steal?  Of course not!





Mt.5:17-22


17	Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 


18	For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 


19	Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 


20	For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


21	Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 


22	But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 





			c. The demands on a NEW TESTAMENT believer to live right, are greater than under the /OLD TESTAMENT


			d. The difference is that now we have the power to do right because of the indwelling


				Holy Spirit.





Mt.5:43-44


43	Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 


44	But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 





ILLUS:  The Law simply revealed man’s sinfulness.  Man is full of pride and needs to be humbled.


	Man could never be saved by the Law.  The Law couldn’t make man righteous, is simply es-


	tablished his guilt.  It showed him he was incapable of keeping the Law.  


			The NEW TESTAMENT believer has the power of the Holy Spirit to be liberated from the bondage of


	the Law and as he yields to the Spirit is enabled to keep the Law and go beyond the letter to the


	spirit.  


			A teen girl is made to iron her dad’s shirts.  She doesn’t want to but is obedient and does


	it anyway.  Then she gets married.  She has the same number of shirts to iron, but now she


	does it out of love.  She doesn’t have the liberty to quit ironing shirts, but now she does so


	out of a different motive.  





			d. Emancipation from the law does not mean that one becomes lawless, instead


				it means he now has the freedom to right and not do wrong.





ILLUS:  In our country we have seen freedom interpreted to mean the right to do wrong; pornog-


	raphy, drugs, etc.  That isn’t freedom, it’s bondage!!!





II. FREEDOM OF SPEECH: 





	A. Liberty To Speak For The Lord:





		1. “Shameful silence is one of the sins of the saints.”  L. Strauss


		2. On Pentecost the Spirit set the believers free to become “witnesses unto Me...”


		3. Liberty and power in witnessing is the birthright of every believer.





ILLUS:  Perhaps the reason so few say so little for the Lord is due to inconsistent testimonies.


	Of course the more we witness the more will be expected of us.   If we say little for Christ, we


	are free to go along with the world.  Speaking for Christ requires separation.   We need the 


	liberating and energizing power of the Holy Spirit to make us bold to speak up for Him.





Acts 4:31 


31	And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 





QUOTE:  L. Strauss:  “The spiritual success of the preacher’s work is not measured by the energy


	expended nor the crowds which gather, but by the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.”


	Please pray for me that I may be bold to speak up for my Savior.  That was Paul’s request to


	the believers in Ephesus. (6:18-20)





III. FREEDOM OF WORSHIP:  





	A. Liberty To Praise and Please The Lord:





		1. Worship is the exercise of the whole man - heart, mind, will, person and possessions - in


			confession, adoration, praise and prayer to God.


		2. Mere outward forms and ceremonies are not worship.





			a. The time for (corporate) worship is the first day of the week.  Acts 20:7


			b. The place for (corporate) worship is the local church.  


QUOTE:  “...both from experience fand observation, the spirit of worship is associated withassem-


	bling.  No individual will ever sing withthe same enthusiasm and the same exultant sentiment that 	sweeps the heart when a great choir or a great assembly sing together; and no man, in the 	solitude of the closet, will ever pray withthe same enthusiasm and expectation that he feels when


	his prayers are ‘amened’ in the hearts of hundreds of others praying with him.”  -Unknown


	Nor will you ever be challenged or excited or motivated to do your best for the Savior apart


	from public preaching.   - P.F.





			c. The atmosphere for (corporate) worship.





				1) Excitement and expectation should prevail.


				2) Joy and praise ought to permeate your worship.  (Music should set the stage.)


				3) Yieldedness and openness ought to be our attitude.





IV.  FREEDOM FROM THE POWER OF SIN:





	A. Liberty From Self Is Primary:





		1. Satan is subtle, the world is attractive and alluring, but the flesh is the believer’s worst


			enemy.





ILLUS:  In the Navy the greatest enemy is not the occasional onslaught of the enemy, the ships


	are fortified and armed against attack.  The greatest enemy is rust.  One Navy man said: “Today


	we scrape, tomorrow we paint, so the next day we can scrape again.”  He said: “The enemies of


	battle rested from their attacks on certain days, but the vicious enemy of rust never rested.”


			Even so there are days when the devil seems miles away and the world holds little attrac-


	tion for us, but there is never a day I can escape me - “I” - my flesh!





		2. All Christians have been delievered from the penalty of sin, but not all are daily being


			delievered from the power of sin.





Gal.5:13


13	For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 





QUOTE:  Donald G. Barnhouse:  “The Christian is in the position of a prisoner who has been 


	sitting in his prison cell and who is handed a pardon and the key to his cell.  If he will turn the lock 


	he may walk out in perfect freedom...There is delieverance as well as pardon.”


		Too many believers have become comfortable in their prison cell and won’t use the key


	to leave!  They have accepted the pardon, but refuse to use the key.  





Gal.5:1


1	Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 


Gal.5:13


13	For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 





CONCL:  Here then are “THE FOUR (SPIRITUAL) FREEDOMS” every believer has access


	to.  Each one needs to declare “GIVE ME LIBERTY!”  IF the Spirit indeed indwells you, 	then this liberty is available to you.  Use the key!  Escape the bondage.


			Unsaved, you are in bondage to sin and Satan.  That’s why you can’t quit smoking,


	drinking, drugs, immorality, etc.  As in America we enjoy freedom because others were willing


	to pay the price, so too, Christ has paid the price for your spiritual freedom.  Take it!
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C.L. - Tongue


				  “THE MEANEST MEMBER IN FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH”





TEXT:  James 3:2-12





THESIS:  To show the devastation an uncontrolled tongue can do in a church.





INTRO:  A. “THE MEANEST MEMBER IN FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH!”  Is is a deacon?


	Your wife?  Your husband?  George Light?  Kathy Skok?  My Wife?  It could be any one of


	these people...or it could be you!   It is in fact, the member who misuses his or her tongue.





ILLUS:  CNN reported recently on their Pinaccle program that there are 2 brothers who do 85% 


	of all the IMPLOSIONS of buildings around the country.  They said that though it may have


	taken scores of men and long periods of time to build a skyscraper worth millions of dollars, 


	these two brothers can demolish it in a matter of 4 to 5 seconds!!!





			B. The same is true of someone’s reputation.  It can be years in building, but can be ir-


	repably damaged or destroyed in seconds.  And unlike a building demolition, where it is gener-


	ally replaced by something bigger and better, a  damaged reputation may never be restored.





TRANS:  James writes one of the most potent and powerful and at the same time convicting and


	condemning passages in God’s Word on the potentially devastating effects of a loose tongue...





I.  THE INFLUENCE OF THE TONGUE:  v.1-5





	A. The Clean Tongue:  Controls Our Life  v.1,2





NOTE:   In v.1 James gives a warning to those who use their tongue to teach, showing the greater


	responsibility and accountability.  In v.2 he states that the man in control of his words manifests


	his maturity and demonstrates that the rest of his life is likely also to be under control.  When we


	see someone who doesn’t have control over his or her tongue, we can be sure that they are not


	in control over other desires or appetites of the flesh...





		1. Many know what they should or should not eat, but they are out of control concerning


			their appetites and fail miserably;  their taste buds control their life.


		2. Many know what they should or should not say, but they are out of control concerning 


			their speech and fail miserably; their tongue controls their life.





ILLUS:  Some people are a delight to be around because they always have a good word to say


	about someone else, they have a gift of exhortation.  Others bless our hearts with special music.


	Others are a blessing as they share something God has taught them in His Word.  Still others


	use their tongues to give directions to the lost as soul-winners.





	B. The Mean Tongue:  Destoys Others Lives





ILLUS:  Often when we go to the Doctors he asks us to stick out our tongue.  Why?   Often if


	 there is osmething wrong inside it will show up on the tongue.


			So in the spiritual realm - you can often tell is something is wrong witha person on the 


	inside by the way he or she uses their tongue:  gossip, backbiting, division, etc.





Eph.4:29-31


29	Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 


30	And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 


31	Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 


		(Note how many of the sins listed in this passage are sins of the tongue!)





		1. Like a bit:  v.3 


			


			a. A horse weighing hundreds of pounds can be controlled by small “bit” exerting    


				pressure on his tongue.


			b. So too our tongue can exert tremendous pressure to control or “bridle” our entire


				body, withall its appetites and desires.





ILLUS:  Girls need to beware the boy withthe smooth and flattering tongue, telling you how pretty


	and desireable you are.  He may tell you he loves you and then may try to ensnare you by adding


	“If you love me you will not refuse me.”  If you are not careful those words will turn you 			around the way a bit turns a horse and you will live to regret it the rest of your life!





		2. Like a rudder:  v.4





			1. James goes from the size of a horse to great ships, perhaps the size of the object used


				in his illustrations represent something different: e.g., the horse can change the dir-


				ection of an individual, whereas the ship may change the course of many.


			2. Some who have the opportunity may change the direction of many...for good or ill.





ILLUS:  Even strong winds cannot totally control a ship whose rudder is intact and operating prop-


	erly!  So too if the tongue is under control, a life may stay on course, in spite of external pres-


	sures.





		3. Like a spark:  v.5





			a. One tiny spark can start a forest fire with damage in the millions!


			b. One small word can destroy an entire life, church or community!





ILLUS:  The boss gets a ticket on the way to work and takes it out on the employee; the employee


	takes it out on the secretary;  she takes it out on her husband; he rants and raves on his kids; the


	kids go to school the next day and fight on the bus;  the driver gets upset and breaks the speed 


	and the same cop that gave the boss the ticket gives the bus driver one and he...





			c. The point is that words are powerful and have potential for tremendous good or evil.





II. THE INIQUITY OF THE TONGUE:  v.6-8





	A. It Defiles:  v.6





		1. There it is again...the statement that the tongue influences the entire body or course of


			life.


		2. Oh yes, the tongue is “THE MEANEST MEMBER OF FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH!





ILLUS:  A lady goes to the Dr. and he tells her she has rabies.  He leaves the room for a minute and


	when he returns he sees she is writing on a piece of paper.  He asked: “What are you doing?


	Writing your will?  “No” she said, “I am writing down the names of all the people I want to 


	bite!”





	B. It Destroys:  v.7,8





		1. Humanly speaking there is no way to stop the destruction of the tongue - only Holy 


			Spirit yieldedness works.





ILLUS:  James makes the point that men are capable of training snakes, elephants, monkeys, 	lions, tigers, etc, but fail miserably at their attempt at taming the tongue.





		2. The source of all this iniquity is given in v.6b (“set on fire of hell”) and James declares it is 			“full of deadly poison.”  v.8





III. THE INCONSISTENCY OF THE TONGUE:  v. 9-12





	A. Praise and Pollution:  “fountain...sweet water and bitter...salt water and fresh...”  





ILLUS:  The Americans had a name for liars, they said that a liar spoke with”forked tongue.”  Too


	many Christians also have forked tongues...they not only tell lies, but they live lies.  They speak


	“out of both sides of their mouths” or praise the Lord in one breath and curse, criticize and con-


	demn with the next.





	B. Fruit and Filth:  “fig tree...olive  berries...”





		1. James is emphasizing the impossibility of a professing believer retaining the former life-


			style and vocabulary of the ungodly.


		2. Fig trees produce figs and olive trees produce olives; thus if people claim to love the Lord


			but produce no fruit consistent withtheir profession, James declares them unsaved!





CONCL:  “THE MEANEST MEMBER IN FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH” or any other church


	is the member we call the tongue!  No pun intended, but the tongue speaks volumes about what is in a man’s heart.  If you think James is hard...listen to what Jesus Himself said:





Mt. 15:11


Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 
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C.L. – Testing





“STORM WARNING”





TEXT:  Isaiah 43:2





THESIS:  To show how the Lord promises to protect and preserve His saints in the storms of life.





INTRO:  A. The “STORM WARNING” was up and a “small craft advisory” had been posted, but we decided to go fishing anyway.  We would have been wiser to have taken heed.  We 	were able to negotiate the inlet, but when we got into the ocean, the waves were too much and we had to turn back (with our wives laughing at us on the beach).  





	    B. Just over a week ago a “STORM WARNING” was issued for Hurricane Bertha. The giant storm had regained some strength just as it slammed into the coast and those who did not heed the warning were sorry.  Four people lost their lives, millions of dollars worth of damage was done to homes and property.  Those who heeded the warning and took the necessary precautions were spared great loss.  





TRANS:  In our text God issues a “STORM WARNING” for believers.  True, the context is for Israel, but as Paul reminds us, these basic premises are for the church as well.  And if that is t	true for the Body of Christ, it is also true for each member of the Body.  





QUOTE:  C.H. Spurgeon:  “...claim this promise as made to you, just as much as if God had spoken it out of the excellent glory right into your ear, or as much as if you saw Him writing with His own eternal pen, these precious sentences as a personal epistle to you, for He does speak	them and write them to you by His ever blessed Spirit.”





I.  STORMS ARE INEVITABLE:  





	A. Not “If” But “When”:





		1. You say “But I don’t like storms” - no one does, but they are necessary and inevitable.


		2. Everyone is included, God doesn’t play favorites.





ILLUS:  It is true that all “all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution...” 2 	Tim.3:1, which tells me that those who have the biggest storms are those who are often closer to the Lord and that the storms are to some degree a measure of God’s special love and attention.





	B. No One Is Exempt:





HYMN: “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross”:  “Must I be carried to the skies, on flowery beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize, and sailed through bloody seas?”


			You are in good company if you are in the midst of the storm: Job, Moses, Elijah, John the Baptist, Paul, Peter...it is like a “Who’s Who” of God’s choicest servants.





		1.  Jesus promised that we would have tribulation as a part of the Christian life.





Jn. 16:33


These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 





		2. The storms will be varied:  “waters...rivers...fire...flame...”





			a. Water may speak of danger that springs from circumstances.


			b. Fire may speak of danger that springs from persecution.





ILLUS:  Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord...”but he went through earth’s greatest storm.	(Remember the alternative was to perish with the rest of the world!)  Jonah went through a great  storm as a part of God’s disciplinary program.  The three Hebrew young men went 	through the fire of the furnace and came out unscathed as a testimony to God’s protection.  





		3. The storms will be unrelenting:  you will no sooner get through one than another will 				come.





ILLUS:  Job got bad news, then more bad news, then even worse news, till his entire family, wealth and possessions were gone!  You may have financial problems, then your car will break	down, then your health will be gone and then your doctor will tell you “It’s cancer!”


 


II.  STORMS ARE FEARFUL:  





	A. It Is Lonely In The Storm:





ILLUS:  One elderly woman my wife works for, lives alone and is terrified when she hears a “STORM WARNING.”  She takes sleep medication and goest to bed till the storm is over.


		


		1. The wind howls, the lightning flashes, the thunder roars...a storm can be terrifying.





ILLUS:  The howling wind is fearful, but usually harmless...the lightning is awesome, but if you see it you have escaped it’s power...the thunder roars, but thunder is harmless.





		2. The water rises, the floods threaten to destroy everything we have in this life.





ILLUS:  Some of the reasons the Lord sends the storms is so we will realize our helplessness, recognize our loneliness and not hold too tightly onto the things of this life.  His promise is	precious “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee...”





	B. But We Are Not Alone:





1. God was with Noah in the ark, with Jonah in the whales belly, with Job in the valley of	despair, with Elijah under the Juniper tree, with the 3 Hebrew young men in the fiery furnace, with Daniel in the lion’s den, with John the Baptist in prison, with Paul in the prison...and he will be with you in your storm!


		2. The storm cannot separate us from the love of our Savior.





Rom. 8:38-39


38	For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 


39	Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 





		3. The Lord is nearer than our closest friend...He lives within the believer.





ILLUS:  My wife is strange.  She is terrified of storms, but she feels more secure if I am there!?  (If she thinks I am going to step in front of the lightning, she had better think again.)  A clap of thunder seemed to be right over my bed the other night and with all my faith in God I grabbed my teddy bear and crawled under the bed!  Thank God we are NOT alone in the storms and the One Who is with us is the omnipotent God Who created the storms and also regulates them!


	And His promise is “I will be with thee.”





III. STORMS ARE TEMPORARY:





	A. We Are Not Kept From The Storms:





		1. All storms will pass, eventually.


		2. After the storm comes the rainbow and things look and smell so much clearer and cleaner!





ILLUS:  When the purpose of the storm is understood we may find out that it was simply to get us away from the distractions which kept us from fellowship with Him.  We will find ourselves	clinging to Him more.  Perhaps one of the results will be that we will see Him clearer and that we will be cleaner!





	B. We Are Kept In The Storms:  “through...”





		1. Three times the word “through” is used in the verse.


		2. God doesn’t exempt believers from the storms of life, but He goes with them through them!





			a. Just as He took Israel through the formidable Red Sea.


			b. Just as He took Israel through the barrier of the Jordan River.





ILLUS:  This is the same word and concept in Ps.23 where God’s promise is “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me!”


			His promise is that we shall not be overwhelmed by the waters, drowned by the rivers, burned by the fire nor consumed by the flames because of His presence with us.  We never 	have to go it alone.  He even promises to walk with us thru the valley of the shadow of death!


			Death is our “last enemy” which many dread throughout life.  When we get to the other side we will say “Is that all it was?!  Why did I fear that?  The Lord took me safely through!”	The storm you are going through now or will go through shortly will also pass...everything in this life, including this life itself, is temporary!  Thank God!





CONCL:  I have attempted to issue a “STORM WARNING” today to let you know that storms	are inevitable...they are on their way; they are fearful because we are just flesh; but they are also temporary and we are never alone in the storms if we are saved!  





		The Scriptures offer no such comfort or hope to the unsaved.  They must go through the storms of life alone...totally alone.  But it doesn’t have to be that way.  Accept the Savior	NOW!  Make Him your storm companion.
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C.L. – Contending





“GOING FOR THE GOLD” or


“CONTENDING OR PRETENDING?”





TEXT: Jude 3





THESIS:  To show that believers are to “earnestly contend for the faith...”





INTRO.:  A. The words “earnestly contend” come from a Greek word (“epagonizomai”) which 	was used to refer to athletes intensely agonizing in the grueling training for a coming contest. 	Literally it means “to contend in the games.”  It denotes fierce training & competition.





QUOTE:  Coder:  “The Greek word for “contend” is the root of the Eng. word “agony,” & orig-


	inally related to a stadium or place of athletic competition.  Every day of our lives is like the


	final competition for the gold medal at the Olympic Games...”





ILLUS.:  The present Olympic Games provide many illustrations as the very best athletes from 


	each country assemble to show how hard they have trained & how intense they compete.  You


	can see it in their faces.  Each one is “GOING FOR THE GOLD.”  This is the moment they


	have been training long hours, days & years for.  No self-denial has been too great: time, food,


	personal & emotional attachments...all has been set aside so they can “earnestly contend.”





			B. The question is, how do we compare as Christians?  Are we even half as earnest as


	Christians as these athletes are?  The text says we should be.  As believers we are to strive for,


	train for, compete for, be as intense for “the faith” as Olympic athletes are for their sports.





TRANS.:  The question is are we “CONTENDERS OR PRETENDERS?”  Are we “GOING


	FOR THE GOLD” or are we not even contending?





I.  CONTENDING FOR SOUND DOCTRINE:





	A. Fighting For “The Faith:”





		1. We are to be vehement in our defense of “the faith.”


		2. We are not to compromise “the faith” but fight for “the faith.”





ILLUS.:  Three times in Nehemiah 13 it says that Nehemiah “contended” with the backslidden 


	nation of Israel.  First it was because they had polluted the house of God, then because they


	had profaned the Sabbath & then it was over polluting the seed of Israel thru intermarriage w/


	the heathen.  Nehemiah was a contender!  He was willing to go to battle of the purity of the 


	nation & God’s Word.  He became contentious & got a bad spirit over it...just like we are sup-


	posed to do over those who pollute God’s Word & its pure doctrines!





Neh.13:25


25	And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. 





		3. We are to have a bad spirit & become contentious over “the faith.”





ILLUS.:  “The Faith” is that body of N.T. doctrine which is the basis or foundation of what all


	believers hold in common.  It includes: the Virgin Birth of Christ, the doctrines of Christ’s


	deity, sinlessness, vicarious blood atonement and the authority, inspiration, innerancy, in-


	fallibility & preservation of God’s Word & words, etc., etc.


			I am supposed to be angry over those who pollute & profane sacred & holy things.


	I am supposed to get a “bad spirit” when someone demeans my Savior, His blood or His 	Book!  And so should you!!!  It is time we got angry, upset & contentious over those who try


	to dilute, pollute & change the body of Bible Doctrine which has been protected & preserved


	& handed down to us at such great cost...the blood of the martyrs of the church.





		4. We are to put every ounce of energy into the defense of the faith we can muster; we 


			are to “earnestly contend...!”





II. CONTENDING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS:





	A. Fighting Against the Apostates:





		1. We are to contend against the false teachers.


		2. We must identify them before we can contend against them.





ILLUS.:  When they promote perversions of the Scripture, they are not “good men.”  I am sick of


	hearing “Well, they are off on the Bible (or - ?) but they are ‘good men’.”  Not they are not!!!


	You go home on Sunday night & turn on Charles Stanley & listen to him read out of the NIV


	& rationalize it by saying “But he is a good man.”  You would be better off watching the Sun-


	day night movie!!  (This ‘good man’ has perverted the doctrine of the two natures & says he


	no longer has an old nature!   This ‘good man’ belittles your Bible!  This ‘good man’ tells you


	about the home & family & his wife filed for divorce!)


			You support “Focus on the Family” & James Dobson & he scoffs at your Bible & 	speaks in glowing terms about the Pope of Rome!  You listen to John MacArthur who teaches


	your Bible is full of mistakes & that the blood of Christ was not necessary for your salvation &


	that His blood no longer exists & you think he is a ‘good man.’  And you get mad at me 	because I ‘earnestly contend’ against him. You are a pretender not a contender!!!   It is time 


	that those of us who know the truth & love the truth expose those who want to destroy the


	truth.  If you love flowers you have to hate weeds.  If you love peace you have to hate war.


	If you love the truth you have to hate lies.  If you love sound doctrine you have to take a stand


	against those who would pervert it.





		3. Jude names names in his epistle:





			a. He mentions “the way of Cain” who perverted the doctrine of salvation.  v.11a


			b. He mentions “the error of Baalam” who perverted the doctrine of separation.  v.11b


			c. He mentions “the gainsaying of Core” who perverted the doctrine of service.  v.11c





ILLUS.:  Core or Korah intruded into the ministry & despised the authority of Aaron & Moses.


	God killed him & all his followers!  Those who add works to salvation are identifying w/Cain.


	Those who preach for profit & refuse to separate from the ungodly crowd are identifying w/


	Baalam & those who rebel against pastoral authority or the authority of Scripture are identify-


	ing w/Korah & his crowd.  God marked Cain, punished Baalam & killed Korah!!!  Beware!


	Are you a “CONTENDER OR A PRETENDER?”


			Note the description Jude uses of these men:  “ungodly men (v.4)...spots in your feasts


	...clouds...w/out water...twice dead (v.12)...filthy dreamers (v.8),” etc.





III. CONTENDING FOR MEN’S SOULS:  





	A. Fighting Against Satan & the Hordes of Hell:


		1. We must “have compassion, making a difference...”  v.22





ILLUS.:  Somebody had compassion on you, wept over you, went out of their way for you.  We


	need to pray for lost people, love lost people, go after lost people, having compassion for lost


	people.  For some our compassion is the only thing that will keep them out of hell.  We need


	to expend whatever energy, spend whatever money, go to whatever lengths...to reach the lost!





		2. We need to “save (others) with fear...”  v.23a





ILLUS.:  Perhaps what this means is that we need to “scare the hell out of people,” i.e., to tell


	them about the fires of hell, the torment of the fire that will never be quenched, the worms 


	which will eat at them forever, the eternal darkness they will be forced to live in for eternity.


	We need to contend w/folks about hell & confront them w/the reality of hell.  This is “in your


	face” soul-winning.





		3. We need to “(pull) them out of the fire...”  v.23b





ILLUS.:  Jude says there are some we need to save w/compassion (love them, pray for them, 	


	weep for them, witness to them & win them), others we need to save w/fear...scare them


	w/hell.  Then there are some you have to snatch from the flames of eternal torment.  We have


	to do whatever is necessary!  Use unconventional means & methods, anything that is not un-


	biblical or unChristlike, to win them.





	CONCL.:  Are you a “CONTENDER OR A PRETENDER?”  Why not just get committed


		today.  Become a real Christian.  “GO FOR THE GOLD” - don’t settle for anything less


		than what God wants you to do & be!  God help us to have at least as much dedication 


		as some athlete who is “GOING FOR THE GOLD” - to simply get a medal to hang 				his or her neck or to put on display.  Why not decide you are going to be your best & do


		your best - not for some corruptible crown, but for an incorruptible crown?!





1 Cor. 9:25


25	And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 





		 


F.H. - 8/4/96																     


C:\PCF\PROMKEEP.SPM


C.L. – Commitment





“I AM A PROMISE KEEPER!”





TEXT:  James 5:12





THESIS:  To expose ‘The Promise Keepers’ movement and to encourage others to be genuine 


	promise keepers by making commitments to the Lord.





INTRO:  A. The Summer Olympics is not the only major event held in Atlanta, Ga. this year. 


	Earlier this spring the ecumenical organization known Promise Keepers met in Atlanta’s Geor-


	gia Dome where 39,024 male “clergy” from 50 states, 11 Canadian Provinces as well as 16 	other nations met in what was described  as “...an historic event never before matched any-	where in this nation.  Leaders of every Protestant group, the Roman Catholic Church, Charis- 	matics and several of the cults assembled to “Break Down the Walls” of denominational barriers.  	Bill McCartney a former U. of Colorado football coach is the founder and leader of Promise 	Keepers stated: “One of the purposes of PK is to break down denominational walls. The 	church is in bondage to the giant of denominational restrictions and another giant of racial and 	ethnic boundaries.   PK is dedicated to uniting men thru vital relationships...”  (That includes 	homosexual men!)  The annual income of PK is more than $110 million!  And there are 22 


	PK Men’s Conferences scheduled for this year in giant stadiums with the theme “Break Down


	the Walls.”  





ILLUS:  To say that denominational division is sin is to say that doctrine is not important, because doctrine is one of the key things which divides denominations and churches!  Some 


	teach sound doctrine about Jesus Christ, the church, the Holy Spirit, baptism, the Lord’s Sup-


	per, etc. and others teach false doctrine or heresy.  When a church stands upon the whole coun-


	sel of NEW TESTAMENT doctrine, it automatically becomes divided from churches which differ.  This is not


	wrong, in fact it is commanded by Script.





Rom.16:17


17	Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 





			B. To define the church as the denominations and to call for thjis hodgepodge of doc-


	trinal and moral confusion “to stand together” is utter confusion.  The denominations today


	are more akin to the Harlot of Revelation 17 than to the church of Jesus Christ!





ILLUS:  Like Louis Farrakhan’s million man march on Washington, the PK rallies have some


	good things, but that does not excuse the unbiblical compromise, false doctrine, ecumenism, 


	apostasy, Jesuit casuistry (end justifies the means), hyper-emotionalism, acceptance the gays


	and lesbians as fellow Christians and a thelogy based on relationships rather than Biblical truth.


			


TRANS:  Bible believers ought to be promise keepers, i.e., they should be true to their commit-


	ments to the Lord and to their families.  In this light, I want to state that “I AM A PROMISE


	KEEPER!”





I.  PROMISE #1: SALVATION (7/20/56 - 40 YRS. AGO)





ILLUS:  40 years ago I made a commitment to Christ, to become one with Him, to love Him, to


	make Him my Savior and Lord.  I have tried to keep that promise over these years.  I can state


	today that after 40 years “I AM A PROMISE KEEPER!”





II.  PROMISE #2: MARRIAGE (1/30/60) - 36 YRS. AGO)





ILLUS:  36 years ago I made a commitment to my wife, to love her, be true to her and her only,


	to love, honor and cherish her, in good times and bad, for better or worse, in wealth or poverty,


	in sickness and health - and by God’s grace I have kept that commitment!  “I AM A PROMISE


	KEEPER!”





	A. Every Believer Needs To Commit To Their Marriage Relationship!





		1. A Biblical marriage is between a man and a woman (only!) for life!


		2. We are to let our yea be yea!  


ILLUS:  Let me tell you about some real promise keepers: Mr. and Mrs. Don Crain, Mr. and Mrs.


	David Davis ( I don’t believe they have any plans to divorce), Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sullivan (in 


	sickness or in health)!!!!





III. PROMISE #3: CALL TO SERVICE (1960 - 36 YEARS AGO)





ILLUS:  In a Sunday Morning Service in 1960 I yielded to God’s call to serve Him.  I meant it


	and in these 36 years, though it has been difficult at times, I have “stayed by the stuff” and con-


	tinued to serve the Lord.   “I AM A PROMISE KEEPER!”





	A. Every Beleiver Needs To Serve the Lord:





		1. What is YOUR service to Him?


		2. What on earth are you doing for heaven’ sake?!





ILLUS:  Are you a promise keeper or a promise breaker?  Let your yea be yea!  Did you walk an


	aisle in a service and commit to full time service, to take a bus route, to teach a S.S. class, to 


	go soul-winning, to study the Scriptures, to win lost loved ones?  A Christian should stand by


	his or her word.  You should never have to underline your word with an oath.  You should 


	mean yes or no when you say it.  People ought never to wonder if you are telling the truth, 


	the whole truth and nothing but the truth!


IV. PROMISE #4: SOUND DOCTRINE (1960 - 36 YEARS AGO)





ILLUS:  When I decided to preach and pastor, I also decided to make sound doctrine, Bible doc-


	trine the litmus test for all I believe, preach and teach.  If the Scripture says one thing and some-


	one else says something else, the Scripture rules!





	A. Sound Doctrine Takes Precedence Over Friendship, Fellowship or Family!





		1. I have lost friends and fellowship over difference in doctrine.


		2. Doctrine divides!


		3. We need to build our convictions on the Bible not on our friendship.


		4. I have had to stand nearly alone at times because of a conviction and have lost church 


			members and personal friends as a result.


		5. Every believer needs to make a promise to God in this most vital area.





ILLUS:  This is exactly what’s wrong with  The Promise Keepers Mvmt.  It places fellowship and


	unity over doctrine.  


			Bill McCartney’s Pastor (founder of PK) is a charismatic preacher, James Ryle, and says


	“The Lord has appointed me as a lookout and shown me some things that I want to show you...


	The Lord spoke to me and said, ‘What you saw in the Beatles - the gifting and the sound that 


	they had - was from Me...It was My purpose to briang forth thru music a worldwide revival


	that would usher in the move of my Spirit in bringing men and women to Christ...”  McCartney


	claims to have direct revelations from God and thousands of men subject themselves to his un-


	biblical ministry because the basis of PK is unity not doctrine!





V.  PROMISE #5: PASTORAL MINISTRY (1961 - 35 YEARS AGO)





ILLUS:  I took my first pastorate in the hills of N.Y. state while I was still in Seminary.  I have


	pastored only 4 churches in these 35 years...24 of them here at Faith Baptist!  “I AM A PROM-


	ISE KEEPER!”


			I guess that’s why I don’t have a lot of patience with those who run hot or cold, get in


	and get out, are up and down in their walk and service for the Lord.  God’s people ought to let their


	yea be yea!  When we enlist in the Lord’s army it ought to be for the duration of the war and


	that won’t end till we get to heaven.


			You say, well what do you do when things don’t go right?  when people talk against 


	you, your family or your ministry?  or when you don’t get a paycheck?  or when nobody gets


	saved when you go soulwinning?  or when you feel bad, or have physical, emotional, or spir-


	itual problems?   I just keep my promises I made to the Lord.  My yea was yea!


                 	“I AM A PROMISE KEEPER!”





VI. PROMISE #6: ORDINATION  (9/22/63 - 33 YEARS AGO)





ILLUS:  When I was ordained 33 years ago next month, I made some sacred and solemn promises


	to the Lord which I have been faithful to over these many years.  Ordination is a very special


	recognition by other men of God and the local church that a man’s doctrine, life and testimony are


	clean and I promised a that time if these things changed I would have the integrity to get out of


	the ministry and turn in my resignation. “I AM A PROMISE KEEPER!”





	A. A Local Church Must Monitor Their Pastor and Their Doctrine: 





		1. A church is resp. before God to keep doctrinally sound and evangelistically fervent.


		2. When a pastor deviates in either area, he needs to be held accountable.


		3. As a pastor must be a promise keeper, so must the doctrinal statement of the church help


			the church to be a promise keeper.





VII.  PROMISE #7:  REDEDICATION (8/4/96 - TODAY!)





ILLUS:  Today I want to renew my commitment to serve faithfully (as health and age permit), to


	hold to sound doctrine regardless of men and movements, friends and fellowship as long as the


	Lord allows me to serve Him.  I promise to keep my testimony clean, my doctrine pure and 


	my witness active.  I want to be a soul-winner and church builder till I can no longer do so, but


	I do not want to compromise sound doctrine in the process of either.  I want to be a PROMISE





	KEEPER!





F.H. - 12/4/96				      				               


C:\PCF\LITTLE FOXES.WED


C.L. - Church Etiquette





“LITTLE FOXES - SPOILED VINES”


�TEXT:  Song of Solomon 2:15





INTRO:  A. Some of you will love and appreciate this message.  Others will hate it and be 


	irritated.  If you are guilty of raising one of the “little foxes” I will be speaking about


	you will be irritated.  If you are only an observer of a “little fox” you will appreciate


	the fact that I am not only aware of it, but will be addressing that “fox.”





Foxes were notorious for their destructive tendencies in the vineyards of  


Israel.  In the text, the bride is speaking poetically of something or someone which was potentially destructive of the relationship between her and her prospective groom.


The term “little foxes” has come into our language as any small, but annoying and po-


tentially destructive problem in life.  Tonite, we will use the metaphor to speak of 


annoying “little foxes” that regularly visit church services that destroy the “fruit” 


which the Holy Spirit desires to produce in our “vineyard.”  Grapevines are to pro-


duce fruit.  Spoiled vines produce little or no fruit.  “Little foxes” are fruit spoilers and


fruit stealers…





LITTLE FOX #1 = THE READER:


	


A. Well-Read Foxes:





1.	These are those “little foxes” in services who read the bulletin, the news-


paper, do homework, or whatever - anything but listen to the preacher


However quiet and undisturbing it may be to those around him, believe me               


the preacher is aware of it; he is struggling and even hurting as he preaches.





Trapping This “Fox”:





The bulletin is for reading, so are the notes in your Bible, etc., but not during the preaching/teaching.


This is a bad “habit” which needs to be dealt with NOW by setting aside 


LATER for whatever reading needs to be done.


It is simply ignorant and rude to read “whatever” while the man of God is 


	 trying to unburden his heart and give the message God has given him.





LITTLE FOX #2 = THE TIMEKEEPER:





Foxes That Tell Time:





Did you ever notice that church-goers are more time conscious than any other group in the world?


This is especially annoying and distracting during invitations and could be really destructive.


Rarely do you ever see sports fans sit in the stands and check their watches or


	 those who watch a movie on TV (or in a theater!).





ILLUS:  Imagine the last batter in the 9th inning of a tied ball game waiting for the      


	last pitch, and all his team mates in the dugout yawning and checking their watches.


	Or how about the Christian at a music concert checking the time by turning around


	in his seat to look at the clock midway in the singer’s performance.





Tracking Down This Fox:





Being time conscious in a service is often indicative of a spiritual problem.


Try getting “lost” in the vineyard and gathering fruit for your own soul - and


			 you will be less time conscious.





LITTLE FOX #3: THE WHISPERER (OR TALKER)





Talking Foxes (Power Robbing Foxes):





The whisperer or talker believes that what he or she is saying is more im-


portant than what the preacher has to say.


He or she disregards the hours of preparation of the preacher with a message


	 he believes God has given him.


The devil’s job is to “steal the see” of the Word from the hearts of the hear-


	 ers and the whisperer or talker is helping Satan do his work.





Capturing This Fox:





ILLUS:  Foxes are notoriously hard to capture!  They are devious, sneaky, and very 


	clever.  They run in circles, double back, cover their trail, etc.  So too with these 


	“church foxes.”  





Those who truly want to correct this problem, can do several things, like moving their seat from those who distract them, determine that anything


important to say now can be said later and discipline yourself to be a good 


listener.


One sure cure for this problem is to whisper a prayer or talk to the Lord.





LITTLE FOX #4: THE ROAMER





Foxes On The Prowl (Church Is For Ushers Too!):





Preaching time is for everyone and the ushers should not be counting the offer


	 ing, counting the people, counting their blessings or counting the minutes 


	till the preacher finishes.


The usher should not be roaming the halls, unless he is dealing with a problem.


Neither the ushers nor anyone else has an excuse to be other than in the 


	 auditorium during preaching.


The ushers need to refrain from talking and there should be no one with the


			 the usher to talk to!





Taming This Fox: 





1.   Everyone needs to be where they are supposed to be, doing only what they a


are supposed to be doing.                                                                              2.   Leaders especially are to be setting an example…be sure someone is watch-


ing.





LITTLE FOX #5: THE DAZED DISCIPLE





Lethargic Foxes (Tell Me Something I Haven’t Heard):





This “fox” tunes out the preacher even when he appears to be listening.


Some have even learned the art of sleeping with their eyes open.





	


Controlling This Fox:





Bring your brain and heart to church along with your body!


Learn to differentiate between the holy and the profane, i.e., the church ser-


			 vice is not a TV program or a lecture or just a mundane meeting, but a per-


			sonal ministry to our soul.





LITTLE FOX #6: THE LITTLEST FOX





“Kit” Foxes (The Kid Near You):





If he or she is a “bus kid” we can usually get away with correcting him or her.


If he or she is one of our cute church members (or deacon’s) kids, be careful.


		


Cornering This Fox:





It is better if YOU deal with the problem so the preacher doesn’t have to.


Don’t become a part of the problem…deal with it discreetly!


Warning: don’t touch any child but your own!








LITTLE FOX #7:  THE UNREPENTANT





Sinning Foxes (Leave Your Sins At The Door):





		1.	 Try to come to church with your sins confessed, your heart open and with an


		       attitude of expectancy.


The biggest reasons for missing a blessing in services is a hard heart, uncon


			 fessed sin, an “attitude” or simple pride!





Pride spoils more fruit and destroys more vineyards than any other “fox.”


Pride keeps more people away from the altar and God’s will than anything	else.


Pride keeps more Christians backslidden than any other sin.


Pride will make you ignore the Holy Spirit, resist conviction and make you more unresponsive to preaching than any other thing.





Killing This Fox:





Try confessing your sin and warming your heart before coming to church.


Try swallowing your pride and respond to the preaching as the Holy Spirit 


directs and leads you.





CONCL:   There are many “foxes” in every “vineyard” which need to be trapped, 


	tracked down, captured, cornered, controlled, tamed or killed.  There are more in


	THIS vineyard which we could have dealt with tonight, but time doesn’t permit.


				


			  What we have done in this unusual, but needed, message is to deal with


	some prevalent attitudes which will destroy fruitbearing in a church or maybe even


	destroy the potential fruitbearer himself!  








