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"NEW DIRECTION FOR THE NEW YEAR"

TEXT:  Rev. 22:20

INTRO:  A. We all want Jesus to come in this new year!  With the economic indicators all negative, the unemployment figures at an all time high, the unstable world conditions in Europe, the Mid-East, the Arab World, etc. it would be a wonderful thing to be just removed from all the chaos.  Satan is having a heyday in his end-time rampage.  The New Agers flourish while fundamentalists are persecuted, the cultists grow while it is all God's people can do to hold their own, the charasmatics build bigger churches for their "spiritual extravaganzas" while Bible believing churches struggle to maintain the status quo, Rock music, Rap music, TV, Hollywood, et. all get dirtier and dirtier and attract more and bigger crowds and make millions of dollars while many former workers in churches drop out and fade away or quit their ministries.

         B. What has happened, I am afraid is what Dan Hummel calls "Rapture Paralysis." God's people have become so rapture-oriented that they forget they are to "occupy" till Jesus comes back.  We are so mesmerized by signs and paralyzed by the sights around us we are no longer interested in building till He comes.  We are so concerned with the sweet bye and bye, we fail to make an impact on the nasty now and now!

TRANS: What we need is "NEW DIRECTION FOR THE NEW YEAR"...

I.  THE PAST IS A GUIDE FOR THE FUTURE:

    A. God's Morals Still Stand:

ILLUS: To navigate a boat to a point on the compass you must have a fixed point of depart-ure.  You can't know where to go unless you know where you are. You can't get to point B till you know where point A is located. The old fashioned standards of morality and righteousness must be revived.  Bible holiness must be preached and practiced.
    B. God's Methods Still Work:

ILLUS: Both God and His Word are immutable.  If our Savior is the "same yesterday, today and forever, then the same is true of the Book He gave us.

       l.  His Word still saves.

       2. His work still builds.

ILLUS: The Word of God undergirds the work of God in the church and in lives.  The same Book which produced character in the lives of the saints of yesteryear will produce it in the saints of the new year.

TRANS: Though the past is important our focus must be on the future. 1992 looms before us as a new volume withblank pages.  It is up to us what we will write on those pages.

II. THE FUTURE MUST BUILD ON THE PAST:

    A. A Look Back:

       l. It is good for us to look back to "the pit from which we are digged..."

       2. We need to always be reminded of our roots.

ILLUS: Rosh Hoshanna or the New Year from Israel was not instituted and Israel had no national life or status until the blood of the Passover Lamb was shed... "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you."  Ex. 12:2

    B. A Look Ahead:

       
l. Our future as believers are based on the promises of God to us.

2. Our future as a church is based on the plans we make as we seek to determine God's will for this New Year:

ILLUS:  What goals do YOU have for Faith Baptist Church (see bulletin) for the New Year?  I have projected several goals for us:

    

l. Complete Phase I and II of the new bldg.

    

2. Establish new S.S. classes: College and Career and Ladies class (?).

    

3. Build a boys and girls ministry.

    

4. Rebuild our Bus Ministry.

    

5. Increase baptisms and church members.

    

6. Call a full time School Administrator and Youth Pastor.

         What would YOU like to see us accomplish in the New Year?

CONCL:  Let's get some "NEW DIRECTION FOR THE NEW YEAR" and beware "Rapture Paralysis."  At the same time while we are building let's keep on looking. "Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus."  Let's be sure we have no plans so important they would be prevent us from welcoming His return!

F.H. - 1/5/92                                                
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S.D. - New Year

"LEAVE THE LANDMARKS ALONE!"

TEXT: Deut. 27:14-26

THESIS: To show the danger in removal of ancient God-given landmarks.

INTRO: A. A news commentator prompted this message.  He was deploring the removal of FIXED STANDARDS, MORALITY, PRINCIPLES OF DECENCY, ORDER, LAW and PATRIOTISM, LOVE FOR GOD, COUNTRY, FAMILY, etc.
        B. The Scriptures speak of certain fixed "LANDMARKS" which need to be left alone.  TRUTHS, PRECEPTS, LAWS and PRINCIPLES which can never be removed or moved without serious hurt to the indiv. or society at large.

        C. It is true that the age of something does not prove its worth.  Because it is old doesn't make it good - neither is it true that anything new is automatically bad.  A Model "T" Ford may be old but not better than a new Lexus.   You can have the "good old days" with no electrical conveniences indoor plumbing, etc. - NOT ME!  But there are many old things which are valuable and should never be changed...

I.  ANCIENT LANDMARKS OF PROPERTY:

    A. Physical Property:  Deut. 19:14

       l.  Home, family, possessions all speak of the worth of a man to other men.

       2. The real estate owned by a man determined his worth in the OLD TESTAMENT

ILLUS: Large stones were used as boundary markers for a man's property.  They usually had markings on them for I.D. and set by those who originally acquired the property and were not to be moved.

    B. Spiritual Property:  Mt. 6:19-22

       
l.  Sometimes physical possessions keep people from spiritual things.  Mt. 19:21,22

2. But the Scripts. speak of treasures in heaven which determine the worth of a man in God's sight.

          
a. The Bible promises rewards for faithfulness here.

          
b. The Bible promises treasures in heaven for faithfulness here.

II. ANCIENT LANDMARKS OF DOCTRINE:

    A. Condemnation: Deut. 27:17

ILLUS: The Liberal is easy to catch at this.  He picks it up and moves it so far that anyone can see what he is up to.  His doctrine is so far removed from Bible doctrine that little or no spiritual discernment is needed.

        The neo-Evangelical is more subtle and thus more dangerous. He speaks from the Scripts. about the fundamentals of the faith, but in his emphasis he moves the landmarks by degrees!  He says believe the Bible, but not literally.  Accept the message but not the words.  Believe in innerancy but not in preservation.

       
l. Woe to the one who adds to or subtracts from God's word. Rev. 22:18-19; S.A. Jude 3-4

       
2. Woe to him who perverts the gospel or doctrine of the epistles. Gal. 1:6-7

3. Woe to him who wrests the Script. from their intended purpose. II Pet. 3:16

    B. Confusion:  Prov. 23:10

       l. WITHOUT fixed landmarks there is no way to navigate around potential dangers.

       2. WITHOUT guides there is no way to determine the true from the false.

ILLUS:  Like driving down a road without white lines in the fog...the road turns and you go straight.  Like attempting to navigate after all the bouys have been switched.  This is what substituting tradition for doctrine does. This is what changing word meanings for doctrine does.  "Redemption" means urban renewal instead of salvation based on a blood atonement.

III. ANCIENT LANDMARKS OF MORALITY:

    A. God's Moral Standard is Timeless: Deut. 27:14-26

       l. Situation ethics are an abomination to God.

ILLUS: Phila. Inquirer 12/30/91: "Trying to persuade teens to say no to sex" One side says teach them absolute abstinence the other side (Planned Parenthood) says "Students should be taught to say no, (but) also deserve to be told how to protect themselves if they say yes."  As an opponent said  "That's like telling a kid who has been drinking, if you are going to drive any-way, buckle up!"  I like "Pet your dog, not your date."  and "Don't be a louse, wait for your spouse."  P.P: "There should be an emphasis on abstinence...but when they (we!) say, 'This is it' and nothing more, it becomes very moralistic and very righteous."  Amen!

Curt Conrad, Pennsbury school district: "We...teach abstinence, and in addition we teach the common methods of contraception" (to unmarried teens)!

       2. Premarital sex, et.al. is still wrong and "thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil."
ILLUS: The feminists, liberal clergy, TV talk show hosts, etc. say the church must modernize and get with the mainstream.  People are going to experiment with sex deviations anyhow so why make them feel guilty?  One female (not a lady!) cited a sad story of a girl who had been "repressed" and masturbated with popsicle sticks because she was taught she should not touch or fondle herself.  Her answer?  Teach her the proper way to masturbate so she doesn't hurt herself any more.

    B. God's Moral Standard is Static:

ILLUS: Our text presents changeless moral precepts and principles.  Removal of any or all of these landmarks will corrupt, condemn and confuse.

COCNL: God help us never to be "Landmark Movers or Removers".  May we "LEAVE THE (ANCIENT) LANDMARKS ALONE"!  Property, doctrine and morality are sacred!

        God's word is absolute and contains hundreds of absolute commands and principles which are only changed with dire consequences.  One of those is "You MUST be born again!"  Are YOU?

"AN OLD NAME FOR A NEW YEAR"

(JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - THE LORD IS THERE)

TEXT: Exek. 48:35

THESIS: To use the name Jehovah-Shammah to teach the significance of the Lord's presence with us throughout our lives as believers.

INTRO: A. The phrase in our text "THE LORD IS THERE" is "JEHOVAH SHAMMAH" in Hebrew.  It is "AN OLD NAME FOR A NEW YEAR"!  It speaks of the Lord's presence.  Ignoring His presence breeds sin, impurity and spiritual poverty.  Be- ing constantly aware of His presence produces holiness, power and spiritual fruit.

John 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

B. We believe in the omnipresence of God...that He is everywhere (not part here and part there); not in pantheism...that God is in everything (the error which confuses the Creator with His creation).
QUOTE: Thiessen  "God's Being penetrates the universe yet is not exhausted by the universe."

C. But our text speaks not of God's omnipresence, but of His Special Presence; i.e. God is uniquely present in certain times and places.  His Special Presence always glorifies the place...

I.  HIS SPECIAL PRESENCE PAST:

    A. His Presence in Eden Made It Paradise:

1. He did not place man in the Garden to dress it till He had first visited it and made the roses to bloom and the fruit to ripen.

2. Man's first home was furnished with every delight to the senses and every creature to  bring Him pleasure.

3. The what made Eden Paradise was "the Lord was there" and walked with Adam daily!

    B. His Presence on Sinai Displayed His Power:

1. Fallen man had to face an awesome and terrible God where Moses said  "I do exceed-ingly fear and quake" amidst the "thunders, lightnings, darkness and death."

2. The warning from God was that no man or beast touch the holy mount; for the Lord was there as an offended Deity.

    C. His Presence in the Tabernacle Spoke of Fellowship:

       
1. It was God's Meeting Place with man on earth.

2. The Lord was there visibly in the cloud and pillar as well as between the wings of the Cherubim in the Most Holy Place.

    D. His Presence in the Temple Displayed Redemption:

       
1. When Solomon dedicated the Temple God's presence and glory was there.

2. The Temple was God's dwelling place where He displayed both His wrath on sin which demanded constant bloody sacrifices.

    E. His Presence in Christ Revealed His Person and His Love:

       1. Christ's Incarnation was the ultimate display of God's presence.

       2. The invisible God became visible.

       3. The almighty God became limited.

       4. The incomprehensible God became understandable.

       5. The wrath of God on sin and the love of God for sinners was displayed on the cross.

ILLUS: If there was any place or any time when God was there, it was on Calvary!

6. His Name was Immanuel: "God with us"; the NEW TESTAMENT equiv. to "Jehovah-Shammah"..."The Lord is there."
II. HIS SPECIAL PRESENCE PRESENT:

    A. His Presence in the Believer's Body Speaks of His Comfort:

1. It is true that God was manifest in Christ's Body, but also that He manifests Himself in our bodies!

     2. We are to show His love, concern, compassion and redemption to the world.

3. We are to be a source of comfort to the world around us, because of the Comforter Who lives within us.

ILLUS: When we are in pain, or experiencing sorrow we are to manifest His comfort and testify of His grace which is sufficient to the believer who abides in His presence.
QUOTE: Spurgeon: "...wheresoever the chosen of God lift up holy hands and worship Him, whether it be in a cathedral or in barn, beneath the blue sky or beneath a thatched roof, anywhere and everywhere when the heart is right and the soul adores the living Lord, this is the special glory of the place, 'Jehovah-Shammah, the Lord is there.'"
    B. His Presence in the Church Presents a Witness:

1. While we cannot separate the believer from the church (God never does!) the corporate Body presents a collective witness.

ILLUS: Except the Lord be present in the local church, no power on earth can keep it from the frostbite which numbs and kills.  Except the Lord be there, growth, life, warmth...all are impossible and the members are holy icicles.  But where His presence is there a church is a little heaven, a special haven, the resort of angels, a witness to the world and the Temple of God on earth!

2. We are to be the salt of the earth holding back the corruption of sin and the light of the world exposing the wickedness of man.

ILLUS: Did you ever wonder why we irritate the unsaved when we live openly and boldly for Him?  Salt irritates and light exposes!  Has your salt lost its savor and is your light hid under a bushel? Do people wince at your witness and hide their sin in the light of your presence?

III. HIS SPECIAL PRESENCE FUTURE:

    A. His Presence in the Rapture Speaks of Deliverance:

NOTE: The future begins NOW!  The next instant is the future and it could also be the time of His return for His own. "O joy, O delight, should we go without dying; no sickness, no sadness, no dread or no crying!  Caught up thru the clouds with the Lord into glory...when Jesus receiveth His own!"  The Lord will be there...in Person!

    B. His Presence in the Tribulation is for Judgment:

       1. All who have rejected Him in this age of grace will enter the age of judgment and wrath.

       2. The Lord will be there to pour out His wrath upon a sinful planet and its population.

    C. His Presence in the Millennium Will be to Resume His Reign:

     1. Man has rejected His reign beginning in the Garden and throughout the world's history.

2. His reign will be forced upon man at the close of the Tribulation because only believers will survive the holocaust of the Tribulation.

NOTE: This is the context of our text!  The Lord will be there as King of righteousness and King of Peace.

    D. His Presence in Heaven Will Restore Paradise Lost:

NOTE: God will again dwell with man in the "new heavens and the new earth" which will be another Eden...Paradise in the ultimate sense.

CONCL:  We need this "OLD NAME FOR THE NEW YEAR... JEHOVAH SHAM-MAH... THE LORD IS THERE (HERE!)"  We need His presence in our church, our lives our homes.  Is He THERE?

"A NEW COMMITMENT FOR THE NEW YEAR"

TEXT: II Chron. 34:31

THESIS: To show the extent of Josiah's personal commitment and the ramifications it had for the entire nation of Israel.

INTRO: A. The sweeping revival of Josiah's reign was the most far-reaching in Israel's history.  Sometime - years ago - I wrote in my devotions Bible alongside v.31, "New Years."  The passage struck me as a text for a New Year's sermon.  I am calling it "A NEW COMMIT-MENT FOR THE NEW YEAR!"

B. Some dislike "New Year's Resolutions" - but all believers ought to promote "New Year's Revival!"

ILLUS: Jonathan Edwards Resolutions:

1. "Resolved: to live with all my might while I do live.

2. 
Resolved: never to lose one moment of time, to improve it in the most profitable way I can.

      3.

Resolved: Never to do anything which I should despise or think meanly of in another.

      4.

Resolved: never to do anything out of revenge.

 5.

Resolved: never to do anything which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life."

TRANS: I want to focus on Josiah's commitment for himself before the nation. In a sense it was to be his "State of the Nation" address, because he obviously wanted the revival he exper-ienced to permeate his people...

I.  PROGRESS:  "walk..."

    A. A Decision:  v.3

1. Crowned at the tender age of 8 (v.1), converted at 16 and commited to revival at age 20!  What a beginning.

NOTE: We need to reach children at the earliest age possible - they often influence others.  This passage also shows that young people can be spiritual leaders.

       2. All of the above is amazing since it was done apart from God's Word!

    B. A Cleansing: v.4-7

1. Those with high moral standards and deep commitment can accomplish great things for God and set an example for others.

2. Moral and biblical leadership creates national prosperity and guarantees God's bles-sings.

ILLUS: Our Constitution and born-again presidents; G.Washington, Abe Lincoln, etc. as well as several of the signers of the Dec. of Independence.  Sad that no recent presidents or leaders of national prominence can be included

    C. A Book: v.14

       1. The Bible Lost:  v.14

          
a. No wonder the nation was steeped in idolatry and abominable sins!

b. Any nation which ignores the basic moral precepts of God's Word is doomed to disaster and destruction.

       2. The Bible Found: v.14

          
a. The discovery of God's Word can never replace the discovery of God.

          
b. The discovery of natural law is never as beneficial as the discovery of God's Law.

c. The discovery of ancient human manuscripts is never as profitable as the discovery of ancient divine manuscripts.

ILLUS: I am speaking of a Bible that can be read -not the "inspired originals."

       3. The Bible Read:  v.18

          
a. Many would read it who don't have it; an argument for missions.

          
b. Many have it who don't read it; an argument for preaching.

          
c. Many have it who cannot read it (illiteracy, blindness); an argument for ministries.

          
d. Many have it and read it with spiritual  growth; an argument for inspiration.

       4. The Bible obeyed: (text)

II. PROMISE: "keep..."

    A. Repentance: v.19

       1. The personal example of the King.

       2. The powerful persuasion of the King.

    B. Humility:  v.26-27

       1. Humility before God (and His Word) assures His blessings.

       2. God hears the prayers of the humble.

    C. Determination: (text)

       1. This commitment was made before the elders, priests, Levites and the people.  v.30

       2. This covenant was not something to be ashamed of, but something to be proud of!

III. PERFORMANCE: "perform..."

    A. Leadership:  v.31a  "his place..."   v.32a  "He caused all..."

       1. This was both a personal and a political covenant.

       2. Israel was God's nation - unlike all others.

       3. The King was to reign under God - a Theocracy.

    B. Invitation:  v.32  "to stand to it..."

       1. No sermon is complete without an invitation.

       2. Here is a public call to all to stand withhim.

    C. Evangelism:  v.33  "all the countries..."

     1. Josiah did what the other Kings and leaders failed to do.

2. Josiah did what God always intended for all His people to do – to be a blessing to all nations.  (nothing has changed!)

CONCL:  Here is "A NEW COMMITMENT FOR A NEW YEAR" which all of us can like- wise make!

POEM:      "Those Wasted Years'

      "I looked upon a farm one day,  That once I used to own.

       The barn had fallen to the ground,  The fields were overgrown.

       The house in which my children grew, Where we had lived for years -

       I turned to see it broken down, And brushed aside the tears.

       I looked upon my soul one day, To find it too had grown

       With thorns and nettles everywhere,  The seeds neglect had sown.

       The years had passed while I had cared,  For things of lesser worth:

       The things of Heaven I let go, When minding things of earth.

       To Christ I turned with bitter tears, And cried, "O Lord, forgive!

       I haven't much time left for Thee, Not many years to live."

       The wasted years forever gone,  The days I can't recall:

       If I could live those days again,  I'd make Him Lord of all.

                                      





-Theodore W. Brennan

"STRIVE, ARRIVE and COME ALIVE -

(DON'T TAKE A DIVE) IN '95!"

or

"WHY 'DISCIPLES' DROP OUT!"TEXT”

TEXT:  John 6:66-67

THESIS: To analyze the issue of disciple drop-out.

INTRO: A. Jesus had the problem of "DISCIPLE DROP OUTS" (text) and so did the Apostle Paul.

Gal. 4:8-9   

8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.

9   But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, where unto ye desire again to be in bondage? 

B. While the "DISCIPLE DROP OUT" syndrome is not new, it is still discouraging and often perplexing.  Why is it that folks who apparently had a zeal for the Lord, lived for God, had a good testimony and even served Him for some time suddenly (or gradually) drop out?  I believe I can answer that question after nearly 40 years of being saved and 35 years in the min- istry...

I.  SPIRITUAL DEFECTS:

    A. Lack of Character:

1. Some folks failed to develop character before they were saved and this failure produced defeat after they were saved.

2. They were not honest, diligent, faithful, punctual, considerate or loyal so they never got the victory and it finally overcame them.

ILLUS: While we become "new creatures" after salvation, we bring our flesh and many of our old character traits into the new life.  These character defects, if not dealt with, spell disaster and defeat later.

        The classic, though tragic, example in the NEW TESTAMENT is Demas.  He is spoken of as a "fellowlaborer" in Phil.1:24, on a par with Luke in Col. 4:14 but in II Tim. 4:10 Paul says "Demas hath forsaken me..."

    B. Carnal Priorities:

1. They failed to "consider the cost" of becoming a believer; i.e., loss of friends, popularity, position, etc.

2. They preferred comfort to conviction;  when their maturity demanded more sacrifice they backed away.

ILLUS: When Jesus spoke of heaven and performed miracles the multitudes followed Him, but when He began speaking of commitment they dropped out!
    C. Agitation Vs. Submission:

1. When the Word of God convicted them, instead of submitting they smarted; instead of yielding they yelped!

       2. When the "kitchen got heated up" they bailed out!

ILLUS: The old Sword of the Spirit slices and slashes when preached with power and wounds hurt before healing begins.
II Tim. 4:3-4   

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4   And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

    D. Blessing Oblivious:

1. Some lose their love and respect for God's man and forget the past blessings they have derived from his ministry.

       2. They began to see the man-of-God's flaws instead of focusing on his call.

Acts 15:39-40  

39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;

40  And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 

II. SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT:

    A. Inconsistency:

       
1. They have no devotional life to sustain them when the going gets rough.

2. They have lived off others convictions and not their own or cannot discern between preferences and convictions.

ILLUS: I PREFER that men not wear long hair and have a biblically based conviction about that for myself, but it is not a "fundamental of the faith" nor would I break fellowship with another believer over that issue.  I WILL NOT permit someone in the pulpit with long hair.

    B. Hypocrisy:

1. They have been living a lie; pretending to be spiritual when in reality they are carnal and have not dealt with carnal appetites.

       2. Every believer needs 3 vital ingredients for their spiritual health:

          a. Diet: intake of sound doctrine.

          b. Fresh air: devotional life (prayer, Word and personal walk with God).

 c. Exercise: living out what they take in: soul-winning, hospitality mercy, teaching, giving, etc.

    C. Weak Foundation:

       
1. Emotion and excitement are not grounds for spiritual stability.

2. They are moved by a "dynamic speaker" or by promotions or entertainment instead of a consistent walk with the Lord.

       
3. They have a carnal appetite instead of a spiritual hunger.

ILLUS: These are the Christians who hop from church to church based on the personality of the preacher or his flamboyance, new programs, etc.  They prefer "Christian music" over preaching, entertainment over service.
III. SPIRITUAL DISASTER:

    A. Weary in Well-doing:

1. The concept of growing "weary in well doing" is presented in 2 places in the NEW TESTAMENT (Gal. 6:9 and II Th. 3:13).

2. It is recognized by God that it is possible to get tired of always living right and serving God - but the alternative is living wrong and serving self, which is a dead-end.

Gal. 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

ILLUS: The believer must constantly keep before him the goal of pleasing God and facing His Savior at the end of his life.  God gives rewards as an incentive to "faint not."  No doubt very few would continue to work at their job if there was no paycheck at the end of the week!  This is the difference between work and service!  Work wearies, service stimulates.  Love must be

the motivation.

    B. Illegitimate Children:

I John 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

       1. Those who drop out without conviction or chastisement are spiritual bastards.

Heb. 12:8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

2. Those who leave without chastisement and stop serving without punishment are illegitimate children.

CONCL: Some will no doubt leave us in 1995; they will "TAKE A DIVE IN '95" instead of attempting to "STRIVE, ARRIVE and COME ALIVE IN '95!"  Don't let it happen to YOU.

        If any one or more of the above points apply to you, why not "set thine house in order" this first Sunday of the New Year?

"MY PREDICTIONS FOR 1995"

TEXT: Eccl. 1:9,10

THESIS: To predict events in the New Year for Faith Baptist Church - based upon past records and God's Word and its promises and certainties.

INTRO: A. Each New Year all the psychics, fortune tellers, prognosticators, and other assorted kooks and crazies come out of the woodwork with all kinds of predictions.  They bank on the fact that no one will check on their past record of failures and only remember things which they accidently get right.

B. There are only 2 reliable sources for predicting the future - the past (see text) and the Scriptures (see text).  If you want to know what will happen, simply study what has happened.  History does repeat itself.

ILLUS: The death rate is still 100%; for every one born, one dies!  That's certain.  Men sin in every age.  That's what you can put your money on. Men will believe in evolution out of EMOTIONAL PANIC.  That's a fact and nothing has changed since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden!

II Pet. 3:3-5   

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

 5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

NOTE: What you read in the NEWS paper isn't new!   What you read in God's Word is God's latest revelation (1000's of years old and more accurate than your evening NEWS cast!).

TRANS: Tonight I want to give you "MY PREDICTIONS FOR 1995" for FBC, based on facts established by the past and God's never-changing Word...

I.  SOME WILL JOIN US!

    A. Thru Salvation:

       1. Via the Bus Ministry.

       2. Via Soul-Winning.

       3. Via Evangelistic preaching.

ILLUS: This is certain!  Why?  Because it is predicated upon the eternal, never-changing Word of God.  If we continue to get the message of salvation out, some WILL be saved!

Mt.13:23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also BEARETH FRUIT, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

Ps. 126:6  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, SHALL DOUBTLESS come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

    B. Thru Relocation:

1. We need to pray that those in liberal or neo churches will get right with God, move their membership to our church.

ILLUS: While any solid ministry is built on soul-winning, not sheep stealing, it often takes some time before new converts begin to tithe, get involved in teaching, etc. and so an occaisonal transfer can be a blessing.

2. We need to pray that those who move into our area who are saved will see that their family needs to be involved in a soul-winning, aggressive, separated, Bible-believing, baptist church like ours.

ILLUS: Isn't it exciting to know that you will get to know people you don't know now and have the privilege of serving the Lord together.  I predict that SOME WILL JOIN US in 1995 we don't even know yet!
II. SOME WILL LEAVE US!

    A. Relocation:

       1. Some will be relocated by occupation, health or other valid reasons.

       2. Some will relocate based upon frivolous reasons.

ILLUS: Someone once said that the reason "the grass is greener on the other side of the fence" is because the devil has been there with a paint bucket! All churches have problems because all churches have people.  But very few churches, if any, in this area are as committed to the preaching of the whole counsel of God and the defense of the faith as this church.  Few, if any are as committed to a fundamentalist, separatist position as this church.  Few, if any, still practice biblical church discipline.

    B. Revival:

1. Some will leave us because called to the ministry and will need to go to school or the field of service God directs them into.

ILLUS: One sign of a vital ministry is that it is reproducing and sending forth laborers into the harvest field.

2. We need to have a greater emphasis on missions and full-time service for our youth in 1995!

    C. Return to the World:

       
1. Sadly, some will get backslidden and become drop-outs.

2. Tragically, some cannot grasp the concept that God cannot bless when they are out of fellowship and that chastening in the will of God is better than prosperity out of the will of God!

NOTE: I predict that SOME WILL LEAVE US thru relocation, revival and a return to the world in 1995!

IV. SOME WILL SLOW UP!

    A. The Lazy:

1. Some will quit their class, bus route, soul-winning because it just takes too much effort for them.

       2. They love being a part of a good church, but don't contribute much themselves.

ILLUS: These are the ones who gripe about the church not going forward or dropping ministries, etc.  But they not only no longer give of their time or talents, they have even quit tithing!  Basically they are church parasites who suck the lifeblood out of the church but never give very much themselves.

    B. The Lukewarm:

Rev. 3:15-16  

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

       1. These have "left their first love."

       2. They used to be a blessing to the Lord and His Work.

       3. They live in the past and talk of the "good old days."
ILLUS: They say it can't be doing anymore, but others are doing it!  They focus on the deterioration of morals, our society, etc. not realizing that if these things be true then their ministry is more needed than ever.
NOTE: I predict that SOME WILL SLOW UP in 1995!

V.  SOME WILL GROW UP!

    A. Consistency:

       1. There is no short cut to spiritual maturity, just hard work.

       2. There is nothing new under the sun in relation to spir. growth, either!

Heb. 5:12-14  12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

    B. Chastisement:

1. Some who will not come to maturity by instruction, yieldedness and obedience, will come by chastening!

ILLUS: Shannon Sullivan had to "grow up" before her time due to Betty's M.S. She was doing chores when she was 6 that other girls do when they are 12. Some of God's people are forced into maturity thru some disaster or calamity because God had to chasten them to get them to grow up.  They were "spoiled brats" so the Lord got out His rod and gave them a "wake up call"!

2. Like earthly children, God's children sometimes need the rod to force them into obed-ience.

NOTE: I predict that SOME WILL GROW UP in 1995.  Some the hard way and some God's Way.

VI. SOME WILL GO UP!

    A. Via the Undertaker:

       1. I predict that some in these pews will go home this year.

       2. Each of us had better "set (our house) in order, for (we) shall die and not live."

    B. Via the Uppertaker:

       1. 1995 may be the year of the Rapture.

       2. Scripturally nothing is out of place to prevent it.

       3. Historically everything is in place to promote it.

ILLUS: Eye-To-Eye with Connie Chung on Thursday nite gave a review of news items of 1994.  The death, destruction, murder, mayhem and wars and rumors of wars all point to the end of this age.  Jesus may come tonight!

NOTE: I predict that SOME WILL GO UP in 1995...maybe all of us!
CONCL: I predict that any and all of the events spoken of tonite WILL COME TO PASS exactly as I have predicted them.  Past events and God's Word both guarantee it!  Only YOU have the power to prevent spiritual deterioration or to promote spiritual maturity.  The choice is yours!

         These are "MY PREDICTIONS FOR 1995" and they WILL take place.





 




   “MIDNIGHT MADNESS”

TEXT: Acts 16:22-26

THESIS: To show that even dark experiences in a believer’s life may turn out to be a blessing.

INTRO:  A. Every New Year’s Eve the world shows itself in its true colors.  “MIDNIGHT MADNESS” is the order of the day as the world drinks its way into oblivion to usher in the new year, instead of carefully assessing its errors of the previous year and setting new goals to make the new year different.  Sinfulness, not sobriety and seriousness characterize the ushering in of each new year in the world.


B. The devil often operates under the guise of darkness and midnight is often associated with nefarious and sinful activity.  It is the “witching hour.”  The time for renewal becomes a time for evil and even some believers use the late evening hours or early morning hours for backsliding.  “Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil...” John 3:19

TRANS:  Our text reveals one midnight scene where the devil seems to be in control, but God turns things around for His glory.

I.  MADNESS AT MIDNIGHT: v.22-24


A. Imprisoned For Preaching:  Cf.v.17



1. Often God’s people are persecuted for doing right.



2. We shouldn’t be surprised if people don’t appreciate what we stand for.


B. Beaten For Casting Out Demons:  Cf.v.18



1. The motive behind much resistance to God’s people revolves around profit ($$$)!  v.19



2. Of course those who oppose the Gospel will lie about their motives.  v.20,21



3. The leaders often dupe their followers, who in turn do their bidding.  v.22

ILLUS:  Christian parents can have their children taken away from them for obeying the Bible re: child discipline and may be labeled “child abusers.”  The motive is money!  Christians place their
children in a church-school and that takes money out of the coffers of the public school.  The leaders then accuse the parents of child abuse to get the kids back in the system and get their money back.  The people think this is good, because they have been duped.  They have swallowed the Satanic lie that biblical child discipline is child abuse!  The believers may even go to jail!



Instead of thanking Christians for taking control of their children so they don’t become delinquents, the system punishes them.


C. Punished For Doing Right:  v.23,24

Mt. 5:10-12

10
  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11
  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

12
  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

ILLUS: Bible preachers are often misunderstood and labeled negative for naming names and warning against the wolves in sheep’s clothing.  One preacher who publishes a magazine with many warnings defended his ministry as follows:  “I realize that many people are displeased with my preaching.  I realize that my preaching is more negative than that of the typical ministry today.  I 
also realize that I am not the perfect Christian, and that I have no authority in myself.  I often 
agonize over this.  ‘Lord, who am I to preach to others; I am such a miserable excuse of a Christian myself!’  The fact is that I am not preaching myself; I am preaching the Bible.  I am sure the prophets of old considered themselves unworthy to proclaim righteousness and truth to 
others.  No man has ever been worthy to preach God’s Word.  But the fact is that God calls preachers, and He has given them a commission, and I must seek to obey God even if I do it imperfectly and even if I make mistakes.  To be honest, I often wish that I could preach popular things and not have to focus on error, something to make men feel good.  But the fact is that these late hours are characterized by error, and God works mightily in some men to expose it.  
Jeremiah’s heart burned within him and he found that he could not refrain from speaking God’s reproofs.  Do you not think there are prophets of God whose hearts are so inflamed today?”  --
David Cloud, “O Timothy”

II. SADNESS AT MIDNIGHT: 


A. Don’t Get Backslidden At Midnight:



1. When the darkness moves in, don’t let the devil use it to cause you to backslide.



2. The believer is promised that if he will live godly, persecution will come.

3. Rather than get backslidden, the believer ought to rejoice knowing he or she is in God’s will!

ILLUS: Don’t let that midnight experience cause you to get bitter.  Don’t let the darkness of your illness, job situation, heartache, family problem, etc. make you depressed.  Turn it into an opportunity to witness and praise the Lord.

B. Don’t Make Decisions At Midnight:

1. The devil wants you to decide without asking for God’s guidance - he wants you to panic
and make the wrong moves.

2. Don’t make decisions when your decision maker is broken or you will live to regret them.

3. Never make a move when things are not going well - don’t push the panic button and run.

III. GLADNESS AT MIDNIGHT:  v.25


A. Praying and Praising In The Midnight Hour:

1. Naked, cold, and in a dungeon with their backs bleeding from the horrible beating they had received (v.22), they were able to praise the Lord and sing because they knew they did right and were in God’s will!



2. There is power in truth and blessing in doing right!



3. Note the phrase in v.25b “and the prisoners heard them.”  

ILLUS:  We are always witnessing, whether we know it or not.  Others are watching how we respond to our negative circumstances.


B. Midnight Ushers In A New Day (Year):



1. Our dark experiences may be used of the Lord to bring about great blessing.  v.31-34



2. Midnight may be the opportunity for a new beginning.
ILLUS:  Eleven fifty-nine is P.M., Midnight is A.M.!  This is the way we need to look at our dark experiences.  One thing is certain: things will change!  You say, “Yeah, I know...they will get worse!”  But remember that “Our extremities are God’s opportunities!”


3. Perhaps you are in the darkness so that you can see God better.

4. Maybe in the darkness you no longer are looking at the “things” around you which have
become your supports and you must now trust in God alone.



5. What better time than NOW to start out fresh and make some positive commitments?


C. God Is Good At Midnight As Well As At Midday!

ILLUS: Many people only praise the Lord in the good times.  Paul and Silas praised the Lord while they were in their worst time.  They realized that though circumstances change, God doesn’t!


He is the God of the darkness as well as the God of the light.  He created both!  He is in your midnight!  Praise Him!  You have lost your job.  Praise Him anyway.  You child is sick.  Sing
His praises.  You have lost a loved one.  Give Him the glory.  

Ps. 42:8

8
Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 

CONCL: Don’t let “MIDNIGHT MADNESS”  overtake you!  Don’t join in the world’s unholy

revelry tonight.  Decide that you will use the new  year as a new opportunity to serve the Lord
and your “midnight experience” as an opportunity to praise the Lord.








“YOUR FUTURE UNDER CONSTRUCTION” or




“WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU DOING FOR YOUR FUTURE IN HEAVEN?”

TEXT: Prov. 27:1; Jas. 4:14-15

THESIS: To show that planning ahead, taking God’s will into consideration, can assure a believer of spiritual growth and success in the New Year.
INTRO:  A.“YOUR FUTURE (IS) UNDER CONSTRUCTION” right now!  Several things determine your spiritual growth and success in the New Year.  This is a great time to assess those areas.  It is the traditional time of the year to make resolutions, set goals, etc.  

B. Let’s examine 3 basic principles which will help you achieve your goals, keep your

resolutions and assure God’s blessings on your life in the New Year.

TRANS: Our texts deal with the elusive concept of “tomorrow” and what it will bring.  The implication is that planning for tomorrow without God brings only disaster, heartache and disappointment.

I.  WHAT YOU WILL BE IS BASED ON WHAT YOU ARE:

A. Your Spiritual Status:

1.   Are you saved?  (The answer to this question determines your long-range future -eternity!)

2. Are you separated?  (The answer to this question determines your short-range future – no separation from the world, no guarantees for the future.)

NOTE: God knows what is best for us and so he instructs us to keep a safe distance from the world and its allurements, enticements and temptations.  The devil is a master-deceiver and always only shows you 1/2 of the picture.  He shows only the pleasure, never the pain; the immediate gratification, never the long-range results.  Ex:  The teen-age boy and girl in the back of a car, at home alone, etc.; they swap 15 minutes of pleasure for a lifetime of unexpected responsibility.  Ex: The Y.P. who trades the “high” of drugs or booze for a fried brain, a broken life or a ruined family.

3. Are you surrendered? (The answer to this question determines your future usefulness for the Lord and His work.)

ILLUS:  A young boy in Kentucky was setting traps for raccoons one night when he accidentally caught his own finger in the ingenious trap.   The trap was a hole in a log with nails driven like hooks so that if a raccoon reached in the hole for the bait it would be impossible to withdraw because it would be impaled on the nails.  The boy at first tried to release his finger, but he became more securely impaled.  He rested all night on the log and found to his horror that the river
was rising and would soon sweep him away and he would drown.  He took his knife in his other
hand and cut off his finger.  He gave up his finger to save his life.  



The Christian may need to give up something he considers necessary or precious to gain something far more important.  He may need to surrender some pleasure or his own plans so he can be used of God.



4. Are you striving? (Setting goals?)




a. Do you have a growth-goal for the New Year?




b. Do you have a soul-winning goal for the New Year?




c. Do you have giving goal for the New Year?

ILLUS:  John D. Rockefeller began tithing as a very young boy after his first little job to help support his ailing mother.  He had earned $1.50 and his mother urged him to give 10% to the church.


He did and his testimony was: “from that day I have tithed every dollar God has entrusted to me.


And I want to say, if I had not tithed the first dollar I made I would not have tithed the first million dollars I made.  


Tithing is not for the rich.  Rich people never begin tithing, but scores of rich people began to tithe when they were poor and became rich.  (Henry P. Crowell or Quaker Oats, Mr. Colgate or Colgate Soaps, toothpaste, etc., R.G. LeTourneau who held over 200 patents for equip. he designed...he tithed in reverse, keeping 10% and giving 90% of all his wealth.)



B. Your Christian Character:

1. You will be no more in the New Year than you were in the old year, unless you make
 some character changes.




2. It is true that most character traits are formed early in life, but it is never too late to 




change; with Christ all things are possible.

TRANS: WHAT YOU WILL BE IS BASED ON WHAT YOU ARE!

II.  WHAT YOU WILL DO IS BASED ON WHAT YOU ARE DOING:


A. What Have You Sown?



1. You are today what you sowed yesterday.

2.  If you are a midget Christian it is because you made no commitments to the Lord in the past; your spiritual growth has been stunted.


B. What Are You Sowing?

1. The “Sowing-Reaping” principle is usually equated with negative activity; but it can be also used to change the future for the good.



2. Start sowing NOW so that your future will be what you and God desire it to be.

ILLUS: Christians who have future hopes to be something or do something great for God have to begin NOW!  Now is the only time we have.  Tomorrow may alter your future dramatically. Don’t plan your future without the Lord being involved in your planning.  (See text)  He is the only Absolute in the equation of the believer’s future life.

TRANS:  WHAT YOU WILL BE IS BASED ON WHAT YOU ARE - and - WHAT YOU WILL DO IS BASED ON WHAT YOU ARE DOING - and -

III. WHAT WILL HAPPEN IS BASED ON WHAT HAS BEEN PLANNED:  (D.V.)


A. Biblically: Prophecy



1. We know the Lord wills the prophetic events of His Word to transpire.



2. We know that the future is securely resting in His sovereign will.

TRANS: The prophetic events of Scripture are the broad, general outline of God’s plan for man, but each believer is required -within this plan - to operate within God’s will for him/her by seeking daily His direction and trusting in His leadership.


B. Personally: Planning with God  (text)

1. The believer should, each morning, or sometime each day, habitually seek God’s direction.

2. No future plans should be made apart from specifically getting His direction through prayer, the Scriptures and godly counsel from those God has given discernment; usually leaders such as the Pastor, deacons, mature Christians.



3. Once such direction has been secured, however, it is time to set some goals, make some



resolutions and purpose to accomplish His will.

CONCL:  “YOUR FUTURE IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION” - NOW!   It will be accomplished

by WHAT YOU ARE, WHAT YOU ARE DOING and WHAT HAS BEEN PLANNED in accord with His will.  While in the construction stage, you may have to let folks know “tem-porary in convenience for permanent improvement” or “Please be patient with me God isn’t finished with me yet!”  The question is: What on earth are you doing for your future in heaven?

“THE NEW AGE”  or

“THE FIRST MONTH OF THE YEAR”

TEXT: Exodus 12:1-2

THESIS:  To show the prospects and potential of starting anew with the beginning of the 

New Year.

INTRO:  A. God sets the “times and the seasons” as He pleases and here He changes the Jewish New Year from Sept.-Oct, to Mar.-April.  “Abib” is the equivalent of our March-April or our “Spring.”  

ILLUS:  How appropriate that the New Year begin in the newness and life of the Spring in-stead of the bleakness and deadness of winter.  The word “Abib” means “fresh young ears” e.g., of barley or corn.

B. The Israelites had lived under the domination and tyranny of Egypt for 450 years.  Now God has judged Egypt with plagues and was about to free His people with the final judgment on the firstborn.  To protect His people from this judgment, He instructs them to kill a lamb and place it’s blood on the doors of their homes, so the death angel will “pass over” that home and it’s inhabitants.  As with Israel, the Lord will pass over us (in judgment) because of the blood of the Lamb of God.  And from that moment (of our salvation) we begin a new life and date all future events!

I.  A NEW LIFE:

A.  Changing the Calendar:  v.2

1.  With this new calendar the Israelites were to receive “favored nations status as God’s chosen people.

2.  This fantastic event (The Passover) will change the future of Israel forever.

3.  This “beginning of months” will mark their new life under God’s direct leadership.

ILLUS:  Moses will be the representative, but God will lead them thru the wilderness and supply their every need.  When God delivered us from the bondage of sin, He also promised to supply our needs, as long as we follow His leadership.

The day you got saved was the “beginning of months” for you too!  Only then did you really begin to live.  “All things” became new and “old things” were passed away and we too have a new chronology.  Our calendar has been amended by a true act of God’s grace.  Spurgeon:  “(We) used to think that our birthday fell at a certain time of the year; but now we regard withmuch more delight another day as our true birthday, since on that second natal day we began truly to live.”

B. Protection By Blood:  v.7

1.   Imagine the joy of each family when they were told that their sons could be saved, if the lamb was slain instead.

2.   The death angel would pass over that home, not because the execution of vengeance was undone, but because the death-blow had already been struck and the victim had died and the penalty could not be exacted twice!

NOTE:  Good News!  God’s wrath was poured out on His Son, the Lamb of God, so you and I could be “passed over” when His vengeance is executed!  But someone must die - you or me or our Substitute!  Praise God He is our Passover Lamb.

C.  Refreshment From The Lamb:  v.7b-11

1.  This event marked the beginning of their new life and the Lamb would be their sus-tenance.

2.  They were to eat it amid the shrieks and cries of their Egyptian neighbors, and with staffs in their hands as pilgrims in a hostile land.

3.  They ate the “lamb roast with fire” and the best refreshment for a troubled believer is the suffering Savior.

ILLUS:  The poor sinner with his burdens goes to a church where Christ is presented as a good example or a great teacher and that is useful to the saint, but is no help to the sinner, who needs Christ as the suffering Savior.  They were told also to “let no- thing of it remain until the morning…” i.e., we ought to feast on all of Christ, not just the suffering Savior, but our High Priest, Great Prophet, Coming King and Good Shepherd.  Yes, we can indeed feast on Him and get “refreshment from the Lamb.”

II.  A NEW LIFESTYLE:  v.14,15,18

A.  Elimination Of Leaven:

1.  Justification without sanctification is an incomplete message.

2.  A new life without a new lifestyle is hypocrisy (“the leaven of the Pharisees”).

3.  A denial of Christ’s power in the life is a sham (“the leaven of the Saducees”).

4.  A Christian living without sound doctrine in the life is a barren believer (“the Leaven of the Herodians”), we are to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.

ILLUS:  The Christian life is received by grace and is a free gift, but the lifestyle of the believer involves his/her works.  There is the daily crucifying of the flesh with its lusts and the reckon-ing of ourselves dead indeed unto sin and the constant battle with the world, the flesh and the devil.  Every day is to be a day of victory and growth.

B.  Details Of Deliverance:

1.  The morning after the Passover, the Israelite was to leave forever the brick kilns, leeks, garlics, whips, and even his old home!  Amen!

2.  For seven days they were to march and eat unleavened bread till they reached the Red Sea (death); Jesus is that Unleavened Bread for the believer, till death finally overtakes him.

III.  A NEW LONGING:  

ILLUS:  They all ate of the Lamb that night, they all were protected by the blood, they were all refreshed by the feast and they all started their march to Canaan with unleavened bread.  God had put a new longing in their hearts for the “land that floweth with milk and honey.”

A.  Beginning Of Life:

1.  They were to leave every facet of their old life behind; a beginning speaks of some-thing to follow.

2.  The garlic of Egypt was to be replaced with the sweetness of the honey of the Promised Land, the slavery of Egypt was to be replaced with the freedom of the Promised Land, the gods of Egypt were to be replaced by the living God.

ILLUS:  They could have entered the Holy Land in a few days if it hadn’t been for unbelief and appetite for Egypt.  They had been tainted by the fellowship of the ungodly.


How brilliant the devil is.  He took us from the fleshpots of the world, and brought them into our homes.  The shame of Hollywood used to be confined to the theaters, now is carried to our living rooms.  The language of the Egyptians used to be heard only in the street, bars and nightclubs, now it comes from our TV’s and VCR’s!

B.  Starting Over Again:

1.  Israel was given a fresh start; this was to be “the first month of the year…”

2.  They entered Egypt as slaves, they came out as an army.

3.  They went there in a famine, they came out with God supplying their needs.

4.  They were within days of the Promised Land…the land of opportunity, prospects, and potential.

COCNL:  This is “THE FIRST MONTH OF THE YEAR” for us!  It is an opportunity to renew our commitment to the Lord, to sanctify ourselves anew, to start over
again!  Let’s begin the New Year with revival and praise to the Lord Who saved us!

      If you are not saved, “NOW is the accepted time, NOW is the day of salvation…”

 “BREAKING OUT OF YOUR RUT”

TEXT:  Mark 10:46-52

THESIS:  To give some principles for breaking the “status quo” in a stagnant Christian life.

INTRO:  A. 1997 will be just like 1996 and all the other previous years  - unless you decide to “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” now! Ruts are comfortable, but unproductive.  Someone said “A rut is a grave with both ends kicked out.”  

Some are so content with the “status quo” (a rut!) and so comfortable in your laziness, lethargy and laxity that you have no desire to change.  I can’t help you!  But some of you are tired and weary over your failures, your sin, and your fruitlessness as a Christian and you are ready for a change.  If I knew your name I would do as Christ
did at Lazarus’ tomb and cry “Lazarus (your name), come forth!”  

TRANS:  I am not interested in how you got into your rut.  Perhaps you are there thru circum-stances over which you had little control.  My concern is that you are not content with being there and have a genuine desire for change.  You really do want to be a better Christian.  You really do want to do something which will count for Christ in 1997.  You really do want to “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” and do something you will be glad you did when you stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ…

I.  TAKE RESPONSIBILITY (FOR YOUR OWN LIFE)!  V.46,47a

A.  Be Alert To Opportunities:

1.  Perhaps he had heard about Jesus’ healing the man born blind in the Temple.

2.  What Jesus has done for others, he can do also for you.

ILLUS:  Allen Snare was just another deaf man, but now he is a Pastor.  The Langtons are just ordinary people, but they yielded to the Lord and He is using them among our handi-capped.  Jan Lessman is just a housewife, but the Lord is using her to be an effective bus captain.  Keith Adams was just a steel worker, but God used him many years as a Children’s Church worker.  Pastor Delquadro is from South Philly, but…
B.  Don’t Wait For Anyone:

1.  Bartimaeus was just another poor, blind beggar among a “great number of
people…” (surely many with other afflictions), but he couldn’t wait for anyone else to take him to Jesus - he took responsibility for his own life.

2.  It would be nice if the other young people got their hearts right…or your spouse decided to serve the Lord…or …

II.  BELIEVE GOD:  v.47b,51b

A.  Don’t Allow Problems To Define Your Life:

1.  With God all things are possible!

2.  Don’t focus on yourself or your failures, but on the Lord and His omnipotence

B.  Don’t Permit Past Failures To Destroy Your Future:

1.  This man refused to be silenced;  he knew what he wanted and refused to be

Intimidated. “…have mercy on me”

2.  He had been blind long enough and he was willing to believe that Jesus was
 the Mes-siah of the OLD TESTAMENT Scriptures Who would open the eyes of the blind.

ILLUS:  Jesus didn’t heal everyone in His day, nor does He do so today.  But He never turns down those who believe Him for a miracle.  The problem is not with His power but with our weakness of faith.  We can have the victory over sin - we can become a soul-winner - we can tithe - we can be or do something great for Him.

III.  IGNORE OTHERS:  v.48

A.  Don’t Be Discouraged:

1.  This man refused to let others discourage him from coming to Jesus.

2.  Perhaps some said: “Jesus isn’t interested in a blind beggar…” or “Jesus doesn’t have time for you…” or - ?

B.  Don’t Be Defeated:

1.  If this man had listened to the crowd, he would have gone through life blind, for Jesus never passed by this way again.

2.  If you fail to claim your opportunity today - perhaps you will miss the opportunity of your lifetime; maybe the Holy Spirit will not convict you again.

IV.  CLARIFY NEEDS:  v.51a

A.  Be Specific:

1.  Jesus asked an open ended question and the blind man stated his need.

2.  This man had many needs, but he singled out the one he considered most important  his sight.

3.  Until you clearly identify your greatest need and carefully and specifically pray for it, things will not change.

ILLUS:  If it is boldness in witnessing you need, tell the Lord that!  If you want to see your mother saved, tell Him so (tell her also!). Be specific about confession of sins.  Be specific about praying for missionaries. Be specific about a need you have. Be specific about how much money you need.  

B.  Articulate Goals:

1.  Do you want to win a certain number of souls per month or week this year?

2.  Do you want to have a certain number of riders on your bus next week?

3.  Do you want to have victory over a besetting sin?

ILLUS:  If I had not been specific last Sun. morning about Video Store membership, I would not have gotten 3 membership cards at the close of the service.

V.  DON’T HESITATE:  v.49,50

A.  Don’t Wait For Ideal Circumstances:

1.  He came in his blindness, but with his faith.

2.  He responded immediately to Jesus’ inivtation.

3.  He cast “away his garment” - that which identified him as a blind beggar and “rose and came to Jesus.”

VI.  BE DECISIVE:  v.50


A.   Do It Now!

1.    Since now is the only time we have, do whatever you are going to do for the Lord without waiting for better circumstances.

2.  If this blind beggar had waited, he would have died blind!

3.  If you wait, you may miss the one opportunity God is giving you to “GET OUT OF 

YOUR RUT!”

VII.   FOLLOW JESUS:  v.52

A.  Get Excited About Your Victory!

ILLUS:  This man surely had sights (the countryside, the glories of the Temple, etc.) to see now that he had his eyes open, but he wanted to see Jesus and be with Him!  He no doubt had loved ones he had never laid eyes on, but He wanted to see Jesus and be with the One Who healed Him!  (The same will be true of each of us when we get to heaven.  Our loved ones may be there, but we will want to be with Jesus - the One Who opened our eyes!)

CONCL:  Surely as Christians we ought to be as anxious to get out of the rut of our mediocre Christianity as this blind man was to see!  Why not “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” today?  







“SPIRITUAL PERFECTION IN 1998?” or






            (BE A ‘ONE THING’ BELIEVER!)

TEXT:  Philippians 3:10-14

THESIS:  To show that Paul’s passion for perfection should be the “norm” for every believer.

INTRO:  A.  It is amazing how many perfectionists there are in the natural realm and how few in the spiritual.  Many strive for perfection in their chosen field of labor and that’s good.  But few strive for perfection in spiritual things.  That’s not so good! Yet the Lord commands: “Be ye holy as I am holy.”

B.  I guess it is safe to say that most of us are not perfectionists in any area. We are gen-erally mediocre or “lukewarm” about everything.  But the Lord wants us to be perfectionists in all we do: “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the  Lord, and not unto men.”  Col. 3:23  

Col. 3:23

23
 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

1 Cor. 10:31

31
 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

Eccl. 9:10

10
  Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 

TRANS:  Paul had a passion for perfection and a program for perfection which we would all do well to follow in the New Year…

I.  A PASSION FOR PERFECTION:  v.10-11

A.  A Passion to Know Christ’s Person:  v.10a

1.  He is not speaking about an introduction (Paul and Christ had been introduced on the road to Damascus).

2.  He is not speaking of knowing ABOUT Him.

3.  He is speaking of knowing Him intimately.

4.  He is speaking of an experiential knowledge of Him.

ILLUS:  This should be our goal; to know Him not only in the introductory sense, but in the intimate sense.  We achieve this in our devotional life, thru obedience, witnessing, etc.

B.  A Passion To Know His Power:  v.10b

1.  This is the same power that raised Christ from the dead!

2.  Paul desires to experience this power surging thru him to overcome sin and produce Christian growth, grace and fruit.

3.  The word “power” means “that which overcomes resistance.”

NOTE:  He is saying that it is thru the resurrection power of Christ alone that genuine spiritual victory is possible.

C.  A Passion To Know His Pain:  v.10c

1.  Not His substitutionary sufferings, but His sufferings for righteousness sake.

2.  The word “fellowship” speaks of  “joint participation in.”

ILLUS:  Paul is not desirous of DYING on the Cross as Christ, but in LIVING the self denying life for its blessings to others.  This is the “living sacrifice” he wrote of in Romans 12:1.  It is death to selfishness, personal gain or fame.

C.  A Passion To Know His Perfection:  v.11

1.  “If by any means” is not an expression of doubt, but of humility.

2.  “I might attain” speaks of arriving at a goal.

3.  “The resurrection of the dead” speaks of the Rapture.

ILLUS:  Paul here expresses a question concerning whether he will be martyred for Christ and thus be dead when the rapture occurs, therefore having to be raised from
among the dead, in-stead of being raptured with the living.  Remember he is on trial for his life when he wrote this.  In either event he will share in Christ’s perfection.

II.  A PROGRAM FOR PERFECTION:  v.12-14

A.  His Purpose Stated:  v.12

1.  Perfectionism Denied:  v.12a

a.  Paul is not preaching sinless perfection.

b.  He is preaching holy living and striving after holiness actively.

ILLUS:  Some say “What’s the use if I can never reach perfection?”  Few ever reach perfection in sports, etc. but they don’t stop trying!  I will never preach a perfect  message, but I want to continue to strive for perfection.

2.  Defeatism denied:  v.12b  “but I follow after…”

B.  His Plan Set Forth:  v.13  (the metaphor of a foot race)

1.  Confession:  v.13a (he hasn’t won the race yet)

2.  Concentration:  v.13b  (he has made up his mind to win)

ILLUS:  The secret to striving for perfection in any area is concentration…focus…not being sidetracked.  Paul was a “one thing” Christian!  Everything he did had this goal in view.  He may have been making a tent, but his goal was spiritual maturity.


He may have been taking a trip on horseback, on board a ship or walking, but his goal was to pleas the Lord and grow to spiritual maturity.  “ONE THING!”

3.  Renunciation:  v.13c  (he refuses to look back)

ILLUS:  The word “forgetting” is strong and means total forgetfulness.  Paul is not thinking of past successes or past failures.  He refused to “break stride” by looking back at past events, good or bad.

4.  Dedication:  v.13d  (he faces the future with confidence)

ILLUS:  The picture is of an athlete with the goal in sight, straining every muscle, calling up every reserved of energy to finish the race and receive the prize.  He is speaking of keeping his eye on heaven while running the race down here.  What motivation to enable us to strive for perfection.

C.  His Prize Secure:  v.14

1.  Paul had determination and anticipation.

2.  Paul’s passion and program for perfection was a combination of human effort
and God’s grace!  

3.  There is no striving necessary to get or keep saved, but to obtain the prize: “There’s a race to be run, there’s a victory to be won…”

4.  Paul’s prize was the “well done” of His Savior.

5.  Paul’s prize included the blessings of eternal life and its rewards: PERFECT wisdom, joy, holiness, peace, and fellowship in a perfect environment!

CONCL:  Will the New Year be just like the old year?  Defeat, discouragement and despair?  Or will it include a renewed commitment to strive for spiritual perfection? Why not decide today to be a “ONE THING” Christian, with one eye on heaven and the Savior and the other eye on whatever is required of you down here till we get there?


We all know perfection is only possible in heaven, but, like Paul, we can strive for it down here!  Do you have a passion for perfection?  If so, you had better implement a program for perfection like Paul had.  Know your purpose, lay out your plan and then secure your prize!  








“WITH JESUS IN ‘FAITH UNIVERSITY’ ” or








 “DISTRACTIONS THAT LEAD TO DEFEAT”

TEXT:  Hebrews 11:6
6
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

THESIS:  To show Jesus’ lessons on faith to the Apostle Peter.

INTRO:  A.  Jesus’ ministry to His disciples could have been properly designated a school of faith.  His mission was to teach them to trust Him.  It was the hardest lesson for them to learn.

ILLUS:  The one area that pleases the Lord most in our lives as believers is simple faith – trusting the Lord.  It is the one area where we probably fail most and could please Him most.

B.  Let’s visit Jesus’ university of faith or “FAITH UNIVERSITY” and single out one student named Peter to watch his progress and the Teacher’s plan to develop his faith.  Peter is probably the one among the Apostles we can most readily identify with…unfortunately…

I.   LESSON #1: BEWARE THE DISTRACTION OF CIRCUMSTANCES: (THE MOST COMMON DISTRACTION)  Mt. 14:27-31

Peter had his eyes on the wind and the waves…

A. The Student Followed His Teacher’s Example:  v. 28,29

1. Peter was an anxious and willing student.  v.28

2. Peter was a courageous and affectionate student.

B. The Student Became Distracted By The Circumstances:  v.30

1. Peter had enrolled in the Faith 101 course and did so well at first because of his love and courage, but took His eyes off Christ and manifested cowardice and unbelief.

ILLUS:  There is a principle here: what you do in a moment of strength and trust, don’t undo in a moment of weakness and unbelief.  What you tie in an invitation at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, don’t untie in a situation at the prompting of the flesh or the world or the devil.

2. Peter had allowed the circumstances (wind and waves), over which the Lord had control, to move him to unbelief.

ILLUS:  The Lord has control over YOUR circumstances too!  That cancer, that heart pro-blem, that marital problem, that wayward child, that job situation, that…?  You need to get your eyes back on the Lord and off the circumstances!
C. The Student Is Rebuked By The Teacher For Failing The Test:  v.31

1. Peter was not rebuked for lack of love or courage, but for lack of faith.

2. Encouragement:  Even though Peter’s faith failed, Jesus took His weak student with Him safely into the boat…He didn’t let him drown!

3. Peter is an example here of MINISCULE FAITH,  but this lesson occurred early in his enrollment in JESUS’  UNIVERSITY OF FAITH.

II.   LESSON #3: BEWARE THE DISTRACTION OF SELF: (THE MOST DEFEATING DISTRACTION)  Mk. 8:31-33  Peter has his eyes on himself…

A. The Student Misunderstands The Teacher’s Lesson:

1. Jesus is not talking about martyrdom here but sacrifice and salvation!

a. Peter fails the lesson misunderstanding that the “Captain of (our) salvation must be made “perfect thru suffering.”  Heb. 2:10

b. He fails to grasp that Christ’s Kingdom is not a temporary and human Kingdom, but an eternal, spiritual and supernatural Kingdom.

2. Jesus is speaking of Himself as the long awaited Passover Lamb of God.

3. Jesus is not only speaking of murder at the hands of unbelievers, but His prophesied death as a part of God’s plan.

4. Jesus is not only speaking of His coming death, but His victory over death:  “…and after 3 days rise again!”  v.31b

B. The Student Rebukes His Teacher:  v.32

1. He is responding with zeal without knowledge.

2. He is responding with misdirected courage and misstated affection.

ILLUS:  Peter loves His Teacher, but questions His will!  How many of us do likewise at times?  We claim love and loyalty to Him, but when trouble threatens us, we forget to ask if this trouble or trial may be a part of His will for us.  We simply fail to trust Him, and instead trust our instincts and ourselves and fail the test of faith in simply placing our trust in Him.

C. The Student Is Rebuked By His Teacher:  v.33

1. Peter proceeds from faith (“Thou art the Christ”  v.29) to failure (“and Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him…”  v.32b)!

2. Peter is rebuked for allowing selfish motives and a foolish trust in himself to thwart God’s will

3. Peter is rebuked for allowing Satan to use him and Satanic concepts to distract him;  the “Rock” becomes a “devil.”  Jamison, Faucett and Brown say: “Jesus (here) shakes off the serpent coiling around him” as he uses Peter to detour Jesus from His mission.

4. Peter is suffering from a MISPLACED FAITH... in himself!

TRANS:  Peter has had many lessons and has passed some and failed others, like most of us.  Hopefully he has learned not to focus on circumstances, or on self, but he has another lesson to learn…to keep his eyes off others.  This lesson comes after Christ’s resurrection…   

III.  LESSON #2:  BEWARE THE DISTRACTION OF OTHERS:(THE MOST DANGER-OUS DISTRACTION)  John 21:18-23

Peter had his eyes on John…

A. The Student Wants To Learn More Than He Needs To Know:

1. Peter asks questions about God’s secret will and neglects God’s revealed will for himself:  “feed (v.17) and … follow”  (v.19)

ILLUS:  How many times have I seen stunted Christians because they want to know the deep mysteries of God or the “secret things of God” (Deut. 29:29) instead of concentrating on the things God has revealed and wants us to do!
Deut. 29:29

29
  The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

2. Peter was more concerned about God’s will for John, than God’s will for himself.

3. Peter had just been rebuked for his lapse of faith and was lovingly being restored by His Teacher, and in the next breath, he gets sidetracked, because of his concern for that which was none of his business!

B. The Student Misunderstands The Teacher’s Intent:

1. Jesus is addressing Peter’s death (v.18,19), and Peter misses the lesson, as a result he could have had a wrong view of his suffering and death, instead of accepting it as God’s will.

QUOTE:  Mt.Henry:  “When trouble comes we are apt to fret the more at the grievances of restraint, sickness and poverty, because we have known the sweets of liberty, health and plenty.  But we may turn it the other way: ‘How many years of prosperity have I enjoyed more than I deserved…And having received good, shall I not also receive evil?’”

2. Though the Teacher’s  instructions are simple: “feed and follow”, Peter is distracted because his eyes are on someone other than the Lord.

3. The Teacher’s intent is to get his student back on track, not to get Peter sidetracked by His remarks about John.  (v.21,23)

4. Peter has a bad case of MISDIRECTED FAITH!

CONCL:  Peter has been “WITH JESUS IN FAITH UNIVERSITY.”  We have seen his faith tested and how Jesus taught him lessons the distractions which destroy faith: the distraction of circumstances, the distraction of self and the distraction of others.   You too are enrolled in JESUS’ FAITH UNIVERSITY. Have you learned to keep your eyes on the Lord and trust Him?  Or do you still have misguided faith, misplaced faith or misdirected faith?

Peter has graduated from JFU.  Where are you in this school of faith?

"THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FIRDAY..."

John 19:33-34  

33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:

34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 

INTRO: A. What kind of an inhuman beast would stick his spear in a dead man?  But that's what our text says this soldier did!  But "THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY...!"  Over and over we read of the terrible things they did to our Savior.  He never sinned against anyone, but they drug Him thru 7 mock trials, beat Him, spat upon Him, plucked out His beard, offered Him vinegar instead of water when He thirsted.  We know that from God's standpoint all these things happened "that the Scripture should be fulfilled..." v.36, but from the human perspective it was because it was still Friday!  Sunday would be a different story!

        B. Today unbelievers only celebrate "Good Friday" while God's people are not gathering together for a funeral service, but they know as necessary as Good Friday was it was simply a prelude to Easter Sunday!  We dare not isolate Good Friday without thinking ahead to Easter Sunday...

I.  THE CURSE OF CRUCIFIXION PRECEDED THE REALITY OF RESURRECTION:

    A. The Cross Had to Come Before the Coronation:

1. The darkness that shrouded the earth and the disciples' hearts as He hung on the cross was to be replaced by the bright sunlight of Easter mourning.

2. The fear and terror of Israel's Messiah impaled on the cross "being made a curse for us" is nullified by the fact and act of His resurrection on the Sunrise of Easter!

ILLUS: As His followers gazed on His body writhing in pain all the hopes of Israel and mankind withered, but 'THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY...!"
    B. The Woe Had to Come Before the Worship:

       
1. Peter had to come to the end of himself, before He could begin to preach with power.

2. Thomas had to deny the reality of the res. and see the futility of walking by sight before he could cry out "My Lord and my God!"

3. The disciples had to have their selfishness and greed exposed and learn to trust in Him before they could follow Him!

TRANS: But all of this is necessary BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY...!"
II. THE GLOOM OF GOOD FRIDAY PRECEDED THE EXCITEMENT OF EASTER SUNDAY!

    A. The Midnite of Calvary Would Be Replaced by The Sunrise of Easter:

1. The son must be separated from the Father while He bore our sin... but "THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY!"

2. The gloom of the crucifixion must precede the glory of the resur. but "THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY!"

B. The Despair of Death is Replaced with The Hope of Heaven:

1. The grave is our gateway to glory because He must become the "first fruits" of our resurrection.

 2. Jesus Himself taught "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and DIE, it abideth alone; but it if DIE, it bringeth forth much fruit!

III. THE DEFEAT OF DEATH PRECEDED THE REJOICING OF RESURRECTION:

    A. The Gory Scene on Calvary Had to Pre-empt the Glory Scene in the Garden.

    B. The Horror of the Cross Had to Pre-date the Hallelujah of the Empty Tomb.

ILLUS: Anthony Compollo tells of a Good Friday Service in a black Baptist church in Phila. several years ago.  He preached first and said he was "good" The old black pastor said "You did all right,...boy." Compollo asked him, "Think you can top that?"  The pastor said "Son, son... just you sit back and watch!"  For 3/4 hr. he preached a simple sermon with a recurring theme "It's Friday, Sunday's a comin'.  He started low and slow and built to a fever pitch...

-The govt. has Him on trial now and mock Him, but THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY... SUNDAY'S A COMIN'!

-The soldiers bind Him and lead Him away, but THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY...

-The spittle runs down His face, they pluck out His beard, but THAT'S BECAUSE

-Now Jesus is hanging on the cross, blood spurts from His wounds...

-Jesus is dead, His body is prepared for burial, bathed in tears...

-Mary is crying her eyes out, the disciples are running around like sheep without a Shepherd...

-Pilate's washing his hands, the Roman soldiers are prancing around with their spears...even sticking one into His side...

-Satan's dancing a jig...the Govt. does his bidding, it's business as usual, and the devil is in his control...

He went on and on..."IT'S FRIDAY...SUNDAY'S A COMIN'!  again and again... Finally he yelled "FRIDAY...!"  The crowd yelled back "SUNDAY'S A COMIN'!"

That's the ultimate message of our theology.  We are those withthe good news.  IT'S FRIDAY ...SUNDAY'S A COMIN'!

CONCL: So it is with us.  Things look black now, but 'THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY ...SUNDAY'S A COMIN'!'  The unsaved mock us now...Sin and death take their toll now... Defeat, discouragement and despair reign now...The devil and his crowd seem to be winning now...today it's midnight, but 'THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S FRIDAY.... but SUNDAY'S A COMIN!"

"PREPARING FOR THE CROSS"

 ("IF THE TREES COULD TALK")

TEXT: Mt. 26:36-44

INTRO: A. If Calvary is the Greatest Drama in history, then Gethsemane is the Greatest Dress Rehersal.  If Calvary is the Performance, Gethsemane is the Preparation.  If the battle of the ages was won on Calvary, the victory was assurred in Gethsemane.

        B. Gethesmane...a special place, a retreat for our Savior, a holy place, a place where the God-Man spoke to the God of man.  It was a garden where the olive trees there on that fateful night which recorded the events played out there are still living 2000 years later.  "IF THE TREES COULD TALK" they would have a great deal to say to us today!

ILLUS: If we had the technology, perhaps we could play back all the words spoken and the exact, detailed events which transpired there.

Hab. 2:11  For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it. 

TRANS: "Talking Trees" and "Shouting stones"...what an interesting concept. But we don't have to wait for the technology.  We have the Bible!  While some of the details are not there and some of the words may be missing we have a beautiful picture of our Savior "PREPARING FOR THE CROSS"...

I.  THE SAVIOR'S SORROW:

    A. The Impending Death: v.38

       
1. Christ lived his entire 33 1/2 yrs. in the shadow of Calvary.

2. We will perhaps never know the burden He labored under while He ministered to others.

       
3. The climactic time had finally arrived; His "hour" had come!

    B. The Impotent Disciples: v.40,43-46

       
1. Those closest to Him could not even stand with Him in this dark hr.

2. One would shortly deny Him, one would soon plant a kiss of betrayal on His face and all would abandon Him.

ILLUS: The hymn writer put it graphically: "They bound the hands of Jesus in the Garden where He prayed...but He died ALONE for you and me."  While He of necessity had to die alone, He did not have to die LONELY!  But He did.

II. THE SAVIOR'S SUFFERING:

Lk. 22:44  And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

     A. Sheer Agony or Satanic Attack?

1. Someone has suggested that Satan was trying to kill Christ prematurely in the Garden so He would bypass the cross.

2. Someone else suggested that what is taking place is "shuddering nature and indom-itable will struggling together."

NOTE: The latter view seems more consistent with the context of the Savior's revulsion of the human suffering involved in the Cross and the taking upon His holy person the sins of man-kind and the yielding to His Father's will.  Mt. 26:39

III. THE SAVIOR'S SUBMISSION:

    A. The Man Who Was God:  "...not as I will"  v.39,42,44

1. Three times the Man Christ Jesus shows His absolute revulsion of having His sinless Person contaminated by our sins.

ILLUS: Think of it: the sins of every sex pervert, drug addict, child molester, pornographer, adulterer, fornicator, liar, homosexual, transvestite, pimp, murderer, traitor, et.al. of the entire human race heaped on Him Who never knew a single sin in His holy body, mind or soul!

       2. Surely as a man this prospect was revolting and his should recoiled from the prospect.

    B. The God-Man:  "...but as thou wilt"

1. There are not two separate wills here; that is an impossibility since Christ's own state-ment was "I and my Father are one."

       2. As the God-Man the will of God was His will.

       3. Here is the willing submission of the Savior to the most horrible prospect conceivable.

IV. THE SAVIOR'S STRENGTH:

    A. Strength From Above:  "O' My Father..."  v.39a,42a

1. Here is one of the most tender statements in all of Scripture and it reveals the absolute dependence of the Son upon the Father.

2. Until the actual death of the Savior when He will bear our sins in His own body on the Cross, the perfect, unbroken union of the Father and the Son continues.

ILLUS: In fact, one of, if not the major reason Christ shrunk from drinking this cup had to be His foreknowledge of that perfect union being broken and for the first and only time in eternity He and His Father would be separated. "My God, my God (not Father!), Why hast Thou forsaken Me?"

    B. Strength From An Angel:

Lk. 22:43  And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

1. One another occasion after His "title bout" with Satan the angels came "...and ministered to Him."  Mt. 4:11

2. Now the Father sends special comfort to Mary's son in the flesh  (God never needs sustenance or help!).

CONCL: The Savior is not ready for the Cross!  His mind, soul, body and spirit are all pre-pared for whatever man can dish out and for what His Father would lay upon Him.  The victory is assured though the battle must be fought. "IF THE TREES IN GETHSEMANE COULD TALK" we might learn more and gain more insight, but we are content now to hear God's Word.

"FINISHED!"

John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

INTRO: A. Jesus hung on the cross for hours, blood oozing out of His multiple wounds; run-ning down His lascerated back, dripping from His thorn-crowned brow.  His body was racked with excruciating pain from all His bones being torn from their sockets as the cross was raised and dropped into a cavity in the earth.  His breathing was labored and He attempted to suck air into His collapsed lungs and then suddenly His body lurched and thru parched lips and throat He punctuated the silence with the words: "It Is Finished!"

        B. The Question we will attempt to answer is exactly WHAT was finished?

ILLUS: Artists complete great masterpieces but are never satisfied and never consider their life's work FINISHED!  When Jesus put the final brushstroke to the masterpiece of our sal-vation, He cried "FINISHED!"  Nothing needed to be added.

        Farmer witnessing to carpenter who always wanted to add something to the simplicity of salvation.  Farmer asked him to build him a gate for his fence and come and see him hang the gate.  The farmer took an ax and began hack- ing at the beautiful new gate.  "What are you doing?"  "I am going to add a few cuts to your work."  "No need, it is complete."  Farmer ignored him and chopped it here and there.  "You have ruined my work."  "Yes, and you are ruining the Savior's finished work by trying to make your own miserable additions to it."  The Lord used this to show the carpenter his error and he was saved.

TRANS: Christ cried "FINISHED!"  WHAT was finished?
I.  THE SAVIOR'S WORK WAS FINISHED:

ILLUS: He had always spoken of this time as "my hour" and it truly was HIS HOUR ...not man's...not Satan's...but His!  He proved Himself the Victor!

    A. His Life - though perfect - could never save; only His death could do that.

C. His Example - because perfect - could never save; none of us could match His perfection.

ILLUS: One preacher was asked why he always emphasized His death and not His life.  He replied: "Because to ask you to follow in His steps is absurd. Can you take the first step?  His sinless life?"

II. SATAN WAS DEFEATED:

    A. The Ancient Prophecy Was Fulfilled: Gen. 3:15

    B. The NEW TESTAMENT Promise Is Fixed:

Col. 2:14-15  

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

III. SALVATION WAS COMPLETED:

    A. The Single Word Sentence:  "Tetalestai"  "Finished!"

       1. Elsewhere translated: "made an end of" (our sins and guilt)

       2. Also "paid". (the price of our redemption)

       3. Again: "performed" (i.e., the utmost requirements of the Law)

       4. Finally, "accomplished" (His great work of reconciliation)

ILLUS: God gave us many proofs that Christ did indeed finish His work.

   1. Veil in Temple rent: the way to God now open.

   2. Graves opened: victory over death, the wages of sin.

   3. Raised Him from the dead: God accepted His completed work.

   4. Exaltation of Christ: the Father's delight in His Person and Work.

   5. Sent the Spirit: to apply the virtues of His death.

TRANS: Others simply die, He died a Victor!
IV. SUFFERING WAS OVER:

    A. He Would Never Suffer Again at Man's Hands.

Acts 2:23  Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 

    B. He Would Never Suffer Again at God's Hand.

ILLUS: God hates and punishes sin.  Specific sins: Flood...Sodom. All sins...our sins...Calvary.

V.  SYMBOLS WERE SATISFIED:

NOTE: When the substance comes...the shadows flee.  At His death all the symbols and shadows of the OLD TESTAMENT Law and Mosaic economy were dissolved.

      Today, because of their rejection of Christ, the Jew has no Temple, Altar, Sacrifice or Covering for Sin.

VI. THE SCRIPTURES WERE FULFILLED:

NOTE: This last word of Christ is an extension of His first recorded words:  "Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?"
ILLUS: I have gotten a reputation for being somewhat of a fanatic about the Bible...the KJB!  (Not a version, but the Bible!)  But I am not nearly the Fanatic that Jesus was.  HE SAID: "All Scripture is inspired..." HE SAID: "by EVERY WORD that proceedeth out of the mouth of God"  HE SAID: "not one JOT OR TITTLE shall pass away till all be fulfilled."  The letter "O" is a "Q" without the Jot!  (Queen becomes Oueen [?!])  The letter "P" is "R" without the Tittle!  (Ruth becomes Puth [!?])  Suppose Jesus didn't QUITE FINISH His Work on Calvary?

VII. SATISFACTION OF THE LAW'S DEMANDS:

    A. Jesus Kept The Law's Righteous Precepts.

Rom. 7:12  Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

    B. Jesus Endured The Law's Curse and Penalty:

Gal. 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

ILLUS: Free from the Law...O Happy Condition!  Jesus hath bled and there is remission,

Cursed by the Law and dead by the fall CHRIST hath redeemed us once for all!

CONCL: There is so much more in His finished work that we don't have time now to examine.  But it is only His FINISHED work that FINISHES our salvation and makes us fit for heaven.

“THE VIEW FROM THE CROSS”

TEXT: Matthew 27: 35-44

INTRO:  A. Jesus is impaled on a Roman cross.  As He looks down from this primitive, torture 

rack and instrument of capital punishment, a horrific scene unfolds.  There are friends and enemies there, soldiers gambling for His garments, the black-robed priests, women weeping, men cursing and mass confusion in a circus-like atmosphere.  It is execution day for Jesus and for two other enemies of the state.  This was “THE VIEW FROM THE CROSS.”


B. Mostly, we look up to the cross (cf. v.36) - and rightly so - and see our Savior impaled there for our sins, but today, the traditional crucifixion day, we want to see the cross from the Savior’s viewpoint, to see what He saw from His unique vantage point: “THE VIEW FROM THE CROSS.”  Let’s look at what He saw that dark day...

I.  HE SAW JERUSALEM:


A. The City Over Which He Wept:



1. To Jesus Jerusalem was the City of God, the center of Jewish spiritual life.

ILLUS:  No doubt He could even see the beautiful Temple on the top of the Mount as the city and especially the religious Jews observed the high holy day called the Passover.  As He was being slain on the cross, the Passover lambs were being slain on the altar.  He was their true Passover Lamb!  And they had rejected Him.

2. He had only days before marched triumphantly into that holy city proclaimed as the King
of the Jews and their Messiah and wept as He saw the rejecting hearts of those who longed for nothing more than a King to “bail them out” of their political subjugation.

ILLUS:  Jerusalem!  How He longed to see His Govt. set up and man’s Govt. overthrown.  How He longed to see the people with repentant hearts over their sin and wickedness.  How His heart broke over the spiritual blindness that characterized Israel, His people, at this time.  He no doubt remembered the wonderful times when His people did follow God, were obedient to Him, loved
Him and served Him...but not now!

Mt. 23:37-38

37
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

38
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

ILLUS:  I know something of our Savior’s broken heart for His holy city, as I have just returned from Israel and saw that breath-taking view of the old city and went to the old Temple mount and the wailing wall and heard the wailing of a people without a Temple, a sacrifice, a priesthood or a Savior!


Thank God for a few even in Jerusalem who at least felt sorry for our broken-hearted 

Savior.

Lk. 23:26-28

26
 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. 

27
 And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. 

28
 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

II. HE SAW HIS ENEMIES:  


A. Below The Cross His Enemies Gloated In Triumph:

1. There were the Pharisees, chief priests, scribes and elders (the religious elite) mocking Him.  v.39-43

ILLUS:  Today it is the same.  A Jewish Rabbi recently said to me, “I spit on your Jesus!”




2. There were the Roman soldiers, symbolizing the Gentile’s hatred for the Jews.  v.27-






31,35-37 

ILLUS:  Out of this regiment of Jew baiting, Christ hating soldiers, one Centurion and some other soldiers are dramatically converted, when they saw the awesome display of miraculous events surrounding the crucifixion of that central figure.  v.54

III. HE SAW HIS FRIENDS: 

John 19:25

25
  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

Mt. 27:55-56

55
  And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, minis-tering unto him: 

56
  Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children. 

John 19:26

26
  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 


A. A Small Faithful Remnant:



1. It is surprising to see that not one of His Apostles, apart from John is there!

2. It is shocking to see that not any of the great multitudes He fed, healed and exercised compassion upon are there.



3. It is appalling to see that only one friendly male face is in the crowd!

QUOTE: Stalker: “The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ” - “It is said there is no instance in the Gospels of a woman being an enemy of Jesus.  No woman deserted or betrayed, persecuted or opposed Him.  but women followed Him, they ministered to Him of their substance, washed His feet with their tears, they anointed His head spikenard; and now, when their husbands and brothers were hounding Him to death, they accompanied Him with weeping and wailing to the scene of
martyrdom.”
IV. HE SAW HIS COMPANIONS:  v.38 and 44


A. The Two Thieves Or Malefactors:



1. At first,  (v.44) both of them picked up the mocking refrain of Jesus’ enemies.

2. Then suddenly, one of the two men - on his “death bed” - repents and rebukes the other.  John 23:39-43

ILLUS:  This dying man strains his neck muscles to look past Jesus and says to his companion:

“Dost not thou fear God?” (He is doing Jesus’ preaching for Him!), “seeing thou art in the same condemnation?” (Good reasoning!  They are both being crucified.)  “And we indeed justly” (he had just admitted Jesus’ death is unjustly!), “for we received the due reward of 

our deeds, but this Man hath done nothing amiss!”  (There it is again! No fault in Him!) Here is a preacher!  “While the scribes and (religious) ‘fathers’ are changing the Script, and ridiculing God’s Savior, while the he-men are playing a game at the foot of the cross, while Thomas is doubting and Peter is weeping and Judas is swinging from the end of a rope and Mark is
trying to find a new suit of clothes, the dying thief is preaching a sermon! 



3. Jesus’ response is classic: “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in para-



dise.” (NOT the RC: “I say unto thee Today: shalt thou be with me in paradise.”!)

CONCL:  This then was “THE VIEW FROM THE CROSS” as our Savior saw it that day.  

There was at least one bright spot in each of the scenes or groups He saw:  Someone got saved! Someone believed!  



But He also saw beyond the physical into heaven itself!  When He cried: “It is finished!” He was seeing the multitudes who would trust Him over the centuries and accept His shed blood payment for their sins.  He also saw the restoration of His fellowship with His Father that had been temporarily broken due to His bearing of our sin on Him and finally the “My God, My God, why...? became “FATHER, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit...” 

“WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO DIE FOR SIN?”

TEXT:  Lk. 23:33-34,39-43

INTRO:  A.  3 Crosses, 3 men, 3 destinies, 3 messages for us!  One man was dying with sin in him and on him; one was dying with sin in him, but no sin on him;  One was  dying with no sin in Him but sin on Him!  (He is the only One Who could die FOR sin; for the very reason He had no sin in Him!)

B.  One man refused forgiveness;  one man received forgiveness and One  offered forgive-ness.  One man reviled the man on the central cross; one man de-fended Him and called upon Him; that Man promised pardon and paradise!!
TRANS:  Who was this Man on the central cross with no sin in Him Who could offer pardon and paradise to a dying, repentant sinner (criminal, murderer)?!  Who was
this Man Who was dying  for sin?  “WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO DIE FOR SIN?!”

I.  IT MEANS INNOCENCE MUST BECOME GUILTY:

2 Cor. 5:21

21
  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the right-eousness of God in him. 

A.  The One Who Was In The “Form of God” Took On Him the Form of Man:

1.  The One Who “knew no sin” became personally acquainted with sin and its wages.

2.  The One Who was completely innocent (in fact and even in the judgment of His enemies!), now bore the weight and filth of all the sins of mankind!

Rom. 8:3

3
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

a.  “For sin…” speaks of  His death as being substitutionary (in place of others).

b.  “For sin…” speaks of His death as being vicarious (in behalf of others)

John 10:11

11
  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

II.  IT MEANS THE SINLESS MUST BECOME SIN-FULL:

A.  Not In Act, But In Fact!

B.  Not With Sin In Him, But WITHS in On Him!

1.  This means the guilty can be cleared.

2.  This means the prisoner can be set free.

ILLUS:  Florida and other states are turning loose hardened criminals and at least one  serial murderer;  Jesus doesn’t turn criminals loose, He changes them and then sets them free!

3.  This means the defiled can be cleansed.

4.  This means the hell-bound can become heaven-bound.

III.  IT MEANS THE LAMB MUST BECOME THE SACRIFICE:

A.  The Perfect Passover Lamb Became Marred:

Ex. 12:5

5
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 

1.  He had no mar, blemish or sin of His own, but He willingly took ours.

2.  He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities.

B.  The Lamb Slain Before the Foundation of the World, Was Slain in Point of
Time.

C.  The Lamb Slain In God’s Mind, Became Slain in Reality On Calvary.

IV.  IT MEANS LOVE IN THE ABSTRACT BECAME LOVE DEMON-
  STRATED:

ILLUS:  One preacher decided to preach on the love of God and began a search of every   verse in the Bible that mentioned it.  In the 1 st 4 OLD TESTAMENT books of the Bible, the love of God was not mentioned.  In Matthew, and Mark, it is not mentioned.  Luke mentions it once.  But in John 3:16 there is a burst of sunlight in the darkness anticipating the Cross.  That’s “WHAT IT MEANS TO DIE FOR SIN!”

CONCL:  But Christ dying for your sin means nothing and His love for your soul means nothing unless you personally apply, accept and appropriate it!  It is totally meaning- less to the sinner who rejects what Jesus did on the Cross for him or her.  He or she is like the unrepentant sinner on that other cross.  Why not do as the other thief did and ask the Lord to “remember you”?

“…THEY WATCHED HIM THERE”

TEXT:  Matthew 27:31-36

THESIS:  To examine those who were at the Cross when Jesus was crucified.

INTRO:  A.  The song asks “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?”  Perhaps in one sense we were all there, i.e., we were in the mind of our Savior when He died in our place: “When He was on the cross, we were on His mind.”  But historically we were not there.  But our text reveals that there was quite a crowd surrounding the Cross that fateful, dark day.



B.  It is His crucifixion we want to focus on today.  It was a bloody scene and you might wonder why anyone who didn’t have to be there, would come.  But throngs would attend a public execution.  (Our substitutes are bloody sport events, gory movies and TV programs, etc.  The latest BIG “sport” is pro-wrestling, and it does get bloody and violent!  Mankind is notoriously bloodthirsty!)



C.  The text verse is v.36 where it says: “…and sitting down, they watched Him there…” Who was the “they”?  Who was present at the Crucifixion and what exactly were they watch-ing or seeing?

I.  HIS FRIENDS WATCHED HIM THERE:

A. His Mother Saw Her Son There:

1. Mary no doubt felt compelled to be there, as any mother stands watch over a child in crisis.

2. She surely kept a tear-filled vigil as the prophecy of Simeon at the birth of her beloved Son, became a reality.

Luke 2:35

(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

ILLUS:  What was Mary’s thoughts that day?  Was she aware that her Son must die as the Messiah-Redeemer of her people?  Did she really understand the significance of this event?  Or was her mind and heart so clouded with sorrow that she couldn’t comprehend it all?  (One of the strangest omissions of Christ’s passion is the omission of all references to Mary, after His crucifixion!  She plays no part in the accounts of the resurrection, ascension, etc.!)


B.  The Women Saw Their Hope There:  v.55,56

1. I am not sure they had any greater comprehension of Who He really was than His other disciples or followers.

2. But they had learned to love and respect Him and He treated them with a tenderness and respect that they were not accustomed to.

a. Mary Magdelene had been saved from a wicked and sinful past and had a deep love for Him and she no doubt was mourning this unbelievable loss to her with tremendous sorrow.

b. Mary the mother of James and Joses saw Him as a unique Friend and her heart was breaking as she watched His suffering “afar off.”

c. Mary the mother of Zebedee’s children (James and John) who had begged for her sons a position of prominence in His Kingdom had her hopes dashed that black and bleak day.  

ILLUS:  They had all witnessed the horrendous events of that day and felt the earthquake and experienced the thick darkness that shrouded the ghastly scene, and were no doubt in a state of shock and wonder at it all.  

C. John Saw His Beloved Friend There:

1. John is alone among the Apostles and even he had to be experiencing guilt as he too had fled the very night before so as not to be identified with Jesus.

2. But his love brought him out of hiding and drew him to the cross and his beloved Teacher and Master.

ILLUS:  What they all saw was ghastly and gory!  There was the bruised, beaten, battered and bloody body of their friend hanging on the Roman cross for only doing good and serving Jehovah God.  It was too much for them to fathom and the heartache was too much to bear.  To see Him Who was even declared sinless and guiltless by His enemies dying the ignominious death of a common criminal was too much!
D. The Thief Saw His Redeemer There:  “Lord…”

1. If the disciples and friends of Jesus didn’t comprehend what was taking place or what was being accomplished there, this man saw something in the One on that central cross that others had missed.

2. Talk about faith!  Trusting a dying man as your Savior and calling the One Who had been tried, condemned and convicted by the religious leaders of your own nation is beyond comprehension.

3. But when others saw only a condemned man, this condemned man saw a crucified Savior – the fulfillment of all those slain animals on the Temple altar – “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world!”

4. Here was a former enemy converted moments before His last breath!  (Too bad His other enemies didn’t learn from him!)

II.  HIS ENEMIES WATCHED HIM THERE:

A. The Soldiers – Pawns of the Government:  v.35,36

1. For their amusement, while His blood was spurting, the soldiers were gambling for His garments.

ILLUS:  What a sad commentary on the world and the degeneracy of society today!  Men play while souls perish – while THEY perish!

2. But as they watched Him there and as the events of the day unfolded, something reached into their very souls.   v.54

B. The Scribes and Pharisees – Pawns of Religion:  v.39-43

1. It is amazing how religion hardens the heart; the same events which led to the salvation of the thief and the soldiers, mean nothing to these religionists.

2. They had access to the Scriptures and prophecies and this makes them even more culpable and they (as all) will be judged based on the amount of light received and rejected.

ILLUS:  They are condemned and judged by their own religion and their own words.  They mockingly called Him: “Son of God,” “King of the Jews,” “King of Israel,” “chosen of God,” and even spoke of His resurrection.  v.40,42


C.  The Spectators – Pawns of Tradition:   v.39

1. Religion and tradition send more people to hell than night clubs and pornography.

2. They too saw the Savior dying for their sins and because of the religious traditions and concrete-like mind-set couldn’t accept Him as their Lord.

C. The Thief – Pawn of Satan:  v.44

1. The average person doesn’t think for himself – he just parrots the party line; they swallow whatever they are told by the media, leaders, etc.

2. This man mimicked what the others were saying about the Savior and he too died and went to hell!

3. Here was another dupe of the devil, a pawn of Satan, a poor deluded and damned fool.

CONCL:  Here then is what these people saw on that central Cross as “…they watched Him there.”    But the question is what do YOU see there?  Do you see a criminal dying for his crimes or a Savior dying for your sins?  Your viewpoint and what you see determines your eternal destiny.  

“IN THE TOMB…”

TEXT:  Luke 23:45-56

INTRO:    A.  We have gone into the garden with our Savior – a most solemn time.

We have to the cross and witnessed His death – a most gruesome sight.  Now come with me into the tomb – a most somber place.

                B.  The graveyard is never a pleasant place.  It was even less so for the followers of our Savior since they had been convinced that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited Messiah of Israel, their Deliverer, that Great Prophet Who would be greater than Moses, Elijah, King David or John the Baptist.  Their hopes had been dashed as they witnessed His death on the cross and now as they go to the graveyard to watch as His body is anointed for burial and then entombed.  But unknown to them this was merely…

I.  A RESTING PLACE (NOT A ROTTING PLACE):

A. “Low in the Grave He Lay…”

1. It is indeed true – Jesus is dead!

2. It is reality – His body is buried!

ILLUS:   Some have taught that he only passed out on the cross and when His body was placed in the cool tomb, it revived.   But the experts on crucifixion – the Roman soldiers – knew He was dead;  they came to break His legs to hasten His death before the Jewish Sabbath and found Him lifeless!  Others have taught that His body was only a phantom or spirit-thing.  But spirits don’t bleed, suffer, or cry out for relief.  You can’t nail a spirit to anything or bury a spirit.  Yes Jesus is dead and now is buried!

a. But all is not lost, because the Scriptures are true.

b. All is not over, because the prophecies must be fulfilled.

Ps. 16:10

10
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

Acts 2:29-31

Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 

He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

Acts 13:32-37

And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 

ILLUS:   For all but a very, very few, bodies were placed into graves where they have rotted.  Enoch never died but walked right into God’s presence.  Elijah never died but rode into heaven in a chariot of fire.  Jesus is placed in a grave, but His body somehow did not deteriorate during those 3 days and nights.  It refused to corrupt.  The grave was not a rotting place as with others, but a mere resting place. It was also:

II.  A RESURRECTION PLACE (NOT A RESTRAINING PLACE):

A. “Vainly They Watch His Bed…Vainly They Seal the Dead…”

1. Until Jesus death, burial and resurrection the grave was a prison house.

2. But He became the “firstfruits” of our resurrection.

ILLUS:   One of the most fascinating and fantastic Scriptures is to be found in Mt.27, where a strange event is recorded…

Mt.27:50-53

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.  And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,  And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

3. At His death Jesus became a grave-robber!

4. Because of the price He paid on Calvary the grave could no longer restrain the bodies of buried believers.

ILLUS:   The good news is that because of Calvary the grave will no longer be a permanent prison for the bodies of those who died in Christ.  “Because I live, ye shall live also” is the promise of the Savior.

III.  A TEMPORARY TOMB (NOT A PERMANENT HOME):

A. “Death Cannot Keep His Prey…He Tore The Bars Away…”

1. Gethsemane was a somber place.

2. Calvary was a solemn place.

3. The cemetery was a secured place…but only for 3 days and nights!!!!!

ILLUS:   Thank God for “the rest of the story!”  The hymn doesn’t end with the tomb, nor does the story of redemption end in the grave.  The hymn ends on a victorious note and says “Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;  He arose a Victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever with His saints to reign;  He arose!  He arose!  Hallelujah!  Christ arose!

CONCL:   Traditionally in some churches on Good Friday the figure of Christ (?), is removed from the cross and paraded thru the streets in a solemn procession.  Then it is nailed back on the cross!!!!  Thank God the cross is empty, because the tomb is empty!  “He is not here, He is risen!” as He said!  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Easter

"DEAD, BURIED and ALIVE!"

TEXT: I Cor. 15:1-8

THESIS: To show how wrong everyone was to pronounce Jesus dead...He Who was life could not stay dead.

INTRO: A. When someone dies someone - doctor, coronor or other official - must pronounce him or her dead.  There have been cases - even recently - where horrifying mistakes have been made.  Coffins are dug up with the inside lining clawed to shreds by the "dead" person trying to escape.  "Corpses" have suddenly sat up in hospital beds and asked for something to eat or while being prepared for embalming the "cadaver" asks "Where am I?"
B. A premature pronouncement of Jesus' death took place on Good Friday Not that He wasn't really dead...He was.  It was just that He had repeatedly promised that He wouldn't stay dead...and He didn't.  He had told His followers that He would die shortly.  He hadn't done anything worthy of death, but He knew He would die.  He knew He would die soon, that He would be falsely accused, that He should be scourged.  He knew the city where He would die, that the religious leaders would be instrumental in His death, that one of His hand-picked disciples would betray Him and He knew He would die by crucifixion - a Roman method of execution for non-Roman criminals of the very worst type.

I.  CRUCIFIXION DAY (THE DARK DAY OF HIS DEATH):

    A. The Roman Soldiers Pronounced Him Dead:

1. The callous, professional soldiers, gamblers at the foot of His cross...those who drove the spikes in His quivering hands and pain jerked feet and were splattered by His sinless blood said "He is dead!"

    B. The Jeering Crowds Pronounced Him Dead:

1. The frenzied mob of pleasure seekers and pleasure drunk, mindless mass of humanity who treated crucifixion as we treat a sporting event said: "He is dead!"  (That's because it's Crucifixion Day!)

    C. The Puppet Procurator Pilate Pronounced Him Dead: (Mk. 15:44)

1. He who had a chance to befriend Jesus and release Him but chose the friendship of Caesar over the King of Kings, called one of his centurions to inquire about Jesus' crucifixion as said: "He is dead!" (That's because it's Crucifixion Day!)

D. The Roman Centurion Who Supervised the Gory Scene at Calvary Pronounced Him Dead: (Lk. 23:47)

1. This hardened veteran heard His final cries of agony and recognized Him as the Son of God said: "He is dead!" (...Crucifixion Day!)

    E. The Superstituous Saducees Pronounced Him Dead:

1. They who had ignored His claims to Deity, rejected the supernatural and scorned any hope of everlasting life said "Good riddance, He is dead!"   (...Crucifixion Day!)

    F. The Pathetic Pharisees Pronounced Him Dead:

1. These prating religious pretenders with gloating gladness in triumphant tones said: "He is dead!"  (...Crucifixion Day!)

    G. The High Priest Caiaphas Pronounced Him Dead:

1. He whose envy had blinded him to the Scriptures and their prophecies of the Messiah, who oversaw the sacrifices in the Temple which pictured the One hanging on the Cross that day said: "He is dead!" (...Crucifixion Day!)

    H. Night-Visitor Nicodemus and Just Joseph of Arimathaea Pronounced Him Dead:

       1. The man to whom Jesus spoke of being born-again and Jesus' rich friend

          and follower both said: "He is dead!"   (...Crucifixion Day!)

    I. His Human Mother Mary Pronounced Him Dead:

1. With hot scalding tears streaming down her face, and the prophesied sword of Simeon piercing her heart, she watched the life-blood and life-giving blood pouring from His wounds and she cried: "He is dead!"  (...Crucifixion Day!)

    J. His Despairing Disciples Pronounced Him Dead:

1. Those who knew Him most intimately, loved Him most deeply, were now in hiding, disappointed in Him and in themselves had given up hope of deliverance from Rome and forgot His promises of a greater deliverance, said: "He is dead!"  (...Crucifixion Day!)

2. "Him who is to history's best character as light to darkness, as blessing to cursing, as a lily to a thistle, as snow to soot, as Heaven to earth, as holiness to sin, as life to death they named as a dead man."  R.G. Lee

QUOTE: "Then in upper rooms, in dark retreats, in secret hiding places, be- hind locked doors, on lonely roads, His followers, in fear said "We hoped it was He Who would have redeemed Israel.

        "Hearing terrors very near in every sound, seeing lurking foes in every shadow, startled at the sound of every unfamiliar voice, they found their mental geography changed.  "A huge chasm - a chasm vast, abysmal, dark, deep - yawned between them and their fondest hopes.  "The throne of their Beloved had disappeared in a tomb. "His Kingdom had shrunk to the narrow dimensions of a grave. "His regal robes were now as shroud.  "His only scepter - a weed, with which they smote Him on the head.  "His only crown - a crown of thorns. "His only coronation acclaim, the spit they flung through sneering lips, their contempt materialized into a liquid.

         "His only throne - a blood splotched cross.

         "His only emblems of royal insignia - the marks of the scourge upon His naked back.

         "His only inaugural speeck - a lonely cry.

         "His only coronation companions - two thieves.

         "His only reign - the six hours of torture on the bloody tree.

         "His only cup -  a sponge filled withvinegar and gall."  R.G. Lee
They didn't say it in so many words...but they thought it.  "He is dead!" And He WAS dead!  And He WAS buried...but that's because it's Crucifixion Day!

II. RESURRECTION DAY (THE RESPLENDENCE OF HIS RESURRECTION):

    A. He Died "According to the Scriptures"  v.3

    B. He Was Buried "According to the Scriptures"  v.4

    C. He Is Alive Forevermore "According to the Scriptures'  v.4

1. Peter (Cephas) who denied Him withcursings during his trial and went into hiding dur-ing His crucifixion saw the resurrected Savior:  (That's because it's Resurrection Day!) v.5a

2. His disciples ("the twelve" - now "the eleven"!) who had fled from Him during His hour of greatest need and lonliness had the resurrected Savior appear to them: (That's because it's Resurrection Day!) v.5b

3. 500 of His followers who were fearful that all was lost and that they too might be cruci-fied with him, who had gone underground, perplexed and apprehensive on Crucifixion had the living Christ appear to them: (That's because it's Resurrection Day!)  v.6

ILLUS: These who feared for their lives were still alive at the time of the documentation when Paul penned this epistle and were now living on the hope of His resurrection and eternal life.  Others had since passed away ("fallen asleep") and found that death was no longer an enemy, but a friend!

4. Even Paul, who had not had the privilege of the other Apostles of ministering with the Savior during His earthly ministry had Christ appear to Him in His resurrected form: (that's because it's Resurrection Day!)  v.8

CONCL: What a difference these days make!  Are you living in the blackness and bleakness of Crucifixion Day or the brightness and glory of Resurrection Day?!  You too must die with Christ if you are to experience Resurrection life.  "DEAD, BURIED and ALIVE! should be your epitaph too!

"HAVE YOU BEEN RESURRECTED YET?"

TEXT: Col. 3:1-14

THESIS: To show some of the results of Christ's resurrection for Christian living today.

INTRO: A. If the resurrection of Christ is only some past, interesting, miraculous curiosity and not an event which produces "resurrection results" for today, it is of little value to us.  But the New Testament carefully documents the resurrection of Christ to be of permanent and para-mount significance to  

1) salvation ("If Christ be not risen, ye are yet in your sins") and 

2) the power to live the Christian life ("that I may know Him and the power of His   resur-rection").

        B. But the most significant of doctrines relating to the res. Of Christ has to do with our present (and future) resurrection.  Our present res. deals with holy living and our future res. deals with where we will live and how. Christ was the "first-fruits" of our resurrection.

TRANS: We will attempt to "search the Script." to see how pracitcal the res. of Christ is to us today and what results it should bring to us...
I.  RESURRECTION:  V.1

    A. One Part of the Believer Remains Dead!  (v.3)

1. There is nothing we can do to improve or "resurrect" the old man... he must be reckoned dead!  "flesh...no good thing"

       2. That which is dead is corrupt and purified.

    B. The Other Part of the Believer is "Quickened" or Made Alive "withChrist".v.1

       1. We share in His resurrection both now and later.

       2. We symbolize this death and resurrection in baptism:  2:12-13

    C. The Part of the Believer Which is "Out of the Grave" Needs to Focus on

       His Affections "above":

       1. This deals with concentration.

       2. This has to do with heart-control.  "affections"

       3. This has to do with mind-control.

ILLUS: We only excel in that which we focus our concentration upon.  We are to focus on the new life, not on the dead corpse we are dragging around.

       4. The direction of our gaze must be "above"  v.1-2

          a. The "New Jerusalem" is above,

          b. The Throne of God is above,

          c. The departed saints are above,

          d. The Lord Jesus Christ is above,

          e. The rewards of faithful service are above,

          f. The eternal truths of God's Word are above,

          g. The "good and perfect gifts" from God are above,

          h. Many of our loved ones are above,

          i. Many little infants who died are above.

ILLUS:  Dr. Lee Roberson had a little girl named "Joy" who died at age 4 (?). Since that time his entire ministry has been focused above.  (Camp Joy is named after her.)

         "Above" is "up"!  Straight past Alpha Draconis.  Above is heaven. Like Daniel we should keep our windows open toward (New) Jerusalem!
Ps. 48:2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

Is. 14:13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 

       4. The bels. concentration must be heaven, not earth, spatial, not terrestrial.

ILLUS: "Where your TREASURE is, there will your HEART be also."  It is "where Christ is seated on the right hand of God."  It is the "Outer Space Connection!!  Every Christian should be an "astronaut" engaged in research in- to outer space.

        One young man found $5 on the ground, so he spent the next 30 years hunting for $5 bills on the ground.  He lost the glory of the sun and stars, the beauty around him, the smiles of friends and the confidence of loved ones.  He found a total of 29,000 buttons, 50,000 cigarette butts, 4000 pins, 20 empty wallets, $89.00 in coins, $120.00 in bills, 35 pocket combs, 12 pencils, 8 pens and 600 "unmentionables."  He inherited a bent back, a miserly disposition and a set of trifocals.  "Set YOUR affection on things ABOVE."  Christianity must not be a sideline!

II. MORTIFICATION:  v.5

    A. "Mortify" Means To Put to Death or "Murder":

ILLUS: The RCC does an annual business of thousands of $ on the sale of course cloth, braid-ed whips, crowns of thorns and chains to "penitents" who wish to "mortify" the flesh.  They think "mortify" means "do penance" or asceticism   or celibacy.  They take "vows of poverty ...celibacy...silence..." etc. "Mortify" does not mean flaggelation, mutilation, isolation, maso-chism or emasculation.

       1. "Mortify" means to eliminate the sins listed: cf. v.8-10

           a. Unlike those who are unsaved who cater to these lusts.

           b. Note the punishment assigned there: "the wrath of God"

III. TRANSFORMATION: v.12

    A. Things We Are To "Put On" Because of Our Resurrection and Mortification:

1. Mercies, kindness, humbleness of MIND, meekness, longsuffering (matches the fruit of the Spirit)  v.12

       2. The new man, Christ, "after the image of Him..."  v.10

       3. Love: v.14

       4. The whole armor of God:  Eph.6

    B. Things We Are To "Put Off" Because of Our Res. and Mortification:

       1. Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication.  v.8

       2. The old man....with his lusts and sin.

       3. Our former conversation.  Eph. 4:22

CONCL: The results of resurrection include:

    
1. RESURRECTION for us: we are raised witha new focus: "above".

    
2. MORTIFICATION of our flesh: We are dead to sin and alive to Christ.

3. TRANSFORMATION of our life: We are to put off, like a filthy garment our old man of sin and put on, like a robe washed white, our new man, Christ.

QUESTIONS: Where is YOUR focus?  Heaven or earth? Where is YOUR life?  In the grave with Christ or being drug around with you?

           Which are YOU  wearing?  The garments spotted by the flesh, or the clean robes of righteousness provided in Christ?

 “UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE!”

TEXT: Luke 24:1-8

THESIS:  To show the significance of the Resurrection of our Savior.
INTRO:  A. This week’s NEWSWEEK magazine (4/8/96), has a feature cover story entitled:

 “Rethinking The Resurrection - A New Debate About The Risen Christ.”  That’s equivalent

to rethinking your birth!  It is an established fact of history - there is nothing to “rethink”!  

ILLUS:  In this blasphemous article they ask questions like “Does Christianity owe its origins to the Resurrection?... “Must a Christian believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection?”  The article states that “...For answers, the scholars...apply the critical tools of today: text chopping, psychological
speculation and colleague bashing.”  The article goes on: “Of the dozens of recent books denying the resurrection stories, many are written by liberal scholars who think the time has come to replace the ‘cultic’ Jesus of Christian worship with the ‘real’ Jesus unearthed by academic research.”



Also:  “...they hope to show that belief in the bodily resurrection of Jesus is a burden to the 

Christian faith and deflects attention from his role as a social reformer.” 



More: German New Testament scholar Gerd Ludemann... “argues that Jesus’ body ‘rotted away’ in the tomb (and) the Risen Christ that appeared to ...Peter,...was a subjective ‘vision’ produced by Peter’s overwhelming grief and ‘guilt’ for having denied Jesus... (and Paul’s) vision of the Risen Christ was the resolution of an unconscious ‘Christ complex’.”  Further: “...Jesus appearance to ‘more than 500’ followers was a ‘mass ecstasy.’  In short, modern psychology reduces the Risen Christ to a series of interpsychic experiences.”  Lastly, John Crossan, biblical “scholar” at De Paul Univ. in Chicago and “a former R.C. priest, the tomb of Jesus was indeed empty.  the reason: his body had already been devoured by wild dogs...”!  Proof for any of this?  Don’t be ridiculous!  They have no proof, they don’t even have a Bible!   This is the same bunch we find in 
Mt. 28:11-15!



B. I like the Bible’s simple explanation better, as the angels spoke to the women at the tomb that first Easter morning: “...Why seek ye the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen.”  To the scholars I would say “Why seek ye the dead among the living?”

TRANS:  This Easter Morning I offer you 3 Biblical proofs for the resurrection of Christ, though the Bible gives many more...
I.  THE CROSS IS EMPTY:   Lk. 23:50-56  “Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior, waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord...”


A. Because The Atonement Was Completed:  “It is finished!”

Acts 13:29

29
And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. 



1. He was on the cross and He did die!  It’s true.



2. But He was taken off the cross and buried - entombed for 3 days and nights.




a. But He died once - never to die again.




b. He is no longer on the cross - His sacrifice was complete!

ILLUS:  Herein lies the great chasm between Bible-believers and the Roman Church and even most
Protestant theologies.  They maintain that Christ’s death does not relieve the individual of making satisfaction for sins as well.  They teach that sins committed after baptism, though the eternal punishments are cared for, “require the making of satisfaction by the indiv. himself either in this life (thru a faithful use of the sacraments and by a meritorious life) or else in purgatory.”



Biblically, the satisfaction of Christ’s atonement was so perfect and final that it leaves no

penal liability for the sin of the believer.  (Chastisement is for discipline only, for growth.)

Rom. 8:1a

1
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus...




c. The crucifix, the continual sacrifice of the Mass, the perpetual works to merit God’s




grace(!), the sacramental system, all deny the completed work of Christ on the cross.

II. THE TOMB IS VACANT:  Lk. 24:1-12  “Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus my Savior; vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord...


A. Because The Atonement Was Accepted:  

Acts 1:2-3

2
Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 

3
To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 



1. The resurrection is one of the best documented facts of history!

NOTE:  The words “infallible proofs” in the KJB are knocked out of every other version on the market today.  But the Greek text says: “texmarion” (“sure” or “infallible proofs”).  The NIV says “convincing proofs” (I’ve seen stage magicians who can “convince” folks that people

can float, fly, get cut in half and restored, etc.  Sorry, wrong number!)  The TLB says “proved

many ways” (I can offer you documented “proof” that I am not who I am with some counter-

feit documents.  Sorry, too weak!)  Let’s try the ASV; it says “many proofs” and leaves out 

the translation of the Greek word altogether (I can get a dozen charismatics to “prove” that 

they speak in tongues, just like in the Bible - but they don’t! (Sorry, I’m not that gullible!)


What other disputed event in human history was as well documented with “many infallible

proofs” like the Resurrection of Christ from the dead?




1. The body guarded by crack Roman Legionairres was missing from the tomb!




2. Those most anxious to recover the body never did.




3. The body was seen by more than 500 witnesses.




4. If it was stolen, whoever stole it had the power to hypnotize the Roman guards long




enough to get away with the crime.




5. If it was stolen, the stupid thief wasted 15 precious minutes unwinding the body and




folding up the grave clothes in a neat little pile!

6. If it was stolen, the Roman Govt. and the Jewish Sanhedrin could not find it in 40 years
 even thought the integrity of both was at stake!



7. If it arose only “spiritually” it could still eat and drink!

8. It had “flesh and bones” and testified of its own resurrection 40 days after it came out of the grave!



2. The reason why the body was not in the tomb was because the atonement Christ made




on the Cross was accepted as “payment in full” for the sins of mankind, not because




some dogs ate the body!

III.  THE THRONE IS OCCUPIED:  Luke 24:50-53

“Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus my Savior; He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord... He lives forever with His saints to reign...!”


A. Because The Atonement Was Sufficient:

1. God has elevated His Son to the most prominent place in the universe - at His right hand.

Acts 2:32-34

32
  This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

33
 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

34  For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

Acts 7:55-56

55
  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

56
  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 

Rom. 8:34

34
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

Eph. 1:20

20
Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

Col. 3:1

1
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

Heb. 1:3

3
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

Heb. 8:1

1
Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 

Heb. 10:12

12
 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

Heb. 12:2

2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

1 Pet. 3:22

22
Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. 



2. Oh yes!  God has accepted Christ’s Atonement and has resurrected Him from the dead



and has exalted Him above all the creatures in the universe.

CONCL: Hey “scholar” - The Cross Is Empty, proving the Atonement is completed. Hey “professor” -The Tomb Is Vacant, proving the Atonement is accepted. Hey  “Liberal” -The Throne Is Occupied, proving the Atonement is sufficient.

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?  He is not here (on the cross or in the tomb), but is risen...!”  Hallelujah!  Christ Arose!

“IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN?”

TEXT:  Job 14:14

THESIS:  To show that science, education, history and experience conclude that when a man dies that ends all, but God’s Word says that is not so!

INTRO:  A.  The answer to this question is the heart of Christianity.  While most cults (J.W.’s, Christian Scientists, etc.) deny eternal life and heaven, and most religions (Islam, Buddhism, Confucianism, Animism, etc.) all speak of some kind of after life, they are usually dealing withreincarnation into some other form of life, not resurrection and eternal life.

This age old question of our text is called “The question all men were born to answer” by Dr. Hyman Appleman, the late evangelist.  The first part of the question is certain, i.e., man shall die!  Ben Franklin said:  “Death takes no bribes.” Someone else correctly noted “Death takes no vacations.”  Experience tells us that death is no respecter of persons.  Babies die, children die, teens die, young adults die, the middle aged die, seniors die.  Go to the cemetery and read the tomb stones.  Go to God’s Word and read “It is appointed unto men once to die…”  

TRANS:  But we want to examine the whole statement today.  We know the fact of the first part of the question, i.e., men die.  What we want to know is “IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN?!”  If the answer is no, then Easter Sunday is a hoax, Jesus did not rise from the dead and we are of all men most miserable.  But how can we know.  What is the answer?

I.  EXPERIENCE SAYS NO!  

A.  Our Loved Ones Die and They Are Gone! (“If a man die, shall he live again?”)

ILLUS:  My father died two years ago.  I can’t visit him anymore.  My mother lives in a lonely apartment with his pictures everywhere, but she can’t talk to him, fellowship with him.  She sleeps alone in a single bed now.  

B.  We Hear The Screech Of Tires and The Crash of Metal and The Ambulance Siren!


  (“If a man die, shall he live again?!”)

C.  We Drive Past The Hospital, the Nursing Home, The Mortuary, The Cemetery! (“If a man die, shall he live again?!”)  EXPERIENCE SAYS NO!

II.  HISTORY SAYS NO!

A.  Where Are The Great Pharoahs Of Egypt?   -?

B.  Where Are The Great Ceasars Of Rome?   -?

C.  Where Are The Great Conquerers Of History?    -?

D.  Where Are The Great Presidents Of America?    -?

ILLUS:  When JFK went into the White House (not counting Jackie’s fortune) his net worth was 40 million dollars.  Later his father Joe Kennedy gave each of his children 10 million dollars (from his illegal booze fortune).  He had 50 million dollars! But a single bullet was able to smash through the 50 million dollars.  “If a man die, shall he live again?!”  HISTORY SAYS NO!

III.  SCIENCE SAYS NO!



A.  Your Heart Stops On The Operating Table!  (“If a man die, shall he live again?)

ILLUS:  The Doctor may use the paddles to restart your heart, or he may give you CPR, or massage your heart after a few seconds or even minutes.  But let him work on that heart 30 minutes after it stops.  (“If a man die, shall he live again?!”)   SCIENCE SAYS NO!


B.  The Doctor Examines Us and He Suddenly Becomes Sober.  (“If a man die…?”)

ILLUS:  A noted Doctor/Scientist boarded a small boat to cross a river down south. He engaged his teen aged pilot in conversation.  He asked “Did you ever finish school?” The boy said he had to quit in 7th grade.  The Scientist replied “You’ve missed ½ of your life.”  He then asked, “Have you ever studied science?”  The boy continued to paddle the boat and replied that he hadn’t.  The Scientist said: “You’ve missed ½ of your life.”  The boy, paddling harder, asked the scientist “Do you know how to  swim?”  The Scientist said sheepishly that he didn’t know how.  The boy replied,


“Then you done missed all your life, cause this here boat is sinking!”  “If a man die, shall he live again?”  SCIENCE SAYS NO!  (But of course there are literally miles of book shelves in the Lourve museum of outdated science books.

C.  The Evolutionist Says We Evolved From Lower Forms and We Will Continue To Evolve…Then Just Die Like Any Other Animal. (“If a man die…?”)

ILLUS:  Not all scientists are evolutionists!  Dr. Raymond Damadian the inventor of Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) machines is a Christian and a creationist.  He says: “The truth is: One has to be brutally honest about science and in my opinion it’s incompatible to be a scien-tist and an evolutionist.”

III.  EDUCATION SAYS NO!

A.  Intellectualism Says No!

ILLUS:  But let’s examine education’s track record.  The highest drug addiction rate among young people in our history; the highest teen-pregnancy rate; the highest suicide rate, the highest violence rate, etc.  Instead of prayer, Bible reading, decency and morality, we have immorality, impurity, impudence, AIDS, STD’s, condoms and sex education in the classroom, New Ageism, evolution, etc.



Here’s how education handles the child’s rhyme “Three Blind Mice.”  “A trio of sightless rodents, A trio of sightless rodents…Perceive the unusual manner in which they proceed to scamper about, (again), They aggresively pursue the agriculturalist’s spouse, Who severed their extemities with a carving utensil…Have you ever observed such an unusual phenomenon as this trio of sightless rodents?”



“If a man die, shall he live again?”  EDUCATION SAYS NO!

TRANS:  Experience says no!  History says no!  Science says no!  Education says no! Observa-tion says no!  The funeral parlor says no!  Embalming fluid says no!  

IV.  GOD’S WORD SAYS YES!

NOTE:  Job’s argument in this chapter sounds as if he too says no, but we need to read his conclusion in the latter part of the verse where he says:  “…all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.”  Listen again to Job…

Job 19:23-27

23
 Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! 

24
 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever! 

25
 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 

26
 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

27
 Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me. 


Listen to the words of God from the mouth of Jesus…

John 11:25-26

25
  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

26
  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 


But why should anyone believe God’s Word over experience, history, science, education, cemeteries, etc.?

A.  Because God’s Word Is God Speaking:

1.  While science is formulating another theory to replace the old one, God’s Word never changes.

2.  While the promises and prophecies of men fail, God’s Word and its promises and prophecies have never failed and cannot fail.

B.  Because God’s Men Have Raised The Dead:

1.  Elijah raised the widow’s son.  

1 Kings 17:22

22
And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 

2.  Elisha raised the Shunammite woman’s son.

2 Kings 4:35

35
  Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 

3.  Peter raised Dorcas.  (Acts 9:36-43)

C.  Because Jesus Proved He Could Raise The Dead:

1.  He raised Jairus’ daughter.  (Mark 5:41)

2.  He raised the widow’s son at Nain.  (Lk. 7:11-15)

3.  He raised his friend Lazarus. (John 11:43,44)

D.  Because Christ Arose!

ILLUS:  Often people say I would believe in Heaven and a life after death or in the resurrec-tion if only someone died and came back to tell us about it.  Someone has!  In fact quite a number have.  But the most important One with information about what happens after death and who answered with authority the question Job posed centuries
ago: “If a man die, shall he live again?” is our Savior!

ILLUS:  A Moslem said to a Christian:  “We have something you don’t have.”  “What is that?” asked the Christian.  We have a body and you only have an empty tomb.” Praise the Lord that’s true!  That’s the difference with Christianity and all other religions and religious leaders.

CONCL:  The official seal of Spain before Columbus sailed in 1492 was “NOTHING BE-YOND.”  The idea was that Spain was the last westward spot on the globe before a vast nothingness.  When Columbus brought back gold, spices and natives from the new world to prove his discoveries, the old motto was changed to a new one:  MORE BEYOND.”  

Before Jesus became the firstfruits of our resurrection the grave was the end, but now there is “MORE BEYOND.”
 “THE STONE WAS ROLLED AWAY”

TEXT: Matthew 28:1-7

THESIS:  To speak about the stone which was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb and what it

symbolizes.

INTRO:  A.  The order of events seems to be that Jesus is raised from the dead sometime before daylight on that first Easter Sunday morning.  Mary Magdalene and another Mary arrive about 6AM at the tomb.  Suddenly the ground beneath their feet begins to quake.  An shining angel descends from above and with super human strength breaks the seal the Roman Govt. had placed upon it and rolls the stone away, then as
if to celebrate his triumph, sits on the stone.  The guards at the tomb are so awe struck, they collapse.  The women are addressed by the angel and told that Jesus is no longer among the dead, but is alive once more.  He further instructs them to inform the disciples.

I would like to call the stone which failed to seal the tomb, to witness of Jesus’ resurrection this morning.  Jesus told his disciples on Palm Sunday that if the people did not proclaim Him their Messiah on that day that the stones would have cried out to witness for Him.  Let’s see what this stone has to say…

I.  A DOOR IS OPENED:

A.  The Door Of The Tomb Is Removed!

1.  Here then is a doorway without a door.

2.  The death house of our Savior was firmly secured by a huge stone, which has now been set aside.

3.  This empty doorway speaks to us of the fact that death’s ancient prison house is with-out a barrier; the saints shall pass in, but they shall not be shut in!

ILLUS:  It wasn’t a dead man who walked out of the empty tomb, it was the living Savior!  The door wasn’t rolled away to let Jesus out, but to let the witnesses in!

Recently one of our members was witnessing to a Catholic priest.  The priest showed him a “tomb” where, he said, Rome had sent some of the remains of our Savior’s body.  The chal-lenge was thrown out that if Jesus is risen, there are no 
“remains”!  This man also asked the priest to open the “tomb” to see some of
the body of our Savior.  (If even a finger bone of our Savior was left in that original tomb, He is NOT risen!  And we are yet in our sins!)

Like Samson who tore the gates of Gaza, posts, bar and all, away and left the stronghold of the Philistines open and exposed, so has it the grave door been torn away by our Savior.  The city of death and Hell has been invaded and the door has been torn asunder and is henceforth bereft of power against the believer!

4.  If Jesus had not paid in full our sin debt, He would have continued to be
a captive of the grave, but “He is not here, He is risen!”

5.  Our sins were the great stone which shut the mouth of His sepulcher, but He has torn away the door and death is no longer a dark dungeon and ante chamber of hell; but rather a perfumed bedchamber and vestibule of heaven!

QUOTE:  Spurgeon:  “…as surely as Jesus rose, so must His people leave the dead; there is nothing to prevent the resurrection of the saints.  The stone which could keep us in the prison has been rolled away.  Who can bar us in when the door itself is gone?”

POEM:  Who shall rebuild for the tyrant his prison?  The sceptre lies broken that fell from his hands; The stone is removed; the lord is arisen: The helpless shall soon be released from their bands.

II.  A MEMORIAL IS SET UP:

ILLUS:  Stones are often used as memorials.  After Joshua did what Moses was not permitted to do, and crossed over into the Promised Land, he set up to rock piles to witness to future generations of God’s power and victory.  The stone rolled away from Christ’s tomb testifies also of God’s power and victory.

A.  The Wall Becomes A Witness:

1.  The stone was erected as a wall to keep Christ in the tomb and to keep others out, but rolled aside from its position of separation, it witnesses to His power

2.  The angel sits atop the stone to invite all to come in to witness the miracle of the resurrection.

3.  The stone says:  “Here my Master conquered hell and death!  Come and see!”

4.  If the Master is risen, there is the promise that we will share in His victory!

ILLUS:  That stone which was to seal the dead inside has now been rolled aside and proclaims His freedom from death, corruption and hell.  It shouts of the power and victory Christ had over the grave.  It is an eternal witness to His resurrection and consequently to ours.  

III.  A REST IS PROVIDED:

A.  The Angel Sitting Atop The Stone Speaks Of Rest:

1.  The angel sits there silently breathing defiance to the Jews and their misguided zeal, to the Roman soldiers and their power and to any who would roll back that stone to seal His tomb, if they can or if they dare!

2.  The angel also quietly sits there beckoning to the believer and whispering  “The Master’s work is done, come hither and rest also.”

ILLUS:  Do you mourn departed loved ones who were saved?  The stone and its sitting angel tells you they are resting awaiting their resurrection.  Are you soon expecting to strike your earthly tent, is the death angel hovering near your home?  Then take heart, death has lost its terror because of the empty tomb of our Savior!  He has left the dead, no more to die!  And because He lives you shall live also!
IV.  A FOUNDATION IS LAID:

A.  The Resurrection Is The Foundation Of Our Faith:

1.  The fact of the resurrection is the keystone of Christianity.

2.  Disprove the resurrection of Christ and Christianity is a cruel hoax.

1 Cor. 15:14-20

14
  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

15
  Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 

16
  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

17
  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

18
  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

19
  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

20
  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

1 Cor. 15:55

55
  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

ILLUS:  Do you place your entire dependence upon the merits of His shed blood which is certified by His resurrection?  Then you have a foundation which is sure and secure. If you are building upon any other foundation, it is mere shifting sand and your hopes will be dashed.  There is nothing beyond death and the grave for you but eternal emtiness, torment and hell fire!

V.  A BOUNDARY IS ESTABLISHED:

A.  There Are 2 Sides To The Stone Rolled Away:

1.  On one side are the guards who fall as dead men, in fear of what they have witnessed!  V.4

2.  On the other side are the timid, trembling women invited by the angel seated on top of that stone, “Fear not…”  v.5,6

3.  That stone rolled away becomes the boundary between the living and the dead the seekers and the scoffers, the believers and the unbelievers, the seekers and the
haters.

4.  To His enemies His resurrection is a “stone of stumbling and a rock of offense

5.  To His followers His resurrection makes Him the Head of the Corner.

ILLUS:  The resurrection acts much like the pillar which the Lord placed between Israel and Egypt; it was darkness for Egyptians, but light and comfort for God’s own.

6.  His resurrection is the promise of every believer’s resurrection to eternal life, because they are on the right side of that stone.

7.  But what fear should grip the soul of those on the other side of that stone; there is nothing to look forward to but a resurrection to eternal death.

CONCL:  That stone rolled away by the angel and upon which he sat is a sure prophecy of doom for the unsaved and delight for the saved.  O thank God for the empty tomb! Thank God “THE STONE HAS BEEN ROLLED AWAY!”


You don’t have to believe it, but you will pay the consequences.  The 883 ft.
Titanic on its maiden voyage hit an iceberg, but this was “the ship that couldn’t sink so even though the damage was severe, the crew didn’t believe it would be disastrous, and the band played on while the passengers continued drinking, reveling and
dancing.  If only the White Star Line had put enough lifeboats aboard.  If only the
crew had believed the severity of the damage.  If only the people had believed the gravity of the situation and headed immediately to the life boats.  If only…  They
didn’t believe, in spite of the facts, so they had to pay the consequences.  One day you too will say “If only…” if you don’t believe now.  “THE STONE HAS BEEN ROLLED AWAY!” FOR YOU!  Believe it!







“CAESAR’S POWER VS. THE SAVIOR’S POWER”

TEXT:  Mt. 27:62-66 and 28:1-10

THESIS:  To compare the power of an earthly King with the power of the King of Kings.

INTRO:  A.  An interesting conversation between Pontius Pilate, ruler of Israel, and our Savior took place before the Lord was crucified.  The subject was power.  Pilate asserted his power over Jesus’ life and Jesus responded with the statement that Pilate could have no power at all unless delegated from God.

John 19:10-11

10
  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 

11
  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

B. Of course Pilate’s power came from the Roman Govt. and Caesar.  Jesus’ power came from God.  Later Jesus would declare to His disciples “All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth…” Mt. 28:18  To demonstrate his power (Caesar’s power) Pilate put the seal of Caesar on Jesus’ tomb after His crucifixion.  The question was: whose power would prevail?  It was “CAESAR’S POWER VS. THE SAVIOR’S POWER”…

I.  THE POWER OF CAESAR:


A. The Priests and the Procurator:  v.62

NOTE:  It is interesting that when Jesus was crucified His enemies remembered His promise of resurrection (v.63), but His friends had forgotten it.  It is also striking that His enemies knew that if His disciples could preach later about a risen Savior, then the message would have such power that there would be no way to stop it.  So the religionists came to Pilate and asked him to seal the tomb with the authority of Caesar, the seal of the Roman Empire.  It was earthly power against the power of heaven.

1. Enemies often unite against a common foe.

2. Religion and politics are “strange bedfellows” indeed, but both are antagonistic against Christ.

ILLUS:  Isn’t it interesting that the liberals who deny the bodily resurrection of Christ still observe it by having Easter services and weekly Sunday services?!  Isn’t it strange that politicians who want to deny us our constitutional rights and have kicked the Bible and prayer out of school, open their legislative bodies daily with prayer and ask people to swear on a Bible in court?  This week our President asked us to pray for our troops in the Kosovo conflict!

3. Religion and politics are the 2 most important topics on the planet.
ILLUS:  The average unsaved person will state “I never talk religion or politics” when you try to witness to him, But “true religion” from the Bible is what he needs most, and Govt. (God’s) is the theme of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation!
B. The Pharisees and Pilate:  v.62b,63

1. The Pharisees believed in resurrection, yet did what they could to prevent Christ’s resurrection.

Acts 23:8

8
For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 

2. Pilate was a practical atheist or at least an agnostic, but he is beginning to waver and cooperates with these religionists.

a. Note his words in v.65:  “make it as sure as ye can…”

b. He does not seem to be to sure of himself!

ILLUS:  He is not saying:  “Hey guys, I’m in this with you, I don’t want any false doctrine spread in my jurisdiction.”  The implication is:  “Go and do whatever you can, little boys, but personally, I think He is going to come out!”  Pilate has been warned by his wife, been witnes-sed to by Christ, examine Him and concluded He had done nothing wrong, had heard the Jewish prophecies, felt the earthquake and seen noon become midnight, heard about the conversion of the Centurion and was beginning to doubt his own infidelity!

II.  THE POWER OF CHRIST:

A. Bribes and Lies:  28:11-13

1. Something had gone wrong, the seal has been broken and the tomb is empty!   28:2-6

2. Caesar’s seal is no match for the Savior’s sovereignty.

3. Caesar’s power is no match for the Savior’s power.

ILLUS:  The only thing left to do is LIE!  The soldiers are bribed and told to say the body was stolen while they slept.  Yet if they had been sleeping on watch they would have been executed.  And if they were asleep, they could not know the body was stolen!  Oh the hypocrisy of unbelief!  Anything but admit and believe the truth.

4. These men knew better and had experienced a powerful witness and had seen the angel of the Lord and the empty tomb and yet DID NOT GET SAVED!

ILLUS:  Many today believe in Christ’s resurrection and the empty tomb, like these men who saw it (!), but are not saved.  Believing the facts doesn’t save, receiving the resurrected Savior does!

B. False Doctrine and Perjured Testimony:  v.14-15

1. The devil had lost, Christ has risen…so he resorts to “Plan B”!

2. They were bought off and they lied and others repeated the lie.  v.15

ILLUS:  The question is why all the lying?  Why not simply believe the obvious?  The answer is simple:  

1. If Christ is risen, as He said, then He is Who He claimed!

2. This would unseat them from their lucrative positions (“love of money…”)

3. It would mean that there is a resurrection before the last judgment!

4. It would prove that religious people trusting in their works, sacraments, self right-eousness, church or good intentions, are lost!

C. Politics and Power:

1. All politicians believe they have power.  

2. All power they do possess they receive from God, whether they acknowledge it or not.  

John 19:10-11

10
  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 

11
  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

3. Because of the resurrection of Christ, Pilate the Judge will become Pilate the judged.

4. Because of the resurrection of Christ He now has “all power” i.e., all authority in heaven and earth.  v.17,18

5. He has become King of Kings.

a. Caesar’s seal, representing his power, could not hold the One Who is Caesar’s King!

b. The sovereignty of the Savior supercedes the sovereignty of any earthly or spiritual authority.

CONCL:  In the contest between the power of Caesar and the power of the Savior, Caesar loses!  The sovereign power of the Savior is forever victorious over all earthly power of any Caesar, prince, potentate, procurator, prime-minister, priest or President. “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name, let angels prostrate fall!  Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all!”  The resurrection takes back the crown from all usurpers: earthly and devilish, human and satanic!  Jesus is King of Kings with ”all power!”

“DARK FRIDAY TO BRIGHT SUNDAY”

TEXT:  Matthew 28:1-20

THESIS:  To show how fear, doubt and disbelief turned into joy, faith and hope on Easter.

INTRO:   A.  The day our Savior was crucified was marked by darkness and death.  God shrouded the earth with midnight at noonday, as if to hide from the eyes of sinful men the drama of redemption taking place in their behalf. (27:45) The earth trembled under the load of sin placed on our Lord. (27:51,52)  Miraculous and magnificent events which can only be explained supernaturally.  But something even more marvelous and definitely more miraculous took place on Easter Sunday, when Jesus came forth from the tomb.  And I am not just referring to His resurrection alone, but also what took place in the lives of His followers.

               B.  Beginning on the sunrise (“as it began to dawn”) on the Lord’s day, events would occur which would change people forever then and continue to change people today.  Our Savior would be no Savior if things ended on “dark Friday” – the reality is things remained dark in the lives of His disciples for “3 days and 3 nights” until the dawn on that first “bright Sunday.”

TRANS:   The climactic events leading to Jesus’ death converged because of several factors: His triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the Jews proclaiming Him their King, implying the restoration of David’s throne (the end of Roman rule), and His cleansing of the Temple (thereby challenging the authority of the priests who permitted and encouraged the selling of sacrificial animals and profiteering with in the sacred Temple area).  Jesus was a threat both to Roman rule and Jewish religion.  Their “final answer”? To crucify Him.  But God’s “final answer” was to raise Him!

               The darkness of the cross was replaced with the brightness of the resurrection.  We can only imagine the extreme emotions of the disciples which ranged from the darkness of despair and discouragement to brightness of  amazement and awe.

I.  FEAR and GREAT JOY:  v.8

A. Fear:  : “He is not here…”  6

ILLUS:   What if indeed someone stole the body?  What if His body had been moved so the disciples would despair?  What if death and burial was indeed the end of the story.  There would be no “good news” or Gospel there!  

             In the book Who Moved The Stone, Frank Morison set out disproving the resurrection.  Instead he disposes of the dozens of theories invented to account for the removal of the body from the tomb:  the gardener took away Christ’s body so His followers would not trample his flowers, Joseph of Arimathea did it because he regretted giving his grave to a criminal, Jesus recovered from a death-like faint and pushed the stone away Himself…..and on and on ad nauseum!

              In the 18th century, the U.S. Congress issued a special edition of Thomas Jefferson’s Bible – one with every reference to the supernatural deleted.  Jefferson had confined his beliefs to the moral teachings of Jesus.  

              The closing words of this Bible were: “There laid they Jesus and rolled a great stone at the mouth of the sepulchre and departed.”  

               This was Mary’s fear when she came to the sepulchre that morning.  Jesus said to her: “Woman, why weepest thou?  Whom seekest thou?  She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, tell me where thou has laid Him, and I will take Him away.”

1. But now an angel has appeared to give them the news that the Savior’s 

body is gone – gone where?!

2. Now their fear is not about where the body is, they are told “He is risen,” 

they are not accustomed to having “close encounters of the 4th kind”  with angels whose “countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow.”  V.3

3. Perhaps they are also fearful that the message of the angel is not true or 

that they are hallucinating.  

B. Great Joy:  “He is risen from the dead…”  v.7

1. The angel’s message was full of good news;  he did not stop with the word 

that the Savior’s body was no longer in the tomb, but that He had risen and that they would soon see Him in Galilee.   V.7

2. Praise the Lord there is not just an empty tomb, but also a living Savior!

ILLUS:   Many great men have died and have been buried.  The pyramids of Egypt are famous because they contain the mummified bodies of Egyptian Kings.  Westminster Abbey in London is renowned because in it rest the bodies of English nobles and notables.  Mohammed’s tomb is noted for the stone coffin and bones it contains.  Arlington Cemetery in Wash., D.C. is revered, for it is the honored resting place of many outstanding Americans.  Jesus tomb draws millions of visitors not because of what it contains, but because it is empty!

3. There fears were being replaced by “great joy.”

4. To the bereaved disciples there could have been no great new than that the Savior was alive again!  (And so it is with His followers worldwide today!)

HYMN:  “Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!

     Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  Sing ye heavens and earth reply, Alleluia!”

II.  DOUBT and GREAT FAITH:  V.17

A. Doubt:  “Some doubted…”

1. Those about whom the words above are written are none other than the 11 

remaining Apostles!  Cf. V.10

2. This is not a negative indictment against them (as we will see), but rather a

natural reaction to a supernatural event!

ILLUS:   It is true that they had seen at least 3 people resurrected in Jesus’ earthly ministry, but they had witnessed His horrible, bloody death on Calvary on that dark day just a brief period ago and they were in a state of horrified shock.  No wonder “some doubted!”  Was it Peter?  John?  Bartholomew? James? Philip? Thomas?

B. Great Faith:  “They worshipped Him…”

1. Their faith had lapsed on that “dark Friday” when His lips went silent, He 

bowed His head, quit breathing and His body went limp.

2. They were even more dismayed when they took His lifeless body down from 

the Cross, anointed it and placed it into the tomb.

3. They had brooded and mourned His death in fear and trembling for 3 days and

Nights.

4. Peter had denied Him, they all fled from Him; they were humiliated, dis-

mayed and discouraged and had given up hope that Jesus was indeed the Messiah!

5. But now they WORSHIP HIM!  Worship Him?  Only God deserves worship!

6. It was the resurrection that made the difference!!!

ILLUS:   During the French Revolution, someone said to Talleyrand, bishop of Autun: “The Christian religion – what is it?  It would be easy to start a religion like that.”

              “Oh, yes,”  Talleyrand replied.  One would only have to get crucified and rise again the 3rd day!”

HYMN:  “Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  Where O death is now they sting? Alleluia!  Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Where’s they victory boasting grave? Alleluia!

III.  DISBELIEF and GREAT HOPE:

A. Disbelief:  The unsaved

1. Many believe intellectually of course, but have never invited the resurrected 

Savior into their lives.

2. Disbelief is not simply intellectual, it is spiritual, it is profound.

B. Great Hope:  The believers

ILLUS:   When Jesus rose from the dead, the sheaf of first fruits of the barley harvest was being waved by the High Priest in the Temple.  It was the specimen, pattern and pledge of all the rest.  Christ’s resurrection is that and more for the believer.  Without Christ the “firstfruits” of our resurrection there is no hope!  

CONCL:   Are YOU living in “DARK FRIDAY” or “BRIGHT SUNDAY?”     HYMN:  Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  Amen!

End of Easter

Mother’s Day

"QUEEN MOTHER"

TEXT: I Kings 2:19

THESIS: To show that we can honor our mother by doing the will of God, the work of God and knowing the Word of God.

INTRO: A. Mothers used to be the "Queen" in their homes, but many have vacated their throne for careers, fame, money, popularity, etc.  The unisex movement and women's lib has taken Mothers off their thrones and put them in the office, in the factory, in ditches, up tele-phone poles, and now on the battlefield.

       B. God's Word elevates the position of Motherhood!  That's why, even though Mother's Day is not a Christian holiday, we devote time to this special day to our mothers and put her back on her throne.  Every mother, like Bathsheba in our text, should be a Queen.

       C. One day King Solomon's mother, Bathsheba came to request something of her son.  He said: "Get another throne for my mom and put it here on my right hand (the place of honor).  (The word "seat" may also be translated  "throne".)  What a beautiful way to honor his mother.

TRANS: What Solomon did was nice, but there is a better and more biblical way to make your mother a queen...

I.  MAKE YOUR MOTHER A QUEEN BY DOING GOD'S WILL:

    A. Solomon:

       1. Solomon made his mother a Queen for a day and honored her for this special occasion.

ILLUS: We often buy mom flowers, send her a card, get her a gift on Mother's day and then dishonor her the other 364 days of the yr.
2. Solomon did a sweet thing that day by giving her a throne, but he would have done a better thing by doing the will of God every other day.

NOTE: Solomon's life did not honor his mother because he did not do the will of God for much of his life.

    B. Jesus:

       1. Jesus honored His mother by doing God's will:

a. At age 12 in the Temple He honored her by obeying Him! "...wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?"

b. At Cana He honored her by obeying Him: "(Mary) said: "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it!"

          c. At a high point in His preaching ministry He honored her by obey Him.

Mt. 12:46-50  

46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him.

47   Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.

48   But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?

49   And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!

50   For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 

    C. You:

ILLUS: Solomon that day said: "Step aside generals, warriors, statesmen, prime-ministers; my mother is going to sit on a throne beside me today!  What a great "Mother's Day!"

        But years passed and Solomon wrecked and ruined his life, left the will of God and reared a wicked son named Rehoboam and dishonored his mother!  How often Bathsheba must have said in her heart: "I'd trade that throne gladly for a son in the will of God!

       1. First, we need to trust Christ!

       2. Next, we need to obey Him!

       3. Then, we need to live clean!

NOTE: These things are the will of God for every man "born of woman".  To honor mom we must do God's will.  To honor the one who have us physical life, we must honor the One Who gives us spiritual life.

II. MAKE YOUR MOTHER A QUEEN BY DOING THE WORK OF GOD:

    A. Solomon:

1. Solomon would have honored his mother far more by doing God's work consistently that by offering her a throne for a day.

2. It is true that for a time Solomon did serve the Lord and God blessed him and his mother was honored.

ILLUS: Many children grow up in the church and live right till they get to beteens...they leave the church and the things of the Lord and dishonor godly mothers.

    B. Jesus:

       1. Jesus honored His mother by doing God's work.

a. Jesus' work was spoken of prophetically by Simeon in the Temple when His mother and Joseph brought Him there when He was 8 days old.

Lk. 2:34-35  

34  And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

35  (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

NOTE: The "sword" which pierced Mary's heart was His rejection, not His ministry!

          b. Jesus' work was always God-honoring, thus mother-honoring.

 c. Jesus' work on the cross was God's work accomplished and there too He honored His mother.

John 19:25-27  

25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.

26  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!

27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

    C. You:

       1. We honor our mother when we do God's work.

ILLUS: My 4 children honor me and their mother when they keep clean and do right. Child-ren need to do more than send a card or a gift, but honor their parents by honoring God by doing God's work.  Boys, be men!  Girls, be ladies! Have Christian character!  Don't shrink, shirk or run from work!  Pay your debts! Defend the Bible!  Don't be a coward or a drone!  Do right even when it is unpopular!  Stick up for your Savior, parents and brothers and sisters (and in that order)!

III. MAKE YOUR MOTHER A QUEEN BY KNOWING GOD'S WORD:

    A. Solomon:

       
1. Solomon knew God's Word.

2. Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived and wisdom comes from the Word!  (He even wrote 3 books of the Bible.)

       
3. Solomon misused and abused his great wisdom.

ILLUS: It is good to put your mother on the throne, Solomon, but better to demonstrate your love for her by obeying God's Word and abstaining fm evil. Solomon read the 10 Commandments, yet committed adultery!  (Bathsheba committed adultery with Solomon's father, David!  Like mother, like son!)
    B. Jesus:

       1. Jesus honored His mother by knowing God's Word:

          a. Jesus saturated Himself with the Scripture.

          b. Jesus sought to fulfill "every jot and tittle" of Scripture.

    C. You:

       1. We honor our mother by knowing God's Word:

          1. We will live right when we know right.

          2. We will know right when we study His Word.

ILLUS:  Jesus learned the Scripts. at Mary's knee.  Every Christian mother must teach her children the Word of God.  But in order to teach the Script. you must know and live the Script., mom!

         Mother, if you want to be honored and sit on the THRONE OF MOTHERHOOD and be the QUEEN MOTHER in your home...get saved, learn and do the Word, will and work of God.

CONCL:  We all have a mother.  She may be living or not.  We can all honor our mother and put her on a "throne" BY DOING GOD'S WILL, HIS WORK and KNOWING HIS WORD.

         Mothers and mothers-to-be someday, if you desire to be enthroned by your children, you must start by doing God's will (salvation), by doing God's work (training your children) and by knowing God's Word (so you can apply it every day).








      “TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS”

TEXT: Gen. 3:20

THESIS: To showcase two biblical mothers who have impacted all of human history.

INTRO:  A. Mother’s Day is not a biblical holiday, but it is certainly biblical to honor mothers.  

Mother’s Day has become a commercialized holiday when the card manufacturers, florists and the phone companies add mountains of money to their coffers, but it is still right and proper to give cards, gifts and calls to mom and tell her in as many ways as possible “I love you, Mom!” 

ILLUS:  What is the very best gift you could give your mother?  How about your love, devo-tion, help, time, obedience or attention?  These things never wear out or wear thin.  They are treasures only YOU can give.



B. There are ‘TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS” in God’s Word we will focus on today.  They are “magnificent” because they have both contributed so much to humanity and because they have both contributed so much to us personally.  Each of us has been touched and affected by these two Bible mothers.
I.  EVE = THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING:


A. The Template (Pattern):



1. Her Beauty was flawless.

ILLUS:  Before her fall Eve had no sin to mar her beauty.  There were no lines of worry in her face, no stooped shoulders because of burdens, no streaks from tears on her cheeks.  She was created without sin and the ravages of sin: sickness, disease, heartache or grief and would have lived that way forever had she not sinned.

Adam was the only man who ever lived who could honestly say to his wife: “You are the most beautiful woman I have ever laid eyes on!”  She was a vision of beauty and loveliness.  She was not only his sinless and gorgeous wife, but could become the mother of his perfect children.



2. Her Sweetness was natural.

ILLUS:  She was created out of his own body, from under his own heart.  She would be the most
loving, adoring, obedient and submissive wife ever.  She is called Adam’s “help meet” i.e. one who is just like him, only different; one with his very nature and his characteristics, the perfect complement to her husband.   Whenever Adam wanted or needed anything, Eve would say sweetly
“Yes, dear” and mean it with all her heart; no hypocrisy, not begrudging anything he asked of her.  Her delight was to please him and be all he needed her to be.



3. Her Innocence was perfection:




a. Theologians refer to Adam and Eve before the fall as having “creature perfection.”




b. They were as perfect and innocent as the unfallen angels.

ILLUS:  They had the one and only perfect marriage.  But their marriage was to be a template for every subsequent marriage.  They teach us that marriage was to be monogamous; for the propagation of the race, without provision for dissolution (divorce); without sexual relations outside of their union; a lifelong commitment and between a male and female only!


B. The Tempted:

NOTE: Into this ideal and idyllic relationship slithers the Satanic serpent.  

1. Her foolishness: Satan causes her to question God’s Word and His Will.  “Yea, hath God said?”  (3:1-5)

2. Her failure: instead of obeying her Creator and trusting His gracious provision, she listened
to the hiss of the serpent and lost her innocence.

ILLUS:  Wife manship and motherhood can only be what God intended it to be when the woman submits herself to God and His Word, comes into a proper, biblical relationship with the Lord and her
husband and follows God’s pattern outlined in His Bible.  To take even one step outside that perfect plan is to succumb to Satanic suggestion.

Norma Jean Mortensen was born in 1926 and died 37 years later.  Her mother went berserk so Norman Jean went to live with Christian relatives, but didn’t get saved.  At age 9 she was raped by a 40 year old banker.  In her 20’s she went to bed with a 79 year old man in Holly-wood to get a $74.00/week job.  She became “Marilyn Monroe” then lived with a 59 year old man for a while, before marrying Joe DiMaggio who divorced her for posing nude. then she married Arthur Miller.  She began taking 30 pills a day along with liquor.  At age 37 she bragged about her sexual escapades with then President Kennedy.  She ended up nude, doped and dead in her bed at age 37.  Her mother failed her and she failed God!


C. The Temptress:  (3:6-7)

1. Now that Eve has lost her innocence, she takes on the nature of the serpent and places her husband in jeopardy.

ILLUS:  One women’s libber asked her husband sarcastically “Where would you men be with-out us women?”  He sharply replied: “In the Garden of Eden fellowshipping with God.” The truth is that Adam falls, rationally, intentionally and voluntarily.

1 Tim. 2:13-14 



13
  For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 

14
  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 

Apparently Adam, like Christ, so loved His bride, that he was willing to share in the punish-ment for her sin!  Knowing the penalty, he lays down his life for her!  What love!  (We can only speculate what would have happened if he had refused to do so!)


C. The Triumphant: (3:15)

1. The bad news is that Eve sinned!  The good news is that God had a backup plan and would use her to implement that plan. 

2. It would be through her seed that truth would triumph and that redemption would be provided and that Satan would be defeated.

TRANS:  Though Adam and Eve would now pass to their children their sin nature and punishment for sin, God would raise up another MAGNIFICENT MOTHER to deal with the problem.

II.  MARY = THE MOTHER OF OUR SAVIOR:


A. Her Pure Heart:



1. Mary was not sinless but she was a virgin when God came looking for a woman to bear 




child.  Mt. 1:24-25

ILLUS: Mary was not “the Mother of God” but rather the mother of Jesus’ humanity.  She was the God-chosen vehicle to bear our Savior in the flesh.  Jesus was Mary’s Creator so she could not God’s mother.  Imagine Mary introducing Jesus to others: “This is God, my Son.”  If Mary was God’s mother, then Joseph was God’s step-father, James, Joseph, Simon and Judas were God’s brothers and John the Baptist was God’s cousin.  Mary was not “Perpetually Virgin” for she had other children and she was not “Immaculately Conceived” for she was a sinner in need of a Savior and recognized that God was her Savior before Jesus was born.  She is never called “Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of the Universe,”
or “Queen of the Apostles” anywhere in the Bible.  She is not “Co-Redeemer” with Christ 
(“without the shed-ding of blood there is no remission of sins”) and she is never said to have been
“Bodily Assumed into Heaven” any-where in the Bible; in fact her death is not recorded in the Bible.  Here last recorded words were: “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”  John 2:5

2. But, thank God, Mary was found to be in the royal lineage and a virgin when God sought her out.

ILLUS:  Mary’s story proves that purity is still possible even when two people are engaged to be married.  In fact, Mary and Joseph become examples to all engaged couples.  What a tragedy if Mary and Joseph, both of whom were in Christ’s royal line, and the ONLY ones who were eligible to establish Christ’s throne rights, if they had not guarded their chastity!


B. Her Pondering Heart:  

Lk. 2:19 

19
  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

1. After the birth of Jesus, when she saw the shepherds worshipping Him, she began to reflect on the Angelic promise and the prospects for Israel and mankind because of Him.

2. As she raised Jesus and as He “increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man” she pondered the events of His miraculous conception and birth and began to realize the tremendous responsibility that was hers.  Lk. 2:52

ILLUS:  Only one mother could be the bearer of the Christ-child, the God-man, but every mother has a responsibility to raise her children to be respectful, obedient and to teach them and train them
in spiritual things.  


C. Her Pierced Heart:

Lk. 2:35 

35
(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

John 19:25

25
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

ILLUS: Every mother who has ever lost a son to disease, sickness, war, drugs, booze or through any other means, knows how Mary felt that day watching her son die on the cross.  Perhaps you have buried a little infant out in “baby land” or a son in a flag draped coffin, or lost a child thru some sinful activity...your heart has also been pierced.  Let Mary encourage you today.

CONCL: Here we have TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS out of the pages of God’s Word. One was THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING and the other was THE MOTHER OF OUR SAVIOR!  Both provide us with examples of Biblical motherhood.  One gives us somewhat of a negative example, the other of a purely positive example.
What kind of mother are YOU?!  Are you a good role-model for your children?  A good submissive wife to your husband?  Hey Dad!  What about your example to your children?  Are you a loving husband?   The spiritual leader in your home?  Hey kids!  Are you submissive and obedient to your parents?  Do you “honor your father and your mother?”

“MOTHER SUPERIOR”

TEXT:  Luke 1:26-28

THESIS:  To extol the virtues of motherhood as portrayed in Mary the mother of Jesus.

INTRO:  A.  Today we honor mothers and motherhood.  But God honored one woman above all other mothers in that He chose her to be the mother of Jesus, our Savior. It is in this sense that we refer to Mary as “MOTHER SUPERIOR.”

ILLUS:  She has been called by many names and titles which are unscriptural.  She is not 

“the Mother of God,” 

“Queen of Heaven,”  

“Queen of the Universe,” 

“Queen of
the Angels,

”Virgin Bride of the Lord,” 

“Virgin Most Glorious… 

 “Most Renowned”

Most Venerable,” etc.  

She was not Immaculately Conceived nor Perpetually Virgin.  Her superiority lies in the fact that God chose her to bear His Son in the flesh. 

Mary is certainly “superior” in her human purity, moral chastity, meekness, humility and in her willingness to suffer misunderstanding and verbal abuse for the role God chose for her.  It is these “superior” qualities we want to emphasize and set forth as examples for all mothers and all believers to emulate…

I.  A VIRGIN MOTHER?

Lk. 1:34

34
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 

NOTE:  It was Mary, not the skeptics of her day nor the liberals of our day, who first raised the issue of the biological impossibility of a virgin bearing a child.  But of course God is not limited by His own laws of reproduction.



    Today a “virgin birth” may be possible with artificial insemination or in vitro fertili-zation, but these technologies were not known or available in Mary’s day. But even with these technologies there must always be a human male involved!

A.  Virtuous:

1.  Mary was clean and chaste, but nonetheless a sinner.

2.  Mary did not merit the honor of being the mother of Jesus, it was all of God’s grace (no doubt many other young girls were still virgins).

B.  Vilified:

1.  The name Mary means “bitterness.”

2.  Surely there was hurt as tongues wagged over her alleged indiscretion during her courtship and engagement to Joseph.  

3.  When she presented Jesus for dedication at the Temple, Simeon prophesied of Mary “yea a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also.” Lk. 2:35

ILLUS:  This prophecy came true and Mary suffered that “sword” all her life.

1.  At age 12 Jesus rebuked Mary saying “wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

In other words, “My first allegiance is to my heavenly Father!”

2.  At the beginning of His public ministry he rebuked her again saying:  “Woman, what have I to 

do with thee?”  (The harshness is not in the word “woman” - that
 is a proper address in the East.)  But the statement suggests “What do you and I have in common?   Now that I have begun my ministry, it is time you learned
your place and My place.”

3.   Another occasion was when Mary was worrying about Him and the press of endless   crowds and she came to take Him away.  The word came:  “…thy mother and thy brethren …seek for thee.”  He replied:  “…whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.”  Lk. 2:32,35  He did not recognize special interest groups nor pressure groups…even family.

4.  Finally on the cross came the final piercing blow of that “sword.”  There He severed all human

 ties to Mary and placed John in charge of her as her “son.” 


Never once did Jesus refer to Mary as “mother” in the Scriptures.  She was a wonderful woman, but only a woman…not a god or goddess!  Never prayed to!  Never became the Mediatress!  Christ alone is the Mediator!

II.  A VINDICATED MOTHER:



A.  Mary:  Highly Favored  

Lk. 1:28

28
  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 

NOTE:  “Highly favored” means literally “one who has received an abundance of grace.”  She was a recipient of grace not the source of grace!  Only sinners need grace.  Grace is only be-stowed on one who is undeserving.

But God did chose her based on her virginity, purity and chastity.  God uses clean and unclean vessels, but he uses clean vessels to a greater extent!   Are you clean?
1.  Mary’s character was in question, but the life and miracles and crucifixion and resur-rection of her Son would vindicate her character!

2.  Then it would become known that the Holy Ghost had overshadowed Mary and her Son was unique.

3.  The Scriptures would likewise authenticate and verify Mary’s character.

a.  Gone would be the suspicion of premarital unchastity.

b.  Gone would be the scandal around Nazareth, her hometown.

c.  Gone would be the supposition that Jesus was the illegitimate son of Joseph.

Lk. 3:23

23
And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 

ILLUS:  Nowhere do we read in the sacred record that Mary herself doubted the Lord after the explanation by the Angel.  Surely the prophecies of Scripture helped sustain her.
How should we as believers handle gossip and slander of another believer? Love should cover them.  Unsubstantiated reports should be rejected.

1 Cor. 13: 5-7

5
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

6
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

7
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

Prov. 17:9

9
He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends. 

B.  Mary:  Saved Sinner:

Lk. 1:47

47
 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

1.  Mary was a sinner just like everyone else, not Immaculately Conceived nor Per-petually Virgin (she had other children).

2.  Mary had to get saved just like everyone else, she wasn’t automatically accepted by God on the basis of her goodness or moral purity.

III.  A VICTORIOUS MOTHER:

A.  Because Obedient:

1.  In spite of what she knew would be said and the hardships she would have to endure, she was humbly obedient.

2.  In spite of the seeming impossibility of the angelic announcement, she was simply obedient.

B.  Because Available:

1.  Suppose Mary had been living a sinful life, or had disqualified herself because of an attitude of rebellion…?

2.  Suppose Mary had not been where she should have been or had not been a virgin….?

ILLUS:  Mother: is the reason God is not using you because of a lack of availability or stub-bornness or disobedience or…?   Dad: is the reason God is not using you because you are involved with friends you should not be, or involved in sinful practices you should not be, or simply because you are not doing what you should be doing?! Teen or young person … can God use you?  (The Scriptures suggest and Jewish practices at the time suggest that Mary was a teen when these events happened.)
C.  Because Qualified:

1.  Mary was clean and virtuous.

2.  Mary was consecrated and virgin.

3.  Mary was spiritual and knew the Scriptures.

ILLUS:  This is obvious for when she came to Elizabeth’s home, she began to sing a song of praise which was saturated with God’s Word.  Here was a young girl who was spiritual and who studied the Scriptures (when that was not easy…there were no
Bibles as we know them (i.e., in book form), readily available (they were in the Temple or synagogues and could not be removed, so had to be memorized!)
CONCL:  Mary should be an example to every mother here, and every Christian here!   How do we respond when God speaks to us?  Are we obedient, available and qualified?  Are we virtuous?  Are we victorious?  Do we know His Word and His will?

Mary may be viewed as a “MOTHER SUPERIOR” because of God’s call, but more importantly she was a “SUPERIOR MOTHER” because of her character.  What kind of mother or Christian are you?

“MOTHER - HOME BUILDER”

TEXT:  Proverbs 14:1

THESIS:  To expound the concept of the woman’s role in the home as suggested by the
text.

INTRO:  A.  Suppose you watched as a builder planned, purchased materials and began to painstakingly began to build a house.  This was not just any house, it was to be his house.  You would perhaps just see the mortar, and building materials and a muddy hole in the ground.   You can see only what IS, not what WILL BE.  But he sees the potential beauty of the finished house.  (Every wife and mother needs to learn this secret.)
Suppose one day the builder arrives at the site and instead of picking up a hammer, he reaches for the wrecking bar and begins to tear down what he has built. You yell, “Stop! What are you doing?” He says “I’m tearing it all down.  It’s no good.  I have ruined it.  I broke a window over here and I cut a hole too big for the  receptacle in that wall, and I knocked a hole in the sheet rock over there. I’ve made too many mistakes and I’m tearing the whole thing down.”   (He is going to tear down tens of thousands of dollars of work, for a hundred dollars of needed repairs.  While the illustration seems far-fetched among builders of houses, some-thing similar takes place every day when it comes to builders of homes.  See the text.)

Often we see a sign at a construction site which says:  “Yarnall  Home Builders.”  Don’t you believe it.  They may do a great job at house building, but God has given the duty of home-building to the specialists in the industry, to: MOTHER - HOME BUILDER.

TRANS:  In the important business of home-building…

I.  THERE MUST BE A PARTNERSHIP:

Ps. 127:1a

1
Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it…

A.  The Lord Must Be The Senior Partner:

1.  If the Lord is your partner, you have an all-wise, all-powerful Partner Who
makes no mistakes.

2.  He also will correct your mistakes if you allow Him to control the building 
process.

a.  You need to consult your Partner regularly for guidance and help.

b.  You need to ASK for His help daily and study His Blueprint for successfull home-building.

ILLUS:  His Blueprint, the Bible, contains the instructions for you to build a home which is stable, strong and able to withstand any storms which come.  There are very specific instruct-ions for your role as wife and mother.  You are told to love your husband and to teach and train your children. 

There needs to be a constant evaluation of your priorities.  God gave your husband before your children (hopefully!), so he is to come first.  He needs your time, input, encouragement and love.  Your children need your example, your guidance and instruction.

B.  You Are The Junior Partner:

1.  You need to rely upon Him and trust Him that He knows better than you, is best for your home.

2.  In home-building as in soul-winning, or any other joint venture with the Lord, we need to be “laborers together with God,” i.e., we need to be yoked with Him and 
have the same burden, the same goals and share the same vision for your family.

3.  The first person you are to build up is not your husband nor your children,
but your-self, so you can be what your family needs.

ILLUS:  If the “builder” is weak or sick, she will be unable to show up for work and will not be able to progress in her home-building tasks.  “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves in your most holy faith…” Jude 20  Just as David “encouraged him- self in the Lord…” so he could be what his family, friends, soldiers and subjects needed him to be, you too need to use the Scriptures and prayer closet to encourage yourself and build yourself up, so you will not be discouraged or defeated.

II.  THERE MUST BE A PLAN:

A.  Edify:  To Build Up

ILLUS: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary:  “BUILD: To frame, construct, and raise, to unite materials into a regular structure…to raise any thing on a support or foundation.  In Scrip-ture, to increase and strengthen; to cement and knit together; to settle or establish and preserve.”

The Greek word for “edify” literally means home building!  Oikodomeoikos = home;  demo = to build.   As Christians we are to “edify one another”  Rom. 14:19;  I Thes. 5:11 - and there is no place more important than the home to begin.
1.  No one is more important for a wife to edify or build up than the man she is married to.

2.  Your children should be built and strengthened by you primarily, not just their Sunday School Teacher, Christian school teacher, etc.

3.  It takes great wisdom to be a home builder; there is no room for sloppiness
or hap-hazard building or your home will be shabby and precarious and when the storms come, it will fall; your marriage will crumble and your kids will
 break your heart.

Prov. 24:3

3
Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: 

4.  Wisdom follows God’s order and authority in the home with the wife/mother taking her proper place of submission to her husband and teacher to her children.

ILLUS:  Nothing and no one ought to be allowed to usurp the place God has assigned to your husband and children in your life as a wife and mother.  No person is more important for you to build up than the man you are married to.  No convert you ever win to Christ deserves more time and effort in discipling than your children.

5.  Notice that the opposite of building the home in the text, is tearing it down!

ILLUS:  The primary dangers in home-building are when the wife has friends closer to her than her husband and interests that take precedence over her children (friends, career, hob-bies, money, housework).  The balance is difficult, but must be maintained at all costs or you are labeled “foolish” by God.  The purpose of any leadership position is for building up, not for destroying.

2 Cor. 13:10

10
  Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction. 

6.  It is possible to tear down instead of build up your home even with your
speech.

Eph. 4:29

29  
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

ILLUS:  Harsh words, nagging, strife, criticism all tend toward destruction, not to building up.

Prov. 21:9

9
  It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 

Prov. 21:19

19  
It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman. 

Prov. 27:15

15
  A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike. 

B.  Encourage:  To Give Confidence, To Inspire

Deut. 1:38

38 But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.

1.  Notice in the verse above that when they encouraged their leader, it was of  benefit to all.

2.  When the wife encourages her husband, or her children the benefits will accrue to others of course, but it will also benefit you in the end.

3.  Ladies, there are some people living at your house who need your encouragment;  God has great plans for them and you can labor with Him to help them reach their potential.

ILLUS:  Henry Ford said that the ability to encourage others is one of life’s finest as- sets.   At the beginning of his career young Ford was criticized and ridiculed for his designs of motor cars, most “experts” of that day thought that electric carriages would become the passenger vehicles of the future.  At a dinner where the great inventor Thomas Edison was present, Ford began explaining his engine to men near him.  Edison eavesdropped on the conversation and move closer and asked Ford to make a sketch.  When the crude drawing was complete, Edison studied it and then banged his fist on the table:  “Young man, that’s the thing!  You have it!”  Years later, Ford recalled, “The thump of Edison’s fist upon the table was worth worlds to me.”

C.  Exhort:  To Incite To Good Deeds

1.  The word exhort looks to the future, in contrast with comfort which looks to the past;  it

means to embolden, advise, to incite by words to a good deed.

2.  Your word of exhortation to your husband may inspire him to pursue
 God’s will for his

life, or to give him the confidence to move on a decision he has wrestled with.  (Women love security and hate change, so they often
 pour cold water on their hus-band’s plans, if it will inconvenience them.)

3.   Your word of exhortation to your children may counter the ridicule of their peers and propel them to achieve what would otherwise not be tried.

ILLUS:  Someone said that when Robert Moffatt was saved, a whole continent was added to the Kingdom of God.  Moffatt said it was all because of a mother’s kiss. As a young man leaving home, his mother walked with him and when she could go no further, she said,  “Robert, promise me something.”  “What?” the boy asked.  “I want you to promise me something you can easily do,” she said.  “You are going out into a wicked world.  Begin every day with God.  Close every day with God.”  Then she kissed him.  Moffatt insisted that that kiss made him a missionary.  His mother knew the art of exhortation, and God used it in a mighty way in her son’s life.

4.  Wives and mothers are often the barometer of the emotional atmosphere of a home (“If momma ain’t happy, ain’t NOBODY happy!”).

5.  Daddy may be the head of the home, but it is mother who is the heart of the home.

QUOTE:  Spurgeon said:  “The word HOME sounds like poetry to me.  It doesn’t mat- ter if it is a cottage or mansion, home is home be it ever so homely.  There is no place on earth like it.  The sparrows sweetly chirrup and the swallows twitter around the chosen spot which is our joy and rest.  Every bird loves its own nest.  The owl thinks the old ruins the best spot under the moon.  The fox is of the opinion that his hole in the hill is remarkably cozy.  The way home is the best bit of road in the country.  I like to see the smoke from my own chimney better than the fire on another man’s hearth.  When you go out, friends do their best, but still it is not home.  ‘Make yourself at home,’ they say.  Everybody knows that to feel at home is to fell at ease.  Why, at home you are at home, and what more could you want?”  Isn’t that just what we ought to be working for in our own homes?

CONCL:  Building a house takes time; building a home takes a lifetime.  “Every wise woman buildeth her house; but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.” Ladies, you are in the Home Building business.

Females, Girls, woman

“FEMALES, GIRLS, WOMEN, LADIES, WIVES, MOTHERS…”

TEXT:  Ephesians 6:1-4

THESIS:  To show the priorities of every female.

INTRO:  A.  At birth the first bit of information a mother wants to know is that her baby is healthy.  The second is, is it male or female.  If it is a female the mother’s responsibility is to mold her into becoming a girl, then a woman, then a lady.  The ultimate goal is that she become a wife and mother.  The title of this message suggests the normal order.  These days genders are being confused.  (Look at the sports fields for Little League today.  It seems there are more females than males on the fields.)  Moms need to train their female to be a girl first, then help her grow into womanhood and help her become a lady.  God’s desire for most ladies is to become a wife and mother.




B. The responsibilities of parenthood for mother’s today is awesome with all the negative influences which bombard her children.  Our text outlines the priorities for children, mothers and fathers very succinctly.  Children are to obey their parents. Mothers and fathers are to be honored and fathers are charged with the responsibility of nurturing their children and overseeing their spiritual welfare.  But the Bible has much to say about the role of the mother as well.  If mothers are to be honored by their children and respected by their husbands, certain things most become a priority.  Today we will focus on Christian Mothers and Christian Ladies…

I.   THE CHRISTIAN MOTHER:

A. Her Husband:

1. Biblically and biologically a mom implies a dad.

2. There are no children without mothers or fathers, though there are many children without involved parents.

3. There are many children without caring, loving (and even live-in) parents!

ILLUS:  A mother called the “Dr. Laura” show and told her that her son fathered a child but was going to wait till he finished college before he married the girl.  In the mean time the girl was considering an abortion.  Dr. Laura told the mother who was trying to “help” her son get his education, that she needed to boot the bum out of her home, quit treating him like a baby, tell him to marry the mother of his child, quit school and get a job and start being the father he already is! When boys and girls make babies, they become parents by choice and are biblically responsible to act like it!  No cop outs!

4. Parenting should be a team effort.

ILLUS:  The burning and legitimate question resulting from the recent H.S. shootings across the country is “Where were the parents of the kids doing the shooting?”  Didn’t they see the clothes the kids were wearing?  Didn’t they know what were their favorite web sites?  Didn’t they know who their friends were?  Didn’t they know what kind of video games they played?  Didn’t they know that pipe bombs were being made in their garage?  Weren’t they aware of the kind of music their kids were listening to and the kind of literature they were reading and the nature of TV and movies they were into?  

B. Her Home:

1. The house she lives in is not the home she is building.

Prov. 14:1

1 Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.  

2. God expects that mothers be wise, not foolish, and build up their household, by jealousy guarding it.

3. The concept of a home implies a husband and children – the so-called “traditional family.”  

ILLUS:  It’s Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve or Eve and Esther!  It isn’t “Suzie has two

daddies” or “Johnny has two mommies!”  2 “daddies” and 2 “mommies” don’t conceive children.  Homos and lesbians are an abomination in God’s sight, even if it has become “politically correct”!  Dennis Rodman and Ru Paul are not funny, they are an abomination in God’s sight!  The Defined Bible says “abomination” means “disgusting, hateful, detestable or loathsome.”

Deut. 22:5

The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

C. Her Heart:

1. Her attitude: love and  submissiveness to her husband and devotion and love to her children.

2. Her attractions: her priority must not be shopping, lounging, friendships, TV soaps, etc., but the welfare of her family.

3. Her accent: the driving desire of her life needs to be building her home, teaching and training her children, loving her husband…not cleaning or décorating the house.

II.  THE CHRISTIAN LADY:

A. Her Character:

1. She is called the “virtuous woman” in Prov. 31.

2. The word “virtuous” is only used to describe women in the Bible and means one who is strong or powerful in character.

3. Remember ladies, that meekness is not weakness; our Lord was meek!

B. Her Conversation:

1. The Christian lady’s speech is not harsh, negative, critical, full of gossip and back-biting or loud, but quiet, gentle, positive, constructive and full of praise.

1 Pet. 3:1

1
Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 

ILLUS:  Peter says what nagging won’t accomplish, sweetness will.  Nagging is defined as “persistent admonition.” (  An ancient torture was to drip water on a person’s forehead till he went mad.

Prov. 27:15

15
  A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike. 

C. Her Conduct:  

1. If a husband or a child cannot be won over by a multitude of words, they may indeed respond to the wife’s/mother’s loving and kind actions.

2. A lady’s conduct includes all she is and does;  it is a combination of her character and conversation.

D. Her Clothing:

1 Pet. 3:2-4

2
While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 

3
Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

4
But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

1. The woman’s adornment in this passage includes not just clothing, but her hair style and jewelry.

2. There is a contrast here between the adorning of the body and the adorning of the heart: outer beauty vs. inner beauty.

a. This is not a prohibition of jewelry or fixing the hair (or it would also be a prohib-ition of wearing clothes!).

b. The thought is that you should not become a clothes horse, a jewelry wagon nor a walking hairpiece; i.e., these areas should not be your primary focus – the orna-ment of a meek and quiet spirit, should be your adornment.

c. Peter is not commending neglect of appearance, but artificiality

d. The Bible makes the purpose of clothing, the covering of the body, i.e., modesty.

ILLUS:  It is possible to be fundamental in doctrine and have the right attitude, but to destroy the message you want to send by the way you dress or adorn your body.  There is no hint here that a Christian lady should go to the other extreme of emulating a ragbag or of making herself conspicuous by drabness.


Your beauty should depend on that which shines in your daily living; at the breakfast table, in your housekeeping, in how you raise your children, in how you treat your husband, in your meekness, gentleness, kindness and patience.
CONCL:  Perhaps the statement that “the hand that rocks the cradle, is the hand that rules the world” is an overstatement, but it has a great deal of biblical merit.  You may have been born female, were trained to be a girl, grew up to be a woman, became a lady.  Maybe you are even a wife and mother.  “FEMALES, GIRLS, WOMEN, LADIES, WIVES and MOTHERS,”  - this is God’s order.  How about it, mom…do you love your husband, do you keep your home, do you guard your heart?  How about it Christian lady…how’s your character, your conversation, your conduct and your clothing?

“MOTHERS FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM”

TEXT:  Titus 2:3-5

THESIS:  To show the characteristics and duties of mothers, grandmothers, daughters and wives.

INTRO:    A.  Mother’s Day was started as a national holiday in America in Phila. because of a lady named Ann Jarvis, over 50 years ago.  It was first observed in churches as a result of the Bible’s emphasis on motherhood.  

               B.  No society survives for long when the mothers lose their natural affection for their children or children lose their respect for their mothers.  In our country today the abortion industry threatens the very existence of our nation.  The disrespect for life generated by abortion, degrades motherhood and creates an ungodly atmosphere where children no longer respect or honor their parents.

        C.  Biblically God has set standards for mothers and guidelines for children.

The duties of moms and grandmoms, daughters and wives are given to us in this centuries -old passage of Scripture, which nonetheless sets the standard for “MOTHERS FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM.”

I.  GODLY MOMS and GRANDMOMS:  V.3-4A

A. Their Behavior: v.3

1. The first prerequisite to godliness is holiness.

a. Godliness is nothing more than moral cleanness.

b. The godly mother or grandmother is to live her life as if it is a sacred 

Trust.

c. Holiness is Christ-honoring, but it also protects the woman and most importantly sets an example for children to follow.

2. If the first prerequisite to godliness is moral cleanness, the second is mutual carefulness.  “…not false accusers”

a. The godly mother or grandmother must bridle her tongue to avoid the 

natural tendency to demean, criticize or belittle others.

QUOTE:  Calvin:  “Talkitiveness is a disease of women and it is increased by age.”  

b. Christian ladies are to be careful in their conversation concerning others

and should set a godly example for all who know them; especially their children and grandchildren.

3. First comes moral cleanness, secondly mutual carefulness and then godly 

ladies are to be manifestly consistent.

a. Oliver Greene says that “the Greek suggests that it means that these 

women are not to talk and act like women who linger over wine” i.e., foolishly.

b. He further states that “this does not condone drinking even a little wine

- certainly not the kind we have in liquor stores and wineries today. There is no excuse for any spiritually minded person being confused over total abstinence from alcoholic beverages.”

ILLUS:   Even when Paul admonishes Timothy to “use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities,” he is not recommending wine with the alcoholic content of today’s wines.

B. Their Beliefs:  v.3b,4a

1. We have already seen that moms and grandmoms are to teach by their godly example.

2. They are also to formerly teach the younger women, the lessons of life they have learned in their years of serving the Lord.

ILLUS:   Obviously the admonition of Paul “I suffer not a woman to teach” was not intended for all types of teaching, they are simply not to “usurp authority over the man.”  1 Tim.2:12

a. Paul urges the older women to teach the younger women “good things,” 

i.e., spiritual truths to help them be better wives and moms.  

b. These “good things” follow in v.4-5

II.  GODLY DAUGHTERS and WIVES:  v.4-5

A. Acceptable Behavior:  v.4-5a

ILLUS:   No one “catches” good health, but you can follow a preventive regimen.  The ministry of the older women was to teach the younger women how to avoid poor spiritual health.  They were to learn how to have a healthy and happy home.  To do so they would have to follow the older ladies’ prescription.

1. The younger women were to follow the example of the older women and avoid excessive and addictive behavior.  “sober…”

2. The older women were to instruct the younger women to “love their husbands…and…children (note the order!).”

ILLUS:   The Holy Spirit knew that women would leave their “natural afffection” for lust, lesbianism, prostitution, abortion and abuse of children - and we are seeing this happen NOW!  

              This admonition is necessary also because we are all basically selfish.  Often wives and mothers put their job or career above their husbands and children.  Some place their poodles, parakeets and promotions over their home, husbands and children.

              As one little 3 year old said, who was always taking second place in his mother’s heart, and who wanted her full attention. “I wish I had two mommies – one to go to work and the other to sit on the couch with me.”

a. If only we could get wives and moms to love their husbands and children 

again and make them a priority, the home would be a suburb of heaven!

b. Couples may live in a mansion, have the finest furniture, eat the best 

foods, and dress in designer clothes, but if the hearts are not knit together in love, that mansion is a hell on earth!

ILLUS:   It seems redundant to require the older women to teach the younger women to love their children.  But moms, no other person will ever love your child as you can.  No other person can train and discipline your children as you can.  No one can take the place of a godly mother;  therefore moms should love their children above fame, money, beauty, houses or social prestige.  A mother should forsake all except her husband to give her love, time and attention to her children. 

3. They were to be instructed to be “discreet,” i.e., to have controlled desires

and be temperate.

4. They were to be taught that they must be “chaste,” i.e., innocent, modest.

5. They were to be taught that they must be “keepers at home.”

ILLUS:   A woman may “make” a home with out keeping it.  She may “spend time” in a home with out keeping it; but she can work outside the home and still keep it.  (Prov.31)

She “keeps” her home by protecting it from the worldly influences, interferences and outside interests.  There is no greater career than this for a married woman!

6. They must be “good,” i.e., she is to be above reproach in her testimony.

ILLUS:   “Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing!”  God made woman to make this world a sweeter, brighter, happier place to live.  Adam was lonely;  his life was empty, incomplete.  The sweetest thing on this earth is a “good” woman!  If you have found one, men, treasure her!  Oliver Green said the sweetest and meanest thing on this earth is a woman.  She has a greater capacity to love than a man, but also a greater capacity to hate than a man.  He quoted someone who said:  “There never has been a great man who did not have a great woman in his life”  and he added “there never has been an ungodly man to whose wretchedness a woman did not  contribute!”

7. They must be taught to be “obedient to their own husbands.”

ILLUS:   Oh, the unsearchable riches of the KJB, how simple are its precepts and its inestimable wisdom past finding out!  But it cuts across the grain of modern marriages, wimpish men, liberated career women and new version translators.  So it is watered down in the new “bibles” (except the NKJB which retains “obedient” here)!

              God created woman for a specific purpose – but He did not create her to rule man!  Any home, church or nation ruled by a woman is headed for destruction.

B. Avoiding Blasphemy:  v.5b

1. Since blasphemy is “confined to that which is defamatory of the Divine 

Majesty” the translations have a problem with the ref. being to the Word of God, so they substitute “maligned…dishonored,” etc.

2. But God’s Word is blasphemed whenever its precepts are distorted, or 

Ignored, and here the precepts deal with grandmoms, moms, wives and mothers.

ILLUS:   God honored woman by allowing her to conceive and bring forth His only begotten Son.   Man had no part in the birth of Jesus; the virgin Mary gave Him His flesh, and God gave Him His blood (Acts 20:28).  God has also honored woman in allowing her to be a wife and mother, but she must take her responsibilities seriously.

CONCL:   What we need are godly “MOTHERS FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM” with all the qualities and character outlined here.  How do you measure up, ladies?!  Of course you cannot be a godly mother if Jesus isn’t your Savior.  Come to Him now!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Father’s Day

“OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN...”

TEXT: Rom. 11:22

THESIS: To prove the point that “Our heavenly Father is too good to be unkind and too wise to make a  mistake” from God’s Word.
INTRO:  A. My friend Pastor Carl LoTurco faced several major tragedies and testings: the ‘accident’ which took his son and daughter-in-law, a daughter who is an invalid and a little grandaughter who was suddenly taken away with some unknown disease.  But on a table in back of his desk in his
study is a plaque with the quotation by Dr. R.T. Ketcham which reads: “Your heavenly Father is too good to be unkind and too wise to make mistakes.”  And he obviously believes that, since in spite of his trials he has “stayed by the stuff” and not quit on God!



B. One of the believer’s favorite titles for the Lord is “Father.”  It likens Him to our concept of an earthly father.  A godly earthly father should be like the Lord both in His “severity” and in His “goodness” - i.e., we should be wise enough to be severe when necessary but always
tempered with goodness towards our children.  The Bible also teaches that, like our heavenly Father, we are to be “as wise as serpents and as harmless as doves.”  

TRANS:  Dr. Ketcham’s statement needs to be examined in the light of God’s Word and thus we will learn how an earthly father is to minister to his children...

YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS...

I.  ...TOO GOOD TO BE UNKIND:


A. Is Chastening Unkind?   Heb. 12:6-11

ILLUS:  Discipline is related to discipleship.  To produce disciples there must be discipline.  Loving
parents discipline their children to disciple them.  (Note how closely the words are related by their spelling.)  



1. Chastening is only unkind if the objective is wrong.



2. Chastening is only unkind if the one doing the chastening has the wrong motives.

ILLUS:  Our text speaks of he “severity of God.”  Because of His nature, which is governed by His primary attribute of holiness, He cannot have impure motives, His chastening is always good.  His objective is always right, that of making disciples with character.  Earthly fathers should discipline with the right objective and the right motives also.


A father who chastens his child because of immature actions or decisions (based on the

maturity level of his child!) is not wrong or unkind.  Not to do so would be unkind.  If a five year old throws a tantrum because you refuse to give him the keys to your car, he needs chastening
(and so does a 16 or 18 yr. old if he doesn’t have the maturity to be responsible).

CHASTENING IS NOT UNKIND IF IT PRODUCES DISCIPLES!


B. Is Purging Unkind:  John 15:1,2,5



1. Purging is likened to pruning branches of a fruit-bearing vine in the text.

2. Purging differs from chastening in that chastening is done to correct immature behavior whereas purging removes hindrances to fruit-bearing.

ILLUS:  You may be chastened because of sinful activity.  You may be pruned or purged to rid you of some seemingly harmless thing in your life which may stand in the way of fruit-bearing.  It is simply “dead wood” which is non-productive.  Just as the Lord doesn’t chasten those who are not His children, He does not prune or
purge those who are not “in Him.”

PURGING IS NOT UNKIND IF IT PRODUCES FRUIT!


C. Is Pain Unkind?  Rom. 8:18



1. Pain would be unkind if it was unproductive.



2. Pain in the believer’s life is not unproductive since it:




a. Makes us more appreciative of what our former state was.




b. Makes us more sensitive to the needs of others.




c. Makes us more dependent upon the Lord.  v.26.27

d. Makes us more diligent to find how this too fits into God’s overall plan for our lives. v.28





e. Makes us long for heaven and the “glory which shall be revealed in us...”  v.18

ILLUS:  Pain is not unproductive and it is positively purposeful.  Whether your pain is physical, emotional, financial, or mental, it has a purpose.  The Apostle Paul experienced more pain in his
life after he was saved than in all his previous years put together.  He was beaten with 39 lashes on 5 separate occasions, stoned (to death) once, was involved in 3 shipwrecks and spent 24 hours overboard, had been robbed, ridiculed and harassed, suffered hunger, thirst and cold due to insufficient clothing.  Yet it is Paul who after summarizing his painful experiences wrote: “If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.”  II Cor. 11:30 

PAIN IS NOT UNKIND IF IT SECURES REWARDS IN GLORY!


D. Is Persecution Unkind?  

2 Tim. 3:12

12
  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 



1. Persecution would be unkind if God permitted it without some long-range benefit.

2. Every one of the Apostles went thru persecution, because they lived godly lives, yet every
 one considered it an honor to suffer for His sake Who suffered for them.

ILLUS: Perhaps the reason you do not suffer persecution is that you are not living a godly life and thus God doesn’t think you are worth it!  How sad if true!

PERSECUTION IS NOT UNKIND SINCE THE SERVANT IS NOT BETTER THAN HIS MASTER!

II.  ...TOO WISE TO MAKE MISTAKES:


A. Was Creation A Mistake?

1. Since God’s original creation was marred by Satan’s and man’s fall, should we con-sider it a mistake on God’s part.

2. Obviously God knew about the fall of His creation and since He is perfect it could not be a mistake.

ILLUS: God not only knew about the fall but He already had a plan of redemption in place before the creation.  His Son is called “the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world.”


B. Was Judas A Mistake?

1. When Christ chose the 12 Apostles He deliberately chose Judas knowing he would betray Him; did He make a mistake?



2. To the contrary: Judas would be a fulfillment of prophecy.  Mt. 26:52-56


C. Are You A Mistake?

1. With all your faults, failures, sins and problems...you are not a mistake; God made you and saved you and God cannot make any mistakes.

2. This is not an excuse for your failures and you are still responsible to serve the Lord as best as you can with the gifts, talents, abilities and maturity He imparted to you.

ILLUS:  You are no more a mistake than the cross of Calvary was a mistake.  You are a part of 
God’s perfect plan.

CONCL: The good news is that YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS TOO GOOD TO BE UNKIND and TOO WISE TO MAKE MISTAKES!  Praise His holy Name!  He wooed us, won

us, saved us and is working in us, to produce what He desires.  Sometimes it is painful, but it cannot be because He is unkind or because He made a mistake.  Amen!

F.H. – 6/21/98














                

FATHERS SAM

S.D. – Father’s Day

“TO BE A FATHER LIKE THE FATHER” or

“THE DADITUDES”

TEXT:  Malachi 4:5,6

THESIS:  To show some of the qualities of our heavenly Father which earthly fathers should

emulate.

INTRO:  A  If you knew the words you were about to say to your children would be the last

ones in many years, what would you say?  God spoke His last words to His children for 400 years.  These words are recorded in our text.  That’s it!  No “Good bye,” no “Best wishes,” not even an “I love you.”  A strange way to sign off for 4 centuries.

B.  The nation was in a state of national apostasy.  There had been 2 exiles, the city of Jer-usalem and the Temple had been destroyed.  There was no reverence for God and no respect from children to their parents.  God’s first institution, the home (home, church, Govt.), was caving in.  A nation cannot be strong without a strong church; the church cannot be strong without strong homes.

QUOTES:  Schroeder: Dadship and Discipleship  “America is no stronger than its churches, the churches are no stronger than their families and the families are no stronger than the fathers.” to paraphrase Carl McIntire:  “As goes the church, so goes the nation; as goes the home so goes the church.” 

TRANS:  Israel needed revival.  Nothing short of that could rescue them from doom.  Only revival could reconcile the fathers withtheir children, or perhaps, only the reconciliation be- tween fathers and their children could bring about revival.  And so it is in America today! America is just as desperate for revival today.  We have rebellion against authority, esp. parents.  Family breakdown due to divorce, abandonment, domestic violence and verbal, physical and sexual abuse is now the norm, rather than the exception.  Qualities such as reverence, respect and righteousness are hardly in our vocabulary today.  (IBID., p.13,14) What’s the answer?  We need fathers like the Father!

The perfect dadship of God reveals His unconditional love, His limitless grace, His tender communication, His persistent mercy, His gentle strength, His abundant provision, His infinite wisdom, and His selfless sacrifice.  These are the qualities dads today need to emulate and imitate.  In fact, “TO BE A FATHER LIKE THE FATHER” every dad needs to strive to measure up to His perfection.  “Be ye holy as I am holy” is still in the Bible. Here then is a prescription to make it so.  I call them “THE DADITUDES”… (IBID.)

I. BLESSED ARE THE SPIRITUAL DADS (FOR THEY SHALL BE LEADERS)

A. Leadership Must Be By Example:

1. You can never expect in those who follow you more than you are willing to commit 

to yourself.

2. If your children never see dad lead the family in devotions, Bible study, soul-winning, etc., you are deceiving yourself in believing they will do these things.

ILLUS:  As Pastor I must go soul-winning if I expect you to do so.  Deacons must not only meet and make recommendations to the congregation, they too must lead by example.  If they don’t go soul-winning, they have no right to expect the members on their deacon’s list to do so, let alone their children!  If Sunday school teachers don’t tithe, they should not expect their students to do so, even though they teach it from God’s Word!

II. BLESSED ARE RELIABLE DADS (FOR THEY SHALL BE RESPECTED)

A. Respect Demands Keeping Commitments:

1. Children have a habit of making your casual comments into oral contracts.

2. In other words, they take you at your word and expect you to keep your commitments

3. Don’t promise what you can’t produce!

4. Don’t make appointments you can’t or don’t intend to keep.

ILLUS:  It should be as important to a father to keep his family appointments as it is to keep

his business appointments.  Kids often consider their parents liars and never count on any commitment they make, because they have been broken so often in the past.

5. Children consider broken promises lies.

6. We teach our children to tell the truth;  they have a right to expect their teachers

to live the lesson.

7.    Children, unlike animals, are born completely dependent upon their parents and   need constant care, concern and commitment, which reassures them of parental love.

ILLUS:  Parents try to teach their children to do those things which they are capable of.  It is

not that the kids want to remain dependent, but getting their parents to wait on them reas-sures them of their parents concern and interest in their needs.  As the kids grow up their needs are no longer just material, but also emotional and spiritual and they need to know mom and dad will be there for them.

III. BLESSED ARE GENTLE DADS (FOR THEY ARE OBEYING SCRIPTURE)

Eph. 6:4



4
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Col. 3:21

21
  Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 

A. Obedience Provokes Followship:

1. Another way of saying this is that disobedience to God’s command to fathers will provoke disrespect and rebellion in their children.

2. Dads are often harsh, dictatorial and domineering and provoke their children to resentfulness.

3. The words “nurture and admonition” in Eph. 6:4 mean “disciplinary correction” and

“mild rebuke and warning.”

4. To be gentle, doesn’t mean to be soft or overindulgent.

5. Manliness and meekness are not contradictory words or qualities.

ILLUS:  Here’s your 4 year old dawdling over her oatmeal.  She isn’t hungry and doesn’t like eating wallpaper paste with sugar on it, and is eager to watch Blue Clues.  But as her father, you act as if she has personally offended you out of blatant rebellion and you bellow something like “Young lady, you’re going to sit there until you have swallowed the last spoonful of that delicious oatmeal, or else…” So much for gentleness!  If that is an isolated incident rather than a pattern, she will survive and so will her respect for you, but if not…

IV. BLESSED ARE SELFLESS DADS  (FOR THEY SHALL PROVIDE MEMORIES)

A. Selflessness Places A High Priority On Your Children:

1. It means planning things and going places your children like over your preference.

2. It means amusement parks, long lines, etc. over a peaceful day sitting under a tree.

3. It means you seek their benefit over your own.

4. It means denying yourself to ensure their needs are met.

5. It means working extra hours to pay for their Christian schooling.

6. It means spending more time withthe family than withyour friends or your hobby.

ILLUS:  I haven’t always been as selfless as I should have been, but nothing pleases me more now than to hear of some precious memory my kids have of a vacation or something we did as a family together.  I think my kids all love the ocean because of precious memories we built together when they were young spending a week at the Christian Admiral, or a week we couldn’t afford because of the generosity of friends who shared their summer home with us I hate the lines at amusement parks, but I have precious memories of times spent on rides with the kids, enjoying (?) the day withthe family, doing what they wanted to do.

V. BLESSED ARE LOVING DADS (FOR THEY SHALL BE LOVED)

ILLUS:  When Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment, He said, “Thou shalt

love the Lord your God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”

Mt. 23:37  He knew that if His disciples did this, all the other commandments would be ful-filled as well.  The same is true about our love for our children.  When we truly love them, all the other requirements for being good fathers and mothers will be fulfilled.

A. Unconditional Love Produces Reciprocal Love:

1. Unconditional love is in spite of love.

2. It is not based on performance, personality or potential, it is based on that fact that

you children are!

3. A child who knows he or she is loved simply because he or she is, will be secure, open, trusting and loving in return.

4. Unconditional love is valuing the person rather than what they do or don’t do.

5. Unconditional love is a matter of the will, not emotion (thus if you don’t have it, you can have it.

ILLUS:  One child may do more or do something better than another child or even you, but if you love them for who they are and not what they do, they will know that and love you in return…even when you are less than perfect.  Doing is not the issue, being is.  In God’s sight your children are worth just as much as you, even if they are handicapped, immature, cantan-kerous, difficult, or.  If a measure of success is perceived to be the measure of your love, that is felt by your children.  If a child feels that they have to succeed at your agenda for them to be loved, they know it in the core of their soul.  

CONCL:  Blessed are the dads who are spiritual, reliable, gentle, selfless and loving.  Blessed

are the fathers who try to be like the Father! “TO BE A FATHER LIKE THE FATHER” should be the goal of every dad!  How do you measure up?




Maybe you don’t have THE FATHER Who is perfect as your Father, yet.  Maybe your earthly father didn’t measure up.  Why not come to the Savior and get in God’s family  The Father is waiting.

F.H. - 6/18/95
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“OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN...”

TEXT: Rom. 11:22

THESIS: To prove the point that “Our heavenly Father is too good to be unkind and too wise to make a  mistake” from God’s Word.

INTRO:  A. My friend Pastor Carl LoTurco faced several major tragedies and testings: the ‘accident’ which took his son and daughter-in-law, a daughter who is an invalid and a little grandaughter who was suddenly taken away with some unknown disease.  But on a table in back of his desk in his
study is a plaque with the quotation by Dr. R.T. Ketcham which reads: “Your heavenly Father is too good to be unkind and too wise to make mistakes.”  And he obviously believes that, since in spite of his trials he has “stayed by the stuff” and not quit on God!



B. One of the believer’s favorite titles for the Lord is “Father.”  It likens Him to our concept of an earthly father.  A godly earthly father should be like the Lord both in His “severity” and in His “goodness” - i.e., we should be wise enough to be severe when necessary but always
tempered with goodness towards our children.  The Bible also teaches that, like our heavenly Father, we are to be “as wise as serpents and as harmless as doves.”  

TRANS:  Dr. Ketcham’s statement needs to be examined in the light of God’s Word and thus we will learn how an earthly father is to minister to his children...

YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS...

I.  ...TOO GOOD TO BE UNKIND:


A. Is Chastening Unkind?   Heb. 12:6-11

ILLUS:  Discipline is related to discipleship.  To produce disciples there must be discipline.  Loving
parents discipline their children to disciple them.  (Note how closely the words are related by their spelling.)  



1. Chastening is only unkind if the objective is wrong.



2. Chastening is only unkind if the one doing the chastening has the wrong motives.

ILLUS:  Our text speaks of he “severity of God.”  Because of His nature, which is governed by His primary attribute of holiness, He cannot have impure motives, His chastening is always good.  His objective is always right, that of making disciples with character.  Earthly fathers should discipline with the right objective and the right motives also.


A father who chastens his child because of immature actions or decisions (based on the

maturity level of his child!) is not wrong or unkind.  Not to do so would be unkind.  If a five year old throws a tantrum because you refuse to give him the keys to your car, he needs chastening
(and so does a 16 or 18 yr. old if he doesn’t have the maturity to be responsible).

CHASTENING IS NOT UNKIND IF IT PRODUCES DISCIPLES!


B. Is Purging Unkind:  John 15:1,2,5



1. Purging is likened to pruning branches of a fruit-bearing vine in the text.

2. Purging differs from chastening in that chastening is done to correct immature behavior whereas purging removes hindrances to fruit-bearing.

ILLUS:  You may be chastened because of sinful activity.  You may be pruned or purged to rid you of some seemingly harmless thing in your life which may stand in the way of fruit-bearing.  It is simply “dead wood” which is non-productive.  Just as the Lord doesn’t chasten those who are not His children, He does not prune or
purge those who are not “in Him.”

PURGING IS NOT UNKIND IF IT PRODUCES FRUIT!


C. Is Pain Unkind?  Rom. 8:18



1. Pain would be unkind if it was unproductive.



2. Pain in the believer’s life is not unproductive since it:




a. Makes us more appreciative of what our former state was.




b. Makes us more sensitive to the needs of others.




c. Makes us more dependent upon the Lord.  v.26.27

d. Makes us more diligent to find how this too fits into God’s overall plan for our lives. v.28





e. Makes us long for heaven and the “glory which shall be revealed in us...”  v.18

ILLUS:  Pain is not unproductive and it is positively purposeful.  Whether your pain is physical, emotional, financial, or mental, it has a purpose.  The Apostle Paul experienced more pain in his
life after he was saved than in all his previous years put together.  He was beaten with 39 lashes on 5 separate occasions, stoned (to death) once, was involved in 3 shipwrecks and spent 24 hours overboard, had been robbed, ridiculed and harassed, suffered hunger, thirst and cold due to insufficient clothing.  Yet it is Paul who after summarizing his painful experiences wrote: “If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.”  II Cor. 11:30 

PAIN IS NOT UNKIND IF IT SECURES REWARDS IN GLORY!


D. Is Persecution Unkind?  

2 Tim. 3:12

12
  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 



1. Persecution would be unkind if God permitted it without some long-range benefit.

2. Every one of the Apostles went thru persecution, because they lived godly lives, yet every
 one considered it an honor to suffer for His sake Who suffered for them.

ILLUS: Perhaps the reason you do not suffer persecution is that you are not living a godly life and thus God doesn’t think you are worth it!  How sad if true!

PERSECUTION IS NOT UNKIND SINCE THE SERVANT IS NOT BETTER THAN HIS MASTER!

II.  ...TOO WISE TO MAKE MISTAKES:


A. Was Creation A Mistake?

1. Since God’s original creation was marred by Satan’s and man’s fall, should we con-sider it a mistake on God’s part.

2. Obviously God knew about the fall of His creation and since He is perfect it could not be a mistake.

ILLUS: God not only knew about the fall but He already had a plan of redemption in place before the creation.  His Son is called “the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world.”


B. Was Judas A Mistake?

1. When Christ chose the 12 Apostles He deliberately chose Judas knowing he would betray Him; did He make a mistake?



2. To the contrary: Judas would be a fulfillment of prophecy.  Mt. 26:52-56


C. Are You A Mistake?

1. With all your faults, failures, sins and problems...you are not a mistake; God made you and saved you and God cannot make any mistakes.

2. This is not an excuse for your failures and you are still responsible to serve the Lord as best as you can with the gifts, talents, abilities and maturity He imparted to you.

ILLUS:  You are no more a mistake than the cross of Calvary was a mistake.  You are a part of 
God’s perfect plan.

CONCL: The good news is that YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS TOO GOOD TO BE UNKIND and TOO WISE TO MAKE MISTAKES!  Praise His holy Name!  He wooed us, won

us, saved us and is working in us, to produce what He desires.  Sometimes it is painful, but it cannot be because He is unkind or because He made a mistake.  Amen!

F.H. – 6/20/99











      
     

 FATHER’S DAY ’99 SAM

S.D. – Father’s Day

“FATHERHOOD – A CHOICE”
TEXT: Gen. 18:18-19

THESIS:  To set forth Abraham and Lot as fathers presenting a positive and negative role

models.

INTRO:  A.  Fatherhood is a choice, i.e., a man chooses to become a father and then he chooses what kind of father he will be.  A man has about 30 years of fatherhood, if we take age 20 as the general starting point and age 50 as the end of having his children under his roof.  In those 20-30 years the most important time is when the children are young, i.e., 0-16.  If he has done well the older years will care of themselves.  If he has failed in those years, it is doubtful that his children can be reclaimed.  His choices affect his children and their choices for life.



B.  Much is being examined today concerning why teens kill other teens, etc. We can lay much responsibility at the feet of our society in general.  

ILLUS: Our society has made choices.  In 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court recognized humanism, which is anti-God, as a religion in spite of the 1st Amendment.  In 1962 it banned devotional prayer from public schools.  In 1980 it banned devotional Bible reading.  In 1987 it banned the teaching of biblical creationism in the classroom, while establishing evolution as science.  Christians are not permitted access to the minds of young people in the schools of America as to morality, standards and truth, but the humanists and evolutionists are permitted to teach that there are no absolute truths or moral standards of what is right and wrong and no God to answer to in judgment - and we taxpayers pay them to do it!  Gum chewing and talking in class was the biggest problem with students when I was growing up, now it is students bringing guns and knives to class.

We have to also pay to hire more policemen to patrol the schools and put video cameras on the buses to help curb violence and metal detectors to locate students with weapons. That is like trying to mop up spilled water while the faucet is running, or putting on bandaids without cleaning up the blood stream.

The real problem is in the home.  With both mom and dad working outside the home and not being there when the kids are home, the influence of TV, Hollywood, video games, computer access to the internet, etc., all part contributing.  But the answer is in parental leadership, and God lays the greatest responsibility on the fathers.

Fathers have choices and the Bible gives both negative and positive role-models.  We will examine one of each today.  How will your children rate you?

I.  ABRAHAM: THE MODEL FATHER  (Gen. 18:18,19; 25:5)
A. He Set The Example In Family Worship:

1. No sooner had God spoken to Abraham re: the Abrahamic Covenant; Abraham builds an altar.  Gen. 12:7

2. He moves to Bethel and again builds an altar.  Gen. 12:8

3. He later moved to Hebron and again built an altar.  Gen. 13:18

4. When he was told to offer his miracle son Isaac to the Lord, he obediently built an altar.  Gen. 22:9

ILLUS:  An altar in its most basic form is a place where God meets withman.  God longs to meet with those who are the heads of the home.  There God and man get to know each other.  (It was there that Abraham became the “friend of God.”) What a powerful example to any family to have the head of the home setting up an altar for the family where they can meet with the Lord daily!  Abraham made a choice and set the example in family worship.  Will you?

B. He Set The Example In Giving:  Gen.14:20 

1. Melchizedek was a picture of the Lord.

2. Abraham’s giving was voluntary, but required by God.

a. The family needs to see the head of the home as being faithful to his responsibilities to God and to see him being generous in giving.

b. The family needs to see the head of the home as being faithful to his responsibilities to others and to see him being generous in giving.

C. He Set The Example In Hospitality:  Gen. 18:1-8

1. He entertained the Lord and angels in his home.

2. He fellowshipped with the Lord in his home.

ILLUS:  Can’t you just hear Abraham or Sarah later recounting to Isaac how the Lord Himself had visited their home and how they had entertained Him?!  What an example!

D. He Set The Example In Compassion:  Gen. 18:23-33

1. Abraham knew the Lord’s purpose for going to Sodom.

2. Abraham had a compassion on the most ungodly of sinners and began to intercede for them; he had a soul-winners heart.

ILLUS:  Abraham begged God to spare the city if he could find only 10 righteous (saved) men in Sodom.  Oh, what compassion Abraham had.  But God could not!

E. He Set The Example In Faith:  Gen. 15:5,6

1. This old man believed the impossible because he trusted God’s promise.

2. Again and again through out his life Abraham chose to believe God in spite of

what he saw with his eyes.  

Rom. 4:19-20
19
  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

ILLUS:  Hey dad, have your kids ever seen you step out in faith and just trust God even when the circumstances said otherwise?  Imagine the impact on Isaac when he saw his father raise his knife over his chest, trusting God for the outcome!

F. He Set The Example Rejecting Materialism:  Gen. 13:5-11

1. He gave lot the first choice of the best land, risking poverty to avoid conflict.

2. He was willing to trust God in the bad land, rather than his own judgment in the “good” land.  (This was a spiritual decision!)

3. He refused to accept the bounty of the wicked King of Sodom.

Gen. 14:22-23
22
  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 

23
  That I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abramrich: 

ILLUS:  Hey dad, have your children ever seen you make decisions where it cost you financially or materially to make the right and moral decision?  Have they ever seen you choose them and their best interests over your comfort or pleasure?  For example, instead of buying that TV or new car or RV, you choose to place the kids in Christian school?  

G. He Set The Example In Obedience:  Gen. 12:1-3; 22:1-3

1. He obeyed when he could not see the result of his obedience.

2. He went out not knowing where he was going.

Heb. 11:8

8
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 

3. He offered his son when it seemed to be in conflict with God’s character.

ILLUS:  Say dad, do you tithe even when you are short on money?  Do you go soul winning when you are short on time?  Do you obey God only when its convenient? Your kids are watching.  They may be in this room!

II.  LOT: THE MATERIALISTIC FATHER  
A. He Set His Eyes On The World:  Gen. 13:10a

B. He Had His Heart In The World:  Gen. 13:12b

C. He Got Involved With The World:  Gen. 19:1

D. He Lost His Family To The World:  Gen. 19:14; 30-38

1. Lot made choices and it cost him his home, wealth, family and standing with the 

Lord.

2. Lot gained influence with the world, but he lost the influence in his own family.

CONCL:  Yes, fatherhood is a choice!  And fatherhood is filled with choices!  Which role model are you most like?  Abraham or Lot?!  Which choices will you make?  Are you spiritual or carnal?  Are you a model father or a materialistic and misguided father?  The choice is yours.  You only get one shot at being a father.  You had better make the right choices.  Your kids will either benefit or pay the price.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thanksgiving

F.H. - 11/25/92                                               

C:\PCF\THANKSG.WED

S.D. – Thanksgiving

"AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE"

TEXT: James 1:7

INTRO: A. Most religions engender fear in their followers.  Christ removes fear and encou-rages thanksgiving and praise to God.  God is not some ogre or monster in heaven who delights in the miseries of His people, but rather is defined in our text as the "Father of lights...(who sends) every good and perfect gift..."

B. He wants us to praise Him and those who develop "AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE" have thankful hearts and turn life's tragedies into triumphs and make the best out of the worst of circumstances and are a delight to be around.  Just what is thanksgiving?

QUOTES: Mt. Henry: "Thanksgiving is a proper answer to dark and disquieting thoughts and may be an effectual means to silence them."  John Henry Jowett: "Gratitude is a vaccine, an antitoxin and an antiseptic."  Anon: "Thanksgiving destroys the poison of faultfinding and grumbling."

TRANS: This verse, if applied, will produce "AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE"...

I.  GRATITUDE FOR GOOD:  "Every good..."

    A. God Is Good.

    B. God Is The Author of Good:

ILLUS: Not so according to the Calvinist who makes God the Author of Evil:  "All things including even the wicked actions of wicked men and devils – are brought to pass in accord-ance with God's eternal purpose."  G. Grecham Machen

1. The thankful person is also the thoughtful person and gives God the glory for every "good" thing in life.

2. In my list of things for which to praise the Lord I never include my sin, demons, Satan, perversion, etc.  Why? Because God is good!

ILLUS: The thankful person says: "I have so much more than I deserve."  The unthankful person says: "I deserve so much more than I have."

II. GRATITUDE FOR GIFTS: "Every...perfect gift..."

    A. The Gift of God's Grace:  God gives us what we do not deserve!

    B. The Gift of God's Son:

    C. The Gift of God's People:

    D. The Gift of A Thorn:

       1. God doesn't SEND thorns, but He may permit them.

NOTE: Paul calls his "thorn in the flesh" a messenger of Satan, but he realized that it was one of those "all things" which, though not good in itself was working together for good for him.

ILLUS: Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer of 8000 hymns, wrote her first poem at age 8:  Oh, what a happy child I am,  Although I cannot see! I am resolved that in this world, Contented I will be. How many blessings I enjoy - That other people don't!  So weep or sigh because I'm blind, I cannot, nor I won't!

       2. God permits many things we consider thorns which develop a thankful heart.

ILLUS: Matthew Henry was once mugged.  Reflecting on the experience he wrote in his diary: "Let me be thankful, first, because I was never robbed before; second, because although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because, although they took my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who was robbed, no I who robbed."

III. GRATITUDE FOR GOD:  "the Father..."

     A. He is the Father of Lights:  (not the father of lies or the Prince of darkness!)

     B. He is the Unchanging Father:  "no variableness..."

     C. He is not a Fickle Father: "nor shadow of turning..."

CONCL: Let's just praise the Lord tonite and develop "AN ATTITUDE FOR GRATITUDE

FOR GOOD...GIFTS...and GOD!

F.H. - 11/24/93                                           

C:\PCF\THANKSG.WED

S.D. - Thanksgiving

"DON'T JUST SIT THERE, SAY SO!"

TEXT: Ps. 107:1-3

INTRO: A. Praise is to be a normal part of the Christians life.  It should be a daily exercise.  It should not be just a quiet thing, but a public ministry.  Our text in v.2 tells us "DON'T JUST SIT THERE, SAY SO!"  Those who have been redeemed have much to "say so" about...not the least of which

   is that we have been "redeemed from the hand of the enemy."

 
B. There are at least 4 areas we are to "say so" about in our text.  We are to "Say So..." about God's Goodness, His Mercy, His Redemption and His Gathering...

I.  'SAY SO' ABOUT GOD'S GOODNESS: V.1A

    A. God is Good:

1. We may speak about His omnipotence, majesty, eternality, etc. but if we fail to praise Him for His goodness we miss His one underlying attribute.

2. Think of an all powerful Being who was not good!  Or an omniscient God who was not good.

II. 'SAY SO' ABOUT GOD'S MERCY:  v.1b

    A. God is Merciful:

       1. What about a God who was simply just but not merciful...or fair but not merciful...

       2. The word mercy has 3 basic meanings: strength, steadfastness and love.

ILLUS: The biblical illus. of mercy was David's kindness toward undeserving Mephibosheth in Jonathan's behalf.

II Sam. 9:7  And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. 

III. 'SAY SO' ABOUT GOD'S REDEMPTION: v.2

    A. God Has Redeemed Us:

       1. His goodness and mercy motivate Him to purchase our sin-stained souls.

       2. If all is negative, we nonetheless have our redemption to praise the Lord for.

NOTE: Israel's enemy was the Babylonians...ours was Satan.  We have been redeemed from the clutches of our enemy.

IV. 'SAY SO' ABOUT GOD'S GATHERING: v.3

    A. God Gathers His People:

       1. From every walk of life, nationality, tribe, kindred and tongue.

       2. From every circumstance of life.

       3. He will gather us home to heaven and not lose even one.

CONCL: Surely we have much to praise His Name for tonite.  Every person here could have and should have something to "SAY SO" about.  "DON'T JUST SIT THERE...SAY SO!"

F.H. - 11/19/95

















 C:\PCF\THANKSGV.SAM

S.D. – Thanksgiving

“DON’T FORGET TO SAY ‘THANKS’!”

TEXT: Lk. 17:11-19

THESIS:  To reveal the proper response of the believer to the Lord for all His benefits and blessings.

INTRO:  A. Parents often remind their children: “DON’T FORGET TO SAY ‘THANKS’!”  We should learn early in life to be grateful for whatever comes our way.  But as we grow up we often
do forget to say thanks for our health, well-being, the sun, rain, beauty around us, our sight, hearing, speech, emotions, God’s Person and work, etc.  

ILLUS:  We are like the farmer who lives at the foot of the Rocky mountains who no longer appreciates the grandeur of those snow-clad slopes; or like the person fortunate enough to live with a breathtaking view of the ever changing sea and within earshot of the breaking surf.


As Christians we have tired of the “old, old story” of Christ’s love for us - it has become “old hat.”  We forget to thank Him for His mercy, grace, Bible and bountiful blessings.



B. We need to learn to live in the Psalms as well as in the Epistles.  We need to praise the

Lord as well as be sound in our doctrine.  We need to have thankful hearts as well as educated minds.  We need to sing His praises as well as to study His Word.  “DON’T FORGET TO SAY

‘THANKS’!” for His multiplied blessings manifested in a million ways.

TRANS:  The passage before us illustrates the point. The Lord contrasts gratitude and unthankfulness in the story of the 10 lepers who were healed...

I.  THEY WERE COMPANIONS IN SUFFERING:  V.12


A. They Were All Lepers:  “ten men that were lepers...”

NOTE: Later we find that one was a Samaritan who would never have been tolerated by his Jewish companions except for their common misery.  The prejudices that seem so important dim in time of trouble!


B. They Were All Cast Offs:  “stood afar off...”

ILLUS:  As their leprosy set them apart from all that was clean, so our sin set us apart from our Savior. Oh the grace of God - who are we that we should approach the sinless Savior?

II. THEY WERE COMPANIONS IN PRAYER:  V.13


A. They Were All Conscious Of Their Need:  “lifted up their voices...”



1. Their request was unanimous.



2. Their request was desperate.  “

ILLUS: Doctors may rename sin and call it alcoholism, homosexuality, etc., but they can’t cure it!  These men went to the only real Source for curing their leprosy! (sin)


B. They  Were All Aware Of His Claims:  “Jesus, Master...”



1. They had no doubt attempted all the traditional cures or given up in hopelessness, 


including the religious - but were not even permitted in the Temple!



2. But now Jesus came into the picture and suddenly there was at least slim hope.

III. THEY WERE COMPANIONS IN OBEDIENCE:  V.14a


A. All Did What They Were Told:



1. They no doubt had reservations, but they were obedient.

2. They no doubt had heard Jesus castigate the religious leaders, but they did what He said.
(He repudiated the abuses and abusers of the system, not the God-ordered system itself.)




a. This is a test of their response to Him and His Word.




b. While they were yet unclean they were to act as though they had been healed.


B. All Simply Obeyed (even though perhaps skeptical - but they were realized they were 

helpless - they couldn’t help themselves and no-one else could help them)

ILLUS: Christ did not touch them, ask them questions, etc. - He simply SPOKE!  And the power of His Word healed them.  “as they went, they were cleansed!”  (Unlike today’s fake healers.)

IV.  THEY WERE COMPANIONS IN BLESSING:  v.14b


A. All Were Healed:



1. Ten at a time!  



2. They had come into contact withomnipotence!

ILLUS:  A man could become a millionaire and he could be crowned with life long fame if he could heal
just ONE incurable; but Christ healed 10 (or more) at a time!

Mt. 15:30-31

30
  And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: 

31
  Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 

ILLUS: We too were companions in suffering (sin), in prayer, obedience and blessing!  But are we all thankful?

V.  THEY WERE SEPARATE IN THANKSGIVING:  V.15-19


A. They Were All Healed, Only One Returns:  v.15,16



1. They had enough faith for prayer, but not enough thanksgiving for praise.



2. There are many who pray, but few who praise!

ILLUS:  Would to God our praise would be proportionate to our prayers.  We come to Him in a 
crisis, and forget Him when it passes.  Like sailors in a storm or soldiers in a foxhole.

3. He used his restored body for praise: his feet (“turned back”), his mouth (“loud voice”), his
 whole body (“fell on his face”), his heart (“giving Him thanks”).

ILLUS:  Lord help us to be as enthusiastic about His cleansing of our soul as this man was about the cleansing of his body!  Let’s never “throw cold water” on a new convert’s enthusiasm!  Let’s help him praise the Lord!  Let’s be vocal (“loud voice”) in our praise!


B. Nine Were Jews...One Was A Samaritan:

1. Perhaps the former prejudice...lost in time of need returned?  (His former companions left him!).



2. More likely, as a Samaritan, he realized that Jesus, a Jew, showed Him compassion.

ILLUS: “Unto whom much is given, much shall be required.”  Those who have the most forgiven, should be the most thankful.  But since ALL have sinned, surely ALL should praise!



3. The “Samaritan” left the others to return to do what they refused to do.

ILLUS: “You can sin withthe crowd and go to hell withthe crowd, but you will come to Jesus ALONE!
Salvation is personal!


C. Nine Were Thankless...One Was Thankful:  v.17,18



1. The nine received what the Samaritan received:




a. Physical healing                                




b. Acceptance into society







c.  A new lease on life




d.  Earthly happiness

2. The nine lost what the Samaritan gained:  v.19




a. Spiritual life





   




b. Acceptance into God’s Kingdom    




c.
Heavenly bliss 








    




d.  God’ blessings

e. A thankful heart

CONCL:  The Samaritan offered his praise alone (“one of them”), promptly (“turned back”), intensely (“loud voice”), humbly  (“fell down on his face at His feet”) and uncritically (he gave no response to Jesus’ praise and didn’t criticize the others.  He didn’t FORGET TO SAY ‘THANKS’!”



“DON’T (YOU) FORGET TO SAY ‘THANKS’!” for all the Lord has done for you!

If you are not saved, the best thing you could do would be to thank the Lord for dying for you!

F.H. - 11/26/97












    

THANKSGIVING.WED

S.D. – Thanksgiving

“A PSALM TO SING ON THE WAY TO CHURCH”

TEXT:  Psalm 100

INTRO:  A.  David was excited about going to God’s House, so he penned these words to be used on the way, by God’s people.  We usually think of singing once we get to Church, but the Jews sang on the way there in a procession to the place of worship.

B. This is one of very few Psalms which have no mournful notes at all.  It is a totally happy Psalm, suggesting that every believer should be happy at the privilege of worship and should vocally praise the Lord and offer thanksgiving to Him for this honor.

I.  PRAISING ON THE WAY:  V.1-3

NOTE:  There are only 2 Psalms designated as “A Psalm of Praise.”  This is one and the other is Psalm 145.

A.  Singing His Praises :

1.  V.1 expresses the thought that praise should be universal among God’s people every-where.

2.  Here is the missionary nature of this Psalm;  it was Israel’s job (now ours)


 to spread the word about the Lord.

3.  V.2 speaks of service and worship.

4.  V. 3 presents God as exclusive and as the Creator and redeemer and His people


 as belonging to Him.

II.  PRAISING AT THE GATES:  V.4

A.  Preparing The Heart:

1.  Before entering the OLD TESTAMENT believer would pause at the beautiful gates of the Temple and contemplate the majesty of the Lord.

2.  This statement suggests that this was a simple believer, not a priest nor a High Priest.

a.  There were several barriers to the OLD TESTAMENT believer which kept him or her from close personal worship and fellowship with the Lord.

b.  First the gates had to be opened and then once inside, he could only get into the outer court, before passing thru another set of gates into the inner courtyard.

c.  There in front of him was the imposing bronze altar of sacrifice, remind him of the need for a blood sacrifice before he could proceed any further.

d.  Next was the barrier of the “bronze sea” or laver of cleansing, reminding him that even though the sacrifice was made, he needed to cleanse himself daily; first a radical cleansing then a recurrent cleansing!

e.  He had to gaze at the Holy Place thru the two bronze pillars which stood
assilent guards, to admit only the priestly class.

f.  He could never hope to go inside the Holy Place and even the priests could not enter the Holy of Holies and approach the Mercy Seat (once per year)!

ILLUS:  Praise God, Calvary has changed all that!  Because of the Cross we have access to the very throne of God’s grace!   If the OLD TESTAMENT believer could render praise and 

thanksgiving, how much more the NEW TESTAMENT saint?!

III.  PRAISING IN HIS HOUSE:  v.4b,5

A.  Regular Thanksgiving:

1.  This praise and thanksgiving was to be rendered every time the believer went to God’s house!

2.  He was to be grateful for the privilege of fellowship with the Lord and for the honor of worshipping Him because of His Holy Name, His Goodness, His
Mercy and His Truth!

CONCL:  How much more do we have for which to praise Him and to be thankful than the OLD TESTAMENT believer.  Our worship is direct.  Our praise and thanksgiving ought to 

abound.  We have access directly to His Throne Room.  Jesus our Savior sits enthroned on the Mercy Seat in Heaven.  Let’s just Praise the Lord, not just on the way to church, but in church and out of church…  “for the Lord is good;  His mercy is everlasting and His truth endureth to all generations.”

F.H. – 11/22/98













 

THANKSGIVING SAM

S.D. – Thanksgiving

“THANKSLIVING”

TEXT:  Luke 12:48

THESIS:  Thanksgiving is only real if translated into thanksliving.

INTRO:   A.  Thanksgiving is unique to America.  That’s because America was founded upon the principles of God’s Word and an acknowledgement of God’s blessings.  In 1621 the Pilg-rims celebrated the 1st Thanksgiving, praising the Lord for sparing them there 1st year in a very hostile land.  3 years later the Gov. of Mass. issued the 1st Thanksgiving Proclamation not only praising the Lord for protection and abundance but esp. that “God has granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience.”  Then he wrote “Now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, withyour wives and ye little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thurs. Nov.29th, of the yr. of our Lord one thousand six hundred and 23 and the 3rd yr. since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings.”  -Wm.  Bradford, Ye Governor of Ye Colony   

The Pres. of Argentina once asked Roger Babson, the statistician,  “I have been wondering why it is that South Amer. withall its natural advantages, its mines of iron, copper, coal, silver and gold:  its rivers and great waterfalls which rival Niagra, is so far behind N. America.  Babson asked the Pres. what he thought was the reason.  After a silence he replied:  “I have come to this conclusion.  S.Amer. was settled by the Spanish, who came to S. Amer. in search of gold;  but N. Amer. was settled by the Pilgrim Fathers, who went there in search of God.”

B.  In 1789 the Congress recommended to Pres. Geo. Washington to call for a national Thanksgiving.  The 3rd Pres. Thomas Jefferson, discontinued it.  In 1828 Sarah Hale (author of “Mary Had A Little Lamb”) began campaigning to reinstate Thanksgiving Day.  After 35 years of being turned down, being told it was “impossible” and “impractical” Pres. Abe Lincoln proclaimed the 4th Thurs. of Nov. as “National Thanksgiving Day” and in 1941, 78 years later, it was ratified by the Congress.

I. MUCH GIVEN:  

A. Thanksgiving For A Christian Nation:

ILLUS:  I fear for America.  God has blessed America and we have so much for which to be thankful.  But we have turned a day of Thanksgiving into a day of feasting, without thanking the one Who made it possible.  Instead of praising God for His blessings, we cheer for a foot-ball team.

Thanksgiving is a good day for R and R, for family fellowship, for enjoying God’s blessings.  But the believer shouldn’t just render Thanksgiving with his lips, but practice THANKS-LIVING with his life – “because unto whomsoever much is given, of him much shall be required.”

1. With all her ills America is still the best nation in the world for the believer to live and raise a family.

2. Biblically the problems in America and its apostasy can be traced back to believers “unto (whom) much (has been) given.”

QUOTES:  Spurgeon when asked what should be done when people fell asleep in church, said:  “Someone should wake up the preacher.” Someone else said:  “When the church affects the world, you have revival, but when the world affects the church, you have apostasy.”  A spirit-ual answer to “What’s really wrong with America?” was given by Wm. Penn: “If we will not be governed by God then we will be ruled by tyrants.”

3. America was established in those early years witha thankful spirit  and with Bible principles guiding it.

4. Soul winning was deemed so important that it was urged in the May flower Compact by the Pilgrims; they sought to evangelize the Indians and new settlers!  (Thanks-giving must be translated into Thanks living!)

B. Thanksgiving For A Christian Home:

1. If you grew up or are growing up in a Christian home you have much for which to be thankful.

2. You not only are shielded from worldly influences, but are taught Biblical principles and are encouraged to be thankful for all things.

1 Thes. 5:18

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

ILLUS:  Gen. Geo. Patton worked hard for his men to give all the comfort and care possible in battlefield conditions.  After 35 years of service to his country and to thousands of men, he received only one letter of thanks from a soldier under his command.  How many Christians are like that?  After years of care by Christian parents who have sacrificed for them, few express gratitude.

C.  Thanksgiving For A Christian Church/School:

1. We ought to consider it an honor to sit in these pews and hear God’s Word week-after-week, many don’t have a church like this.

ILLUS:  In our recent Missions Conference we saw films of remote villages where the Gospel had never been preached.  What a response when they first heard the Bible and the Gospel!  They rejoiced and praised the Lord for hours.  We complain if the preacher preaches 10 or 15 minutes longer than normal!  The tragedy is compounded when on Thanksgiving Day many will spend hours watching the Thanksgiving Day parades or football games and complain because it was not long enough!

2. Children in a Christian school ought to go to their parents regularly and thank them for the sacrifices they make to keep them there.

ILLUS:  The man said to his live-in girlfriend, “I am going over to pick up my unemployment check, then drop by the university to find out what’s holding up my check for my federal ed. grant.  Then I’ll stop by and pick up our food stamps.  Meanwhile, you go over to the free clinic and check on your test results, pick up your new glasses at the health center and go by the Welfare Dept. and apply for an increase in our eligibility limit.  Then I’ll meet you at 5 O’ clock at the Federal building. for the mass demonstration against the rotten Establishment.”  Are we sometimes guilty of the same attitude for everything we have received?

C. Thanksgiving For Christ Our Savior:

1. We have not only been saved to heaven, but saved from hell!

2. We don’t only have salvation, but all the blessings promised in God’s Word because of Christ.  

ILLUS:  It is not enough for the believer to be thankful, but he needs to demonstrate his thankfulness by his lifestyle.  He should not only offer Thanksgiving, but be sure he is THANKSLIVING!

II.  MUCH REQUIRED:


A. Responsibility:

1. The principle in the passage deals with the ratio between what we have been blessed with and our responsibility to those blessings.

2. The subject has to do with judgment based on stewardship.  v.42

a.   In the master’s absence the steward is responsible to care for whatever the master         has entrusted him with.

b. The passage may only deal withthe unsaved and degrees of punishment in hell, but the use of the word “servant” suggests other-wise.  v.46,47,48

c. The phrase in v.48 (our text) has a universal application, i.e., responsibility is based upon opportunity and blessing.

QUOTE:  Morris, Defender’s Bible note:  “This principle applies to the saved in heaven as well as to the unsaved in hell.  At ‘the judgment seat of Christ,’ all born again bels. will see their work examined to see ‘what sort it is.’  This passage clearly teaches that…those born in Christian homes, in Christian lands, with abundant access to Bibles, churches and schools, as well as other privileges will be evaluated more critically than those bels. who served the Lord without such advantages.”

B. Accountability:

Jas. 3:1

1
My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condem-nation. 

1. There are two concepts that need to be stressed;  1) we should not seek positions for position sake   2) we should not avoid serving where we know we can.

2. Accountability will include both groups.

ILLUS:  We will be accountable for what we know and what we do with what we know. Under the heading “When Light Is Heavy” M.R. DeHaan II spoke of a principle he found in a tongue-in-cheek article called “National Geographic: The Doomsday Machine.”  It said that the N.G. mag. will son doom the Amer. continent to a watery grave.  It said because it is such a fine mag. no one ever throws it away and they pile copies in attics and basements all over Amer.  In time the relentless accumulation of heavy paper will trigger earthquakes in Calif., sink coal mining towns, and precipitate mudslides.  Esp. hard hit will be large cities where subscribers cluster.  


This lighthearted idea has a serious spir. counterpart in the lives of many believers who accumulate the Word of God in our minds.  We “store away” Script. truth knowing it is too good to throw away.  But we must not be just hearers of the Word but doers.  We must not just save it but use it!  We must be not just Thanksgivers, but THANKSLIVERS!

CONCL:  “MUCH GIVEN…MUCH REQUIRED!”  We have been given so much, therefore we are responsible and accountable for so much!  It is wonderful to be full of thanksgiving for all He has given us, but we need to go beyond Thanksgiving to THANKSLIVING!  For those who have much to be thankful for, have much to be accountable for!!  How are you doing.   Are you just a Thanksgiver or a THANKSLIVER?

