BEHIND THE SCENES
(A BRIEF LOOK AT DEMONISM)

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.    Eph. 6:11-13

INTRODUCTION:   I guess the first question to be addressed is why would Bible believers need special spiritual armor?  If you examine the above Scripture quotation the answer is clear.  We need protection from “spiritual wickedness in high places.”   There is an unseen world of beings whose goal is to neutralize the effectiveness of our testimony, to destroy our witness and to eliminate our influence in the world.  “Behind the scenes” of the visible world there exists a hierarchy of devils, commonly called “demons” who hate our Savior and those who are identified with Him.

In our day of extreme materialism and scientific enlightenment there is a radical skepticism regarding the supernatural.  Since the supernatural cannot be studied under controlled scientific conditions but can only be examined traditionally, historically and through revelation (God’s Word), the materialist, the scientist and those who discount the Bible will scoff.  Traditions and historic encounters with demons as recorded in various places, interesting though they may be, will not provide the basis for this study.  We may use these for illustrative purposes, but will adhere tenaciously to the Word of God for final statements concerning demonism.  For the Word of God alone can be trusted for objectivity, inerrancy and infallibility.
DEMONS AND DOUBTINGS:

     Since satanic and demonic powers are “powers of darkness” they operate most efficiently when men doubt or disbelieve their existence.  Thus it is reasonable and logical to assume that creatures with supernatural powers would attempt to convince men that they do not exist.

2 Corinthians 4:4   In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
     Thus it is reasonable and logical also to see why otherwise intelligent and superior mentalities cannot grasp the simple biblical teachings about demonism.  How else can we explain men of science clinging to unsupportable theories such as evolution, when their evidences are so weak or totally lacking?  How else can we explain men of science and with high IQ’s who are unwilling to examine the mass of evidence regarding the supernatural or explaining these things by other names, e.g., ESP, Psychic Phenomena, etc.?    And how else can we explain intelligent individuals checking their horoscopes, astrological tables and people claiming clairvoyant powers to determine their destinies or read into the future – including some former U.S. Presidents and other high government officials?

     It is also interesting that these same otherwise brilliant people who have mastered many areas of human phenomena and have achieved greatness and success in various secular pursuits become addicted to drugs and other destructive forces, applaud the raucous, degrading forms of devilish music, like rock and roll, gangsta rap, etc.

     The answer should be obvious to believers viz., that since satanic and demonic powers are “powers of darkness” they resent light and fight against exposure and truth.

DEMONS: A DEFINITION:

     The Old Testament definition is usually manifested in the term “evil spirit” and connotes a sinister being.  The New Testament definition is that of “devils” (King James Bible) and has an invariable evil connotation and means “messenger and minister of the Devil.”

DEVILS
Demons, "knowing ones," from a root daemi, to know, are spirits who tremble before, but love not, God (James 2:19), incite men to rebellion against Him (Rev 16:14). "Evil spirits" (Acts 19:13,15) recognize Christ the Son of God (Matt 8:29; Luke 4:41) as absolute Lord over them, and their future Judge; and even flee before exorcism in His name (Mark 9:38). As "unclean" they can tempt man with unclean thoughts. They and their master Satan are at times allowed by God to afflict with bodily disease (Luke 13:16): "Satan hath bound this woman these eighteen years" with "a spirit of infirmity," so that she was "bowed together." Scripture teaches that in idolatry the demons are the real workers behind the idol, which is a mere "nothing." Compare 1 Cor 10:19-21; 1 Tim 4:1; Rev 9:20. Compare Deut 32:17, Hebrew sheediym, "lords" (1 Cor 8:5); Acts 16:16, "a spirit of divination" (Greek of Python, an idol); Acts 17:18, "a setter forth of strange gods" (Greek: demons); 2 Chron 11:15; Ps 106:37; Lev 17:7. Idolatry is part of the prince of this world's engines for holding dominion. Our word "panic," from the idol Pan, represented as Satan is, with horns and cloven hoofs, shows the close connection there is between the idolater's slavish terror and Satan his master. The mixture of some elements of primitive truth in paganism accords with Satan's practice of foiling the kingdom of light by transforming himself at times into an "angel of light." Error would not succeed if there were not some elements of truth mixed with it to recommend it. Corrupting the truth more effectually mars it than opposing it.

Possession with or by a demon or demons is distinctly asserted by Luke (Luke 6:17-18), who as a "physician" was able to distinguish between the phenomena of disease and those of demoniac possession. The Spirit of God in the evangelists would never have sanctioned such distinction, or left people under a superstitious error, not merely connived at but endorsed, if the belief were really false. There is nothing wrong in our using the word "lunacy" for madness; but if we described its cure as the moon's ceasing to afflict, or if the doctor addressed the moon commanding it to leave the patient alone, it would be a lie (Trench, Miracles, 153). In Matt 4:24, "those possessed with demons" are distinguished from "those lunatic" (probably the epileptic, but even this caused by a demon: Mark 9:14, etc.). Demons spoke with superhuman knowledge (Acts 16:16); recognized Jesus, not merely as son of David (which they would have done had their voice been merely that of the existing Jewish superstition), but as "Son of God" (Matt 8:29). Our Lord speaks of the disciples' casting out of demons as an installment or earnest of the final "fall" of Satan before the kingdom of Christ (Luke 10:18). People might imagine the existence of demons; but swine could only be acted on by an external real personal agent; the entrance of the demons into the swine of Gadara, and their consequent drowning, prove demons to be objective realities. Seeing that physical disease itself is connected with the introduction of evil into the world, the tracing of insanity to physical disorganization only partially explains the phenomena; mental disease often betrays symptoms of a hostile spiritual power at work.

(from Fausset's Bible Dictionary, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1998, 2003 by Biblesoft)
     As spiritual beings, demons are intelligent, vicious, unclean, malevolent and have power to afflict man with physical hurt, and moral, mental and spiritual contamination.  (Unger, Merril – Biblical Demonology)
     These beings are on a mission to destroy men, enslave men and to thwart the work of God in the world.  Truly we “wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, powers…” etc.

DEMONS AND THEIR DERIVATION:

     Historically, Homer called them “gods” but Homer’s “gods” were merely supernatural men.  Plato said “All the intercourse and conversation between gods and men is carried on by the mediation of demons.” (These “demons” were nothing but the canonized heroes of the Greek Golden Age.)   In the non-canonical book of Enoch they are said to be fallen angels.  The historian Josephus claims they are the spirits of the wicked dead.  The Rabbinical writings speak of demons as the offspring of Adam and Eve.
     NOTE:  It is this author’s opinion  that demons or devils cannot be equated with fallen angels.

                 The fallen angels we know about are reserved by God “in everlasting chains under darkness

                 unto the judgment of the great day.”  Jude 6  “For if God spared not the angels that sinned,

                 but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness to be reserved unto

                 Judgment…”  2 Pet. 2:4   Thus it appears that fallen angels and devils (or demons) are not
                 one and the same, since demons are permitted to do Satan’s bidding on earth, whereas fallen 
     angels are imprisoned.  Besides, as someone noted:  “they are spelled differently!”  

                 (in English, Greek and Hebrew).
                The question always arises concerning the origin of demons:  did God create them?  Of 

                 course He did.  He is the Creator of all things.  Did He create evil beings?  It is impossible 

                 to answer the question definitively as to when these beings were created or what their


     original state was since the Scriptures are silent as to the their creation as well as of the 

     angels themselves, or seraphim, cherubim, arch-angels, etc.


      Isaiah 45:7  I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil:
                    I the LORD do all these things.


      Exodus 4:11  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or 
                    who maketh the  dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?

     Biblically the origin of demon spirits is not revealed.  They are described as disembodied spirits which apparently search for bodily inhabitation so they can complete their evil works.  Satan seems to have an ethereal body unlike the restless demons who desire to inhabit another’s body – man or animal.  Angels also seem to have man-like bodies whenever they appear in Scripture.  This may suggest a difference between angels and demons.  Some have believed that they are the spirits of a pre-Adamite race, or that they are associated with the cohabitation of fallen angels and humans.  (Gen. 6)
Matthew 12:43-44  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.   Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.

Mark 5:10-13   And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.   Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.   And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.   And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

     The Bible concludes that they are many in number.  A Roman Legion was said to be 6000 men.  When Jesus cast out a “legion” of demons from one man, they entered a herd of swine.  (This concept gave rise to the idea that demons were as small as flies (“The Lord of the Flies”).
     The Bible characterizes demons as degenerate in character, vicious and malicious.  They are also seen as debased in conduct – vile and malignant.  

Matthew 8:28   And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.

Luke 9:39   And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.

     Though it may be true that the Bible portrays demons as evil, malevolent beings, there is a contrast between the Scriptures and non-biblical portrayals of these creatures.  The Bible, as usual, is very restrained, sensible and factual as opposed to the wild, fanciful and highly imaginative pictures painted by secular authors of these beings.

DEMONS AND DIABLOS (SATAN):

     Although demons are not pictured as Satan’s offspring in the Bible, they are portrayed as being his servants, and as doing his bidding and his degrading work.  This is why Satan seems to many to be omnipresent;  his servants are everywhere doing his work.
Matthew 12:24-27   But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.   And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:   And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?   And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.
Luke 9:39   And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.

     Satan is pictured as a king ruling over demons and their activity.  He is also pictured as some sort of arch-angel over these creatures.

Revelation 9:1-11   And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.   And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.   And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.   And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.   And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.    And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.   And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.   And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.   And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.   And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.   And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.

DEMONS: THE DYNAMIC OF IDOLATRY:
     Demons are seen in Scripture as being “Behind the Scenes” and expressing themselves in all forms of idolatry.   The Jews regarded idolatrous images as visible representations of invisible demons.

Psalms 106:36-38   And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.   Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils…

38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.

1 Corinthians 10:20-21   But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.   Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
     The Hebrew Scriptures speak of demons in connection with sacrifices, and also connected demons and witchcraft or wizardry.   Divination is defined by Unger as “the act of obtaining secret or illegitimate knowledge of the future, by methods unsanctioned by and at variance with the holiness of God.”   Divination is not to be confused with prophecy.  Both have the revelation of secret knowledge in view, but in the case of prophecy, this revelation proceeds from God, whereas in divination the information proceeds from spirits or devils.   
Leviticus 17:7   And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations.

Psalms 96:4-5   For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above  gods.   For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.
Deuteronomy 18:10-22   There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,   Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.    For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.   Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.   For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.   The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;   According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not.   And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken.    I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.   And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.    But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.   And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken?   When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

     Astrology may be another form of demonism.  People attribute personality to heavenly bodies and assert that the stars and planets determine man’s destiny.

     The book of Acts in the New Testament seems to connect the worship of Molech in the O.T. with the stars.  Astrology is condemned in the Bible.  Astrologers are “dividers of the heavens” i.e., they section the starry heavens by making charts and the “signs of the Zodiac.”  Many astrological tablets have been found in the relics of past idol worshipping civilizations.

Acts 7:41-43   And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.   Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness?   Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon.

     Sorcery or “black magic” practitioners are called “magicians,”  “soothsayers,” and “wise men” in the Bible.  Demonic contact is related to these practices which are included under the broad headings of “witchcraft” or “divination.”
Acts 16:16-18   And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:   The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.    And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

     Necromancy is another form of demonism.  Necromancy is the attempt to obtain information from the deceased.   This practice is on the rise today with TV “psychics” promoting the concept.  This involves a “contact” or “medium” or a “familiar” referred to in the Bible as those with a “familiar spirit” (literally a divining demon) or “wizard.   The most outstanding and somewhat confusing example of necromancy in the Bible is when King Saul sought out a “medium” to recall Samuel from the dead.

1 Samuel 28:5-25   And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled.   And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams nor by Urim, nor by prophets.   Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor.   And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.   And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die?   And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing.   Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel.   And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.    And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth.   And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.   And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.   Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?   And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David:   Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day.   Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.   Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night.   And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words which thou spakest unto me.   Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way.   But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his servants, together with the woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their voice. So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.   And the woman had a fat calf in the house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof:    And she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they did eat. Then they rose up, and went away that night.

QUOTE:  Biblical Demonology, Merrill Unger   Saul asked that Samuel be brought up, because he knew there was none like the venerable prophet and judge who knew so well God’s mind and future events.  The woman doubtless began to make here customary preparations, expecting, as usual, to lapse into a trance-like state, and be used by her “control” or “divining demon” who would then proceed to impersonate the individual called for.  The startling thing, however, was that the usual occult procedure was abruptly cut short by the sudden and totally unexpected appearance of the spirit of Samuel.  The medium was consequently transfixed with terror, and screamed out with shock and fright, when she perceived that God had stepped in and by His power and special permission, Samuel’s actual spirit was presented to pronounce final doom upon Saul.  The sight of Samuel was the proof of divine intervention, and was indubitable evidence that the man in disguise was Saul.  The medium’s terrified conduct, and her complete loss of poise at the appearance of a real spirit of a deceased person, constitutes a complete and irrefutable scriptural disclosure of the fraudulency of all spiritualistic mediumship.  The woman, to be sure, had the power to communicate with wicked spirits, as do modern mediums of spiritism and psychical research.  Those deceiving demons represent themselves to their mediums, and through them to their clients, as the spirits of the departed dead, but actually their messages do not emanate from the deceased at all, but from themselves as lying spirits, who cleverly impersonate the dead.
DEMONIC DESCRIPTIONS:

     Demons (“devils”) are spiritual creatures.  Paul portrays the believer’s warfare as being “not against flesh and blood.”  The word “spirit” means immaterial, incorporeal, but it does not mean imaginary or unreal.  Demons are invisible but have some definite form.  They are referred to as “unclean spirits.”

Luke 9:38-42   And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child.   And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.   And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not.   And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither.   And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father.
     Demons are also spoken of as intelligent creatures.  In fact their knowledge is keen and supernatural.  They prevent and corrupt sound doctrine.  They withhold knowledge of Christ’s incarnation and atonement, and they are able to discern between those sealed by God and those who are not.

1 Timothy 4:1-3    Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;   Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;   Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

1 John 4:1-3   Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.    Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God;   And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Revelation 9:4   And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.

     Demonic knowledge is unholy and unsaving.  They “believe and tremble” but never repent.  They acknowledge the Sonship of Christ but never seek forgiveness.   They entreat favors of Christ but are confirmed in their wickedness.  They even obey Christ’s commands but their submission is unwilling.  Finally, they worship Christ but not in adoration or joy;  it is rather the mere bending of a lower to a higher power in hate.

James 2:19   Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

Mark 5:7   And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

Luke 8:31   And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

Matthew 8:16    When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick…

Mark 3:11    And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.

     Demons are very lively, busy and numerous creatures.  If Satan is pictured as “going to and fro in the earth and walking up and down in it”  (Job 1:7), and as “a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8), it is not surprising that his host of willing satellites demonstrate something of the same enthusiasm and unflagging energy in promoting his agenda and spreading their twisted morality.

Ephesians 6:11-13   Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.    For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.   Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Mark 5:9   And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.

     Demons strongly oppose God and attempt to thwart His will.  This is one of Satan’s prime objectives.  The name “Satan” means “adversary.”   The name “Devil” means “slanderer.”   Since the demons own Satan as their King, they follow this opposition to God and His will.

Matthew 12:26    And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?

     Demons also oppose God’s Son and salvation.  From the murder of Abel to the slaughter of the innocents in Egypt and later in Jerusalem, he tried to stop the Promised Seed.  From the personal appearance of Satan to tempt Christ, to his opposition and possible murder attempt in Gethsemane, he tried to stop Christ from going to the cross.  From the resistance of the Jewish leaders to the stepped up activity of the demons during Christ’s earthly ministry, Satan did his best to discredit and destroy the Savior.   From Pharaoh to Pilate it was Satan and his minions “Behind the Scenes” manipulating men and moving machinery to stop our Savior.  The activity of demons is inseparably bound up with their prime leader, Satan.
     Demons oppress men and seek to hinder man’s welfare.  There are several levels of demonic activity identified in the Scriptures:
     1.  Demonic impression.   Romans 7:23;  Phil. 4:6,7

     2.  Demonic deception.  Acts 16:16;  2 Cor. 4:4

     3.  Demonic depression.   Matthew 15:22

     4.  Demonic temptation.   Eph. 2:2;  6:11,12

     5.  Demonic obsession.     Eph. 4:17-19

     6.  Demonic oppression.   Acts 10:38

     7.  Demonic possession.  Mark 1:23-27; 32-39; 3:11-12; 7:25-30; 9:17-38;  16:9-17

     8.  Demonic destruction.  Mark 5:4,5

     Some physical and mental disorders are from natural and physical causes, whereas others are spiritual in nature and supernatural or demonic in their origins.  It seems from the Scriptures that demons are able to work on the body, the nervous system, the mind and the will.  There also seems to be stages of demonic control even as there are stages of Christian growth; from mere suggestion (“fiery darts”?) to complete possession and slavery.    There is no doubt that our institutions:  prisons, hospitals, mental wards, etc. are filled with people who have physical damage to their bodies and brains, but others are in these places because of demonic influence and control.  It is difficult to draw the line as to the degree of influence and harassment of demons and the devil towards believers.  Perhaps the line may be drawn at possession. (?)

DEMONIC DELIVERANCE:

     The Christian must obey the Scriptures command to put on God’s armor (truth, righteous living, God’s Word, faith and prayer.  (Eph. 6:13-18).  We are to submit to God and resist the devil (James 4:7), try the spirits (1 Jn. 4:1-3), make no provision for the fleshly lusts (Romans 13:14).  For example, if your sin is an unclean mind, stay away from movie and TV programs or ads, suggestive magazines, newsstands, many TV programs, and any and every place you are likely to be tested.
     Besides this we are to yield our bodies to Christ (Rom. 6:13-19);  12:1,2), yield our minds to Christ (Rom. 8:5,6), and be filled with (controlled by) the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).   These seven principles will protect any believer from Satanic control or demonic influence, if put into practice.

     For the unsaved to avoid demonic control or possession he is to live clean and moral (Is.55:7), turn from sin to God (Ps. 107:2;  1 Jn. 3:8,9), and then if he or she becomes demon possessed they need to seek a believer’s help for deliverance through salvation.

DEMONIC DESTINY:

     Demonic activity will increase towards the end of this Church Age.  (1 Tim. 4:1-3)  We can see the apostasy (turning away from the faith) in the major Christian denominations as well as among “evangelicals” and even so-called “fundamentalists” now and it is obvious to the Spirit-filled and discerning disciple of Christ that their leaders are satanically inspired and controlled.  2 Cor. 11;13-15;  1 Jn. 2:18).  We are not told to look for a sweeping revival in the days before Christ’s return for His Church, but rather more and more manifestations of evil everywhere.  (2 Tim. 3:1-8).  After the rapture of the Church demonic activity will become even more obvious and rampant and as the Tribulation Period proceeds towards Armageddon, the world will be plunged into a demonic holocaust of immense proportions.  (Rev. 16:13,14;  9:1-11)  Finally demonic and satanic activity will be stopped by the Lord Himself.  
Colossians 2:15    And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

Philippians 2:9-11   Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:   That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;   And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Revelation 2:9-11   I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.   Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.   He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Revelation 20:10   And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

Matthew 13:49   So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just…

     One of the best defenses is a strong offense.  To do battle with the enemy, one must be aware of and know as much as possible about his enemy.  This is the purpose of this study.  Perhaps Christians in general may be characterized by this statement from the book War On The Saints, by Mrs. Penn-Lewis and Evan Roberts:  “The existence of evil spirits is recognized by the heathen, but it is generally looked upon by the missionary (and average Christian) as ‘superstition’ and ignorance;  whereas, the ignorance is often on the part of the missionary, who is blinded by the prince of the power of the air to the revelation given in the Scriptures concerning the Satanic powers.”  To be forwarned is to be forearmed.  “Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles (methodia) of the devil.”
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An Addendum follows this page…
DEMON POSSESSION
(An addendum to “Behind the Scenes”)

INTRODUCTION:  Demon possession or inhabitation of a human body was a common factor in many lives as portrayed in the four Gospels during the life and ministry of our Savior.  This inhabitation also is recorded in the book of Acts and the epistles of the New Testament.  Therefore it is more than likely that it continues in our day since we also live in what we call the Church Age.   In fact it seems that inhabitation may be even more prevalent today since the opportunities are more readily available to these malevolent beings, e.g., drug use is more widespread, rock and rap music in all their forms bombard us, sexual promiscuity and homosexuality are rampant, and there is a marked increase of Satanism and the occult throughout our society. 

Dr. Merrill Unger, who wrote the classic volume on Demonism, wrote that actual possession seems to lie in the final assault upon the fallen human nature wherein “the victim seems to undergo a complete or incomplete deprivation of reason or the power of choice, with his personality so eclipsed or overwhelmed as to produce the consciousness of a twofold will in him.”
HOW DOES DEMON POSSESSION OCCUR?

     Possession or demonic inhabitation occurs when the victim opens himself to attack through repeated consent to temptation in grievous sin.  Sins of sensuality such as alcoholism, drug addiction, pornography, degrading music, et. al. opens the door to inhabitation.   What occurs over a period of time, is the breakdown of the individual’s will by degrees.  The binding power of sensual habits and frequent indulgence bear striking similarity to demon infestation.

     Because of the severe and obvious depth of the condition of the victim he may be more amenable to “cure” than addiction to sins involving deliberate choice and willful hardening of the heart.   Some of the actions of the possessed seem to indicate that the human spirit retains a keen desire for purity and deliverance, even though the flesh is enslaved.

Mark 5:6-7   But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,   And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.
     The sudden and thorough “cures” of demon possession (comparable to conversion and most often associated with it (for example: the woman taken in adultery) contrasted with the greater difficulty in instances of more refined and spiritual sin, would seem to confirm the thought that sensual transgressions were often the precursors of the demonical state.

ARE THOSE POSSESSED RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTIONS?

     Since possession occurs as a result of a voluntary yielding to temptation with a subsequent weakening of the human will so that subjugation by the possessing spirit becomes possible, it would seem that the person thus possessed would be accountable at least for the initial yielding.  If possession occurs as a “miracle” in the realm of evil without the victim’s cooperation, accountability seems unfair.
Mark 9:17-21   And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit;    And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.    He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.    And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.    And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF POSSESSION?

     The demonized seem incapable of separating their own consciousness and mental processes from the influence or control of the demon.  Often this loss of individualism is evident in the scriptural accounts of demonization.  It is sometimes difficult to determine the origin of verbal responses in scriptural accounts of the possessed.  The loss of self-determination which distinguishes the human from the animal may account for the hideous and bestial behavior of those possessed.   The demonized seem unable to control their own behavior and are in total or semi-complete subjection to the will and wishes of the inhabiting superior power of evil.   It is apparent that demon possession results in a dual consciousness and there seems to be a mixing of the human and demonic spirit.   The demonized may act normally at times and at other times be totally irrational.

     The demonized are often portrayed in Scripture as having various diseases and afflictions due to demon inhabitation.  The Scripture does distinguish between demonic possession and natural disease or disorder.  However the Bible does identify some sicknesses or disabilities, such as deafness, dumbness, paralysis, etc. with demon possession.  But not all who are deaf, dumb, etc. are described as demonized.   Not all physical or mental disorders of the same class are ascribed to the same cause;  some are natural, others are revealed to be demonic.  The demonic state always involves derangement of the body or mind or both.  There are nearly always symptoms of disease, more or less violent, in every possessed individual and the severity seems to increase in the last stages before the demon leaves his host.   Demonic action seems to be connected with the human nervous system which is the link between the body and the mind.

Matthew 4:23-24    And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.   And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.
Luke 9:42   And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father.
CAN A CHRISTIAN BE DEMON POSSESSED?

     To answer this question I can not improve upon what Dr. Merrill F. Unger wrote in his classic work on Biblical Demonology, so I will quote him here.

The very nature of the believer’s salvation, as embracing the regenerating, sealing, indwelling, and filling ministry of the Holy Spirit, placing him “in Christ” eternally and unforfeitably, is sufficient explanation why he is not liable to demon inhabitation.  The unbeliever, however, being under the “prince of the powers of the air, the spirits that are now working in the sons of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2 Weymouth), is by the very nature of his plight a prey to all Satanic power and demonic malignity, both from within and from without.  And there is no apparent reason why he may not, as in the time of our Lord and His Apostles, suffer demonic invasion of his personality to the partial or total eclipse of his individuality and thus manifest all the symptoms of the possessed, the confession of Jesus as the Messiah, alone excepted.  The believer, we may confidently rest assured, although perpetually faced with the subtle power and cunning of the foe from without, is shielded from the enemy within the gates.  But it must not be supposed that disobedience and persistent waywardness in the believer may not eventuate in a “sin unto (physical) death”  (1 Jn. 5:16), or to the solemn delivering of “such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor.5:5).  Whatever else this grave procedure may mean, it unquestionably involves severe chastening of the believer who is guilty of immorality, sensualism, or other gross sins, that he “may not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor. 11:32).   Delivering over to Satan, although seemingly a kind of last resort method in the divine healing with antinomian abuse of grace, can scarcely mean liability to the demonized condition.  But it does mean exposure to demon influence, to physical sickness, perhaps, to mental disease, and certainly, at times, to physical death.
     Dr. Unger was a member of the church I pastored in Glen Burnie, Md. and in private conversations with him on the subject of demonic possession and in a later book he wrote, he expressed reservations about his conclusion stated above regarding the possibility of Christians being possessed.  He had been to the mission field in lands dominated by demons and due to things he personally witnessed, changed his position to a less dogmatic stance.  He said that he then believed that it may if fact be “possible” for a believer to be demonized even to the extent of inhabitation.  You will have to do your own research and come to your own conclusions about this.  As far as this author has been able to tell there are no cases of believers being “possessed” in the scriptural accounts.

CONCLUSION:
     This brief study is meant to serve the saints as a warning against all uncleanness and sin, to enable them to avoid any contact with the demonic world, and to be able to equip them to help others who may be ensnared.
2 Timothy 2:25-26   In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;   And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
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