Table of Contents

	1.    His Name Is Wonderful
	2-4

	
	

	2.    The Magnificent Messiah
	4-7

	
	

	3.    The Baby Who Would Be King
	7-10

	
	

	4.    A Root, And Ruler, A Rock
	10-13

	
	

	5.    Satan Is Not After You
	13-16

	
	

	6.    Glorifying God in the Fire
	16-18

	
	

	7.    Willing To Be A Worm
	19-21

	
	

	8.    Storm Warning
	21-24

	
	

	9.    Are You Thirsty Yet
	24-27

	
	

	10.   Commanding God
	27-30

	
	

	11.   Be Effective Witness
	30-32

	
	

	12.   The God Who Weepest Laughs
	32-35

	
	

	13.   Rejection
	35-38

	
	

	14.   Try My Physician
	38-41

	
	

	15.   Living for Today-Looking For Tomorrow
	41-43

	
	

	16.   When You And God Disagree
	43-45

	
	

	17.   Taken Away
	45-47

	
	

	18.   The Day David Davis Died
	47-48

	
	

	19.   Truth Is Fallen
	48-51

	
	

	20.   Glorious In His Apparel
	51-54


"HIS NAME IS - WONDERFUL!"

TEXT: Is. 9:6a

THESIS: To show how wonderful our Savior is!
INTRO: A. I, like most people, have 3 names.  My son Dean has 4 names.  His son Mickey has 5 names (Mickey, Dean, Kurt, Harvey Fedena!) and he says his next son will have 6 names!  But Billy Sunday counted the names of Jesus in the Bible and He came up with 256 names! Jesus is obviously so wonderful that He is beyond all that any simple name or combination of names could express.

                B. In our text there are 5 names for Him.  Tonight we will only consider one of those names, the first one.  It is an all-encompassing, very descriptive name: "Wonderful"!  What a name: "Wonderful!"  No one else could claim that name.  Tonight we will see whether He was true to this name: "Wonderful".

I.  HIS BIRTH WAS WONDERFUL!

DEF: Wonderful means something that is transcendently beyond the common or ordinary; something unique and unlike anything else.  The parting of the Red Sea was wonderful.  When the sun stood still for Joshua that was wonderful.  The Grand Canyon is wonderful.

    A.   Wonderful Because He Had Only One Human Parent.

    B.   Wonderful Because He Was Conceived By The Holy Ghost.

    C.   Wonderful Because His Birth Was Announced By Angels.

    D.   Wonderful Because God Had Clothed Himself With Humanity.

II. HIS CHARACTER WAS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because He Was Unique Among Humanity (Sinless).

    B.   Wonderful Because He Grew Up Surrounded By Sin Yet Was Sin Apart.

ILLUS: One preacher who visited the holy land was asked what had made the greatest impression upon him.  One word was his answer: "Nazareth."  He said "The same kind of people live there today as when Jesus grew up there. They are about the worst specimens of humanity I have seen anywhere. Lazy, lustful, ignorant and unspeakably wicked and to think of (Jesus) coming out from such a people is to me a sure proof of His divinity.  Had I not been a believer in His (Deity) before going there I should have to believe in it now."

John 1:45-46  

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 

III. HIS LIFE WAS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because of His Unselfishness.

ILLUS: He had the power to turn stones into bread but went 40 days and nights without food.  While fleeing for His own life, He stopped to give sight to a man born blind.  His first miracle was performed, not before a multitude to spread His own fame, but in a tiny village, to save a peasant's wife from humiliation.

    B.   Wonderful Because of His Usefulness.

NOTE: His miracles were never for show but to be a help and blessing to others.

IV. HIS TEACHING and PREACHING WAS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because of It's Simplicity and Clarity.

ILLUS: No one had to take a dictionary with him when he went to hear Jesus teach or preach.  He always spoke with simple dignity with wonderful word pictures.  He wasn't seeking to impress the scribes and Pharisees.  He who created language taught and preached with profundity clothed in simplicity.

    B.   Wonderful Because of It's Originality.

NOTE: We can teach or preach nothing new or original, but never a man taught with stories and parables with such originality as Jesus.  Our language and culture is enriched today with His simple stories of the Prodigal Son, the Sower and the Seed, the Rich Man and Lazarus, etc.

    C.   Wonderful Because of It's Content:

ILLUS: The audacity of Jesus to declare to the Jews that what He taught was greater than what Moses taught!  It would be like some man of obscurity to tell us Americans that he was greater than George Washington. Jesus also declared that He was their long-awaited Messiah. Jesus taught that one must receive Him in order to be saved. Jesus taught that without Him no-one could go to heaven.

VI. HIS PROPHECIES WERE WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because Of Their Accuracy.

ILLUS: He prophecied of His death, burial and resurrection and those statements came true to the letter.  He even prophecied the manner of His death and that one of His own disciples would betray Him.

VII. HIS DEATH WAS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because Of It's Timing.

ILLUS: He was crucified on the day of the Passover, thus becoming the Passover Lamb Himself.

        He was crucified at a time when the most number of Jews would be present to witness His death.  They came from all the known world for Passover. Then God shrouded the world in darkness and shook the world with an earthquake to give everyone in Jerusalem that day notice that Jesus had died.  The priests in the Temple witnessed the veil being rent from top to bottom. Many people had visits from long dead relatives who came out of the grave that day.

VIII. HIS RESURRECTION WAS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because Of It's Uniqueness.

ILLUS: Others had been resurrected before, but He alone was resurrected to never die again.

        After His resurrection He didn't just permanently ascend into heaven and disappear from their midst, but continued an earthly ministry for 40 days

IX. HIS IMPACT UPON HUMANITY IS WONDERFUL!

    A.   Wonderful Because Of His Seeming Obscurity.

ILLUS: He left no great colleges to propagate His doctrine, but a few simple fishermen. He left no great govt. to administrate in His behalf, but instead founded a simple organization called a church.  He never wrote a poem or published a book, but preserved His words in the Bible, which is now the greatest of all books.  He engraved nothing upon stone, marble or brass but His doctrines have endured for millennia. When He came Rome ruled the world and her invincible legions were everywhere, but Rome has crumbled and His simple Gospel has lifted nations out of darkness wherever it has been preached.

    B.   Wonderful Because He Is Still Working!

CONCL: He is a wonderful Savior because He still saves men today who come sincerely seeking eternal life and wonderful because He can save in an instant of time!

        But He is a most wonderful Savior because He saved me!  And can save YOU!

“THE MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH”

TEXT:  Is. 9:6

INTRO:  A.  Our text is one of the most important and informative verses in the entire Old Testament relating to Israel’s Messiah.  It is so superlative in it’s teaching that it’s truths will engage scholars until the end of time.  The Holy Spirit, through Isaiah, gives the promised Messiah of Israel a quintuplet of names which go beyond mere identification. Ivor Powell said :“The magnitude and importance of his declaration beggars description…(and) present(s) truth beyond comprehension.”

           B.  The names and titles of our Savior are important because they not only identify Him, but describe
Him and His ministry. They give us an insight into His Person and reveal Him to be “THE MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH.”

TRANS:  The prophecy here contains important theological and prophetical truth which we will not explore.  Our purpose is to simply examine or mine some of the riches contained in this 5-fold name-description of our Savior.   As Dr. Steve Hays said last weekend at the men’s retreat, sometimes our goal in a message is simple to exalt our Savior, nothing more…

1   HIS NAME IS “WONDERFUL”:

ILLUS:  The word means to excite wonder, to cause astonishment, amazing, extraordinary or incredible.

A.   Wonderful In His Person:

Col. 2:9-10

9
For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 

10
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

1 John 3:2

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (not as He was!)

B.   Wonderful In His Preaching: 

John 7:46

The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.

1.   The chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest Jesus, but they paused to listen to Him preach to His followers.

   2.   They had no doubt arrested many others, but His preaching arrested them!

ILLUS:  His preaching changed lives, healed broken hearts and homes, gave back fathers to children, husbands to wives, reclaimed wasted lives and made men “new creatures.”  Crooked politicians restored stolen moneys, soiled prostitutes were cleansed and made respectable, foul mouthed fishermen became great leaders, “ignorant and unlearned men” confounded the most educated and respected religious leaders.

C.   Wonderful In His Power:  

John 21:25

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 

ILLUS:  He said “all power” was given unto Him and His name is matchless in power. Power to heal, cleanse, save and take souls to heaven.

Acts 3:6

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 

1 Cor. 6:11

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

11   HIS NAME IS “COUNSELLOR”:

NOTE:  In the NIV the two separate names are joined to read: “Wonderful Counsellor” thus reducing the quintuplet of names to a quartet.  Neither the Hebrew nor any other version or perversion of Scripture makes this blunder.
ILLUS:  The word may mean “one who offers advice” or “one who prosecutes or defends.”  Perhaps both meanings apply here.

A.   The Compassionate Counselor:  Cf. Jn.8:1-9

1.   He was not stampeded into making into making rash suggestions nor pushed into making wrong decisions.

   2.   His counsel is known worldwide:  “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”

B.   The Complete Counselor:  

Heb. 7:25

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

QUOTE:  Ivor Powell:  “Christ is our legal counselor in the highest court in the universe.  He never charges for His services:  He never refuses to accept a client.  It is stimulating to know He has never lost a case!”

111   HIS NAME IS “THE MIGHTY GOD”:

ILLUS:  In a day of rampant idolatry in Israel Isaiah says that the coming Messiah will be THE Mighty God!

A.   The Suggestiveness Of The Name:

   1.   It implies that Jehovah Himself would come to earth in the form of a child, i.e., take on human form.

2. Isaiah is saying that this One will be none other than the Mighty God of Israel, with all His omni-

potent power and greatness; the Creator become man, the miracle working God of Moses become flesh.

B.   The Serenity Of The Name:

   1.   As The Mighty God He would have power over Satan, the world, disease and even death.

   2.   There would be nothing too hard for Him!

Jer. 32:27

Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

1V   HIS NAME IS “THE EVERLASTING FATHER”:

A.   The Startling Description:  

   1.   How can the Son be called the Father?

     a.   He is the second Person of the Trinity, so His essence is God.

     b.   God is One, so the Son is just as much God as the Father.

c. The term “Everlasting Father” stresses His relationship to time, more than His relationship to 

the other Members of the trinity.

2.   The function of a “father” is to plan, provide, protect and produce offspring and the Messiah would do all of these things.

   3.   What Jehovah had been to Israel, Jesus would be to His people!

    B.   The Savior’s Declarations:

John 14:8-11

8
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

9
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

10
  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

11
  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 

John 10:30

I and my Father are one. 

V   HIS NAME IS “THE PRINCE OF PEACE:”

NOTE:  Someone has correctly stated that peace is the world’s most elusive treasure.

A.   He Reconciled Enemies.

Acts 9:1

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

Acts 9:26-28

26
  And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27
  But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28
  And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.

B.   He Changed Natures:

ILLUS:  The maniac of Gadara was never at rest till He met the Prince of Peace.

Luke 8:35


Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

C.   He Subdues Nations;

   1.   The greatest nations on earth were made that way by the Prince of Peace.

   2.   America herself was made great because of Him.

   3.   Nations which reject Him lose peace and favored nations status with God.

4.   Ultimately He will rule all earthly Kingdoms and their will be the long awaited and promised “peace 

on earth.”

CONCL:  Oh, the wonderful names of our “MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH” the Lord Jesus Christ:  “Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!”
 “THE BABY WHO WOULD BE KING”

TEXT:  Isaiah 9:6-7

THESIS:  To show the biblical significance of the birth of Jesus.

INTRO:  A.  Christmas is so much more than a baby in a manger.  Encompassed in these 2 verses are the most exciting and profound statements to be found in any book, anywhere!  The ultimate, climactic and history-making events prophesied here deal with the most important themes in history.

Christmas was not just an afterthought with God.  Jesus was the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world; thus He would have to add flesh to His deity.  He is also the future Monarch of all nations, the Supreme Potentate of all humanity, the Governor over all governments, the Purveyor of world peace and the King of the Universe!  (read text)

Christmas triggered the 4 greatest events in human history (His birth, death, resurrection and His future reign - the 1st of the 4, and because it is the most important, it will be the main focus of this message).  We will deal with His birth, but we will focus on His reign…

1   THE BIRTH OF A CHILD:   (CHRIST’S HUMANITY)

A. Infinite, Yet An Infant:

1. He Who is the “The mighty God, The everlasting Father” clothed Himself with human flesh.  

2. The mystery of the incarnation is not that God would love sinners, nor that He would have compassion

on sinners, but that beside all that, He would stoop to clothe Himself with humanity.

3. The magnitude of that event is multiplied when we contemplate the self-imposed limitations on Christ

the Infinite God, as He became man.

ILLUS:  Think of God in swaddling clothes, nursing at a human mother’s breast totally dependent on His creatures for sustenance and experiencing the needs of humanity; hunger, cold, homelessness, thirst, suffering, pain, etc.


The concept of Greek gods (Hercules, Zeus, etc.) coming down from Mt. Olympus and manifesting supernatural powers, but succumbing to human frailties, lusts and sins, pales alongside the True God stripping Himself of His supernatural powers, but never being dominated by fleshly lusts or sinful acts!

   B.   Almighty, Yet Helpless:

1. He is still a member of the Godhead, but placed in the precarious position of being 100% human.

2. The danger of contemplating His humanity is to go too far to where we strip Him of His Deity; 

consider…

Phil. 2:5-7

5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

    B.   Architect Of The Universe, Yet A Carpenter’s Son:

  1.   Think of the Creator learning carpenter’s skills.

ILLUS:  Imagine the Builder of our solar system, building a chair in Joseph’s humble carpenter shop!   Or the Designer of the galaxies, shaping a shepherd’s crook, or whittling a child’s whistle.

  2.   Think of God “increasing in wisdom…”  Lk. 2:52

  3.   Think of The Word of God, learning God’s Word.

11   THE GIFT OF A SON:  (CHRIST’S DEITY)

    A.   An Unsolicited Gift: 

Rom. 5:8

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

QUOTE:  “A gift does not come into existence by being given, it only transfers ownership.”  The birth of Jesus was not His beginning – He was the pre-existent Son Of God – He simply changed form and location.

ILLUS:  My son asked me what I wanted for Christmas and I told Him, and I’d better get it! (  But Jesus coming to earth was unsolicited by man and unwelcomed when He arrived!  

John 1:11

  1.   Mankind didn’t see his need and was crying out for help; God saw the need and sent His help – His 

Son!

  2.   Sinners are pictured as lost sheep in the Bible and we are like them.

  3.   Sheep are portrayed as geographical morons; left to himself a lost sheep will never find his way 

  home, but wander farther and farther away; just like lost sinners.

B.   An Unspeakable Gift:

2 Cor. 9:15

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 

1. Hymn writers have ransacked human language and emotions to express the inexpressible nature of 

this unspeakable Gift.

2. Authors have scoured the dictionaries and thesauruses to attempt to describe the indescribable.

3. Poets have searched for metaphors, similes, hyperbolas, and figures of speech to portray the unfa-

thomable.

ILLUS:  To see something of the nature of our Savior/God, we have only to compare what has been sung and written of the other so-called gods or gurus of the other religions of the world to fathom how much He surpasses them all!  When have you heard songs sung of the love and compassion of Buddha, or Joseph Smith?  When have you read books about the attributes of deity of Mohammed or Charles Taze Russel?  When have you plumbed the depths of poems written about Confuscius or Sun Myung Moon?

C.   An Unclaimed Gift:

ILLUS:  In a message entitled “The Greatest Christmas Gift Of All” Dr. Curtis Hutson described how some sacrifice to purchase gifts and place them under the tree on Christmas and how disappointed they would be, if their gift remained unopened or unclaimed.  Yet for all we have said of Jesus, the Greatest Gift of Christmas, He often goes unclaimed – in spite of His sacrifice!

11   THE ARRIVAL OF A KING:  (CHRIST’S LEGACY)

A. An Awesome Responsibility:  “Govt…upon His shoulder”

1. When Jesus receives the title deed for the planet earth and the entire universe back again, He will 

personally assume resp. for its government!

2. But because of Who He is (see His 5-fold Name in v.6), He will have no trouble with this responsib-

ility.

ILLUS:  He is Wonderful because He is God, He is Counsellor so He is compassionate, yet just, He is The Mighty God so He is powerful, He is The Everlasting Father so He is durable and He is the Prince of Peace so He is capable! 

B. An Ever-expanding Kingdom:  “the increase of His government…”

1. What will happen when the population soars beyond earth’s capacity to handle the burden?

2. He has an entire universe at His disposal and with glorified bodies, inter galactic space travel will be 

no problem!

3. God will not permit this kind of colonization today because of man’s sinfulness and propensity for 

war, but His govt. will be incorruptible and His reign will be peaceful forever!

C. An Eternal Responsibility:  “…no end”

1. His term of office will never expire, because there are no contenders to the throne because of inade-

quacy.

2. He will reign forever because He will never die and He will never be impeached because He will 
never sin, or make mistakes, because He is perfect!
CONCL: A Child, A Son and A King – all perfectly embodied in the Lord Jesus Christ.  No wonder poets, painters, writers and musicians run out of words, notes, metaphors and paint in describing Him.  Yes, there is more to Christmas than a manger, some shepherds and wise men!  “Yes, Virginia, there really is no Santa Claus, but there really is a Christ child!”…and more than that He is the God man and coming King of Kings!

 “A ROOT, A RULER, A ROCK”

TEXT:  Isaiah 11:10

INTRO:  A.  Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet) - and everything in between!  He is the Altogether Lovely One and the Omnipotent and Omnicient One.  He is the Lamb of God and the Lord of Glory.  He has hundreds of Names and Titles given to Him in the Scriptures, and many more given to Him by His saints who have found Him able to be whatever they need.  He is their food: Milk, Manna and Meat!  He is their Physician: Obstetrician, Pediatrician, General Practitioner and the Specialist in Geriatrics.  He is their Psychologist, Psychiatrist and Psychoanalyst.   And as we will see in Isaiah, He is “A ROOT, A RULER AND A ROCK!”

The Names and Titles of Christ are not just designations or descriptions, they are detailed depictions of Who and What He is and wants to be to His children. While these Titles are found in the Old Testament, they are prophetic of our Savior in the New Testament  They are jewels scattered in the treasury of the Old Testament to give glimpses of our Savior as that treasure chest is opened in the New Testament  They tell us much of Him…

1 A ROOT:  

Is. 11:10 

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

Rom. 15:12

And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. 

A.   Speaks Of Origins:

Is. 53:2

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

  1.   The root is the source of life and energy which causes the tree to grow and which sustains it.  

  2.   Christ’s roots were in Jesse, David’s father; humanly speaking He came out of Jesse’s loins and will sit on David’s throne.

  3.   The Kingdom of Israel was established under David; Saul was the people’s choice and a failure.

Rev. 22:16

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

B.   Speaks Of Life:

  1.   Without the root there is no fruit and the tree dies.

Prov. 12:12

The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

2.   Symbolically, the root speaks of nations which either are established or dispossessed.  (cf. the cedars of Lebanon in 10:34 with 11:1)

ILLUS:  Israel was like the nations around them in that they became idolatrous and would be dispossessed or cut down.  But out of that “stump” would come a “rod” or Branch from the “roots” of Jesse!   This prophecy was a bright light of promise for a broken nation of idolaters.

C.   Speaks Of Strength:

Prov. 12:3

A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved. 

Rev. 5:5

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

1.   Out of this Root would grow a tall tree or “ensign” or banner to which all the nations of the earth would rally, ultimately.  cf. v.12

2.   In a time of extreme nationalism, the Lord gives a promise that all the nations of earth would benefit and find “rest” under the ensign of this Savior.

11   A RULER:

Is. 24:23

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. 

A.   The King Revealed:

Rev. 1:5

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

1.   In the text above, the past, present and future ministries of this King are revealed: He was the “faithful witness” on earth when He preached, the Redeemer when He “washed us from our sins in His own blood,” and is the coming “Prince of the Kings of the earth” in His Millennial reign.

2.   He is revealed to be a unique King among the Princes of earth.

QUOTE:  “No Pharoah of Egypt, no king of babylon, no emperor of Persia, no philosopher of Greece, no Caesar of Rome, no sultan of Turkey, no caliph of Arabia, no czar of Russian, no kaiser or fuerer of Germany, no Napoleon of France ever had a new lamb hung in the sky to mark his never-to-be-forgotten entry into this world.”   Dr. Chas. J. Rolls
B.   The Prince Rising:  

1 Tim. 1:17

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

   1.   Some kings were great, others were failures and all of them died!

   2.   This King alone had died and was risen and will live forever; He alone is immortal!

C.   The King Reigning:  

   1.   For Him to reign, He must first return to earth!

   2.   Check the context as to the reign of this King.  v. 2-9

   3.   He will not only reign, He will remain forever as King.

Luke 1:33

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

111   A ROCK:  

Is. 28:16

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

    A.   A Supporting Stone:

ILLUS:  Jewish readers of Isaiah would surely think of the foundation stones of the Old Testament Tem-ple, which were huge!  The Temple had to rest upon a solid and super strong foundation.  It was situated on the crest of a hill and without solid foundation stones it would have crumbled into the valley below.   Even with these huge foundation stones the Temple would ultimately succumb to the ravages of time, circumstances and enemies.  The New Testament writers spoke of a building which could never be destroyed, built upon the “stone which the builders rejected”…the chief Cornerstone, our Savior!

Eph. 2:19-22

19
  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 

20
  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22
  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

ILLUS:  Well might believers sing “On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand…”

B.   A Sheltering Stone:

Ps. 9:9



The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. 

Ps. 46:1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Deut. 32:31

For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges. 

Deut. 32:37

And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, 

1.   Do you need a shelter tonight?  Come to the Rock who is higher than I.

2.   Do you need refuge tonight?   Come to the Cornerstone and Foundation of our salvation, Who alone can comfort.

ILLUS:  Truly do believers sing:  “The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide; A Shelter in the time of storm Secure whatever ill betide, A Shelter in the time of storm.  Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land…Yes, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, A Shelter in the time of storm.

CONCL:  Yes, He is our Rock, our Root and our coming Ruler!  Praise Him!
“SATAN IS NOT AFTER YOU”

or “YOU ARE A DOOR TO SOMEONE ELSE”

TEXT:  Isaiah 14:12-15

THESIS:  To reveal Satanic strategy re: his pursuit of believers and ultimate goal.

INTRO:  A.  God did not create the devil.  He created a being named Lucifer and he was given an exalted position as one of 5 cherubim surrounding the throne of God.  He became Satan because of his pride.  He didn’t murder anyone, steal anything or cheat anyone.  He became the devil when his heart was lifted up in pride.  Pride is the basis for his and all sin.  Lucifer said:  “I will”  5 times.  Finally he said “I will  be like the most High.”  The name “Most High” means “the Highest One,” “the strongest Strong One,” “the One with no equal.”  His ambition was to usurp God’s position as God.  

                  B.  When Satan attacks you or anyone, he is ultimately taking a shot at the Lord.  “SATAN IS NOT AFTER YOU” per se, but he knows “YOU ARE A DOOR TO SOMEONE ELSE” and ultimately a door to get back at God Himself.  When he tempts you he is trying to get you to leave the door open on somebody else, and for them to leave the door open on somebody else, to leave a path of destruction all the way to the throne of God.  We are rarely, if ever, the main object of the attack.

I.  SATAN WANTS TO GET AT GOD THROUGH YOU:

    A.   The Domino Effect:

  1.   He attacks the individual to get at the family.

ILLUS:   Satan will attack you to get at your kids.  He knows if he can get you backslidden, if will affect your wife, your husband and/or your kids.  That mom or dad is a fool who thinks that his or her children are not affected every time they lay our of church.  Sooner or later, the kids will make the same choice.  Your heart will be broken later, because of your decision now.

  2.   He attacks the family to get to the church.

ILLUS:  When the family goes into spiritual eclipse, the church suffers.  Every family is of vital importance to the ministry of the church.  The church needs YOU, your ministry, your finances, your talents, etc.  When you stop coming, serving and giving the ripple effect reaches to the mission fields of the world.  Lost souls hang in the balance.

  3.   He attacks the church to get to the lost world.

ILLUS:  When the church is bickering, or failing in some area of ministry, the lost are not being reached and Satan drags more lost souls to hell.  Every ministry in the church ultimately affects a lost world.  If we stop the bus ministry, lost boys and girls and their parents are deprived of the saving message of the Gospel.  If we stop the school ministry, future teachers, preachers, and workers will never become a reality and the lost are deprived of someone to tell them of God’s love.  If we stop the deaf ministry the deaf will not be able to reach their deaf friends, etc., etc….

  4.   He attacks the world to get to the very heart of God, Who sent His own Son to die for the world.

ILLUS:  No man is an island.  What you do has more far-reaching effects than you can even dream of.  There is a spiritual battle raging on the cosmic level between God and Satan, and you may just be a pawn in that battle.  If Satan can get to you, he can ultimately get to God.  Job was such a pawn.  He was a good and godly man but Satan wanted to discredit God so he attacked Job.  He attacked his home, possessions, family and all he had.  His purpose was to have Job curse God!  He almost succeeded when Job cursed the day of his birth!

II.  SATAN WANTS TO DESTROY THE LOST THROUGH YOU:

    A.   He Will Attempt To Neutralize Your Testimony:

 1.   People are watching you because you claim to be saved.

 2.   When you do something shady or questionable, you testimony is lost and some soul will be destroyed 

 forever.

 3.   He will attack your character so your lifestyle doesn’t match your testimony.

  B.   He Will Attempt To Nullify Your Witness:

1.   He will tempt you to sin, so no one will listen to your witness.

2.   He will focus on your faults, so the lost cannot see the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, and be saved.

111  SATAN WANTS TO WRECK OTHERS THROUGH YOU:

A.   He Will Attack Leaders To Get To The Followers:

1.   Peter was the best leader and had the strongest personality among the Apostles.

a.   Leadership doesn’t confer spirituality.

b.   Peter was the best leader, but John was the best Christian.

ILLUS:  After the resurrection (!), Peter was discouraged and said “I go a fishing…” He wasn’t just saying he was going out to catch a few fish or wet a line or get some R and R., he was saying he was quitting the ministry!  He was going back to his former lifestyle.  The others said:  “We also go with thee.”   He didn’t invite them, or try to persuade them, he just set the wrong example!  The leader left God’s will and the followers went with him.  John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, went along! (Jn. 21:1-7)

                 Satan had bigger fish to fry than just Peter.  He was after all the disciples. Peter had the distinction of leading the others away from the Lord, including the best Christian among them!  Peter was just a door to John and the others.  “YOU ARE A DOOR TO SOMEONE ELSE” also.  When Satan attacked Peter, he was not the main object.  The others were not the main object.  He was attacking the Church and he was attacking the Church to get to the world and he was attacking the world to get to God!  Every attack of Satan is done with God in mind.  Everyone is a door to someone else.

This is especially true of leaders.  

2.   Satan attacked Eli’s sons, but they weren’t the main objects, he was attacking Eli the preacher, to get to the people of God and to get them to mistrust the priesthood, which would get at God Himself.  (Hophni and Phineas left the door open on Eli, who left the door open on the people.)

3.   Satan attacked Eve to get to Adam, but Adam wasn’t the main object, he was attacking the human race, to get to the Creator Himself.  (Eve left the door open on Adam, who left the door open on humanity.)

ILLUS:  When Napoleon found out about a man on guard duty sleeping, he had him executed because he had jeopardized the lives of many others.  One night Napoleon had set the guard and as he walked the perimeter of the encampment, he found a guard sleeping with his musket by his side.  Napoleon stood that man’s guard that night.  In the morning the guard woke up and saw Napoleon and cried out “Oh, no, he’s come and I was asleep.”  Napoleon turned and shot him!  

              When the leader falls or fails, he jeopardizes many others.  Every leader is a door which accesses the followers.  When he fails, he places them in jeopardy.

4.   Satan attacked David to get to the people, but the attack was really directed against David and Israel’s God in the eyes of their enemies.

ILLUS:  When we think of David’s sin we usually think of adultery.  His greater sin was that of pride.  In 1 Chron.21:1 it says Satan stood up against David and provoked him to number the people.  He had just won a great victory and in pride he counted the troops in his army as if to say “Look what we have done,” and failed to give the glory to God.  When he committed adultery six people died.  When he sinned in pride, 30,000 men died!  (Some who have never committed adultery will do more damage with your pride than those who have sinned sexually!)

B.   He Will Attack Followers To Get To The Leaders:

1.   The children of Israel murmured and got Moses angry; he struck the rock the second time and lost  his place of leadership in the Promised Land.

2.   The strength of the pulpit is not in the pulpit, it is in the pew.

Ps. 11:3

If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 

ILLUS:  The Bible speaks of “foundations.”  Foundations are not built for beauty, but for strength.  They hold up what you can see.  The pulpit is what is visible, but the pew is where the strength lies.  When you go down, the work of the church goes down, because you are the foundation.   Everybody is a foundation to somebody.

Somebody is leaning on you.

CONCL:  If you are under Satanic attack remember, “SATAN IS NOT AFTER YOU” but “YOU ARE A DOOR TO SOMEONE ELSE!”    Satan has bigger fish to fry than YOU.  He may get you, but he is after your family, the church and ultimately the Lord.  Don’t get caught cooperating with Satan in his strategy of discrediting or blaspheming the Lord of glory!

"GLORIFYING GOD IN THE FIRE"

TEXT: Is. 24:15

THESIS: To show that the fiery trials which God sends to test us or purify us can be the best times in life for us when we learn to glorify Him.

INTRO: A. It is one thing to sing God's praises in the good times, but quite another to learn to sing in the hard times.  It is easy to praise the Lord in prosperous times, not so easy in time of poverty.  We can thank Him for giving us things, but find it hard when He takes them away.  Job said in the midst of unfathomable loss: "...the Lord gave; the Lord hath taken away blessed be the name of the Lord." (Job 1:21b)

                B. In our text Isaiah is prophesying about the coming captivity and destruction of the land by the armies of Assyria and beyond that about the terrible future Tribulation upon Israel and the world before the Millennium. A graphic description of the desolation is given in the verses preceding the text and then the prophet concludes with "Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires..."

ILLUS: Obviously "fires" stand for all forms of testing and destruction in the text, so let's focus on the fires which come into our lives.  What exactly does fire produce?

I.  FIRE PRODUCES PAIN: (Text)

    A.  Pain Makes Us Seek Help:

          1.   One positive blessing of pain is that we seek the Lord more quickly than when we have no pain.

          2.   Note that the text says "fires" not just "fire".

          3.   There are church fires, home fires, marriage fires, etc.

ILLUS: One preacher was about to quit.  When asked why, he said "Because my ministry is no longer ministering.  I'm having to put out fires all the time."  But if I read my Bible properly that has been the ministry of God's people down thru the centuries.  God's people have always had to deal with  fires.  But God wants us to glorify Him in the fires; not complain or quit.

4.   Sometimes we start our own fires, sometimes the devil starts our fires and oftentimes God starts our fires; in all of the fires we are to glorify Him!

ILLUS: The difference between the believer's fires and pain and those of the unbeliever, is that our fires and our pain have a purpose.  The pain and fires of the unsaved is meaningless.  No matter who starts our fires, we are His children and there is a purpose for them.

II.   FIRE PRODUCES ASHES:

I Pet. 1:6-7   

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be TRIED WITH FIRE, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

    A.   Fire Reduces Elements To Basics:

       
1.   Every fiery trial of our lives purges and purifies some of the dross from us.

2.   God often strips away needless or meaningless or extraneous things which get in the way of our pure worship and praise of Him.

ILLUS: Perhaps if He hadn't removed that thing, person, job, money, or ? He would have missed out on our fellowship.  Maybe with that obstruction gone, He has a cleaner vessel or a less encumbured vessel to work thru.Maybe that thing kept us from serving Him.

II Tim. 2:4  

No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

    B.   Ashes Produce New Growth:

ILLUS: Acacia trees, teak and long leaf pine trees are dependent upon regular burning of grass and brush between the trees for their survival. -Britannica

        The fires in the believer's life often create new opportunities for growth.  Ex: Michael White's imprisonment is the fire that produced the ashes which have promted new growth in his life.

III. FIRE PRODUCES HEAT:  Daniel 3

    A.   Keeps Us Warm:

ILLUS: The same fire that produces pain also heats our homes in the winter and keeps us comfortable when the snow flies.  Fire contained in the furnace produces no pain, but provides warmth.  God doesn't send fires of testing to harm us but to help us.

1.   Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego went into the furnace expecting to burn, but instead they became a part of one of the most fantastic experiences of mankind and most spectacular miracles in the Bible.

          2.   A believer is never alone in the fire!

ILLUS: When the King looked into the furnace, he expected to see 3 french- fried Jews, but instead he saw 4 figures in the fire and one of them was the Son of God!  No doubt that one experience in these 3 young men's lives warmed their hearts throughout their days.  Sometimes the thing we think will hurt us the most is the greatest blessing we will ever experience.

    B.   Makes Food Tastier:

ILLUS: The difference between a steak cooked indoors in an electric oven can- not compare with that same steak cooked outdoors on a grill!  The fire makes the difference!

           1.   The Word of God is sweeter in the fire than at any other time.

           2.   The fellowship of the Lord is sweeter in the fire.

           3.   The blessing of Christian friends is sweeter in the fire.

IV. FIRE PRODUCES LIGHT:

    A.   Enables You To See More:

       
1.   Fire not only produces pain, ashes and heat, but also light and light helps us see more clearly.

       
2.   Until you have been in the fire, perhaps you could not see the Lord as clearly.

3.   Until you have been in the fire, maybe you could not understand or have compassion on others who have been where you are.

       
4.   Until you have been in the fire, many Scriptures meant little to you.

NOTE: Some Scripture must be interpreted through personal experience, not by a preacher or Bible teacher.  I have learned more in the fires in the ministry than I ever learned at the feet of a Professor.

V.  FIRE PRODUCES TEMPERING:

    A.   Tempering Is A Hardening Process:

           1.   When an axe blade is not tempered it loses its edge quickly.

           2.   It needs to be placed in the fire to harden the steel so it will hold its edge!

ILLUS: Maybe God put you in the fire because you were too soft.  You were not able to keep an edge.  When you came up against the hard circumstances you lost your edge, like the axe blade does when it comes up against the hard wood.  Only the fire can temper the axe blade or the believer!

        When Job went through the fires of testing, he glorified the Lord, he didn't wait till the fire was out!

Job 1:20-22  

20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,

21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

CONCL:  Fire out of control is destructive.  But fire under control is productive.  Every fire the believer faces is under the Lord's control!  No fire touches the believer apart from the Lord's permission. We need to learn to glorify the Lord IN the fire, not to wait till AFTER the fire is over.

 “WILLING TO BE A WORM”

or “DON’T BE TOO BIG FOR GOD TO USE”

TEXT:  Isaiah 41:14-15

THESIS:  To show that humility is a prerequisite to service and success in the Lord’s work.

INTRO:  A.  The hymn “At The Cross” by Isaac Watts begins with this line: “Alas, and did my Savior bleed?  And did my Sovereign die?  Would He devote that sacred head, for such a worm as I?”  The concept is that man is insignificant compared to such an omnipotent and omniscient God.  


     B.  Our text contains God’s promise to Israel that He will come to their rescue and help them and in spite of their sin and insignificance as a nation in the world He will enable them to be victorious.  These two verses present an interesting picture to ponder:  a worm with teeth turning mountains into dust!

QUOTE:  140 yrs. ago C.H. Spurgeon, only 23 yrs. old at the time, speaking on this text said.  “The first qualification for serving God with any amount of success, and for doing God’s work well and triumphantly, is a sense of our own weakness.”  No wonder no auditorium in London could hold the crowds that came to hear him preach!  He had a Biblical perspective on serving God.

ILLUS:  A young seminary graduate was asked to preach in his home church.  He was filled with the knowledge he had gained at school and felt very confident and adequately prepared.  He walked boldly to the pulpit, his head high, radiating self-confidence.  But he stumbled reading the Scriptures then lost his train of thought halfway thru the message.  He panicked and did the safest thing: quickly ending the message and walked dejectedly from the pulpit, his head down, his self-assurance gone.


One of the godly elders in the church whispered to the embarrassed young man, “If you had gone up to the pulpit the way you came down, you might have come down the way you went up.”

1   A WORM THEN A WARRIOR:  

A.   Joshua At Jericho:  Josh.6

   1.   Joshua had spent time in God’s presence before he marched against Jericho. v.1-3

   2.   Joshua followed God’s instructions to the letter and great victory resulted.

ILLUS:  Israel was commanded to destroy everyone in Jericho.  Some have problems with God’s command and Israel’s obedience (cf.6:21).  God owes us no explanation, but one is nevertheless recorded in 1 Ki.14:24.  The entire land was polluted with perverts.

1 Kings 14:24

And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast out before the children of Israel. 

    B.   Joshua At Ai:  Josh.7

   1.   Joshua forgot he was to be a worm then a warrior.

   2.   Joshua forgot he was only 2nd in command over Israel.

      a.   Forgot to pray - till after the defeat!

      b.   Forgot to deal with sin in the camp - till after the defeat!

ILLUS:  Past victories are no guarantee that God will be with you in the future.  There must be a recognition of who you are (a worm) and Who God is (the Lord).  When we fail to deal with sin in our lives and fail to pray for wisdom, strength and blessings, we fail.  God’s former promise to be with Joshua and Israel is conditionally revoked.  7:12

    C.   Joshua and the Gibeonites:  Josh.9

  1.   Joshua forgot to pray - again.

  2.   Joshua forgot his covenant with God and made a covenant with his enemies.  V.20

ILLUS:  It is amazing that we can know the path to success and victory and fail to implement those principles.  It is just as amazing that we make the same mistakes which lead to failure again and again.   Cf.  1:5-8

Joshua was a great leader and a godly man, but his 2 recorded defeats grew out of self-confidence and his failure to consult the Lord.     

11   A WORM THEN A WITNESS:

A.   Saul Of Tarsus:

   1.   Saul was very religious, but not saved.

   2.   Saul’s problem was that he had an inflated opinion of himself.

   3.   Saul’s qualifications are listed in Phil. 3.

Phil. 3:4-6

4
Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 

5
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 

6
Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

B.   Paul The Apostle:

1.   God had to literally knock Saul of Tarsus off his high horse so he could get a more biblical view of himself, before God could use him.

2.   Paul’s concluding statement, after his conversion, in spite of his former status is summarized in   Phil. 3:7-9.

Phil. 3:7-9

7
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

8
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 

9
And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

3.   Paul found out that when he humbled himself that there is nothing God would withhold form him and he became the apostle to the Gentiles, wrote most of the NEW TESTAMENT and became the greatest preacher in NEW TESTAMENT times.

ILLUS:  It was to “worms” that God, in our text, said:  “I will help you.”  There is nothing God won’t do for the servant who will let Him have all the glory.   If you want God’s power to witness, realize that it is not you, your might or your power that will win lost souls, but God’s Holy Spirit.

QUOTE:  J. Hudson Taylor, pioneer missionary to China wrote:  “All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on His being with them.”

111   A WORM THEN A WISE MAN:  

Prov. 3:5-6

5
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

6
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

A.   King Solomon:  Cf. 2 Chron. 1:7-12

1.   When Solomon took the place of humility, God granted him wisdom and then even added wealth, etc.

2.   When Solomon later became puffed up and no longer saw himself as a “worm” he lost his wisdom.  Cf. Ecclesiastes!

B.   King Uzziah:   2 Chron.15:16-21

   1.   Here is a King to whom God gave wealth and wisdom.

   2.   But the epitaph on his tomb could be found in v.15,16.

   3.   A great King ended his life in shame because he got “TOO BIG FOR GOD TO USE!”

CONCL:  Being humble doesn’t mean denying our gifts or abilities; it means we can’t use our gifts in our own strength and power and still glorify and serve God.  Jesus said: “without Me, ye can do nothing.”  (Jn. 15:5)  Jesus also set the example for us:

Mt .20:26-28

26
But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 

27
And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 

28
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.


No wonder Jesus could say from the cross:  “I am a worm and no man.”  Ps. 22:6  Are you greater than your Master?  Do you want to be a WARRIOR, A WITNESS OR A WISE MAN?  You must first become a WORM!  Are you willing?

 “STORM WARNING”

TEXT:  Isaiah 43:2

THESIS:  To show how the Lord promises to protect and preserve His saints in the storms of life.

INTRO:  A. The “STORM WARNING” was up and a “small craft advisory” had been posted, but we decided to go fishing anyway.  We would have been wiser to have taken heed.  We were able to negotiate the inlet, but when we got into the ocean, the waves were too much and we had to turn back (with our wives laughing at us on the beach).  


    B. Just over a week ago a “STORM WARNING” was issued for Hurricane Bertha. The giant storm had regained some strength just as it slammed into the coast and those who did not heed the warning were sorry.  Four people lost their lives, millions of dollars worth of damage was done to homes and property.  Those who heeded the warning and took the necessary precautions were spared great loss.  

TRANS:  In our text God issues a “STORM WARNING” for believers.  True, the context is for Israel, but as Paul reminds us, these basic premises are for the church as well.  And if that is t
true for the Body of Christ, it is also true for each member of the Body.  

QUOTE:  C.H. Spurgeon:  “...claim this promise as made to you, just as much as if God had spoken it out of the excellent glory right into your ear, or as much as if you saw Him writing with His own eternal pen, these precious sentences as a personal epistle to you, for He does speak
them and write them to you by His ever blessed Spirit.”

I.  STORMS ARE INEVITABLE:  

    A.   Not “If” But “When”:


1.   You say “But I don’t like storms” - no one does, but they are necessary and inevitable.


2.   Everyone is included, God doesn’t play favorites.

ILLUS:  It is true that all “all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution...” 2 
Tim.3:1, which tells me that those who have the biggest storms are those who are often closer to the Lord and that the storms are to some degree a measure of God’s special love and attention.

    B.   No One Is Exempt:

HYMN: “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross”:  “Must I be carried to the skies, on flowery beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize, and sailed through bloody seas?”


You are in good company if you are in the midst of the storm: Job, Moses, Elijah, John the Baptist, Paul, Peter...it is like a “Who’s Who” of God’s choicest servants.


   1.   Jesus promised that we would have tribulation as a part of the Christian life.

Jn. 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 


   2.   The storms will be varied:  “waters...rivers...fire...flame...”

       a.   Water may speak of danger that springs from circumstances.


          b.   Fire may speak of danger that springs from persecution.

ILLUS:  Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord...”but he went through earth’s greatest storm.
(Remember the alternative was to perish with the rest of the world!)  Jonah went through a great storm as a part of God’s disciplinary program.  The three Hebrew young men went through the fire of the furnace and came out unscathed as a testimony to God’s protection.  


  3.   The storms will be unrelenting:  you will no sooner get through one than another will come.

ILLUS:  Job got bad news, then more bad news, then even worse news, till his entire family, wealth and possessions were gone!  You may have financial problems, then your car will breakdown, then your health will be gone and then your doctor will tell you “It’s cancer!”

II.  STORMS ARE FEARFUL:  

    A.   It Is Lonely In The Storm:

ILLUS:  One elderly woman my wife works for, lives alone and is terrified when she hears a “STORM WARNING.”  She takes sleep medication and goest to bed till the storm is over.


1.   The wind howls, the lightning flashes, the thunder roars...a storm can be terrifying.

ILLUS:  The howling wind is fearful, but usually harmless...the lightning is awesome, but if you see it you have escaped it’s power...the thunder roars, but thunder is harmless.


 2.   The water rises, the floods threaten to destroy everything we have in this life.

ILLUS:  Some of the reasons the Lord sends the storms is so we will realize our helplessness, recognize our loneliness and not hold too tightly onto the things of this life.  His promise is precious “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee...”

    B.   But We Are Not Alone:

1.   God was with Noah in the ark, with Jonah in the whales belly, with Job in the valley ofdespair, with Elijah under the Juniper tree, with the 3 Hebrew young men in the fiery furnace, with Daniel in the lion’s den, with John the Baptist in prison, with Paul in the prison...and he will be with you in your storm!


2.   The storm cannot separate us from the love of our Savior.

Rom. 8:38-39

38
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

39
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


 3.   The Lord is nearer than our closest friend...He lives within the believer.

ILLUS:  My wife is strange.  She is terrified of storms, but she feels more secure if I am there!?  (If she thinks I am going to step in front of the lightning, she had better think again.)  A clap of thunder seemed to be right over my bed the other night and with all my faith in God I grabbed my teddy bear and crawled under the bed!  Thank God we are NOT alone in the storms and the One Who is with us is the omnipotent God Who created the storms and also regulates them!


And His promise is “I will be with thee.”

III. STORMS ARE TEMPORARY:

    A.   We Are Not Kept From The Storms:


1.   All storms will pass, eventually.


2.   After the storm comes the rainbow and things look and smell so much clearer and cleaner!

ILLUS:  When the purpose of the storm is understood we may find out that it was simply to get us away from the distractions which kept us from fellowship with Him.  We will find ourselves
clinging to Him more. Perhaps one of the results will be that we will see Him clearer and that we will be cleaner!

B. We Are Kept In The Storms:  “through...”


1.   Three times the word “through” is used in the verse.


2.   God doesn’t exempt believers from the storms of life, but He goes with them through them!


       a.   Just as He took Israel through the formidable Red Sea.


       b.   Just as He took Israel through the barrier of the Jordan River.

ILLUS:  This is the same word and concept in Ps.23 where God’s promise is “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me!”


His promise is that we shall not be overwhelmed by the waters, drowned by the rivers, burned by the fire nor consumed by the flames because of His presence with us.  We never have to go it alone.  He even promises to walk with us thru the valley of the shadow of death!


Death is our “last enemy” which many dread throughout life.  When we get to the other side we will say “Is that all it was?  Why did I fear that?  The Lord took me safely through!” The storm you are going through now or will go through shortly will also pass...everything in this life, including this life itself, is temporary!  Thank God!

CONCL:  I have attempted to issue a “STORM WARNING” today to let you know that storms
are inevitable...they are on their way; they are fearful because we are just flesh; but they are also temporary and we are never alone in the storms if we are saved!  


The Scriptures offer no such comfort or hope to the unsaved.  They must go through the storms of life alone...totally alone.  But it doesn’t have to be that way.  Accept the Savior NOW!  Make Him your storm companion.

"ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?"

TEXT: Is. 44:3

INTRO: A. God promises in our text to 

1) pour water upon the thirsty,  

2) to send floods upon the dry ground and 

3) to pour His Spirit upon future generations.  The subject is revival and the prerequisite to revival is to thirst. The only people who pray for revival are those who not only need revival, but those who KNOW THEY NEED REVIVAL!  "ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?

              B. A little girl and her father were getting in the car to go to church. The little girl asked "Daddy, where are we going?"  He replied "We are going to a revival."  She thought for a moment and then asked "Daddy, have I ever seen one?"  Have you?  Aren't you tired of hearing about revival, praying for revival, but never seeing revival?  "ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?"

TRANS: There are several things necessary for revival.  We will look at those 4 things under three main headings and from three texts:

I.  "REVIVE THY WORK..."

Hab. 3:2  

O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. 

    A.   Prayer:

             1.   The tragedy today is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered prayer!

             2.   Churches are dying on their feet because they are not living on their knees.

             3.   Today we have the worst of sins in the best of churches - praylessness!

QUOTE: "If it took extraordinary prayer and fasting to cast ONE DEMON out of one person in Jesus' day, can we expect it will take less to cast the devil out of the church in our day?  There has never been a revival any-where on the face of the earth where there has not been a desperate church." - James Stewart

             4.   What's wrong with our churches is that the NEED for revival is not felt deeply enough.

QUOTE: "Adversity has slain its thousands but prosperity has slain its tens of thousands." D.L. Moody: "Every revival can be traced to a kneeling figure."

5.   We've had enough useless debate about God's part and man's part in revival; revival comes from God but it is God that works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

                    a.   God initiates desire, burden and conviction.

                    b.   Our part is to cooperate with God in prayerful intercession.

                    c.   We can - WE MUST - pray for revival!

QUES: Does God desire to send revival?  YES!  ARE WE THIRSTY ENOUGH YET?

II   "REVIVE US..."

Ps. 85:6  

Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

    A.   Obedience:

1.   Def: Obedience is doing exactly WHAT I'm told to do, WHEN I'm told to do it, DOING IT RIGHT, and DOING IT WITHTHE RIGHT ATTITUDE!

ILLUS: Evan Roberts, the Welsh revivalist, would often exhort congregations, "Obey the Spirit!  Obey the Spirit!"  Many times he would not preached, but simply and fervently plead with the people to obey.  That obedience brought the famous Welsh Revival.

    2.  We need to obey the Lord and repent of unloving words, harsh attitudes fleshly actions and reactions!

           3.   We need to obey the Word and do right without regard to consequences.

ILLUS: One Pastor reported of a great revival in his church.  God's people were getting right with each other, people were being saved and God was answering prayer mightily.  When questioned by other pastors about how it all began, he told them that their church had simple exercised discipline on a church member involved in immorality.  When that church member asked for restoration and the church responded lovingly and obediently, God sent revival!

III. "REVIVE ME..."

Ps. 138:7  

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 

    A.   Belief:

       
 1.   The problem in America is not a strong humanism but a weak fundamentalism!

 2.   We must not only believe our beliefs, we must start believing God!  "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin."

NOTE: Often we create a theology of despair to justify the deadness of our churches.  One man asked a Preacher: "What do you think about the condition of American churches?"  The preacher replied: "It's right on track."  He meant that we are living in the last days, the Laodicean age, perilous times...and he was right.  But God's people do not have to follow the world down the tubes of destruction.  We are not locked into a pre-determined sloth.  Any Christian, any church, which follows God's strategy for revival can still have it!

3.   Jesus could not do mighty miracles in His own hometown because of the oppresive atmosphere of unbelief.

          
          a.   Even the Son of God was hindered by this stifling lack of faith.

          
          b.   Maybe we don't experience revival because we don't expect revival

          
          c.   God reminds us: "According to your faith be it unto you."

ILLUS: I am tired of hearing about revival in the churches in Korea, Russia, China, Africa, South America and Romania!  I want it in America, in our church, in my life, in my heart. In Romania an American preacher had an accident on the way to a church service which delayed him for two hours.  He said to the Romanian Pastor,  "We are two hours late there is no need to go to church now; everyone has gone home by now."  The Pastor kept driving to the church and when they arrived they found the place packed.  They had been singing and praying for 2 hours!  As the American preacher walked into the service he so strongly sensed the presence and power of God all he could do was weep.  Four Greek Orthodox women got saved that night.

    B.   Repentance:

            1.   The last word to the local churches in Rev.2,3 was to repent! (5 out of 7!)

QUOTE: Howard Spring: "The K. of god is not going to be advanced by our churches becoming filled with men, but by men in our churches becoming filled with God."

2.   Repentance is the emptying out of the old wine of sin and self and replacement with the new wine of God's Spirit.

ILLUS: Mills used to have great water wheels to grind flour.  As long as the water flowed freely the wheel turned and the stones turned to grind the flour.  When it slowed to a trickle the owner would go upstream to find out what was blocking the flow of water.  He would work hard to remove the trash and blockage so the water could flow freely again.

        When the river of living water stops flowing in the believer's life, its time to look for the blockage and remove the trash.  That is repentance.

CONCL: God has promised to pour water on the thirsty and floods upon the dry ground.  ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?  Will you employ this simple strategy for revival?  WILL YOU PRAY?  WILL YOU OBEY?  WILL YOU BELIEVE?  WILL YOU REPENT?

"COMMANDING GOD"

or "WHY PRAYER?"

TEXT: Isaiah 45:11

THESIS: To set forth one aspect of the doctrine of prayer: that God delights in fellowship with us and desires us to communicate our wants and needs.

INTRO: A. There are 2 phrases in our text verse which deal with our subject: "Ask Me..." and "Command Ye Me!"  Think of it - Almighty God speaking to His sinful creatures and inviting them to ask Him for their needs; the Creator  (v.12, 18, 21b) telling the creature to command Him!

                B. Before answering the question in the title: "Why Prayer?" we need to qualify the subjects of this admonition to command God and the basis upon which sinful man may approach God.  The brazen altar and the altar of incense were two articles in the tabernacle and Temple which will clarify things for us.  The brazen altar was the altar upon which sacrifices for sinful man were made and pictures the cross on which our Savior died for our sins.  Inside the Holy Place and just outside the Holy of Holies was the altar of incense.  Its flame was kindled from coals from the brazen altar and pictures the sweet-savour of prayers rising upward to God from His children.  There could be no sweet-smelling incense rising heavenward till there had been the smoke of sacrifice rising heavenward.  Only the believer who has accepted the sacrifice of the Savior on the cross has access to the throne room of God in the Holy of Holies!  A person cannot pray till he has been to the brazan altar and trusted the Lamb of God.  There is no need for us to become a dead sacrifice as did the Lamb of God.  God wants a living sacrifice today!

TRANS: The subject is not "Why Pray?" but "Why Prayer?"  Since God already knows our needs, why is it necessary for us to "ask God" for our needs? Why must we "command God?"

I.  WHY PRAYER?  FOR FELLOWSHIP!

    A.   Conversation:

Rev. 5:8  

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

       
1.   Our prayers are like sweet-smelling perfume to God.

2.  We say: "Those words are like music to my ears"; God says: "Your words (in prayer) are like perfume to my nostrils."

ILLUS:  Your child comes to you and asks you for some ice cream.  You ask: "Why do you want some ice cream?"  "Cause I like it."  "You just had some yesterday." "But I want some today." "Give me some reasons." "Cause you are the best daddy in the world."  "Anything else?"  "You are the handsomest daddy in the whole world!"  "Give me a hug and kiss and I'll get you some ice cream."  You were going to give her the ice cream anyhow but you wanted her to beg and because you wanted some loving and you enjoyed her fellowship!  It was a sweet time!  God wants our fellowship and loves our company and conversation.

    B.   Communication:

Is. 65:24  

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 

       
l.   God is nearer than our breath in one sense but as far away as the 3rd heaven in another.

2.   As we all enjoy receiving a letter from a good friend separated by the miles, so God wants us to communicate with Him.

ILLUS: A lady lived in poverty.  The Pastor came and asked if she had any children and she said "I have a son in S.A..  "Does he ever write?"  "No he never writes."  "Do you mean you never receive anything from him?"  "Oh, yes, - once a month I receive a little green cardboard, but he never writes anything."  The Pastor excitedly asked "where are those cardboards?"  "Well my bedroom is drafty and I used them to paper up the holes in the wall." HE said "take me there."  "Lady those are money orders.  You are rich and don't know it!"

         God owns everything and has provided for all the needs of His children, but often we are unaware of His provision because the communication is one way!  We are rich, but only potentially so.  We need to start cashing the checks He sends.

            3.   Often the provision is avail. but till we ask He doesn't reveal it.

            4.   Sometimes, before we even ask He answers!

ILLUS: The oil that keeps us warm in winter was planned and prepared for us centuries ago.  Long before the baby is born God has been preparing the mother's milk and when he arrives He tickles his lips and they instantly begin to pucker to receive God's provision.  God is gracious when answering when we call, but infinitely more so in answering oftentimes before we call!

                   a.   We need to be specific in our prayers.

ILLUS. When I was in the army I was never taught to shoot at a crowd, but at an individual!  All of my practice on the rifle range was at the likeness of a man!

b.   But when we don't know "how to pray for as we ought" the Lord graciously provides for our needs.

II. WHY PRAYER?  FOR FRIENDSHIP!

    A.   Sweetness:

Lk. 24:28-29  

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further.

29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 

       
1.   Jesus first "drew near" to these disciples, revealing His desire to fellowship with His friends.

2.   Then "He made as though He would have gone further" perhaps saying "It is getting late and I must go now."

       
3.   They "constrained Him" and He gave in and tarried "with them."

ILLUS: He really wanted their fellowship and friendship but he wanted them to want it too and so waited till they begged Him a little before giving in.Think of what they would have missed out on if they had not "constrained Him.".  We too miss out on sweet, precious times of fellowship withour Friend when we too quickly rush out of His presence!

    B.   Closeness:

Jer. 33:3  

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not. 

            1.   Prayer makes the journey more enjoyable than the destination.

ILLUS: A boy says to his girlfriend: "Walk down to the store with me while I pick up some things for my mother."  On the way they laugh, talk, and maybe even say "I love you" to each other.  Which would be more fun, getting the stuff at the store or the walk together?

        God says "You can have your milk, bread and meat but I'm not going to have it delivered to y9ur house, I want us to go to the store together so we can enjoy the closeness of our friendship!"

             2.   Prayer lets us get to know our Savior before we get to glory!

a.   He lets us know thru answered prayer that He desires to give us those things which are best for us.

          
        b.   Prayer builds trust in Him Who promised to provide a mansion in heaven for us.

ILLUS: God made the sun, moon, stars, animals, birds, fish, fruit and vegetables for man.  He made the mountains, streams, lakes and oceans for man - before He made man.  Then after He created man He fellowshipped with him!

        God is saying "All these things are for you, but I long to fellowship With you, so I would appreciate it if when you realize you have a need you would come to Me and ask.  If you are not comfortable I have given you the "thermostat of prayer" to take care of your needs.  I have some metals you might like (gold, silver, etc.) and some pretty stones (diamonds, rubies, etc.).  They are here for you.  As long as we stay close to each other I will provide for whatever you need and beyond to the things you want!"

III. WHY PRAYER?  FOR FOLLOWSHIP!

    A.   For Dependence:

Rom. 8:32  

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

l.   This may be the most comprehensive and amazing prayer promise in the Bible!

2.   God says I have given My Son for you, doesn't that tell you how much more I will give if you will but ask?

ILLUS: Suppose someone convinced me to give them my son.  When asked what he plans, he says "I plan to kill him."  After his death, he returns and asks for his clothing.  If I am willing to give him my son, it is no big deal to give him my son's clothing!

        God says to doubting saints, if you doubt that I want to give you all things, just look at Calvary!  There is our proof!

       
3.   We need not only to trust Him but to depend on Him.

       
4.   Trust implies dependence; He has not promised to give us all our needs or desires at one time.

ILLUS: God could have sent enough manna to the Israelites at the beginning of the 40 yrs. to sustain them but instead He gave them only one days supply at a time.  And even then they had to go out and gather it, he didn't deliver it to their refrigerators!  He kept them constantly trusting and depending on Him throughout their journey!  Think of how this kept them humble, appreciative and increased their love for the One Who constantly supplied for their needs!

    D.   Determination:

Matt. 7:7  

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 

l.   How God's love. provision and protection should give us the determination to keep trusting and following and serving Him!

       
2.   We are invited to "ask...seek...and knock" and even to "command" God!

3.   We haven't even touched the hem of the garment of our subject, but with just the little we have dealt with how great ought our determination ought to be for the One Who says "Ask Me..." and "Command ye Me..."

CONCL: Truly, "God's wish is our Command!"  Why don't we exercise our privilege and pray more?  Why don't we desire closer FELLOWSHIP and FRIENDSHIP With Him?  Why don't we FOLLOW Him more closely?

Be Effective Witnesses

TEXT: Isaiah 49:2

THESIS: To show how the average believer can become an effective witness.

INTRO: A. Every believer is some kind of a witness; good or bad, effective or ineffective.  Every believer has some kind of a testimony; good or bad, clean or soiled.  Every believer wishes that he or she could be more effective and more potent.  Many believers feel that God could never use THEM.  The promise of Pentecost refutes that concept.  The power of the Holy Spirit residing within us refutes that.  The passage before us refutes that.  Here Isaiah epitomizes a spiritually effective life.  Prophetically his words spoke of the promised Messiah, God's most effective instrument.  Secondarily they spoke of Isaiah himself.  Spiritually applied they speak of you and me!

                 B. There is surely a need for men and women who are qualified as weapons of aggression in the spiritual world...swords and shafts in the hands of God.

ILLUS: In nature each created thing functions as designed by its Creator.  The butterfly beautifies our world while pollenating the flowers.  The lowly earthworm arrates the soil while feeding the birds.  With man, the crown of creation, the element of the will enters in and the ideal plan of the Creator is often temporarily thwarted.  "To prepare polished shafts for offensive spiritual warfare requires the power and wisdom of the Godhead." - Sanders

TRANS: Many successful people boast of being self-made men.  But no self-made men find their way into the ranks of God's spiritual commandos.  The man who is effective in Christian service is God-made.  Isaiah said: "HE hath made my mouth like a sharp sword...(HE) made me a polished shaft..."

I.  A SHARP SWORD:

    A.   The Promise of Power: cf. Acts 1:8

           l.   The greatest and only offensive weapon in the Christian's armament is the two-edged sword.

           2.   That sword can only be weilded by the mouth of the believer.

ILLUS:  God's Word spoken by God's Son is portrayed as a two-edged sword in Rev. 1:16.  What was true of Him may be true of we who share the same Spirit. "As He is, so are we in this world."  (I John 4:17b)

    B.   The Power of Words:

ILLUS: We are bombarded with millions of words each day in our newspapers, news- casts, books, magazines, etc.  Isaiah uses the picture of a razor-edged sword with a stiletto point to illustrate the potency of the tongue.  Who can estimate the power of the words of a Moody or a Marx, a Gorbachev or a Schwartzkopf?  The propaganda of war demonstrates that the "tongue is mightier than the bomb."

            l.   Souls can only be won by words.  Rom.10:17

ILLUS: It is amazing that some tongues can be cutting in criticism, sarcasm and anger, but strangely blunt, ineffective or silent in witnessing.

        The day Charles Finney got saved he began to witness effectively.  He said: "I spoke with many persons that day, and I believe the Spirit of God made lasting impressions on every one of them.  I cannot remember one whom I spoke with, who was not soon after converted."

           2.   Saints can only be strengthened by words.  II Tim. 4:4

                  a.   Our tongues are to be as sharp swords making lasting impressions on the saints we minister to.

ILLUS: Is. 41:15 says "I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth..."  There are no toothless platitudes from the Spirit-filled saint.   Jesus words cut to the heart.  Paul's words wounded the hearers.  Stephen's Spirit-filled eloquence slashed the hypocritical religious leaders.  "They were not able to resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spake." Acts 6:10 When called before the council his only weapon of defence was his tongue. "when they heard these things they were cut to the heart..."

                   b.   Our tongues are to be like sharpened swords, pointed and incisive, but never vulgar or uncouth.

II. A POLISHED SHAFT:

    A.   A Painful Process:

            l.   The burrs and bumps on the wood shaft must be cut or sanded off.

            2.   Our tongue must be as a sharp sword and our manner as a polished shaft.

ILLUS:  In the Sudan there are no straight trees.  The natives must use a long process to straighten and polish the shafts for their spears and arrows.  They use a bush which though gnarled is pliable.  They place the selected shaft in the fire briefly and then place it between two straight rows of pegs which forces it to straighten.  They repeat this process over and over till the shaft is straight.  They they take sharp knives to trim it smooth and polish it by rubbing it with butter or oil till it slips through the hand with out any roughness.  As in the natural, so in the spiritual.  "He hath made me a polished shaft..."

                  a.   Many believers desire to be effective, but shrink from the polishing and straightening process.

                  b.   Most effective witnesses are not those who have had easy lives.

c. The purpose of the polishing is not to make it an ornament but to prepare it to pierce and pene-

trate; not a curio but a weapon in the hand of the master Archer.

III. A CONCEALING QUIVER:

    A.   Desire for Display:

l.   The polishing process is not so the beauty of the shaft may be admired, but that the Fashioner may be honored and glorified.

            2.   The peril of the polished shaft is the desire for display and an unwillingness to be hid.

NOTE: We all have a desire to be noticed, recognized, praised for our accomplishments and honored.  But we are to honor Him who sees fit to use us, we are to praise Him for whatever He may accomplish thru us.  God will not give His glory to anyone else.  With our "sharp swords" we are to preach "not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord."  If we are permitted to win some souls, He, not we, should receive the glory.

    B.   Applause for the Archer:

       
l.   The only safe place for the polished shaft is to be hidden in His quiver.

2.   Many Christians who have gone triumphantly endured the painful days of polishing, wither when laid aside in the quiver.

ILLUS:  The preacher who has rigorously trained for His service suddenly is laid aside with a debilitating disease.  The Christian who has served well as a Sunday School teacher or Bus Worker is now placed in the quiver of affliction.  The Pastor who has served effectively is suddenly without a church thru no fault of his own.  Why?

a.   The shaft is safest in the quiver and is always at the ready to be used when and where the Archer deems best.

                    b.  When we are hidden in the quiver the Archer gets the applause, not the shaft!

                    c.   The arrow is nothing at all...apart from the Archer...this is the lesson of the quiver.

CONCL: These three words reveal the secret of effective service for the Savior: SHARPENED, POLISHED, HIDDEN!  In which of these stages do you find yourself? To be a good witness you must be SHARP.  To be a better witness you must be POLISHED.  To be the best witness you must be HIDDEN!

“THE GOD WHO WEEPS AND LAUGHS”

TEXT:  Isaiah 53:3

INTRO:   A.  I had a friend in seminary who decided never to laugh again, because he
said he couldn’t find any place in the Bible where Jesus laughed.  Surely the God Who created a puppy can laugh!  Or a giraffe!  Or an aardvark!  Or an armadillo! Or you!  Or Me!   The Bible says “a merry heart doeth good like medicine.

It is more difficult to me to comprehend how the God Who made the birds to sing, the brooks to babble, the butterflies to soar, the bees to buzz and the black-eyed susans to bloom could become “the man of sorrows…”

1   A MAN OF SORROWS:  Is. 53:3

A.   Disappointed By His People:  John 1:11

   1.   First by Adam in Eden.

ILLUS:  Suppose you were the Creator and made man and placed him in a perfect environment, gave him a beautiful woman to share the beauties of Eden and the planet with, animals to enjoy, flowers to tend, fruit to eat, beautiful weather 365 days a year and then he rebels against your benificence, bounty and blessing?

      2.   Then by Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, et.al.

      3.   Then by Abraham’s seed.  John 1:11

      4.   Then by the world at large. (text)

    B.   Disfigured By His Pain:  Is. 52:14

  1.   At Gethsemane:  

Luke 22:44

And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

  2.   At Gabbatha:  (many died at the whipping post)

John 19:1

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

John 19:13

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

   3.   Golgotha:

Is. 53:4-5

4
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

C.   Delighted By His Purpose:

Heb. 12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

TRANS:  Yes He was the “Man of sorrows” but in spite of the pain of rejection by His people, the disfigurement of His pain, we was delighted by His purpose:  “to seek and to save that which was lost.”  It was through Calvary that He became…

11   THE HELPER:  

Heb. 13:6

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

Ps. 46:1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

A.   A Compassionate Helper:

1.   David had known great grief, anguish of soul and disappointment from friends and family, but he wrote of the One who was his Helper!

2.   The writer of Hebrews (Paul?), also knew hardship, deprivation and sorrow and yet encouraged his readers to boldly proclaim “The Lord is my Helper.”

B.   A Constant Helper:  “a very present help…”

1.   We may have friends who would like to help, but don’t have the means to help or are too far away to help, or who lack compassion or - ?

2.  But we not only have a Helper who wants to help, but has the means to help and is always present to help!

C.   A Conditional Helper:  

Heb. 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

  1.   Help is readily available to the believer, and our Helper is accessible, but we need to access His help.

ILLUS:  IF you have money in the bank, it is as accessible to you as the nearest ATM machine or your checkbook!  But you have to “come boldly to the ATM machine, that ye may obtain cash and  find help in time of need!”

         “People who never walk the road of prayer never find jewels along the way.Christians who never look up never see the stars.”
D.   A Confident Helper:

   1.   His resources are limitless.

   2.   His willingness is unquestioned.
   3.   His promise is our guarantee.

Is. 41:10

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

111   THE OVERCOMER:  

Rev. 17:14

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

NOTE:  This is a suggestive name, but it reflects now what He is but what He has
done.  With Him the future is a certainty.  We are on the winning side!  He is not only the future overcomer, but He has already overcome trials, conflicts, temptations
and hardship. He has also overcome Satan and sin on Calvary!

    A.   He Overcame By Prayer:

  1.   Most of our defeats are the result of our being too busy to pray!

   2.   During our Lord’s earthly ministry, in spite of pressures, problems and people, our Savior found

  time to pray:  “in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a 

  solitary place, and there prayed.”  (Mk. 1:35)

B.   He Overcame By Scripture:

1.   When evil attacked Him, He remembered the words of His Father and used them to overcome temp-tation and the devil.

2.   Of His ministry we read time and again that what He did was “that the Scriptures might be fulfilled…”

  
 3.   We can use the same resources He used to become overcomers.

Rev. 12:10-11

10
  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11
  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

CONCL:  Yes, our Savior was a “Man of sorrows” but He was also our Helper because He it the Overcomer!  He is “THE GOD WHO WEEPS and LAUGHS!”  He wept over rejection and disappointment but He overcame thru prayer, Scripture and His cross.  The Psalmist declares that one day “the Man of sorrows” will laugh!

Ps. 2:4

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

REJECTION

TEXT: Isaiah 53:3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

INTRO: A. Rejected!  We shudder when we hear the word.  We cringe if rejection becomes our portion.  All of us have felt it.  Perhaps we were an unwanted child and our parents rejected us, even if it was not consciously.  Maybe our playmates rejected us and we felt the sting and the pain.  Perhaps later on a boy or girl friend rejected and spurned us or our love.  Now it may be a family member, friend or even a spouse.

              B. In most cases it isn't because of what we have done, but because of who we are or what we repreesent.  The rejection may com because of racism, religion, political views, or just because of what we remind someone of; e.g. our parents wanted a girl instead of a boy or didn't want a child at this inopportune time... Perhaps the rejection is because of some physical disability, emotional problem, intellectual dysfunction or even a spiritual lack. But it is real and it hurts!

TRANS: The question is, what do we do about rejection?  We can learn from the Scriptures how to effectively deal with rejection...

  I.  THE REJECTED and THE REJECTORS:

      A.   Case #1: Joseph

             l.   Joseph was rejected by his brothers.

             2.   The reason was jealousy.

ILLUS:  Joseph provides us with a classic example of how to respond to rejection.  Not one sin is recorded of Joseph in the Bible!  Surely he had reason to be angry, to stew and become bitter, to allow his resentment to seethe...but he didn't!  After approx. l7 yrs. in an Egyptian prison we find his spirit still sweet and his attitude free from bitterness.

            3.   His response was to trust in the sovereignty of God.

   4.   He apparently never blamed God for his circumstances, while at the same time accepted his circ-

  
 cumstances as a part of God's sovereign purpose for him and his nation.

             5.   His classic statement at the end of his rejection was: "God meant it for good...!"

     B.   Case #2: Jeremiah

             l.   Jeremiah was rejected by his fellow countrymen.

            2.   The reason was resentment for his message.

ILLUS: Jeremiah preached faithfully a negative message of judgment for over 40 years.  He did not originate the message, he just delivered the bad news.  He never compromised the message or his loyalty to the Lord.  His family, friends and nation turned against him. He lived to see his prophesied judgments come true.

           3.   Jeremiah's response was that he loved his nation, but his loyalty belonged to the One who called him.

           4.   Jeremiah was distressed by his rejection, but not depressed.

NOTE:  One statement will suffice to illustrate his faith and courage: Jer.10:19  Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it.

5.   Jeremiah shed many tears over his rejection and over the rejection of the nation of God's message, but he continued to trust the wisdom of God.

    C.   Case #3: Jesus

NOTE: cf. Isaiah 53:3 and Luke 17:25  But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 

l.   Jesus was rejected by "His own" people, the Jews as their Messiah, and by "His own" people as their  Creator.

2.   The reason was unbelief!  They simply refused to believe that He was the Son of God and their Messiah.

ILLUS: It is bad enough when parents reject their children, even worse when children reject their parents; worse still when the creature rejects its Creator!

         3.   Jesus' response was love, compassion, longsuffering and forgiveness.

ILLUS: Jesus becomes our example as to how to lovingly respond to rejection.  Oh to be more like the Master!

  II. THE REMEDY and THE RESPONSE:

      A.   Expect Rejection:

             l.   Everyone will not love you or treat you with respect.

   2.   God doesn't promise that every one will respond positively to us or that our heart will never be 

 broken  or that He will take away our tears this side of heaven.

            3.   What He does promise is to be with us in our fiery furnace or lion's den or dark dungeon.

                   a.   Joseph was hurt by those who should have brought him joy.

                   b.   Jeremiah was hurt by those who should have appreciated his faithful warnings.

   c.   Jesus was hurt by those who should have readily accepted Him and His gracious offer to be their 

   Messiah.

ILLUS:  Noone is suggesting that we should enjoy rejection.  It always hurts.  When a spouse leaves you for someone else it, hurts.   When a child leaves home or rejects your teaching or lifestyle, it hurts.  When a friend rejects your offers of friendship, it hurts. When a church member rejects your ministry, it hurts.

    B.   Examine Rejection:

            l.   Examine any rejection in the light of God's plans for your life:

                  a.   As a believer even our rejections are in the hands of God.

                  b.   Trust in the sovereignty of God, as Joseph did.

                  c.   Stay loyal to the Lord as Jeremiah did.

                  d.   Respond with love, longsuffering and forgiveness as Jesus did.

ILLUS: If we fight circumstances and become bitter, then God cannot accomplish what He purposes in our lives. "Fight the will of God and it will break you; accept the will of God and it will make you."

           2.   Examine your rejection thru the eyes of an all-wise, all loving Lord.

a.   Surely Joseph must have questioned God's will in His brother's rejection during the long years in prison, but he nevertheless continued to trust the Lord.

b.   Surely Jeremiah questioned why the people refused to hear his message and rejected him, but he continued to be faithful.

ILLUS: Joseph's story has a happy ending.  Jeremiah's does not! He is taken captive by some fanatics and stoned to death.  But in the will of God every story has a happy ending...and Jeremiah "lived happily ever after."  So will you, if you remain faithful.

           Jeremiah, thru his rejection, became a beautiful picture of our Savior.  When Jesus asked His disciples who people said He was, one of the answers was "the prophet Jeremiah"!  What a compliment to Jeremiah.  It was his rejection that made him most like the Savior.  Two of the OLD TESTAMENT men who are most Christ-like and became types of Christ are Joseph and Jeremiah.  Perhaps you will be more Christlike thru your rejection!?  It depends on how you respond.

c.   Surely Jesus wondered why men would reject His love and offer of salvation, but He continued to be faithful in in spite of His rejection.

ILLUS: In fact the Scriptures declare that because of His rejection the Gentiles were admitted into His Kingdom. Cf. 

John 1:11-12  

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

           If some choose to reject you thank the Lord that others will receive and respect you.  Do as the Savior did.  Turn your full attn. to them.  "Disappointments are not only opportunities for maturity, they are also opportunities for ministry."  -Wiersbe

CONCL: "Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it" said Jeremiah. Perhaps that is your sentiments also.  He didn't complain about it - he accepted his rejection and let God use it for his good and for God's glory.

“TRY MY PHYSICIAN”

TEXT:  Isaiah 53:5

THESIS:  To show that Christ’s sufferings qualified Him to be the Great Physician with a cure for man’s most deadly malady - sin.

INTRO:  A.  Whenever I have any kind of physical problem, I am sure to have several people who want to help me, say: “TRY MY PHYSICIAN.”  This morning I want to turn the tables on folks and say to them: “TRY MY  PHYSICIAN.”  

    B.  Faith (fake!) healers use this passage “…with His stripes we are healed” to teach the unbiblical doctrine of  “healing is in the atonement.”  They teach that since believers accept the atonement of Christ, that they must also accept physical healing since that is included in His death on the cross, thus they say, no Christian in God’s will should be sick (unfortunately even those with the NEW TESTAMENT Biblical gift of healing got sick and died - along with all the fake healers!).

ILLUS:  When a “healer” gets sick it is hushed up. (Physician heal thyself!)  A.A. Allen, one of the best known healers in the Pentecostal movement claimed to be able to cast out the “demon of alcoholism” and was secretly being treated for chronic alcoholism before his death!  Oral Roberts built a hospital on the campus of ORU !


Oral Roberts Jr’s marriage got sick and died and he got a divorce and is remarried!  Jimmy Swaggart cast out the demons of lust from others, but succumbed himself!

  C.   The passage, according to the Apostle Peter, has nothing to do with physical healing, but is speak-

ing of salvation and spiritual health!

1 Pet. 2:24

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

          D.   No one has the “gift of healing” today.  But God still heals the sick thru intercessory prayer, con-

fession of sin, the use of means and medicine and thru miracles. Jesus never had a “misfire” when His purpose was to heal and He is still the Great Physician, but His purpose today is primarily spiritual healing.  So why don’t you “TRY MY PHYSICIAN?”

1   THE DISEASE:  SIN!

A.   It Is A Chronic Condition:

1.   It weakens us; so that we cannot do the things we would and we do the things we would not.  “Oh wretched man that I am…!”

Rom. 5:6

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

2.   It causes pain or deadens sensibilities; the more sinful a man is the less conscious of his sin he becomes.

ILLUS:  We have all watched with disbelief as the Ted Bundys, the Jeffrey Dahmers, the Charles Mansons, etc. sit with a smirk or display no emotion or remorse for their sin! Habitual sin paralyzes the conscience.  Those who lie again and again soon have difficulty distinguishing the truth from the lie.

   3.   It pollutes us; so that unless it is dealt with we can have no fellowship with God.

1 Cor. 6:9-11

9
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

10
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

11
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

B.   It Is A Heredity Condition:

Rom. 5:12

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

  1.   To see how awful sin is we need to compare Adam before the fall and after.

  2.   We need to see what sin cost him and us!

ILLUS:  Before the fall, there was paradise; a beautiful garden to live in (not polluted cities), a pleasant task to keep the garden (not work by the sweat of labor and fatigue), no pain, sickness or aging (instead of Drs., Hospitals, morticians and cemeteries), perfect climate (no snow, rain, hurricanes, lightning, etc.).  Sin is a monster which devours all in its path, a hideous thing which God cannot look upon and which pure eyes detest.  Spurgeon said:  “A flood of tears is the proper medium through which a Christian should look at sin.”

    C.   It Is A Fatal Condition:

1.   Sin is eternally fatal for the unbeliever;  “the wages of sin is (eternal) death,”  “the soul that sinneth, it shall die, “ sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death…”

2.   Sin is potentially fatal for the believer;  “be sure your sin will find you out,”  “there is a sin unto death…,” “he that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that without remedy.”

11   THE REMEDY: SUFFERING!

A.   His Stripes Heal:

1.   Those “stripes” were not just the lashes on His back, nor the wounds in His hands, feet and side, but included the wrath of His Father against the sin He was bearing on the Cross.

2.   They included the bruises left on His holy Person as men brutalized Him, they compass all the physical and spiritual sufferings of our Savior as He bore “our griefs …our  sorrows…our trans-gressions…our iniquities…”

3.   Is there “healing in the atonement” - YES! - but not the healing spoken of by the fake healers, the pentecostals, charismatics, et.al., but a spiritual healing that removes our sin-debt to God thru His sacrificial, substitutionary death!

B.   His Stripes Save:

ILLUS:  Look at Him as He agonizes in the Garden and sweats “as it were, great drops of blood; look at Him as He is mocked, scorned and smitten by Roman soldiers and Jewish religious leaders alike; look at Him as they beat His back with the whip; look at Him as they press the thorns into His forehead; look at Him as they spit in His face and tear out handfuls of His beard;  look at Him as they make Him carry His own cross thru the streets;  look at Him as they drive spikes through the flesh of His  hands and feet;  look at Him as they drop that cross into the earth;  look at Him as blood spurts from His side they have pierced,  look at Him as His body heaves for every breath and His lungs fill withfluids which don’t belong there,  look at Him as He cries out to His Father and to those around Him; but NOW LOOK AT HIM as He speaks to the repentant thief “Today thou shalt be with Me in paradise!”  His stripes began saving on that infamous day!  And they continue to save today.

1.   They can save the lost sinner by removing the curse of original sin and paying the debt of personal sin.

2.   They can save the saint from heartache and heartbreak and a life of misery.

ILLUS:  Spurgeon, in dealing with the effects of sin in the believer speaks of the mania of despair, the stony heart, the paralysis of doubt, the stiffness of the knee joint of prayer, the fever of pride, the leprosy of selfishness, the cancer of coveteousness,  the consumption of worldliness.  


We have been saved not only from our past and present sins, but from the dark future we would have had without Christ.  By going to a church like this think of all the problems you have been spared.  By growing up in a Christian home, think of all the grief you have avoided.   Yes, “by His stripes we are healed.”

111   THE RESTORATION:  COMPLETE!

ILLUS:  It is possible to be healed, but not restored to health.  You may have had heart surgery and are able to function and live, but with many restrictions and the possibility of another heart attack.  You may have been healed of cancer, but you can have a recurrence.  Thank God His “stripes” heal completely!

      A.   Character:  2 Cor. 5:17

   1.   A person cured of leprosy would be a fool to stay in the leper colony.

   2.   A person cured of sin needs to stay away from “diseased company”! 

B.   Conscience:  

Ps. 139:23-24

23
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

24
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 C.   Countenance:

   1.   If you have been cleansed on the inside, it will show on the outside.

 2.   If you have become a new creature, your sadness will turn to joy, your attitude will be reflected on your face.

ILLUS:  In John R. Rice’s bklt. “Trailed By A Wild Beast (sin)” he writes about how sin leaves its tracks on the faces as well as the lives of the lost.  There ought to be a softness in the countenance of God’s people…and there will be if they have been healed!

CONCL:  I heartily recommend my Dr. to you.  Why don’t you ‘TRY MY PHYSICIAN?”   He is a world renowned heart specialist who will give you a heart transplant and you won’t have to be placed on a waiting list.  Also you will never suffer a relapse, have to seek other help and the best thing is there is never any charge for treatment! 
“LIVING FOR TODAY – LOOKING FOR TOMORROW”

(WHICH WAY – Y2K?)

TEXT:  Isaiah 54:2

INTRO:  A.  In our world things happen so fast we can hardly keep up.  Every new technological advance hurtles us farther into the future.  You buy a computer today and it is already outdated.  The world of tomorrow looks less and less like the world of yesterday with each passing day.  Before we can catch our breath we are thrust toward the next series of events on the horizon of the future.

                 B.  Our world is shrinking and the problems of distant lands and people become our problems almost

instantly.  International and global responsibilities are thrust upon us.  Crisis in Europe, Asia and the Middle East daily impact life here.  There is no hiding place on a planet interconnected by computer transactions, satellite transmissions and instantaneous communications.  It is a global web that threatens to engulf us.

            C.  25 years ago that which was sci-fi is now reality.  Robotic technology, cyberspace information 

warfare, electronic surveillance, voice-recognition computer communication, wireless networks and a near cashless society are the new realities. Words like “internet” and “e-mail” were not even in our vocabulary. With each technological advance comes a growing uneasiness about where this is all going.   We are rushing headlong at a maddening pace with out even asking ourselves where we are really headed.  “The speed of the process has obscured the goal of the journey.  We don’t know where we are going, but we do know that we are in a hurry to get there.”   - Ed Hindson, Liberty University

TRANS:  We have little idea of what mind-boggling technologies await us in the New Year or New Millennium, but God’s Word is always up-to-date and relevant and gives us level-headed guidelines for “LIVING FOR TODAY – while – LOOKING FOR TO-MORROW…”  The advice given to Israel centuries ago still provides direction for us in Y2K.  We need to…

I.   ENLARGE OUR TENT:  (Physical growth)

A. A Time Of Crisis:

1. For the world Y2K may be a shaky time and the news media is predicting all sorts of horrific scenar-

os:  terrorist attacks, Armageddon-like cultic activity to hasten Messiah’s return, technological failures, etc.

2. For the Church Y2K portends the return of our Savior and we surely need to be ready and “not be 

ashamed at His coming.”

3. We dare not allow the Lord to catch us completely unawares either spiritually or otherwise; His in-
structions were “Occupy till I come.”  Lk. 19:13

      GOALS:  1.  Complete the Office Complex

                                 2.  Complete the Foyer Renovation

                                 3.  Start on Bus Barn Extension

                                 4.  New Bldg. Storage Extension

                                 5.  Upgrade Properties (New doors in foyer and New Bldg.)

                                 6.  Add sitting room to Prophet’s Chamber

11   LENGTHEN OUR CORDS:  (Spiritual Objectives)

    A.   A Time Of Commitment:

1.   Though facilities are important and make the Lord’s work more comfortable they are useless with out the people to do the work and the commitment to fulfill the Great Commission.

2.   We need to be ready for His return, but continue to “lengthen our cords” as if He will not come immediately.

GOALS:  1.  Increase Missions Giving

                2.  Increase Enrollment and Quality of FBCA

                3.  Double Our Soul-Winning Force

                4.  Double the Number of those Baptized

                5.  Increase Church Membership and Finances

III.  STRENGTHEN OUR STAKES:   (Spiritual Commitment)

A.   A Time Of Conservation:

   1.   We should not only seek to grow, but seek also to conserve what we have achieved in the past.

   2.   There cannot be any move toward changing our doctrine, standards or convictions.

   3.   We are to “strengthen the things which remain” as the Lord instructed the church in Sardis in

   Rev.3:2.

GOALS:  

1.  Focus On Our Discipleship Ministry


 2.  Cultivate Spiritual Growth:

a. Redefine our spiritual goals

b. Redirect our spiritual efforts

c. Rededicate our lives

d. Refocus our priorities (Lord, family, friends, church)

e. Reinforce our convictions

f. Renew our commitment to purity

CONCL:  Here are the means whereby we can “LIVE FOR TODAY – while – LOOKING FOR TOMORROW.”  

                Here are some noble goals for Y2K and for tomorrow!  We need to beginY2K with these goals firmly implanted in our hearts and etched in our collective memory. God can and will keep His promises; we need to keep our commitment!

 “WHEN YOU and GOD DISAGREE”

TEXT:  Isaiah 55:6-11

THESIS:  To set forth principles to help the believer make right decisions.

INTRO:  A.  You and God may often find yourselves in disagreement:  e.g., heaven and hell – call to serve – child rearing – marital position – salvation, etc. Or perhaps it is on a more basic level:  e.g., separation – friendships – activities – schedule.

  B.  What I hope to do today is to give you a formula for you to use for   “WHEN YOU and GOD

DISAGREE.”   

I.  DON’T ALWAYS AGREE WITH GOD:   (JUST OBEY HIM!)

    A.   He Alone Has Perfect Knowledge:

  1.   There is no command in the Bible that says we must always agree with God.

  2.   There are a number of commands in the Bible that say we must always obey God.

ILLUS:  Saul disagreed with God about killing all the Amalakites.  His reasoning was that he could keep the king alive and some of the animals alive.  Perhaps he thought it would be a waste to allow the popular, talented, able king to die.  Maybe he thought it would be a waste to kill all those animals and let them just rot when the Israelites could eat them for food.  He used the excuse that he was saving the animals for sacrifice to the Lord.  Samuel told him “to obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken (to God) than the fat of rams…”  He equated disobedience with witchcraft.

1 Sam. 15:9

But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

ILLUS:  Saul decided what was good and what was bad.  He disagreed with God as to the value of these things.  He usurped God’s prerogative and disregarded God’s wisdom.Saul lost his crown over this disobedience (not over his disagreement)!

II.  DON’T ALWAYS AGREE WITH OTHERS:   (BUT BELIEVE THEY MAY BE RIGHT!)

    A.   Only God Knows Everything:

  1.   Right must be measured by revelation (direct command or a principle).

  2.   Both you and others may be wrong.

  3.   Both you and others may be right.

  4.   Don’t always expect others’ judgment to reconcile with yours.

ILLUS:  Christians become bitter when they disagree with God and refuse to let Him be the final judge of what is right and wrong, or they become bitter with others when they insist that they are always right and cannot allow others judgment to differ with theirs.  This is a special danger for preachers and others in leadership positions.  We must not allow our views to be the only ones valid, since we don’t possess omniscience.  We must not align every opinion of ours with “thus saith the Lord.”  We are only right when God has spoken on a subject and we agree with what He says!

11   DON’T DO WHAT YOU THINK IS RIGHT:  (DO WHAT GOD SAYS IS RIGHT!)

    A.   Decide Between Right and Right:

ILLUS:  A couple had Siamese twin baby girls who shared the same vital organs, including the same heart.  Only one twin could survive and the parents had to decide which one to sacrifice to save the life of the other.  Whichever choice they made meant the other would die.  They didn’t have to choose between right and wrong, but rather between right and right.

  1.   What you think may be right, but what God says is what you must do.

  2.   Never do what you think is right without seeking what God says.

    a.   When you pray for what is right – you are leaving the final decision to yourself.

    b.   When you seek what God says is right, you are leaving the decision to Him.

c. What makes sense to you is based on your limited ability to understand situations the way God 

does.

    d.   We ought never to trust our opinions about what is right over God’s.

    e.   Doing what we think is right often turns out to be wrong and we get bitter; how do we decide?

    1)   Which is the commanded right?

ILLUS:  A child is under the authority of his parents and his teacher at school.  The teacher tells him to do something and his parents tell him to do something which is in conflict, but not necessarily  wrong, what should he do?  He should obey his parents, because he is commanded to do so in the Scriptures.  He is not commanded to obey his teacher.  


A lady wants to come to church, but her unsaved husband wants her to stay home.  She is faced with a decision between two rights.  To go to church is right, but to obey her husband is right.  The Bible says we are to submit to the higher power.  The higher power in this case is God Who says we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.  She should go to church on Sundays and obey her husband beyond that.  She may not be able to get involved in other church activities she would desire.

   2)   Which is the most emphasized right?

ILLUS:  Suppose you have only enough money to tithe or pay your bills?  Two rights. Which do you do?  Obey the most emphasized right in the Bible.  Pay your tithe first and then pay your bills with what is left over or what God supplies.

   3)   Which is the scheduled right?

ILLUS:  You can exercise or go soul-winning.  Soul-winning should be a part of your schedule and if something conflicts, go soul-winning.  Christians should schedule themselves to go to church Sun. AM and PM and Wed. nights, so should not choose to travel during those times.  Success in the home, work, friendships, and in spiritual things are often determined by choosing between right and right as much as by choosing right over

wrong.

   4)   Not which is the most enjoyable right.

    a)   Choose to do what you ought to do not what you want to do.

    b)   Pleasure must not dictate the right you do.

   5)   Not which is the most pressured right.

ILLUS:  You may be pressured to stay home from church because visitors or relatives drop in.  Do that which is the best rather than that which is the result of pressure.  Don’t allow others to decide what is right for you; let God and your sanctified conscience dictate your schedule and activities.

IV.  DON’T LIVE BY YOUR CONVICTIONS:  (LIVE BY GOD’S WORD!)

    A.   Either A Direct Command Or A Principle:

  1.   Reduce your specific dilemma to a general concept.

ILLUS:  You need a car.  There are no cars in the Bible.  How do you decide what to do?  You go to the Scripture and check out the principles on stewardship, debt, motive, ability, priority.


One man just called me as I was preparing this message and said that his mother was pressuring him to put her first over his wife and family.  He wants to help her, but he has other priorities.  Where does he go?  What does he do?  What does God say are his priorities?

2.   Locate a story or person in the Bible who has faced similar circumstances.

3.   Locate a Bible principle or illustration which will help you.

4.   Lose your will and seek God’s specific direction.

5.   Put the Lord first in every decision and “all these things shall be added unto you (otherwise you are out there on your own – frustrated, unhappy, in constant turmoil).

CONCL:  “WHEN YOU and GOD DISAGREE” – you know who is right.  You know what He says.  You don’t always have to agree with Him or others, you don’t have to do what you think is right and you don’t even have to live by your convictions!  Just relax and trust Him and His Word and live will be so much easier!  Claim His promises.  Live by His principles.

“TAKEN AWAY”

TEXT:  Isaiah 57:1-2 

1
The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. 

2
He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. 

INTRO:  A. Some have tried to dissuade me from speaking at Dad’s “Graduation Service.”  They said it would be “too hard.”  But someone needs to tell you WHO Peter Fedena was and WHERE he is.
   
     B. The verses here “tell it like it is.”  No-one “lays it to heart” or “considers” the passing of a non-famous, non-powerful, non-wealthy person, when they are “taken away...”

ILLUS:  In the world’s eyes, Dad was not a great man...but he was a good man!  Dad was not a famous man...but he was a faithful man!   Dad was not a spectacular man...but he was a simple and special man!

 
In a day when the world speaks of “family values” but doesn’t know how to define them, Dad did with his life.  He had the values, morals and character that politicians only talk about.

I.  DAD WAS “TAKEN AWAY” FROM THIS WORLD:

    A.   The flag will not be flown at 1/2 mast.

B. No announcement will be made tonight on the evening news.

C.  The stock market will not dip.

     D.   No newspaper headline will proclaim his passing.

     E.   No period of mourning will be called for.

     F.   No black crepe will be draped at the captials in Wash. or Harrisburg.

     G.   The U.N. will not go into an emergency session.

     H.   Senators and Congressmen nor heads of state will not attend his service.

     I.   World governments will ignore the event.


 1.   But angels stood at attention when he entered heaven.


 2.   Heaven rejoiced and heaven’s choir sang God’s praises for his redemption.


 3.   The Savior Himself granted an immediate audience.


 4.   The saints sang the “Hallelujah Chorus”!


 5.   God Himself rejoiced over the death of another of His precious saints.

II. DAD WAS “TAKEN AWAY” FROM THE “EVIL TO COME”: 

    A.   He is finally at “rest” (v.2)!


1.   No more nursing homes or hospitals!


2.   No more loss of dignity or modesty!


3.   No more Drs., nurses, needles, drugs, tests and tubes or poking!

   4.   No more strangers caring for him, or even loved ones doing for him what he could no longer do for 

   himself!

ILLUS: Dad no longer has to fear “the evil to come” of this wicked, sinful world!  Wars, famines, crime, moral pollution, etc. are no longer a part of his existence.

III. DAD WAS “TAKEN AWAY” TO HEAVEN:

    A.   The World Ignores His Death, But Heaven Heralds The Event!


1.   Dad was “righteous” (saved) - so his homegoing is “precious” in God’s sight.


2.   Heaven is rejoicing, Dad is home safe at last.


3.   The angels came and carried dad home to glory.  Luke16:22


4.   Dad was not only saved (“righteous”) but “merciful” (kindly) and “upright”.

ILLUS:  No man was more honest, had more integrity, was more diligent, more faithful or more dependable than Peter Fedena!


5.   Dad is perfect now!  His suffering is over!

ILLUS:  Pete Fedena no longer looks like the body in this casket.  He is “clothed upon” with an intermediate body, awaiting the permanent one he will receive at the Rapture of the Church.

CONCL: Dad was “taken away” from a world which did not know or appreciate him.  He was   “taken away” from the “evil to come.”  He was “taken away” to heaven!  Our loss is heaven’s gain!

“THE DAY DAVID DAVIS DIED”

TEXT:  Is. 57:1

INTRO:  A.  David Davis has died.  No flags are flying at half-mast, the presses did not cease printing newspapers, Hollywood, Washington D.C., and Wall St. didn’t suspend business or Govt. and even the Church did not pause for long.  (read v.1a)  But something significant happened! Mr. Davis has been “taken away from the evil to come”  and has entered “into peace.”  (v.1b, 2a)

I.  WHAT HAPPENED ON EARTH:


    A.   A Believer Died:

    B.   A Christian Entered Into Rest:  “sleep”  “rest”

    C.   A Quiet Brother Changed Address:


1.   Mr. Davis was a quiet saint.

            2.   He was a simple servant.

ILLUS:  He liked to cook.  He cooked for his wife regularly.  He liked to sit and reminisce about days past.  He loved church.  Mr. and Mrs. Davis were usually the first ones to arrive every service: S.S., A.M., P.M., Wed. and special meetings!  They enjoyed the fellowship, the Word of God and the church.  They enjoyed their friendships.  He never became a S.S. teacher, a deacon, or a bus worker, etc., but was a faithful attender, someone I as pastor could count on.

    D.   A Friend Has Moved On:

ILLUS:  Mrs. Davis liked to bake.  Often I would get a call and Mr. Davis would say “My wife baked you and Shirley a peach pie.  I’ll be right over with it.”  Within minutes he would drive up in his big old car and deliver the delicious goods.  We would chat for a few minutes and enjoy each other.  We often visited in their home.  We became good friends.  Our trip to the Holy Land was special.  They enjoyed it so much.  The timing was just right.  I speak of Mrs. Davis automatically when I speak of Mr. Davis, for they were always together.

    E.   A Saint Has Escaped “the evil to come”:


1.   Mr. Davis is safely on heaven’s shore.

2.   He trusted the Lord as Savior many years ago and has claimed the legacy and inheritance paid for by his Savior.

3.   He no longer knows anything about sickness, sorrow, sadness, separation, hospitals, treatments or nursing homes.

4.   Not only has he been delivered from past problems but from what is looming on the horizon for this old earth.


      a.   He will not only miss out on the continuing deterioration of morality, decency and decay,

                  b.   But he will also escape the coming Tribulation period, etc.

II.  WHAT HAPPENED IN HEAVEN:

NOTE:  Our text speaks of how the saint’s homegoing is ignored by the ungodly.  But it is noticed in heaven!  Ps.116:15 says:  “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”

    A.   There Was A Pause In Heaven’s Activities:


1.   Another saint was ushered into God’s presence.

2.   Since he was accompanied by the Shepherd, all eyes were no doubt fixed on him.   “…for Thou art with me…”

3.   He probably had angels attending his triumphal entrance into glory…at least that was the beggar Lazarus’ case.

4.   The cherubim, seraphim, arch-angels and holy angels paused briefly from their praise to note Mr. Davis’ presence.

    B.   There Was An Addition To Heaven’s Population:


1.   Our loss was heaven’s gain.

            2.   Our loss was Mr. Davis’ gain.

ILLUS:  The unbeliever, the scoffer, the mocker here today will no doubt pooh-pooh all of the above as sentimental, religious nonsense, but everything I have spoken about today is based on what God’s Word teaches for every saint of God.  

CONCL:   Your death will probably be noticed by a small number of people down here on earth when you too pass on.  But if you are a child of God, Heaven will take special note.  

                If you claim the Savior Mr. Davis claimed, you too can have a special day when you move from earth to heaven.  Do you know Him?

“TRUTH IS FALLEN...”

TEXT: Isaiah 59:14

INTRO:  A. What made America great was a Past Moral Consensus, i.e. there was basic agreement on the definition of absolute truth which led to a moral conscience.  Today we have a Present Moral Ambiguity, i.e., there is no agreement on what constitutes truth or morality so there is a moral vacuum similar to the days of the Judges when “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”


     B.   A three-fold destructive pattern is the result of this moral vacuum:

1. When there are no absolutes there is no way to maintain order.  Is it O.K. to abort an unborn

 child?  Is it O.K. to starve a less-than-perfect infant?  Is it all right to kill your abusive parents (the Menendez brothers)?  Can a man murder his unfaithful wife (O.J. Simpson)?  Can a mother kill her children because of her abusive childhood (the Susan Smith case)?  Can a
wife mutilate her husband because of abuse or harassment (Lorena Bobbitt)?

2. Without a moral consensus the legitimacy of Govt. is undermined.   Politics becomes more a 

matter of deals than ideals.  The judiciary system becomes hostage to those with the most money, popularity, influence or fame.

3. The loss of a moral consensus means that society no longer can agree on what is good for 

itself.  This moral ambiguity has produced MTV, pornography, nonsensical art, music, literature, gutter broadcasting, filthy motion pictures, the flaunting of homosexuality and has even infected the information superhighway, Internet.


  C. What we need is not a new morality, but the old (biblical) morality newly applied.C.S. Lewis said great moral teachers never introduce new moralities, only quacks and cranks do that.  But the old morality must be defined before it can be acted upon, so we will ask (and attempt to answer) some basic questions...

I.  WHAT IS TRUTH?

ILLUS:  This is the question Pontius Pilate asked, or actually sneered, of Jesus at His mock trial. It is the question which our young people are asking today.  Jesus refused to answer Pilate and will only reveal truth to those who honestly seek it.  Of course, He is the embodiment of Truth.

Prov. 23:23


Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 

A.   Definition:  Truth is the fundamental moral and ethical guideline which exists apart from personal opinion.

    B.   Truth Is Objective: It is defined outside ourselves, it is not subjectively determined.

ILLUS:  An absolute truth is not a simple set of rules or even a law, e.g., gambling may be morally

wrong but at the same time a law may make it legal!   A parent may make a rule that a child must conform to at a given point in life (e.g., a curfew) but it is not forever wrong for that child.

C.   Truth Is Universal: It is for all people, in all places - it doesn’t change from person to person or from place to place.

     D.   Truth Is Constant: It is for all times - it doesn’t change from year to year.

ILLUS: Your perception of truth determines your behavior!  If something is not seen as always right or wrong, then behavior will fluctuate with circumstances.   If lying is not always wrong, then kids can lie to parents, cheat at school, steal when no one is watching, etc.  If there are no absolute values or morality then everything is negotiable. When our views become distorted and we accept the world’s view over absolute truth, we accept cheat counterfeits.  When we accept counterfeits we make wrong choices and when we make wrong choices we suffer consequences.


One young girl wrote a poignant, pathetic and poetic letter.  She said: “Sex gave me the loneliest thrills I had ever experienced.  It handed me fear as a gift and shame to wear as a garment.  It blinded my eyes with false love and gave me a jagged tear in my heart...”

II. WHO DETERMINES TRUTH and WHY?

   A.   Who?  God!


1.   Creation gives us some truth about His works.

a.   The natural laws of the universe display much truth which cannot be overturned by the concept of evolutionary development, e.g., life begets life, it never occurs spontaneously.

b.   There are basic fundamental truths in the universe, e.g., everything deteriorates, decays and dies - there is no evolution, only devolution (The Law of Thermo-dynamics).

ILLUS:  The scientist who argues for evolution argues against the very laws of true science.  The law of gravity is absolute - no one falls up!  The planets stay in their orbits or catastrophe results.


2.   God’s Word:

Jn. 17:17

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

Ps. 119:30-31

30
I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me. 

31
I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O LORD, put me not to shame. 


    a.   “The way of Truth” = “Thy judgments


    b.   “Shame” comes from ignoring Truth.

    B.   Why?  Because...


1.   To establish beliefs...


2.   To determine values...


3.   To affect actions...

ILLUS: Beliefs are based on absolute Truth.  These beliefs should be so firm they become habitual  - our values.  Our moral choices (actions) must be based on those values.  We must think deep - all the way down to the foundation of truth before any action.

III. HOW IS TRUTH APPLIED?

    A.   Nationally:

Jer. 6:15 

Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 


1.   We must legislate morality.


2.   We cannot  make people moral thru laws.


       a.   Govt. is ordained of God to restrain evil, not create good.


       b.   Govt. exists not to enforce morality, but to preserve it.

QUOTE: Rex Rogers: “The state should not legislate distinctive moralities because this creates a state church...Consider the issue of abortion.  The state does not consider it a crime.  But the biblical understanding about the value of human life and of each person as one created in the image of God could legitimately allow for a law to abolish the practice.  Many would argue that this would eliminate freedom.  It would not.  It merely places freedom of choice at an earlier point in time when one chooses whether or not to engage in sexual behavior which may produce a child.”

    B.   Personally:


1.   Truth must be discovered - not invented.


2.   Truth must be practiced - not perverted.

Jer. 6:16

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 

CONCL: God promises peace and rest to the nation or the individual who loves and practices truth.

“GLORIOUS IN HIS APPAREL…”

TEXT:  Isaiah 63:1-4

INTRO:  
  A.  What a person wears is significant.  It tells something about his person, character, tastes, identification, affiliation, etc.

               
  B.  Everything about Christ is glorious!  Even his wardrobe!  We usually think about His Person, His Purpose and His Passion as being essential – but nothing about Him is trivial – not even His garments.

               
   C.  We will examine the wardrobe of our Savior as we study the significance of His garments in Scripture.  In his book “The Garments of Christ”  Ian Paisley categorizes them into 4 areas:  the distinctive, the distinguished, the disdained and the discarded garments of Christ.  We will not use these categories, but we will examine His wardrobe…

I.     BLOOD-STAINED APPAREL:  (text)   (VICTORIOUS GARMENTS)

A. Stained With The Blood Of Calvary:

1. Apart from Calvary there is no victory.

2. It was there He shed His precious, holy, pure blood for us.

3. The garments of our Savior are dyed with the blood of our redemption.

ILLUS:  Hollywood and songwriters speak of “His robe” and make something mysterious and magical of it, but if He had on any garment (not likely) at Calvary, it would be the important one, because it was blood-stained.  (We will likely deal with His “robe” later.) But there is another “robe” the world doesn’t like to talk about and it is ….

B. Stained With The Blood Of His Enemies:

1. This passage deals with the time of God’s judgment known as the Tribulation.

Rev. 19:13-16

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

2. His garments here speak not of redemption, but of vengeance.

3. Thank God the believer’s account was settled on Calvary with His blood, but the unbeliever’s account

will be settled at His Glorious Appearing when He treads the winepress “of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”

II.  SWEET-SMELLING APPAREL:  (Ps. 45:8)   (HIGH PRIESTLY GARMENTS)

A. Christ Is Our High Priest:

Ex. 30:25-30  

And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony, And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of incense,  And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot.    And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy.  And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office. 

1. Before He could be victorious over His enemies, He had to be victorious over sin!

2. Before His garments could be stained with the blood of His enemies, He had to shed His blood for His 

followers.

3. Before He could become the wrathful Lamb, He had to be the sacrificial Lamb.

          4.   Before He could become the Judge, He had to become our High Priest.

5. He was anointed, not by Moses, but by the Lord to this position after Calvary.

6. This anointing oil was unique and very special: note the warning given.

Ex. 30:35-38

And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy: And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. And as for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD. Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people. 

7. There is only one true High Priest and His garments are a sweet-smell in the nostrils of the Lord, since 

He alone was holy and able to atone for sins!

8. Before He could die for us and become our High Priest, He first had to experience an event unique in 

history: the incarnation!  The Virgin Birth!

III.  HUMAN BIRTH APPAREL:  (Lk.2:7 and 12)   (HUMILIATING GARMENTS)

    A.   Significant (What They Revealed)

  1.   His poverty:  

2 Cor. 8:9

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

ILLUS:  He who was the Architect, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the only Betotten of the Father, the Object of adoration of myriads of angelic beings in heaven – stooped to make Himself of no reputation, to humble Himself by clothing Himself with the garments of humanity – entered this world in human form and was “wrapped in swaddling clothes.”

  a.   Mary had no hospital, attending physician nor even a midwife.

  b.   She had no nurse to care for her newborn – “SHE wrapped Him in swaddling clothes…”

ILLUS:  It was as if only a virgins hands were fit to clothe His pure body.

2.   His passion:  “to seek and to save that which was lost…”

  a.   His birth-sheet was like His death-sheet.

  b.   His birth-place was like His death-place.

  c.   His birth clothes smelled like the sheet of the sepulchre and the trappings of His tomb.

  d.   His first clothes spoke of His last clothes.

  e.   His birth clothes spoke of His death shroud.

ILLUS:  The shadow of the cross darkened His entire earthly ministry.  “I must be about My Father’s business…”  (These were His first recorded words.)

A. Symbolism (What They Concealed)

1.   “Wrapped” means to cover, conceal, to hide.

1 Cor. 1:27

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

    2.   He came not in blazing glory, but in humble poverty.

    3.   He came not in majesty, but in humility.

    4.   He came not as a mighty man, but as a meek man.

ILLUS:  Jesus restrained His omnipotence, hid His omniscience, obscured His omnipresence, cloaked His majesty, veiled His glory and covered His deity.

Is. 53:2-3

2
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

3
He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

    a.   The word “form” refers to His external appearance, i.e., tall, handsome, etc. (like King Saul).

b. The word “comliness” means “magnificence”, i.e. He had not adornment or splendor to draw 

men to Him – none of the trappings of royalty.

c.   The word “beauty” means that Jesus may have been repulsive to the senses of the masses, or at least He bore none of the human traits of royalty.

ILLUS:  Jesus was not striking in His appearance.  He disdained the adulation of the superstar, He declined the adoration of the superhero, He deflected the admiration of society and deplored the acclamation of the super rich or famous.

             There is no description of His outward appearance in any of the Gospels.  He didn’t want to draw men to His personality, appearance, or human qualities, but because of His love, compassion and sacrifice.

             Spurgeon reminds us that even though He was a son of David, his family and tribe had fallen into obscurity. Joseph was only a carpenter and Mary just a humble village maiden.  “No crown was treasured amid the heirlooms of Joseph, and no sceptre was comprehended in the scanty portion of Mary.”  The fact that He was a Jew was no benefit, with Rome in power, the Jews were despised.  His followers certainly lent nothing to His reputation; a tax collector, fishermen, etc.  There were no senators of Rome, nor philosophers of Greece in His ranks.  The likes of Socrates and Plato were bypassed as were the mighty Caesars.  His method of making converts was not by sword, saber or scimitar, but by simple persuasion from the Word of God.  His messengers were not popes, kings, potentates nor even like the prophets of old, but just simple working men, who left all to follow Him.  He had no royal barge, rode no white stallion, or golden chariot and led no great processions with banners, ceremonies and pomp.  He didn’t reside in a castle, palace or cathedral, but “had no place where to lay His head.”   He didn’t arrive at the most opportune time.  Jews were subjugated, Rome was in power.  Judaism had become an antiquated, burdensome religion.  Men were lovers of pleasure and self-indulgence perpetrating their vices in public.  His message of loving your enemies, dying to self, crucifying the lusts of the flesh, bringing your body into subjection, one husband for one wife, the worth of the individual, and giving to the poor, didn’t attract the proud, selfish or prideful.

CONCL:  How much the wardrobe of the Savior tells us about Him, we have yet to discover for we have but “touched the hem of the garment” of our Savior Who is “…GLORIOUS IN HIS APPAREL.”
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