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ADAM’S RIB, WOMEN’S LIB OR THE DEVIL’S FIB?

TEXT:  Genesis 2:18-25

18
And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 

19
And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 

20
And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

21
And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

22
And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

24
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

25
And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

THESIS:  To set forth the role, rights and responsibilities of women in the light of the Bible.

INTRO:  A.  Religion demeans women…the Bible exalts women!  The Muslim religion and its Scripture, the Koran, destroys feminine dignity.

ILLUS:  While men sit in the shade in Muslim countries, women work in stone quarries with picks and carry off the rubble in baskets on their heads.  Bricklayers are men, but the mortar mixers and hod carriers are women.  When one westerner saw this and questioned it, he was told “Women aren’t smart enough to lay bricks.” (p.46, 47 

Understanding the Islamic Explosion, Palmer)  The Equal Rights Amendment  (ERA), guaran-tees the “right” for women to work in the quarry and mix the mortar!  They can carry a gun, go to war and even have the privilege of sleeping in a fox hole with men and mud!

    B.   ERA, Women’s Lib, the Feminist Movement and Unisex are Satanic attacks against women and confuse sexual identity, destroy femininity, promote homosexuality and destroy Biblical authority.

TRANS:  The Bible speaks about women’s role, rights and responsibility…

I.  WOMEN’S ROLE:

A.  Adam’s Rib:


God “created” (Hebrew: “bara”) the world, He “formed” (Hebrew: “jatsar”) man and “made” (Hebrew: “banah”) woman.  The word for “rib” is “tselah” and is a feminine noun.  The word for “rib” is ordinarily used for a beam or joist in a building.  The Lord made or built a woman from a “beam” in man’s body.  The woman has a body different from anything else in creation.  A “house” was constructed for the woman’s soul!

The rib speaks of her role.  She was not an afterthought.  She was the crown of God’s creation.  The creation account is one of increasing complexity and importance.  You say “man is more important;  God created Him first.”  Using that logic you would have to say a mosquito or an aardvark is more important than man!

              Woman was the “help meet” (2 words) for man. That means that she was the one who was specifically created to be man’s complement; a help which was “meet” or fashioned just for him.


Man was incomplete without woman.  He is like a 2 sided triangle or a 3 sided square.   Man has the motor and gas but no starter.  Woman has the starter but no motor or gas.  He’s got what it takes but he needs someone to start him!  (If you don’t believe this ladies, whisper a few “sweet nothings” in his ear and see if you don’t start something!)


Woman’s primary role is to complete her husband.  The word “meet” is literally “aid.”  Woman is to aid her needy husband.  Ladies, he needs you more than you need him.  God didn’t create a child or a pet for man, he created a woman.  He didn’t see a child needing care, he saw a man needing help.  God didn’t make a woman for her children or to care for her house, but to complete her husband!

B.  Women’s Lib:


The “libbers” want role-reversal (hence the masculine clothing and hair styles, tatoos, cigars, etc.).  They promote sexual confusion.  Let’s look at hair styles.  What comes out of the top of a man’s head manifests what goes on inside it!  A man who wears his hair long because some woman told him he looked good, is obviously a responder (the woman’s role), not the leader.  He has a female soul.  A man is to have authority over a woman. That’s what his short hair symbolizes.  His badge of authority is his short hair.  The woman’s badge of submission is her longer hair.  If a woman crops her hair in masculine style she has reversed her role & is dominant and the aggressor.   Her hair length shows the degree of her submission to her husband and the Lord.  (1 Cor.11- check it out!)

C.   Satan’s LIE:


Satan whispers to women that they will be happy when they “take charge.”  Just the opposite is true!  God never made a bird to swim or a fish to fly.  A bird out of its element or a fish out of its element cannot fulfill God’s purpose.  Neither can a woman out of her God assigned role.


Satan says disregard Bible regulations about hair and clothing and you will feel better about yourself.  (Would you follow my leadership as your Pastor if I came out on the platform with hair over my shoulders, wearing a skirt and carrying a purse?! )  Role reversal is Satanic!  Moms need to teach by example.  Their daughters need to be feminine, play with dolls and wear dresses!    Dads and husbands need to regain the authority in their home and insist that their ladies be, look and dress feminine.  (I can hear Mr. Milquetoast whine, “But she won’t let me!”)


II.  WOMEN’S RIGHTS:

A.   Heaven On Earth:


All was peaceful and serene in the Garden till the woman became a “libber” and asserted her “rights.”  Eve’s “right” was a right to serve and respond to her husband, complete him, and follow his leadership.

            The first command in the Bible is always to the follower.  Wives are commanded to “submit” before husbands are told to “love.”  Children are told to “obey” before fathers are told to “bring them up in the nurture & admonish of the Lord.”  This means you have no “rights” till you do your job first.  Women are to respond to the man’s needs first, then their “rights” will be recognized.

B.   Satan in the Garden:


Misery loves company.  Satan had rebelled against God’s authority and order and was cast out of heaven.  He wanted Eve and Adam to be cast out of paradise and he knew their rebellion was needed to accomplish that.  He was miserably lonely without communion with God and fiercely jealous of those who were serving the Lord and staying in God’s order.


Satan saw how God communed with Adam and Eve and saw the blissful relationship they had with each other.  His jealousy prompted him to drag these lower creatures with higher privileges than he now had, down to his level.  He appealed to the “weaker vessel” (spiritually), and to the more emotional of the pair first.  Without her man by her side, she fell headlong into his trap.

III.   WOMEN’S RESPONSIBILITIES:

A.   Equality in Eden:  

Gen. 2:22-23

22
And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 


As with the animals (v.19) God brought the woman to Adam and he named her.  He called her “woman” (Hebrew:  “Isha”) because she came out of the man (Hebrew: “Ish”).  Together they became one.  In God’s arithmetic 1 + 1 = 1!  (v.24)


No children are mentioned yet, even thought the word “cleave” suggests sexual relationship.  Also the concept of children is introduced with the terms “father and mother” though Adam and Eve had neither!  The point is that Eve was to fulfill her responsibility as “an help meet” to Adam before the fall.

B.   Sin In Paradise:
Gen.3:16

16
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 


Eve’s initial rebellion and “women’s lib movement” drug Adam with her.  Eve asserted her “rights” instead of exercising her responsibility. Her rebellion brought her pain in childbirth.  Her “rights” got her submission to her husband.  


Women can continue to swallow the suggestions of Satan if they please, but they will continue to pay the awful price attached to those suggestions.  This whole subject is more than about what clothes you wear or how you wear your hair, ladies, it is about God’s order and His authority, and one day you will stand before Him and answer to His authority!

CONCLUSION:  Today ADAM’S RIB (the woman) has fallen for WOMEN’S LIB, which in reality is THE DEVIL’S FIB!   The whole movement is anti-God, anti-Christ and anti-Bible!


According to 1 Cor. 11:7 “the woman is the glory of man!”  No creature of God will ever be happy or fulfilled or useful till that thing which is superior becomes its master.  Ladies, if God has given you a man, he is not complete without you.  You must complete him.


Men, if you have not assumed your role and accepted your responsibility as spiritual leader in your home, do so today!


Unsaved friend, the Lord wants to be your Savior and your Lord.  The first authority you must submit to is His!  Do it now!

F.H. - 4/24/95
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Dev. – Grace

“LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW”

TEXT: Gen. 9:11-17

THESIS:  To show that even in judgment God’s grace shines through.

INTRO:  A.  A rainbow is one of the most beautiful phenomenon occurring in the natural world.  I looked up “rainbow” in the encyclopedia and the technical explanation is a real letdown!  There is really no “natural” rationale for a rainbow.  It is of supernatural origin.  And there is no ade
quate way to describe the beauty of a rainbow.  “You have to see it!”

B. The origin of the rainbow is found in our text & is a statement on God’s grace.  It reveals something of the long-suffering of God and is a reminder of God’s measureless grace.  The rainbow displays the 7 colors of the visible spectrum: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, violet and
black.  Seven is the number of perfection and God’s grace is perfect.  Noah was one of 3 men in the Bible who saw rainbows in the midst of trials or storms.  There is a great lesson these 3 men can teach us, i.e., “ LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW” somewhere close to life’s storms...

I.  AFTER THE STORM (NOAH):  Gen.9:11-17


A. The Storm:

1. In this case the storm resulted from man’s sin and was the greatest storm in earth’s history!


2. Perhaps your storm is also related to sin (yours or someone else’s).



a. If it is yours, then God may have sent the storm to chasten you.



b. If it is someone else’s you may just be in the fallout of their storm.

ILLUS:  The Bible declares that the rain falls on the just and the unjust.  Much of life’s pain is brought about because of the sins of society.  Innocent victims often result from sinful activity practiced by others.  Ex.: The AIDS plague.  Babies die because of parents sin; hemophiliacs die because of others sin.  


This week the bombing of the Federal building in Oklahoma injured, maimed and killed people innocent of any crime against the perpetrators.  Even little children paid with their lives as a result of someone’s sin.  (Some ask: “If there is a God, why didn’t He stop this?”  There are several obvious answers:  Sin always exacts a high price;  God is not obligated to personally intervene;  God has already demonstrated His love and grace to mankind; God will ultimately punish all sin;  Why don’t these same people praise God for all His goodness to sinners and the world?!)


B. The Rainbow:

ILLUS: The world sings: “Somewhere Over The Rainbow” and “always look for the silver lining,” but believers have something better than that: God’s grace.

1. The Rainbow appeared when the storm was all over and God’s wrath against man’s sin had been spent.

2. The Rainbow was God’s Covenant (promise) with mankind and all the creatures on earth, i.e., that He would never again destroy the earth with a flood of water.


3. The Rainbow is the Lord showing that His wrath is tempered by His grace.

ILLUS:  Maybe you are going thru a storm right now and you are wondering if the Lord even cares about you.  Trust Him!  One day you will see the Rainbow and know that He is faithful and that His grace is operating in your behalf.

II. DURING THE STORM  (EZEKIEL):  Ez.1:28


A. Judgment:


1. This is one of the darkest days in Israel’s history.

a. Israel is in captivity to the Babylonians, under Nebuchadnezzar; taken far from their homeland, the Temple, friends and loved ones.



b. Ezekiel is a priest w/out a Temple, without a sacrifice, without an altar.

c. The city of Jerusalem and the Temple were about to be destroyed and Ezekiel was appointed to preach that message of judgment.


2. This storm is real but so is God’s grace...


B. Grace:

1. Until God appeared to Ezekiel all he could see was the storm!

2. But when God appeared, Ezekiel received one of the most powerful and majestic visions of the glory of God ever given to any mere mortal man.

ILLUS: No doubt even this vision was scary and overwhelming and noisy!  First came the “whirlwind” 
(v.4), then the fire and lightning (v.13,14), then the noise of the wings of the Seraphim “like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of a host 
(v.24)!  Then suddenly everything became still and quiet and Ezekiel looked above the living creatures and got a glimpse of the “glory of the Lord”  (v.27,28) amidst the beautiful rainbow.

NOTE: When you can’t see the Lord because of the storm and can’t hear from heaven because of the din of the thunder, look above the storm and you will find the Lord and His grace sufficient .

TRANS: Noah had to wait till after the storm to see the rainbow, Ezekiel saw the rainbow and His grace during the storm, but John saw the rainbow of God’s grace...

III.  BEFORE THE STORM (JOHN):  Rev. 4:1-3


A. Coming Tribulation:

1. The revelation of the coming Tribulation is given to the Apostle John and it is so terrifying that God gave him a glimpse of the rainbow before the storm!

2. When your “storm” is going to be really bad, God may let you catch a glimpse of His sustaining and sufficient grace before the storm!

ILLUS:  When things are brightest we need to prepare for the coming storms!  We need to get into His Word, learn to walk with Him, witness as He gives the opportunity, serve Him daily and attempt to minister to others while the sun is shining; for the storm is surely on the way!  It is only by appropriating God’s grace in the sunshine that we will be faithful when the big storms come.


B. Completed Rainbow:



1. John saw a complete circle, not just a bow.



2. He saw that God was on His throne and everything was under control.

ILLUS: John would see the chaos and catastrophe of the Tribulation, but He would know that no matter how bad things looked, God was on His throne and was in control of the circumstances.



3. The rainbow not only speaks of God’s grace, it also speaks of peace.

ILLUS:  The same word for “bow” when speaking of the rainbow is used also when speaking of the weapon (“bow”) used for warfare.  The rainbow of Noah’s day spoke of the fact that God
was hanging up His bow of warfare against sinning mankind.  Here we see the bow appear at the
end of the storm and after a year of horrendous storms, there is a calm, peace and tranquillity.  In 
Rev. we see a completed rainbow, showing that there is always peace in heaven and that after this major storm (the Trib.), the Lord Himself will reign as the Prince of Peace.



4. This rainbow is primarily of one color: green.

ILLUS: Someone has said that green is the most pleasing color in the spectrum and is the color of life.  All life proceeds from God.

CONCL:  Whether God reveals His grace to us AFTER THE STORM, DURING THE STORM or BEFORE THE STORM, we need to trust Him.   God is always faithful.  When the storms come “LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW!”  Depend on the faithfulness of God.  His timing is always perfect.  Remember, He will never fail you.

F.H. - 4/19/92                                               

C:\PCF\GENABRAM.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PROGENITOR: ABRAHAM"

TEXT: Gen. 12

INTRO:  A. The genealogical lists in Gen. 5 and 11 both close with a patriarch whose 3 sons are all sisted by name.  Noah's 3 sons: Ham, Shem and Japheth, and Terah's 3 sons: Abram, Nahor and Haran. (11:27)  We will see why this is important later.  Also to be noted is that the life span is reduced after the flood from over 900 years to 300 years.  Changed climactic con-ditions, and the cumulative effect of sin are leading factors. (For the first time a son dies before his father (11:28).

          B. Abram's father, Terah, was a moon worshipper and again in human history virtually the whole human family had apostasized from the Lord.  Has the persistence of Adam's sinful traits in the race at last triumphed?   Is sin sovereign or is God sovereign?  What about the seed of the woman bruising the serpent's head?  Never fear, God's plan cannot be thwarted!

I. THE PATH OF FAITH:

NOTE: A new dispensation opens, a climactic era begins, a pivotal point in history starts.  One of the most significant centuries in all time commences.  God has appeared to Abram and he responds by leaving Ur of the Chaldees to go to Caanan!  God calls Abram but he takes Mommy, Daddy, Lot  (his nephew), etc.  What began as a Missionary Calling winds up as a family vacation tour.  The trip winds up solo, for his daddy dies in Haran, Lot is separated, etc. and partial obedience ends up as complete obedience.  God has a tough time getting sinful man to do what He demands!

       Before leaving ch. 11 a note is made that "Sarai was barren..." Abram had no children in Mespotamia or Ur.  The child of promise must be born in the land of promise...

    A. Abram Believing: 12:1-9

       1. Finding the path of faith:  v.1-4

          a. There is a revelation and a response.

          b. There is a statement of faith and a step of faith.

          c. God speaks to Abram about a new place and a new people. v.1

          d. God tells him he must break natural and national ties. v.1

          e. God says He will make a "new nation"!  v.2

NOTE: The text reveals God as selective, sovereign, and discriminatory.

           f. God promises blessings on those who bless Israel.

           g. The same God promises curses on those who curse Israel.

       2. Following the path of faith:  v.5-8

          a. Abram witnessing: v.5,

          b. Abram walking: v.6a

          c. Abram waiting: v.6b,7

          d. Abram worshipping: v.7b,8

       3. Forsaking the path of faith: v.9

a. Abram had been endcamped bet. Bethel: "the house of God" and Hai: "a heap of ruins".

          
b. The ruins served to remind him of what the world was really like.

c. The house of God was there to remind him that God offers His house to those who lose their own.

          
d. But the tug and lure of the world (Egypt) drew him away from the house of God!

    B. Abram Backsliding: v.10-20

       l. Famine: v.10

       2. Forboding: v.10-12

          a. No longer able to trust God since leaving Bethel, he decided on an expedient.

          b. He was facing in the wrong direction & all before him was dark.

       3. Falsehood: v.13

          
a. Once out of touch w/God the saint will resort to anything.

          
b. He told a half-truth (Sarai was his half-sister), but a half truth is a whole lie!

          
c. Abram says "Let's play 'Let's Make a Deal'...

d. Sarai was 65 years. old here but the aging process was not yet as devastating at this time.

       4. Frustration: v.12-14

          a. How much better it would have been if Abram had gone into Egypt trusting the Lord.

          b. How much better still if Abram had never gone into Egypt in the first place!

          c. His move had cost him his wife and his testimony!

       5. Failure: v.17-20

1. God had intended that Abram be a blessing to the nations, he had failed miserably and Egypt is plagued by God.

          2. Abram was learning the hard way, but he had failed test #1!

F.H. - 5/3/92                                                 

C:\PCF\GENAB-2.SUS

Ser. - Gen. 13:1-18

"THE PROGENITOR: ABRAM" Part 2

II. THE PRICE OF FAITH: (13:1-18)

   C. The Moves of a Spiritual Man: 13:10-18

      1. Restrained by God: v.10-13

      2. Reassured by God: v.14-16

         a. In regard to his possessions: v.14,15

         b. In regard to his posterity: v.16

       3. Regulated by God: v.17,18

III. THE POWER OF FAITY: (14:1-24)

TRANS: There are 10 Kings in Gen. 14 and only one is a King of Righteousness.   This chapter mentions for the 1st time: the priest, king, war, bread and wine and tithes. God's Priest is not a ritual priest after the order  of Aaron, but a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek.

       God's King is not a warrior King like Chedorlaomar, nor a wicked king like Bera (Sodom), nor even a wise King like Amraphel, but a worshipping King like Melchizedek.

       War is mentioned for the lst time and gives us a key to the believer's attitude toward it.  Abram was a separated believer but not a secluded one.  He lived neither in a monastery nor an ivory tower.

ILLUS:  Like the church member during wartime who suddenly became a conscientious objector.  When brought before the court the judge asked if there was anything he would do for the war effort.  He refused and said "My kingdom is not of this world."  The judge saw thru his hypocrisy and said "Then you won't be needing a ration card!" Abram wasn't like that - he got involved,  for Lot's sake.

    A. The Desparate Battle:  v.1-11

       1. The coalition:  v.1,2

       2. The conflict: v.3-9

       3. The collapse: v.10-11

    B. The Deluded Brother: v.12

    C. The Dynamic Believer: v.13-24

       1. The Weakness of the Flesh:  v.13

a. Abram could have shrugged his shoulders and said "I know nothing of warfare, and besides am I my nephew's keeper?"

          b. But Abram won his battle with his flesh.

       2. The Wisdom of the World: v.14-16

          a. The world would have suggested caution or compromise.

          b. The world would have suggested platitudes or pacifism.

NOTE: Instead he moblized all 318 of his household and acted swiftly, sensibly and successfully.  God went with him all the way.

       3. The Wiles of the Devil: v.17-24

          1. Before the King of Sodom came, the King of Salem came. 17-23

          2. This King was Melchizedek - a priest-king (type of Christ).

             a. He set before Abram bread and wine (looking forward to Calvary).

             b. Abram responded with tithes and worship.

          3. Now he has a meeting with the King of Sodom (type of Satan). 21-24

             a. The temptation was subtle.

             b. He wanted the souls and would give Abram the spoils.

NOTE: Abram wanted nothing from Sodom or from Sodom's King.  (In the meantime Lot takes what Abram refused - to be promoted to a seat in Sodom's gate.

IV. THE PLEDGE OF FATIH: (15:1-21)

    A. The Building of Abram's Family: v. 1-7

       1. The word of God's power:  v.1-4

          a. The pledge: v.1

          b. The plea: v.2,3

       2. The witness of God's power: v.5,6

       3. The working of God's power: v.7

    B. The Basis of Abram's Faith: v.8-12

    C. The Brightness of Abram's Future: v.13-21

       1. The specific time involved: v.13-16

       2. The specific territory involved: v.17-21

V. THE PAWNING OF FAITH: (16:1-16)

F.H. - 5/10/92                                                
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Ser. - Gen. 16:1-16

V.  THE PAWNING OF FAITH: (16:1-16)

TRANS: Here is the eternal triangle: Husband, Wife and the Other Woman! Put Abram in a business suit, Sarai in a stylish dress and Hagar as their attractive maid, and the situation is as modern as today's news.

        Abram wanted a son, Sarai was frustrated because she couldn't give him one.  Add to that scenario an attractive slave girl, a legal loophole, some worldly reasoning, and some carnality and the result is 4000 years of strife!

    A. The Test of the Silence of God: 16:1-6

QUOTE: "His silences are as eloquent as His sayings."  Philips

       1. Abram's Double Mind: v.1-4

          a. The problem: v.1

             1) Abram picked up Egyptian reasoning.

             2) Abram picked up an Egyptian slave girl.

           b. The proposal: v.2,3

           c. The price: v.4

        2. Sarai's Deceitful Heart: v.5,6

           a. An untamed tongue: v.5

           b. An untamed temper: v.6

ILLUS: Upset a bottle of vinegar and vinegar comes out; upset a bottle of honey and honey comes out.  What comes out when you are upset?

       3. Hagar's Defiant will: v.6

          
a. Everyone is doing that which comes NATURALLY!

b. Abram had surrendered his headship to Sarai and allowed her to nag Hagar into total frustration.

TRANS: The Test of the Silence of God brings into focus a Hagar who has failed as a maid; Sarai who has failed as a Mrs. and Abram who failed as a man.

        What an opportunity  for Abram and Sarai to tell Hagar about the One true and Living God.

    B. The Truth of the Sovereignty of God: v.7-16

       1. The revelation to Hagar: v.7-12

          a. The coming of the Omnipresent One: v.7,8

NOTE: The 1st time in Script. that ref. is made to the angel of the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ... He appears not to the heir of all the promises, but to an Egyptian fugitive; not to a man but to a woman; not to a saint but to a sinner; not to a person of high rank, but to a slave; not to one seeking   God but to one fleeing toward Egypt.  What grace!  HE loved Hagar just as much as He loved Abram!

          b. The command of the Omnipotent One: "Return...submit..." v.9

          c. The comfort of the Omniscient One:  v.10-12

             1) The promise: v.11

             2) The prophecy: v.12

       2. The response of Hagar: v.13-16

VI. THE POTENTIAL OF FAITH:  17:1-27

F.H. - 5/17/92                                                
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Ser. - Gen.

VI. THE POTENTIAL OF FATIH: (17:1-27)

ILLUS: Moth in cocoon...narrow opening in top...man saw the insect struggling to get out and with scissors snipped the opening larger.  Insect easily crawled out, but the wings did not expand.  It was the struggle to emerge that was to cause the fluids of the moth's body to squeeze into its wings.

   His impatience and false kindness and attempt at help produced a stunted abortion.  The would-be beautiful moth which would have soared thru the air spent its brief life crawling painfully.

         It is always a mistake to try to hasten the work of God.  He has His reasons for His seeming delays.  As a result of Abram's impatience the heavens were silent for 13 long years.  The long silence is finally broken with a majestic monologue in which God speaks one of the most important utterances in the human language...

    A. How the Covenant was received:  (1-16)

       1. In Absolute Subjection: v.1-3

a. God reveals Himself in the 3 Names in v.1: Jehovah (Jesus); El Shaddai: "the Almighty God" (the Satisfier who makes bels. fruitfull - the Holy Spirit) and God (v.3) - Elohim (God in the absolute sense - the Father).

b. Abraham "fell on his face..." v.3 - nothing was required of him but to listen to God's Words!

       2. In Absolute Silence: v. 4-16

          a. The substance of the promise: v.4-8

1) The principle involved: "I will...Thou shalt"  all is up to God, no failure, forget-fulness or flaws will annul the decree.

             2) The people involved: v.4-6

             3) The period involved.  v.7

             4) The place involved: "the land of Canaan" v.8

NOTE: God had already given the boundaries of the land: the Nile on the west and the Euph-rates on the east.  The Jews have never occupied more than a tithe of their inheritance.  But they will!

          b. The seal of the promise: v.9-14

1) A supporting sign: (Circumcision as a religious rite is meaningless to those not included in the terms of the agreement.)

             2) A spiritual symbol:

ILLUS: Abraham had failed to be fruitful as to his seed...Circumcision is a painful reminder that only thru Christ can a person bear real fruit for the Lord.  Natural birth and natural seed won't do!

         Circumcision was not intended to be an expression of saving faith on the part of the child but of submissive faith on the part of the parent.

         If a parent neglected to have a child circumcised (8th day speaks of new life, new begin-ning), it was the child's respect to do so when he reached the age of knowledge.  Failure to do so was tantamount to rejecting God's covenant.

          c. The spirit of the promise: v.15-16

              1) Abram's name (Father) had been changed to Abraham (Father of nations) in v.5

  2) Sarai's name (my princess) is changed to Sarah (a Princess) v.15-16  The personal   name becomes a positional name - grace!

ILLUS: In other words: "No more Hagars, Abraham!"

    B. How the Covenant Was Believed: (17:17-27

       1. The laughter of faith: v.17    cf. Rom.4:19,10

Rom. 4:19-20  19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the  deadness of Sarah's womb:

20   He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

       2. The logic of faith: v.18-22

          a. The plea for Ishmael: v.18

NOTE: Being born in a godly home does not guarantee that a child will also believe.  GOD HAS NO GRANDCHILDREN!

          b. The pledge for Ishmael: v.19-22

              1) The reserve clause:  Isaac

              2) The royal clause: "But as for Ishmael..."

       3. The life of faith: v.23-27

          a. A limitless obedience: v.23,24

             1) Parental obedience: v.23a  Ishmael

             2) Patriarchal obedience: v.23b  "all that were in his house"

             3) Positional obedience: v.23c "all that were bought with his money"

             4) Personal obedience: v.24  "And Abraham..."

           b. A limited ordinance: v.25-27

              1) It did nothing to change the state of the rebellious man. 25

              2) It did nothing to change the standing of the righteous man.   v.26,27
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C:\PCF\GENAB-5.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PRAYER OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 18

INTRO: A. Sodom - the name itself has the hiss of the serpent in it. Sodom was so debased it gave its name to the vilest form of perversion known to man.

ILLUS: This week H.Ross Perot, Pres. candidate, caused a flap by suggesting that adulterers and sodomites were not fit to be in high government positions.   The liberal news media, the perverts, etc. disagreed.  God would agree!

        B. The time comes when even God's longsuffering ceases.  God is about to take His holy scalpel in hand and cut out this cancer from the planet.   Before doing so, He takes Abraham into His confidence and reveals a new form of truth, apocalyptic truth.  This revelation would be an interesting test of Abraham's growth in grace and increase in faith.

ILLUS: Jonah faced apocalyptic truth with glee, re: Nineveh.  Jesus faced it with tears, re: Jerusalem as He wept over the city He saw lined with crosses with a Jew on each one, the city leveled and ransaked and the nation destroyed.  Abraham prayed...

VII. THE PRAYER OF FAITH: 18:1-33

    A. The Practical Man: v.1-8

ILLUS: In the heat of the day Abraham suddenly saw 3 men approaching his tent.  In reality, one was the Lord Himself and the other 2 were angels!

       1. His haste: v.1,2     "...he ran to meet them..."

ILLUS: Abraham bows himself before the Lord.  How unlike us when we come into his presence!  But no gathering where He is present is routine or ordinary.

       2. His hospitality: v.3-8

          a. He recognized the Lord.  v.3

          b. He begs Him to stay!  v.3

          c. He evaluates His needs.  v.4-6

          d. He offers Him his best.  v.7,8

ILLUS: Imagine phoning home and saying that the Pres., V.P. and Secty. of State were coming home with you for dinner.  "Honey, bake some home made bread, clean up the house, and I'll stop by and pick up some T-bone steaks."

        Apparently Sarah (who called her husband Lord) responded obediently, without comp-laint or criticism!  Also Abraham himself dashed out to the supermarket for the steaks and personally set the table, being both thoughtful of his guests and considerate of his wife!  (No wonder Sarah found it easy to obey her husband!)

    B. The Privileged Man: v.9-15

       1. The promise: v.9,10

       2. The problem: v.11-15

          a. Sarah and Abraham were old.  v.11

          b. Sarah overheard the promise and "laughed w/in herself..." v.12

          c. The Lord heard her secret scorn of His promise!  v.13

          d. The Lord states a principle: "Is anything too hard for (Me)?" 14

          e. Sarah lies to the Lord. v.15

    C. The Proved Man: v.16-22

       1. Prospective greatness. v.16-18

       2. Personal greatness.  v.19

       3. Positional greatness. v.20-22  "but Ab. stood yet before the Lord"

    D. The Praying Man: v.23-33

       1. Abraham's attitude: v.23a

QUOTE: "The bars and bolts of the Law had not yet been fixed in place.  On the simple ground of a future Calvary, Abraham 'drew near' in an attitude of holy daring mixed with reverential awe."  Philipps, Genesis for slaughter,

       2. Abraham's argument: v.23b-32

NOTE: Like a true oriental, Abraham began to barter and bargain with God.  With each offer, God with infinite condescension, came down till at last Abraham stopped at 10.

        3. Abraham's assurance: v.33

QUES: Why 10?!  (Only 4 finally responded) There were 5 cities in the plain.

   2  is the number of adequate witness. 2 X 5 = 10  Also Abraham knew that there were at least 10 in Lot's family: Lot and his wife, 2 unmarried daughters, 3 married daughters and their husbands = 10.

       God had His way and wonderfully Abraham had his way too!
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C:\PCF\GENAB-SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PERILS OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 20

INTRO:  A. The sight of Lot moving down to Sodom is bad enough, but to see Abraham heading back down toward Egypt is even worse.  And to top things off we see him repeating the same old sin as he did before, i.e. lying about his wife and pretending she is only his sister.  When he should have been witnessing to the heathen, we find the father of the Jews "copping out" and the great man of faith failing to trust God!

        B. Behind the scenes we can discern Satan making a last-ditch effort to prevent the birth of Isaac and ultimately the birth of Christ.

IX. THE PERILS OF FAITH:

    A. The Moving Pilgrim:  v.1,2

       1. We are not told of why Abraham moved.

       2. The last time we saw him he was standing on the spot where he was interceding with         God on behalf of Sodom and Lot.

       3. The south road led thru the country of the Philistines.

       4. Here is father Abraham the pilgrim, "soujourning" in Gerar!   v.1

       5. Here is the father of the faithful, lying thru his teeth!  v.2a

       6. Abraham had made a wrong move and it cost him his wife!  v.2b

NOTE: The inference in the text is that 90 years old Sarah is as attractive as any 19 year old harem girl in Abimelech's court, for the "King of Gerar sent, and took Sarah."

      Apparently the Lord restored Sarah's youth in preparation for the birth of Isaac. Sarah didn't have to wait till the rapture to do a cosemetic job on Sarah.

    B. The Miserable Prophet: v.3-16

NOTE: God calls Abraham a prophet (v.7).  This is the first use of the word.   We instinctively feel that any man claiming to represent God should be beyond reproach in his public and pri-vate life.  Abraham had already lied and Abimelech is about to find it out.

       1. Abraham is not readily recognizable as a Prophet.  v.3-7

          a. Abimelech's lost condition.  v.3  "...thou art but a dead man"

ILLUS: We often hear "What about the heathen who have never heard?"  Gen. 20 gives us some answers:

      1. The heathen are not as innocent as you think they are. (Rom.1)

      2. They know right and wrong even where you do not. (Gen.20:4)

      3. They can receive extra-biblical revelations. v.3

      4. God Himself often prevents them from sinning.  v.6

      5. If they obey the word, the live, if not they die.  v.3

          a. They are obligated to follow their conscience.

          b. They are born and live with enough light to know right from wrong.

          c. If they are feebleminded or insane they are not accountable.

          d. Where they follow their conscience, God gets the Gospel to them.

          e. Where they do not they are judged for violating their conscience.

          f. They are just as lost as present day religionists, but not as damned.  Mt. 23:13,14

          b. Abimelech's loud complaint: v.4,5

NOTE: God is not impressed with his protests.  Abimelech had not broken the law because the law was written to accomodate his lusts.  Just like today!!!  No more Homosexuality...no more!

          c. Abimelech's last consideration: v.6,7

             1) He was sovereignly restrained.

             2) He was still responsible.

ILLUS: The man standing before this Philistine King was a liar and a coward, but he was still God's prophet and he had better treat him accordingly!

       2. Abraham was not really regarded as a Prophet: v.8-13

NOTE: Abimelech was up at dawn and recounts the horrible nightmare he had to his servants and the fear of God came on them too.  (Later we will be told what sign God had given them which helped them believe the King's story!)

          a. Abraham's distrust revealed:  v.9-11

          b. Abraham's dishonesty exposed: v.12,13a

NOTE: A half-truth is still a whole lie!  The unsaved hate believers, but they should respect them.  When they lie they become hypocrites in the lost man's eyes.

          c. Abraham's disgrace shown: v.13b

       3. Abraham not rightly received as a Prophet: v.14-16

          a. Abimelech deliberately disgraces Abraham. v.14  He pays him off.

          b. Abimelech dutifully dismisses him. v.15

          c. Abimelech deftly disdains him. v.16  "...thy brother!"

    C. The Ministering Priest: v.17-18

       1. The scope of Abraham's priestly ministry.  v.17a

       2. The success of Abraham's priestly ministry: v.17b

       3. The significance of Abraham's priestly ministry.  v.18

ILLUS: Satan sought to prevent the birth of Isaac.  Failing that he could at least plant the seed that Isaac was Abimelech's child!  God foiled his plan!  Every woman was rendered sterile till Abraham was out of town and prayed for the removal of the curse of sterility!  God cannot be thwarted!!
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C:\PCF\GENAB-8.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PRIZE OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 21

INTRO:  A. Aged Abraham is laughing with tears streaming down his cheeks, he is no doubt beaming and embracing everyone w/in reach.  Sarah is laughing too - this time because of joy that "a man is born into the world."  A baby is born to 100 year old Abraham and 90 year old Sarah!   Exactly on schedule and exactly as God had promised!  It is Abraham's boy!  Sarah's boy!  God's Boy!

        B. Here at last is the "Prize of Faith"!  To rephrase a proverb "God's things (instead of "good things") come to those who wait!"  Other things happen in ch.21 but this miracle baby overshadows them all.  It is a chapter to be written in bold capital letters, underlined and framed and hung forever in the gallery of faith...

X.  THE PRIZE OF FAITH:

    A. The Tremendous Miracle of Isaac: (v.1-8)

       1. The forecast:  v.1,2  "as He had spoken..."  (3X)

       2. The fulfillment: v.3-8

          a. All the doubts and disappointments disappeared.

          b. Just imagine the excitement of the 9 months of anticipation and now its fulfillment!

ILLUS: No amniocentisis or ultra sounds.  God simply predicted it would be a boy and it was!  What a joyous answer to prayer and Prize of Faith!  Abraham named him Isaac =  "laughter"

1) Dependence: re: circumcision, Abraham confessed his utter dependence on God for the spiritual welfare of this child.

2) Development: re: weaning.  v.8  Isaac was growing up!  He was no longer on milk, he is ready for meat.

    B. The Terrible Mockery of Ishmael:  v.9

       
1. Spirituality is not hereditary but carnality is!

2. Ishmael is about 14 years old now and he had been circumcised the year before, but outward religious rites do not change the old nature.

3. Ishmael had been brought up in a spiritual home, but in his teen years his father's religion and authority no longer meant anything.

ILLUS: Teens struggle when the father's authority is questioned and the father beliefs are challenged.  Satan is ready with false philosophies, the world is there with its many attractions and the flesh is stirring in new ways and wrong companions, music and styles are present to help assert his rebellion.

    C. The Typical Message of Sarah: v.10

       1. Sarah's motives may have been wrong but her conclusion is right.

       2. The flesh cannot inherit spiritual things.

ILLUS:                             
Abraham

Sarah & Isaac                       Hagar & Ishmael

(New Nature)                        (Old Nature)

    D. The Tragic Mistake of Abraham:  v.11

       1. As repugnant as the flesh is, there are some attractive things we cling to in it.

       2. God's evaluation is: "...no good thing!"

    E. The Tender Mercies of God: v.12,13

    F. The Tearful Misery of Hagar: v.14-21

       1. Cast out: v.14

       2. Crushed down: v.15,16

       3, Caught up: v.17-21

    G. The Transparent Motives of Abimelech: v.22-34

       1. The plea: v.21-24

       2. The pledge: v.25-31

       3. The parting: v.32-34

          a. Abraham working: v.33a

          b. Abraham worshipping: v.33b

          c. Abraham waiting: v.34

F.H. - 8/2/92                                                 
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Ser. - Gen.

 "THE PROOF OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 22

INTRO:  A. On May 29, 1953 Sir Edmund Hillary achieved fame by conquering Mt. Everest.  He stood 29,002 ft. above sea level, higher than any human had ever or would ever climb.

         B. In Gen. 22 another mountain juts up from earth - not Everest, but Moriah.  Two men make their way up that mountain.  It represents the highest pinnacle of surrender for one man and the highest pinnacle of obedience for the other.  There is only one peak higher in Scripture - Mt. Calvary!

I.  THE PROOF OF FAITH:

    A. The Sudden Test For Which God Had Prepared Abraham: v.1,2

       1. God would test ("tempt") Abraham. v.1

       2. God never tested Lot - no need, Lot's character was known.

       3. The focus is on "thy son, thine only son..." but the agony is in the heart of the father.

NOTE: In Ps. 22 & Is. 53 we see what Calvary meant to the Son, but here in Genesis.

22 we see what Calvary meant to the Father.  All that Moriah meant to Abraham in agony and heartache was multiplied a 1000 fold to God the Father as He offered His Son on Calvary.

       3. Moriah means "forseen of Jehovah".  v.2

          a. God is never taken by surprise.

          b. God forsaw man's sin in the Garden and made provision for it.

ILLUS: A watch: designed within is a mechanism for correcting it if it should gain or lose time, by its designer.  Into creation God designed a plan of redemption, because all is "forseen of Jehovah."

    B. The Simple Trust in Which God Had Perfected Abraham:  v.3-12

       1. Abraham had learned God's dependability.

       2. Again and again God had declared "In Isaac shall thy seed be called."

       3. It was inconceivable that Isaac could die before he had children.

       4. Abraham had faith, but the test was nonetheless grievous!

          a. The way of the cross:  "the place..." v.3,4,9

Luke 23:33  And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

             1) When they got to "the place" father and son had to go alone.

 2) It was a dress rehearsal for Calvary; Peter, James and John could only go so far with Jesus and no farther, the Father and the Son had to go to Calvary alone.

          b. The word of the cross: v.6-8  "where is the lamb...?"

             1) What a piercing question!

 2) The weight of the wood was now felt by Isaac, and he saw the fire, the altar and ...the knife! 

ILLUS: What agony of soul for father Abraham.  Faith yes, but faith mixed with doubt.  How can this be?  His answer seemed to stop further questions, "so they went both of them together."  Abraham and Isaac had resigned themselves to the inevitable.  Yet mixed with this agony was the faith that he and his son would "come again" to the servants after they worshipped.  v.5b

          c. The work of the cross: V.9,10

ILLUS: As he took the knife, perhaps his mind went back to his first sacrifice to a friendly, trusting, innocent lamb...  Perhaps he felt like a murderer...now he must slay his son.  It was the work of the cross.

    C. The Solemn Truth By Which God Had Protected Abraham: v.11-14

       1. Abraham's hand is stayed. v.11,12

       2. Isaac is realeased from his bonds.

       3. Abraham passed the test!

       4. Isaac is replaced by a ram.  v.13,14

ILLUS: Imagine the thoughts and tears (?) as Isaac and Abraham watched that knife plunged into the heart of that lamb and the blood spurted out...  What similar thoughts and emotions should flood our hearts as we think of the Lamb that God provided for our sins.  There was no reprieve or substitute for Him!

       5. Abraham names the place Jehovah-Jireh: "The Lord Will Provide"

    D. The Sacred Testimony of God's Promise to Abraham: v. 15-24

       1. The promise: v.15-18

       2. The provision: v.19  "Abraham returned..."

       3. The prophesy: v.20-24

a. This genealogy is not anticlimactic, for it introduces us to Nahor and thru him to Rebekah.

          
b. The firstfruit of Calvary is the Church!

F.H. - 8/16/92                                               

C:\PCF\GENAB-10.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PATIENCE OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 23

INTRO: A. In Gen. 22 Abraham is concerned with a Burnt Offering.   In chapter 24 he is concerned with a Bride for his son Isaac; in ch. 23 he is concerned with a Burial for his beloved wife Sarah.

       B. It is hard to say which loss is greater, that of a child or that of a spouse.  Both are very difficult to deal with.  Abraham has had to deal with both.  In chapter 22 he had to come to grips with the loss of his son, but God was gracious and gave him back.  Now he must deal with the loss of beautiful and beloved Sarah.

I.  THE PATIENCE OF FAITH:

    A. Abraham's Grief: v.1-6

       1. Sarah's years: v.1

NOTE: Sarah is the only woman in the Bible whose age at death is revealed.

ILLUS: The mother got on the bus to go downtown w/her son who was 4 years old.   Those five and under rode free.  The bus driver asked "How old is your son?"   She said "He's four."  The little boy then announced loudly "And my mommy is fourty-one!"   One young diplomat was asked by a widow if he could guess her age.   He paused and she said "You must have some idea."  "I have several ideas" he said "The only trouble is that I hesitate to make you ten years younger on account of your looks, or ten years older on account of your intelligence Moses makes no bones about Sarah's age: 127!

       2. Abraham's tears: v.2

          a. Believers are permitted to mourn the loss of loved ones.

          b. but they "sorrow not even as others which have no hope."

NOTE: Abraham was looking for a city called Heaven, and now it would be more attractive since his beloved Sarah was there.

          
c. Sarah died in Hebron in Canaan: "the place of fellowship."

d. Sarah was born in a pagan city, a poor lost sinner, but she died in a place of fellowship with the Lord a saved sinner.

QUOTE: Phillips: "To die in the place of fellowship is the next best thing to never dying at all."

          e. Sarah had exchanged her Bedouin tent for an ivory palace.

       3. Abraham's testimony: v.3-6

a. "I am a stranger..."  on who finds himself in a place he does not naturally belong.  v.3,4

          b. "I am...a sojourner..."  a temporary resident.

ILLUS: The Abrahamic Covenant literally gave all of Canaan to Abraham and his descen-dents.  They didn't know it but all their houses and lands were his!  But it was of more interest to him that heaven was his.  Sarah's death had put that into full focus.

        As a boy I used to watch the local "piegon club" birds being taken to different locations; all the same distance from their home.   They would all be released at the same time.  They would circle till they got their bearings then all head for home.  The object was to see which flock would get there first.  As believers we have the Heavenly Dove indwelling us.  He brings with Him a homing instinct!  We will never be happy till we are home! 

c. "Thou art a mighty prince..." v.5,6  Abraham, the separated believe not Lot, the worldly believer, was respected by the world.

B.  Sarah's Grave:  v.7-18

1. Abraham was not coveteous in his walk Sarah's grave was the only piece of real estate in all Canaan that Abraham actually possessed.

       
2. Abraham was courteous in his talk. v.7,8

       
3. Abraham was careful in his transactions: v.8-18

          

a. He stated the case: v.8,9

          

b. He satisfied the customs.  v.10-13

          

c. He secured the contract. v.14-18

    C. Ephron's Gift: v.19,20

       1. 3 times in v.11, Ephron said "I give it thee..."

       2. Ephron is like the world, promising to give much, but instead it  only takes.

John 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

NOTE: Abraham faced life's TESTINGS knowing that although they are slow in fulfillment, they are settled in heaven; he faced life's TEARS with natural but not inconsolable grief and he faced life's TREACHERIES with wisdom knowing that man's word may or may not be sure, but with the assurance that God's Word cannot be broken.
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Ser. - Gen.

"THE PRECAUTIONS OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 24

INTRO: A. Quote: Phillips: "The Holy Spirit lingers lovingly over every detail in chapter 24, the longest chap. in Genesis, for every detail speaks of Christ and His church."  This is not sur-prising since the Holy Spirit Himself tells us that marriage is intended to mirror the marital relationship and that is the subject here: "GETTING THE BRIDE"!

In chapter 22 the subject was a BURNT OFFERING, 

in chapter 23 a BURIAL and now 

in chapter 24 a BRIDE.  

The interpretation is about a bride for Isaac, the application is about a Bride for Christ.  The picture is how the Holy Spirit lovingly represents the Savior and seeks a Bride for him.  But today we want to focus on GETTING A BRIDE for Isaac...

I.  THE PRECAUTIONS OF FAITH:  24

    A. The Wise Sojourner: v.1-9

       1. The Father's Age: v.1

ILLUS: The Jews divided old age into 3 stages: 60-70years = "the commencement of old age;" 70-80 years = "hoary headed age;" after 80 = "well stricken in age".  Abraham was about 140 years old here.  Isaac was about 40.

       2. The Father's Wisdom: v.2-4

a. Abraham saw the pagan, idol-worshipping, worldly, wicked and wanton women of Canaan and knew that Isaac could never take a wife of them.

          b. The concept of the unequal yoke was recognized early on.

       3. The Father's Plan: v.5-9

          
a. Abraham's thoughts went back to far-off Haran.

          
b. He may not have known Rebekah personally, but he no doubt knew of her. (22:23)

c. Abraham took the initiative (!) and implemented a plan (!) based on his knowledge of a prospective bride for his son(!).

          
d. Abraham took counsel with the one who would represent him(!) and sent him forth. 

    B. The Wondrous Servant: v.10-28

       
1. He is unnamed (presumably Eliezer of Damascus: 15:2).

NOTE: Often an unnamed man is used as a type of the Holy Spirit whose delight is to draw attn. away from himself and direct it to the Son.  "The silences of God are sometimes as significant as His sayings."

       
2. He goes to the "far country" of Haran in Mespotamia. v.10

3. He arrives at "the city of Nahor" by "coincidence"!  v.10  (Nahor is Abraham's brother)

       
4. He begins to pray and makes the Father's will, his will. v.11-14

5. He immed. has his prayer answered: all is so perfect (!) as if it was preplanned (!) and yet is not contrived or forced (!). v.15-20

ILLUS: The Spirit never forces, never violates the human will, never overwhelms, or uses weird and uncanny means to ravish or coerce a soul.  Ordinary things happen, a visit here, a chance meeting there, an unexpected conversation...and all the time He is working.  It was the servant's way with Rebekah, it is the Spirit's way with a soul.  -Phillips

       6. He offers her some jewelry, a token (!) which represents his master's wealth.  v.21,22

       7. He asks to dwell temporarily with her and her family (!). v.23-28

ILLUS: The secret to soul-winning is found in the simple statement in v.27:   "I being in the way, the Lord led me..."

    C. The Worldly Sinner: v.29-33

1. Rebekah's brother, Laban, was unimpressed w/the wonderful story but with the GIFTS!

2. Laban was not interested in the Father, Son or Servant, the gifts came first with him.  v.28-30

       
3. Rebekah was absorbed in the story; Laban was taken up with the gifts.  v.31-33

NOTE: Gifts were initially given to Laban too, but he tried to hinder the servants primary work. v.53-58 The same gifts which warmed Rebekah's heart and drew her to Isaac and Abraham, did nothing for Laban.

    D. The Willing Saint: v.34-61

       1. The servant now reveals the purpose of his coming and tells the amazing story.  v.34-49

       2. Even the worldly Laban recognizes the supernatural nature of the events.  v.50

       3. Finally Rebekah is asked if she will follow the servant to the son!   v.58

a. She had never seen him, but had come to know of him solely by the word of the servant (!).

          b. She already felt she knew him and had already given him her heart!

      
4. She leaves all and "follows the man"!  v.59-61

5. Along the way she no doubt asked questions of the servant about Isaac and learned all about the Son and began to long for Him!

ILLUS: No doubt he spoke to her of his miraculous birth (!), his great wealth (!), and above all of Mount Moriah and how father and son had gone up that mountain for a sacrifice and how Isaac had returned, as it were, from the dead! The servant's work was to speak of him!

       6.  Now she began to look for him!  v.62-64

    E. The Waiting Son: v.62-67

       1. Isaac had been to Moriah - his work was done!

       2. The calling of the bride was the work of the servant!

       3. His task was to wait in the father's presence till the appointed time!

       4. The time must have seemed as long for him as for his bride!

       5. Finally the day arrived.  v.62-67

       6. He brought her to his mother, Sarah's tent. v.67

ILLUS:  Rebekah was not Sarah, but a different person entirely.  The church is not Israel, but a different entity entirely. Israel was the wife of Jehovah, the church is the Bride of Christ!  The church has been abrought into the favored position formerly occupied by Israel.

F.H. - 9/20/92                                               

C:\PCF\GENAB-12.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

"THE PARTINGS OF FAITH"

TEXT: Gen. 25:1-18

INTRO: A. It is a great thing to start well; it is even more important to finish well.  Abraham did!  This is the last chapter in Abraham's life.  He stepped out boldly at age 75, leaving home and family for God and the unknown. 100 years later he is still going on as strong for God as when he first left Ur in Babylon.

        B. Sarah had been dead for 20+ years now.  Abraham was lonely, so he married again.  The new brides name was Keturah.

I.  THE PARTINGS OF FAITH:

    A. The Fruitful Man: v.1-4

       1. Abraham's decision: v.1

          
a. An important decision, for 6 sons would be born of this union.

b. With Sarah's death we pictured the passing of Israel, temporarily and her replace-ment with Isaac and Rebekah, a picture of the Church and her Bridegroom, Christ.

c. But God is not finished with Israel and Keturah pictures her restoration to a place of fruitfulness and Millennial blessings.

       2. Abraham's descendents: v.2-4

a. Abraham had 6 sons by Keturah, 7 grandsons and 3 great-grandsons whose names are recorded here.

          b. We know little about them except that the Midianites became active enemies of Israel.

ILLUS: Just because a man is godly doesn't guarantee that his children will be.  Abraham undoubtedly insisted on obedience in his home, but there was no way to legislate holiness in the heart.

    B. The Far-Sighted Man: v.5,6

       1. The disposal of his fortune: v.5 (an unequivocal statement!)

       2. The dispersal of his family: v.6 (inheritance insurance!)

ILLUS: The heavenly Father has likewise insured that the future belongs to His Son.  Many would challenge Him, but the future is His and His childrens.

    C. The Full Man: v.7-11

       1. The measure of Abraham's days:  v.7

          a. Ab. is 175, Isaac 75, Jacob 15, Esau 15.

          b. Ab. had walked the pilgrim pathway for 100 yrs!

ILLUS: Life is made up of days.  Ab. lived 63,000 days; 36,000 as a believer.  Walking with God is a matter of taking life a day at a time.

       2. The manner of Abraham's days: v.8

          a. He lived "a GOOD old age..."

ILLUS: Someone has said that the devil has no happy old men.  One old believer said to his son on his deathbed: "Son, there's nothing to dying - it's the living that counts!  If you live right you will die right."

          b. Abraham died "full"! (i.e., satisfied, happy, satiated)

       3. The matter of Abraham''s desires: v.9-11

          a. His paternal desires: v.9  (harmony at last bet. the boys)

          b. His personal desire: v.9,10 (buried beside beloved Sarah)

          c. His patriarchal desire: v.11

    D. The Futile Man: v.12-18

ILLUS: The Lord had promised Ab. that the son of Hagar, the bondwoman, should not go unblessed.  Since Ishmael had turned down spiritual blessings, God gave him temporal blessings.  Ishmael had 12 sons and from their tribes sprang the Arab peoples who have contributed much to the world's culture and the world's cruelty:

1) African slave trade 

2) spiritual darkness of Islam.

 3)   perpetual foes of Israel  4) great wealth & power.

Ishmael's family ties: v.12-15

a. His notable birth: v.12  (Abraham of Babylon & Hagar of Egypt!)

b. His numerous boys: v.13-15

       2. Ishmael's five triumphs: v.16

          
a. Ishmael's people: "the sons of Ishmael"

          
b. Ishmael's places: "towns"

          
c. Ishmael's power: "castles" (today no nation moves without checking with the Arabs!)

          
d. Ishmael's princes: (today tiny Arab states weild fantastic power)

          
e. Ishmael's possessions: "nations"

NOTE: In one verse God summarizes Ishmael's great inheritance as if to say   "Here is Ishmael.  He has had his good things.  In the light of eternity they are not worth another thought."

       3. Ishmael's final tragedy: v.17-18

          a. The sorry nature of Ishamel's decease: v.17

NOTE: The death and burial of Ishmael is in definitive contrast to the death and burial of Abraham and that of Jacob in Gen.49.  For each of his 12 sons Jacob had a word from God.  Ishmael died as he lived, spiritually bankrupt.   He left nothing of eternal value to his children.

          b. The secular nature of his desires:

             1) Egypt - the world in all its cleverness.

             2) Assyria - the world in all its cruelty.

NOTE: Ishmael lived neither in Egypt nor Assyria, but his desires were toward both.  He lived as close as he could to both and moulded his life after them. "AND HE DIED!"
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Ser. - Gen.

"THE PILGRIM: ISAAC"

TEXT: Gen. 25:19

INTRO: A. The outline we are following is as follows and is from John Phillips book "Exploring Genesis":

    Part One: The Beginnings of the Human Race - ch.1-11    (Primeval History)

    Part Two: The Beginnings of the Hebrew Race - ch.12-50  (Patriarchal Hist)

              THE PROGENITOR: ABRAHAM  ch.12-25:18

              THE PILGRIM: ISAAC   ch.25:19-27

              THE PROPAGATOR: JACOB  ch.28-35

              THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH   ch.36-50

        B. Today we will finally bid a fond farewell to father Abraham and pick up where we left off with his miracle son Isaac (after briefly looking at Abraham's other son Ishmael)...

  THE PILGRIM: ISAAC  25

    I. Isaac and His Brother (Ishmael): 25:12-18

    II. Isaac and His Boys: 25:19-34

       A. The Twin Boys in the Womb: v.19-26

NOTE:  Ishmael and his affairs are forever dismissed as the spotlight shifts on the central character in God's Messianic program. This is the story line that leads ultimately to Bethlehem  Calvary.  This section of the story opens w/the lst mention of the birth of twins (Cain and Abel were apparently twins, though not called that).  There is nothing identical about them; neither their looks nor their likings.

     Here are two boys born at the same time, place, and of the same parents, to the same opportunities and advantages but with vastly different desires and direction.

       1. The Sterile Wife: v.19-21

          a. Rebekah's pedigree: v.19,20

          b. Rebekah's problem: v.21

NOTE: The fact that she had given herself to Isaac did not guarantee fruitfulness any more than accepting Christ guarantees spirituality and fruitfulness for God.  Note that the problem did not lie with Isaac but with Rebekah.  Our barrenness does not lie with Christ but with us!  Rebekah inherited her barreness, just as we.

       2. The Secret War: v.22-26

          
1. Rebekah had two natures and two nations within her and they were at war!

2. In her barrenness there was no such struggle, but the moment fruitfulness began, the warfare began!

              a. The warfare experienced: v.22

  b. The warfare explained: v.23  (Ultimate victory is assured for the new nature: "the      elder shall serve the younger").

              c. The two natures were exposed.

                 
1) Esau was red, i.e. he manifested the Adamic nature (Adam means "red".)

2) Some believe that Esau tried to murder Jacob in the womb. (If so it is yet another murderous, Satanic assaults upon the Seed of the Messiah).

    B. The Twin Boys in the World: v.27-34

       1. The growing conflict: v.27-28

a. The inner conflict reveals itself openly. (Ultimately this war culminated when Jacob brought Christ into the world and Esau brother  Herod).

b. How they developed: v.27  (cf. Cain  and Abel; one a man of the field, the other a man of the fold.)

          c. How they differed: v.28

1) Esau was selfish: he pandered to Isaac's appetites and gained his affection. "Love me because of what I do."

             2) Jacob was selfless: he appealed to Rebekah. "Love me because of what I am."

       2. The great confrontation: v.29-34

1. What Esau savored: what Jacob DID was as bad as what Esau did, but the focus was on their DESIRES not their deeds!

             a. What Esau saw: v.29  (his brother cooking!)

             b. What Esau said: v.30-32

             c. What Esau sold: v.33,34  (he evaluated God's promises as cheap and worthless)

Heb. 12:15-16  15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 

16   Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 

          2. What Jacob savored: v.31-34

             1. He recognized the value of that birthright.

             2. He realized that it included a right to the family property and spiritual prospects.
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Ser

"ISAAC AND HIS BEHAVIOR"

TEXT: Gen. 26

INTRO: A. Isaac's spirituality reached its peak when he went with his father Abraham up to Moriah,  50+  years earlier  But he somehow manages to stumble along in his walk with the Lord. This is the only occasion recorded of the Lord appearing to Isaac since that day on Moriah. (The Lord had spoken to Rebekah before the birth of her twins, but not to Isaac.)

        B. This is the only chapter devoted exclusively to Isaac and it is very revealing.  Isaac never reached the stature of his father Abraham nor his son Jacob.  He was a man easily molded by circumstances as we will see...

I.  ISAAC AND HIS BEHAVIOR:  26

    A. Isaac's Walk: v.1-5

       1. The difficult problem: v.1

          
a. Being a believer does not exempt us from the ordinary disasters of life.

b. But God's providence gives us some protection others do not enjoy and he turns even negative circumstances into positive opportun.

             1) As often, the outside pressure created inward pressure.

 2) The famine outside and the flesh inside drove Isaac into a hasty, carnal decision to move to Egypt.

3) Like father, like son... Abraham had done the same thing 100 years before with disastrous results.

             4) The problem, not the person, was in control.

       2. The divine prohibition: v.2a

       3. The definite promise: v.2b-5

          
a. This is a reaffirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant.

          
b. God uses Abraham's obedience to encourage Isaac to trust and obey.

c. Isaac is being taught that he must not take things into his own hands in his walk but let his steps be ordered of the Lord.

    B. Isaac's Wife: v.6-11

       1. The lie was ready: v.6,7

          
a. God had told Isaac to sojourn in Canaan, not dwell in Gerar. v.6

b. Though not repeating Abraham's mistake in going to Egypt, he does repeat his mistake in going to Abimelech.

NOTE: Gerar is the halfway house to Egypt and the principle here is to get as close to the world as possible without actually going into it.  Living on the edge of the world is almost as bad as out-and-out worldliness.

c. The fact that he almost immed. had to resort to lying should have told him he was in the wrong place.

       2. The lie was revealed: v.8-11

NOTE: "Nothing is harder than to consistently maintain a lying position over a lengthy period of time."  Isaac's deception finaly came out and Abimelech pounced on it and whipped him with it...

          a. "Your lie was unfair"  v.10

          b. "Your lie was unnecessary: v.11

    C. Isaac's Wealth: v.12-16

       1. He was rich: v.12-14a

NOTE: "Then" i.e. when Isaac abandoned his lying position, everything he did prospered,  God blessed him.

       2. He was resented: v.14b-16

NOTE: Philistines rep. unregenerate men who occupy ground that belongs to God's people.  They were in the land not by means of redemption thru the blood, believing the promises of God or walking in obedience to the Word.   Just like the "tares" in the church today.

       They had stopped up Abraham's wells.  They did not want the water themselves and did not want anyone else to have it either.  Finally they asked Isaac to leave the land altogether, resenting his influence and power.

    D. Isaac's Wells: v.17-22

       1. What Isaac Recovered: v.17,18

       2. What Isaac Realized: v.19-22

          a. He realized there was more. v.19

          b. Isaac's 3 wells are significant because of their names:

             Esek = contention   Sitnah = contempt or hatred  Rehoboth = con-

             tentment

    E. Isaac's Worship: v.23-25

1. The important revelation: v.23,24  "Beersheba" = the well of the oath.

          a. The Lord's Person:  "I am..."

          b. The Lord's protection: "fear not"

          c. The Lord's presence: "I am w/thee"

          d. The Lord's promise: "I will bless thee..."

       2. The immediate response: v.25

          a. Spontaneous worship: built an altar

          b. Spoken word: "called on the name of the Lord"

          c. Specific work: "digged a well"

NOTE: True worship is never abstract, it results in getting things done for the Lord.

    F. Isaac's Witness: v.26-33

       1. The Philistines approach: v.26,27  "Then..." they came

       2. The Philistines appeal: v.28,29

       3. The Philistines appeasement: v.30-33

          a. Isaac feasted them and forgave them.

          b. But he wanted no part with them so he sent them away.

    G. Isaac's Woe: v.34,35

       
1. Meanwhile, back home, Isaac had an Esau growing to manhood.

2. As with many a spiritual man, he failed in making an impact on his own child; perhaps they become too familiar w/sacred things!

          a. Esau chose a pagan wife.

          b. They were a source of burden to Rebekah and Isaac.

NOTE: If Satan cannot attack a man of God any other way he will do so thru his family.  Isaac and Rebekah were far from perfect, but they had a sincere love for the Lord and Isaac's test-imony in the world was impressive.  One of their sons grew up to become one of the greatest of all Old Testament saints; the other son broke their heart.
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Ser. - Gen.

"ISAAC AND HIS BLESSING"

TEXT: Gen. 27

INTRO: A. Chapter 27 is one of the saddest chaps. in Genesis.  Everyone is doing the wrong thing.  Esau attempts to buy back with a dish of venison that which he had sold for a mess of pottage.  If Isaac is a type of Christ elsewhere he is here a picture of the carnal Christian.  (It is sad that at one point in our life we may mirror the beauties and grace of Christ while at another the exact opposite.)

        B. As we step into this home, we must remind ourselves that it is the home of a believer, for it will be hard to recognize it as such.  This chapter is a warning and rebuke to carnal but believing parents.

I.  ISAAC AND HIS BLESSING:  27

    A. The Unspiritual Father: v.1-4

NOTE: The events here recorded began long ago when Isaac and Rebekah each chose a favorite son.  Secret resentments had been building and were now displayed.

      Isaac had once been obedient unto death on Moriah and a well-digger who left behind him blessing and refreshment for others.  Years had passed and he had become sadly unspiritual...

       1. Isaac's concern:  v.1,2

          
a. His thoughts were full of death.

b. He was 137 yrs old and his stepbrother Ishamael had died at that age, but he would live another 43 years, dying at 180!

c. He wanted to impart his blessing, but it could not be done apart from the revealed mind and will of God.

ILLUS: He wanted to do the right thing in the wrong way.  He wanted to give the blessing to HIS favorite son, Esau, but had been told by God "the elder shall serve the younger.  The blessing was for Jacob, not Esau.  God said it!

Ex. David bringing the Ark to Jerus., but wrong in moving it in a cart.  Moses was right in wishing to help his fellow Jews, but wrong in killing the Egyptian. Paul was right in wishing to take the Gospel to the Jews but wrong in disobeying the Lord about going there.

       2. Isaac's Carnality: v.3,4

a. The stubborn enmity of the carnal mind was willing to set aside God's Word to have his own way.

b. The sensual exercise of his carnal mind was evident in his desire to fulfill his fleshly appetites. (venison mentioned 7 times, savory meat 6 times and eating 8 times.)

           c. He thought he could do a spiritual thing in a carnal way.

    B. The Unsurrendered Wife:  v.5-10

1. Rebekah had married a spiritual man who had loved her, now he had another first love.  "Make me savory meat such as I love."

2. The temptation for such women is to boss and bully their husbands and the woman be-comes increasingly masculine and the man becomes increasingly feminine.

    C. The Unscrupulous Brother:  v.11-33

       1. Jacob's Suspicious Behavior:  v.11-27

a. His fear: that his father would recognize the difference and that he would SEEM to be a deceiver (he wanted to keep up appearances even while practicing fraud).  v.11-13

          b. His falsehood:  v.14-27  (the 6 lies of Esau, v.19 & 24)

NOTE: Poor old Isaac; he made the final mistake of a carnal man.  He went by his feelings.  Convinced in spite of himself, he ate a hearty meal, then prepared himself to discharge his patriarchal obligations.

       2. Jacob's Stolen Blessing:  v.28-33

1. The content: v.28,29  (Bestowed on Jacob unlimited prosperity and power, the fatness of the earth, sovereignty over nations, lordship over his brethren and divine protection.)

          2. The confirmation: v.30-33

NOTE: Isaac was no doubt patting himself on the back for even outwitting the Lord in giving his blessing to his favorite son Esau.  But soon he heard the boisterous greeting of the real Esau who had come to collect what did not belong to him.  But what was done was done and couldn't be undone.

    D. The Unsaved Son: 34-46

       1. His impassioned remorse.  v.34,35

       2. His implacable resentment: v.36,37

       3. His importunate request: v.38-40

       4. His impulsive resolve: v.41-46

CONCL: Thus we close one of the saddest chapters in Genesis.  What a dark day recorded forever on the pages of God's eternal Word.  Oh, if the whole family could live that one day over...
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Ser. - Gen.

THE PROPAGATOR: JACOB

TEXT: Gen. 28

INTRO: A. Jacob is one of the most understandable and host human people in the Bible.  We have no trouble identifying with him.

        B. Jacob's story from his salvation to his subduing to his separation to his sanctification is spread out over the next 20-30 years.  It is not only Jacob's story, but our story as well.

I.  HOW GOD SAVED JACOB:  28:1-22

    A. Jacob's Departure:  v.1-9

NOTE: Esau had vowed to get his brother after being defrauded. Things got uncomfortable for Jacob.  Esau's position had become "We'll bury Father first, then I'll bury you, Jacob!"

       1. Its immense importance: v.1-4

NOTE: Isaac seems to have been frightened out of his carnality by the preceding events.  He summons Jacob and gives him instructions regarding the future.

          a. Jacob's word of instruction regarding a wife: v.1,2

ILLUS: Esau had already disgraced himself and his parents by marrying pagans.   Jacob must not repeat this mistake.

          b. Jacob's word of inspiration regarding worship:  v.3,4

             1) The truth of a productive life. v.3

             2) The trust of a patriarchal line. v.4a

             3) The title of the promised land.  v.4b

       2. Its immediate impace: v.5-9

a. Esau realizes that Isaac had sent Jacob away, not because of his threats but because of his fear of the Caananite women.

          b. God's blessing was on Jacob, so he would be providentially protected.

          c. Esau decides on a purely fleshly plan to "fix things w/his dad" i.e., take another wife.

          d. Esau decided to add a little religious gloss to the outside of his otherwise carnal life.

          e. But God had long since placed Ishmael & his kin on the shelf.

    B. Jacob's Dream: v.10-17

NOTE: There seem to be 3 stages in Jacob's conversion.

       1. The far country: v.10,11

       2. The fresh covenant: v.12-15

          a. What God proved to Jacob:

ILLUS: A young man told his girl friend "I dreamed about you last night." "What did you dream?"  He replied: "I dreamed I proposed to you.  I wonder what that means?"  She said: "That's simple.  It means you have more sense when your are asleep than when you are awake."  This night Jacob had more sense when he was asleep that when he was awake.  He learned that his father's God and his grandfather's God could become his God!

        He also learned that there was a place called heaven and that it was not only an actual place, but an accessible place.  Centuries later Jesus identified Jacob's ladder as Himself!

John 1:51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

          b. What God promised to Jacob:  v.13-15

NOTE: God spoke to him about the Lord, the land and his life!

       3. The firm conviction: v.16,17

a. Compelled to leave his father's house, Jacob found that God was offering to him, His house!

          b. Jacob was saved from this moment on.

    C. Jacob's Decision:  v.18-22

       1. Jacob acted promptly: v.18a

       2. Jacob acted purposefully: v.18b-19

       3. Jacob acted practically: v.20-22
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"HOW GOD SUBDUED JACOB"

TEXT: Gen. 29,30

INTRO: A. Jacob had been saved.  It is one thing to be saved and another to be subdued or submissive.  It will take the next 20 years for Jacob...how long for YOU?

B.  Jacob makes the long journey to Padan-aram and takes 2 major matters into his own hands: the matter of marriage and the matter of money.

I.  HOW GOD SUBDUED JACOB:

    A. Jacob's Arrival at Padan-aram:  29:1-12

       1. Coming to the well: v.1-3

NOTE: Jacob had left a memorial at Bethel to his salvation, now he had to "work out his own salvation"...

          
a.   After a looong (450+ mile) journey Jacob comes to the well at Padan-aram.

b.   This is the fabled land he had heard of from his father and grandfather...where Isaac had gotten his wife.

c.   He comes to the well at Haran and sees some rough looking shepherds (not like those on Christmas cards!); swarthy, fierce-looking men with daggars in their belts, accustomed to defending their flocks and lives from thieves, wolves, lions and serpents.

       2. Confidence at the well: v.4-8

          
1. He was not bashful and strikes up a conversation.

2. At Bethel Jacob found out what God is like, at Haran he would find out what man is like.

3. He asks about Laban: everyone knew Laban and Jacob would soon find out more than he wanted to know about him.

          
4. Jacob boldly questions the men about watering the sheep. v.7,8

       3. Conquests at the well: v.9-12

          1. First he conquered the men at the well: he removed the stone.

          2. Next he conquers Rachel by introducing himself and embracing her.

    B. Jacob's Arrangements at Padan-aram:  29:13-30-43

NOTE: Throughout these 2 chapters we see the self-confidence of Jacob.  He had no thought of asking God His will regarding marital and monetary matters.

       1. The matter of his wives:

          a. His fervent love: v.13-20

             1) The two connivers meet.  v.13,14

             2) Jacob doesn't mention a word about his inglorious departure from Hebron.

 3) A 2 way deal is struck: v.15-18  Jacob would work for Laban, his wages would be Rachel for his wife.

             4) Jacob's love for Rachel seemed genuine and deep.  v.19,20

          b. His first lesson: v.21-31

             1) The demand: v.21,22

             2) The deception: v.23-25

NOTE: No doubt things were done according to local custom.  After the party the groom entered the wedding tent to meet his veiled bride.  In the morning Jacob saw the horrible truth!

             3) The just dessert: v.26

NOTE: Laban's deception was no worse than Jacob's with Isaac!  Laban's reminder about the rights of the firstborn must have hit him between the eyes like a hammer!  He was reaping what he had sowed.  "The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly fine."

             4) The deal: v.27-29

             5) The difficulty: v.30,31

NOTE: Jacob had reckoned without God.  God loved Leah as much as He loved Rachel no matter what Jacob might feel and he made it impossible for Rachel to bear children and opened the womb of Leah.

          c. His family life:  29:32-30:24

NOTE: This lengthy section records the birth of Jacob's children.  The record is both happy and tragic.  The birth of children is joyous, but the contention in this home was sad.  Jacob's two wives fought for his affections.  Jacob was torn between his devotion to Rachel and his desire for sons.

             1) Reuben, the child of sore distress.  v.32

NOTE: Leah is the first one of Jacob's family to confess her faith in the Lord.

             2) Simeon, the child of simple disappointment. v.33

NOTE: Leah named her first child "See, a son" now she names the 2nd, "Hearing" due to her perception of the sharp, bitter conversations bet. Jacob and Rachel about her.

             3) Levi, the child of spiritual discouragement: v.34

NOTE: Levi means "joined" reflecting Leah's hope for her husband's association.

             4) Judah, the child of splendid destiny: v.35

NOTE: Judah means "the Lord will be praised."  Leah was no longer fretting over her sister nor her husband.  Now her focus was the Lord.  She no longer needed people to make her happy.  The Lord was her happiness.

             5) Dan, the child of sustained despair: 30:1-6

NOTE: Dan means "judge" or "vindicator".  Rachel was mistakenly happy over what she saw as an answer to prayer, but in reality was a fleshly plan. She was not vindicated or judged righteous.  It was all rather sad.

             6) Napthali, the child of supposed deliverance: v.7,8

NOTE: Rachel imagined a victory over her sister, but spiritual victories cannot be won in the flesh.  Napthali means "my wrestling".

             7) Gad, the child of self-defeat:  v.9-11

NOTE: Leah stoops to the fleshly level of her sister.  His name means "a troop cometh" as if to threaten Rachel that 2 can play at this game.

             8) Asher, the child of sudden delight: v.12,13

NOTE: Asher means "happy".  Leah had evened the score, but there was no acknowledge-ment of the Lord in any of this and true happiness comes from Him.

             9) Issachar, the child of snappish dislike: v.14-18

NOTE: The word "mandrake" means "love apples" and was thought to be an aphrodisiac.  Rachel strikes a deal with Leah and gives her Jacob for the night.  The "love apples" made Leah, not Rachel fruitful.  Leah said: "God (not the lover apples) hath given me my hire!"  Issachar means "he will be hired" or "he will bring reward."

            10) Zebulun, the child of strong desire: v.19,20

NOTE: Zebulun means "dwelling". But despite Leah's longing for Jacob to move in with her permanently, it did not happen.  But when God sent His Son into the world He came to dwell in Nazareth in Zebulun.

            11) Dinah, the child of silent dignity: v.21

NOTE: Perhaps Jacob had other daughters but only Dinah was named.  Her name, like Dan, means "judge" or "judgment."

            12) Joseph, the child of sweet devotion: v.22-24

NOTE: Joseph means "let Him add."  The text says God did just that! "And God remem-bered Rachel" and added another son to her.  Rachel uses 2 names for the Lord in the pas-sage: God (Elohim) and Lord (Jehovah).

       2. The matter of his wages: (30:25-43)

          a. How Jacob's convictions were stirred: v.25,26

             1) He realized that Mespotamia was not his home.

             2) His home was far away back in the land of promise, he wanted to return.

          b. How Jacob's convictions were stifled: v.27-43

1) All Laban had to do was offer him a raise in pay to sidetrack Jacob.  (How up-to-date!)

             2) Laban changed Jacob's wages 10 times - in his own favor.

 3) Jacob's witness: v.27-30  (Jacob's faith combined with his business sense had made   an impact on Laban)

             4) Jacob's wages: v.31-36

NOTE: Basically Jacob was willing to start with nothing, but he would take all future brown sheep born of the white sheep and all the spotted and speckled goats born of the bleack goats for himself.  There was no chance for Jacob to cheat.  Laban readily agreed to this super deal.  The words in v.33 "so shall my right. answer for me in time to come" do doubt fell on deaf ears with Laban.  Laban quickly put 3 days between him and Jacob.  v.36 See pg. 248, John Philips, Exploring Genesis

             5) Jacob's wiles: v.37-43

CONCL: Jacob soon became a very wealthy and influential man in the land.  He later gives God, not himself, the glory for it all.  cf. 32:10 etc.
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C:\PCF\JACOB-3.SUS

Ser. - Gen.                 

"HOW GOD STOPPED JACOB"

TEXT: Gen. 31,32

INTRO: A. Jacob had grown wealthy in Padan-Aram as to his family and fortune. But it was not where he belonged.  God's blessings for his soul were back home in Caanan, the promised land. God had allowed things to turn sour for Jacob to arrest him and send him back home.

       B. Jacob had some things to deal with in his life.  One of those major areas had to do with some old goals.  Two of them were to marry Rachel and to become wealthy.  He had achieved both, but neither satisfied him. God was about to place a very ugly fly in Jacob's ointment.

I.  HOW GOD STOPPED JACOB:

    A. How Old Goals Were Challenged:  31:1-16

       1. Jacob's fundamental concern:  v.1-3

          a. The world became suddenly menacing:  v.1,2

             1) Jacob had carefully fulfilled all of Laban's demands.

             2) But jealousy is never reasonable.

             3) Jacob could see that his very life was now in danger.

          b. The world became suddenly meaningful: v.3

             1) It had been a long time since Jacob had heard God's voice.

             2) The world, which before looked so good, suddenly looked so bad.

NOTE: God's promise to be with Jacob tuned him in once again to his God.

       2. Jacob's family conference: v.4-9

          a. Jacob holds this conference with only Rachel and Leah, secretly out in

          b. He shared w/them Laban's proved dislike.  v.5

          c. He spoke of Laban's persistent dishonesty.  v.6-9

NOTE: God had given Laban to Jacob as a mirror to his own deceitfulness, but he still could not see clearly enough to recognize himself.   How vocal we are to the wrongs others perpe-trate on us, but how blind we are to how we wrong others.

       3. Jacob's faithful confession: v.10-13

          a. His prosperity had not come from his own cleverness, but from the Lord.  v.10-12

          b. His prospects did not come from his conniving but from God's guidance.  v.13

NOTE: Jacob is faced w/the loss of everything he holds dear and it drives his back to that which should have held his loyalty and love.

       4. Jacob's final commitment:  v.14-16

          a. Finally the two wives agree on something...something spiritual.

          b. What a blessing it is when our loved ones agree to serve God with us.

    B. How Old Gods Were Challenged:  v.17-35

ILLUS: The Ten Commandments were not yet given, but the command "thou shalt have no other gods before Me" was engraved upon his heart.  He knew his grandfather had aband-oned idolatry and the worship of false gods.

       1. What Laban taught:  v.17-21

          a. Ruthless expediency:  v.17-19a

             1) Jacob and Laban's daughters used his own principles against him.

 2) They all slip away while Laban is shearing his sheep (he was usually shearing Jacob!).

          b. Religious  error: v.19b-21

NOTE: What we do always affects those around us...more than we can know!

       2. What Laban thought: v.22-30

          a. How he met Jehovah: v.22-24

          b. How he met Jacob: v.25-30

ILLUS: It had taken Jacob 10 days to cover the nearly 300 miles, it took Laban only one week.  Note Laban's bluster (v.25-28), his bitterness (v.29) and his blindness (v.30).

1) Laban had just met Jehovah but the powerful grip of the demon gods would not release him!

2) Gods indeed!  Gods that could be stolen, packed up like pots and pans and stuffed into a bag!

              3) With the voice of the true God ringing in his ears, Laban cries out for his idol gods.

       3. What Laban sought: v.31-35

a. Jacob agrees to have his tents searched and even orders the death of the one who may have stolen Laban's gods.

b. Rachel, Laban's own daughter had stolen them, but like father, like daughter... and she tricks him!

    C. How Old Grudges Were Challanged: v.36-55

       1. Jacob's Righteous Indignation: v.36-42

          a. Over being furiously chased: v.36

          b. Over being falsely charged: v.37-40

          c. Over being fouly cheated: v.41,42

ILLUS: Jacob had lost his temper and as is usually the case, lost his testimony with it.  Laban retreats to Padan-Aram feeling cheated by the only believer he ever knew.  Such is the price of losing your temper and paying back a person in his own coin.

       2. Jacob's Religious Invocation: v.43-55

          a. The oath: v.47-53

             1) To Laban the pillar was a boundary.

NOTE: This was really a slap in the face to Jacob.  He made him promise never to treat Rachel and Leah badly (he never had)!  And that he would take no more wives (the only one Jacob ever wanted was Rachel...the others were Laban's fault)!

          b. The offering: v.54,55

             1) To Jacob the pillar was not a boundary, but a blessing.

             2) It was goodbye to the past rather than a guarantee to the future.

NOTE: Laban embraces his children and grandchildren (Jacob's children!) but not Jacob.  He went back cheated of them all, because he was a cheat!

    D. How Old Guilt Was Challenged: 32:1-32

NOTE: Jacob now learns one of the most basic, far-reaching lessons a believer can learn - that God does not condemn sin in the unbeliever and condone sin in the believer.  Jacob had forgotten how he had treated his brother Esau...

       1. Jacob's Confirmation From God: v.1,2

          a. What Jacob saw: v.1

NOTE: He saw that his deliverance from Laban was not due to his own cleverness and courage, but from Divine intervention.

          b. What Jacob said: v.2  "Mahanaim" = "the 2 hosts" (Jacob's & God's)

       2. Jacob's Confusion About God: v.3-23

NOTE: Even with the vision of the angelic escort before him, Jacob began scheming  and planning again as he tried to think of ways to avoid Esau's wrath.

          a. Try negotiation:  v.3-8

             1) Esau is coming...w/400 men! v.6

             2) Jacob is fearful...in spite of his angelic escort.  v.7,8

NOTE: God is saying, "Trust Me, Jacob"  -  Jacob is saying "I do Lord, but..."

          b. Try intercession: V.9-12

             1) Jacob pleads the purposes of God: v.9

             2) Jacob pleads the providence of God: v.10

             3) Jacob pleads the protection of God: v.11

             4) Jacob pleads the promises of God: v.12

          c. Try conciliation: v.13-24

       3. Jacob's Confrontation w/God: v.24-32

NOTE: At Beth-el Jacob saw the ladder, at the Jabbok he saw the Lord; at Bethel he became a believing man, at Jabbok  he became a broken man; at Bethel he became a son of god, here he became a saint of God.  At Beth-el he died to his sin, here he died to self.

          a. Jacob very much alone: v.24a

          b. Jacob very much alive: v.24b,25a

          c. Jacob very much altered: v.25b-32

             1) Broken by God.   v.25b-27

             2) Blessed by God.  v.28-30

             3) Branded by God.  v.31,32
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C:\PCF\JACOB-4.SUS

"HOW GOD SEPARATED JACOB"

TEXT: Gen. 33

INTRO: A. In our study of this remarkable man Jacob, we have seen God SAVING him, God SUBDUING him and now we will see God SEPARATING him.  The story is in two parts: Jacob and his brother in chapter 33 and Jacob and his backsliding in Chapter 34.

        B. Jacob was a broken man after his encounter with God.  He had passed another great milestone in his life.  When we first met Jacob we found him  LYING.  Then when God first appeared to him we find him LISTENING.  During those many years with Laban he was LEARNING - very slowly!  Now we find him LIMPING...a broken man, a blessed man, a man with a new name and a new nature now in control.

I.  HOW GOD SEPARATED JACOB:

    A. How Esau Found Jacob v.1-3

NOTE: Esau was ready for any new hostility w/his twin brother Jacob.  He had 400 men armed to the teeth.  Esau knew nothing of Jacob's changed heart.   Esau knew nothing of Jacob's angelic escort.  If he had any more tricks up his sleeve, he was ready!

       1. A Cautious Jacob:  v.1,2

          a. He put the more expendable part of his family up front.

          b. He would give his beloved Rachel & Joseph the best chance.

NOTE: This blatant favoritism surely only fanned the flames of hostility between Joseph and his brothers.  Stay tuned...

c. Jacob is scheming again...even the regenerated heart has an inveterate mistrust of God!

       2. A Courageous Jacob:  v.3a

          a. Jacob is no coward.  He places himself in the greatest danger.

ILLUS: All Israeli troops must take commando or paratrooper training.  The words: "Forward march!" have been replaced with "Follow me!"  Officers must be willing to place themselves in the forefront of the battle.

       3. A Contrite Jacob: v.3b

ILLUS: The scene: Jacob's wives, children, flocks, herds, shepherds, etc. vs.  Esau and his army of 400 troops...all eyes on Jacob...bowing and scraping.

    B. How Esau Forgave Jacob:  v.4-7

       
1. Esau's act is a great commentary on the reconciliation of brethren.

2. Jacob's spirit of humiliation disarmed Esau and he forgave Jacob fully freely and forever.  (His descendents did not share this spirit.)

          
a. It was an emotional scene.

b. Their tears mingled and said what words could not and washed away all the past bitterness.

NOTE: What a fine man Esau was...generous, likeable, noble, yet lost!  A believer is not different in degree to an unsaved man, he is different in kind...as a diamond is different in kind from a carrot.  The diamond is polished, but dead.  The carrot is crude but alive.

    C. How Esau Favored Jacob: v.8-11

       1. Esau refuses the trespass offering of his brother.  v.8,9

       2. Then Esau receives the gift when he sees his brother's sincerity.  v.10,11

    D. How Esau Frightened Jacob:  v.12-16

       1. Esau offers Jacob the company of his presence. v,12-14

       2. That frightened Jacob because he had learned the problems of an unequal yoke.

NOTE: Jacob w/his vast, slow moving herds and herds could not be sensibly yoked to Esau with his 400 mounted cavalry.   An unequal yoke never makes sense, in business, marriage, friendships, etc.  We must be friendly to the lost, but never fettered to them.

       3. Next Esau offers Jacob the strength of his protection. v.15,16

       4. Again Jacob declines w/a half-hearted promise to visit Esau in the future.

TRANS: We have looked at Jacob and His Brother, now we will examine Jacob and His Backsliding:

    E. Jacob's Failure As A Pilgrim:  v.17-20

NOTE: The patriarchs were all wealthy men but with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (up until this point) their pilgrim character was never lost.  First we see Jacob going to Succoth and there we see...

       1. Jacob Building:  v.17

NOTE: The lst mention of a house in the Bible is in connection with Lot. Abraham the pilgrim dwelt in a tent on the plains of Mamre;  Lot the backslider dwelt in a house in Sodom. Jacob decided to be like everybody else and build  a house and settle down in the world short of Canaan.

       2. Jacob Buying:  v.18-20

NOTE: Now Jacob moves to Shechem.  Dinah had grown up in Succoth and was now a young woman.  He now "pitches his tent toward the city"...a reluctant pilgrim again.

          
a. Jacob purchased for cash that which God had promised him by faith

b. Jacob would soon find out what a mistake it is to ignore God's demand for complete separation.  ("Father knows best!")

    F. Jacob's Failure As A Parent:  34:1-31

       1. The scandal caused by Dinah's behaviour:  v.1-7

NOTE: Here was a sheltered, country girl tempted by the brite lites of the city.

          a. Dinah was seen:  v.1-2a

QUES: Where was mom and dad?!

          b. Dinah was seduced: v.2b

       2. The scandal caused by Dinah's brothers:  v.8-31

          a. Marriage negotiations were started...

             1) Worldly society offered:  "make ye marriages w/us..." v.9

             2) Worldly security offered:  "dwell with us..."  v.10

 3) Worldly success offered:  "the land shall be before you...dwell and trade ye therein and get you possessions therein"  v.10

             4) Worldly sincerity offered: "I will give according as ye shall say..." v.11,12

          b. Deceitful proposals made...

             1) The subtle dishonesty of Dinah's brothers: v.13-17

NOTE: The sign of the Covenant was only for believers.  It was of divine origin and not to be used as a bargaining chip.  God's Covenant is thus abused by these boys.

             2) The simpler dishonesty of Shechem's father: v.18-24

NOTE: To get the whole city to submit to the painful ordeal of circumcision would take a real sales pitch.  Note v.23  "We will get their possessions and they will become one with us."

          c. Dreadful crimes committed...  v.25-29

             1) The crime of mass murder.  v.25

             2) The crime of death w/out a trial.  v.26

             3) The crime of spoiling the city.  v.27-28

             4) The crime of kidnapping the women.  v.29

          d. Condemnation of the plot:  v.30-31
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Ser. - Gen.

"HOW GOD SANCTIFIED JACOB"

TEXT: Gen. 35

INTRO: A. After this chap. Joseph, not Jacob, will be the focus of Genesis.  But before we leave this very human, complicated, sometimes carnal, sometimes spiritual man, we will see how God cuts his earthly ties, e.g. the death of his beloved Rachel. In fact this chap. records four burials and three funerals.

        B. If God does not do His sanctifying work down here we will enter heaven incomplete and there are no "make up classes" in glory!  Rather than complain over the cuts He must make, we should praise His Name.

I.  HOW GOD SANCTIFIED JACOB: (35)

    A. Jacob As A Believing Man:  v.1-15

       1. Renewing Jacob's spiritual vitality:  v.1-4

          a. The mention of a place:  v.1a ("Bethel")

          b. The mention of a purpose: v.1b  ("Dwell...build an altar")

          c. The mention of his preparation: v.2-4

       2. Renewing Jacob's spiritual victory: v.5

       3. Renewing Jacob's spiritual verity: v.6-15

          a. The altar - El-Bethel ("The Mighty God of the House of God")

          b. The 1st funeral - Deborah - his mother Rebekah's nurse.

          c. The appearing of the Lord:  v.9-13

             1) Jacob's personal name: v.9,10

             2) Jacob's promised fame: v.11

             3) Jacob's perpetual claim: v.12,13

    B. Jacob As A Bereaved Man:  v.16-29

       1. Bereaved of his favorite - Rachel.  v.16-21

          a. Loss of Rachel - v.16-21

             1) Mistake: v.16a  "from Bethel..."

             2) Misery: v.16b-21

          b. Lust of Reuben:  v.22-26

             1) Reuben commits incest w/Bilhah.

NOTE: No act happens in a vacuum.  Who knows what flirting and philandering took place before this?  The one person who could have comforted Jacob was Bilhah and now even this is stolen from him by this shameful act.

             2) Israel - not Jacob - "heard it..."

NOTE: If the Jacob nature had been in control, Reuben would have been a dead man.  Jacob did nothing.  But the whip of God's judgment was awaiting  Reuben.  God ALWAYS punishes sexual immorality.  He has moral, social, spiritual, physical and psychological whips to chasten those who sin so.

          c. The list of sons:  v.23-26

1) This list may have been given here to point out that the fact that Reuben was "Jacob's firstborn".

       2. Bereaved of his father:  v.27-29

          
a. Isaac is 180 years old at this time.

          
b. There is something poignant in the fact that Jacob and Esau buried him...united for 
the last time to bury their aged father.

CONCL: God has now cut the last tie that bound Jacob to earth.  He is indeed sanctified.
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C:\PCF\JOSEPH-1.SUS

B.S.- Genesis

THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH

TEXT: Gen. 36

INTRO: A. Esau is a picture of the flesh, so Chapter 36 gives us the pedigree of the flesh.  Before plunging into the wonderful story of Joseph, God contrasts it with the sordid, fleshly saga of Esau.  The struggle that began in Rebekah's womb continued thru the centuries till it blossomed into full scale war between the descendants of Jacob and Esau.

        B. Sometimes when we read Script. we wonder about Paul's statement that "...all Script. is given by inspiration of God..." This chapter is one of those instances.  But because Esau is a type of the flesh it undoubtedly has some important spiritual truth for us.  It is an admittedly difficult chapter and one of those problems is the names of Esau's wives which are different from those in earlier chapters...

Gen. 26:34-35  34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite:

35   Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. 

I.  JOSEPH'S BACKGROUND:  (36:1-43)

    A. Esau's Personal History: v.1-8

       1. Esau's immediate family: v.1-5

a. Esau's parents were godly people: Isaac and Rebekah.

b. They were greatly distressed over his marriage to pagan women.

1) The names listed in chapter 36 were his wives original pagan names.

2) He apparently changed them to make them more palatable to his parents.

a) Adah became Bashemath, named after Uncle Ismael's daughter.

NOTE: The name Adah must have been particularly repugnant to Isaac.  Adah was the name of one of Lamech's (the great rebel) wives.  She is "the daughter of Elon the Hittite... a hated Caananite tribe.  (He later married his uncle's daughter named Bashemath and changed HER name to Mahalath   (cf.28:9)

b) Aholibamah was even more repugnant due to her ancestry: she was the daughter of a Hivite, which had a strong Anakim stain - a race of giants - which polluted the promised strain.

NOTE: Cf. Gen. 6:1-6 This would have led to occultism, Satan worship, etc. since these demonic offspring would have led into idloatry.  Little wonder that God was so strong in his command that all Caananites be destroyed.

       Aholobamah was also likely a pagan temple priestess (prostitute) since her name meant "tent of the high place."  She became Esau's favorite, probably because she was physically attractive.  To make her somewhat more acceptable to the family, he called her Judith.

QUOTE: Philips, p.285  "So, as long as he remained in the vicinity of his father's covenanted camp, Esau made shift with those new names for his wives, but as soon as he moved away he dropped them at once. He typifies the young person today, brought up in a Christian home, hardened to the Gospel, yet, for the sake of peace, willing enough to mouth the proper phrases when around his parents, but only too glad to shed all such pretence when he finally moves away from home.  Esau's heart never warmed to spiritual truth, and his intellect was never enlightened to what it was all about."

       2. Esau's immense fortune: v.6,7

a. Esau packs his bags (& his fortune) and moves to Seir, Aholibamah's  hometown.

b. Esau moves away from the place of fellowship from his family and the people of God persuaded he could find more congenial company in the world.

NOTE: It is strange that all of Esau's sons were born in Canaan, but turned their backs on it, whereas all of Jacob's sons but one were born out of the promised land, but found their place in it at last.

       3. Esau's impregnable fortress: v.8

a. Edom is the location of the rock red city of Petra, a natural fortress which can only be entered thru a narrow passageway.

b. How Esau wrested this fortress from the Horites is not clear.

Deut. 2:12  The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them. 

c. No doubt at least initially his wife Aholibamah opened the doors for Esau.

    B. Edom's Political History:  v.9-43

NOTE: This section of the Script. is lacking in matters of gripping interest.  Whole chapters are devoted to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 1/4 of Genesis is given over to Joseph, who was not even in the Messianic line!  Esau has a small, but significant place in the divine purpose.  His history and that of the Edomites is only relatively important.  But God does record their names since they are souls for whom Christ died and the Spirit of God yearned over...

       1. Esau's progeny in Edom (36:9-19)

a. Esau's grandchildren thru Eliphaz, Adah's son, are named first as grandchildren (descendents) then as dukes  (v.15,16).

NOTE: The woman duke (not a dutchess!), became the mother of another duke, Amalek (v.12,16), from whom came the Amalakites, the inveterate enemies of Israel.  Amalek is the outstanding type of the flesh in the Old Testament.

b. Little of significance is recorded of his other 4 grandchildren, thru Reu, the son of Bashemath, though each attained royal rank. (A tribal head or sheikh)

c. No mention is made of any grandchildren of Esau thru the sons of his favorite wife Aholibamah, tho each of her sons attained the rank of duke.  (v.18)

       2. Esau's predecessors in Edom: (v.20-30)

1. The Horites were the orig. inhabitants of the land that Esau was about to make his own (14:6).

 2. The name Horite is derived from hor signifying "a hole" or "a cave" and these people were cave or rock dwellers and their elaborate carvings and tunnels in Petra are an ongoing source of wonder to tourists today.

3. Esau was not "sojourner and stranger" to this land, he settled down here and his seed became diluted and utterly pagan.

ILLUS: How quickly those who leaved the fellowship of God's people pride themselves in their new worldly connections!  How easily they are assimilated!

4. The only Horite singled out for mention is Aholibamah's father   (v.24,25).

          5. Esau's preeminence in Edom : (v.31-43)

NOTE: What lessons can we learn from Esau's sad history?

1. The flesh is very prolific; the flesh belongs to a very large family.

   2. The flesh is very pious; whenever it serves its purpose.

3. The flesh is very prosperous (26:6); it imitates that which was a mark of divine favor in the Old Testament.

4. The flesh is very persuasive; cf. Eliphaz the Temanite who could argue religion by the hour and had poor Job so upset.

   5. The flesh is very pernicious (36:13); Amalek the inveterate foe of Israel.

   6. The flesh is very powerful; Esau had a stronghold in Seir, the most impregnable fortress of   the ancient world.

   7. The flesh is very persistent: "in his stead" is repeated again and again in chapter 36.

   8. The flesh is very proud: It can boast of kings long before Israel had hers.

NOTE: It is with relief we turn from this tiresome chapter...away from Esau and to Joseph...
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C:\PCF\JOSEPH-2.SUS

B.S. – Genesis

THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (Contd.)

TEXT: Gen. 37

INTRO: A. God dismisses the creation of the universe with 5 words ("He made the stars also") but he devotes one quarter of Genesis to Joseph, a man not even in the Messianic line.  Why?  No one in God's Word more graph-ically portrays our Savior than Joseph.

B. Moses wrote Exodus thru Deuteronomy from personal experience, but he wrote Genesis by direct revelation and also from his people and surely from his parents, especially his mother Jochebed.  All too soon she would have to give him up to Egypt so she impressed on him the story of the man called Joseph who likewise was taken to that pagan place.  Their lives would parallel each other.

I.  JOSEPH'S BOYHOOD:

    A. Joseph's Spiritual Drive:  v.1,2

       1. Adversity often breeds spirituality.

       2. Joseph was born into a "dysfunctional family."

ILLUS: With father Jacob and his favoritism toward Rachel, Leah's frustrations, the other two wives nagged by their inferior family status, Grandfather Laban's trickery, Uncle Esau's temperament and resentment and with his varied assortment of older brothers, Joseph had more than enough "character building equipment.

        He lost his mother in his mid teens and was viewed by his brothers and step mothers as his father's pet and thus detested.

  a. No doubt he was tempted to compromise to be accepted.

          
b. He was probably tempted to conform.

c. He was undoubtedly tempted to conceal instead of reveal information regarding his brothers.  cf.v.2b

NOTE: Joseph is seen by some as a "tattletale".  Probably he was instructed by his father to keep an eye on his carnal brothers.  "There is a time to keep silence and a time to speak."

    B. Joseph's Splendid Dress:  v.3,4

1. This "coat" must have been resplendent, but it also may have carried some symbolic significance, beyond his father's obvious favoritism.

2. He was given this robe or coat as Jacob's firstborn son of his favorite wife, Rachel.

3. The robe spoke of priesthood, progenitorship and priority (a double portion of the inheritance went to the firstborn son.)

QUOTE: Philips: "Beyond Jacob and Joseph we see the Father in communion with His Son, finding all His delight in Him, determining that even though, by virtue of His coming into the world He sould have kinsman according to the flesh, yet He would be distinct from them all and lifted up on high, above and beyond them all.  The priesthood, the property and the power were to be His."     

    C. Joseph's Spectacular Dreams:  v.5-11

1. The dream of the sheaves: speaking of position and power on the earth.

2. The dream of the stars: speaking of position and power in the universe.

NOTE: Again Joseph is a picture of Jesus who would be an earthly King, but also have "all power (authority)" given to Him; King of Kings and Lord of Lords".  

III. JOSEPH'S BETRAYAL:

    A. How Joseph Was Sent To His Brethren:  v.12-17

       1. The mission was discussed: v.12-14

NOTE: The father was willing to make the sacrifice and the son was willing to do those things that pleased his father! 

       2. The mission was discharged: v.15-17

NOTE: Joseph knew what kind of reception he could expect from them, but he was doing his father's will and so he went.  

ILLUS: Hebron, Shechem and Dothan!  The names tell a story.  Hebron means "fellowship" but those boys had long ago left that place.  Hebron suggests the loss of the spiritual; man's first loss...no longer in fellowship with   God.  Shechem means "strength" but they had also left the place of strength. Man's second loss was moral.  Dothan means "Two Wells" which suggests material comfort and that's where Joseph found them. 

QUOTE: Philips:  "His mission was discharged, he had come where they were and brought them good news from home...the father loved them and longed for their return.  He was at once rejected, sold for the price of a slave, handed over to the Gentiles, and his disappearance glossed over with a lie." 

    B. How Joseph Was Seen By His Brethren: v.18-27

       1. Conscious wickedness:  v.18-23  (the brothers)

       2. Criminal weakness: v.21,22; 29,30 (Reuben)

QUOTES: Philips: "Active wickedness is always stronger than halfhearted goodness."  "Indecision, in the end, is a decision after all."

       3. Calculating worldliness: v.25-27  (Judah)

    C. How Joseph Was Sold By His Brethren:  v.28-36

NOTE: They sold Joseph into slavery and deceived Jacob with a kid as he, long years before, had deceived his father with a kid!  The chickens have roosted!
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C:\PCF\JOSEPH-3.SUS

B.S. – Genesis

THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (Contd.)

TEXT: Gen. 38

INTRO: A. Joseph and Judah are contrasted in this chapter; a chapter rarely read in public.  The bright light of Joseph's high morals are brot into sharp relief against the sordid nature of Judah's tragic behavior.

B. It is interesting that Joseph is not in the line of Christ, but Judah is!  What grace!

II. JOSEPH'S BROTHER:

    A. Judah and His Sons: v.1-10

       1. Judah's wayward behavior: v.1

a. Perhaps Judah was running away from his guilt re: Joseph?

b. He links up with an unsaved Caananite named Hirah.

NOTE: Sometimes the companionship of the lost seems a change for the better when you see the carnal behavior of the brethren.

       2. Judah's worldly bride: v.2-5

a. She was a pagan Caananite, a member of a sin-cursed, idolatrous race.

b. Here is an unequal yoke which reproduced problems in the children.

NOTE: Often when children marry outside the faith, they fail to reckon on the devastating influence upon future children.

c. They had 3 children: Er ("the watcher"), Onan ("strength") and Shelah ("he that breaks").

NOTE: These are pagan Caananite names, suggesting that Judah had given up the headship of his home.  The results come later.

          
d. Because of Er's wickedness, God slew him. v.6,7

e. Judah asks his next son to take care of Er's widow and give her a son.

NOTE: What he does shows contempt to his father, brother and the Lord (Who wanted to establish the Messianic line thru Judah). "Onanism" is now a synonym for masturbation, i.e. "spilling seed".

    B. Judah and His Sins:  v.11-26

       1. His perverted values: v.11-14

a. He seems to blame Tamar, rather than himself (for marrying a pagan), or his wicked sons, for their deaths.

b. He sends her home with the curse of barrenness on her.

c. He mourns his wife till her father suggests burying his grief in some worldly amusement.

d. Instead of seeking the Lord to find out why so many things had gone wrong, he sought to drown his sorrow in pleasure.

ILLUS: Here is Judah born into the Messianic line, raised in the home of Israel the patriarch, but as crooked in his dealings as the pagans he took as his friends. It appears that he had no intention of allowing Tamar to marry his son Shelah.

       2. His personal vileness: v.15-23

a. Tamar decides to take things into her own hands; even though her methods were bad, her motive seems good.

b. She dresses herself up as a pagan Temple priestess...a religious prostitute, and sets a trap for Judah.

c. Her price is a kid of the goats, something she knew he wouldn't have with him (a very high price for a prostitute!).

d. Judah gives her instead, his ring (rep.his person), his bracelets (rep. his possessions) and his staff (rep. his position).

NOTE: What men will do for a few moments of sinful pleasure!

e. Judah indulges himself and later attempts to redeem the articles he left with Tamar, but the Temple call-girl was nowhere to be found.

f. Judah is upset, but not because he has sinned against God, or lost his testimony, but because his reputation as a man of his word might be lost.

       3. His pretended virtue:  v.24-26

a. Three months pass, and word comes that Tamar is pregnant.

b. What hypocrisy!  The only diff. bet. Judah and Tamar was that she was a woman and he was a man.

c. In fact, she is less guilty from the standpoint that what she wanted was a child to carry on her husbands name, he just wanted to satisfy his lust.

d. Judah siezes an opportunity to rid himself of a woman he had come to dislike: "Let her be burnt!" he cries.

          
e. But Tamar has a little surprise!  v.25

ILLUS: Picture the scene as the scarlet woman is dragged before her father-in-law and her executioners.  When she finally speaks, her words stunned the audience and silenced the hypocritical Judah!

f. Judah finally acknowledges her comparative innocence, while carefully sidestepping his own immorality. v.26

NOTE: God doesn't allow immorality to go unpunished.  While we do not read of God's punishment on Judah, what we do know is that God inspired Moses to record his sin in the pages of God's Holy Word for all time and eternity and for millions to read!

    C. Judah and His Seed:  v.27-30
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THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (CONTD)

TEXT: Gen. 39

INTRO: A. Joseph arrives in Egypt in chains.  What ever happened to his dreams?  The taunts of his brothers rang in his ears, "Bye, bye, Joey boy! Happy dreams!"  He had dreams of power and position, but now he is in chains.

B. God doesn't reveal the long, arduous trip over the sand dunes of Sinai, past the forts and monuments of Egypt, the tombs of the Pharoahs, the valley of the Kings, etc.  But he finally arrived at the slave market, tagged and priced for sale and was sold to Potiphar, the Captain of the guard.

I.  JOSEPH'S BONDAGE: 39,40

A. The Slave Man: Completely Trusted By A Prosporous Master  v.1-6

1. Joseph, the country boy, moves to the suburbs.  v.1,2

 2. Joseph, son of wealthy Israel, becomes a slave to one of the wealthiest men of Egypt.

ILLUS: The will of God is good and acceptable and perfect and Joseph trusted in God. Perhaps he said "If God wants me to be a slave, I will be the best slave in Egypt.  I will perform every task given me not as unto Potiphar, but as unto the Lord."  His bonds were not the bonds of Egypt but the bonds of Heaven.

        Principle: We have to learn life's adversities before we can be trusted with life's advancements.

3. Potiphar took notice at Joseph's boundless industry.  v.3

a. He also took notice of Joseph's spotless testimony.  v.3

b. The Lord will make blessings out of calamity and can cause all we do to prosper if we stay clean and maintain a clear testimony.  v.3

c. Joseph is elevated to a position of prominence in this home.  v.4

4. Potiphar took notice of Joseph's boundless integrity.  v.4 - 6

NOTE: The fact that God blesses his children does not mean that He always delivers them from temptation, but he will "with the temptation, make a way to escape.  Trouble is seething while Joseph is serving.

B. The Successful Man: Continually Tempted By a Persistent Woman  v.7-20

QUOTE: Ruckman, p.700,701  "Joseph is serving Potiphar.  He goes in and out of the house.  He has a key ring w/20 keys on it, giving him access to everything in the house but the bedroom.  Mrs. Potiphar doesn't stay in the bedroom.  She drapes herself over divans and sofas and Persian rugs in the most seductive manner possible.  She puts on shorts that don't have enough cloth in them to make a cleaning patch for a 12 guage shotgun. Her blouse is so thin a mosquito could fly thru it without breaking a wing. She puts on so much mascara on her eyes that one time when she winks at Joseph her eyelids stick together, and it takes her 3 minutes to pry them apart.  She twitches and switches up and down the hallways while he is mopping.  She drops her handkerchief in front of him twice; Joseph mails it back to her in an envelop.  Finally she propositions him straight out (v.7), and then he preaches her a message which would have sent her to the prayer altar if she had any grace to start with.

1. Joseph realizes that all sin is really against God.  v.8,9

2. It is not cowardice, but courage and conviction that keeps Joseph's integrity.  v.10-12

a. Joseph is about to lose his job, his coat, his reputation and his "opportunity" but he saves his character.

b. On the other hand, Mrs. Potiphar, like all worldly women, is not very concerned with her character, but is very concerned with her reputation!

3. Mrs. Potiphar tells her version of the story to the servants and then to her husband.  v. 13-19

ILLUS: Picture the scene.  Here is a "scorned woman".  She rumples her clothing, messes up hair hair-do and offers her "evidence" - Joseph's coat to "prove" her alleged "attempted rape."  It has been happening ever since.

   Although often it is the man who argues the woman "asked for it" when he practically raped her.  It works both ways.

        If you are looking for sex in the Bible, there is plenty of it.  The problem is that it is always placed in a moral or immoral setting.  Acts of impurity and immorality always produce bad fruit and merit judgment and sin is never joked about.  That's why the perverts prefer Playboy to Song of Solomon and Penthouse to Genesis for their lurid literature.

       4. Joseph ends up in the slammer on a bum rap!  v.20

       5. "But the Lord was with Joseph..." v.21

ILLUS: Did you ever notice that many of God's choicest servants end up on the short end of the stick: beaten, imprisoned, tortured, martyred?

   This fact causes many believers to refuse to live right and do right but the alternative; God's displeasure, chastening, loss of rewards for eternity, etc. reveal the folly of this mentality.

        Perhaps even the other slaves and Egyptians questioned a God who would allow one with Joseph's spotless record and testimony to be so mistreated.

   But God was doing something in Joseph's life.  He was preparing him for greater service.  He was teaching him obedience.  He was learning never to trust in man, but to always trust in God.  Stay tuned.  v.22,23

ILLUS: Man argues that as long as no-one gets hurt, anything goes!  But all sin hurts God.  "Consenting adults" still sin against God even if they don't hurt anyone but themselves!
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THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (CONTD)

TEXT: Gen. 41

INTRO:  A. Joseph became the Prime Minister of Egypt...2nd in command to the Pharoah.  He was not elected by the people - he was appointed by the King.

   In the tombs of the Pharoahs the Grand Vizier was depicted as receiving foreign dignitaries.  Local officials are seen lying prostrate at his feet.

   He rode in a gold chariot and had a mansion in the suburbs. His life was one of opulence and power.

B. This was the position God was preparing Joseph for all those years while he lan-guished in prison.  God's schools are not like ours!  Joseph had passed some stiff tests, but graduated with flying colors.  Little did Joseph that one special morning that his days of suffering were over and his glory days were about to begin.  Adversity now became advancement...

I.  JOSEPH'S BLESSING:

    A. The Providential Ways of God:  v.1-8

ILLUS: Wm. Cowper who was no stranger to suffering wrote:

         God moves in a mysterious way,

            His wonders to perform;

         He plants His footsteps in the sea

            And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines

            Of never failing skill,

         He treasures up His bright designs

            And works His sovereign will.

NOTE: Joseph had been forgotten by Potiphar, his wife, the butler and his own brothers and perhaps nearly by his father after all those years in prison. But God had not forgotten him!

       1. The King's dreams: v.1-7

       2. The King's distress: v.8

NOTE: The court magicians went thru their heathen incantations...but failed.

    B. The Perfect Wisdom of God:  v.9-13

1. God's timing: the King's butler JUST HAPPENED TO BE STANDING AROUND and overheard the matter...Joseph's old friend...

          a. Pharoah was ready.

          b. Joseph was ready.

       2. God's tactics: (context)

    C. The Peerless Will of God:  v.14-44

       1. Joseph's presentation:  v.14 (everything happened so fast...)

ILLUS: Joseph is brought before the supposed man-god...Pharoah King of Egypt. He wore the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt.  He held the golden crook in one hand of Upper Egypt and the flail in the other for Lower Egypt.  He wore the robes of majesty and splendor.  He was supposed to be the incarnation of Ra the sun god...his functions as much religious as political.

a.  Joseph saw the man-god with 1500 years of unbroken reign and tradition behind him .

b.   Joseph saw a man deeply troubled by the true God and the dream He sent to him that fateful night.

c.   Joseph saw a pagan, heathen man who needed the Living God to saved him.

          
d.   Joseph begins his witness...v.15,16

e.  Pharoah begins his explanation of his dreams...v.17-24

f.  Joseph begins his interpretation of Pharoah's dreams: v.25-32

       2. Joseph's promotion: v.33-44

F.H. - 10/31/93                                          

C:\PCF\JOSEPH-6.SUS

Ser. - Gen.

JOSEPH THE PROVIDER

TEXT: Gen. 41

INTRO: A. Joseph will be promoted to 2nd in command, the Grand Vizier of all Egypt. v.33-44

1. Joseph interprets Pharoah's dream correctly and now gives his own job description.  v.33-36

2. Pharoah recognizes leadership, discernment, wisdom, judgment, charisma and God's Spirit in Joseph and promotes him on-the-spot! v.37-41

3. Joseph again becomes a type of Christ in many details in v.38-46

QUOTE: Peter S. Ruckman: "(Here)...the Holy Spirit begins a dissertation on Jesus Christ that is unmatched by any other portion in the book of Genesis, except chapter 22 & 37...When one considers the order of events in Gen. 37-41 he realizes that a hand is handling the pen of inspiration which is guided by a mind that sees the centuries unfold ahead of time...not only do the details match the incidents in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, but the order of the details match the order of the incidents...Why isn't the Koran written this way? Or the Analects? Or the Shastas?  Or the Puranans?"

NOTE: V. 43  As Daniel, type of the Holy Spirit, has a gold chain and the 3rd chariot, Joseph, a type of the Son, has a gold chain and the 2nd chariot!

ILLUS: Can you imagine the conversation that night around Potiphar's table?   "I only hope your accusation was just, my dear, that's all.  Pharoah has just made Joseph the Grand Vizier of Egypt and I have to report to him tomorrow at 6AM sharp!"

Pr. 21:1  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 

        B. Not only does Joseph get promoted, he gets a wife...

I.  JOSEPH'S BRIDE: v.45-52

NOTE: The brides in the Bible often speak of Christ and His church, e.g., Eve, Sarah, Rachel, Rebekah, Ruth and ...Asenath!

      
EVE pictures the FORMATION of the church.

      
REBEKAH speaks of the FAITH of the church.

      
ASENATH sets forth the FUTURE of the church.

    A. Her Favored Place:  v.45-49

       1. Her husband is highly exalted:

       2. Her husband is highly extolled:  Zaphnath-paaneah = "Savior of the world"

    B. Her Forgotten Past: v.45

       1. We know nothing about her but her name: Asenath = "Dedicated to Neit" (or Isis)

a. She, as Solomon's bride (Song 1:1-5) is black, an Egyptian.

b. She exchanges heathen idolatry for a knowledge of the true God.

c. One formerly devoted to the devil marries a Jewish shepherd who just got out of jail.

2. She is the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On.  Potiphera = Devoted to the Sun (or sun-god, On)

NOTE: But this is all we know of Asenath.  God refuses to record her past (as she is a type of the church!)  All that matters is that she is brother to Joseph and becomes his bride.

    C. Her Faithful Part:  v.50-52

ILLUS: It is her part to share in bringing sons into glory, just as the true and heavenly Joseph in this age, is gathering an elect family and when it is complete it will be followed by the years of famine..."the time of Jacob's trouble."  And just as the famine of Joseph's day were used to drive his brethren back to him, so the Trib. will be used by God to drive the Jews back to Jesus!

1. Manasseh = "forgetting"

       
2. Ephraim = "fruitfulness"

NOTE: These two sons names speak to us of the things that characterize us. We will either be fruitful or forgetful.  Are you a Manasseh or an Ephraim?
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JOSEPH THE PROVIDER

TEXT: Gen. 41-47

INTRO: A. The lengthy section before us is broken up into 3 phases as Joseph and his brothers and father are finally reunited.  There is the MYSTERY PHASE during which his brothers are at a complete loss to explain what was happening to them and during which their consciences were beginning to be awakened to the wrongs they had done to Joseph years before.  There is the MAJESTY PHASE when Joseph makes himself known to his brethren all the glory that now belonged to him.  Then there is the MINISTRY PHASE when Joseph represents their interests in the court of the Pharoah, unites them with himself and settles them in the best of the land.

B. All of these phases are highly symbolic of God's dealing with Israel now and in the future.  Plus this story has many practical lessons for us...

I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN:  (41-44)

    A. The Mystery Phase:

1. How Joseph's Brethren Were Burdened: 41:53-42:34

          a. A Predicted Famine:  41:53-57

             1) Its severity: v.53,54

             2) Its significance: v.55-57

NOTE: This is its significance: "Go unto Joseph!"  The underlying purpose of the famine was to drive people to Joseph and especially his kinsmen, the children of Israel!  So it is now and so it will be in the "time of Jacob's trouble", the Tribulation.

          b. A Perplexed Family: 42:1-5

NOTE: The spotlight swings from Egypt to Caanan; from Pharoah's court to the Patriarchal clan.  They too had been caught in the famine.  God's people are not exempt from the natural calamities of the world.  No doubt they asked "Why us? We are the chosen people!  We are in the Promised Land.

          c. A Pointing Finger: v.6-34

NOTE: God's finger kept pointing at the consciences of these men and though they acknowledged Joseph, they did not know it yet.  The finger was pointing to him, but in their blindness, they did not recognize him for who he was.  It is the same for the Jew today.  God keeps pointing at Jesus, but they fail to see Him as Messiah.

             1) Simple ignorance: v.6-9

             2) Subtle implication: v.10-17  "...and one is not!"

             3) Self incrimination: v.18-23

NOTE: First is Joseph's testimony: "For I fear God!"  Then the brothers began to speak freely in Hebrew to one another, thinking Joseph couldn't understand them.  God's 3 barbs to the soul begin their work: CONSCIENCE AT WORK: "Verily we are guilty..." MEMORY AT WORK: "We would not hear..." AND REASON AT WORK: "therefore is this distress come upon us."

             4) Sore intimidation: v.24-34

NOTE: Joseph turned and wept but he was too wise to make himself known yet. They were not yet ready to see him in his glory, for who he was.

a) These were men who loved money and had sold Joseph for cash.

b) Now they loathe the money they found in their sacks.

c) Joseph had to teach them the value of life over money.

ILLUS: When they arrived home they poured into their father's ears the whole amazing story, being careful to omit any mention of their betrayal of Joseph.  Remorse was at work, but not repentance yet.

QUOTE: p. 330, Phillips, Exploring Genesis
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TEXT: Gen. 42-47

INTRO: A. In this next section the story revolves around 3 men: Jacob, Judah and Joseph.  There is a contrast here which reveals the lawlessness of Joseph's brethren and the love of Joseph toward them.

        B. It was a sad day when the boys returned home to Jacob without Simeon.  Jacob had believed their story of Joseph being devoured by a wild beast at first, but as time past he no doubt entertained thoughts about the jealousy and hostility they had shown to his favorite.

I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN:

    A. The Mystery Phase: (contd.)

1. How Joseph's Brethren Were Burdened:  41:53-42:34

       2. How Joseph's Brehtren Were Bewildered:

          a. Jacob's Plight  (42:35-38)

NOTE: Now his sons stood before him without another son, Simeon.  Their story was unbelievable and he demanded proof.  "Open your sacks."  There was the cold cash which confirmed their tale.  He sighs "All these things are against me..." Little did he know that all things were working for his good...and he would soon have both Simeon and Joseph back!  Reuben speaks up and promises to be responsible for Benjamin.  Jacob responds "My son shall not go down with you."

          b. Judah's Pledge:  (43:1-15)

1) The sanity of Judah's pledge.  v.1-8 (Either Benjamin must go or no one must go and Simeon is lost.)

2) The sincerity of Judah's pledge: v.9,10 (He didn't offer his sons, but himself as hostage.)

ILLUS: When we last saw Judah he had married an unsaved woman.  But apparently the prodigal had come home.

             3) The success of Judah's pledge:  v.11-15

(A suitable present must be prepared for that powerful leader in Egypt ... and yes, Benjamin must go.)

          c. Jospeh's Plans: (43:16-34)  [8 steps]

             1) The undeserved feast: v.16,17

             2) The unconcealed fear: v.18

             3) The unexplained find: v.19-24

             4) The understandable formality: v.25-28

             5) The unrevealed feeling: v.29-31

             6) The uncanny familiarity: v.32,33

             7) The unusual favor: v.34a

             8) The unrestrained fellowship: v.34b

       3. How Joseph's Brethren Were Broken: (44:1-34)

          a. The Consipracy: v.1-3

             1) Their greed: v.1

             2) Their grudge: v.2,3

          b. The Confrontation: v.4-15

NOTE: The big question now was what would they do with Benjamin?!  Their response was the right one.  They sided with their brother, unlike the situation years before with Joseph.  (This points forward to a day when the Jews, the Lord's kinsmen in the flesh, will be put into the furnace of affliction to be purified by the flame and made ready for the revelation to them of Jesus in His glory.)

      Their pride finally gone, they come and fling themselves befoe Joseph for his mercy.

          c. The Confession: v.16-34

             1) Judah offers to share Benjamin's blame.

                a) He appeals to Joseph's patience.  v.18

                b) He appeals to Joseph's purposes:  v.19-23

                c) He appeals to Joseph's pity. v.24-31

                d) He appeals to Joseph's power: v.32-34

             2) Joseph rejects the offer.

    B. The Majesty Phase:  (45:1-24)
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JOSEPH THE PROVIDER

TEXT: Gen. 45

INTRO: A. Genesis 45 anticipates the day when the Lord will reveal Himself fully and finally to the nation of Israel at the close of the Great Tribulation.

   It also speaks to us of how the Lord reveals Himself to those today who own Him as Lord.  And lastly, it speaks of the continuing drama of Joseph's own personal dealings with his family...

I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN: (Contd.)

    A. The Mystery Phase:

The Majesty Phase:  45:1-24

      1. The Revelation of Joseph:  v.1-16

          a. The revelation of his person:  v.1-3

NOTE: Both the Christmas babe and the man hanging on the cross is a distorted revelation of who Jesus really is.  Both portray Him in weakness.  He is no longer in the cradle or on the cross.  Now He is the Lord of Glory.

             1) A sudden revelation:  v.1

NOTE: As Joseph's revelation was sudden to his family, so will Jesus' revelation be sudden to the Jews

             2) A sobering revelation:  v.2

             3) A simple revelation:  v.3a

             4) A successful revelation: v.3b

          b. The revelation of his purposes:  v.4-16

             1) Pardon:  v.4,5

NOTE: Here is grace illustrated.  "You sold...God did send."

             2) Provision: v.6-12

NOTE: Jesus was not only rejected by the Nation of Israel, but exalted to the very right hand of the Father in heaven.

      Now that he was reconciled to his brethren he could send for his father. Joseph also planned to be with them where they would be to nourish them.  His grace took in all their needs.  Note his command: "Tell my father of all my glory...

             3) Proximity:  v.14-16

ILLUS: Joseph was interested in the very smallest trivialities of their lives...as Jesus is of ours!

      2. The resources of Joseph:  v.17-23

          a. Their source:  v.16-20   (from the throne!)

NOTE: Joseph made no mention of the guilt and misbehavior of his brethren. It was not only forgiven but forgotten!

b. Their sufficiency:  v.21-23

3. The request of Joseph: v.24  (guard tempers and testimony)

C.  The Ministry Phase: 45:25 - 47:10
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TEXT: Gen. 49

INTRO: A. Could this be a foretaste of the Judgment Seat of Christ? Where rewards and rebukes are meted out as his Jacob's sons lives are brot up for review?  Jacob's prophecy is not in conversational style, but couched in poetic, symbolic and exclamatory phrases which would cause awe, fear and expectation to grip each heart.

       B. "And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather youselves together that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the LAST DAYS..."  In its ultimate fulfillment Jacob's prophecy focuses on the climax of the ages, on that terminal point in time to which all history leads.  But the immediate reference is not the Millennium, but to the Kingdom which would be established in Canaan.

Here then is the Judgment Seat of Jacob.  What has been sowed must be reaped.  Hidden things exposed and judged; open things praised or punished.  There is a place in the Kingdom at stake for each one, and each one is weighed in the light of that.

I.  THE DEATH OF JACOB (CONTD.):

    A. Jacob's Foreknowledge:

       1. The chosen favorite:

       2. The chosen family: 49:1-27

          a. Reuben:  v.3,4

             1) Rebuen's unique position:  v.3

NOTE: Reuben no doubt upon hearing these first words expected the preeminence possessions and perhaps even the priesthood.

2) Reuben's unstable personality: v.4a

NOTE: He lacked character, he lacked courage, he lacked conviction.  His tribe never did excel or rise to prominence in Israel.

             3) Reuben's unscrupulous passion: v.4b

NOTE: The sin had taken place 40 years earlier...plenty of time to repent confess...but instead, a cover-up.  Here at the judgment seat unconfessed sin was exposed and dealt with.  No hope for future glory in the coming Kingdom.

          b. Simeon and Levi:  v.5-7

             1) Close brotherhood: v.5a

             2) Criminal behavior: v.5b,6

NOTE: Their sin was not one of weakness, like Reuben's, but one of downright, deliberated wickedness.  (Shechem) The bedroom had become a courtroom and the old patriarch's deathbed a judgment seat indeed.  The past was determining the future!

             3) Continuing blame: v.7

NOTE: Just because they were in the family did not absolve them from resp.  for their behavior!  (For the sin Jacob had a curse, for the sinners a  cure.  Levi took a stand for God at Baal-peor when Israel sinned with the daughters of Moab (Ex.32) and when Moses cried: "Who is on the Lord's side?" the tribe of Levi responded.  They received no territorial grant in Canaan, but 48 scattered cities in the Kingdom among the tribes.

          c. Judah:  v.8-12

             1) Jacob saw the leader:  v.8

NOTE: Jacob said nothing of Judah's sin re: Onan and Er or the business with Tamar.  Judah had apparently repented of them and so they were forgotten.   Jacob's judgment seat was not convened to rake up confessed and forgiven sins

             2) Jacob saw the lion: v.9

             3) Jacob saw the Lord: v.10

NOTE: By giving Judah the Messianic line, he gave him everything.  The natural man in Jacob would have greatly desired to bestow all on Joseph, but the spiritual man, Israel, bestowed it on Judah.

             4) Jacob saw the land: v.11,12

NOTE: As Jacob looked at Judah all he could see was Jesus.  All Judah's faults and failings were blotted out in that glorious vision of Christ.  And that is what will count at the Judgment Seat.

          d. Zubulun: v.13

NOTE: He had never been a very bold man like Judah nor a very bad man like Reuben.  What would Jacob say to him?

             1) Coastal interests

             2) Commercial interests

             3) Continental interests

NOTE: The tribal inheritance of Zebulun included Nazareth, Cana of Galilee and Capernaum, but the ultimate fulfillment of Jacob's words must surely be in the Millennium.

          e. Issachar: v.14,15

             1) His strength: v.14

             2) His satisfaction: v.15a

             3) His servitude: v.15b  (no blame, simply lack of achievement)

          f. Dan: v.16-18

             1) Position: v.16

             2) Poison: v.17  (the Antichrist?)

             3) Pardon: v.18
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             1) Position: v.16

             2) Poison: v.17 (the Antichrist?)

             3) Pardon: v.18

          g. Gad: v.19

             1) Jacob saw him as vanquished: "a troop shall overcome him"

             2) Jacob saw him as victorious: "but he shall overcome..."

NOTE: His territory on the far side of Jordan was under constant attack.  But the tribe of Gad was not without its leaders: Jephthah, Barzillai and Elijah.

          h. Asher: v.20

ILLUS: These undistinguished sons of Jacob represent the crowd of the rank and file of the redeemed.  At the Judgment Seat all must appear.  There will be no difference.  It is not just for the noteworthy.

           1) Life's routine rewards:  "...his bread shall be fat"

           2) Life's royal riches:  "he shall yield royal dainties"

NOTE: His inheritance was in Canaan in a fertile strip that ran along the foot of Mt. Carmel, up the Medit. coast past Tyre.   Asher was to "dip his foot in oil".  The modern port of Haifa is in Asher's territory and it is where the great Iranian pipelines of oil terminate.  Asher literally dips his foot in oil today.

          i. Naphtali: v.21

             1) Natural wildness: "a hind let loose"
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TEXT: Gen. 49:28-50:21

INTRO: A. As God took Moses to Mt. Pisgah just before his death to show him the Promised Land, so He took Jacob to a lofty spiritual peak just prior to his death, to show him the future history of his sons and the destiny of the nation which would come out of Egypt.

B. Having chronicled Jacob's foreknowledge, the Spirit of God now tells of Jacob's funeral...

    B. Jacob's Funeral:

       1. The Pledge: 49:28-33

          a. His last words: cf. v.27

          b. His last will: v.29-32

NOTE: Perhaps the reason he wanted to be buried in Caanan was because that's where the Messiah would come.  Also he would be with Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and Rebekah and Leah on resurrection morning.  They would be the first ones he would see!

Mt. 27:52  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 

          c. His last witness:  v.33

       2. The Preparation: 50:1-3

       3. The Permission: v.4-6

NOTE: Joseph gave his word: "I will come again" to Pharaoh and his word was as good as gold.  This was a part of Joseph's testimony.

       4. The Procession: V.7-14

See p.374,375 Philips, Genesis

       5. The Pardon: v.15-21

II. THE DEATH OF JOSEPH:  50:22-26

    A. Joseph's Dwelling: v.22

NOTE: Joseph was 56 when Jacob died and lived another 54 years.  Joseph lived in Egypt but his heart was in Caanan.  And it was there he would be ultimately buried.  He could have had a great tomb, maybe even a pyramid, but he chose a simple grave in the Promised Land.  No wonder God could trust Joseph with wealth and power.  It is not money that is the root of all evil, but the love of money.

    B. Joseph's Descendents: v.23

NOTE: "Grandfathers form a living link, not just w/the past out of which they have emerged, but w/the eternal future on the threshold of which they stand."  IBID.

    C. Joseph's Discernment: v.24

    D. Joseph's Demand: v.25  "this do in remembrance of me..." Joseph's memorial body

    E. Joseph's Decease: v.26

CONCL: Thus ends Genesis.  It began with creation and ends with a coffin.  It began with the glory and ends with a grave.  It began with the vastness of eternity and ends with the shortness of time.  It began w/the living God and ends with a dead man.   It began with a blaze of brightness in heaven and ends with a box of bones in Egypt.

   That is the Holy Spirit's final comment in the book on the nature and tragedy of human sin.  That is the final exposure of the devil's lie, "Thou shalt not surel die."  "So Joseph died." (The most Christ like man in all the Bible.)  "Joseph died...and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt."  Genesis began with life and promise and ends with death and a coffin!

