Bible Preservation

FIBS, FABLES AND FAIRY TALES
TEXT:  2 Tim. 1:1-4

THESIS:   To show that the new “versions” of the Bible corrupt and diminish the power and authority of God’s Word.
INTRO.:  A.  The Bible has ceased to be the “last word” or final authority for most Christians today.  They want to know what another version says.  Or, if they do not like what they read, they assume it is a bad translation.  They have been taught that “a better translation should be…”  So, instead of the Bible correcting us, we correct God’s Word.  The Bible has ceased to be a solid substance which we can rely upon and has become an ongoing process that is always becoming but never quite arrives.  The NIV translators are at least honest enough to admit, their version will never be completed – it is an ongoing “work in progress!”  (They have produced a gender neutral, politically correct version in England which hasn’t yet been accepted in America – it will be!)  The real authority becomes the “scholar” who tells us what God really meant to say!
               B.  Our text tells us that one of the indicators of the last days is a turning away from the truth (God’s Word).  According to Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, a fable is “a feigned story or tale, intended to instruct or amuse;  a fictitious narration intended to enforce some useful truth or precept.”  In other words the Bible predicts that men will prefer FIBS, FABLES AND FAIRY TALES over God’s authoritative Word and words.  Let’s examine what God & His true Word has to say…

I.   PURITY:
Psalms 12:6-7    The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times   7   Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.  KJB
Ps 12:6-7
6 And the words of the LORD are flawless,  like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.   7   O LORD, you will keep us safe  and protect us from such people forever.   NIV
Titus 1:15   Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.  KJB


A.  A Doubter’s Diet:



1.  Someone is attempting to “turn (our) ears away from the truth, and (turn us) to fables,”  fibs and fairy tales.


2.  No wonder we have emaciated, malnourished, anemic believers today, they are on a forced diet of non-nourishing food.

ILLUS.:  I don’t like warmed over leftovers!  I like the real fresh food.  I love prime rib, but I don’t want it kept in the refrigerator overnight and served after it has been microwaved with all of the juices gone, and the flavor diminished.

               The new “Bibles” are leftovers after the “scholars” have tampered with the words!  They have removed thousands of words from the Word; have tampered with precious doctrines or removed them.
Matthew 4:4    But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  KJB


3.  Note that the word “proceedeth” is present tense, not “proceeded” (past tense); revealing that it is alive – it is adding to us, we 


are not adding to it!



4.  If God has preserved His Word and words, where can we find them today?

NOTE:  Every new version compares itself to the King James Bible.  Why are they all in cahoots against this one Book?  Are they convinced that they must try to dethrone the King before they can place their version on the throne?!



5.  Someone is tickling ears instead of slashing with a sword!   Heb. 4:12

II.  PROMISE:

A.  Promise Keeper vs. Promise Robbers:



1.  The Lord has promised that He will preserve His Word and words to every generation.



2.  The version producers are trying to rob His Word and His people from that promise.

ILLUS.:  At Tennessee Temple University and the Southwide Baptist Fellowship Meeting Lester Roloff followed Dr. Bob Gray of Florida after he delivered a scathing message on God’s promises to preserve and protect His Word.  Roloff got up and quoted 1 Pet. 1:23 which says “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.”  He said he had been mothered or birthed by this Book (KJB) as he waved it in the air and cried out “and nobody better mess with my mama!”  He caused an uproar with the professors at TTU.  That once great school is now hosting Southern Baptists, & neo-evangelicals using other versions and hosting “Christian Rock Concerts” and can no longer be categorized as a Fundamental University.  This all happened within less than one generation!  The ear ticklers are among us!
1 Peter 1:23   For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  NIV  NASV

               There is a huge difference between incorruptible and imperishable!  Something can be perishable, and corrupted!  Suppose you have some perishable fruit at home.  Soon it is also corrupted by fruit flies and worms!   I can’t have a Bible that is corruptible or perishable!

III.   PRESERVATION:  


A.  Word Stealers:

Jeremiah 23:30   Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour.   KJB
Jer 23:30   "Therefore," declares the LORD, "I am against the prophets who steal from one another words supposedly from me.    NIV


1.  The new versions not only steal words (the NKJV has over 100,000 word omissions, deletions or changes from the KJB), but 



steal doctrines and even Christ’s Deity!

Matthew 5:22    But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  KJB
Matt 5:22   But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.    NIV
NOTE:   This verse in the NIV makes Jesus a sinner!  It says “anyone who is angry” and Jesus got angry!  But He was angry with a cause!  In fact in Eph. 4:26 we too are told “Be ye angry, and sin not…”


2.  But wait – it gets worse;  the NIV makes Satan as the “morning star” – a term reserved for our Savior!
Isaiah 14:12   How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!   KJB
Is. 14:12   How you have fallen from heaven,  O morning star, son of the dawn!   NIV
NOTE:   Instead of revealing Satan to be the archenemy of God and man, the finger is pointed in the Savior’s direction as though He is the imposter.  Revelation identifies Christ as the Morning Star!!!!

Revelation 22:16   I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.   KJB
IV.  PRONOUNCEMENT:
Revelation 22:18-19   For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.   KJB

A.  God’s Final Words:  Don’t Mess With My Book!


1.  If the newest version is supposed to be better than the last one;  after literally 



     hundreds of translations, paraphrases and perversions you would think they would 


     finally get it right – but stay tuned, there will be another new one next week, month 

     or year!



2.  Has God spoken once and for all or not?!  How dare we “edit” Him or “correct” Him?



3.  The King James Bible translators were godly men who were also linguists and real

                scholars;  they knew what they were doing, were providentially protected and 




divinely directed and we don’t need to improve on their work!

ILLUS.:  Case in point:  those pesky little pronouns.  God has provided a simple tool for determining the singular or plural nature of a particular pronoun.  It the pronoun begins with “t” (thou, thy, thine), it is singular.  If it begins with “y” (ye,you), it is plural.  “T” is singular.  “Y” is plural.  When the new versions change the these, thous, yes and yous, they are messing with His book!   “The King James Bible makes these distinctions because the N.T. Greek does so, and because that is the only way to translate the Bible correctly!”  - Allis   Clarity and understanding are sacrificed when these simple changes are made.  What about the even more serious changes made when men mess with God’s book?!

CONCL.:  Someone has been messing with your Bible!  You need to know the reasons why we are KJB only!  We are not just rabble rousers.  The ones who have changed the God preserved Book are the dividers, rabble rousers, trouble makers, etc. – NOT US!  They are the ones who are giving us FIBS, FABLES AND FAIRY TALES!  God has wonderfully used and blessed and preserved His Word and words for us in the King James Bible for the last 380+ years and will continue to do so.  Don’t abandon His Book!
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