 DISPENSATIONS
( GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN )
TEXT:   2 Timothy 2:15   Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 



     





  ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

INTRO.:  A.  The Bible opens with God’s creative acts.  It begins with divisions: light from darkness, waters from waters, seasons and years, fish and fowl, animals and man.   (What God hath parted asunder, let not man put together.)




 B.  The biblical command in our text above not only tells us to study God’s Word, it also tells us how to study it.  God says we are to “rightly divide” it.  We need to make distinctions where He does, e.g., Israel and the Church, Jew and Gentile, Law and grace, etc.  God has also divided history or the way in which He deals with man in any given period.  We call these periods Dispensations.  But before defining dispensations and studying the subject, let’s start at the beginning…

I.  THE CREATIVE PERIOD:  “In the beginning…”  Genesis 1:1

NOTE:  Several theories or approaches have been suggested concerning the creative period by those who identify themselves as Christians.  We will present the two most popular concepts.


A.  The Gap Theory:  (An accommodation to evolution)



1.  This view has been popularized among believers by the Scofield Reference Bible.



2.  When evolution became the explanation of the origin of life on the planet, with its millions and billions of 




years, some Christians decided it was an embarrassment to hold to the biblical record which only permits 




thousands of years, if taken literally.




a.  They felt that it was necessary to accommodate evolution into our thinking.




b.  They could not explain the arguments of the evolutionists regarding the geologic column (which 







presupposes
eons of time) or the fossils of extinct species of animal life (especially dinosaurs), nor the 





discovery of half-man,
half-ape creatures (suggesting human evolutionary history).



c.  Thus they “reinterpreted” the first several verses in the Genesis creation account.                                                                   
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B.  Recent Creation: (A biblical view of Creation)


1.  This model of Creation considers Genesis 1 as an outline:

I.  Gen. 1:1 = Topic or introductory sentence

    A.  Gen. 1;2 = “was” not “became”


    1.  Gen. 1:3ff = details of Creation




a.  Day one




b.  Day two




c.  Day three, etc.


2.  This model of Creation teaches that earth and everything in it was created with “an appearance of age.”

ILLUS.:   Everything was created in an “adult” state.  For example, trees would have had rings in them, even though they were 
just created;  Adam was created as an adult, not a baby who grew through the stages of human development: infant, child, 
teen, adult, 
etc.

II.  THE HISTORICAL PERIOD:


A.  Dispensations do not deal with pre-historic times (before creation), since there is no biblical record that these 



evolutionary ages ever existed.


B.  Dispensations do not deal with Creation per se.


C.  Dispensations do deal with God’s plan for man, after Creation.



1.  Definition:  A period when God tests man in respect to obedience to some specific revelation of His will.



2.  A Dispensation features:




a.  A test



b.  A failure



c.  A judgment


3.  The Dispensations and the main person associated with them are:




Innocence…………………(Adam)




Conscience………………..(Cain)

               Human Government…….(Noah)

               Promise…………………….(Abraham)

               Law………………………….(Moses)

               Church (Grace)…………..(Christ as Savior)

               Millennium………………...(Christ as King of Kings)



4.  The Dispensational approach to the Scriptures demands:




a.  Scripture must be accepted as God’s Word



b.  Scripture must be interpreted literally



c.  Scripture must not be spiritualized  (more later)


5.  A Dispensation is an economy or stewardship:  cf. Luke 16:1,2




a.  There must be two parties involved.  V.1  (rich man and steward)




b.  There must be a specific responsibility.  V.1  (stewardship of the master’s goods)




c.  There must be accountability for the responsibility.  V.2a  (“…he called him”)




d.  A change may be made if unfaithfulness or failure occurs.  V.2b  (“Thou mayest no longer be steward”)



6.  A new Dispensation begins when the former Dispensation (test) fails and the necessary judgment 






follows.



7.  Everyone who believes the Bible is a Dispensationalist to some extent.
QUOTE:  Chafer:  “Any person who trusts the blood of Christ rather than bringing an animal sacrifice” is a Dispensationalist.  
“Any one who disclaims any right or title to the Land (Caanan or “Palestina”) which God covenanted to Israel for an everlasting 
inheritance” is a Dispensationalist.  Anyone “who observes the first day of the week rather than the seventh day is a 


Dispensationalist.



a.  All recognize at least two:  Old and New Testaments.




b.  Nearly all recognize a difference between the period of Innocence in Eden and the period after the Fall.




c.  The Cross divides the remaining time into two more segments.




d.  The Second Coming of Christ marks another division (Millennium).






Before Fall          After Fall           Law           Church           Kingdom

                         Innocence           Conscience        Law           Grace            Millennium

                         Noah to Abraham?   -  Human Government






Abraham to Moses? -  Promise

ILLUS.:  A new period begins when God introduces a change in principles valid up to that time, and gives a new revelation.

             1.  A continuation of certain principles from the last period  (e.g. capital punishment after Noah)



   2.  An introduction of new principles  (e.g., legal restrictions under the Law changed after Calvary – no more animal

                  sacrifices)

D.  Dispensations Identified:



1.  DISPENSATION #1: INNOCENCE -  (from Creation to the Fall)  Time Period Unknown

NOTE:  Innocence is not righteousness and cannot be so until it is tested.   For Adam innocence may be defined as creature 
perfection, or moral neutrality.  With a conscience he was capable of loving and serving God, and choosing good or evil.  Of 
course evil did not show up until Satan showed up as the serpent in Eden.   (Another name for this Period is Probation)



a.  Characteristics of the Period:





1)  Man is in a perfect environment




2)  Man is given simple commands:





a)  Name the animals





b)  Maintain dominion over the animals






c)  Maintain the garden



b.  Character associated with the Period:  Adam



c.  Context or Scripture involved:  Genesis 1:26-3:24




d.  Condition of man during the Period:






1)  Had an innocent nature                  4.  Had a work assignment and a wife





2)  Had mighty mental faculties            5.  Had a restriction placed upon him





3)  Had daily fellowship with God          6.  Had a warning against disobedience

QUOTE:  Someone said:  “True obedience is to obey without necessarily knowing why.”



e.  Check or special test for man:





1)  God’s command concerning the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil





2)  His test was to see if he would obey or disobey a clear command




f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!  Gen. 3





1)  Man is no longer under probation, but is under condemnation




3)  The fall brought about the moral, spiritual and physical ruin of the race and the Creation

NOTE:  Five characteristics common to every Dispensation:




1.  Each has a well-defined beginning and ending



  

2.  There is always a new revelation of God’s character





3.  Man fails each new test





4.  There are new conditions and covenants





5.  God’s judgment on man as a complete failure




g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:





1)  Man’s nature changed  (spiritual and physical death – God’s image in man is marred)





2)  Man is expelled from the Garden of Eden





3)  Man must now wear clothing – the “trappings of guilt”  (God provided coats of skin, implying an animal 








sacrifice and picturing and promising a Redeemer - Gen. 3:15)


2.  DISPENSATION #2:  CONSCIENCE – (from the Fall to the Flood)  c. 1800 years
NOTE:  The word “conscience” means “to know” or “with knowledge.”   Conscience (knowledge of wrong doing) may produce 
fear, guilt, or remorse, but it has no power to produce righteousness or force right choices.  Conscience is spiritual, not 
supernatural.  It may accuse or excuse.  (Another name for this Period is Moral Responsibility or Self-Determination)
Genesis 3:22   And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, 
lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever

Romans 2:14-15   For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:   Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)




a.  Characteristics of the Period:





1)  Great wickedness and immorality





2)  The first murder and rebellion against God’s authority  (Abel, Enoch, and Noah are specific exceptions noted 






during this period of wickedness and rebellion)



b.  Character associated with the Period:  Cain

NOTE:  Cain’s conscience is seared so he tries to excuse his sin. 

1 Timothy 4:2   Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron

Acts 24:16  And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward 
men.

Romans 9:1   I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost

1 Timothy 3:9   Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.




c.  Context and Scripture involved:  Genesis 3:18-8:19




d.  Condition of man during this Period:





1)  He knows the difference between good and evil





2)  He has lost his innocence




3)  His mental faculties have been perverted (devolution!)

Genesis 6:5   And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.





4)  Civilization begins:  Man’s skills were sharp, man’s souls were dull.  They became builders, ranchers, 








craftsmen;
 revealed technological progress, but also spiritual wickedness



e.  Check or special test for man:





1)  No special instructions from God;  man is left to his conscience





2)  Question:  will man’s conscience guide him into righteousness?



f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!
NOTE:  It was during this time that Noah preached for 120 years, an illustration of God’s grace and mercy being offered to man.




g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:





a.  The flood of Noah’s day – universal in scope  (see attached material on the flood – next page)





b.  Judgment doesn’t change the heart – only God’s grace can do that


3.  DISPENSATION #3: HUMAN GOVERNMENT - (from the Flood to the Tower of Babel) - c. 400yrs



a.  Characteristics of the Period:




1)  Begins with a sacrifice, with specific instructions from God

Genesis 8:20-22    And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.   And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from 
his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.   While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.




2)  Begins with Noah’s drunkenness & his son’s sin after the sacrifice
Genesis 9:20-23   And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:   And he drank of the wine, 
and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.   And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
his father, and told his two brethren without.    And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their 

shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and 
they saw not their father's nakedness.




3)  Man is given specific instructions on self-government

Genesis 9:1-7   And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth.   And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of 
the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.   
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.   But flesh 
with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.   And surely your blood of your lives will I 
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother 
will I require the life of man.   Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of 
God made he man   And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.





a)  Man is now instructed to “replenish the earth”





b)  Man has dominion over all creation and the creatures now fear him





c)  Man can now eat meat




d)  Man can now exact capital punishment (contrast this with the Dispensation of Conscience where man (Cain) 






could murder without his own life being forfeited.  He must now govern himself and others.


b.  Character associated with the Period:  Noah



c.  Context or Scripture involved:  Genesis 8:20-11:9



d.  Condition of man during the Period:



1)  Man is to impose law, order and government



2)  Capital punishment becomes the highest function of Government

QUOTE:  Ryrie:  “Unless Government has the right to the highest form of punishment its basic authority is questionable and it is 
insufficient to protect properly those whom it governs.”


e.  Check or special test for man:




1)  Whether man by organization, legislation and law enforcement can make himself acceptable to God




2)  Since governmental power and authority is derived from God, any failure to properly exercise law is direct rebellion 





against God



f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!



1)  Man formulates the concept of human brotherhood at Babel




2)  Fellowship with man replaces fellowship with God




3)  Man disobeys God’s specific command to “replenish the earth”




4)  Noah and the nations (ch. 10) prove themselves unfit for human Government



g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:




1)  God confuses the tongues (language) of mankind, thus scattering them so that they must obey Him




2)  This is obviously the origin of the nations of the world and their geographic distribution


4.  DISPENSATION #4:  PROMISE – (from the Tower of Babel to Mount Sinai) – c. 800 yrs
Hebrews 6:15   And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

Hebrews 11:9   By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:



a.  Characteristics of the Period:




1)  God singles out another man to head up a nation  (Adam, Noah, Abraham)



2)  God favors one man above others; but to be a blessing to others, especially Israel

Genesis 12:1-3   Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:   And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:   And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.



b. Character associated with this Period:  Abraham


c.  Context and Scripture involved:  Genesis 11:27-Exodus 19:4



d.  Condition of man during this Period:




1)  Abraham’s promise was unilateral, &  unconditional – under pure grace – “I WILL bless thee…”  



2)  Abraham’s promise was under God’s immutable covenant of absolute blessing




3)  The sign or seal of Abraham’s Covenant was circumcision


e.  Check or special test for man:




1)  It was the responsibility of Abraham and his descendents to remain in the land obediently.  

Genesis 26:1-6   And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.   And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not 
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of:   Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will 
bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I 
sware unto Abraham thy father    And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto 
thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;   Because that Abraham 
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws   And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:




2)  The test is whether great national, social, and spiritual promises and prospects would make Abraham and his 






descendents believe and serve God.



f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!



1)  Abraham failed in the birth of Ishmael



2)  Abraham failed in his descent into Egypt:  Gen. 12:10

               3)  Abraham failed in his descent into Gerar:  Gen. 20:1




4)  Isaac failed when he lied about Rebekah:  Gen. 26:6,7



g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:




1)  Israel in bondage in Egypt for 450 years  

Exodus 1:14   And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of 
service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.




2)  Their slavery in Egypt threatened the very existence of the nation.




3)  God nonetheless worked out His purpose in their bondage   Rom. 8:28


5.  DISPENSATION #5:  LAW – (from Mt. Sinai to Mt. Calvary) – c. 1500 yrs

Romans 3:20   Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin.

Galatians 3:10   For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 

one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.



a.  Characteristics of the Period:




1)  A sinful nation in bondage cries out for God’s Law to govern them




2)  God is dealing specifically with only one nation – Israel



3)  Man is now required to obey a perfect Law



b.  Character associated with the Period:  Moses


c.  Context and Scripture involved:  Exodus 19:5 – John 21:


d.  Condition of man during this Period:




1)  The Law was not given for man’s salvation, but to expose His sinfulness till the Promised Seed came  Gal. 3:19



2)  The Law was given that God’s grace may abound    Rom. 5;20




3)  What the Law couldn’t do (it cannot justify or give life or impart the Holy Spirit) – Christ did  

Romans 10:14   How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

Galatians 3:10   For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

Galatians 3:24   Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith.

Titus 3:5    Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost

Galatians 3:21   Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.

Galatians 3:2   This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith?



e.  Check or special test for man:




1)  Man’s responsibility was perfect fulfillment of the Law

Exodus 24:3-8   And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the 
people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do.   And Moses wrote 
all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel.   And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt 
offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD.   And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in 
basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.   And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the 
audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.   And Moses took 
the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made 
with you concerning all these words.




2)  The test was for man to live obedient and holy with respect to detailed regulations of the Law  (613 special 







commands concerning social, moral, religious [ceremonial]) areas of life)




3)  The Mosaic Covenant (Law) was specifically given to one nation:  Israel


f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!



1)  Man commits every conceivable sin, including idolatry



2)  Man’s crowning sin is that he crucifies the Lord of glory
Acts 2:22-23   Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:    Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain:



g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:



1.  Israel’s captivity and dispersion and finally the Tribulation – “the time of Jacob’s trouble…”




2.  Ten tribes are captured in 721 B.C., two tribes in 606 B.C. – “till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled”


6.  DISPENSATION #6: CHURCH [Special Grace] – (from Pentecost to the Rapture) c. 2000+ yrs



a.  Characteristics of the Period:




1)  Characterized by God’s special grace



2)  Characterized by a people who are themselves God’s Temple or dwelling place




3)  Characterized by a unique spiritual entity – the Church


b.  Character associated with the Period:  Jesus Christ as Savior


c.  Context and Scripture involved:  Acts 2 – 1 Thes. 4:13-18



d.  Condition of man during this Period:




1)  To see if man will recognize himself as a lost sinner and believe in Christ as Savior




2)  To see if man, apart from miracles, visions, etc., will trust God based on the Scriptures alone

Romans 5:12   Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 

all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 10:9-10   That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.   For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

 

e.  Check or special test for man:




1)  Man must denounce his good works and simply accept God’s grace




2)  The Church’s test includes world evangelization
Matthew 28:19-20   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:   Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Acts 1:8   But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 

me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.



f.  Conduct of man under the test:  failure!



1)  Wholesale rejection of the Gospel – salvation by God’s grace




2)  The Church fails – 2/3rds of earth’s population has yet to hear of Christ




3)  This failure even includes a great apostasy (turning away) from true Christianity – denominationalism, etc.



g.  Condemnation or judgment of God:




1)  Hell for the lost who die without Christ




2)  Hell-on-earth (Tribulation Period) comes upon the unbelieving world and the professing church




3)  God graciously removes the true Church before the Tribulation (like Enoch before the Flood)


7.  DISPENSATION #7:  KINGDOM AGE OR MILLENNIUM – (from the Revelation of Christ to the Great White  



Throne – 1000 years



a.  Characteristics of the Period:




1)  Christ on earth ruling as King




2)  Begins with only saved people on the earth – the survivors of the Great Tribulation




3)  Satan is bound for 1000 years




4)  People in natural and supernatural (glorified) bodies will dwell on earth, with obedient church-age saints ruling and 





reigning with Christ




5)  A time of “peace on earth” when Christ reigns with a “rod of iron”



b.  Character associated with the Period:  Jesus Christ as King of Kings


c.  Context and Scripture involved:  Revelation 20:1-15 & 21:9-22:5


d.  Condition of man during this Period:




1)  External righteousness and compliance with the laws of the King

Isaiah 11:3-5   And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:   But with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.   And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins.




2)  The earth will be restored to Edenic conditions

Isaiah 2:2-4   And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.   
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.   And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Zechariah 8:20-23   Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the 
inhabitants of many cities:   And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray 
before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also.   Yea, many people and strong nations shall come 
to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.   Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those 
days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

Isaiah 11:6-10   The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.   And the cow and the bear shall 
feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.   And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.   They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea.   And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.



e.  Check or special test for man:




1)  To see if man without Satanic influence will obey and serve and love the Lord




2)  To see if man will turn to the Lord with His Son visible and sitting on the Throne in Jerusalem



f.  Condemnation or judgment of God:




1)  Satan sent to the lake of fire



2)  Fire from heaven also consumes Satan-following rebels
Revelation 20:7-10   And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,    And shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.    And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them.   And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.




3)  The unsaved dead are raised to stand before the Great White Throne and cast into the lake of fire
Revelation 20:11-15   And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.    And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.   And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works.   And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.   And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.




4)  The present universe is cleansed with fire
2 Peter 3:1-10   This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way 
of remembrance:   That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of 
the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:   Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,   And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.   For this they willingly are 
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the 
water:   Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:   But the heavens and the 
earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.   But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.   The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.   But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.

CONCLUSION:  This is the end of God’s Plan for Man concerning the doctrine of Dispensations.  But following the Millennium the 
eternal state will begin.  The conditions are apparently an extension (maybe even an improvement?) over Millennial conditions.      
Not much is revealed about this eternal home for believers, but rest assured:  “…eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”  1 Cor. 2:9

God has a Plan for Man and it will culminate in His future eternal and heavenly reign for all those who have trusted Him and His 
Word and have been faithful in serving Him and suffering with Him.

Romans 8:16-17   The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:    And if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together.

FINAL WARNING:  Never take the truth belonging to a past Dispensation and try to squeeze it or its promises into the present.  
For example:  the Old Testament priesthood sacrifices are not for the Church Age.   Also never take the truth of a future 
Dispensation and attempt to squeeze it into the present.  For example:  the Jehovah’s Witnesses take the 144,000 witnesses of 
the Kingdom Age and try to put it into the Church Age.
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