A Brief Study on the Subject of Angels

PREFACE
Before launching a study into the (mostly) invisible realm of angels or what we call angelic beings, we must clarify a few popular misconceptions.  First there are no female angels spoken of in Scripture.  Every time they appear they are masculine in gender.  Hence they are called “sons of God.”  (Cf. Gen. 6:1-6;  Job 1,2,38)  They are not “sexless (as per the Scofield Bible notes on Mt. 22:30) and are never said to be sexless in God’s Word.  They are always seen as male in all the 100 references in a King James Bible.  Sexless angels with hair like women and wings like storks are found in the art gallery in Rome, but never in the Bible. (“Devils” or “demons” [as transliterated in all the new versions of the Bible], DO have hair like women.  See  Rev. 9:7-10)   Angels do not marry in heaven but apparently co-habited with the “daughters of men” on earth in Gen. 6 and will do so again in the end times according to Jesus.  (“As it was in the days of Noah…”)   God “repented Himself” of His creation because of this monstrous sin and destroyed the earth of Noah’s day with a world-wide flood.  
Angels are never portrayed as female, blond haired, blue-eyed, winged  beings in the Bible.  They are said to have flight capability, but no wings are ever mentioned of angels.  (Jesus “flew” into heaven at His ascension, but didn’t have wings!   One day we too will “fly away” into heaven either at death or the rapture, without wings.)   Seraphim and Cherubim, a higher order of created beings have wings, “angels” do not!

Some angels (Gen. 6) “left their first estate” (thus are no longer “in heaven”) and as a result are now consigned to and bound by chains in darkness in hell awaiting the final execution of their sentence in the lake of fire.

Jude 6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

2 Peter 2:4-5    For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

This of course leads to another unpopular conclusion, viz., that “fallen angels” and “devils” (demons) are not the same.  (These words are even spelled differently, did you notice?!  But who is sufficient for these things?)  If the fallen angels are chained in hell, they cannot be running around loose in the world creating havoc as the devils do, following Satan’s leadership and bidding!  You say “But maybe some of them are loose.”  Chapter and verse please.  (Before challenging any of the above statements, be sure to look up all the references  on the subject in a King James Bible or “forever hold your peace!”  Or, to use the colloquial English, “shut up!”)  Perhaps the devils are a part of the ungodly hierarchy of hell spoken of as “principalities…powers…rulers of the darkness of this world…spiritual wickedness in high places…”  Eph. 6:12; 3:10
The “sons of God” show up again AFTER Noah’s flood (Gen. 6:4), therefore if the “daughters of men” are only Cain’s godly (?) line, how is it that Cain’s line is still there AFTER the flood?  Didn’t they all drown?!  (“Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God (in a KJB)!  How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!”  Rom. 11:33)
The Bible does NOT say that the “sons of Seth saw the daughters of Cain” but “the sons of GOD saw the daughters of MEN.”  (This is a hard saying, who can hear it?)
There are innumerable created beings in God’s universe. Men are so conceited that they often think and act as if they are the only beings of importance in God’s creation.  There are holy angels and fallen (sinful) angels, cherubim (Satan was one of them!), seraphim, arch-angels, devils, principalities and powers, etc.  Truly, as God said:
1 Corinthians 2:9    But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Lastly, young candidates for ordination often declare that the holy angels are “confirmed in righteousness” i.e., they can no longer sin.  Where in God’s Word do we have evidence to support this supposition?  Angels in the past sinned and will do so again in the end times, according to our Savior.  “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.”   (The following presentation is far from complete and the author encourages much more study on this fascinating subject.)

”
ON ANGEL’S WINGS????”

INTRODUCTION:   When the natural vision of the young man in 2 Kings was assisted, he saw a mountain full of horses and chariots of fire around Elisha.  These were “ministering spirits” or angels that inhabit our universe in uncountable numbers.  There is a vast universe which the human eye but feebly penetrates and it is inhabited by unnumbered spirit beings – both good and bad.
2 Kings 6:17   And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

     One day when we earth-dwellers are lifted into those heavenly domains we also shall see this vast “host of heaven,” and as Daniel saw in his heavenly vision we shall behold the “thousand thousands” ministering to Him and the “ten thousand times ten thousand” who stand before Him.  

Daniel 7:10   A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

Psalms 68:17   The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.

ANGELIC EXISTENCE

Angels are spoken of in both the Old and New Testaments.  In fact there are over 100 references in the Old and over 150 in the New.  Their existence is not based upon either reason or supposition but upon revelation.  They exist – God says so.  Their existence is reasonable however.  God is a spirit, thus the creatures ministering to Him would be spirit beings also.  There is a material kingdom, an animal kingdom, a human kingdom, and also an invisible (to us, generally) angelic kingdom.

ANGELIC PRESENCE
Angels observe the affairs of men according to biblical revelation.

1 Corinthians 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

Holy angels minister to the well-being of saved people according to biblical revelation.

Hebrews 1:14    Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?

Evil angels and/or other evil beings wage war against saved men.

Ephesians 6:12   For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

At the time of man’s death angels escort saved souls into God’s presence.

Luke 16:22  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried…

ANGELIC HABITATION

Man is intensely interested in the subject of life on other spheres, like the planets and stars.  Science ventures mere guesses, whereas the Bible speaks with authority.  There it is disclosed that angels dwell in heavenly spheres and in numbers beyond human computation.  One author asked: “Is our solar system a palace or a hovel in this great city (space).  Probably a hovel.  And the earth?  The earth is a room in the solar mansion – a small dwelling, miserably small.”  (Gabelein)

According to Jude verse six angels initially had designated dwelling places.  Some “angels…left their own habitation…”   They were also gathered in identifiable groups referred to as “thrones, dominions, principalities, powers, authorities...” and the “host of heaven.” 
Colossians 1:16    For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

It is readily apparent that angels were meant to be confined to specific areas in God’s created universe, just as man was destined to be confined to earth (although God’s original intention for unfallen man may have necessarily included space travel and the habitation of other worlds, and mankind in eternity future may have to inhabit the myriad of galaxies in space-?).  Just as man seems determined to leave this planet, some angels were discontent with the confines of their “habitation.”  So a vast number (about one third?) followed Satan in his rebellion and left heaven and thus also left the protective and blessed position God had assigned to them.  It is often stated that this rebellious desire was confined to the ancient past, but there seems to be no specific scripture which says this is so.  In fact, it appears that before the Lord’s return there will be negative angelic activity on our planet once again.  “As it was in the days of Noah…”
Angels are able to visit the earth and perform designated assignments, but they are to return to their dwelling place and continue to serve the Lord.  There are many Old and New Testament examples of angelic visits to planet earth with God’s permission or under His orders.  These interplanetary space travelers have often been here and apparently continue to visit from time to time within God’s directive will.  One example would be the “multitude of the heavenly host” which appeared at the birth of our Savior to the shepherds in the fields on that holy night.
ANGELIC AUTHORITY

Of course angels are creatures of God and are thus ultimately under His control (unless and until they decide, like man, to rebel against His authority).  Apparently, at least as far as the revelation of God in the Bible declares, God has given all of His creatures something of a “free will.”  The limits on that free agency include penalties which God imposes.  For example, the angels that fell with Satan and those that “left their first estate” in Genesis six are now spoken of as being in “chains of darkness” awaiting their final punishment.
These creatures, like man, of course are not independent in the sense of being self-originating, self-sustaining, or capable of self-annihilation.  They will ultimately be accountable to their Creator.  

Angels were apparently created specifically to serve the wishes of a benevolent Creator.  The name “angel” carries the connotation of “service” or messenger servants (to humans).  Since the fall of Satan, some angels may be considered messengers of Satan.
There are some interesting things revealed about angels in the Bible, and we find the following information published in Unger’s Bible Handbook:
The revelations of Scripture concerning angels are few, but nevertheless have great value:

1. They furnish a necessary safeguard against narrowness of thought as to the extent and variety of the creations of God.

2. They help us in acquiring the proper conception of Christ, who is above the angels, and the object of angelic worship.

3. They give a wonderful attractiveness to our conception of that unseen world to which we are hastening.

4. They set before us an example of joyous and perfect fulfillment of God's will. "Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven," i.e., by the angels.

5. They put to shame the horrible indifference of multitudes of mankind with respect to the great work of conversion. "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents" (Luke 15:10).

6. They broaden our view of the manifold mercies of God, whose angels are "sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation" (Heb 1:14; cf. 12:22).  [NOT from the King James Bible – P.F.]
7. They remind us of our high rank as human beings, and our exalted destiny as Christians. We, who are made but "a little lower than the angels" (KJV, Ps 8:5; NASB[!], "lower than God") may become "like angels in heaven" (Matt 22:30).

BIBLIOGRAPHY: L. S. Chafer, Systematic Theology (1948), 4:5, 411-16; 7:13-15; H. Lockyer, The 

(from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright © 1988.)

ANGELIC APPEARANCE

Angels have specific forms as well as functions.  They are both finite (limited) and spatial.  They are not omnipresent, nor omnipotent.  They do not have omniscience since they desire to look into things pertaining to the salvation of mankind.  

1 Peter 1:12   Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

Angels seem to be able to alter their appearance to suit the occasion.  When they appear to men, they often appear as  men.   However on some occasions they seem other-worldy in that their garments shine with brightness, etc.  (Never are “common” angels described as having wings in the Bible! The effeminate beings with wings, long blond hair, blue eyes, etc. are figments of Roman Catholic and artist’s imaginations.   In Daniel 9:21 an angel is described as flying, but that doesn’t necessarily imply wings, as Christ “flew” into heaven at His ascension.)
Genesis 19:1-11   1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;   2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.   3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.   4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:   5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.   6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,   7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.   8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.   9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.   10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door   11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.

Matthew 28:2-4   2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.   3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:   4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

Luke 24:4   And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:
ANGELIC CLASSIFICATION
Angels have ranks and assignments which are very interesting for study.  Some of these designations may correspond with earthly ranks.  However someone noted that “heavenly spheres of rule exceed human empires as the universe exceeds the earth.”

Governmental rulers:  Thrones, dominions, principalities, authorities, powers.  

Colossians 1:16   For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

Elect angels:  This designation may imply that angels, like men, passed through a period of probation, or it may simply distinguish the holy angels from those who fell.
1 Timothy 5:21

21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.

Cherubim:   Spoken of as guarding the absolute holiness of God and as those beings closest to God’s throne.  Satan, originally Lucifer, was a cherub(im).   Compare Ezek. 1:3-28 (!);  and 10:1-22 for their amazing description.  These “living creatures” are said to have “four faces, and…four wings”!!!!!  (And you thought science fiction, was fascinating!  Check out these two passages of God’s Word.)  
Seraphim:  These unique beings are portrayed as dealing with man’s need of cleansing before worshipping God and as those creatures which give to Him unceasing praise and worship themselves.  They have six wings!
Isaiah 6:1-3   1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.   2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.   3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

Living creatures:  These creatures are seen as simply angels without a specific order or class.  Sometimes their description reveals them to be similar to cherubim and/or seraphim???
Ezekiel 1:5   Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.

Revelation 4:6   And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

Individual angels:

       1. First there is “Lucifer, son of the morning.”  He was formerly “the anointed cherub(im)” who was 
closest to God and His throne.  He became Satan at his fall.  Now he appears as evil personified.  He is 
spoken of by at least forty different names in the Bible descriptive of his character.  He apparently led a 
host of other angels in rebellion against God at his fall.  He was an exceedingly beautiful creature and 
apparently a very musical one as well.

Isaiah 14:12-14    How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!   13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:   14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

Ezekiel 28:12-17   Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.   13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.   14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.   15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.   16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.   17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.
       2.  Then there is Michael the archangel.  His name means “who is like God?”  He is mentioned directly in 
three  passages.  In Dan. 123:1 he “standeth” for Israel.  In Jude 9 he disputed with Satan over 
Moses’ 
body.  In Rev. 12:7-12 he heads the armies of heaven in a great battle with Satan and his angels.
           Michael is also referred to indirectly as playing a part in the Rapture in 1 Thes. 4:16.  He is obviously an 
angel with great authority.  As far as we know  there is only one “archangel!”   Perhaps he took Satan’s 
place in nearness to God after his fall.
       3.  Next is Gabriel whose name means “the mighty one.”  He shows up four times in the Bible, always as a 
messenger or revealer of God’s purpose.  There are two appearances each in Daniel and Luke.  In Daniel 8 
he speaks to Daniel of the end times.  In Daniel 9 he reveals the mystery of the 70 weeks and the coming 
Tribulation Period.   In Luke 1 he appears to Zacharias about John the Baptist’s birth and in the same 
chapter he appears to the virgin Mary of Christ’s birth and Kingship.  (Some believe that he also appeared 
to Joseph, but in Mt. 1 the messenger is spoken of as “the angel of the Lord.”)

      4.   The “Angel of the Lord” is often mentioned in the Bible.  In the Old Testament it seems clear that this 
 
being is none other than a pre-incarnate appearance of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  When He shows 
up in the New Testament, his identity seems less certain, although He may indeed be Christ.  We cannot 
really classify Christ with created beings since He is the Creator Himself.
       5.  Other angels:


a.   Angels of judgment:  Gen. 19:13;  2 Sam. 24:16;  2 Kings 19:35;  Ezek. 9:1, etc.)


b.   The “Watcher” of Daniel 4:13-23


c.   The “angel of the abyss” in Rev. 9:11


d.   The angel over fire” in “Rev. 14:18


e.   The “angel of the waters” in Rev. 16:5


f.    The “seven angels” that appear in Rev. 8:2 and throughout the Tribulation

There are three angels mentioned specifically in the Apocryphal writings which are never mentioned in the Bible.  They are Raphael, Jeremiel and Uriel.  These writings are obviously not inspired, though they may contain some interesting material.   The Mormons have invented an angel named Moroni and he plays an important part in their false cult and is undoubtedly one of Satan’s minions.

ANGELIC SERVICE

In the Old Testament angels are called “sons of God” and men are referred to sometimes as “servants of God.  This seems to be reversed in the New Testament.  There the angels are called “servants of God” and men who are saved are called “sons of God.”  

In both Testaments angels are spoken of largely in relation to their activity.  For example, they observe our actions.  (1 Cor. 4:9)   Thy take special interest in Christ’s earthly ministry while here on earth.  (1 Tim. 3:16)  They are present at nearly every major event in His life:  His birth, death, ascension, etc.  Today and forever they surround His throne and do His bidding.  (Rev. 4:8;  Is. 6:2,3;  Heb. 12:22;  Rev. 21:12)   They are “ministering spirits” to those who are the “heirs of salvation.”  Heb. 1:14

           This suggests that angels are learning much from men and God, thus they are not omniscient.  This does                 
not mean they know less than men, only that their knowledge covers other fields unknown to men.  (cf. 1 
Pet. 1:12)   They are always limited in their services by God, thus they are not omnipotent.  However they 
do have great and extensive powers beyond those of mere men.  They are spoken of as capable of 
human-type emotion in Luke 12:8,9.

ANGELIC IMPORTANCE

Obviously God created these fascinating beings and thus they are important to His overall plan.  They were created before the universe and if that suggests God’s priority, angels are extremely important.  The scriptures state that at the creation “…the sons of God shouted for joy.”  (Job 38:7)   They also showed up at the giving of the Law to Israel – a very important event in Israel’s history.  (Gal. 3:19;  Acts 7:53)  We have already mentioned their special relationship to our Savior at strategic events in His life.  And they will accompany Him at the Second Coming as well.
Matthew 13:37-39    He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;   38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;   39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.

Matthew 24:31   And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Matthew 25:31   31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory…

2 Thessalonians 1:7    And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels…

Angelic presence is a reflection of their importance.  They of course were with the Lord before man’s creation and man is said to be “a little lower than the angels…” Heb. 2:9   This superiority is due to their supernatural wisdom, strength and plane of existence, not in essential worth or potential superiority.  For example, there was no plan of redemption for fallen angels, as there is for mankind.  There will be an apparent reversal in superiority for man over the angels in heaven and throughout eternity.  

The question of why holy angels sinned is incapable of human rational explanation, for sin itself is an irrational act given the perfection of God’s creation and His plan for created beings.  Angelic sin introduced evil into an otherwise perfect system.  Moral evil is an unexplainable fact, but it cannot be explained away.  

The fact that God created angels and men with the capacity of accepting or rejecting His holy direction and authority in no way argues for placing blame for the unfortunate choice in both cases upon Him.  It is to the angels credit that a minority fell rather than, as with man, a majority.  God must be praised rather than condemned for creating creatures with a will as opposed to manufacturing purposeless automatons.

It seems that the evil in Lucifer’s heart stemmed from the fact that he too was disappointed that God had not yet made a duplicate of Himself.  This is of course what Satan promised man in Eden:  “ye shall be as gods…”

Fallen angels are said to be “reserved unto judgment” in “chains of darkness.”  Hell, or the lake of fire, was prepared for “the devil and his angels.”  Thus devils (demons) and fallen angels seem to be different orders of spirit beings.  (Notice the words “devils” and “angels” are even spelled differently!  “Things that are different are not the same” is a basic law of logic.  Two other laws of logic argue against this double identity.  First, the law of identification:  a thing is what it is.  A desk is a desk.   Second, the law of negation:  a thing is not what it is not.  A desk is not a microphone.  Thus an angel is an angel and not a devil.)

ANGELIC CHARACTERISTICS

Angels have many fascinating characteristics.  It goes without saying that they are first and foremost created beings.  (Ps. 148:2-5)  They are also personal and spirit beings.  (There is a difference between “spirit” and “spiritual.”)  Heb. 1:13,14;  2 Sam. 14:20)   The characteristics of these strange (to us) creatures include personality, intelligence, a will and great activity.   They are very real indeed.  

Much has been written about the fact that angels are supposed to be “sexless” (Scofield Bible), but all the passage in Matthew’s Gospel says is that “in heaven” angels do not marry.  (There are many human adults who are not married, but they are not sexless!)  The “sons of God” in Genesis six are angels and whether or not they “married” women, they at least co-habited with them and produced some unusual beings called “giants.”  This action only suggests that these fallen angels who “left their first estate” and their original “habitation” were disobedient rebels against the God who created them – just like man!  (It seems that all the members of the Godhead are male – forget the ravings of the devi- possessed women’s libbers and lesbians! -  It is God the Father – male – God the Son – male – God the Spirit – male.  The libbers and the new version “bibles” [like the NIV gender neutral “bible” in England – soon coming to your nearest Wal-Mart]  want us to pray to “our Mother” instead of “our Father” and of course Catholics already pray to Mary(!) instead of God!!! And even refer to her as the “mother of God!!!)   All the angels are male and every angel has a masculine name.  The devil is male.  The devils are male.  It seems that in God’s creation the only females are either animals or humans.
Angels are deathless beings.  Angels and men are incapable of dissolution or annihilation because God wills it so.  It is not the Divine will that they return to their original nothingness.

Angels are capable of instantaneous transportation from one sphere to another (“beam me up Scotty” () almost instantaneously.  (Mt. 26:53;  Dan. 9:21)  They are very powerful beings.  (Ps./ 103:20)  They are extremely intelligent.  (2 Sam. 14:17,20)  They are glorious and innumerable creatures.
Luke 9:26   For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.
God is often called the “Lord of hosts” (Jehovah-Sabaoth), and only He knows their number.

CONCLUSION:  We have tried to be biblical and practical in this study in this study about these strange and inexplicable creatures called angels.  Obviously even the scriptures themselves are silent about many of the facets and facts about these beings.  We have much we don’t know about them and much we will discover when we see them for ourselves in heaven or before then!   Try on the following scripture for size…
Hebrews 13:2   Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

The “scholars” of the Dark Ages in Europe spent hours debating such unprofitable theses as how many angels could dance on the head of a pin, or whether an angel could be in two places at the same time.  It was not the purpose of this paper to engage in speculation, but rather to lead the child of God deeper into God’s revelation of these wonderful creatures with whom we will spend eternity.  For the saints of God will, along with the holy angels, behold the face of our wonderful Savior and Lord and will fall at His feet and cry “Holy, holy, holy!”
Perhaps we can receive much instruction from the example of these beings.  Maybe we ought to begin to practice praising our Creator and Savior more now so it will come easier to join the angelic hosts later.  Surely we can learn to be as responsive as the holy angels to the revealed will of God.  In heaven His will is paramount.  That’s one reason why the Lord taught His disciples to pray “…Thy will be done, in earth, as it is in heaven.”  Of course that will become a reality when “the government is upon His shoulder…”  and the present “god of this world (Satan) is no longer in control of the world’s governmental system.  (But that’s another entirely different subject for another time…)

Dr. Paul C. Fedena
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