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"THE INTENSIVE CARE UNIT"



TEXT: Acts 1:14



INTRO: A. Prayer is perhaps the only thing a Christian does which can only be done if the person's heart is right with God.  We can give, go to church help others, etc. without being right with the Lord, but we cannot truly pray if our heart is not right.  If the church is a spiritual hospital then prayer is "THE INTENSIVE CARE UNIT"!



ILLUS: Never go to the emergency room in a hospital if you have an emergency! You will sit or lay for hours waiting.  When they finally get around to you one of the first things they will do is check your blood pressure and your pulse.  No pulse, no life.  Likewise no prayer, no life.  Prayer is the heartbeat of the soul.  Your true spiritual condition is reflected in your prayer life.



               B. The book of Acts details the beginning and growth of the early church.  It was born and continued in prayer.  The men prayed and the women prayed.  The leaders prayed and the laymen prayed.  They prayed together and they prayed alone.  They prayed in trial and they prayed in triumph.  The prayed in the daytime and they prayed at night.  They prayed in the Upper Room and they prayed in the prison cell.  They prayed when fasting and they prayed when feasting.  They prayed when sending out missionaries and they prayed when ordaining deacons.  The early church PRAYED!



I.  HABIT OF PRAYER:



    A.   They Prayed With One Accord:  Acts 1:14



    B.   They Prayed Steadfastly: Acts 2:42



    C.   They Prayed About Everything: Acts 12:5



NOTE: The dearly Christians didn't believe in protests, pickets or petitions to change the laws or change the hearts of Government officials or change the circumstances.  They believed in prayer.

      Perhaps if Christians really believed in prayer and were willing to be steadfast in prayer, God would stop the abortion business and put homosexuals back in their closets!



    D.   They Prayed Everywhere:



1.   They prayed in the jail, at the riverbank, in the Temple, at the seashore, in their homes and even on their rooftops.

2. This one thing alone separates the early Christians from the modern Christians: they prayed everywhere, it is hard today to get Christians to pray anywhere.



QUOTE: "There are times when you do nothing but pray, but you should pray all the time." S.D. Gordon: "There is more to do after you have prayed, but until you do pray, there is nothing more you can do but pray."



TRANS: The Habit of Prayer was the hallmark of the early church...praying everywhere, about everything, all the time...they asw the glory of God and the power of God.



II. HUMILITY IN PRAYER:

A.   Only the Humble Will Pray:



       	1.   Our posture in prayer may say something about our lack of humility in prayer.



Acts 9:40  

But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 



Acts 21:5  

And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed. 



Acts 20:36  

And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. 



ILLUS: Muslims openly kneel in prayer; too few Christians ever kneel in prayer even in private.



2.   Prayer is one way we can tell God we have no confidence in our flesh or natural ability, but are trusting in Him.



ILLUS: The 120 disciples waited and prayed 10 days in prayer till the Holy Spirit came?  Why did God make them wait?  Why did they spend so much time in prayer?  They had all failed the Lord in His hour of greatest need. They had done their best and utterly failed Him.  They knew they needed Him.



          	      a.   Need is the greatest motivation for prayer.

          	      b.   Prayerlessness betrays feelings of self-sufficiency.



NOTE: The first church had no seminars to attend, no workshops to go to, no programs to rely upon.  They underwent persecution, threats, imprisonment and they were desparate.  They had to have God!



          	      c.   Prayer is more than us getting thru to God, it is God getting thru to us!

          	      d.   Prayer does not win God to our view, it reveals God's view to us.



    B.   It Is Only The Humble Who Can Pray:



           1.   A proud person (like the Pharisee) has no need of god and is therefore prayerless.

2.   The humble person (like the Publican) realizes his spiritual condition and need and must come

humbly before His Creator and Savior.

           3.   Cold, non-praying hearts are full of independent pride.



III. HONESTY IN PRAYER:



    A.   Prayer Demands Honesty:



1.   To pray indicates a belief that "God is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."

2.   If you believe that the One to Whom you speak in prayer exists and that He is God you know you cannot fool Him.



NOTE: Christians may be hypocritical about everything relating to others, but God sees the believer and knows the true state of His relationship to Himself.  You can lie about prayer to others, but you can't lie to God in prayer.



QUES: How much (or how little) do YOU really pray?  5 minutes a day?  10? 20? An hour a week?  NEVER?

       "Christian Leaders" call America to a "National Day of Prayer" each yr. This is a day wherein all Christians are to spend 5 minutes in prayer! When 5 minutes in a day constitutes a "National Day of Prayer" – Surely America is in need of revival!  (What about YOU?)



CONCL:  Let's pray...





 “WAS JUDAS JESUS’ ONE MISTAKE?”



TEXT: Acts 1:16-17



THESIS:   To show who and what Judas was, where he is today and what to do to avoid making his mistakes.



INTRO:  A. “WAS JUDAS JESUS’ ONE MISTAKE?”  Our text confirms that Judas “was numbered with (the Apostles), and had obtained part of this ministry.”  How do we explain	Judas?  How could Christi knowingly chose one who would betray Him?  Did He choose him by mistake?  Was Judas forced to be His betrayer?  Did Judas have a choice or did Jesus’ choice nullify any chance he might have had?  Was Judas “predestined” to be Jesus’ betrayer?



	    B. Humanly speaking Judas was no more selfish or sinful than the others. (He exhibited so much enthusiasm for Jesus’ Person and cause that the blasphemous authors of the Rock Opera “Jesus Christ Superstar” make Judas the hero and Christ the villain, Judas the victor and Jesus the victim.)  With the other Apostles the fire of Jesus’ fellowship purged out the alloy; they were refined, Judas was hardened.  (What effect does your fellowship with Christ have on you?  Does it refine and purify or harden and embitter?  Are you a Peter or a Judas?)



1   JESUS CHOSE JUDAS:  Mt. 10:1-4



    A.   Named In Apostolic Lists:



	1.   “His 12 disciples...the 12 Apostles...”  Mt.10:1,2

	2.   “He ordained 12, that they should be with Him...”  Mk. 3:14

	3.   He chose 12, whom also He named Apostles...”  Lk. 6:13 (!)



    B.   Had the Apostolic Commission:



	1.   He was to go only to the nation of Israel:  v.5,6



	      a.   They were told not to go to the half-breed Samaritans nor to the Gentiles.

b.   The Kingdom message was for Israel and if they accepted Him as King all nations would be blessed in fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant.



	2.   He was to preach that the Kingdom of heaven was “at hand,” like John. the Baptist and Jesus.

NOTE:  The diff. bet. the Gospel of the Kingdom and the Gospel of Christ is:



	3.   No Gentiles are to be preached to.

	4.   The message is NOT the death, burial and res. of Christ.

	5.   The message is of a literal, earthly, Jewish Kingdom, not of heaven and the church.



    C.   Given The Apostolic Ministries:



	1.   Judas was a preacher like the others:  v.7

	2.   Judas was baptized...by immersion, like the others (belief, not baptism, saves!).



Jn. 3:23

And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 



	3.   Judas was a healer like the others.  v.8a  “heal the sick, cleanse the lepers...”



ILLUS:  Judas had more healing power than any “faith (or fake) healer” today.  He not only healed the sick, but cleansed the lepers.  Healers today avoid the leper colonies, hospitals, hospices, 	mental institutions, etc.



	4.   Judas was a miracle-worker like the others:  v.8b  “raise the dead, cast out devils...”

	

ILLUS:  It is one thing to heal the sick from a BED, but another to raise the dead from a GRAVE! Today’s self-styled “healers” “cast out the sick, heal the dead and raise the devil!”  None today qualify by v.8-10 standards!  They have another ministry called “fleecing the sheep!”



Mk. 5:18

And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him.  (“The Rejected Apostle?)



	Here is a man who would have seemed a much more likely candidate than Judas for Apostleship.  None of the 12 were men healed or set free from demons or even witnessed Jesus’ miracles when called and agreed to follow Jesus.  Why?  He wanted them to walk by faith and follow Him not for what they had received or what they could earn but for what they believed and what they could learn!



II. JESUS KNEW JUDAS:



    A.   Always Listed Last:



ILLUS:  Peter the Denier is always first, Judas the Betrayer is always last!  Both “repented”...one  With faith in Christ and the other without hope!  One is in heaven today, the other in hell!



    B.   Always Called the Betrayer:  v.4



1.   Jesus did not make a mistake when He chose Judas, He saw his heart, his motives, his greed and his potential for either greatness or disaster.



NOTE:  Everyone who “signs on” with Jesus has options.  They can either stay true to Him or turn their backs on Him.  They can serve Him or betray Him!  Everyone has a choice.  Judas was not  “predestined” to be Jesus’ betrayer.  But Jesus knew he would be!  Cf. Jn.12:4-6



	2.   The Bible portrays Judas, not Jesus as the one making the wrong choices!



ILLUS:  Today it is the man who leaves his keys in the car who is at fault, not the delinquent who steals the auto.  When hoodlums destroy a city, murder the elderly, WE are all somehow guilty, instead of the criminal.  When some sicko assassinates a public figure WE are to blame.  When a child murders his parents it is not him, but the parents who are to blame (e.g., Menendez brothers).

	But the Bible blames Judas, not Jesus!  Judas was greedy, was a thief, sold his friend, betrayed his benefactor, and crucified his Savior!

	We need to beware that we don’t betray Christ for less than the 30 pcs. of silver Judas was paid!  In our lust for prestige, money, fame, position, etc. we sell Him out by short-changing Him in our time, service, money, unused talents, etc.



III. JESUS SAW THROUGH JUDAS:



    A.   Jesus Revealed Judas’ Plan:



Jn. 6:70-71

70	Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 

71	He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve. 



	1.   Jesus identified Judas as a tool of Satan.



ILLUS:  When Jesus referred to Peter as Satan when he attempted to stop Him from going to the cross, he was simply speaking of the source of the Satanic suggestion.  But when speaking of Judas as “a devil” He reveals His knowledge of Judas conscious choice to betray Him.



	2.   Jesus knew who and what Judas was when He called him, but gave him a chance!



    B.   Jesus Knew O.T. Prophecy:



Ps. 41:9

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 



Jn. 13:18

I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 



1.   Jesus reveals that His choice was not a mistake, but rather “that the Script. might be fulfilled.”

2.   Jesus is never seen as causing Judas’ sin...on the contrary even at the betrayal in the garden, he refers to him as a “friend.”



CONCL:  No, “JUDAS WAS NOT JESUS’ ONE MISTAKE.”  Jesus was God and cannot make any mistakes!   Judas was the mistake maker; the one who made the grand mistake of his eternal never-dying soul!  Christ went to the Cross, grave and then back to heaven.  Judas went to the Pharisees to return the blood money, out on the hillside to hang himself and then to “his own place.” Today his screams continue:  “Jesus is God the Son!”  But the crackling, eternal flames of hell and the great gulf fixed muffle his message.  Jesus loved Judas, but Judas didn’t respond properly to His love.  How do you respond?





“TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST”

or (DISCONTENTMENT LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY)



TEXT:  Acts 2



THESIS:  To show that discontentment can lead to revival, victory and salvation.



INTRO:  A.  What happened on Pentecost?  The Holy Spirit came upon men in special power.  They were never the same.  Believers were changed, filled and used and the lost got saved!   There is no way to repeat Pentecost - it was a historical event, but the Holy Spirit would gladly change, fill, use and save folks in this room today if they meet the biblical prerequisites. 

     B.   One of those prerequisites is discontentment!  I know Paul said he was content with the way God dealt with him, regardless of the circumstances.  (Phil. 4:11)  I know 1 Tim. 6:8 tells us to be content with whatever food and clothing God provides.  I know Heb. 13:5 tells us not to be covetous and to be “content with such things as ye have…”  But I don’t believe God ever desired us to be content with a life that was not pleasing to Him or to be content with less than spiritual maturity, a lack of power or a lack of service or blessing in our lives.  “DISCONTENTMENT (in these areas) LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY.”  In fact, discontentment with what you are as a Christian, your growth, maturity, service levels could mean that “TODAY COULD BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”



TRANS:  The believers had been waiting for 40 days for Pentecost!  Their hearts were being prepared to receive the fullness of God’s Spirit and power.  With the Psalmist they were saying:



Ps. 42:1-2a

1	As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

2	My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God…



	You need to be willing to express your discontentment and say as the song…



1   “I’M TIRED OF BEING STIRRED and NOT BEING CHANGED”: (DISCONTENT WITH THE STATUS QUO)  Acts 2:1



    A.   Mediocre Christianity:



ILLUS:  As Joe Garnett always says when asked how he is doing: “Same ole, same ole!”



1.    Up to now the disciples had done little or made little impact for Christ.

2.   Christians sit in service after service and God stirs their heart, but no real change takes place.

3.   They are convicted of their sin, lack of service, and continued lethargy and mediocrity, but they do little or nothing about it.

4.   Status quo Christianity means a life of no joy, power, usefulness or blessing.



ILLUS:  God wants His children to be clean, joyful, powerful, useful and blessed!  On Pentecost formerly “status quo” Christians came to life and were dramatically changed.  Former cowards for Christ became bold (the word that characterized the early church), former mediocre believers “turned the world upside down” for Christ. Isn’t that what YOU want?  Don’t just get stirred again today…change!  “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”



11   “I’M TIRED OF BEING MOVED and NOT BEING FILLED:  (DISCONTENT WITHA LACK OF POWER)   Acts 2:4a



A.   Powerless Saints:



1.   Up to now the disciples were basically powerless (though the Apostles were given miraculous powers during Christ’s earthly ministry…but even they seemed to be neutralized with unbelief).

2.   The result of the filling of the Spirit is power to witness and to live clean.



ILLUS:  The fact that the disciples on Pentecost spoke with tongues was only to enable them to win the lost, not as a display of power or as evidence of their salvation. Cf. Acts 1:8



3.   Saints in this age are indwelt with the Spirit, but not necessarily filled with the Spirit…as is evidenced by their inability to have victory over sin and their lack of soul-winning power.



ILLUS:  Several years ago I was discontent with my lack of power and I started on a year long quest to read everything I could get my hands on concerning the filling of the Spirit.  I read biographies of those mightily filled and used of God, every passage in the Bible regarding Spirit-filled believers.  I was not content to be stirred and moved and not changed and filled! If you too are discontent “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”



111   “I’M TIRED OF BEING CONVICTED and NOT CONVERTED”: (DISCONTENT WITHNO ASSURANCE OF HEAVEN)  Acts 2:41



A.   Unconverted Attenders:



1.   There were many religious-but-lost people attending the Passover Feast in Jerusalem at Pentecost…but they were discontent with no assurance of heaven.

2.   There are no doubt people who attend our church and may be here today who are moral but lost, religious but not saved, interested but not born-again and convicted but not converted.

3.   If you are discontent with no assurance of heaven, “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”

		

ILLUS:  Why don’t you sweep aside your excuses and get rid of your discontentment with no assurance of heaven and make today your “day of salvation”?  Aren’t you tired of hearing messages which bring doubt about your eternal destiny and leaving the service the same way you came in?  Why don’t you do something about your assurance today?



1V   “I’M TIRED OF BEING CHALLENGED and NOT BEING USED”: DISCONTENT WITHA LACK OF SERVICE)  Acts 2:42 and 47



A.   Serviceless Saints:



1.   That which characterized the Church after Pentecost was a holy boldness and driving desire to serve the Lord, regardless of the cost.

		

ILLUS:  There was such a Christlike concern for others in the church that the more wealthy shared their possessions with the poor. (v.44) They entered into a ministry of prayer and rejoiced in their fellowship with one another.  (v.46) As a result of their zeal and boldness and humility many were saved and an impact was made on “all the people.”



2.   Aren’t you tired of sitting and soaking up sermons and never using all you learn or putting into practice what you know the Lord has done for you?

3.   Aren’t you weary of being blessed but not serving, of being challenged but not being used?

4.   Aren’t you a bit jealous or envious of others with less education, talent, skills, resources or gifts being used, while you sit on the sidelines doing little or nothing to reach the lost or touch others’ lives?

5.   Here is a another challenge to you:  teach, visit the sick, shut-ins, the afflicted, go soul-winning, become a bus worker, sign up for toddler or nursery duty, make a meal for a blind or deaf person, use your carpentry, electrical, plumbing or other skills for the Lord.

6.   Enlist in some service area and “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”



CONCL:  I hope you are discontent with your status quo, your lack of power, will not being converted, with your lack of service because “DISCONTENTMENT LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY” and maybe even to salvation.  Don’t let another service end with you being stirred and not changed, move and not filled, convicted and not converted or challenged and not used!		





"CHRIST DIDN'T DIE ACCIDENTLY"



TEXT: Acts 2:23



THESIS: to reveal the predetermined nature of the death of Christ.



INTRO:  A. The number of predictions of Christ's death in the OLD TESTAMENT are 2nd in number only to those which relate to His 2nd Coming.  All the events surrounding His death were predicted and predetermined by God Himself.  "CHIRST DIDN'T DIE ACCIDENTLY!"  "Calvary was no accident!"



                B. God left nothing to chance regarding His great and marvelous plan of redemption.  Everything was planned, purposed, predicted and predetermined before the beginning of time.  Just as the universe was in the mind of God before its actual creation, so to...



I. THE ATONEMENT HAD ITS ORIGIN IN ETERNITY:



Rev. 13:8 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 



    A.   God's Predetermination Makes Any Event Certain:



    1.   He cannot change His will...though He can will a change.



ILLUS: His will is bound by self-imposed limitations.  There cannot be a change in God's will...it is fixed!  He is immutable!  However, He may will a change in reference to His dealings with man or with His created universe. God always hates sin, but when the sinner changes in relation to it, God changes His dealings with that sinner.



           2.   God cannot change His Word:



ILLUS: His Word is "forever settled in heaven" We could not trust a vascillating Being Who one day said one thing and another day spoke the opposite.



    B.   God's Predetermination Of Calvary Was Prerecorded in His Word:



1.   Details were given of that event in Ps.22, 1000 years. Previous literally hundreds of years before crucifixion was a form of capital punishment.

           2.   A vivid description of His death was recorded in Is. 52:13-53:12  700 years before His death.



NOTE: Before Isaiah or David wrote it God said it!II. THE ATONEMENT HAD ITS SOURCE IN GOD:



Acts 2:23  

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 



    C.   Men Were Used To Accomplish This Task:



           1.   This fact does not absolve men of their guilt.

           2.   The time, manner and instruments of the cru-cifixion are all seemingly of man.

 3.   The Jews, Romans and Gentiles were all involved in the act and they "crucified the Lord of 

Glory."



I Cor. 2:8  

Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 



    D.   God Initiated The Entire Plan:



Acts 4:27-28  

27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together.

For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 



     1.   The crucifixion in all its gory detail was a fact in eternity before it became a fact in time.

     2.   The "determinate counsel" could be rendered "the specific declaration of God".

            3.   "Foretelling..." guarantees fulfillment.



NOTE: The fact that God fore knew the details of the death of Christ and foretold them implies fixity, 



III. THE ATONEMENT HAD ITS IMPLEMENT-ATION IN TIME:



I Pet. 1:18-20  

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 



ILLUS: It is true that the crucifixion was foreknown, foreordained and foretold, but until it actually occured it was valueless.  He must be made "manifest...for you."



A.   The Universe Is Like A Giant Clock Wound Up By God:



    1.   Every SECOND on that clock represents an event foreknown by God occuring in history.

    2.   Every MINUTE on that clock represents one of God's prophesies being fulfilled.



       a.   Time is essential to God's program even tho He dwells in eternity and is Himself timeless.

       b.   Time words are always used in connection with God's plan of redemption:



ILLUS: "But when the fullness of the TIME..."  "NOW is the Son of man glorified..." etc.



    3.   Every HOUR on that clock brings us nearer to the completion of the rest of God's plans.



    B.   Every Tick of God's Prophetic Clock Will Likewise Be Fulfilled:



      1.   One of the greatest proofs of the Bible's accuracy and historicity is fulfilled prophecy.

 2.   Present day events are leading to the culmination of God's plan for the future as past events led 

 to Calvary.

 3.   The necessity of the fulfillment of Script. is based upon the integrity and character of God; He 

 can and MUST be trusted.

          4.   A plan without implementation is ineffectual:



ILLUS: We all have plans or projects we talk about and desire to accomplish, but until we do something about them, they do not change anything.



     a.   God planned the lst Advent of His Son and His death.

  b.   God has planned for the 2nd Advent of His Son and your place in the future of His plans is  

  dependent upon what you do with His predetermined death on Calvary.



CONCL: While Christ's death was predetermined, your eternal destiny is up to YOU.  He has done all He can to save you.  You must respond positively to His offer of eternal life.  "CHRIST DIDN'T DIE ACCIDENTLLY" and you will not go to hell accidentally either...you will decide to reject Christ and thus determine where you will spend eternity.  He made provision for YOU in His predetermined plan.  His desire is for you to accept what He did.



        Christian, just as He planned the Atonement for His Son, He also planned the results.  You are predestined to be conformed to the image of God's dear Son.  How close are you right now!









“LORD, DO IT AGAIN!”



TEXT:  Acts 2:40-47



THESIS:  To examine the early church and its success with a view to determining how to duplicate it.



INTRO:  A.  An evangelist standing in the place of a previous great revival cried out to God “LORD, DO IT AGAIN!”  As I read the great blessings of Pentecost and the early church, I find myself crying out the same thing.  The Lord seemed to answer and say, study the early church and its success and blessing and wherein lay the secret of its great power and plead for the same burden they had and the same emphasis they had and then “I WILL DO IT AGAIN!”



     B.   The dynamo called the Church, began with great power.  It dawned on me that if you want 

to know how a thing should end, find out how it began.  The church is nothing more nor less than “faith fleshed out” or faith made visible.  The early church lived what they believed.  If we can locate its dynamic, its power and repeat it we too could experience its blessings and its fantastic growth.  The birth and incubation of the church is delineated in Acts 2:40-47.  Let’s follow it thru its labor, delivery and early development.



TRANS:  What made the early church such a powerful force (and what can transform our church) is that…



1   TRUTH MATTERED:  “doctrine…”  v.41  (IT WAS COMMITTED TO DOCTRINE)



A.   Doctrine Is Truth Revealed:



ILLUS:  Doctrine is downplayed today in the mega-churches and charismatic churches.  They fear that doctrine (read truth) will scare off the people who give the money. And they may be right!  But that doesn’t excuse obscuring truth.  Some churches have their entertainment services for the main body and then have “doctrine” classes for a select few at less convenient times.  Someone said “when the church affects the world, you have revival; but when the world affects the church , you have apostasy.”   The early church affected the world.  “LORD, DO IT AGAIN!”



1.   Again and again the NEW TESTAMENT. emphasizes sound doctrine, often referred to as “the faith…” i.e., a body of truth revealed by God.

   2.   Truth never changes, it is static. 

 3.   Absolute truth has its source in God and is marked by objectivity and know-ability; we are 

 neither agnostics nor Athenians (who built an altar to the “unknown God”).  Acts 17:22,23

 4.   Absolute truth mattered to the early church and matters profoundly today to serious-minded, 

committed Christians.



QUOTE:  Douglas McLachlan, Pres. Central Bap. Seminary:  “(Such) serious-minded Christians are prepared to draw lines, set limits, erect boundaries and refuse concessions based solely on obedience to biblical absolutes…rock bottom historic, biblical fundamentalism is all about absolute loyalty to absolute truth.”  The wisest man who ever lived wrote: “Buy the truth and sell it not.”  Prov. 23:23



5.   Without a commitment to truth (doctrine) we cannot emulate the early church and will not duplicate its results or power.



II.  FAMILY MATTERED:  “fellowship…”  v.42   cf. v.46  (IT CELEBRATED COMMUNITY)	



NOTE:  The Greek word for fellowship is “koinonia” and means partnership, communion.  Note verse 44. 

 

A.   Fellowship Is Family Partnership:



1.   There are two concepts which especially characterized the early church, one unity (the phrase usually used is “with one accord” - used 12 times in Acts), we will examine the other concept later.

   2.   Nothing hinders revival and God’s power in the church any more than a lack of unity.  



Ps. 133:1

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 



   3.   In Christ we are a family and families are supposed to be together.

  4.   The church is characterized as a “body” of believers; body parts must cooperate in order to 

  function in a healthy manner.



ILLUS:  To illustrate this concept Paul uses the word “body” 18 times in 1 Cor.12.  He seems to summarize his teaching in v.26  “And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.”  



111   GOD MATTERED:  “breaking of bread and prayers…”  v.42  (IT CHERISHED DEITY)



A.   The Lord Must Be Central:



   1.  The early church was Christo-centric.

   2.   Everything they did was for Him, to honor Him, to make Him known.

3.   The Lord’s Table was important because it reminded of Him and the price He paid for their 

redemption.



ILLUS:  At no time was the Lord’s Supper ever celebrated as a “sacrament.”  Note the order here; first saved, then baptized…then the Lord’s Supper.  It was a precious service of remembrance.



4.   Prayer was a central part of their lives and demonstrated their dependence upon Him and His mighty power.

	

1V  SOULS MATTERED: “such as should be saved…”v.47  (IT CONNECTED WITH HUMANITY)



A.   Souls Were Of Infinite Importance:



   1.   They were characterized by compassion.



ILLUS:  The reason so many were saved was because they believed the doctrine, wanted everyone to be a part of the family, and desired to exalt the Lord by obeying Him and His great commission.  They literally saw the lost as lost and could not bear the thought of seeing souls suffer in hell.



   2.   They were characterized by boldness:



     a.   Earlier I promised to share with you the other oft-repeated concept in Acts; it is boldness.

     b.   What the early Christians lacked in education they made up for in bold-boldness.



Acts 4:13

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 



     c.   When their lives were threatened, they prayed for boldness.



Acts 4:29-31

29	And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 

30	By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 

31	And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.



ILLUS:  Lest you think such Holy Ghost boldness and accompanying blessings were confined to the early church, history testifies otherwise.  For example, the converted Anglican (Episcopalian), George Whitefield in 18th century England also saw great revival and blessings.  Whitefield was training for the Anglican priesthood when he got saved thru reading His Bible.  He immediately began preaching and was shunned by the professional clergy (who were described by the common man as ‘dull, duller or dullest.’  Whitefield boldly declared, ‘The churches are closed against me.  Bless God, the fields are open!’  His first attempt at open-air preaching drew an estimated crowd of 20,000 coal miners in Kingswood and launched the English phase of the Great Awakening.  Whitfield’s diary confirms God’s blessings on his boldness. (See attached p.99,100 “What Hath God Wrought” Wm. Grady).  “LORD, DO IT AGAIN!”



3.   Characterized by Spirit-fulness:



a.   As you can see from the above Script. Boldness and Spirit fullness are tied together; one is contingent upon the other.

b.   In fact, all 4 of these points create a balance which together give us the pattern for power and potential revival; and without which it will NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN!



CONCL:  On the other hand, if the balance is evident in our life or in the church as a body, God’s power will surely be evident and what we call revival will surely be manifest.  “LORD, DO IT AGAIN!”





“MOTHER CHURCH”



TEXT:  Acts 2:41-47



THESIS:  To reveal the nature of the converts and charter of the first church in Jerusalem.



INTRO:   A.  “Mother Church” to a Catholic means Rome and St. Peter’s Cathedral.  “Mother Church” to a Christian Scientist is in Boston, Mass. and named the First Church of Christ Scientist.  “Mother Church” to a Mormon means the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, Utah.  But “MOTHER CHURCH” to Bible believers is found in the Scriptures in our text in Jerusalem and was founded on the Day of Pentecost.

                 B.  Just as Catholics, Christian Scientists and Mormons take orders from their “mother churches,” so believers ought to be sure their practice and doctrine conforms to “MOTHER CHURCH” in Jerusalem.  With that in mind, let’s compare what we believe and practice with what is recorded in God’s Word…



I.  MOTHER CHURCH AND HER CONVERTS:   v.41



    A.   The Exercise Of Faith:  The Foundation of the Church   “…believed His Word”



ILLUS:  Legend says that Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over the lantern that started the Great Chicago Fire.  From such a small beginning sparks ignited a vast segment of the city.  So too from 120 disciples in an upper room the Gospel has spread and the first day 3000 souls were saved and since then the sparks of that one event have spread worldwide.  We need a conflagration of the Gospel in our day.



	1.   The Spirit used the Word for conviction.  V.37-39

	2.   The Spirit used the Word for commitment.  V.41



ILLUS:  The grammar of the passage suggests that they received the Word with finality.  They were not just hearers, but doers.   The Word of God motivated them to make a commitment.



    B.   The Confession Of Faith:  The Testimony of the Church   “…were baptized”



	1.   Baptism is the evidence of a living faith.

            2.   Baptism is the expression of a repentant sinner in his willing, open identification with Christ.



    C.   The Household Of Faith:  The Strength of the Church   “…added unto them”



	1.  Believers always band together (there is strength in numbers!).



ILLUS:  Really there is no such thing as the “invisible church.”  The church is made up of people and people are visible.  The only sense in which it is invisible is when it’s members refuse to identify themselves.



(Of course the members of the Church in heaven, thought visible to heaven’s inhabitants are ‘invisible’ to us.)



2.   Believers thus banded to form a local church.  (cf. “added unto them” with “added to the church” in v.47.)



II.  MOTHER CHURCH AND HER CHARTER:  v.42-47



ILLUS:  A charter represents a collection of principles by which a society is governed.  The NEW TESTAMENT is the Church Charter.  Here we see our rights and duties defined as Mother Church begins fulfillment of the Great Commission.



    A.   Doctrine and Duty:  v.42a



	1.  “Doctrine” – Christ is the Messiah as just proclaimed by Peter.

            2.  “Fellowship” -  Believers desired to be with each other.

            3.  “Communion” -  A constant reminder of the price paid for their redemption.



    B.   Prayer and Power:  v.42b,43



	1.   Prayer – Prayer brings results:  “fear came upon…”

2.   Power -  “Many wonders and signs” – Divine attestation of the message and messengers.  

(Identified today by a completed revelation.)



    C.   Worship and Work:  v.44-47



	1.   Worship:  v.46, 47a  

	2.   Work:  v.44,45,47b



	      a.   Love:  evidenced in v.44,45

                  b.   Witnessing:  by life and word.



CONCL:  Notice that “MOTHER CHURCH” in Jerusalem did not only meet together on Sunday or Weds. For worship and prayer.  They did not just get together on Mon. or Thurs. for visitation, nor in S.S. for Bible Study – rather they continued “daily” worshipping and working, praying and studying with power.

 	We murmur and complain when the message is too long, the meetings are multiplied, etc.  God help us to get back to “MOTHER CHURCH” and her charter and concept of salvation.

             I am afraid that “MOTHER CHURCH” would not recognize some of her “professed” offspring today.   What about YOU?





“SAVED CHURCH MEMBERS”



TEXT: Acts 2:41-47



INTRO:  A. The first New Testament church in Jerusalem only added baptized believers into mem-bership, i.e. only those who were saved then obedient in baptism.  Also the New Testament letters identify their recipients as believers.  Thus we believe that each local church has a responsibility to screen prospective members to maintain a pure membership - as much as is possible.  



If there is one “Baptist Distinctive” which is the main one which sets Baptists apart from the other churches, it is this one of a Saved or Regenerated	Church Membership.



ILLUS:  In our church the way we protect the membership and try to insure its purity is to 



baptize converts who make a credible profession of faith

take in new members by letter of transfer from another church of like faith, by first having the deacons interview them.



1   BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR A SAVED MEMBERSHIP:



A.   The Use Of The Word “Saint”:



1.   Several of the New Testament Epistles are addressed to the “saints” in that geographical area, e.g., Rome, Philippi, etc.

   2.   The word “saint” literally means one who is set apart to God.

   3.   As we study the various epistles we find that the membership is composed of these “saints.”



B.   The Use Of The Word “Church”:



 1.   The Greek word “ecclesia” means “called out assembly” – translated “church” in the N.T.

   2.   In the larger sense it means a group called out unto God.

   3.   In the narrower sense it means a local assembly of believers.



John 17:6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 



1 Pet 1:1-2

1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2   Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.



John 17:6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 



C.   The Church At Jerusalem:  (text)



1.   On the day of Pentecost God began the Body of Christ composed of believers from Pentecost   to the Rapture.

  	2.   The visible church at Jerusalem was also founded that day.



     a.   In v. 41 we have recorded the events on the Day of Pentecost.

     b.   In v.42-47 we have recorded the events of the weeks and months that followed.  

 c.   If the “adding” in v.47 was to the local church, then the “adding” of v.41 should be 

 understood the same way.

The people of v.41 were saved, baptized and then added to the local church…the prere- 

quisites to membership.

     e.   Church membership is voluntary but not optional! (v.47  “the Lord added…”)

 f.   There is no example in Script. Of a believer Who refused to be baptized and join the local church.



11   INPLEMENTING A SAVED MEMBERSHIP:



A.   Experience of the New Birth.

B.   A Credible Testimony of Salvation.

C.   A Change in Attitude Toward the Lord.



Ps. 66:16

Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.



111   PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF A SAVED 



1V   MEMBERSHIP:



A.   Church Unity.   Cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-16

B.   Church Sanity:



ILLUS:  If you have a “mixed multitude” of believers and un-believers in the church any business conducted will have people with a spiritual inclination with those with a worldly inclination approaching the same subject with the church will be split



   1.   The only thing better than a saved membership, is a saved, Spirit-filled membership.

	 2.   Spirituality and carnality cannot peacefully coexist.





"AFTER THE MEETING IS OVER..."



TEXT: Acts 2:41-47



THESIS: To show that revival should not be temporary, but continue "AFTER THE MEET-ING IS OVER..."



INTRO: A. Our Tent Revival is history for another year!  But the burning question is: has revival ended or just begun?  This question presupposes whether in fact YOU did indeed experience personal revival.  On the day of Pentecost 3000 got saved, baptized and added to the church (v.41).  But the rest of the chapter shows what happened "AFTER THE MEETING WAS OVER..." Note the words "they continued steadfastly..." v.42a



                B. Some things are different, i.e., we are not meeting under the tent, we have pews instead of chairs, carpet instead of grass, air conditioning, no bugs, etc.  But many other things, the most important things have not changed:  God's Word Is Still Inspired:  Apostle's doctrine..." v.42a

             God's Spirit Is Still Working: "fear came upon every soul" v.43a

             God's People Are Still Family: "contd....in...fellowship" v.42b,44a,45

             God's Man Is Still Preaching: (different man, same message)

             God's Work Still Has Needs: (people are still lost; money needed)



TRANS: "AFTER THE MEETING IS OVER..." we can either crawl back into our rut, or continue the revival.  But just what IS revival?  Let me summarize what revival is from the week of meetings and what the preachers said...



I.  KNOWING GOD BETTER:



NOTE: There are many ways or levels of knowing someone, including the Lord:



    A.   Historically:



           1.   Like Washington, Lincoln or even Reagan.

           2.   Like Jesus the babe in a manger (Christmas), or dying on the cross (Good Friday), or 

           coming out of the tomb (Easter): as many know him.



    B.   Biblically:



           1.   Like Joseph, Daniel, Job, David or Paul.

           2.   Knowing Him as a Bible character is no better than merely knowing Him as a historical

            figure.



    C.   Redemptively:  (as Savior)



       	1.   Many believers have accepted Christ as Savior, but do not know Him as Lord.

2.   It is wonderful to know Christ as Savior and that gives you a "fire escape from hell, but God wants us to know His Son beyond just a ticket to heaven.



    D.   Intimately:



Pastor Clark said that you get to know Him intimately in 3 places:



          	       a.   In the quiet place (with a consistent devotional life).

          	       b.   On the mountain top (like the tent meetings).

          	       c.   In the valleys (when trouble comes...and it will!)



2.   I would like to add the most important place you learn to know Him on an intimate level:



          	       a.   In the daily routine!

b. The hum-drum life at work as a breadwinner, at home in the kitchen, changing diapers, raising the children.



ILLUS: The devil has sold us and told us a lie!  He says you can get to know the Lord better in the Seminary or Bible College classroom better than you can at work, or at home!  You get to know ABOUT Him in the classroom, but you get to know HIM day-by-day!



II. LOVING HIM MORE:



ILLUS: The poet said of his true love: "How do I love thee, let me count the ways..."  For the believer there is only one way: obedience!  Jesus summarized the whole duty of the believer in one simplistic statement: "If ye love Me, keep My commandments!"  The Spirit of God stated through His prophet/priest Samuel: "To obey is better than sacrifice."



    A.   Thru Obedience:



1.   Whatever God has revealed for man to do should be obeyed heartily, enthusiastically and completely.



ILLUS: The story of Jehu in II Kings 10 is fascinating, but tragic.  Jehu pretended to follow in wicked King Ahab's footsteps as a Baal worshipper, but instead he proclaimed a great assembly for Baal and all the followers of Baal came into Baal's cathedral.  Then Jehu appointed 80 men to kill them inside their Temple and destroy all the images and burn them!  Amen, brother Jehu!  But he didn't go far enough and incomplete obedience is insufficient obedience.



II Kings 10:28-29  

28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.

29 Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan.



          2.   What area of obedience have YOU failed God in?



ILLUS: You say, "I've been saved, baptized, joined the church, tithe, come to all the services, read my Bible, and pray.  Yes, but what about soul winning?  Or what about quitting gambling?  Or cussing?  Or smoking? Or drinking?  Or pornography?  Or Video Movies?  



III. SUBMITTING TO HIS LORDSHIP:



    A.   Surrender:



ILLUS: A citywide meeting was being planned years ago and someone suggested having D.L. Moody as the evangelist.  One young preacher asked: "Why Moody?   Does he have a monopoly of the Holy Spirit?"  An older, godly preacher spoke up: "No, Moody does not have a monopoly of the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly of D.L. Moody!"



            1.   To surrender means to quit fighting, to lay down your arms, to cease hostility.

            2.   Surrendering means to relinquish control to a higher authority.

            3.   To surrender means giving up something to gain something better.



ILLUS: A boy got his finger caught in his own raccoon trap on the Chapline River in Kentucky.  He couldn't free himself so he slept all night on the log to which the trap was secured.  When he awoke he saw the river rising.  He realized he would soon be swept away.  So he cut off his finger to save his life.

        Sometimes we need to "cut off" something dear to us to gain favor with the Lord.



a.   Perhaps you need to surrender your temper today, or your will, or your stubbornness or...

                  b.   Maybe you need to surrender yourself for His service today!



IV. GIVING HIM HIS POSSESSION:



NOTE: Pastor Yanizzi said that consecration is simply giving God what He already owns!



I Cor. 6:19  

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?



CONCL: Now that the MEETING IS OVER, we can crawl back into our rut, or continue the revival.  These 4 areas of commitment define personal revival: KNOWING GOD BETTER, LOVING HIM MORE, SUBMITTING TO HIS LORDSHIP AND GIVING HIM HIS POSSESSION.  Don't YOU want to know Him intimately?  Obey Him to prove your love for Him?  Surrender something good to get something better?   Give Him back what He purchased with His own blood? 





"WELCOME TO A (2ND) MIRACLE"

(or a MAJOR MESS!)



TEXT: Acts 4:31-35



INTRO: A.   Miracle #1 - FBCA will open next week!  (With Staff in place, ith more students than our goal and in the black financially.)



B.   Miracle #2 - The goal of $10,000 for student sponsorship was exceeded by nearly 3 times the amount - approx. $27,000!  ($10,000 = 6 students; $27,000 = 16.875 students)



               C.   God is in the miracle business - and it is ONLY a miracle if God IS in it!



ILLUS: Only God could stop the waters of the Jordan but the people had to trust the Lord and walk into the river bed.  They became a part of the miracle.



D.   Our text tells of a unique (one-of-a-kind) situation in the early church. It was a MIGHTY MIRACLE (cf. v.33-35, but it turned into a MAJOR MESS! (ch.5 Ananias and Sapphira)



ILLUS: We too will experience a MIGHTY MIRACLE or a MAJOR MESS!



1.   If you ROB GOD of His tithes and offerings to sponsor students. (We will cut off the lifeblood of our church and we will bleed to death!)

   	      2.   If you ROB YOUR FAMILY of food, etc. (You will become "worse than an infidel...")

3.   If you ROB YOUR CREDITORS and don't pay your bills. (You will ruin your testimony and that of our church and bring reproach upon our Savior.)

4.   If you ROB STUDENTS by promising to give and fail to live up to your promise, we are in worse trouble and will experience a deficit!



I.  THE TITHE PRINCIPLE: (10%)



    A.   Predated the Law (Abraham)



    B.   Antedated the Law (Christ):



       	1.   Jesus came to fulfill, not destroy the Law.



Mt. 5:17  

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 



       	2.   Jesus commended the tithe.



Mt. 23:23  

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 



       	3.   Jesus collects the tithe today.



Heb. 7:8  

And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. 



ILLUS: FBCA tithing discounts: 5% - ONLY for legitimate tithers.  Everyone will be given an opportunity to take advantage of this discount.  Those who elect to do so will be checked.



              a.   Tithing is God's tax and He will collect it.

              b.   Tithing is not giving; it is paying what you you owe.

              c.   Tithing is "fair share" support - the same % or all.



ILLUS: The widow and the millionaire both give the same %; but the widows tithe may represent a greater sacrifice!



             d.   Tithing keeps God's work going.



NOTE: If all were to tithe - bo begging for money.  If all tithed - no financial appeals for special needs necessary.



            e.   Tithing includes everything you receive not already tithed.



ILLUS: Income tax refund, sale of a house, etc.  But you should still want to give an offering!



II. THE OFFERING PRINCIPLE: (OVER 10%)



    A.   Regular Giving Above the Tithe:



Mal. 3:8   

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.



ILLUS: If all tithes went to the WORKERS (Pastors, Missionaries, Staff) as in the OLD TESTAMENT, and all offerings went to the WORK (buildings, properties, etc.) we would have no need for the essentials in the church.



I Cor. 9:13-14  

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 



III. THE LOVE GIFT PRINCIPLE: (BEYOND THE OFFERING)



    A.   Special Need Giving:



ILLUS: Outfitting missionaries, needy families (Deacons Fund), over budget needs, sponsoring students, etc. When you have PAID your tithe and given your offering, only THEN should you give regular or special LOVE GIFTS.

        If you give toward student sponsorship you are truly giving a LOVE GIFT.  You are demonstrating genuine Christlike love toward another person. But if you give to that person and neglect God's tithe and offering your are a God robber!



CONCL: God Who is perfect has a perfect plan for financing His work.  Does your giving reflect His perfect plan or your imperfect plan?





“SATAN’S GREATEST TOOL”

or “HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH”



TEXT:  Acts 5:1-11



THESIS:  To show how Satan uses the hypocrisy of professed believers.



INTRO:  A.  What would you say is “SATAN’S GREATEST TOOL?”  Lack of zeal or boldness?  Discouragement?  Fear?  Doubt?  Surely all of these tools are used by him, but may I suggest that “SATAN’S GREATEST TOOL” is hypocrisy!

	      B.   Hypocrisy is simply playing a part.  In Greek drama the actors would put on masks to display various emotions, hiding their true selves behind the masks.  Hypocrisy is feigning to be what you are not; being one thing in private and another in public.  (I wonder if I could follow the deacon, S.S. teacher, special music provider, bus worker, or average church member to work on Monday, after singing, teaching, or doing personal work in church on Sunday, what I might find.  The Lord DOES see you there!)

                  C.  Jesus saved His most scathing denunciations for hypocrites.  At first I thought about using His lengthy sermon against hypocrites against the religious leaders of his day recorded in Mt.23.  But though these religious fakes pretended to be something they were not, they were not true Bible believers or Bible livers.  I needed someone who was apparently a Bible-believer to illustrate hypocrisy within the church.  I was led to this passage, dealing with Ananias and Sapphira who pretended to give all of the price of the sale of their property – but held out on God and the church.  The sin is not in what they gave or didn’t give, but in the appearance they created…



QUES:  Are you real or artificial?  What appearance are you trying to create?  How spiritual are you really?



TRANS:  The reason Christ denounced hypocrisy above all other sins is because it is the most damaging to the cause of Christ, to the church, to the hypocrite himself and to others…



I.  HYPOCRISY DISCOURAGES OTHERS:



NOTE:  Last week in a message entitled:  “LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE FATHER!”  I challenged young people to do right.  Today the emphasis will be mostly on adults to do right and live what they say they believe, to help set an example for our young people and others.



    A.  Your Hypocrisy Keeps Others From Being Their Best:



1.  When others see you in an unguarded moment, do they become discouraged to live  consistently?



ILLUS:  One of my most embarrassing moments was when a church member heard me yelling at my wife in my office (even though she deserved it!  ().  Only eternity will reveal the effect that hypocrisy had on that person.  Another was when a deacon came to pick me up for soul-winning on a hot and humid Monday night shortly after I got saved.  I was laying on the couch and my dog started barking when he heard him approach the porch.  I didn’t and got aggravated at the dog and threw my shoe at him and yelled “Shut up you stupid hound!”  (Of course the dog deserved it too!  ()  I hope that deacon realized I was just a dumb immature young convert.  What if HE had been a young convert?



	2.   When others see you in a non-church environment, are they encouraged or discouraged?



ILLUS:  Tom Fuller was shocked when he and Ken picked me up to go fishing, to see how I was dressed.  He had never seen me outside church before.  That was funny, but when folks see you outside church do they see a different person?   Are you still as polite, clean in speech and dress, etc.?  Are you the same Christian out of church that you are in church?  Do you practice outside church what you hear and ‘amen’ in church?  Do you sing about the Rock of Ages outside church or rock music?  Do you praise Him in church and curse Him outside church?



James 3:10

Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.



	3.   When others see you at home or at work, are they discouraged?



ILLUS:  I had to relieve a bus driver from driving a bus because one of the bus kids reported that they saw him smoking in the supermarket.  (Someone IS watching!)  



	     a.   Ananias and Sapphira’s lying and hypocrisy cost them their lives.

                 b.   Note the effect God’s judgment had on the church.  V.11



1)   The problem with hypocrisy today is that God doesn’t judge it openly (though His  attitude towards it hasn’t changed!).

                        2)  The hypocrites today seem to prosper – and others are discouraged from doing right.



II.  HYPOCRISY DIVERTS OTHERS:



    A.   Your Hypocrisy Keeps Others From Serving



QUES:  Are you discouraging others (your children, church members, family, friends) by your hypocrisy?  Will someone not become a teacher, a bus worker, a missionary, a preacher, quit serving, drop out of church, etc., because of YOU?)

Lest someone here think it is O.K. to not serve God because of “HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH”  - let me say that it is not, and that there are as many hypocrites out of the church as there are in the church!  So what will you do…drop out of society, your family, quit your job or shoot yourself?



1.  When others see you being hypocritical they may decide that everyone is a phony and that is unfair to those who are genuine.



ILLUS:  We sing: “Sweet hour of prayer” and are content with5 minutes a day.  We sing:  “O for a 1000 tongues to sing” and don’t use the one we have.  We sing:  “There shall be showers of blessing” and don’t come to church if it rains.  We sing:  “Blest be the tie that binds” and let the smallest offense sever it.  We sing:  “I love to tell the story” and never tell it.   We sing:  “Cast thy burden on the Lord” and worry ourselves into a nervous wreck.  We sing:  “The whole world wide for Jesus” and never invite our neighbor to Christ or the church.  We sing:  “O Day of rest and gladness” and wear ourselves out traveling, cutting grass, fishing, or golfing on Sunday.



2.  They may see some who once were active in the Lord’s work not serving any longer and get diverted from serving themselves.



1 Timothy 4:1-2

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron…



	3.  Some may no longer seek God’s will because of your hypocrisy.



ILLUS:  Your child or teen may see through your “church testimony” and give up on God and the church.  If they see you don’t have devotions, why should they?  If they see you not reading your Bible, why should they?  If they see you don’t consistently pray, go soul-winning, serve, give, lead, teach, witness…why should they?  If you give excuses, lay out of church, chase the dollar, be materialistic,  focus on things…why should they be spiritual? 



III.  HYPOCRISY DAMNS OTHERS:



TRANS:  The most damaging indictment against hypocrisy of all is that it may give others an excuse for not receiving Christ.



    A.   Your Hypocrisy Keeps Others From Being Saved:



1.   How many times have we heard sinners use some church member as an excuse not to be saved?

            2.   The tragedy is that their excuse may have some legitimacy!



	       a.   There really ARE too many “HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH!”

		

ILLUS:  It needs to be noted that the church is a spiritual hospital for sick and sinning saints, not a religious museum where perfect Christians are put on display.



	       b.   But people are watching us – and listening to us!



ILLUS:  Some sing the hymns of the church with a twist.  They don’t sing with their voice, but with their life:  



           3.   “When morning gilds the skies/ My heart awakening cries/  Oh no, not another day!”

           4.    “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound/  That saved a wretch like you!”

           5.   “The strife is o’er, the battle done/  Our church has split and our side won!”

           6.   “The church’s one foundation/  It’s tax deductible!”

           7.   “My hope is built on nothing…!”



CONCL:  I have preached long and loud about the “HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH!”   And we own up to our hypocrisy and admit we have a church full of hypocrites (we all are to some extent, i.e., we profess to believe more than we practice).  But the simple truth is there are just as many hypocrites outside the church, especially those who are using those in the church for an excuse not to get saved!  Your hypocrisy is just as much “SATAN’S GREATEST TOOL” as that of those within the church.   Only a fool would allow someone else’s hypocrisy to send them to hell!

                  But it is high time for God’s people to live what they say they believe. For our children’s sake, for our teens sake, for others sake, don’t let Satan make you a hypocrite.  Become all you should be for God’s glory!





"TRADING YOUR SCEPTRE FOR A STAFF"



TEXT: Acts 7:20-30



INTRO: A. Why did God include so many failures, so much backsliding, in His Word?  Aside from revealing the imperfections of man and the perfections of God, they are recorded so we may learn from their failures and see our own vulnerability.  They are also there so we can learn of God's forgiveness and to challenge us to learn to forgive others who fall.  Also and maybe most import-antly, we need to see something of God's willingness to restore the fallen saint.  Primarily we are to learn about God rather than just the failures of men.



                B. Today we will look at Moses' failures and God's restoration of His chosen Deliverer.  He is neither the first nor the last of those who failed, sinned or slipped, but he gives us a good starting point to help us.  He was "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians (math, chemistry, astronomy, heiroglyphics, etc.) and was mighty in words and deeds." v.22  He enjoyed the role of a celebrity, the son of the great Pharoah.  As an infant he may have floated in a crude and tiny ark, but as a man he would ride the river in a royal barge.



                C.    In his heart Moses remained an Israelite.  He felt the compulsion of leadership. He had the impression that his destiny did not lie in the palace but in the position of Deliverer.  He watched the misery of his people and one day murdered an Egyptian who was mistreating an Israelite.  His murderous act had been discovered, but though "he supposed his brethren would have understood...they understood not."  v.25



ILLUS: Often it is God's own people who least show understanding when one of their own falls. Our greatest disappointments come from those from whom we expect compassion.  Now Pharoah wanted him dead and the Israelites refused his help so "then fled Moses...and was a stranger in the land of Midian."v.29



TRANS: Moses had to learn some lessons success couldn't teach him.  You can get an education in the palace, but wisdom comes in the desert!  If God puts us on the sidelines while the big game is going on it is for a purpose...



I.  THE LESSON OF SERVANTHOOD:



    A.   His Mission of Submission:



           l.   Moses moved miles from Egypt geographically and socially.

           2.  He went from a revered son of Pharoah to a despised shepherd of the nomadic Midian-

           ights.

           3.   He went from the "winning team" to the "losing team" and then he was placed on the 

           sidelines.

    B.   His Ministry As Shepherd:



            l.   He became what for 40 yrs. he had been trained to despise, a shepherd.

            2.   He traded in his sceptre for a shepherd's staff.



NOTE: His training appeared wasted.  His aptitude lay in one direction, his responsibilities in another.  Moses never felt at home in the desert.  When his Midianight wife bore him a son they named him "Gershom" meaning foreigner! Moses surely felt he would be "on the shelf" for the rest of his life.  But God was teaching him to be faithful in obscurity.  Francis Schaeffer said that as far as God is concerned there are no big people and no little people, only consecrated and unconsecrated people.  Our vocation is never as important to God as it is to us.  We just need to be faithful at whatever we do!



II.   THE LESSON OF TRUST: v.30 "forty years..."



    A.   Forty Silent Years:



            l.   God's people were in bondage in Egypt for 14,600 days or 40 yrs.

            2.   Moses was in the desert for 14,600 days or 40 yrs.



ILLUS: Surely the people were praying as well as moaning.  Surely Moses was praying as well as complaining.  Where was God!?  Why didn't He do something?



                  a.   God heard...He wasn't deaf after all.

                  b.   God remembered His covenant even if the people forgot His promises.



ILLUS: One reason why we can forget the injustices that we experience is be- cause God remembers them - and since He is the Judge there is really no need for us to have to remember them too!   God may be slow and silent but He never forgets. "When a Good Man Falls"  - Erwin W. Lutzer.



                  c.   God saw the needs of Moses and His people; He felt their pain.



ILLUS: It's easy to trust God when the bush is burning, when the waters are parting and the mountains are quaking and when food falls from the sky every night - it's those silent years that are so discouraging.  But it's in the desert and not in the palace that God finds out the depths of our yieldness. It's when He is silent, not when He speaks, that our faith is precious in His sight.  IBID.



III. THE LESSON OF OBEDIENCE:



    A.   Trust From Trials:



l.   Moses had learned that God could care for Him and His needs as easily in the desert as He had in the palace.

2.   Moses had learned that God never forgets His promises nor forsakes His people even during the silent years.



     B.   Transformation From Trials:



l.   Moses was a different man: 40 yrs before he thought he could pull off the Exodus in his own strength.

       	 2.   Now when confronted by his call from God he pleads his inadequacy.



QUOTE: A.W. Tozer: "The best leaders are not those who want the job but those who have been conscripted by God for leadership." At last Moses qualifies. Moses was assured that his limitations were no problem for an omnipotent God.  Moses reminds God that the Israelites had rejected him.  Obviously he had grown bitter in the desert.  It was then that God asked him what he had in his hand.



                   a.   Moses had traded his sceptre for a shepherd's staff.

                   b.   Now Moses' rod became God's rod.



QUES: And where did he get that rod?  In the desert, of course!  Where he thought he had been abandoned by God and was being punished by God while he was sitting on the sidelines.

       Today God asks you "What is in YOUR hand?"  What have you learned while sitting on the sidelines?   Have you learned servanthood, trust, obedience? Or have you just learned to be bitter?  The athlete who sits on the side- lines is supposed to be watching every play so he can learn more, not just sit there and stew!



CONCL: "To be sidelined is not a waste of time if you get private tutoring from the Coach.!"   IBID.





“BAPTISTS ARE ALL WET!”



TEXT: Acts 8:36-38



INTRO:  A. It is strange that the people called “Baptists” probably stress baptism 	less than their deno-minational counterparts.  For example, the R/C catechism says: “Not only does baptism remove the guilt of sin and reinstate the sinner in God’s friendship, but with it all the punishment due to sin is also mercifully forgiven...that once a person is baptized he is completely ‘with Christ.’”  p.507 Main line Protestant denominations also teach that something mystical or magical takes place within a person (read infant) at baptism, that it is a “sacrament,” a ceremony which imparts grace to the soul and ensures a person’s entrance into	 heaven.  Baptists believe that baptism, like the Lord’s Table, is simply a memorial of what took place when a person was saved.



	    B. It is true of course that “BAPTISTS ARE ALL WET!” however, i.e., that Baptists believe in the complete immersion of a person’s body in water at the time of their baptism.  Nearly all the other “Christian” churches practice either pouring or sprinkling.  Why do we go to the trouble, expense and even embarrassment of baptizing by immersion?  And just what does baptism mean to Baptists?



I.  BAPTISTS REFER TO BAPTISM AS AN ‘ORDINANCE’ NOT A SACRAMENT:



    A.   Most “Christian” Churches:



  1.   To most Christians the rite of baptism is a very mystical and grace imparting sacrament.”  

  2.   Dictionary: “Something regarded as having a sacred character or mysterious meaning.

3.   Also in the Dictionary, under “Sacramentalism”: the doctrine that the sacraments are neces-sary to salvation.

4.   In Catholicism it is “a visible sign that symbolizes or confers inward grace” (either creating or    improving one’s relationship with Christ).



    B.   Historical Baptists:



1. Since the Bible clearly teaches salvation comes by faith in Christ and not by rituals or ceremonies, Baptists use the term “ordinance” not sacrament.

2.   An ordinance is “an authoritative rule, law, decree or command.

3.   In a biblical sense it means “a symbolic act or ceremony commanded (ordained) by Christ.”



II. THE MEANING OF THE WORD “BAPTIZE”:



    A.   The Greek Word “Baptizo”:



1.   The word for “baptize” in Greek is “baptizo” and means to dip, sink, submerge or to immerse, e.g., for dyeing cloth by dipping it into the dye, or even the sinking of a ship.

2.   Our English word “baptize” is not a translation, but a transliteration.



ILLUS:  Once again the KJ Bible translators have gotten a “bum rap” concerning 	the word “baptize.”  They have been charged with being afraid to translate it because King James and the Church of England would have been offended.  However the word was in previous English translations of the Bible and had been used for a long time to distinguish baptism from other non-religious dippings or immersions.  They just simply continued using a word everyone understood.



    B.   The Bible Practice Of Baptism:



           1.   John the Baptist baptized in the Jordan River.



John 3:23

And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 

-

 2.   After Christ’s baptism He “went up straightway out of the water...”  (Mt. 3:16)

 3.   Philip and the eunuch went down into the water for baptism and then came up out of the water  

  (Acts 8:37-39).

           4.   There is another Greek word for sprinkling if the Holy Spirit wanted to convey that practice; it 

           is “rantizo”.





“CHRISTIANS”



TEXT:  Acts 11:26



INTRO:   A.  The name “Christian” is used only 3 times in the Bible.  It is not really a name given by God to His people, but one given to His people by others.  But it is a name that has stuck.  Over the centuries the people who have decided to be Jesus’ disciples have been called “Christians.”  Literally it means: “Christ-ones” or those who follow Christ.

                  B.  It is a name which is biblical and therefore sacred, but one which has lost much of it’s original meaning through misuse.  When the world thinks “Christian” they may mean anyone who is not Muslim, Hindu, etc.  Or they may mean anyone associated with any number of denominations, e.g., Catholic, Methodists, Jehovah’s Witnesses Mormons, Presbyterians, etc.



ILLUS:  We just came back from Mexico and there the word “Christian” is associated with Catholicism especially.  But when looking for a church there I met a Presbyterian Mexican man who understood the difference and when asked if there was a Baptist Church on the island, he knew what I meant.  Others pointed us to a Catholic Church.



TRANS:  Tonight we will examine the name “Christian” from its usage in the Bible…



I.  “CHRISTIAN” = CONSISTENCY   (TEXT)



Acts 11:26

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 



Faithfulness:  



1.   In the context of the passage Barnabas finds Paul and brings him to the church (assembly) in 

 Antioch.

 2.   Paul and Barnabas join the church there and begin to teach them the Scriptures.

 3.   The word “Christ” means “anointed one” in Hebrew, and spoke specifically of Messiah; the 

 Greek speaking believers in Antioch were quickly identified as followers of the Messiah, or 

           “Christ-ones.”

 4.   It was their faithfulness to Christ and His Church and their Christ likeness which earned them 

 the name “Christians.”



B.   Lifestyle:



           1.   The name suggests that believers are to be replicas of Christ, or “little Christs,” or copies of  

           the Original.



Rom. 8:29

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 



 2.   As Christ is the image of His Father, we are to be the “spitting image” of Christ.



Heb. 1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 



Col. 3:10

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 



Rom. 12:2

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 



3.   We are to be like Christ in our living, our loving and our giving.



POEM:  “Lord, let me live from day to day, In such a self-forgetful way,

                 That even when I kneel to pray, My prayer shall be for others.

                 Others, Lord, yes others, Let this my motto be.

                 Lord, let me live for others, That I may live like Thee.”



Matt. 20:28

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 



Matt. 9:36

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 



John 14:31

But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 



2 Cor. 8:9

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 



2 Cor. 8:3-5

3	For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 

4	Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 

And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the 

will of God. 



ILLUS:  When General William Booth, the founder and leader of the Salvation Army became too ill to speak in a scheduled meeting, he was asked to send a telegram message to be read in his absence.  The message was read and said: “Others.  Signed –General William Booth.”



II.  “CHRISTIAN” = CONDUCT  



1 Pet. 4:16

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 



Suffering:



Suffering in itself brings no blessing or reward, but suffering as a Christian is an honor and 

brings blessing to the believer.

Some believers just suffer and complain, others suffer as saints and give the glory to God.



ILLUS:  When Pastor Dan Paar was dying of cancer, he adopted Ps. 34:1-3 as his text-testimony.  He continued to suffer, but to suffer as a saint, attempting to magnify the Lord.



Ps. 34:1-3

1	I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

2	My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

3	O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. 



    B.   Trials:



1.   To be replicas of Christ and conformed to His image, we will undoubtedly go thru many trials.

  2.   We need to learn to respond as He did in these trials.



1 Pet. 2:21-23

21	For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 

22	Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

23	Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 



ILLUS:  This text is the basis for the “WWJD” (What Would Jesus Do?) craze.  The only way to know how Jesus would respond in a given situation is to be so Christ like that your response would automatically be His response.  The Scriptures must be our guide as to how to respond.



III.  “CHRISTIAN” = CONCERN



Acts 26:28

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 



Testifying:



1.   Paul is standing before King Agrippa and has just given his testimony of salvation.

2.   He has basically given a detailed account of his salvation experience in this Nearly chapter-long testimony.



B.   Witnessing:  



  1.   Paul is the classic example of what a “Christian” ought to be and do!

  2.   Paul uses every opportunity to witness of His Savior.



ILLUS:  On our vacation to Mexico we took along many Chick tract booklets in Spanish.  Each day I would give a few tracts to each of the 6 of us to give out.  We gave one to a Mexican man who worked in our hotel and asked him to promise to read it.  He did and the next day my wife spoke with him about salvation and he trusted the Lord as Savior!  (His name is Oscar Ruiz.  Please pray for him and for the tiny little Baptist Church there that God will use it to disciple Oscar and win many others to Christ.



CONCL:  The name “Christian” then speaks of CONSISTENCY, CONDUCT and CONCERN.  Are YOU a Christian?













 “BELIEVER’S DON’T DRINK BLOOD”



TEXT: Acts 15:28-29



THESIS: To show the memorial nature and the importance of the Lord’s Table for God’s people.



INTRO:  A. In the early church some believers were being influenced to go back under the Jewish law and the first major threat to the church arose.  The Apostles convened a meeting to decide upon what restrictions, if any, should be placed upon NEW TESTAMENT saints.  One of the restrictions was “abstain...from blood...” and predated the law (the reason? “for the life is in the blood.”).



	    B. There is one church today which disregards this admonition and says that in the Lord’s Supper, which they call the “Mass” the wine in the communion cup is transformed into the “literal blood” of Christ - and they drink it!  They also teach that the bread is transformed into the “literal body” of Christ - and they eat it!  But true “BELIEVERS DON’T DRINK BLOOD” nor do they eat human flesh!  (The doctrine in Catholicism is called “transubstantiation” but the dictionary defines it as cannibalism.)



TRANS:  The question then is, what do believers eat and drink at the Lord’s Table?  For the answer we must go back to the origins and observance of the Lord’s Table in the Bible...



I.  THE PASSOVER SETTING:  



   A.   Jesus’ Final Passover Service:  Lk. 22:7-13



1.   As a Sabbath-keeping, pork-abstaining, bearded Jew under the Law, Jesus was careful to keep the Passover.

         2.   His ministry was conducted under the OLD TESTAMENT Law:



a.   Although His life and ministry are recorded for us in the NEW TESTAMENT, His entire life was lived under Mosaic legal guidelines.

b.   This “dispensation” did not actually end till after Christ’s death and resurrection which fulfilled the symbols of the Passover.  



ILLUS:  (Visual on the Passover lamb and meal or “Jewish seder.”)  Two of the elements were bread and “the fruit of the vine” or grape juice.  Never in the 3 Gospel accounts or in Paul’s account of the Lord’s Supper is the word “wine” used.  Apparently even in Jesus’ day the Jewish Passover tradition used only unfermented grape juice in the Passover meal.  It later deteriorated and the Jews today use fermented wine.



    B.   Jesus First Communion Service:  Lk. 22:14-20



1. Jesus took the unleavened bread and after giving the traditional thanks, made a startling state-ment: “This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.” v.19



ILLUS:  There are two problems with this statement:  



2.   The bread was obviously not His literal body, since it was His body holding the bread and He was speaking of a memorial service and He was still alive.

3.   He made an even more striking statement concerning the cup: “This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for you...” v.20

	 

ILLUS:  Here again are two problems:  



     4.   Both He and His disciples only lived under the Mosaic Law or Old Testament  and  

 5.   His blood was still running in His veins, not “shed...” Obviously He is speaking prophetically. 

This New Covenant (Jer.31:31-40) would be initiated upon Christ’s death on the cross and  

would   have benefits and blessings for the 12 tribes of Israel and Gentiles as well.



II. THE PRIMITIVE SYMBOLS:



    A.   The Unleavened Bread:



1.   Since leaven is a symbol of sin and since the bread will now be used as a symbol of the sinless body of Christ and since the bread used in the Passover meal had to have been unleavened there is no doubt that this is the basic element used in the Lord’s Supper.

		

ILLUS:  Because the Passover was to be observed initially on the night before the Exodus, they would not have time to make and bake leavened bread.  Besides, all leaven must be removed from their homes for 7 days at the time of the Passover thereafter.



Ex. 12:19-20

19	Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 

20	Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread. 



2.   Bread was a fitting symbol for the body of Christ since He is the Bread of Life Who came down from heaven to give life to the world.



    B.   The Unfermented Juice:



	1.   The juice symbolized His blood and which would seal the New Covenant.

2.   The Old Mosaic Covenant was secured by the blood of animals, the New Covenant would be secured by Christ’s blood.



ILLUS: The fermentation process is similar to the leavening process...both speak of corruption. Fermented wine would never be permitted to be a symbol of Christ’s precious, sinless blood.



III. THE POWERFUL SERMON:  



NOTE: There are 3 primary terms used to describe this ordinance in the Scriptures, each of which is significant and preach a powerful silent sermon to us...



    A.   The Lord’s Table:  



1 Cor. 10:21

Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 



	1.   God’s people must be separated!

   2.   It is called the Lord’s Table because the Lord celebrated it around the Passover Table with

	 His disciples thus identifying Himself with the Passover Lamb.



    B.   The Lord’s Supper:



1 Cor. 11:20

When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper. 



1. The Lord’s Supper is to be unique and should be disassociated from other fellowship events;   this was the abuse in the church at Corinth.

2.   It is the Lord’s Supper, not the Lord’s Breakfast, i.e., it is properly observed in the evening.



    C.   Communion:



1 Cor. 10:16

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 



	1.   The Greek word translated “communion” here is often translated “fellowship.”

	2.   It is the Lord’s intention that we take the time to concentrate on our fellowship with Him.

		

IV. THE PERSONAL SELF-EXAMINATION:



1 Cor. 11:28

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 



    A.   It Is Personal:  Do It!



    B.   It Is A Prerequisite:  Do It!



1.   Examine your salvation; an unbeliever cannot “remember” Christ’s death for him, for he has never known Him.

2.   It would be a lie for an unbeliever to eat and drink, which symbolizes a past, personal, taking in of Christ by faith.

3. The believer must examine his/her “communion” or fellowship with Christ and with His  family.



CONCL:  “BELIEVER’S DON’T EAT BLOOD!” - they recognize the symbolic significance to this memorial supper to Christ’s death.  And they are aware of their responsibility of self-examination before partaking of these simple elements.  The invitation tonight is “let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup...”













 “UNITY, UNION OR CIVIL WAR?”



TEXT:  Acts 15:36-40



THESIS:  To show God’s desire among His people for unity, not union or civil war.



INTRO:  A.  Our Civil War was a great disgrace on our nation’s history.  Brothers fought against each other and killed each other because they were on different sides of the same issue.  They both believed they were right.  We often have civil (and not so civil) wars in local churches.  Both sides believe they are right and the battle begins.  Our text shows it can happen even with the best of believers. (We will return to our text later.)  But it is not God’s will. His will is unity (not union) among the brethren.

                B.  Since all believers are in the same family, we ought to love one another and dwell together in unity.  We need to discover that which will promote unity and minimize division among us.  We also need to find out the difference between unity and union. And we need to learn how to avoid civil war in the church…



I.   AN APPEAL FOR UNITY:  



Ps. 133:1-3 

1	Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

2	It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 

3	As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 



    A.   Unity Is Precious In God’s Sight:



ILLUS:  The above text emphasizes “how good” it is!  It is as fragrant in God’s nostrils  as the special anointing oil used to anoint the High Priest.  As this oil was holy, so is the unity among God’s people.  And as the dew was the vehicle of fruitfulness in the land, so is unity fruitful in the church.



1.   Sometimes it is necessary for brethren to separate (to avoid unpleasantness) but it is God’s will 

that as much as possible we live peaceably, esp. in the church.

2.   Unity doesn’t demand uniformity in every area, but it does demand adherence to basic Bible 

doctrine and a genuine willingness to disagree on some areas agreeably.



    B.   Unity Is Based On Truth:



 1.   Unity makes truth the issue.  (Not love, peace, or organizational enlargement)

 2.   Paradoxically, truth will often divide.



 a.   Jesus is the Truth, but He often divided His audience over His message and His ministry.



Jn. 10:19-21

There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?  Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 



  b.   The Bible is Truth, but it too divides audiences.

ILLUS:  Moses preached to the Israelites at the foot of Mt. Sinai and said: “Who is on the Lord’s side?  Let him come unto me!”  Pretty divisive.

              Elijah preached to the Israelites on the top of Mt. Carmel and said:  “How long halt ye between two opinions?  IF the Lord be God, follow Him:  but if Baal, then follow him.”  Pretty divisive.  

              Every Bible message produces division.  When the invitation is given there is both agreement and rebellion.  The truth produces unity among those who have chosen God’s path and division among those who chose their own path.  There is no middle ground!  Whether I preach on separation, holiness, music, standards, apparel, or friendships, the truth divides the carnal from the spiritual.  If I preach on giving, one part of the crowd says “Amen!” and the other part says “Oh, me!”  



c.   Compromise of truth often unifies.



ILLUS:  If I pussyfoot, preach generalities, never mention specific sins, refuse to take a stand, or compromise the truth, I can get a larger crowd.  If I disregard standards, water down my convictions, refuse to deal with open sin, I will be more popular with the carnal crowd.



II.   A PRAYER FOR UNITY:  



Jn. 17:20-22

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 



ILLUS:  The unity Jesus was praying for was a spiritual unity in Him, not some organizational unity of denominations.  This is the problem with the ecumenical mvmt. expressed by the Charismatics (Pat Robertson, et.al.), the Protestants, the Promise Keepers, the Catholics, etc.  They want to sacrifice unity for union; truth for union.  You say “Aren’t you against homosexuality, abortion, etc.?”  Yes!  But I cannot yoke up with the crowd who believe salvation comes thru works or is retained by works, or who believe in sacraments for salvation, or practice speaking in tongues, healing, etc.? 

Oil and water cannot mix.  Put them both in the same container but there is never any unity.  They will naturally separate.  So it is with truth and error.  You can put oil from one container in another one with oil and they will mix.  The same with 2 containers of water.  But we are foolish in trying to mix the two together.  Unity is not just coming together, it is coming together in one accord!  The early church all believed the same thing and were going in the same direction. 



Union Destroys Unity:  



1.   Unity is based on truth and principle.

 2.   Union is based on compromise.



ILLUS:  There was an unholy union or alliance between wicked King Ahab and godly King Jehoshaphat, but in any compromise, truth and principle suffer and wickedness prevails.  1 Ki. 22:44 says “And Jehoshaphat made peace with the King of Israel.”  And of Jehoshphat it is said that he did “that which was right in the eyes of the Lord,  NEVERTHELESS  the high places were not taken away…”  - idolatry prevailed!  There was union but not spiritual unity.



Unity Isn’t Union:



1.   The disciples were drawn together, not because they necessarily liked each other, but because 

of the Person and doctrine of Christ;  they were polarized by principle.

  2.   When Jesus was crucified and left them they were polarized around Peter; he said “I go a 

  fishing” and they all followed him and backslid together – they stayed together, but they lost their   

            unity in Christ.



ILLUS:  If you tune a piano to a tuning fork, and then tune another instrument to the same tuning fork, they will be in tune with each other.  But if you tune one instrument and then try to tune the other one to that one they will likely not be together.  If I get in tune with the Lord and you are in tune with him we will have unity, we will be in tune with each other.  We can have union without Him, but we can’t have unity without Him!



III.   A PROBLEM WITH UNITY:



Acts 15:36-40  

And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.  And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.  But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.  And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 



    A.   Contention:



1.   Paul and Mark were both good men and spiritual believers, but they disagreed and had to separate.

  2.   It is important to see that while Paul and Mark didn’t get along, Barnabas and Mark did!



a.   As believers we may disagree with another believer, but that doesn’t make him a bad person.  (Mark and Paul reconciled later and in 2 Tim.4:11 Paul says Mark “is profitable to me in the ministry” and God uses Mark to write one of the Gospels!  Satan wins a battle, but doesn’t win the war.)

   b.   Paul has a right not to trust a “quitter” but Barnabas takes a more spiritual approach.

    c.   We need to realize that the believer we have a problem with is still one of God’s children 

    and we need to reconcile our differences for Christ’s sake.

    d.   When we are not in agreement with someone, even if they are wrong, we don’t need to 

    throw them away, we need to view them as broken and try to help them.



ILLUS:  If something is broken it is not always wise to throw it away.  It is often less costly and wiser to have it repaired.   



B.   Contending:



Jude 3

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 



    1.   We are to contend, not be contentious.

    2.   The common denominator for all believers and that which should unify us is “the faith.”



CONCL:  I have not preached this message because of some warfare I know to be taking place at Faith Baptist Church, but rather in an attempt to avoid any unnecessary battles and disunity.  I have also preached this message to help you discern the difference between unity and union.  Unity is spiritual;  union is carnal.  Unity is based on a common Savior, Bible and doctrine.  Union is based on misguided motives and fleshly ambitions and ignores the Truth of Scripture.





“WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’ ”



TEXT:  Acts 16:6-7



THESIS:  To show that God has a higher purpose when He says ‘no’ to His children.



INTRO:  A.  Why haven’t I (or you or a loved one) been healed?  Many have been praying!  Is God deaf?  Uncompassionate, uncaring, unconcerned or unloving?   Why haven’t YOU been healed, blessed, given the money you need to place your children in a Christian school?  Why is that ‘prodigal’ son or daughter not turning around spiritually when you have bathed him or her in prayer?  Why is your marriage failing when you have been faithful in church, and have prayed much about the problems?  You are praying and perhaps others have joined you, but nothing happens.  Are the prayers insincere?  Are the prayers backslidden?  What’s wrong?

                  B.  Maybe a wife has been praying for years for an unsaved husband.  Families pray for a sick child – the child dies!  Why?  May I suggest some possible reasons we can find in the Scriptures.  There may be others, but perhaps these will help explain…



I.   CLOSED DOORS MAY LEAD TO LARGER OPPORTUNITIES:  Paul (text)



    A.   One Closed Door May Mean Another Open Door:



1.  Talk about frustrating; Paul had traveled many miles with great hardships, knowing the heathen pagans in Asia needed to hear the Gospel, only to be told “NO!” by God!



a.   To be stopped from preaching in one village or town, was one thing – there were many other towns – but to be stopped from preaching in Asia

b.  Paul would have to travel over 600 miles over rough terrain to make his exit from the forbidden zone! – Why?

 

2.   Things had been going well and new churches established; now Paul and his fellow laborers are stopped dead in their tracks.  Cf.  v.5



ILLUS:  It doesn’t say so here, but I have no doubt but that Paul prayed for the reason.  Maybe he even fasted.  Surely he asked himself if there was some unconfessed sin in his life, or if one of his partners had done something to upset the Lord.  Certainly he asked “Why?”

                 “WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’ ” it would be well to stop and take spiritual inventory to see if there is some obstacle you can remove, some problem with you that God is trying to get you to correct.  But that is not always the answer.



	3.   Paul was trying to do right, not sitting around waiting for something to happen.



	      a.   Here is a principle:  God leads those already active in His service.

             

ILLUS:  God doesn’t call or lead spiritual bums!  He makes His will known to His servants.  If you expect God to use you, don’t wait around till He hits you on the head – just get busy – then His will will become clear.



b.   Another thing seems clear; God will never lead you to do something greater until you are willing to do something of lesser significance.



        4.   A greater opportunity awaited:  Paul is called to Macedonia (Europe) to plant the Gospel there!



ILLUS:  If Paul had not been redirected to Europe Christianity would have remained an Asian religion.  Europe, England and America would have never become the spiritual lighthouses to fulfill the Great Commission!  God closed one door to open another!   



1 Corinthians 16:5-9

Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia.  And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go.  For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit.  But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.  For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.  (Open doors are not always easy ministries!)



	Perhaps the reason God is saying ‘No’ to your prayers is that He wants you to do something greater for Him!  Maybe that job you were praying about, is not where He wants you.  Maybe that healing you have been praying for is not in the Lord’s best interests.  Or perhaps it is a temporary ‘No’ or a ‘Wait.’ Maybe that closed door is the means to another open door with larger opportunities.

                 I doubt that Paul and his companions ever doubted the Lord’s intentions again when He said ‘No.’ They knew that CLOSED DOORS MAY LEAD TO GREATER OPPORTUNITIES.



II.  DENIED REQUESTS MAY LEAD TO GREATER VICTORIES:  Mary and Martha



John 11:3-6

Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.  When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.  Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.



    A.  A Denied Request May Mean A Greater Miracle:



1.   Mary and Martha and Lazarus were Jesus’ special friends and He had made their home a stopping place to and from Jerusalem; He transformed their humble home into a Palace – every meal into a banquet.

2.   Surely when He heard about Lazarus’ sickness He would drop everything and run to their side…



	    a.   But the Lord had other plans.

                b.   Could it be that their Friend had really refused their appeal?

                c.   Could it be that His preaching was more important than their pain?  



ILLUS:  When He does finally arrive, He finds Mary still sitting lonely and in despair in the house she had so gladly opened to Jesus in happier times.  His delayed blessing had transformed here delight into despair.

We have all been there.  Has God abandoned us?  Has He shut up His bowels of compassion?

Has He forgotten we are His children?  Ps.77:1-9 (10-14)   Before you start accusing the Lord of forgetting you and your need, contemplate His past blessings and goodness to you.

             Before YOU give up on God because of delayed blessing, you need to remember the promise that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us…”   



	3.   But we have read the end of the story!  We know about Lazarus’ resurrection!

4.   Don’t despair “WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’ ” – something better and greater may be just around the corner!



ILLUS:  I doubt if Mary and Martha (and Lazarus!) ever doubted the Lord again.  Whenever He said ‘No’ to them from this time on, they realized that DENIED REQUESTS MAY LEAD TO GREATER VICTORIES!



III.  MYSTERIOUS PAIN MAY LEAD TO MULTIPLIED BLESSINGS:  Job (1,2)



    A.   Today’s Pain May Mean Tomorrow’s Blessings:



	1.   Job loses everything dear to him; home, possessions, wealth, wealth and children!

        	2.   Life seems hopeless, dark and full of despair.



Job 3:11-12

Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly?

Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?



	3.   If anyone had a right to ask ‘Why?’ – Job did – he was a spiritual giant!

         

ILLUS:  Let’s fast forward to the end of the story!  Job went from multiple funerals to multiple births!  He went from great loss to great gain.  He went from despair and dearth to joy and mirth.  God had seemed to say a giant ‘NO’ to Job’s aspirations for his family, his plans and his prosperity.  But his pain had a purpose that only God understood and that Job never received an explanation for all his life.  But what he lacked in understanding, he made up for in joy.  Job learned that TODAY’S PAIN MAY MEAN TOMORROW’S BLESSING



CONCL:    “WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’ ” there is a reason!  He doesn’t have to explain to us, but we have sufficient examples in Script. to know He is too good to be unkind and to wise to make mistakes!  Learn to praise, not pout – “WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’.”

















“MIDNIGHT MADNESS”



TEXT: Acts 16:22-26



THESIS: To show that even dark experiences in a believer’s life may turn out to be a blessing.



INTRO:  A. Every New Year’s Eve the world shows itself in its true colors.  “MIDNIGHT MADNESS” is the order of the day as the world drinks its way into oblivion to usher in the New Year, instead of carefully assessing its errors of the previous year and setting new goals to make the New Year different.  Sinfulness, not sobriety and seriousness characterize the ushering in of each New Year in the world.



 	    B. The devil often operates under the guise of darkness and midnight is often associated with nefarious and sinful activity.  It is the “witching hour.”  The time for renewal becomes a time for evil and even some believers use the late evening hours or early morning hours for backsliding.  “Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil...” John 3:19



TRANS:  Our text reveals one midnight scene where the devil seems to be in control, but God turns things around for His glory.



I.  MADNESS AT MIDNIGHT: v.22-24



    A.   Imprisoned For Preaching:  Cf.v.17



           1.   Often God’s people are persecuted for doing right.

           2.   We shouldn’t be surprised if people don’t appreciate what we stand for.



    B.   Beaten For Casting Out Demons:  Cf.v.18



	1.   The motive behind much resistance to God’s people revolves around profit ($$$)!  v.19

	2.   Of course those who oppose the Gospel will lie about their motives.  v.20,21

	3.   The leaders often dupe their followers, who in turn do their bidding.  v.22



ILLUS:  Christian parents can have their children taken away from them for obeying the Bible re: child discipline and may be labeled “child abusers.”  The motive is money!  Christians place their children in a church-school and that takes money out of the coffers of the public school.  The leaders then accuse the parents of child abuse to get the kids back in the system and get their money back.  The people think this is good, because they have been duped.  They have swallowed the Satanic lie that biblical child discipline is child abuse!  The believers may even go to jail!

Instead of thanking Christians for taking control of their children so they don’t become delinquents, the system punishes them.



    C.   Punished For Doing Right:  v.23-24



Mt. 5:10-12

10	  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11	  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

12	  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 



ILLUS: Bible preachers are often misunderstood and labeled negative for naming names and warning against the wolves in sheep’s clothing.  One preacher who publishes a magazine with many warnings defended his ministry as follows:  “I realize that many people are displeased with my preaching.  I realize that my preaching is more negative than that of the typical ministry today.  I also realize that I am not the perfect Christian, and that I have no authority in myself.  I often agonize over this.  ‘Lord, who am I to preach to others; I am such a miserable excuse of a Christian myself!’ The fact is that I am not preaching myself; I am preaching the Bible. I am sure the prophets of old considered themselves unworthy to proclaim righteousness and truth to others.  No man has ever been worthy to preach God’s Word.  But the fact is that God calls preachers, and He has given them a commission, and I must seek to obey God even if I do it imperfectly and even if I make mistakes.  To be honest, I often wish that I could preach popular things and not have to focus on error, something to make men feel good.  But the fact is that these late hours are characterized by error, and God works mightily in some men to expose it.  	Jeremiah’s heart burned within him and he found that he could not refrain from speaking God’s reproofs.  Do you not think there are prophets of God whose hearts are so inflamed today?”  -- David Cloud, “O Timothy”



II. SADNESS AT MIDNIGHT: 



    A.   Don’t Get Backslidden At Midnight:



           1.   When the darkness moves in, don’t let the devil use it to cause you to backslide.

           2.   The believer is promised that if he will live godly, persecution will come.

  3.   Rather than get backslidden, the believer ought to rejoice knowing he or she is in God’s will!



ILLUS: Don’t let that midnight experience cause you to get bitter.  Don’t let the darkness of your illness, job situation, heartache, family problem, etc. make you depressed.  Turn it into an opportunity to witness and praise the Lord.



    B.   Don’t Make Decisions At Midnight:



1.   The devil wants you to decide without asking for God’s guidance - he wants you to panic and make the wrong moves.

           2.   Don’t make decisions when your decision maker is broken or you will live to regret them.

  3.   Never make a move when things are not going well - don’t push the panic button and run.



III. GLADNESS AT MIDNIGHT:  v.25



    A.   Praying and Praising In The Midnight Hour:



1.   Naked, cold, and in a dungeon with their backs bleeding from the horrible beating they had  received (v.22), they were able to praise the Lord and sing because they knew they did right and were in God’s will!

	2.   There is power in truth and blessing in doing right!

	3.   Note the phrase in v.25b “and the prisoners heard them.”  



ILLUS:  We are always witnessing, whether we know it or not.  Others are watching how we respond to our negative circumstances.

    B.   Midnight Ushers In A New Day (Year):



           1.   Our dark experiences may be used of the Lord to bring about great blessing.  v.31-34

           2.   Midnight may be the opportunity for a new beginning.



ILLUS:  Eleven fifty-nine is P.M., Midnight is A.M.!  This is the way we need to look at our dark experiences.  One thing is certain: things will change!  You say, “Yeah, I know...they will get worse!”  But remember that “Our extremities are God’s opportunities!”



	3.   Perhaps you are in the darkness so that you can see God better.

4.   Maybe in the darkness you no longer are looking at the “things” around you which have be-come your supports and you must now trust in God alone.

	5.   What better time than NOW to start out fresh and make some positive commitments?

	

   C.   God Is Good At Midnight As Well As At Midday!



ILLUS: Many people only praise the Lord in the good times.  Paul and Silas praised the Lord while they were in their worst time.  They realized that though circumstances change, God doesn’t!

	He is the God of the darkness as well as the God of the light.  He created both!  He is in your midnight!  Praise Him!  You have lost your job.  Praise Him anyway.  You child is sick.  Sing His praises.  You have lost a loved one.  Give Him the glory.  



Ps. 42:8

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 



CONCL: Don’t let “MIDNIGHT MADNESS” overtake you!  Don’t join in the world’s unholy revelry tonight.  Decide that you will use the New Year as a new opportunity to serve the Lord and your “mid-night experience” as an opportunity to praise the Lord.





 “A NEW LIFE FOR THE NEW YEAR”



TEXT:  Acts 17:16-21



THESIS:  To reveal some of the new things given or promised to the believer at the new birth.



INTRO:  A.  The wisest man who ever lived wrote:  “There is no new thing under the sun.”  But that was in the “Old” Testament.  In the “New” Testament there are several “new” things:  the New Covenant, the New Heavens, the New Earth, the New Jerusalem, etc.



ILLUS:  In our text we are told that the Athenians “spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some NEW thing.”  V.21 We live in an Athenian society!  Everyone wants to hear about something “new.”  (That’s why we have so many “new” versions of the Bible, that, and the fact that they make money!)  We are avid “news” paper readers and watchers and listeners of the TV and radio “news.” 



            B.  But the greatest “new” thing on earth is the “new” creature in Christ of 2 Cor. 5:17.  Every 

“new” creature has 5 “new” things promised or given to him at salvation…



I.  A NEW BODY:  



Phil. 3:21

Who shall change our vile (!) body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious (!) body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 



     A.   The “New Creature” Has Been “Cut Loose”:



Col. 2:11

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 



           1.   A circumcision involves a cutting.

           2.   When you became a “new creature” your soul and body were “cut loose” from each other.



ILLUS:  We still have a body of flesh, but we are not “stuck” to it.  When we die we will be “absent… Present…” Thus we can be “like Him” and “we shall all be changed.”  We have a body, but we are not just a body.   We are inferior now, we shall be superior later.

A man goes to a psychiatrist and says “I have an inferiority complex.”  After treatment, the psyChiatrist says:  “You don’t have a complex…you ARE inferior!”  So are we all now, but it “doth not yet appear what we shall be…”



    B.   The “New Creature” Will One Day Have A New Body:



ILLUS:  The blind will see, the cripple will walk, the deaf will hear, the sick will be well, the idiot will become an intellect (deacons will be spiritual, preachers will be slim and have hair!).



II.  A NEW WALK:



1 Jn. 1:6            

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 



    A.   The New Creature Is Identified By A New Walk:



            1.   We are to walk by faith, not by sight.



ILLUS:  Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer was asked, “Isn’t it terrible that you are blind?”  She replied, “There is no blindness as terrible as spiritual blindness.”  She wrote: “I shall SEE my Savior first of all.”  She received new sight when she got saved and could then walk in the light of the Lord.



	2.   We are to “walk in truth”:



3 John 4

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 



ILLUS:  You can tell a lot about a man by his walk.  The infantry man walks 120 steps..  A farmer in a Madison Ave. exec. Suit still walks like a farmer.  A Christian ought to have a new walk!  Paul said “be ye followers of me as I am of Christ.”



	3.   The “new creature” should have a walk which defines his purpose as a bel.

         	4.   His direction should be different and his lifestyle should change.



III.  A NEW HOPE: 



Titus 2:13 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 



   A.   Our Old Hope Was No Hope:



Eph. 2:12

That at that time ye were without Christ, …having no hope, and without God in the world: 



Prov. 11:7

When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth. 



Jer. 18:12

And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart. 



   B.   Our New Hope Is Heaven:



           1.   Our new hope is not in a thing, but in a Living Person.

           2.   Our new hope is not a thing, but a Person.

           3.   Our new hope is not only heaven, but holiness, happiness and Him!



IV.  A NEW OCCUPATION:



Heb. 13:9

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 



    A.   The Former Occupation:



	1.   Self, sin and selfishness.

         	2.   Works, work, religion and food.



ILLUS:  Formerly our occupation was with our occupation and what it could provide to care for us.  We did what we did for us and our comfort.  We do the same things, we just do them with different motives.



B.   The New Occupation:



	1.   Jesus said:  “Occupy till I come…”

         	2.   We have a new occupation; we are occupied with Him and His interests.



ILLUS:  We replace Playboy with Philippians, rock music with the Rock of ages (Psalms, hymns, spir. Songs.), illicit sex with the Savior, booze with the Bible, good works with God’s will, new cars with new cares and old emptiness with new fullness!  Are YOU a new creature?



V.   NEW STANDING:



1 Jn. 4:17

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 



     A.   We Are Sinlessly Perfect From His Viewpoint:



     B.   We Are Declared Righteous Based On His Righteousness:



ILLUS:  We have been “accepted in the Beloved.” A soldier came home from the war to a lovely, expensive mansion on Long Island.  He told a sad story of the son of that home and how he had died on the battlefield.  Then he handed the parents a letter.  It read:  “Dear mom and dad…this is Paul Mason.  Give him what he needs and what he wants.  He tried his best to save me, accept him in my place.  Love, Your Son, Tom.”   I have a letter with the Son’s name on it in heaven which says:  “I saved him and you can accept him in my place.  Signed:  Jesus Christ!



CONCL:  If you are saved you will get a NEW BODY, you have a NEW WALK, a NEW HOPE, a NEW OCCUPATION, and a NEW STANDING and even a NEW HOME!  Are YOU saved





"TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN GOD"



TEXT: Acts 17:22-31



THESIS: To show that the Unknown God is knowable to anyone who believes Divine revelation.



INTRO: A. There is a monument in Arlington Natl. Cemetery called the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  An unidentified soldier from each of our wars is entombed and enshrined there.  This tomb says that somebody, somewhere, fought for his country, bled and died, but nobody knows his name, rank or serial No.



                B. In ancient Greece there was an altar erected tot he unknown god. They had 30,000 gods in Greece but just in case they missed one, they erected this one. They didn't know his name, rank or serial number, but did not want to chance his wrath in case he did exist.  They were "hedging their bets."



ILLUS:  In modern Greece (America) we get our "republican" form of government fm Greece, build our places of higher learning with Greek architecture, teach Greek philosophy and education in our schools and even join Greek sororities, Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Phi Lambda, etc and we, like the ancient Athenians have lost God again!  We again worship the unknown god of ancient Greece!



TRANS: Note the contrasts: Paul, the itenerant, tentmaker stands among the philosophers, poets, artists and warriors.  An obscure Jew preaches from where Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and Demosthenes demonstrated their oratory. The small-in-stature Paul stood in the spot of the "intellectuals" and preached the "foolishness" of the Gospel!  He doesn't dress it up, but fires broadside!



I.  THE WORSHIP OF THE UNKNOWN GOD: v.22-23



    A.   Based on Superstition (not Revelation!):  v.22



ILLUS: They wanted some "new doctrine" v.19 or to hear some "new thing" v.21 and they would hear both from Paul here at the gossip center of Athens.  Paul is about to make this "THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN GOD"...

            1.   They believed men came from animals!

            2.   They believed men could bring in a Golden Age with out the Messiah!

            3.   They believed the universe was eternal and evolving!

            4.   They believed in many gods!



NOTE: This is all superstition and cannot be scientifically proven.  Men today believe the same things and call it science!



    B.   Based on Ignorance (not Knowledge!): v.23



NOTE: They wanted "new doctrine" and got it!  Paul told them they were ignorant not intelligent; superstitious not superior!



           1.   Paul will now blast their superstition.

           2.   Paul will now build on their ignorance.



NOTE: The master-preacher with soul-winner begins with what they know (or think they know) to take them to what they do not know.  He has found a point of contact; a "frame of reference" a "transition theme."



II.  THE WORK OF THE UNKNOWN GOD:   "Him declare I unto you..."



ILLUS:  Paul is going to "declare" God, not explain Him, argue about Him or even attempt to define Hinh.



    A.   Their "Unknown God" is the True God:  v.24



       	1.   "God"...not gods...no pantheism or plurality!

       	2.   "God"...not unknown...no atheism or agnosticism!



    B.   Their "Unknown God" is the Creator-God:



       	1.   He "made the world"...by a creative act!  v.24



a.   This countered the Epicurian philosophy which regarded the universe as an accident, work of chance.

                  b.   This countered the Stoic philosophy that the universe always existed, was never created.



       	2.   He "made of ONE BLOOD all the nations of men...": v.26



          	       a.   This countered their ideas of evolution...1 blood...Adam!



NOTE: Evolution teaches that there are many basic stocks of humanity which were all more or less evolving at the same time.  God says we all have "one blood" i.e., from one man!  Evolution fails to explain how man's blood differs from that of all the animals from which we supposedly evolved!  (NOTE: All the new "Bibles" omit "blood" here!  Yet all 4 families of MSS contain the word!)



          	       b.   This countered their ideas of contacting Him:



                         1)   Temples and idols are useless: v.24

             	 2)   Offerings and services are useless: v.25



ILLUS: Paul teaches them another "new doctrine" that the true God doesn't need them...they NEED HIM!  That no matter how many altars and temples they made there was always one God who existed outside their worship-system.



III. THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE UNKNOWN GOD:



    A.   They Should Seek Him:  v.27-29



ILLUS: Another "new doctrine"!  God cannot be contacted with eyes or fingers or the 5 senses (though He has left evidence to be examined), but with the heart! He may be unknown, but not unknowable!



       	1.   He is not existential, nor transcendent!  v.27b

       	2.   He is as close as our breath: Jn. 4:24.

       	3.   He is our Creator, we His "offspring" (not children!).



     B.   They Will Be Judged by Him:  v.30-31



       	1.   Paul shifts fm natural revelation to supernatural revelation.

       	2.   Paul goes from seeking to judgment!

       	3.   Paul goes from man's gods to the God-man!



ILLUS: Divine judgment cannot be reasoned out or discovered by natural revelation alone.  This "new doctrine" must be discovered by supernatural revelation. This judgment will be "in righteousness"...none qualify!  Socrates, a homosexual; Plato, a snob; Aristotle, conceited...all sinners! What he gave them was not a popular "new doctrine"!



CONCL: The Witness of the Unknown God is basically rejected:



  	 1.   Some mocked...as some still do!  (Rejection and ridicule)  v.32a

  	 2.   Some procrastinated...as some still do! (Postponement and indecision) v.32b

  	 3.   Some believed...as some still do!  (Acceptance and salvation)  v.34





BELIEVERS OF THAT ‘WAY’



TEXT:  Acts 19:9,23; 22:4; 24:22



INTRO:  A.  So far we have studied 13 names given to believers by the Lord in His Word.  They are sons, saints, soldiers, stewards, servants, brethren, Christians, ambassadors, fishers of men, kings and priests.  These names not only describe us, they define us.  Today we will examine one final name which perhaps says more about the believe than any other: believers of that ‘way.’

                 B.  Jesus said:  “I am the Way…”  Those who believed in Him were said to be believers of 

that “way.”  They realized that those who identified with Christ embraced a body of belief which was incredible to them.  There were certain things which were accepted by believers then and continue to be today, which set them and us apart from others.  In this lesson we will set forth 7 things about our Savior which are basic, critical, imperative and non-negotiable for those who believe in Him.  Believers may differ on some non-essential doctrines, but as to the Person and work of Christ, these beliefs are at the core of what a believer really is.  It is in these areas that the cults deviate and thus are not true believers and are considered unorthodox and deviant.



I.  THE UNARGUEABLE ETERNALITY and DEITY OF CHRIST:  John 1:1-3



Jesus Had No Beginning:



1.   He is the eternal Son of God.



ILLUS:  This is one of the main errors of the J/W’s.  They believe that Jesus was a created being and not very God, but “a god.”



 2.   He was “in the beginning with God.” 



 a.   Jesus didn’t just begin at Bethlehem.

 b.   He was eternally co-existent with the Father.

 c.   In Bethlehem He simply clothed Himself with humanity; i.e., He added humanity to Deity 

 and became the God-man.



B.   Jesus Was God:



    1.   Only God can be eternal, without beginning nor end.

    2.   Jesus said “before Abraham was, I am.”



      a.   First He was stating His preexistence.

b.   Secondly He was identifying Himself with the “I am” of Exodus, and the Jews knew it and were incensed and wanted to stone Him.



John 8:58-59

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 



II.  THE INCREDIBLE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST:  Matt. 1:18; Lk. 1:30-35



The Stumblingblock Doctrine:



ILLUS:  The liberals, skeptics, agnostics and Bible-rejecters all scoff at this doctrine. They are like those who in Jesus’ day sneered “Is not this the carpenter’s son?” and “We be not born of fornication…!”



   1.   This doctrine must be accepted by faith in the innerant Word of God.

   2.   This doctrine must be accepted by faith without biological or “scientific” evidential support.



ILLUS:  The deity of Christ, His claims to be co-equal with God, the veracity of Scripture and the whole fabric of our faith rises and falls with this incredible doctrine!  We believe it because God says so in His Word, not because of biological evidence.  The miraculous aspect of His birth was His conception, not the birth which was normal in every respect.



III.  THE AMAZING SINLESS LIFE OF CHRIST:  Heb. 4:15



    A.   Sinless Perfection:



           1.   It was the Virgin Birth which caused our Savior to be born without a sin nature, thus there 

           was nothing in Him which could respond to sin.

  2.   It wasn’t that He just didn’t sin, it was that He couldn’t sin!  He was God.



ILLUS:  If Jesus could have sinned, then He can still sin.  “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever.”  Heb. 13:8    If Jesus can still sin then our salvation is in constant jeopardy.

              We are to be being “conformed to the image” of Christ and though we may never reach sinless perfection in this life, we should striving to be victorious.  We should cut off as many areas of temptation in our life as possible.



IV.  THE WONDERFUL VICARIOUS DEATH OF CHRIST:  2 Cor. 5:21



Taking Our Place:



ILLUS:  The word vicarious means to take the place of another.  When the Titanic went down a preacher gave up his life jacket to another passenger.  He told him that he was saved and would go to heaven, so it was better that he die, so the young man would have a chance to get saved.  He made him promise to attend a certain church when he was rescued.  He did and got saved.  He was indebted to that preacher not only for his life, but for eternity!  So it is for every believer.  The difference is that when Christ died in our place, he took our punishment and became the means to our salvation.  Something that preacher could not do.



His death is wonderful because He took our punishment; bore the wrath of a holy God against  

our sin.

          2.  Heaven is only possible for sinners because Jesus took our hell!



1V   THE INEXPLICABLE VICTORIOUS RESURRECTION OF CHRIST:  1 Cor. 15:3-4



A.   An Out-Of-The Grave Experience:



 Like the Virgin Birth of Christ, the resurrection of our Savior cannot be explained, it must 

just be accepted, on the authority of Scripture.

  2.   However, unlike the Virgin Birth, the resurrection had many witnesses.

  3.   There is a sense in which the resurrection confirms the Virgin Birth!



ILLUS:  If Christ had not risen from the dead, doubt would have been cast on all His other claims and attributes.  Even His miracles could have been rationalized.  But His resurrection silences the critics.  All their religious gurus, teachers, preachers, and leaders are still in their graves!  He alone lives!



VI.  THE ESSENTIAL ONGOING MINISTRY OF CHRIST:  1 Tim. 2:5



ILLUS:  Praise the Lord His work did not end on the cross nor even when He came out of the grave.  He lives so He can continue His ministry to we “BELIEVERS IN THAT ‘WAY.”  



    A.   He Is Our Mediator:  1 Tim. 2:5



1.   Because sinful man cannot go before a holy God, there has to be a ‘go between’ or mediator.



    B.   He Is Our Intercessor:  Rom. 8:34



ILLUS:  As our High Priest, He carries our burdens upon His shoulders and our cares over His heart.  Our names are inscribed upon His hands.  He never forgets us.  He knows about our needs because He is omniscient.  He cares about our problems because He is compassionate.  He can meet our needs because He is omnipotent.  And He can compensate for our loneliness because He is omnipresent.



VII.  THE GLORIOUS VISIBLE RETURN OF CHRIST:  1 Thes. 4:16-17



Believers Won’t Get Left Behind:



ILLUS:  The #1 hardcover bestseller this week is the latest in the “Left Behind” series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins.  The setting for this 7 book series (presently), is what happens to those left behind at the Rapture and how they survive the Tribulation.  It makes fascinating reading.  It popularizes the Scripture.  It has scared several people into reexamining Who Jesus is and whether the Bible is what it claims to be.  (See attached)



The saved of this age will be taken to heaven at the Rapture.

The unsaved will be left behind for the Tribulation.

The saved will return with Christ at the Revelation.

The unsaved will have been purged from the earth during the Tribulation.

The millennium will begin with only saved people; some in glorified bodies and some in 

natural bodies.



CONCL:  “BELIEVERS OF THAT ‘WAY’” believe all that the Bible has to say, but these are some of the necessary doctrines which must be accepted.  

      As sons we need to live so as not to bring reproach on our Father.

      As saints we need to live holy lives.

      As sheep we must be constantly dependent on Him.

      As stewards we must be careful with anything He entrust with us.

      As servants we must do His will.

      As brethren we have an obligation to one another.

      As Christians all we do reflects on His Name.

      As disciples we must be faithful followers.

      As ambassadors we must represent Him before others with His message.

      As fishers of men we must be constantly seeking those who are lost.

      As kings and priests we have present and future privileges and responsibilities to fulfill.

      As believers of that ‘way’ we must stay doctrinally sound.









“TRACKING WOLVES”



TEXT:  Acts 20:27-31



THESIS:  To warn church members about the wolves who scatter and devour the sheep.



INTRO:  A.  For 3 years Paul warned his people in the church at Ephesus of the wolves!  (This passage is often applied to soul winning, but the main interpretation is about “TRACKING WOLVES.”)   Jesus also warned his flock to beware the wolves,



Mt. 10:16

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 



Jn. 10:12

But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 



           B.   If Paul spent 3 years and Jesus emphasized “TRACKING WOLVES” maybe it would be

profitable for us too!



1   KINDS OF WOLVES:  



A.   Evening Wolves:  



Zeph. 3:3

Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow. 



Hab. 1:8

Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 



   1.   Wolves like to hunt under cover of darkness.



ILLUS:  Church wolves like to do their damage in the hallways, the parking lot, etc. The female wolves hang around the nursery and chew on the bones of the pastor and other sheep in the church.



    2.   They pretend to be sheep themselves.



Mt. 7:15

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 



ILLUS:  These false prophets have smooth teaching, charismatic personalities, and use just enough Scripture to deceive the true sheep.  Beware!  





Jer. 23:1

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 



B.   Ravening Wolves:  Mt. 7:15 (above)



  1.   The word “ravening” means to “pull to pieces, rend, divide.”

  2.   These wolves are viscous and devastating to the flock. 



    C.   Grievous Wolves:  Acts 20:28



  1.   The word “grievous” means “burdensome.”

  2.   That’s why Paul said he ceased not to warn “every one night and day with tears” for 3 years!



ILLUS:  I got an unsigned letter from a “friend” of one of the “hurting sheep” in FBC  that “the Pastor” as been neglecting.  This “friend” said that she too would lose all respect for me if I didn’t visit this poor sheep.  The problem is she didn’t know that the last time I visited there, I was accused of misconduct by this person!  And that I have nevertheless spent more time with this person’s problems than most anybody.

People come to the Pastor and announce “Pastor, people have been coming to me…” Why you?  Because you will listen!  Send them to me!  But it brings them satisfaction that people are coming to them who will not come to the Pastor and they can handle the problems the Pastor can’t handle.  “I don’t want to betray their confidence by telling you who they are.”  No but you will betray the Pastor and God’s work by listening to them. Shame!

	They are like Absalom who intercepted the people who wanted to talk to King David.  He wanted to meet their needs.  He wanted to be King!



11   CHARACTERISTICS OF WOLVES:



    A.   They Travel In Packs:  (The “lone wolf” is the exception - he has been rejected)



  1.   They are too cowardly to do their mayhem by themselves.

  2.   They always seem to find other wolves to help them scatter the flock.



B.   They Eat Dead Flesh:  (They have carnal appetites)



  1.   Wolves are scavengers and feed on the putrid, rotting flesh of dead things.

  2.   We need to keep the flesh out of the church and not cater to fleshly appetites.



ILLUS:  We need to beware the CCM musicians and their music: Amy Grunt, Grieve Green, Pity Patti, etc.  We need to watch how our choir members, S.S. teachers, and other workers dress.  (Many churches have allowed their women workers to dress like men, now they have men dressing in skirts and wearing lipstick, perfume, jewelry, earrings, makeup, wearing long hair, etc.).

	

C.   They Eat Regurgitated Food:  (Especially when young)



ILLUS:  Dr. Larry Brown told this story:  A 15 yr old girl was expecting a baby.  The Pastor was meeting with the heartbroken family and trying to salvage the girls life.  He said “Mrs. Wiggle Jaw came to the Pastor and said something ought to be done about it soon, that no little girl who is expecting should be running around the church, etc.

	She kept running her mouth until after several days someone informed her that the	father of that little baby was her own son!  Now she shut up and didn’t want the Pastor to kick them out and that he should be loving and kind and help, etc.



    D.   They Attack The Sick, Weak and Young: (squirrels, rabbits, mice, deer, etc.)



    E.   They All Want To Be Pack Leader (They resent pastoral authority)



1.   They resent passages like 1 Peter 5:1-4 and Heb.13:7,17; shepherds and wolves are natural enemies.

2.   They say “We don’t obey man, we obey God” but according to the above Scriptures you can’t obey God with out obeying God’s man.

		

Heb. 13:7

Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 



Heb. 13:17

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 



ILLUS:  Aaron and Hur didn’t hold up their hands to see victory, they held up Moses’ hands - then the victory was assured!



F.   The “Alpha Male” and His Mate Travel Together: (the female leads him!)



ILLUS:  He is the apparent leader of the pack, but she walks just behind him and he looks back now and then to see where she is.  That little female trotting behind him is calling the shots.  

Most men in churches who try to run the preacher are being run by some female at home.  When she finds out she can’t run the preacher, she tries to run him and if they can’t lead, they leave!



111   DEFENSE AGAINST WOLVES:  



A.   Mark and Avoid Them:



Rom. 16:17

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 



B.   Enlist Some Good Wolf Dogs:



  1.   I have some people here to whom no one goes with a bad report about me.

  2.   I have some wolf dogs here who will protect the sheep at any cost to themselves.



C.   Climb Higher:



1.   Sheep can’t outrun wolves so God gave them a keen sense of smell and when wolves are in the area, if they are healthy, they can smell them and they start to climb higher.

  2.   Day by day they climb higher till they get where the air is thin and the wolves don’t like it.

  3.   The old sheep love that thin air and they like it higher up!



CONCL:  You need to learn to identify and “TRACK WOLVES.”  When you hear that howl, or smell that scent, you need to climb higher!





"GIVE, GIVE, GIVE, GIVE!"

or "HOW TO HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR"



TEXT: Acts 20:35b



THESIS: To show that the true spirit of Christmas is giving.



INTRO: A. People get angry and backslidden and upset with the church or the preacher and complain that all they ever hear when they come to church is "GIVE, GIVE, GIVE, GIVE!"  It's true!  In fact it's Bible!  God so loved that He GAVE. Christ so loved that He gave!  The spirit of Christ is giving.  The spirit of Christianity is giving.  And the spirit of Christmas is giving.



ILLUS: It is interesting that those who stop coming to church because they are always asking for money, don't stop going to Vets Stadium because they are always asking for money, or don't stop going out to eat because they are always asking for money.  (At least at church no-one charges you a set amount for the services; no one ever hands you a bill or stops you from

attending if you fail to pay!)



                B. In America this year we will spend over $10 billion at Christmas. The average person will buy 30 gifts.  $150 million will be spent on gifts. $35 million will be spent on trees.  $4 million on cards.  But when the church asks for money, the response is often "GIVE, GIVE, GIVE, GIVE! ... that's all do is ask for money over there!"



TRANS: Tucked away in the book of Acts is this little quote from our Savior. It is not recorded anywhere else, but it is the philosophy of Christ summarized in just 9 words: "It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive." Today I want to give you 4 ways to fulfill this philosophy of giving this Christmas...



I.  GIVE TO CHRIST:



ILLUS: The tradition of giving at Christmas came from the gifts the wise men gave when they first came to worship the Christ child.  There is no real worship apart from giving. Their gifts were faith gifts.  They gave gold to this infant recognizing His Deity, frankincense speaking of the sinless perfection (fragrance) of His life and myrrh of His sacrificial death.



QUES: How can we today "GIVE TO CHRIST?"



    A.   Thru Others:



Mt. 25:40  

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 



     1.   When you give anything in His Name to others (missionaries, the poor, etc.) you give to Him.

            2.   When you give time, talent or tithes in the ministry, you give to Christ.



    B.   Thru the Church:



1.   The Church is the Body of Christ, so when we give to the church we give to His Body, i.e. Him.

       	2.   Every dime and dollar given in the offering plate here is given to the Lord Himself.



ILLUS: "I can't afford to give to the church.  I wish I had something to give."  Borrow it!  How hypocritical that we will borrow money to give gifts to others at Christmas, or to buy a car, or to buy a house, and then are shocked when someone suggests we do the same to give to the church.



II. GIVE IN TO CHRIST:



Col. 1:18  

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 



    A.   Yield Your Body To Him:



            1.   We should be immersed in His will.

            2.   He is our Head and should have the preeminence...not just the prominence.



Rom. 6:12-13  

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.

13   Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 



    B.   Yield Your Sin To Him:



            1.   Give up your habit to Him this Christmas.



ILLUS: One Pastor reported that a wife came to him at Christmas time and said that she had placed a note under the tree at home wrapped as a gift, and marked for her husband that said: "I am giving up smoking for you this Christmas."  She did and the husband said it was the best gift he had ever received for Christmas.  Why not gift wrap your habit and give it to Christ this Christmas?



             2.   Why not "give in" to Christ this Christmas?



ILLUS: When Paul was under conviction on the road to Damascus, the Lord said to him; "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks."  The Lord had been convicting him, prodding him to give in to Christ probably thru the sermon of Stephen, his dying testimony, his final prayer and his shining face...and he was fighting it! It took Stephen's death to win Saul.  What will it take to win your sin over?



III. GIVE UP SOMETHING FOR CHRIST:



    A.   Jesus Gave Up His Majesty:



Phil. 2:5-7   

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6   Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7   But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 



    B.   Paul Gave Up All For Christ:



Phil. 3:7-8   

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

8 Yea doubtless, and I count ALL THINGS but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 



    C.   We Need To Give Up Something For Christ:



Mt. 19:27-29  

27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?

28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 



ILLUS: Too many of us are like the buzzard feeding on a dead rabbit carcass on a piece of ice heading for the waterfall.  He kept pecking and pecking with one eye on the waterfall getting closer and closer.  At the last minute he went to fly away and found his feet were frozen to the ice and he crashed to his death.  Many of us will wait till too late before we forsake something for the Savior He has been dealing with us about.



IV. GIVE OUT FOR CHRIST:



    A.   Give Out Tracts.



    B.   Give Out the Gospel.



    C.   Give Out Invitations to Church.



ILLUS: Anyone can give out tracts at the Mall at Christmas.  Anyone can give out the Gospel to loved ones at Christmas. Anyone can give out invitations to church at Christmas ...especially this year, since we will have both a Christmas Eve and Christmas morning service.



CONCL: "GIVE, GIVE, GIVE, GIVE!"  That's the message of Christmas.  GIVE TO CHRIST.  GIVE IN TO CHRIST.  GIVE UP SOMETHING FOR CHRIST. GIVE OUT FOR CHRIST.  That's "HOW TO HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR!"





"CHARTING A COURSE FOR SHIPWRECK"



TEXT: Acts 27:6-13



THESIS: Learn to trust God regardless of the circumstances, the crowd, or comfort.



INTRO: A. The fog was like a wet blanket that covered everything.  We were in a small boat and couldn't see a thing.  We could hear the whistle warning us of the rocks but it was difficult to tell its direction.  We had two choices: trust our instincts or trust the compass.  The Capt. decided to trust his instincts and we were "CHARTING A COURSE FOR SHIPWRECK".  I was fearful and saw the water depth declining and the compass reading "west" instead of "east" - which would have been out to sea.  Finally the Capt. decided to trust the compass and came about and headed away from the rocks!  We narrowly averted shipwreck.



                B.   In I Tim.1:19 God says "Holding faith (our compass), and a good conscience; which some, having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck." Then in our text He gives us an account of a voyage which ended in shipwreck.  It is not in the Bible just to give us an exciting story, but sets forth principles, so believers in every age can avoid shipwreck...



I.  YOU ARE HEADED FOR SHIPWRECK WHEN YOU PLACE IMPULSE OVER FAITH: V.7A,9A



    A.   Impatient:



           1.   Someone defined faith as being when the Word of God is enough!



ILLUS: Faith is our compass to help us avoid shipwreck.  If we have God's Word on the subject we don't need anything else.  We don't need to tingle, we don't need a feeling, a vision, a miracle or anything else.  But we do need patience.  We need to learn to trust Him and not run ahead of Him.



2.   When things move too slowly for us we have a tendency to become impatient and want to make things happen.



    B.   Impulsive:



ILLUS: Did you ever get impatient with someone in front of you going to slowly and decide to ignore the double yellow lines and pass anyway...and then get into trouble or nearly have an accident?

        On the way in from fishing in the Delaware Bay my wife and I were nearing the inlet.  I saw the Cape May-Lewes ferry heading in also and I knew if I didn't get there first I would have to wait till she docked and lose a lot of time.  I decided to race her to the inlet.  There were rock pile jetties on either side; the giant ferry was really moving quickly, I gunned the 70 HP motor on our 16 ft. boat.  My wife nearly went into cardiac arrest, but we made it before the ferry.  If I had miscalculated or the motor, which hadn't been running too well, had failed, we could have become ship-wrecked on the rocks.  We made it.



1.   In the spiritual realm, it doesn't ever pay to become impatient or impulsive...we must trust the Lord.





I Tim. 1:19  

Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: 



          2.   Spiritual shipwreck is on the horizon if we place impulse over faith.



ILLUS: Abraham and Sarah, because of impatience, acted impulsively and produced Ishmael instead of waiting on the promise of God's Word for Isaac.  Result? Shipwreck for centuries for Israel.



II. YOU ARE HEADED FOR SHIPWRECK WHEN YOU PLACE EXPERIENCE OVER WISDOM: v.10-11



    A.   The Man Of Experience:  "...the master and owner of the ship"



1.   The verse doesn't say the Centurion didn't believe Paul at all, just that he believed the ship-master more.

2.   He trusted the one who had the most hours sailing over the one who had the most hours praying.

           3.   Experience at the helm won out over experience at walking with God.



ILLUS: Wisdom is the ability to see things from God's perspective.  God gave Solomon great wisdom and he in turn wrote the book of Proverbs to impart that wisdom to his son Rehoboam.  Rehoboam didn't heed the wisdom of his father to seek godly counsel from the older men and though he consulted them, he decided to go to his peers, the young men and obeyed their counsel.  The outcome was that the Kingdom was torn and ten tribes split.



    B.   The Man of God:



Prov. 15:12  

A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise. 



1.   One who rejects the wisdom of the man of God because he often must often reprove, is a scorner of wisdom.

          2.   Faith will seek out the wisdom of God and unbelief will seek out the experience of man.



ILLUS: Many think the music director has more wisdom about the music and atmosphere for preaching than the man of God.  Others think that a businessman has more wisdom about the church's finances than the preacher.  If the preacher walks with God he will have more insight than anyone else who may have experience or is an "expert" in his field.



III. YOU ARE HEADED FOR SHIPWRECK WHEN YOU PLACE COMFORT OVER OBEDIENCE: V.12a



    A.   Discomfort Beats Shipwreck!



       	1. The word "commodious" means comfortable or convenient.

2. The name of this place was "The Fair Havens" (v.8), but it didn't suit the passengers who desired a more comfortable place to winter.

3.   When people get comfort-minded, they will measure a ministry of a man of God based on that factor alone.



a.   If he or the ministry makes them uncomfortable, via conviction, service, sacrifice, etc. they will soon be gone!

          	        b.   But obedience is the criteria, not comfort.



ILLUS: Lot made the more "comfortable" choice than Abraham and lost his home, flocks, herds, wife, sons-in-law, reputation, testimony and what little morality he had left by committing incest with his two daughters!  Not a good trade off!  (See incest article, attached)

        Folks leave an area and good church because the promise of a better job, two bucks an hour more, a company car and benefits and end up losing their kids and their sprituality.  Not a good trade off!



4.   If you make your decisions based on what's comfortable over obedience you are "CHARTING A COURSE FOR SHIPWRECK!"



IV. YOU ARE HEADED FOR SHIPWRECK WHEN YOU PLACE THE MAJORITY OVER PRINCIPLE: V.12



    A.   God's Will Is Voted Down:  "...the more part..."



           1.   There are many things which God never intended us to vote on.

           2.   God is never concerned about what the majority think.

           3.   God rarely, if ever, works with the majority.

           4.   The majority is usually as carnal as the devil.



Ex. 23:2  

Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: 



ILLUS: If we are to believe the Media today, juries are no longer necessary. Defendants are tried in the court of public opinion, after the Media tells us what to believe!  God says the Israelites were never to pervert justice by being influenced by the crowd.

        We do not live in a Democracy; America is a constitutional republic governed by principles in a document.  A democracy is mob rule.  The Media would like us to believe we are in a democracy because than demands rule by public opinion and public opinion is established by the Media!



          5.   Whenever God's will is put up for a vote, God's will is voted down.



V.  YOU ARE HEADED FOR SHIPWRECK WHEN YOU PLACE CIRCUMSTANCES OVER GOD'S WILL: v.13a



    A.   The Only Sure Thing About Circumstances Is That They Will Change!



1. Because the "south wind blew softly" the majority decided that was an indication that they should set sail for a more comfortable port.

2.   Over two weeks later, after a horrible storm, and sea sickness, and 14 days of eating nothing (v.33), they finally lose the ship and everything they owned, they finally jump overboard clinging to parts of the ship and barely escaping with their lives!



CONCL: You are "CHARTING A COURSE FOR SHIPWRECK" when you get impatient and placd IMPULSE OVER FAITH, EXPERIENCE OVER WISDOM, COMFORT OVER OBEDIENCE, THE MAJORITY OPINION OVER BIBLE PRINCIPLE and CIRCUMSTANCES OVER GOD'S WILL!  You are "CHARTING A COURSE FOR HELL" if you reject the Son of God!





“CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOUR SHIP IS SINKING”



TEXT:  Acts 27:22-25



INTRO:   A.  70+ miles from shore off Cape May, 30 ft. waves, in a 53 ft. boat, darkness, powerful wind and waves battering us – 8 fishermen (5 preachers!) and 2 crew members.  It was very quiet as we huddled inside the cramped cabin, except for a large ice-filled chest sliding and slamming back and forth across the deck, the creaking of the hull as it was first lifted high on the crest of the wave and then slammed down into the valley, the whining of the engines as the props cleared the water…Nearby another ship would sink.  It seemed an eternity but our ordeal only lasted a few hours.

                B.  In our text for 14 long days and nights, the wind howled, the waves crashed, the chilling rain beat the bodies of the 276 passengers, no doubt fearful and huddled together into small groups; even the seasoned sailors and captain were helpless and probably hopeless.  Day after long day they were brutally battered…silence prevailed, hope of survival was fading…then Paul breaks the silence.



TRANS:  Paul’s words of hope shone like a lighthouse from an otherwise dark coastline.  They still give hope to those whose ship seems to be sinking…



I.  GOD ISN’T FINISHED WITH US YET:  v.24



ILLUS:  You say:  “How do you know?”  Because we are still here!



    A.   An Unfinished Ministry:

	

           1.   Paul was given a promise by God that he would stand “before Caesar.”

           2.   Paul knew he could safely trust in God’s promise as long as he stayed with in God’s will.



ILLUS:  Every believer is immortal as long as God hasn’t finished with him or her and they stay with in His will.  Are YOU in His will?  Has He given you a ministry?  It may not be “full time service” – it could be just raising your family!  Teaching your S.S. class.  Captaining your bus route…   Your ship may go down, but you won’t go down with it!  You can only fall into the protection of the everlasting arms of God’s tender love.  Many live as prodigals and only remember God in times of extreme circumstances, but it was not desperation that caused Paul to pray, it was total dependence upon his heavenly Father.



    B.   Unfinished Lives:



1.   We don’t have a record of the others getting saved, but I believe there is sufficient evidence that they may have trusted Paul’s Savior.

         	2.   In any event they were given another chance and an opportunity to trust Him.



ILLUS:  It is beneficial for unsaved people to “hang out” with God’s people!  Their lives were spared because of Paul and Luke.  (Cf. I Cor. 7:13-16)

                 Scripture teaches that our lives have an outer limit set by God, beyond which we cannot live, but that we can set the inner limit by stupid things we do (drugs, booze, etc.), sins we commit, etc.



II.  GOD’S PROMISES SHINE IN THE DARKNESS:  v.25



    A.   A Beacon of Hope:



1.   Talk about good news!  Paul’s anncmt. of God’s promise raised the hopes of everyone on board – at least those who believed that Paul wasn’t lying.

           2.   Note the irony in Paul’s initial statement of “I told you so” in v.21.

         

a.   Though he doesn’t “rub their noses in it” – he basically is asking “Have you had enough yet…will you trust me now?”

	      b.   While the others were despairing, Paul was praying.

c.   Paul believed that God even held the wind and waves in His hand and that even if the ship did sink, God could still save whomever He pleased.



ILLUS:  Every believer needs to trust his heavenly Father and be assured that He is concerned about the details of his life!   Not only concerned about those details, but in control of them!



    B.   A Haven of Rest:  



After being on the restless sea, there is nothing like the feeling of stability the dry land can

instantly give.

          2.   So it is with the promises of God; claiming His promises provide stability.

3.   The world is like the restless sea and though the believer may be on the same sinking ship, he 

has a resource that the unsaved don’t have, that provide stability they cannot otherwise know.



III.  GOD’S PURPOSES MUST BE FULFILLED:  v.24a,26



    A.   The Completion of an Unfinished Journey: 



Note that there are steps along the plan of God for each believer’s life and though it may

appear that things are going awry, that step too may be necessary.  

2.   It seemed that Paul was taking a very circuitous route to get to Rome, but he was nonetheless destined to finish his journey.  Cf.  v.11-14, v.16

           3.   When Paul finally arrives in Rome he is put under house arrest for 2 yrs.



	      a.   Remember that Paul had appealed to Caesar previously.

                  b.  The entire Roman Govt. was put on hold so Paul could get to Rome!

                  c.   God’s plan for his servant would be fulfilled regardless of the cost to the world!



A Temporary Port in a Storm:



1.   An old Scottish woman said:  “If you thatch your house in the summer, you  need not fear in the winter.”  

         	2.   There is a great difference between trust and terror.

         

            a.   All on board, except Paul and Luke, became terrified and had no resource for help or 

guidance.

                  b.   He who often visits the mercy seat can find the way there even in the dark.

                  c.   Paul knew that circumstances could never change the compassion of God for His servant.

   d.   This 3 month “detour” to the island of Melita resulted in miracles and in many trusting the   

  Lord.



IV.  GOD’S PEOPLE ARE SAFE and SECURE:  v.24-25



    A.   Within His Will:



	1.   God had revealed His will to Paul and Paul trusted God!

            2.   Paul simply stayed where he belonged and God was obliged to care for him.

 

    B.   Doing His Work: 



 1.   Paul found that even in the midst of being arrested, being a prisoner, on board a ship that was 

             doomed, and in the middle of a horrendous storm, that he could continue to do the work God   

             called him to.

	 2.   In fact the entire episode was only part of a greater plan to reach people.



ILLUS:  Every saint is immortal while in the center of God’s will and doing His work!



CONCL:  “WHEN YOUR SHIP IS SINKING, CLAIM THIS PROMISE!”  Never give up on God even when things are looking bleak and even hopeless!
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