PAUL’S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY
HOW TO DIE RIGHT
TEXT:  II Tim. 1:1, 2

THESIS:  This introduction to II Timothy, Paul’s last epistle, is designed to set forth Paul’s stated principles within this book on “How to Die Right”.
INTRO:  A.  Paul is in prison - again! (1:8) He is obviously in chains this time. (1:16) (His first imprisonment was a “house arrest” where friends could come and go and he carried on a ministry.)  (Acts 28:17-31; Col. 4:10-14; Phil. 1:13, 14)  He is in a ROMAN prison.  (1:17)

ILLUS:  Learn this - ROME JAILS REAL SAINTS!  And in John’s, James’ and Paul’s case - along with several million others - ROME KILLS SAINTS!  You say, “I wish you wouldn’t remind me of that; it makes me uncomfortable.”  It made those martyred pretty uncomfortable, too!  And you need to get uncomfortable over that anyway!


B.  In his first imprisonment Paul expected to be “sprung”; this time he expects to die!  (4:6, 7)   This time his “friends” have disappeared, defected and departed.  (4:10, 11)  Apparently his physician, Luke, is allowed to minister to his physical needs.  But he longs for his “dearly beloved son” Timothy to come and visit him for his and Timothy’s spiritual needs.

TRANS:  Paul is about to die and as we study this second epistle to Timothy we will learn “HOW TO DIE RIGHT!”  That’s the most important lesson in life and the only instruction manual on the subject is God’s Word!  There are thousands of “how to” books on living, loving, succeeding, etc., but only one on dying!  To “die right” you must…

I.  LIVE RIGHT:  v. 1


A.  Salvation:


     1.  Somewhere in your living you must prepare for your dying.


     2.  Everything else in life is meaningless apart from salvation.

ILLUS:  You can have money, success, fame, possessions, etc., but without Christ it is meaningless.  You need to find the right mate, rear a good family, but priority #1 is salvation!

B.  Service:

     1.  Paul’s Apostleship was his claim to service as well as to salvation.


     2.  Paul’s testimony to a life of service after his salvation is summarized in 4:6-8.

ILLUS:  From the Biblical standpoint people are never saved to sit or soak sermons or merely study the Christian life as an object in a lifeless museum, but to live it in dedicated, faithful service.


          a.  Paul’s desire to have young Timothy come to him was to encourage and exhort him to serve.


          b.  Timothy had some weaknesses in the area of backbone in dealing with those in error and a lack of courage.

NOTE:  Paul is not calling Timothy to comfort him in his distress, but to strengthen Timothy in his defects.  “It is characteristic of both Paul and Timothy that in this hour the words of cheer are being spoken by the man facing imminent martyrdom rather than by the sorrowing young friend.”
TRANS.:  To die right you must not only live right, but…
II.  LOVE RIGHT:  v. 2

A.  Loyalty:

     1.  Paul was loyal to his friends - even though they were not always loyal to his friendship.


     2.  Loyalty is one of the greatest hallmarks of real love.

NOTE:  Husbands to wives, wives to husbands, parents to children, children to parents, Pastor to people, people to Pastor, friends to friends.


          a.  Paul’s “Timothy, my dearly beloved son” here is much stronger than “Timothy, my son in the faith”.  (I Tim. 1:2)

          b.  In spite of Paul’s recognition of Timothy’s weaknesses he was loyal, and thus, loving towards him.


B.  Leadership:

     1.  Why would Paul, writing to his close personal friend, begin with such a formal sounding introduction?  (v. 1a)

     2.  Because though his friend, he recognized that friendship and leadership must never be confused.


          a.  True love is manifested best by Christ-like leadership.


          b.  That leadership which loves enough to say yes to right and no to wrong.

ILLUS:  The person who truly loves you does not indulge your weaknesses or overlook your faults, but sets an example and a high standard for you to follow.
Proverbs 27:6    Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.


The parent or teacher who loves a child expresses that love not by a permissive attitude but by proper leadership, which includes strong discipline.

III.  FIGHT RIGHT!:  (cf. 4:7a)
ILLUS:  Lester Roloff used to sing a chorus with this pertinent line concerning the Christian life:  “It’s a battlefield, brother, not a recreation room.  It’s a fight and not a game…”


A.  Principle:

     1.  To die right you must learn to live by principle.  “Let principles make your decisions.”  - Dr. Jack Hyles

     2.  You need to decide that there are some things you are willing to fight for and even die for.

ILLUS:  Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter in his Explore the Book pointed out that the “some” of I Timothy had become the “all” of II Timothy.  “SOME have turned aside.”  (1:6); “SOME have made shipwreck.”  (1:19); “SOME have turned after Satan.”  (5:15); “SOME have erred.”  (6:21); “SOME have been led astray.”  (6:10)  In II Timothy it is “ALL have turned away from me.”  (1:15); “ALL men forsook me.”  (4:16)


B.  Priority:

     1.  Sound doctrine should come before friendship, fellowship or fond memories.


     2.  Love the Book, live by the Book, fight for the Book and, if necessary, die for the Book.
NOTE:  My priority list goes like this:  TRUTH (Christ, doctrine), FAMILY (wife, children, parents, relatives), CHURCH, FRIENDS, OTHERS, HOME, GOVERNMENT, etc.

CONCL:  This may be a “dying letter” but it is laced with living messages.  The one who is dying could have this epitaph on his tombstone:  “I lived right, I loved right and I fought right!”  What about YOU?!

“MEMORIES…”

TEXT:  II Tim. 1:3-5

THESIS:  To show the responsibility of every believer toward the next generation as well as to his spiritual ancestors.

INTRO:  A.  As Paul’s life ebbs away in a dungeon in Rome, he no doubt looked forward to seeing his Savior, friends who preceded him in death, the O.T. saints he learned about as a child in an orthodox Jewish home and the satisfactory completion of his earthly ministry and its rewards.  (4:6-8)


  B.  But he also began to reflect on his past:  his heritage, his converts and his ministry.  Was it “worth it all”?  Did he have regrets?  As he looked backward did he do so with gloom or glee, with rejoicing or regret?

NOTE:  How is it with you?  Every day we all grow closer to death or the Rapture.  We look forward to heaven but can we look backward to holiness?  Has our life impacted positively or negatively on others?

TRANS:  With moistened eyes Paul looks back on his life and ministry and his mind is flooded with blessed “MEMORIES…”

I.  PAUL’S HERITAGE:  


A.  Faithful Service:  v. 3a


     1.  Paul was brought up in orthodox Judaism, schooled in the Scriptures in the faith of his forefathers.


     2.  He recalls the blessing of a godly heritage:


          a.  Grace is not inherited,


          b.  But godliness has an impact as surely as ungodliness.

ILLUS:  Children detect hypocrisy.  They know if parents practice what they preach.  Every child must personally get saved, but the influence of godly parents will insure both salvation and later service.


     3.  Paul looks back over years of faithful service which was in line with his spiritual heritage.

NOTE:  Paul came to see the fulfillment of Judaism in Christianity.  He realized the faith of his forefathers had come to fruition.


B.  Pure Conscience:  v. 3b


     1.  There is power in a clean conscience:  soul-winning power, service power, example-setting power.


     2.  There is power in an obedient conscience:


          a.  It is one thing to recognize duty; another to do it.


          b.  Responsibility does not ensure accountability, though we are accountable.

NOTE:  The Spirit-energized conscience is a major N.T. theme spoken of over 30 times.  The believer’s conscience convicts him and he’d better beware and back off.  Continued quenching of the Spirit drains power and sears the conscience.  Paul’s pure conscience was the secret to his power - with God and man.


C.  Diligent Prayer:  v. 3c


     1.  The fact Paul had a clear conscience gave power and impetus to his prayers.


     2.  In the long days and lonely nights in his cell Paul prayed for his “dearly beloved son” Timothy.


     3.  Disengaged from more active service, Paul engaged in the most potent ministry - intercessory prayer.

ILLUS:  Spurgeon was asked about the source of the power of his ministry.  He took the inquirers down to the basement room under his pulpit.  There scores of church members were on their knees praying.  All day or night prayer meetings are past history.  No wonder we are lukewarm!  There is no harder or more rewarding work than prayer.


D.  True Friendship:  v. 4


     1.  The sweet memories of Timothy’s “tears” at their parting filled Paul’s heart with “joy”.


     2.  In spite of Timothy’s failures and weaknesses Paul longed for his sweet fellowship and friendship.  (cf. 4:21)

II.  TIMOTHY’S HERITAGE:

A.  The Prayers of His Father in the Faith:

     1.  The fear of letting down those who love us and pray for us should scare us and help us.


     2.  Paul would soon be gone but Timothy had this loving reminder of someone who had prayed for him, worked with 



him and had great expectations for him.

NOTE:  People who love you and look up to you and pray for you have a right to expect you to stay true.  Our Savior intercedes for us and He expects us to stay true and not bring reproach on Him.


B.  The Memory of His Mother and Grandmother in the Flesh:

     1.  We owe something to those who have passed on their faith to us.


     2.  When we sin or fail we not only besmirch our own name, but those who were instrumental in our salvation.
ILLUS:  I owe it to Oliver Greene to be true to the Word he preached and to my godly Pastor Don Guarnere, to the people of Walton, NY, DeRuyter, NY, Glen Burnie, MD, Fairless Hills, PA, young men and women on mission fields and in the pastoral ministry I have influenced and to the people I have pastored to stand true!

          a.  Grannie Lois got saved first.


          b.  Momma Eunice got saved next.


          c.  They, being faithful, passed on God’s Word and their faith to Timothy.  (3 generations)

NOTE:  Salvation is caught more than taught!  Is your faith contagious?  (When we fall, that, too, is contagious!)

CONCL:  What is your heritage?  Who influenced you toward Christ?  To whom do you owe “unfeigned (non-hypocritical) faith?  What heritage will you leave to the next generation of believers?

“THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”
TEXT:  II Tim. 1:12

THESIS:  To show how ridiculous it is to teach that the saved can be lost.

INTRO:  A.  I am saved because “I know whom I have believed” - not what but Whom, not me but Him, not later but now, not a man but Jesus Christ!; “and am persuaded” - not “think so” or “hope so”; persuaded from the Scriptures “that He is able” - I’m not!; “to keep” - not lose, misplace or drop; “that which I have committed” - deposited, secured, invested; “unto Him” - not trusting myself, my beliefs, my works or my religion; “against that day” - when I stand before Him in judgment!  My salvation, certainty and security rest not on me, but on Him!  I am saved because of His finished work on the cross, not because of my works here on earth; what I do or do not do has no bearing on whether I make it to heaven!!!


           B.  What are YOU trusting in?  Your character, works, religion, beads, candles, ceremonies, rituals, crucifixes, crosses, good luck charms, medals, baptism, Lords’ supper, Mass, ancestors, priest, pastor, rabbi, scapulars, the Bible, Last rites?  If you think you are saved by any of these, YOU CAN BE & WILL BE LOST.  But if you are trusting in what Jesus did alone on the Cross as your sin-bearing Substitute, you will never be lost.  A believer can only be lost if certain things are so…

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”

I.  …SALVATION IS BY WORKS:  Rom. 4:1-8


A.  Abraham:  v. 1-5


     1.  Jewish tradition (the Rabbis) taught that Abraham had a surplus of merit from his works that was 
 
          




available to his descendents.


     2.  Paul says that would be true IF Abraham was justified by works.  v. 1, 2


     3.  Paul asserts that if Abraham were to boast it would be before men, but that he had nothing to boast about before 



God.  v. 2b


     4.  Then Paul appeals to the authority the Jews recognized; the Scriptures.  v. 3a


          a.  Paul quoted from Gen. 15:6 which states that it was Abraham’s belief that credited him (an accounting term) 





with righteousness!


          b.  Then he says in v. 4 that works only receive wages owed, not a gift of grace.

ILLUS:  Suppose you work for me for 40 hours and at the end of the week I cal you in and give you a check for $400 and tell you it is a “gift”.  You will say, “No way, I  WORKED for that check”.  Suppose at the same time I call a friend in and hand him a $400 check - that is a gift!


     5.  Paul next states the unthinkable:  that the “believer” not the “worker” is justified (saved).  v. 5


     6.  Paul climaxes his teaching that God justifies the “UNGODLY” who simply believes and his FAITH (in God) is credited 



to his account for (in the absence of) righteousness.  v. 5


B.  David:  v. 6-8


     1.  Righteousness is imputed, not earned.  v. 6

ILLUS:  Instead of God recording his sins, he credits his account with righteousness.  Since all the sinner’s “righteousnesses are as filthy rags” they don’t even count, so any righteousness he has credited to him must be by grace!!!


     2.  Forgiveness and covering are twin acts of grace on God’s part.  v. 7  (cf. Ps. 32:1, 2)


     3.  Not only does the believer have righteousness credited to his account, but his sin is expunged from the record!

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…SALVATION IS BY WORKS”, but not if it is by God’s grace and our simple faith (belief) in His provision.   “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”
II.  …CHRIST’S BLOOD ATONEMENT IS INSUFFCIENT:  Heb. 10:11-14

A.  Priestly Sacrifices:  v. 11


B.  The High Priest’s Sacrifice:  v. 12-14


     1.  The Savior’s one sacrifice accomplished what the thousands of sacrifices of the O.T. priesthood could not do and 




only symbolized.


     2.  To attempt to add anything to this “one sacrifice” is to make null and void the efficacy of His blood.


     3.  This “one offering” (v. 14) “perfected forever” (!) “(we) who are sanctified”.
ILLUS:  No priest, pastor or rabbi can purchase for you one iota of credit toward heaven through any sacrifice he can make, even the sacrifice of his own martyr’s blood.  Only Christ has the “coin of the realm” of heaven:  “His precious, sinless blood”!  (Rom. 5:11)

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”

III.  …GOD’S CHILDREN CAN GO TO HELL:  Jn. 1:12, 13

A.  Sons of God:

     1.  We become “sons of God” through the new birth.

ILLUS:  In a sense, as Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Ghost and the Son of God was the result, so, too, we are the result of being born again by His (Holy Ghost’s) agency and through His Seed, the incorruptible Word   (I Peter 1:23) and we became sons of God.


     2.  The Holy Spirit never has “still births” or abortions!


     3.  The Bible speaks of being born-again, but never about being unborn. I Jn. 3:2

ILLUS:  A lady recently told me she was a “deacon” for several years and that she was “born-again every day”!  When I asked for her authority she had none!  I told her the Bible says a man is only born once physically and once spiritually!


     4.  Once you are in God’s family you are there forever and if that is so, a “son of God” can never be in hell!

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”

IV.  …GOD’S PROMISES ARE NOT TRUE:  Jn. 10:27; Rom 8:33-39

A.  The Shepherd’s Sheep:  John 10:27-30


     1.  The text talks about the Shepherd’s sheep, not about goats or wolves.


     2.  A sheep doesn’t get to be a sheep by following the shepherd; he has to be BORN A SHEEP!

ILLUS:  Sometimes sheep get so dirty they don’t look like sheep are supposed to look!  When Peter was cursing, he didn’t resemble a sheep.  When David was committing adultery, he didn’t look much like a sheep.  When meek and mild Moses was smiting the rock yelling, “You rebels, I’ll give you water,” he didn’t look much like a sheep.  When John Mark deserted Paul, he wasn’t acting much like a sheep.  When Paul stubbornly refused to follow the Shepherd and resisted the Spirit’s leading, he didn’t act much like a sheep.

     3.  It is not the sheep’s disposition, but his position  that is crucial.

ILLUS:  If I place a $100 bill in my hand I can allow an infant the opportunity to try to open my hand without fear of losing it because I am more powerful than the infant.  So with our position in Christ’s hand!


If we could jump out of His hand or if Satan could pluck us out, then he would surely do so and he (or we) would be more powerful than God!


B.  The Lord’s Elect:  Rom 8:33-39


     1.  We have been elected by God and He never loses an election!!


     2.  Nothing in this universe is more powerful than God and, therefore, nothing can separate the bond between the 




Elector and the elected!

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”

V.  …OUR FAITH EQUATES WITH RELIGION:  Eph. 2:8, 9

A.  The Catholics Add Works to Faith; God Says, “For by grace…”:

B.  The Cultists Add Works to Faith; God Says, “Through faith…”:


C.  The Charismatics Add Works to Faith; God Says, “Not of works...”:


D.  The Muslims, Modernists, Denominationalists Add Works to Faith; God Says, “Lest any man…”:


E.  The Lodges Add Works to Faith; God Says, “(don’t) boast…”:

ILLUS:  Jesus said, “Done!”; religion says “Do”.  Jesus said, “It is finished”; religion says “keep working”!  Jesus said, “Paid in full”; religion says, “work off your debt to God”.

TRANS:  “THE SAVED CAN BE LOST IF…”

VI.  …THE APOSTLE PAUL WENT TO HELL:  I Tim. 1:15

A.  Paul Said, “I am the Chief of Sinners”:
ILLUS:  In the navy there are “chief petty officers” and at the very top Admirals.  If Paul was the“chief sinner” I am the  “Admiral sinner”!  Romans 3 tells us there is no difference; we are all sinners!  All Christians sin and if the chief of sinners is in hell, then the rest of us have no chance for heaven.  IF ONE SAVED SINNER CAN BE LOST, THEN ALL SAVED PEOPLE WILL GO TO HELL BECAUSE ALL BELIEVERS SIN!


The only person who would ever make it into heaven would be the person who dies the very second he/she gets saved!

CONCL:  The great doctrine of eternal security doesn’t encourage people to sin.  The love of a mother for her child doesn’t encourage her child to sin.  Why should God’s great love encourage His children to sin?  A mother may punish her disobedient child, and God will punish His, but He cannot go back on His Word, break His promise or refute His doctrine.  THE SAVED CAN BE LOST ONLY IF GOD CAN LIE!

“SET YOURSELF ON FIRE”

TEXT:  II Tim. 1:6, 7

THESIS:  To send and appeal for zeal and reveal a promise of power.

INTRO:  A. John Wesley was asked why the crowds came to hear him preach. He said, "I just set myself on fire and folks come to watch me burn."  Wesley’s zeal drove him: he averaged 3 sermons a day for 54 years (approx. 40,000!); he traveled by horseback or carriage 200,000 miles (5,000 miles per year)! He wrote a 4 volume Commentary on the whole Bible, an English Dict​ionary, a 5 volume set on Church History, 6 volumes on church music, 3 on medicine, 7 volumes of sermons & edited 50 volumes called "The Christian Library". He rose at 4:00 AM and worked till 10:00 PM.  At 83 he was upset because he could only write 15 hrs. per day.  At 86 he was ashamed he could only ride 30-50 miles per day and preach only twice! He really did "SET HIMSELF ON FIRE!"

 B.  Evang. Oliver B. Greene declared, "I would rather BURN OUT than rust out. He too "SET HIMSELF ON FIRE!".

 C.  Another evangelist, Darryl Dunn, did this literally. He would set himself on fire to gather a crowd and then preach to them.


 D.  Paul's admonition to Timothy is to "stir up the gift of God which is in thee..."  He was telling the young preacher to stoke the embers of a dying fire to set it ablaze again. He is saying "SET YOURSELF ON FIRE!" once again...

I.  AN APPEAL FOR ZEAL:  v. 6

A.  Remember:

     1.  Timothy is reminded of his salvation experience:  v. 5


     2.  Timothy is reminded of his ordination into the ministry:  "…by the putting on of my hands"

     3.  Timothy was just as responsible for developing the gift as Paul and the elders were for recognizing and ratifying it.

I Tim. 4:14:  "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery."
ILLUS:  There is nothing mysterious or superstitious about "the laying on of hands".  Men of God simply identified with Timothy's calling and publicly affirmed his commission.


     4. Timothy may have needed a reminder of Christ's promised return to stir him up

II Pet. 3:1-4:  "This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Savior: Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming?  for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.


     5.  Timothy needed to "stir up the gift"; i.e., "prophecy" or preaching. "Use it or lose it".
Rom. 12:6:  "Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith..."
ILLUS:  Romans 12 gives us the permanent SERVICE gifts, I Cor. 12 gives us the temporary SIGN gifts & Eph. 4 gives the temporary (apostles & prophets) & permanent (evangelists & pastor-teachers) SPEAKING gifts. The devil tries to emphasize the temporary gifts and convince people they still have them.  But the infancy of the church is over and the foundation needs only to be laid one time.


     6.  Timothy may have been wavering in the exercise of his gift and needed his fire stoked.
ILLUS: The curse of the cause of Christ is not giftless believers, but flameless saints!  Stoking and adding new fuel keeps the fire burning.  We let our fire go out or grow dim. Preachers are in special danger of letting the flames settle into mere embers. We need to constantly be "stoked" by preaching (either in person or in books), studying the Word and spending time in serious prayer. We need to relight the fire. We need to "SET OURSELVES ON FIRE!" again.


A black church in Kansas City had a motto we should all adopt: "Wake up, sing up, preach up, pray up and pay up, but never give up, let up, back up or shut up till the cause of Christ in the world is built up!"

B.  Rekindle:

     1.  The words "stir up" in Greek literally mean "to keep in full flame."

     2.  Timothy’s fire may have been somewhat quenched by:



          a.  His frequent physical ailments.

I Tim. 5:23:  "Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities."

          b.  His natural timidity:  
I Cor. 16:10:  "…if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear…"

          c.  His youth:  
I Tim. 4:12:  "Let no man despise thy youth…"

          d.  His Ephesian opponents:
I Tim. 1:3-7:  "As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine, Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith:  so do.  Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:  From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.

  
          e.  His response to Imperial persecution:

NOTE:  Satan will use any or all of the above against any of us to "put out our fire".  Defeat, discouragement, disease & dissatisfaction serve to quench the fire of whatever gifts God has given us. "SET YOURSELF ON FIRE!"  With Paul's "appeal for zeal" comes. . .

II.  A PROMISE OF POWER: v. 7

A.  Fearlessness:  v. 7

     1.  God is never responsible for our lack of boldness, zeal or courage.

     2.  Fear comes to us when we have a lapse of faith.

ILLUS:  Sometimes we forget God watches over us.  We are like the frightened and agitated butterfly that fluttered on the inside of the window because of a sparrow on the outside. The butterfly couldn’t see the protecting glass between them.  It is when we forget our invisible Shield and Protector that we become fearful.
        
We are like Elisha's servant who feared the armies of the enemy encamped around the city - until he had his eyes opened and he saw the mountains full of horses and chariots of fire!

B.  Power:

     1.  This is not mere courage or bravery in time of danger, but spiritual power adequate to every demand placed upon 



us or every need God allows to confront us.

     2.  This is power to overcome sin (Rom. 6:7); get prayers answered (I Jn. 3:22); to witness (II Tim. 2:2-4); rebuke 




sinners (Titus 1:13); and sins (Eph. 5:11-13); and to overcome the world (I Jn 5:1-5).


C. Love:

     1.  We may not usually equate love with power, but there is power in love.

     2.  We can love God's Word, God's people, lost souls and heavenly things, and that love will empower us to live for the 



Lord and have victory over the flesh, the world & Satan.

D.  Sound Mind:

     1.  A sound mind is not self-discipline or self-control.

     2.  It is a discerning mind that sees through sham, hypocrisy, lies, deceit, false doctrine, etc.


     3.  It is a mind which can separate the good from the bad, to enable us to know what to take and what to leave.


     4.  It is a mind "not soon shaken", not "puffed up" and a mind which is undefiled.

CONCL:  God doesn’t make AN APPEAL FOR ZEAL without A PROMISE OF POWER to back it up!  He asks us to "SET OURSELVES ON FIRE!" and then tells us what to expect if we do so.





Has YOUR fire gone out!?  Is it dying?  STIR IT UP!  Remember what God has done for you & rekindle those flames!  "SET YOURSELF ON FIRE!" again.
"A SOUND MIND”

or

"HAVE A PRAISE PARTY INSTEAD OF A PITY PARTY!"

TEXT:  II Tim. 1:7

INTRO:  A.  The Christian life is humanly impossible to live!  The Bible tells us that we must love our enemies, be holy as Christ is holy, rejoice al​ways, be thankful for everything, worry about nothing...


 B.  There are 3 stages to the Christian life:  hard, harder & impossible.  But "WITH GOD all things are possible".  According to our text, the Lord has taken away "the spirit of fear" from the believer & replaced it with "power, love and a sound mind".  Another promise passage says we should be full of joy.

I Jn. 1:4:  "And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full."

 C.  Unless the believer has a physical problem, a chemical imbalance or is born mentally handicapped or is backslidden, he or she should never be depressed & should never need a psychiatrist or a psychologist.
I.  THE PROBLEM: 

A.  The Old Nature:

     1.  We enjoy "pity parties"; i.e. we want someone to feel sorry for us. 

     2.  We enjoy telling others about our problems; we look for sympathy.


     3.  We "fear" (text) because we don't trust.
NOTE:  "Fear" brings depression.  Many people in good health become fearful and thus get depressed.  Many people in poor health never get depressed be​cause they just trust the Lord instead of getting fearful.  The remedy for fear is faith.
ILLUS:  Bette Sullivan (a former member of Faith Baptist Church with MS) has a better sense of humor than most healthy people.  I was telling her about one alleged treatment for MS which was to permit yourself to be stung 10 or 20 times each treatment.  She laughed & said, "I am afraid of bee stings.  I would rather sit in this wheel chair the rest of my life than get stung by a bee!"


     4.  It is NATURAL to be fearful; it is SUPERNATURAL not to be fearful.


     5.  Nothing we can do will ever make our old nature spiritual.

B.  The Wrong Source:

     1.  We say "Christ is the answer" and then run to a psychologist.

ILLUS:  No doubt the psychologist you go to has anti-depressant pills in his drawer!  He is more depressed than you. That's why he charges so much…to get him out of his depression.

           The Christian psychologist got his training from the same heathen as the unsaved psychologist. They study the same books & use the same tech​niques. You don't need Dr. Dobson, Dr. Adams or Dr. Narramore...you need Dr. Jesus!


          a.  We tell the psychologist or counselor things we ought never tell anyone but the Lord.


          b.  Jesus says, "Cast all your care upon Me..."


          c.  Jesus says, "Come unto Me, all ye that are heavy laden..."
       2.  We say, "Jesus never fails" and then run to a marriage counselor.

ILLUS:  If you would check his marriage, you would find he isn't doing as well as you.  Why don't you ask him, "How's your marriage doing, doc? I would like to see your credentials before you treat my problems".

     3.  We say, "Christ is the Great Physician" and then run to a faith healer.

ILLUS:  As Jack Hyles used to say, "I don't like Oral Roberts or oral surgery!"


     4.  We say, "The Bible is God's Word" and then run to the Christian bookstore.

ILLUS:  We go to the neo-evangelical books to learn from people we shouldn't trust about how to solve our problems.  We have the strange idea that if the author is a Christian, anything he says is biblical!  In fact, he or she is always biased & his or her background, theology, denominational affiliation & attitude toward biblical separation, etc. color anything written by that author.  While much might be worthwhile, much might be the author's personal & often erroneous views.

II.  THE PRESCRIPTION:   (for fears, depression and discouragement)

A.  Not a Pill…

     1.  Christ IS the answer; not a doctor (unless you have legitimate physical problems), psychologist, psychiatrist or a 




 prescription of "ha-ha" pills.


     2.  Pills often mask the real problem & rarely solve anything.


B.  But a Practice:

     1.  The Source of our solutions is the Scriptures.

ILLUS:  We need to get in the Book, learn the Book, study the Book, digest the principles in the Book & apply the Book. 


     2.  The solution to our problems is simple trust.

          a.  The same way you got saved is the way you can be delivered from fears, depression & discouragement.


          b.  You say, "It can't be that easy".  That is the same argument the unsaved use about salvation & we get frustrated 



 over it & want to shake them and say, "It is too that easy".
NOTE:  If you have some physical problem, like brain cancer or some chemical imbalance that is inherent in your physiology that may need medication, that is O.K., but MOST Christians don't have those problems who get depressed. They are fearful because they just don't trust the Lord or believe His Word.


          c.  We want someone to feel sorry for us; we want to tell our troubles to someone we can see because we don’t 





believe the Lord hears us & the more we talk about our problems the deeper hole of depression we dig.
Matt. 11:28-30:  "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

ILLUS:  What do we do?  We tell someone other than the Rest-giver.  We want to feel sorry for ourselves & are looking for someone to tell us it's O.K. to be depressed.


     3.  Another remedy is service:

          a.  One of the first things we want to do if we start feeling sorry for ourselves is the last thing we should do; quit 




serving.

          b.  Jesus’ remedy for our burdens is to "take my yoke upon you…"  "Take my Sunday School class upon you."  





"Take my Bus Route upon you."  "Take my ministry of helping others upon you."
CONCL:  Why be depressed?  Why throw a Pity Party?  As believers we have been delivered from "the spirit of fear" & have been given "power, and love and a sound mind".
We have a Mansion being built for us in heaven!


We have Jesus as our Savior, Friend & Intercessor!



We have God as our loving Father!




We have the Holy Spirit as our Comforter!





We have the Bible as our Psychology Book!






We have the Peace of God as our promise!







We have glory as our home!








We have His promise that we are never alone!

"DON'T BE A 'FAIR WEATHER FRIEND'!"
TEXT:  II Tim. 1:8-11

THESIS:  To admonish Christians not to be ashamed or afraid, but to suffer, stand & serve without fear.

INTRO:  A.  What kind of a "friend" are you?  Do your "friends" change often?  God says, "a friend loveth at all times".  If your friend is charged (rightly or wrongly) of something, do you discard him/her?  If the accusation is just you may have to break fellowship & condemn his actions, but you should nevertheless "treat him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother."


 B.  With Timothy's timid nature he seemed to be having a "friendship identity crisis".  His friend Paul is in prison.  If he identifies with him he may be considered an accomplice & Nero's henchmen may throw him in prison too!  If he refuses identity with Paul now he knows he will be a "fair-weather friend" - both to Paul & to his Savior.  That's why Paul admonishes him in v. 8 "be not ashamed...of our Lord, nor of me..." He is saying "DON'T BE A 'FAIR WEATHER FRIEND'!"

I.  DON'T BE ASHAMED:  v. 8 

A.  Of the Savior:  v. 8a


     1.  Nero had proclaimed Christianity "religio illicita" & had thrown those openly professing Christ in  prison.


     2.  Caesar was worshipped as God so Paul uses "the testimony of OUR LORD" to contrast Christ and  Nero.

NOTE:  Those "whose god is their belly" or whose conversion is shallow & based on comfort, finances, popularity, etc., readily re​nounce the Savior when these things are threatened or removed.  Are YOU a "FAIR WEATHER FRIEND" to our Savior?


          a.  Paul's testimony  is clear in v. 12! 

          b.  Paul speaks of Onesiphorus' testimony in v. 16!
ILLUS:  The Apostles were all ashamed of our Savior when He was ar​rested & crucified, but they all later were martyred due to their love & loyalty for Him after His resurrection.


            Are YOU ashamed of the Savior with your loved ones, classmates, co-workers?  "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord…!" 

B.  Of His Servant:  v. 8b


     1.  Paul identifies himself as the Savior's prisoner - not Nero’s.

     2.  Paul had readily identified Timothy as HIS friend.  How would Timothy react now that he was a prisoner?


          a.  Identity could cost him his freedom. 

          b.  Rejection would cost him his integrity .

QUES:  What is the price tag on your loyalty?  Comfort?  Convenience?  Money?  I have found that loyalty is a fragile commodity on the auction block of expediency.  Judas sold the Savior for silver.  Demas sold Paul for the world.  Would Timothy sell his friend for shame?  How much is your friend worth?!

II.  DON'T BE AFRAID!:  v. 8c-11

A.  To Suffer:  v. 8c


     1.  It is inevitable that loyalty to the Savior and His faithful servants will bring afflictions.


     2.  Note the phrase "afflictions of the Gospel"!


          a.  Christians should not suffer for doing wrong, but for believing right. 

          b.  When we suffer for doing right we share in His suffer​ings & will be rewarded.  (Phil. 3:10)

NOTE:  Most believers are not afraid of dying - they fear living!  They don't want to suffer "afflictions".  Paul is saying, "DON'T BE A 'FAIR WEATHER CHRISTIAN'!"


B.  To Stand:  v. 8d, 9, 10, 11

     1.  When you need grace to stand, God's power will be your portion.  v. 8c


     2.  The same power that saved us (v. 9a) is the power that enables us to stand in persecution.  


          v. 9b ("holy calling")            


          a.  Not according to our power ("works") but according to His "purpose".  v. 9c


          b.  Everything God does for us is a pure gift of grace, not a debt due because of works. 

          c.  We weren't placed "in Christ" in eternity past, but because God is an eternal Being with foreknowledge, He saw 




us in time responding to His offer.

ILLUS:  Receiving Christ is not a "work" as some "tulip-sniffers" (Calvinists) say.  If your wife prepares & serves me a meal & I eat it, she did the work & I simply received it!


     3.  V. 9 closes with eternity - v. 10 opens in history.


          a.  Christ's appearing "made manifest" (brought to light) that which previously existed in the shadows.  v. 10a 

          b.  Christ's redemption "abolished death" - removed its sting now & will ultimately destroy it.   I Cor. 15:26

          c.  Christ's death "brought life & immortality to light" - no need to fear!

C.  To Serve:  v. 11

     1.  Paul is primarily a PREACHER!


          a.  It is preaching the world hates and considers foolish.


          b.  Preachers are neither wanted nor tolerated where sin is relished or cherished.
NOTE:  "Teachers" share - "preachers" shout!  "Sharing ministries" come from people who haven't been called to preach!


     2.  Paul was an APOSTLE - not one of the original 12, but one of the additional 7 or 8 "born out of due time".

     3.  Paul was also a TEACHER who taught some tough stuff which got him hated, beaten, stoned and imprisoned.
CONCL:  Paul needed a friend & someone who wasn't afraid of the con​sequences of identifying with him or his Savior.


 He told Timothy not to fear suffering, standing or serving because of his heavenly calling.


 ARE YOU A 'FAIR WEATHER FRIEND'?!"

"NOT WHAT, BUT WHO"

TEXT:  II Tim.1:12-14 
THESIS:  To show that the believer must suffer, stand & serve - not in his/her own power, but in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
INTRO:  A. The classic bosses son scenario is all too familiar: "It isn't what you know, but who you know"!  While what you know is important, WHO you know often overrides that.


 

  B. That principle of relationship rather than theology is what Paul states in v. 12.  Salvation is not based on mentally acquiring a set of facts or a creed, however biblical, but on trusting a Person.  Paul says, "I know WHOM I have believed...", not WHAT!  The secret of eternal life, dying grace & present strength is all in knowing the Person of our Savior, not some theological, philosophical or scientific truths.

TRANS:  Paul states 3 practical concepts here based on a personal knowledge of Christ.  He says that to suffer, stand or serve it is "NOT WHAT, BUT WHOM" that counts...

I.  SUFFERING FAITHFULLY:  v. 12

A.  His Calling:  "for this cause..."  v. 12a (c-f. v. 11)

     1.  Suffering apart from service has no merit.


     2.  But suffering for the Savior will "be worth it all."

ILLUS:  Paul believed in receiving mud over medals, brickbats over bouquets. His glory was in his wounds & infirmities over write-ups in "The Sword of the Lord.”  It is better to be considered a flop down here & be "famous" over there!


           Those who would be "like Christ" or Paul, et. al., had better be ready to suffer!   Cf. Jn. 12:42,43

B.  His Courage:  "I am not ashamed..."  v. 12b 













15


     1.  Paul's imprisonment brought reproach on him, but not regret.


     2.  He considered his jail cell a down payment on his mansion, his chains a preview of his crown & his incarceration as 



an opportunity.


C.  His Conviction: "(I) am persuaded..."  v. 12c 

     1.  The word "committed" is used here & in v. 14 as a "trust" or a "deposit".


     2.  The keeping of a deposit is the responsibility of the one to whom it is given, not the one making the deposit.  "He is 



able to keep that which I have committed…"
NOTE:  It is not up to us to "keep" our salvation, but up to Him.  Whatever we deposit with Him has a greater security than the FDIC!  I don't believe in the "perseverance of the saints", but in the perseverance & protection of the Savior for my deposit!
II.  STANDING FIRMLY:  v. 13 

A.  His Duty:  v. 12 "to keep”

B.  Our Duty:  v. 13

     1.  We have entrusted our soul & our spiritual treasure into His keeping.


     2.  He entrusts to us the Scriptures ("sound words") & his "treasure" (II Cor. 4:7) into our keeping.

ILLUS:  It is my conviction that we must pass on to the next gener​ation a pure Bible.  As in the O.T. the priesthood had the task of preserving God's Word.  As in the N.T. the priesthood believer must do so.




 We have failed! The Mormons print the book of Mormon; the Jehovah Witnesses publish their "scriptures", etc.  We dare not allow the money-grabbing, unbelieving publishing houses steal the stewardship of preserving God's Word from us!


          a.  We must "hold fast" - tenaciously cling to - His "Words".


          b.  We are not at liberty to change the meaning or the "form" or the "words" God gave through His chosen "holy 





 men of old."  (II Pet. 1:21)

NOTE:  Beware "versions" & paraphrases which CHANGE the "form of  sound words".
III.  SERVING FERVENTLY:  v. 14 

A.  The Word of God:

     1. "That good thing" may be God's Word (context).


     2.  If so "the Holy ghost which dwelleth in us" is the power we have to protect, preserve & pass on the Word of God.

NOTE:  Again the word "committed" = "deposited" or "given in trust." This "deposit" must be guarded as a banker guards money left with him.  This protection is against loss, destruction or change. The "sound words" must not be lost, changed, enlarged or con​densed - but preserved intact.


B.  The Gift of God:  cf. v. 6

     1.  It is possible that this "good thing" is the "gift of God" which He had deposited in Timothy.


     2.  If so, Timothy was to "stir it up" & "keep by the Holy Ghost" so he could "serve fervently"!
CONCL:  The believer is to suffer faithfully, stand firmly & serve fervently!  Of course he can't do this in his own strength, but by the "Holy Ghost".





We may not always know WHAT or WHEN or WHERE or WHY - but we know WHOM!! That is infinitely more important.

"ARE YOU A DESERTER OR A DISCIPLE?"
TEXT:  II Tim. 1:15-18

THESIS:  To reveal how Paul & the Holy Spirit view deserters & dis​ciples.

INTRO:   A.  The name Benedict Arnold is historically associated with treachery.  The name Nathan Hale stands for patriotism.  One was a defector, the other a defender.  Judas was a traitor, John the beloved was a true disciple.


 


 B.  Jealousy, fear & cowardice prompt betrayal of friends.  Character, boldness & courage lead to loyalty to the Lord & His Word (v. 12-14), but also to those who serve the Savior faithfully. In our text Paul links the two.  ("...turned away from ME." v. 15)

NOTE:  Nothing hurts as much as disloyal friends.  Loyalty to friend​ship - based on sound doctrine - is as much a part of Christlikeness & Christian responsibility as Bible study & prayer.  Jesus is a "Friend who sticketh closer than a brother".  His loyalty to us is never in question.
TRANS:  Paul found both deserters & disciples in his ministry, and he addresses this issue here... 
I.  THE COWARDS:  v. 15

A.  Fear Led to Flight: 

     1.  Paul is now a "jail bird" with whom these men obviously no longer wish to be identified.


     2.  As a result Paul identifies them BY NAME in God's Word!

ILLUS:  Paul never hesitated to call names of defectors, cowards, traitors, apostates & heretics.  Nor did John, Jude or James!  Both the O.T. & N.T. name names!!  Repeatedly the writers of Scripture - Spirit-directed - identify deserters, defectors & doc​trinal deviates.  The Bible "tells it like it is!!




The great men in church history have also been "name-callers".  The Reformers & Revivalists referred to Popes as antichrists, preached against heresy & heretics.  From Savonarola to Spurgeon to Sunday true servants of God lifted up their voices against the insidious cancer of corruption in the Body of Christ.




But in the lukewarm, Laodicean church there are few brave enough to risk censure or bold enough to expose "Christian celebrities".

     3.  Paul equates disloyalty & defection from him ("from me") with desertion from his doctrine.

NOTE:  Most think these men were leaders who claimed to be believers who were asked by Paul to come to his defense, but who feared associa​tion with a Roman prisoner.  They may have escaped detection by Rome, but their names are forever recorded in Scripture!

B.  Disgrace Led to Defection:


     1.  They apparently felt Paul's imprisonment brought disgrace to the cause of Christ & to their "good names".

     2.  But Paul turned the tables on them & permanently holds up THEIR names in disgrace as deserters instead of 





disciples & gave them an "unsavory immortality".
QUES:  "Are you a Deserter or a Disciple?"  Your attitude & ident​ification with God, His Word & His servants supplies a clear answer to the question.
II.  THE COURAGEOUS:

A.  Paul's Prayer:  v. 16a, 18a


     1.  Some believe that Onesiphorus had died or been executed for his bravery so Paul prays for mercy for his household.  


v. 16a


     2.  But Paul would have been praying for comfort for a bereaved family here if so.


          a.  Rather Paul is praying for this man's family because of his ministry.


          b.  He has probably not returned home yet to Ephesus.


     3.  Paul also prays for Onesiphorus himself (v. 18a) which he would not do if he was dead!

NOTE:  "That day" is obviously the Judgment Seat of Christ where rewards for works are bestowed on worthy disciples - not defectors!


B.  Paul's Praise:  v. 16b, 17, 18b 

     1.  Onesiphorus was a blessing:  v. 16b, 18b

          a.  "he oft refreshed me..."  lit, "cooled me" 
NOTE:  The idea may include physical as well as spiritual refreshment.

          b.  "he ministered unto me..." root = "diakonos" = "served" 
NOTE:  This does not imply he was a deacon, but he did "deke"!


     2.  Onesiphorus was brave:  v. 16c


          a.  Paul has stated that he was not ashamed. 

          b.  Paul urged Timothy to not be ashamed.


          c.  Paul names 2 men who were ashamed.


          d.  Paul states Onesiphorus was not ashamed.


     3.  Onesiphorus was bold:  v. 17


          a.  When everyone else was leaving Rome, Onesiphorus went TO Rome!

          b.  He sought Paul "diligently" & "found" him!

NOTE:  In spite of opposition, the odds, the recent fire, strong persecution against Christians & red tape, he found Paul!

CONCL:  Are YOU a coward or a courageous Christian?  Are YOU a deserter or a disciple?!   Are YOU loyal or disloyal to God's Word?  To God's man?
SONS, STEWARDS & SOLDIERS"

TEXT:  II Tim. 2:1-4 

THESIS:  To show the qualities for good sons, stewards & soldiers.

INTRO:  A.  Paul, writing from the loneliness, darkness & deprivation of his dungeon, looks back over approx. 30 yrs. of preaching & planting churches.  He reflects on the cowards who have abandoned him & the ministry as well as the courageous ones who have stood by his side & continue to be a blessing.  All this was no doubt ad​dressed indirectly to Timothy.


 B.  Now he addresses Timothy directly & charges him as a son-in-the-faith, a steward among the faithful & a soldier in the light.  As a soul-winner he led Timothy to Christ so he speaks to him as his son.  As an Apostle he charges Timothy to be a good steward.  As a battle-scarred veteran Paul exhorts Timothy to be a good soldier. 
I.  A GOOD SON (IN THE FAITH):  v. 1

A.  A Child's Nature:  v. 1a


     1.  The word "son" = "teknon" meaning to give birth & denotes a relationship of nature.


     2.  Timothy received his spiritual nature as a result of Paul's faithful ministry.


          a.  "My son" speaks of the father/son relationship the soul-winner has with his spiritual "children". 
  
          



b.  "My son" becomes a term of endearment & responsibility.


B.  A Child's Nurture:  v. 1b


     1.  Paul accepts some responsibility for his son-in-the faith as he admonishes fathers to do in Eph. 6:4.

     2.  Paul assumes the responsibility of instructing Timothy in growth in grace.  “be strong in the grace..."

II.  A GOOD STEWARD (TO THE FAITHFUL):  v. 2

A.  Preaching the Truth:  v. 2a "the things...heard..."


     1.  The only "apostolic succession" worth anything is the faithful proclamation of apostolic doctrine without addition or 



alteration - truth is static! 

     2.  This "apostolic succession" is when Bible-believing lead​ers preach & teach the Book.
ILLUS:  There are 2 lines of Bibles - the true & the corrupt.  Trac​ing their source exposes their authenticity or corruption.  The "many witnesses" of Paul's doctrine were not only all who heard him, but the manuscripts he produced.  The "things" were committed to writing!

B.  Passing the Torch:  v. 2b  "the same commit thou to faithful men…"


     1.  It is not only an honor to receive the truth, it is a duty to transmit the truth. 

     2.  Every Christian needs to see himself as a link between 2 generations.

ILLUS:  "The faith" must be transmitted ("commit" = deposit, v. 12, 14) to faithful men who in turn "shall be able to teach others also."  I have tried to practice this in my ministries. 

III.  A GOOD SOLDIER  (IN THE FIGHT):  v. 3, 4

A.  His Strength:  v. 3  "endure hardness..."

     1.  Soldiers must be hard:  "dog faces" or "grunts"!


     2.  They only get that way through hard training & facing the enemy.

ILLUS:  Someone said, "Being in hot water all the time makes you hard boiled".  Not hardened toward people but toward circumstances: persecution, slander, lack of funds, hypocrites, inconsistent saints, scheming deacons, sharp-tongued females, Bible critics, lack of support (food, etc.), disloyalty, lack of necessities, the world, science, philosophy, the flesh & the devil!

            I have tried to pass the torch in my ministry to many "faithful men" (and women) who were dedicated to "teach others also."  While not all of those who have gone out from my min​istries were totally influenced toward the ministry through me, I trust I at least had some part in it.



A "good soldier" may be wounded, see friends blown apart, must be able to keep rank, know how to use his weapons, be brave, attack when scared, cross obstacles, identify the enemy & obey "orders"!!! 


B.  His Separation: v. 4  "no man…entangleth himself..."

     1.  You must become peculiar; put on the uniform.


     2.  You must concentrate on warfare.


     3.  You must renounce self ("G.I." = Govt. Issue; i.e., you belong to Uncle Sam!).
ILLUS:  Military Motto:  "Never hurry, never worry, never volunteer.  Stay away from the Orderly Room.  Keep your mouth shut.  If it's moving, salute it.  If it isn't, pick it up.  If you can't pick it up, PAINT IT!"

     4.  You must do everything to please your commander. 
ILLUS:  "It's a battlefield, brother, not a recreation room…A fight & not a game.  Run if you want to, run if you will...But I came here for to stay!"  - Roloff




  Soldiering is either perpetual warfare or perpetual prep​aration for warfare - like the Christian life!


     5.  You must be a soldier all the time without civilian pursuits.
CONCL:  Are you a GOOD SON?  Pleasing your spiritual Father.






Are you a GOOD STEWARD?  Pleasing your predecessors.








Are you a GOOD SOLDIER?  Pleasing your Commander-in-Chief.
"WINNING OR LOSING THE GAME OF LIFE"
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:5

THESIS:  To show the parallels between a ball game and life itself.

INTRO:  A.  The longest ball game ever played went 26 innings, between the Boston Braves & the Brooklyn Dodgers, on May 1, 1920.  The longest life ever lived was Methuselah & went 969 years, between Methuselah & the Lord. Life is very much like a ball game, so we have titled this message "WINNING OR LOSING AT THE GAME OF LIFE".

 

   B.  The Christian life is often likened to a game in the Bible: a race, a boxing match, wrestling match, etc.  Our text says that unless we play fair ("strive lawfully") we do not get the crown at the end.  In a major league dugout someone wisely said, "If you don't win fair, you don't win at all!"

ILLUS:  Several years ago in the Olympics one man ran the race & won, but when it was discovered that he used steroids, he was disqualified & had to re​turn the victor's crown.                               

I.  ALL GAMES HAVE RULES:
ILLUS:  It is not a matter of interpretation.  In baseball there are only 3 outs per inning, foul lines, etc.   One of the rules of life is "Thou shalt not steal." (This doesn't ap​ply to baseball. You CAN steal. Ty Cobb holds the world record for 892 stolen bases!) In baseball you are rewarded for stealing, in life you are penalized.)

A.  Life Has Rules:

B.  Ignore the Rules at Your Own Risk:
ILLUS:  Sexual promiscuity is forbidden in the Bible.  Ignore that & contract venereal disease, AIDS, etc.  Sin breaks God's rules.

Strange that we recognize the rules for every game except the game of life.  Baseball fans get upset when they see players breaking the rules, but when folks break God's rules they say, "I know so & so and he broke the rules & got away with it."  (Pete Rose broke baseball's rules, too, but fin​ally got caught & had to forfeit his position in the Hall of Fame!)

II.  BROKEN RULES RESULT IN PENALTIES:

A.  Violation of the Rules Demand Penalties:

     1.  "Be sure your sin will find you out."

NOTE:  That doesn't only mean you will be exposed, but that the sin will take its toll on your life.


     2.  "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

B.  Keeping the Rules Results in Reward (Here & Hereafter):  Rev. 11:18
III.  THE RULES ARE WRITTEN IN A BOOK:

A.  All Sports, Organizations, etc. Have Rule Books:

ILLUS:  The Army has its Manual of Regulations, Lodges, Clubs, etc. all have their rule books.  In cards it must be "according to Hoyle." The baseball rule book delineates the strike zone.  It is the same for every batter: armpits to knees!  It doesn't matter if you are black, white, red or yellow...it is the same!  (If I could breed a man with a six-inch strike zone who could hit well & run well, I would have a goldmine!)    In baseball or in life "YOU MUST 'GO BY THE BOOK' "! 

B.  Life's book is the Bible:

     1.  It applies to all without respect of persons!  Jn. 14:6

     2.  It says "all have sinned…"

     3.  Disregarding the Rule Book is dangerous; you will be severely penalized & face disqualification from the game!

IV.  IT DOES NO GOOD TO ARGUE WITH THE UMPIRE:  


A.  You May, But It Will Not Do You Any Good:
ILLUS:  An umpire is a loner.   He cannot be influenced by the stands or the players.   He has no business being an umpire if he will change his mind or the rules!


     1.  He must be a man of integrity; cannot be bribed or influenced!! 


     2.  He must be courageous.

ILLUS:  The ball was pitched, the umpire paused & yelled, "Two!"   The batter said, "Two what?!"  The umpire said, "Too close to call!"

     3.  He must know all the rules of the game & apply them fairly. 

B.  Arguing With the Umpire is Unprofitable:
ILLUS:  When the umpire says "You're out.", you're out!  When God says "You're lost!", you're lost!   When God says "Go to hell!", you will go there!

V.  IT DOES NO GOOD TO BLAME OTHERS:

A.  When You Fail or Lose the Game it is Still Your Loss:

     1.  It won’t do you any good to blame your teammates.


     2.  It won't do you any good to blame the Umpire!

B.  Every Player is Imperfect:

ILLUS:  Even Babe Ruth struck out 1,300 times!  He was also a drunkard & overweight!   Jackie Robinson used to slide into first!


Even the mighty Casey struck out!    
VI.  YOU OUGHT TO PLAY YOUR BEST:

A.  The Best the Unsaved Can Do is Trust Christ:

B.  The Best the Christian Can Do is Live for God:

     1.  According to the Rule Book. 

     2.  According to God's Priority:  Mt. 6:33

ILLUS:  Minnesota: 1 - 0 in 10th inning.  Tileman hit a double & got on 2nd.  O'Toole hit a home run. Tileman ran to 2nd to 3rd & dropped dead of a heart attack!  O'Toole ran to 3rd, picked up Tileman & brought him "home". They counted it  2 runs!  One runner ran till he dropped; good Christian doctrine.  The other brought the 1st runner in with him.  (You can have an influence after you are dead; ex.: Tape Ministry, Oliver B. Greene, etc.  “He being dead, yet speaketh.”)
VII.  GAME RECORDS ARE RECORDED:
ILLUS:  Accurate, complete records are kept on every ball player & every team. God keeps records too!

A.  The Lord Keeps Perfect Records: 


B.  The Records Stay With You Always:

     1.  Unsaved sinners lose the game; they "strike out"!

     2.  Only faithful believers who "strive lawfully" will be rewarded; they will play in the "World Series" in Heaven!

CONCL:  Many are "striking out" in the game of life. Some hit "foul balls".  Your opposition is the devil, and he wants to "put you out" & make you a loser.     Unsaved, you are on the losing team; transfer now.   Christian, has God had to take you out of the game?  Are you a "bench warmer"?  Do you want to be a winner? "Strive lawfully!"

"ENLIST, TRAIN & SERVE"

TEXT:  II Tim. 2:3, 4
THEME:  To  reveal the hardships & trials of the Christian who is willing to "go into training" for the Lord, and to point out the blessings and rewards inherent in the Gospel ministry. 

INTRO:  This is an age of nuclear weapons and super missiles.  An age of super-sonic jets with tremendous striking power.  But it is still the age of the plain ordinary foot-soldier as well.  Military experts advise us that the common old "G.I." is and always will be the most important and decisive factor in a war.  Thus, it behooves our country to always keep an adequate number of foot-soldiers trained and ready to do battle for their country. To do otherwise would be disastrous.   The same is true in the Lord's work.  Although this is an age of speedy and accurate communications systems, and though the scientist promises us greater awareness in the future - space satellites, space communication centers, etc. - the Lord's work must be done on an individual "foot-soldier" basis.  The Word must be carried by well-trained, well-equipped individual soldiers of the Cross, devoted to their calling and to their Great Commander-in-Chief, Jesus Christ.  Question:  Where do you receive the necessary training to be a good soldier?

I.  THE BOOT CAMP:  v. 3

A.  Training for Hardships to be a Good Soldier:

     1.  Leave home, friends and loved ones:  Mt. 19:29

     2.  Rough training, exposure to heat, hunger, and fatigue:  I Pet. 4:12-16

ILLUS:  "Strength Through Struggling"    A planter had the cocoon of an emperor moth, and one day watched it bursting. The magnificent creature was just about to emerge from its old grave clothes.  He saw it struggle to burst its bonds, pitied it, and taking a pair of scissors, cut the old garment so as to permit it to emerge easier.  So it did, but it was an abortion; it could neither stand nor fly.  Its difficulties were simply for the purpose of giving it strength to rise above the world upon which it used to crawl.  So the Christian soldier’s struggles develop strength.

     3.  Equip you for battle.

          a.  Weapons and equipment:  Eph. 6:13-19

          b.  Knowledge of enemies:  I Pet. 5:7-10

          c.  Learn the use of weapons:  I Pet. 3:15







     4.  Learn how to recognize the real enemies.  (world, flesh, devil) 
ILLUS:  Saul and the Amalekites:  Saul did not slay his enemies and they later rose up and slew him.

TRANS:  BOOT CAMP may seem tame, but it is necessary.  The day of combat may look more appealing and exciting because it is far away and full of adventure (same with mission fields), but the BOOT CAMP prepares you for:
II.   THE BATTLE FIELD:  v. 4 

A.  Severing Ties:

     1.  Occupational ties:  (though innocent)

ILLUS:  SOLDIER...A watchmaker was drafted into the military.  While in camp he repaired watches, then came the battle call.  His company had to strike tents & move out but he said, "Wait, wait.  I can't go yet, I have pro​mised these watches for Saturday night".

     2.  Free from all civilian interests:
ILLUS:  More than one soldier has been a deserter due to outside interests causing him to go AWOL.  Lk. 14:33

B.  Pleasing the Commander:  v. 4b


     1.  Strip off all encumbrances:  "lay aside every weight"  (Self-interests, sin)


     2.  Put on the armor.


     3.  Prepare to die, if necessary, the cause of the Cross.


          a.  When the call is sounded, you are committed.  There is no time for furloughs or 
discharges. 

          b.  "Burn all bridges behind you."   Don't allow for retreat.

TRANS:  Before you can go to the Battlefield and even before Boot Camp to train, you must appear before the BOARD!
III.  THE BOARD: (Selective Service)

A.  Enlisting for Training:


     1.  May be rejected:  4-F’s

          a.  The unsaved have never been saved and thus don’t even classify, let alone be considered for service.

          b.  A Christian who is not "sold out" will entangle himself sin and have other commitments and get "tangled up" in 




the world.


     2.  May be accepted:  1-A's 

          a.  Unsaved:  Rom. 10:13

          b.  Christian…committed…heard the call (must be listening not waiting for feeling; the call is heard, not felt.)


B.  Qualifications of Those Who Would Enlist:

          a.  Unsaved:

               1)  Recognize sinful condition:  Rom. 3:23


               2)  Acknowledge fact you need Savior:  Rom. 5:88 

               3)  Call upon Him for salvation:  Rom 10:13

          b.  Saved:

               1)  Age no barrier.

               2)  Physical limitations no barrier.


               3)  Heart's desire and dedication needed.


               4)  "Sworn in"...make commitment.


               5)  Be of one will with Commander:  subordination.
TRANS:  More than one soldier has been shot for doing other than what the Commander wished, even though it was good.

CONCL:  Have you been to the BOARD? Go enlist (accept Christ as Savior).  This personal battle must be settled before you can give yourself entirely to God's battle.


 

  Would you like to go to BOOT CAMP to receive the proper training?  (Every young person who is born ag​ain needs at least one year of Boot Camp, whether going to full time service or not.)



  Maybe you think you cannot go to the Battlefield because of some weakness on your part.  Are you committed to the battle…on your job?  in your home?  in your neighborhood?  at your school?  in your church?    God has provided the resources for the battle; in fact, II Chron. 20:15 says that "the battle is not yours, but God's".
"HOW TO AVOID BECOMING A BATTLEFIELD CASUALTY"
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:3-4; II Cor. 10:3-4
INTRO:  A.  I read a message by Dr. Jim Vineyard, who was a green beret/special forces soldier in Vietnam & Laos. He outlined some principles for soldiers on the battlefield to help them avoid getting killed & applied them to the Spiritual Warfare of the believer. I would like to share some of them with you.


  

   B.  How many have been in the military?  How many have been on the battlefield? (Every believer! Read texts above.)   I have been a believer for many years & have been preaching many years, and I have witnessed many Christian soldier casualties.  I have also seen many who have stayed in the battle in spite of severe wounds & hardships.  I have learned some "secrets" about “HOW TO AVOID BECOMING A BATTLEFIELD CASUALTY" which I want to share with you.
TRANS: To avoid becoming a battlefield casualty... 
I.  WEAR THE UNIFORM:

A.  The Uniform Provides Identity & Protection:

     1.  Wearing the uniform identifies which side you are on.


     2.  This helps protect you from "friendly fire".
ILLUS:  We have all heard the cliché which says that "Christians are the only ones who shoot their own wounded".  That may happen occasionally, but more often, I have witnessed believers going out of their way to help the wounded!  In fact, that’s one of the things being a believer is about!



    
  People make professions of faith but never get involved in the church & then wonder why people don't rush to help them when they have problems! They have refused to identify with the army by "putting on the uniform"!

     3.  A believer ought to do whatever his or her Commander-in-Chief orders him to do; no questions asked.

ILLUS:  Some Christian soldiers put off baptism or complain about standards. If you love the Lord Who saved you, you ought to be willing to walk backwards the rest of your life if that’s what He requires!  Some men refuse to get a Christian haircut even after they read that it is a shame for a man to have long hair.  When my platoon sergeant said, "Son, you need a haircut", I didn't respond with "I just got one yesterday." I just marched down to the post bar​ber & got another one!  Some women complain about how Christian ladies are to dress. Jim Vineyard said his wife doesn't wear britches or shorts. He said she doesn’t want to wear them, and if she did, he wouldn't let her. A woman told his wife, "If I was married to him, I'd just do what I wanted". He said his wife lean​ed over to her, patted her on the leg & said, "No, honey, you wouldn't!"

II.  ATTEND THE BRIEFINGS:

A.  That's Where You Find Out What You Need to Know:

     1.  Christians are supposed to be faithful in church services!


     2.  Many come about ½ the time & expect to know how to respond in a crisis.


     3.  Preaching is the believer's life blood. It is the regular input of spirit​ual truth to help you survive on the devil's 





battlefield.


     4. You don’t need counseling sessions or therapy, you need preaching!

ILLUS:  In wartime if a soldier misses the briefings he is liable to make a fatal mistake. He will be caught unprepared & unprotected. If we have a Missions Conference, or a tent meeting or a chicken killing (!), you should be here!

III.  USE THE WEAPONS:
ILLUS:  In the military you are taught to sleep with your weapon, ready to use it!   In Vietnam many young soldiers were found in a foxhole with a bullet hole in the back of their head, lying in a fetal position with their cartridge belt on, but without their rifle! They became a casualty.


A.  God Has Given the Christian Soldier Weapons to Use:

     1.  The Bible is our main offensive weapon. "The Sword of the Spirit"


          a.  The Bible tells us how to live, raise our families, treat our wives, witness, be a blessing, how to help the poor & 




 how to be a friend.


          b.  Preaching is necessary, but personal Bible Study is imperative.


     2.  The Holy Spirit directs us from within.


     3.  The example of other godly Christians is a weapon we can use.

IV.  BEWARE THE TRAITORS:
ILLUS:  Red McDaniel was the most tortured soldier in Vietnam - as a POW he spent 87 months (over 7 yrs.) in captivity. His cell mates, 2 Navy chaplains (!) & an Air Force colonel, would put him in leg irons at night, & then go out & play Ping-Pong with the N. Vietnamese guards!  They were traitors.  He stayed faithful!

A.  There Are Traitors in the Lord's Army:

     1.  When someone comes to you to criticize the pastor, hand them a 3 X 5 card & tell them to write down their 





criticism, sign it, & inform them that you are going to give it to him.


     2.  Some of you are afraid to offend one of the brethren who are trait​ors; don't worry about offending traitors!

V.   KNOW THE ENEMY:

A.  Knowledge Is Power:
ILLUS:  In warfare it is common practice for the enemy to pretend to be on your side & even wear your uniform! In Judges 12 we have an example of this.




The Ephraimites would try to escape from Jephthah & the test was to have them pronounce the word "Shibboleth." If they said "Sibboteth" they knew they were the enemy & would kill them. In WWII German soldiers would don U.S. uni​forms to infiltrate our lines. The test was to ask questions only an American would know; history, sports, etc. Without the test our men would end up as casualties!  Knowledge of the enemy is power.


     1.  If someone is not in fellowship with the pulpit, he is your enemy!


     2.  If someone is trying to undermine the ministry, he is your enemy!


     3.  It is not just the devil who is our enemy, but anyone the devil is using at a given point.


     4.  The enemy sows seeds of discord among the brethren, by questioning the wisdom & authority of the leadership in 



the church.

VI.  AVOID THE PROPAGANDA:

A.  Don't Listen to the Enemy's Broadcasts:
ILLUS:  In WWII it was Axis Sally & Tokyo Rose.  Both were American women working for the enemy.  In Vietnam it was Hanoi Hannah. She was supposed to be an American (she could have been Jane Fonda!).  Our enemy has his Judas' goats on radio, TV & the media. There are the Jim Fakers, Jimmy Braggarts, James Snobsons, Jesse James Jacksons, Robert Shisters, John MacAwefuls & Chuck Swindlers!  They use the wrong Bible, give unbiblical counsel, preach another gospel & preach smooooth doctrine! Beware!  

Gal. 1:8-9:  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed (damned).  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed (damned).

     1.  We need to beware the counsel of the ungodly!


     2.  We need to beware the preachers/teachers who have the wrong bible, the wrong stand, the wrong standards, the 



wrong music, the wrong doctrine or the wrong plan of salvation.

VII.  DONT BECOME WEARY:

A.  Try To Get Some R & R:

     1.  Jesus told His disciples to "come apart...and rest awhile..." Mk. 6:31


     2.  Go shopping, yard sailing, fishing, golfing, play ball, refocus, re-ener​gize, so you can get back in the battle.


     3.  Get off the front lines for a season & get a new perspective, but "NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER quit!" - 




Winston Churchill

QUOTE:  Churchill said, "...we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. We shall fight in France; we shall fight on the seas & oceans. We shall fight with growing confidence & growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, what​ever the cost may be. We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the land​ing grounds, we shall fight in the fields & in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender."

VIII.  IGNORE YOUR WOUNDS:

A.  Get Over Your Hurts:

ILLUS:  Imagine a soldier on the battlefield who gets shot in the leg. He throws down his weapon, holds his leg & cries. Someone says, "Here comes the enemy. Pick up your gun & shoot." But he continues to moan, cry & plead for sympathy. He is just moments away from being dead meat!


     1.  Too many Christians get hurt & quit fighting the battle.


     2.  They whine & complain about their wounds & quit serving & the enemy soon finishes them off.

CONCL:  Our text says we are to learn to "endure hardness as a good sol​dier of Jesus Christ".  We are also to keep ourselves from worldly entangle​ments which will neutralize our effectiveness! Are you about to become a casualty? I have just given you 8 things which will help you to "AVOID BE​COMING A BATTFIELD CASUALTY!"   Did the Holy Spirit remind you of some area of weakness?  Some complaint or wound you have that you need to get over? 
"THE COMPLETE CHRISTIAN"

TEXT:  II Tim. 2:5, 6, 15 

THESIS:  To show from six pictures Paul paints in ch. 2 of what "THE COM​PLETE CHRISTIAN" should be.

INTRO:  A.  What is a "complete" or "balanced church"?  One that is sound doctrinally, has high standards, stresses soul-winning & builds believers.  These emphases today have been replaced with entertainment, music, "sharing", singles programs, sermonettes & low (or no) standards.


  B.  What is a "COMPLETE CHRISTIAN"?   Paul paints a word por​trait of the balanced believer in ch. 2.  He uses illustrations from various areas to do so:   A SON (v. 1),   A STEWARD (v. 2),   A SOLDIER (v. 3, 4),   & now A SPORTSMAN (v. 5),   A SOWER (v. 6) &   A STUDENT (v.15)

I.  A SPORTSMAN (ATHLETE):  v. 5


A.  An Athlete is Disciplined:  "strive"

     1.  The word "strive" is "athlein" in Greek.


     2.  The picture here is of a professional, not an amateur.


          a.  The spare-time Christian is a contradiction in terms.


          b.  The pro gives his entire life to his sport.

NOTE:  Diet, discipline and dedication are the hallmarks of the good athlete — AND the good Christian.  His diet is God's word, his discipline is keeping "under his body" & his dedication is to please his Savior.


B.  An Athlete Wants to Win:  "crowned..."


     1.  That is his motivation, ambition & desire.


     2.  He wants that crown (stephanos) - in the Greek & Roman games, a laurel wreath - its value was 
not in what it was, 



but in what it represented.

NOTE:  The "well done" from our Savior will commemorate our accomplishment for Him, and that is what is important.

ILLUS:  On the locker room of a hockey team in the NHL (Washington) is the motto: "IF YOU DON'T WIN FAIR, YOU DON'T WIN AT ALL."  




Ex.:  Ben Johnson broke all records for speed in the 1988 Olympics & was billed as "the fastest human," but he was on steroids & was disqualified & disgraced when he had to return his gold medal!  Winning is important, but not the most important thing.  Home run hitters often strike out.  You will NOT always win; you will lose somewhere!  If the devil doesn't get your kids, he'll get your wife, your money or your health, or your "godliest" kid will get divorced & your backslidden kid will get a promotion.  But YOU must "strive lawfully" anyhow!!!!!
II.  A SOWER (FARMER):  v. 6

A.  A Farmer Works Hard:  "laboreth..."

     1.  "laboreth" = labor to the point of exhaustion & weariness.


     2.  God's work demands labor - the glamour soon wears off.

NOTE:  The 3 great dangers of the ministry are money, sex & laziness. The dedicated farmer doesn't need an alarm clock; nor does the dedicated Pastor.  The hardworking farmer is too busy for outside sexual interests; so the hardworking Pastor. The farmer is content with having his needs met, not in getting rich; so the Pastor.


B.  The Farmer Has Priority of Harvest:  "first partaker..."

     1.  God's man should be supported by those to whom he ministers.  cf. I Cor.9:9; Gal.6:6 

     2.  The preacher/teacher always gets more out of the sermon or lesson than those he ministers to; he puts more into it.


C.  The Farmer Needs Patience:  "the fruits..."

NOTE:  Someone wisely stated, "The harvest is not at the end of the revival meeting - it is at the end of the age".
III.  A STUDENT (WORKMAN):  v. 15

A.  The Student Studies the Word:  "study..."

NOTE:  Jehudi’s penknife (Jer. 36:23) has cut out "study to show thyself approved unto God…" from every English version on the market.  ASV = "Give diligence to present thyself…";  NASV = "Be diligent to present thyself…";  NIV, RSV & NRSV = "Do your best to present yourself…"  


     1.  God commands us to be ready, believe, meditate, claim and STUDY the Scriptures!


     2.  God commands us to protect, preach, teach & proclaim the Scriptures!


          a.  God’s Word is the son’s treasure, the stewards trust, the soldier’s sword, the sportsman’s training manual, the 




sower’s seed and the student’s text!


          b.  God’s Word is the workman’s tool for building, measuring and repairing God’s people.


B.  The Student Seeks Approval:  "approved…not…ashamed"


     1.  The workman will either be approved or ashamed.


     2.  The word "approved" means tested & found acceptable.


     3.  The word "ashamed" means the workman’s work is below standard & must be rejected.

NOTE:  In Paul’s day a builder was fined if he failed to follow the specifications.  He "suffered loss".


C.  The Student Rightly Divides:  "rightly dividing…"


     1.  Again Jehudi’s penknife cuts out the phrase.


     2.  Lit. = "to cut straight" - you cut the Word at the right places to get the proper parts aligned correctly.

NOTE:  In Paul’s line of work as a tentmaker he had to cut animal skins carefully so they would match before sewing them together.

ILLUS:  No O.T. saint was "born-again" or spiritually circumcised.  No one receives the Holy Spirit by water baptism after Acts 2!  The Jew is not the Gentile; Israel is not the church; the Kingdom of Heaven is not the Kingdom of God; the Gospel is not the Mosaic Law and faith is not works!

CONCL:  "THE COMPLETE CHRISTIAN" is a SON, STEWARD, SOLDIER, SPORTSMAN, SOWER & STUDENT!

Are you complete?
"WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH..."
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:7-10

THESIS:  To outline Paul's prescription for heartache, affliction & suffering.

INTRO:  A.  "When the going gets tough, the tough get going!"  Not a bad motto.  That may be what Paul is telling Timothy in this passage.

ILLUS:  Some ladies believe "when the going gets tough, the tough go shopping!" Others add, "...the tough cry!"  Some men add, "…the tough fight back" or "...the tough grit their teeth" or "…the tough become weak & quit!"

  B.  Paul has more practical advice in these 4 verses.  Let's look at 4 key words:  CONSIDER, REMEMBER, SUFFER & ENDURE.  Paul says this is what the spiritually tough do.
I.  "CONSIDER...":  v. 7

A.  Ponder the Previous:  v. 7a


     1.  This verse looks back to Paul's admonitions to "the Com​plete Christian";  Son, Steward, Soldier, Sportsman and 




Sower.

     2.  The word "consider" is weighty & includes "careful examination, to think with care, to ponder, to study, to meditate, 



deliberate, reflect, contemplate, examine". - Webster
NOTE:  This is equivalent to the "Selah" of the Psalms.  Stop here & ponder the previous information on all a Christian should be.


B.  Reflect on the Following:  v. 7b


     1.  Paul prays for Timothy (& us) to have understanding. 


     2.  This verse looks ahead to the following verses dealing with suffering for Christ's sake & he wants 
 
          




Timothy's full & undivided attention:  "CONSIDER!"

TRANS:  Paul is facing death by execution.  It would be helpful for Timothy to know what his source of stamina, courage & comfort was while he sat shackled in a Roman dungeon.  Paul is about to tell Him what the spiritually "tough" do "when the going gets tough".
II.  "REMEMBER...": v. 8

A.  The Incarnation:  v. 8a


     1.  "Jesus" the man was also "Christ" the Anointed One.


     2.  This God-man was rightful Heir to David's throne.

NOTE:  Paul is saying that believers must realize who Jesus is if they are going to get through rough times. 

B.  The Resurrection:  v. 8b     


     1.  His Virgin Birth could not be proven - Mary was the sole human witness to that miraculous event. 


     2.  His death was witnessed by thousands & His resurrection by hundreds personally & its power by millions since! 
NOTE:  Christ's resurrection provides strength to suffering saints through the knowledge that death is no more final with them than it was for Him.  He is our Firstfruits. The resurrection proves His sacrifice was acceptable in Heaven. "The cross was the payment; the resurrection was God's receipt!"  Cf. Rev.1:17, 18   "Fear NOT..."




Are you suffering due to sin?  Remember He was raised for your complete justification.  Does Satan accuse you?  Remember He is your Advocate.  Do infirmities hinder you?  Remember His strength is made perfect in weakness.
III.  "SUFFER...":  v. 9

A.  We May Be Imprisoned:  v. 9a


     1.  Paul was regarded as an "evildoer" (translated "malefactor" in Mt.); the most malignant of criminals.     

NOTE:  That is why, even as a Roman citizen, he was in this horrible dungeon, in chains.


     2.  Shame, disgrace & suffering are implied; no wonder "all...turned away" from Paul!  cf. 1:15


B.  God's Word Cannot Be Imprisoned:  v. 9b

     1.  By time:  It is "forever settled" - immensely old, yet exceedingly up-to-date; ancient & modern.


     2.  By language barriers:  The Word is "quick & powerful"  in any language.
ILLUS:  Though Greek & Hebrew were the original languages, it is power​ful in English or any other language it is faithfully translated into.  It has God's breath ("inspiration") on it!


     3.  By Persecution:

ILLUS:  John Bunyan was imprisoned in Bedford, England.  The authorities said he could go free if he just wouldn't preach.   He said, "If you let me out of prison today, I will preach again tomorrow.  I will lie here till the moss grows over my eyelids, but I will never promise to cease preaching the Gospel."  He stayed 12 yrs. with his Bible & wrote Pilgrim's Progress!


4.  By Human Weakness:

QUOTE:  Spurgeon said, "The preacher who has had a bad week is full of aches & pains, he is ill, but the Word of God is not ill!" 'What will become of the congrega​tion when a certain minister dies?'  Well, he will be dead, but the Word of God is not dead. 'Oh, but the worker is so feeble!' The Word of God is not feeble. 'But the worker feels so stupid.' But the Word of God is not stupid. 'But the worker is so unfit.'  But the Word of God is not unfit. But you bitterly and truthfully lament that Christian men nowadays are very devoid of zeal.  All hearts are cold in every place; the old fire burns low.  But the Word of God is not cold, nor lukewarm, nor in any way losing its old fire.  "'Yes.' says one, 'but I am disgusted with the cases I have lately met with of false brethren.' Yes, but the Word of God is not false. 'But they walk so inconsistently.' I know they do, but the Word of God is not inconsistent. 'But they say they have disproved the faith.' Yes, they have disproved their own faith, but they have not disproved the Word of God. 'Oh, but,' says another, 'it is an awful thing to think of the spiritual ruin of so many that are round about us, who hear the Gospel, and yet after all willfully refuse it, and die in their sins.' Truly this is a grievous fact: they appear to be bound by their sins like beasts for the slaughter, but the Word of God is not bound nor injured."
IV.  "ENDURE…":  v. 10 


A.  For Others:

     1.  If the "elect" will get saved anyhow , why endure anything?

NOTE:  The Calvinist "tulip-growers " cannot handle the passage.


     2.  Paul's premise is that his sufferings may lead to others' salvation.

ILLUS:  The Calvinist would tell us that if Paul remained a tent-maker it wouldn't have affected anyone's salvation because the "elect" will get saved anyhow.  He is saying that suffering for the cause of Christ benefits lost people.  Paul says his suff​erings may result in the "elect" getting "elected"!!

CONCL:  These 4 words are Paul's way of helping God's people when things are tough.  Christ's resurrection power can encourage.  The Word of God continues to work even if we cannot.  Even our sufferings can be used to witness & win people to Christ. "Cheer up ye saints of God, there's nothing to worry about..."

"WHEN THINGS GET TOUGH, THE TOUGH TRUST GOD!"

"IF..."

or

"THREATS & PROMISES"

TEXT:  II Tim. 2:11-13

THESIS:  To reveal God's response to our reaction to suffering or persecution.

INTRO:  A.  SHE SAID, "If you leave your dirty clothes on the bath​room floor again, I'm leaving!"  HE SAID, "Is that a threat or a promise?!"  SHE SAID, "If you compare my cooking once more to your mother's, I'm going home to my mother."  HE SAID, "Is that a threat or a promise?!"


  

  B.  In the passage before us Paul makes 4 statements which are threats or promises.  We need to examine each in the light of the context & decide which it is.  Each one begins with an "if", meaning that these are distinct possibilities.  Basically Paul is saying "IF you do this...God will do this!"

TRANS:  Some believe that these 4 statements are 4 lines in an early church hymn; others say that they comprise an early confession of faith.  Paul states that they are "a faithful saying" - something you can count on... 
I.  DYING/LIVING:  v. 11b

A.  The Prospect: "dead with Him..."


     1.  To be "dead with Him" conveys several possibilities:


          a.  It may suggest that those who have trusted Christ symbolically died with Christ & portrayed that in believer’s 





baptism as per Romans 6. 

          b.  It may simply mean that through belief we are identified with Him in His death. 

          c.  Contextually it seems to suggest the possibility of martyrdom. 

NOTE:  Paul is in prison facing execution for serving Christ.  In v. 9 he says he was suffering trouble "as an evildoer" (lit. "malefact​or" or capital criminal).

     2.  To be "dead with Him" speaks of our position in Christ. (Cf. Rom. 6:3-8)


     3.  To be "dead with Him" speaks of how we are to view ourselves with respect to sin. (Cf. Rom. 6:11-14)

B.  The Promise:  "live with Him"  

     1.  This deals with the RESULT of our position in Him.


     2.  This verse teaches that death cannot triumph over us; in fact it simply guarantees eternal life.
NOTE:  I may not be all I could be or all I should be, but I shall be all I will be - not because of who I am, but because of Who He is & my position in Him!

II.  SUFFERING/REIGNING:  v. 12a

A.  The Prospect:  "suffer..."


     1.  Paul certainly qualified & was telling Timothy the pos​sibility for him to suffer was also real.

     2.  The word "suffer" is the same word translated "endure" in v. 10.
NOTE:  The paradox of these first two "ifs" is that death precedes suf​fering!  First we die with Him, then we suffer with Him.  Notice, too, that both death & suffering are seen as positive experiences.


B.  The Promise:  “reign with Him..."


     1.  Where we will be is free - what we will do is earned.


     2.  We can either be "paupers in Paradise" or "rulers in the royal realm"! 
ILLUS:  I don't enjoy suffering, but I rejoice in its ultimate re​wards.


     3.  Our participation in Messiah's heaven does not depend on our works, but our position depends on our allegiance to 



Him in times of suffering.

III.  DENYING/DENYING:  v. 12b

A.  The Tragedy:  "deny Him..."


     1.  The context suggests denial under torture or suffering.
NOTE:  This denial is not lip denial - (Korea proved that men can be made to say anything) - but heart denial.


     2.  The point is that denial of Christ is a reflection of un​belief in the heart - what’s on the inside comes out under 





persecution.
ILLUS:  Some deny Christ in the home who profess Him publicly.  They will deny Him publicly under persecution because unbelief resides in their hearts. 

B.  The Threat:  "deny us..."


     1.  Up to now it has been "we... we" now it is "we...He"!

     2.  This statement lines up perfectly with Mt. 10:32, 33  (the context is persecution)  
Matthew 7:21-23   Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.   22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?   23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

IV.  FAITHLESSNESS/FAITHFULNESS:  v. 13 

A.  The Tragedy:  "believe not…"


     1.  Belief & faithfulness are evidences of genuine conversion; unbelief & unfaithfulness are evidences of denial of Christ.


     2.  The first two couplets dealt with faithfulness & blessing; these 2 deal with unfaithfulness & judgment.

B.  The Truth:  "abideth faithful..."


     1.  Someone said there are 3 things God cannot do: die, lie or be deceived.  Paul adds a 4th:  He 
cannot deny Himself.

     2.  Actually God can never do anything inconsistent with His own nature & character - that would be self- contra​dictory.

CONCL:  The 4 "ifs" in these verses reveal 4 possibilities on our part which lead to 4 guarantees on God's part; Two for the believer and 2 for the unbeliever.  Promises & threats!  Which will it be for YOU?!
"TALK, TALK, TALK!"
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:14-18

THESIS:  To show the contrast between worthless & wicked words of her​etics & perverts & God's wonderful Words.

INTRO:  A.  This is the age of the "talk show."  Precious hours are wasted with shallow, useless, frivolous, dirty "talk, talk, talk." Guests with nothing to say endlessly spew forth words to fill time & waste the time of those with nothing to do!  It is a sign of the decadence of our age.


  

   B.  This is also the age of filthy talk.  Hollywood spices film dialogue to get the money-making "R" rating by sprinkling generously with profanity & blasphemy.  Musicians (?) like "eminem", "Madonna" et.al. use words for their shock value & become the "rich & (in) famous"  Words to no profit!


  

   C.  On the positive side of the war of words is God's Word & God's man who is commanded to "preach the Word" which alone has Divine power to save, convict & change lives.  Words are the weapons of the preacher-teacher.  But even there some warnings & exhortations are in order.
I.  WORTHLESS WORDS:  v. 14  "words to no profit"


A.  The Commission:  "put them in remembrance…"

     1.  Paul tells Timothy that in the light of his threats & promises in v. 11-13, words must not be wasted. 


     2.  Words of warning are not wasted words.

ILLUS:  That's why we have "STOP" signs instead of "please be careful of this intersection & watch for approaching traffic from both directions" signs!  Warnings need to be clear, to the point & forceful. 


B.  The Charge:  "charging them...that they strive not..."


     1.  Striving suggests useless & pointless argumentation, quar​reling over trivia.  

     2.  "Subverting" comes from the word "katastrophe" (Gr.) & speaks of demolition.
NOTE:  The normal word for building up a person in the faith is edi​fication (the same for building a house). The image here is that "words of no profit" tear down, don't build up.


Today there are more "Christian psychologists" than preachers; more books on psychology than theology.  It makes you wonder how the saints in earlier times got along on just simple obedience to God's words!  The peril of words is that they become a substitute for deeds.

II.  WONDERFUL WORDS:  v. 15  "the Word of Truth…"

A.  Study Carefully:  "study...approved..." 


     1.  We are not to rush through it, but rush "to" it!

     2.  We are to be "approved unto God" as those who have "passed the test".


          a.  These words comprise "the Word of Truth" & are the op​posite of "words to no profit."


          b.  The focus of all preaching/teaching must be the product  of studying carefully "the Word of Truth." 
NOTE:  The King James Bible is the only English version which contains this command to “Study…”!  I wonder who might want to keep 
God’s children from studying the Bible?  Hmmmm?  Listen carefully and you can hear him hiss.

          c.  Before the preacher speaks he must have passed the test of careful study.


          d.  There are no shortcuts for the "workman"; he must dil​igently study.


B.  Section Prayerfully:  "rightly dividing..."

     1.  No O.T. saint was "born again" "chosen in Christ" spir​itually circumcised, baptized or adopted, as N.T. saints.


     2.  The rapture & revelation are 2 parts of the same event but separated or divided by 7 years.


     3.  The church is not Israel & "spiritual Jews" have not done away with literal Jews.

NOTE:  "What God hath put asunder, let no man join together!"


     4.  The Kingdom of Heaven is not the Kingdom of God.
III.  WICKED WORDS:  v. 16-18    "THEIR WORD..." 

A.  Babblings:  v. 16  (cf. I Tim. 6:20) 

     1.  We are to "shun" or turn our backs in contempt to useless theories & unbiblical concepts.


     2.  The reason is that behavior proceeds from belief.

ILLUS:  Turn away from these people in contempt.  Shun their bab​blings.  They "TALK, TALK, TALK!", but produce nothing but "more ungodliness."

B.  Babblers:  v. 17  "Hymaneus & Philetus"

     1.  There is a strong contrast here between "their word" & "THE WORD" in v. 15.


     2.  "They" are named!  They are exposed as heretics.

NOTE:  This biblical policy & practice of naming names of heretics & exposing their heresies is rarely practiced today, even by "fun​damentalists" & "Bible-believers".  Why?!  Why NOT?!


          a.  Paul calls their heresy a "canker" (lit. gangrene).

          b.  Gangrene is a disease where bacteria enters a wound or injury & destroys the flesh; thus to allow false teachers 




to spread their "disease" and corrupt the Body.

     3.  Their specific heresy is also mentioned: 


          a.  They taught that the resurrection was past, identifying it as the new birth. 

          b.  Some taught that the new birth came thru water baptism - wrongly dividing the Word of Truth. (Rom. 6:3, 4)


          c.  Spiritualizing the resurrection subverts "the Truth".

NOTE:  We believe in the resurrection of this body but with dramatic changes.  We believe in the survival of personal identity - you will still be you & I will still be me.


          d.  This & other heresies "overthrow the faith of some".
CONCL:  Worthless, wicked or wonderful words? - that is the question in church circles today.  Healthy doctrine or hellish doctrine?  Sound doctrine exposes heresies & heretics.  Preaching the "whole counsel of God" uses words, but it is not just "TALK, TALK, TALK!"  It is talk using the Wonderful Words of God!
"BELIEVERS, UNBELIEVERS & MAKE-BELIEVERS"

TEXT:  II Tim. 2:19-21

THESIS:  To show how to become a vessel fit for the Master's use.

INTRO:  A.  A heretic is not necessarily an unbeliever.  Hymaneus & Philetus taught heresy concerning the resurrection of believers. That makes them heretics concerning that doctrine, but not neces​sarily lost men.  The product of their heresy, however, is danger​ous & damning; i.e., caused some to become useless or even lost (v. 17, 18 "overthrow the faith of some").


  

  B.  Someone said within the professing church there are 3 kinds or classes of people: "BELIEVERS, UNBELIEVERS & MAKE-BELIEVERS." God knows which are which & you know which you are.  Our text deals with at least 2 of these groups & possibly all three.

I.  THE SEALED:  v. 19

A.  From God's Side:  "the Lord knoweth them that are His..."


     1.  In v. 18 Paul spoke of some whose faith had no strong foundation & was shaken & "overthrown".


     2.  Now he speaks about a "great house" (v. 20) with a firm "foundation...(which) standeth SURE."  (v. 19).


          a.  Because the foundation of our salvation is Christ (I Cor. 3:11) we are secure.


          b.  We have God's seal guaranteeing ownership, a covenant relationship.
ILLUS:  When Korah & Co. gathered themselves against Moses, he stated emphatically "tomorrow the Lord will show who are His" (Num. 16:5)    It is sometimes difficult to tell the believers from the unbelievers or the make-believers - but God knows!  God is not confused or fooled.

B.  From Man's Side:  "depart from iniquity..."


     1.  The true believer must separate himself from the unbelievers & make-believers by his changed lifestyle so that not 



only will God know they are sealed but that others may know also.

ILLUS:  Moses commanded the people regarding Korah, et.al.  "Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men,…lest ye be consumed in all their sins..."  Num. 16:26


     2.  Here is a two-fold Divine & human proof of God's seal on the genuine believer.

II.  THE SEPARATED:  v. 20 

A.  Honorable Vessels:

     1.  The "great house" apparently stands for the church.


     2.  The "vessels" are obviously people or specifically believers. 


     3.  The gold & silver vessels are those who separate themselves from the wood & earthen vessels.
NOTE:  Since the context includes the babblers & heretics within the church, those who have discernment realize that though all may be vessels, not all should be included in fellowship.   This is in harmony with Paul's other teaching concerning separ​ation from immoral, disorderly, divisive, lazy & doctrinally un​sound saints.  These are not unbelievers - just make-believers.


B.  Dishonorable Vessels:

     1.  Could it be that the wood & earthen vessels may also be, or become honorable, vessels?


     2.  Could it also be that the silver & gold vessels may become dishonorable vessels?

ILLUS:  We have all known some with great talents, gifts & potential (silver & gold) who have become dishonorable vessels.  We have also known simple saints (wood or earthen) who have honored the Lord & blessed others.   Every "great house" needs beautiful, ornate vessels as well as simple, useful vessels. All are honorable as long as they do what they were designed to do.


            Your task or ministry may be menial, but you may be an honor​able vessel; those who are gold or silver have greater potential & thus greater accountability.

III.  THE SANCTIFIED:  v. 21

A.  Purged:  "purge himself from these..."

     1.  "from these" = heretics, babblers, vessels of dishonor.


     2.  Believers are to be separated from unbelievers (II Cor. 6) or make-believers who stubbornly continue in the wrong 



direction.

     3.  No matter his status (gold, silver, wood or earth) his standing as honorable or dishonorable is determined by his 




separation from "these" & sanctification unto the Lord.

B.  Prepared:  "prepared unto every good work..."


     1.  "meet" = old English "match mate" - someone fitted for someone else - here for "the Master’s use."

     2.  Honorable vessels are made, not born.


          a.  We are to keep from polluting influences.


          b.  By so doing we are given special honor & special service.
ILLUS:  Contaminated vessels, regardless of their external appearance, are useless.  Clean vessels may be used when more beautiful vessels are set aside! 

CONCL:  In every church there are "BELIEVERS, UNBELIEVERS & MAKE-BELIEVERS".
Which are YOU?!  If you are a believer, separate yourself from unbelievers & make-believers.  Keep uncontaminated & be an honorable vessel!

"THOSE WHO OPPOSE"
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:22-26 
THESIS:  To show God's prescription for releasing Satan's captives.
INTRO:  A.  Some folks oppose the preaching of Christ.  Some oppose the preacher himself.  Some oppose change in the church.  Some just oppose!  Then there are "those who oppose themselves" (v. 25) They are the subjects of this passage.  How should they be recognized?  How should they be treated?


  

  B.  Paul has characterized the faithful Christian as a son (v. 1), a steward (v. 2), a soldier (v. 3, 4), a sportsman or athlete (v. 5), a sower or farmer (v. 6), a student (v. 15), a vessel (v. 20), & now in this section as a servant (v. 24).  How should a servant handle himself, & how should he handle "those who oppose themselves"?

TRANS:  First, he speaks to the servant concerning his own attitude & lifestyle.  He is to...

I.  FLEE & FOLLOW:  v. 22

A.  He Must "Flee" Youthful Lusts:  v. 21a

     1.  The word "also" would suggest the dishonorable vessels of v. 20  

     2.  He must not only "purge himself" (v. 21) from external defilements, but also purify himself from internal corruption.
NOTE:  The "youthful lusts" imply sexual impurity.  Paul knew male instincts.  As a young man Timothy would be especially vulner​able.  As a man gets older the lusts remain, but the opportun​ities diminish.  If more preachers would heed this warning, the cause of Christ would be much stronger.


B.  He Must "Follow After" Four Things:

     1.  When a convert quits something, he must take up something.


     2.  The vacuum must be filled!

NOTE:  Separation FROM is good, but sanctification TO is necessary. (v. 21) We need to "put off" the old life & "put on" the new man. (Eph. 4:22-24)


     3.  The "flee" & "follow after" are intense actions.

          a.  The "lusts" may be many.


          b.  The balance is 4-fold:

               1)  Righteousness = right living


               2)  Faith = trust & fidelity


               3)  Love = agape - love with intensity


               4)  Peace = untroubled fellowship with others.

II.  AVOID & ADMONISH:  v. 23, 24


A.  He Must Avoid Ignorant Questions:  v. 23

     1.  The servants' purpose is to win souls, not win arguments.


     2.  The servant is to avoid useless & profitless questions.

ILLUS:  This is obviously not designed to get Timothy the preacher to avoid rebuking & identifying heretics & "babblers" like Hymaneus & Philetus, but not to become involved in useless debate over their babblings.  (v. 14, 16)  He is talking about PERSONAL DEPORTMENT when dealing with individuals.   The "foolish questions" are "Where did Cain get his wife?" "How could Mary have a sinless child unless she was sinless?"  "Who made God?"  "Could God make a rock so big He couldn't move it?"  & other useless drivel.


     4.  The servant is to avoid needless strife by avoiding stupid questions.

ILLUS:  That's why you don't enter into debate with cultists!  "Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like him." (Prov. 26:4) 

B.  He Must Admonish Gently:  v. 24


     1.  Striving results when we are sucked into foolish debate.

ILLUS:  A dying man recently told me you can't get saved in this life - we are only saved after we die - hopefully!   He only read the Bible to raise questions, not to seek answers. I refused to discuss it with him! 

     2.  The Bible student states his point & rests his case. 


     3.  The Bible student readily teaches those who wish to know, but doesn't waste time on babblers.
III.  REPROVE & RESCUE:  v. 25, 26

A.  He Must Reprove With Meekness:  v. 25


     1.  "Those who oppose themselves"  will go to hell unless they repent.
NOTE:  Nothing is said here about the "unconditionally elected elect" repenting.  All men everywhere may repent & God desires their repentance.  Cf. Mt. 12:41 where 400,000 Gentiles in Nineveh did so!!  Tyre & Sidon COULD have repented if they had seen what Christ did in Chorazin & Bethsaida & WOULD have according to the Savior!


     2.  To repent they must acknowledge the truth! 

     3.  To continue in ignorance is to "oppose themselves". 

B.  He Must Rescue With the Truth:  v. 26

     1.  The word "recover" means to awake out of a drunken stupor.


     2.  Satan makes people "drunk" with his lies, & the servants' task is to sober them up with the truth & rescue 






them from his snare.
NOTE:  If some are "elect to hell" there is no hope & soul-winning is senseless, & no amount of teaching or instructing will set the captives free.


          a.  There is no recovery from Satan's stupor or release from Satan’s snare apart from the acknowledging of the 





 truth.

          b.  God will not give a man repentance until he is willing to receive instruction.  (Prov. 5:22, 23)

CONCL:  "Those who oppose themselves" are without hope apart from God’s people who are willing to be "servants" & soul-winners.  Do YOU qualify?  Are you clean?  Are you careful?  Are you committed?

"BEWARE THE SNARES OF SATAN"
or
"DROP OUTS, COP OUTS & FLOP OUTS"
TEXT:  II Tim. 2:26
THESIS:  To warn about Satanic snares laid for the believer.

INTRO:  A.  "Where is so & so? They used to be so faithful. I can’t remember when I saw them in church last." Answer:  They have been trapped. They are Satan's pris​oners.

  

   B. They didn't "lose it" - if they had it. They are still God's property, they are just temporary prisoners who have been rendered useless to God's service; or worse still, they are a negative example to the unsaved who were watching them. They are not demon possessed, but may be demon oppressed; i.e., influenced, enticed, tempted & snared. (There isn't a lot of difference between possession & oppression, practically speaking.  Both are bad, though one is worse.)

ILLUS:  A man goes to the Dr. & he says, "I have bad news & worse news for you." He tells the man, "The bad news is you've only got 24 hours to live." The man says, "That's the bad news.  What could be worse than that?!" The doctor says, "The worse news is that I have been trying to call you since yesterday."

  

  C.  They are not irrevocably lost; they can be set free from the trap. The text says that they can "recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."
I.  DROP OUTS FOLLOW SATAN'S WILL:  v. 26

A.  Satan's Will or God's Will?:

     1.  Satan has a will for you.

ILLUS:  If you don’t want to become a "drop out" you had better avoid his will for you.  Satan has a girl (or guy) for you to marry just as God does.  "BEWARE SATAN'S SNARES."  Satan has a job for you, a place for you to live (Lot), a career for you, etc.

     2.  God's will gives more than it takes.


     3.  Satan's will takes more than it gives.

ILLUS:  A man told me that since he quit coming to church he got a great job, he is having less trouble with his family than before, etc.  I told him not to get too excited, Satan hasn’t presented the bill yet!


B.  Service or Snares?:

     1.  Service is satisfying & God's will is gratifying.


     2.  Snares are painful, but they don't have to be fatal!  "recover themselves"

     3.  Failure may be harmful but it doesn't have to be final.
ILLUS:  BEWARE THE SNARES OF SATAN - though not always fatal, they can be extremely harmful.  Know this, that it is rare for those who become captives to set themselves free.  Also know that if you have fallen for one of his traps in the past, you are more likely to get trapped again - with permanent or even fatal results. You may never "recover."  Most drops outs I have known over the years don’t "recover!"

II.  COP OUTS FOLLOW THEIR OWN WILL:
ILLUS:  Satan gets more credit than he deserves.  He isn’t always in back of our cop outs.  We are not involved in his will directly; we just fall into the pit we ourselves dig!  It is our own will that is often the problem!

Eccl. 10:8:  "He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him."

A.  These Are the Hedge-Haters:
ILLUS:  These are the believers who hate hedges (standards, rules, responsibilities). They often "cop out" by such original clichés as: "My mother made me go to church when I was a kid. I am an adult now & nobody can make me go, so I ain't going!"  Catch the logic.  "My mother made me get a bath everyday when I was a kid. I am an adult now & I don’t bathe anymore!"  or "My parents made me go to bed early every school night.  I am an adult now, and I don’t go to bed anymore."  The reason your parents made you do these things is because they are right.  Your logic is a cop out.  There is a bigger problem.  It's because you are a weak-minded 'Christian' and you don’t want to do what’s right.  You are a hedge-hater.


     1.  Hedges are there for your protection.

     2.  The danger in removing the hedge is the serpent on the other side is waiting to bite you!

B.  These Are the Wall-Wreckers:
ILLUS:  You say, "I went to a Christian school and I got tired of all those rules, demerits, etc. I am an adult now, and I will live as I please.  Forget the rules." That's why your kids are such brats!  That's why you don’t have enough character to get up on Sunday mornings for Sunday School.  That’s why you don’t have a decent haircut or wear modest clothing, and that's why your son will grow up to be a waste or your daughter a loose woman. Go ahead & tear down the walls of morality, decency, modesty and character, but the price tag is high and it will be paid.


C.  These Are the Edge-Walkers:

     1.  Standards are a safety net.


     2.  They are there so if you fall, you won’t get hurt too badly.

     3.  But if you live on the edge and you fail, you are going to get hurt.

ILLUS:  You say, "I don’t see anything wrong with tattoos." God does! You say, "I don’t see anything wrong with wearing my cap backwards, or wearing those baggy pants, or wearing my underwear above my belt or on the outside (!), or getting my hair dyed green or.................."  But you know in your heart that is a cop out. You know in your heart that they are all signs of a rebellious heart which God hates! You say, "Well I won’t go quite that far, but I will live on the edge."  Pretty soon you will fall & it will be too late, or your example will infect and affect others and be the means to their destruction.  Why don’t you just get right with God?!

III.  FLOP OUTS IGNORE GOD'S WILL:
I Pet. 5:8:  "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:"

A.  They Underestimate Satan's Power:

     1.  He was the strongest angelic being in heaven & some believe the heavenly Choir director.
ILLUS:  He knows the power of music and its devastating effects when improperly used.  R & R, Rap, Country & Western, Soul, R & B, etc. are all tools in his kit.  They are all snares or traps to take prisoners.   You are no match for him or his wiles (Greek: methodia).  His snares are powerful.  One angel came into Egypt one night & killed hundreds of thousands; another angel slew an entire army.  Satan is more powerful than either of those angels.  BEWARE THE SNARES OF SATAN.

     2.  Christians who underestimate his power end up as trophies on his wall.

ILLUS:  Let me tell you how brave I am.  I once walked into a room full of wild animals and several were deadly carnivorous ones.  Of course they were all dead & stuffed & hanging on a hunter's wall.  They were render​ed harmless, just like the "flop out" Christian snared by Satan.

B.  They Overestimate Their Own Power:

     1.  Satan knows your weakness.

ILLUS:  Boxing is a cruel sport (but I like it! - so do you!).  A boxer's eye gets a small cut over it.  Guess where his opponent will aim his punches?  He will keep punching that eye till it swells shut!  He has found a weakness he can use to his advantage.  Satan knows your weaknesses & will keep punching you there every opportunity. You need to keep your guard up. He will work on one little area in your life.  Maybe he will work on your attitude.  He will magnify one little thing till it looks so much bigger than it is.  He can do this because he knows your weakness in this area.  First thing you know that problem will look so big, you will quit coming to church!


     2.  Satan knows your desires.

ILLUS:  He used Eve's desires.  She had it made.  She didn’t have to work.  She didn’t even have to wash clothes!  But she may have been eyeing the fruit on that one tree.  The Bible says it was pleasant to the eyes.  He knew that was her weakness. That’s where he hooked her; then reeled her in.  Every funeral you attend, hospital patient you visit, sickness you get, pain you experience, came from her weakness. You are weak, too!




 He is like Monte Hall of the old "Let's Make A Deal."  You already have $5,000 in your hand.  He will entice you to trade what you have for what may be behind Door #2.  After you do, you find out there is a goat behind the door.  The devil slithers up to you and tells you that you can have that pretty woman at the office if you will trade in your wife & family.  Or he will whisper that you can have that good paying job if you will work more hours and miss church a little.  BEWARE SATAN'S SNARES!
CONCL:  Avoid being a DROPOUT, COP OUT OR FLOP OUT by being more alert to Satan's snares.  Don't be like the stupid mouse that sees the trap, but has to sniff the cheese & soon finds his brains bashed in by the bar on the trap.  It will be too late.  You are no match for your adversary.




  Unsaved friend, he already has you held captive.  But you, too, can "recover yourself" by trusting Christ today!

"THE 'LAST DAYS' ARE NOW!"

TEXT:  II Tim. 3:1-5

THESIS:  To sound a warning to believers living in these "last days".

INTRO:  A.  A cocaine-addicted mother smuggles her dope into the country by stuffing the dead corpse of her little baby & stitching it up!  A father can't stand his crying baby so he takes a lit cig​arette & burns its little body again & again so it will "have something to cry about"!  A baby sitter drinks up the booze in the family bar, wraps the little child in tin foil, puts it in the microwave & bakes it to death!  Truly these are the "last days" before Jesus comes back.  "Without natural affection."

  

  B.  Because the rape victim in the "Central Park Jogger" case suffered brain damage & could not identify her attacker, 17 yr. old Stephen Lopez did not go to trial for rape, attempted mur​der or even simple assault.  He plea-bargained to stealing a radio from another jogger & could be back on the street before Christmas!   Police arrested Peter Thomas for exposing himself to a young girl, & police found a videotape in his car which showed him sex​ually molesting 4 very young girls.  He pleaded guilty but the judge ruled it was OK for police to search his vehicle but were not allowed to VIEW the videotape, and he was set free!



  C.  A paid killer, Allen Janecka, admitted ringing the bell of Mr. & Mrs. John & Diana Wanstrath's home in Houston.  When they came to the door both were shot in the head, & when he found the 14 month old baby, his accomplice shot him in the head as well. The murder weapon was found & he confessed to the multiple mur​ders, but because of a technicality (he didn't reveal who hired him), his sentence of death was overturned.  He could knock on your door next!  READER'S DIGEST
TRANS:  These indeed are the "last days" - NOW!  And these lost derelicts are with us - NOW!

I.  THE LAST DAYS:  v. 1

A.  Prophetic Truth:

     1.  God's Word is sure:  "This KNOW... SHALL come... "

     2.  Apostasy, not revival, is predicted.

NOTE:  Several times in church history it seemed as though revival was God's program - & it was.  But just before the rapture, in this Laodicean age, it is apostasy! 

B.  Perilous Times:

     1.  Within this period of "last days" will be "times" (seasons) of different kinds; but as the "times"

          wind down, they will intensify and become "perilous".


     2.  Satan will pull out all his stops because "he knoweth that he hath but a short time."  (Rev. 12:12)

     3.  It is imperative that believers know where they are in God’s program.
ILLUS:  Too many are like the pilot who informed his passengers, "We are lost, but we are making very good time."

     4.  These "last days" began with Jesus' earthly ministry (Heb. 1:1, 2) & will continue till He returns, but the perilous 




times of the "last days" are NOW!


     5.  The word "perilous" = "dangerous; savage" (same Gr. word used to describe the maniac of Gadara  in Mt. 8:28), 


     suggesting that the violence of these last days will be demonic in origin.
II.  THE LOST DERELICTS:  v. 2-5

A.  Their Characteristics:  v. 2-4

     1.  They are religious rebels:  cf. v. 5a

     2.  They are self-lovers:  v. 2a

NOTE:  "The heart of every problem is a problem in the heart."   There is an emphasis on "love"!  They love themselves first.  They love money & things ("covetous"); they love to boast; they love what they have done ("proud") & they love pleasures that cater to their ego & esteem & their evaluation of themselves (v. 4b).   ("We worship God, love people & use things.  But when we wor​ship ourselves, we will ignore God, love things & use people " – Wiersbe)

     3.  They are blasphemers:  v. 2b

ILLUS:  They ask God to "damn" the weather, friends, family, car, plane, pilot, traffic, etc.  Sometimes God answers their prayers & sends a plane down in flames or rolls a car, etc.  Then they again blaspheme God for doing what they asked!!!


     4.  They are parent-haters: v. 2c

ILLUS:  Kids today sue parents for doing what God said about the "rod"!   Modern teens murder parents for not letting them watch a TV show or go to a rock concert.  "Without natural affection"! (v. 3a)  Parents kill babies & children.


     5.  They are thankless & defiled:  v. 2c


     6.  They are trucebreakers & traitors:  v. 3b, 4a

ILLUS:  They break marriage vows, vows to God, vows to the church, etc.  They are double-minded, double- crossers & double agents!


     7.  They are without restraint ("incontinent"), savage ("fierce") & hate believers ("despisers of…good")  v. 3c

     8.  They are  ego-maniacal, megalomaniacs ("heady, high-minded").  v. 4


B.  The Caution:  v. 5b ("from such turn away")

     1.  The faithful believer should have NOTHING to do with this re​ligious, powerless crowd!

     2.  They look good ("form of godliness"), but those with spiritual discernment will shun, avoid, mark & "turn away” from 


 them.

CONCL:  While some of these characteristics have shown up in every age with some people, the entire population is now characterized in this passage because "THE LAST DAYS ARE NOW!"  It is at once de​pressing & exciting to be living in these "perilous times"!!

"SPIRITUAL SEDUCTION"
TEXT:  II Tim. 3:6-9

THESIS:  To show the nature of the religious con-men operating in the last days & those they prey upon.

INTRO:  A.  Since "THE LAST DAYS ARE NOW" we must sharpen our spiritual discernment so we can recognize the religious charlatans, spiritual hucksters & Satanic con-artists.  Paul gives us inspir​ed information for instant identification.  In v. 1-4 he speaks of their characteristics; in v. 5 of their hypocrisy & in v. 6-9 of their converts & ultimate conclusion.

  B.  A successful con-man must be able to CONvince his victims of the validity of his claims in order to lure them into his trap.  What he sells must be made to look legitimate & attractive.  The religious con-artist makes the external trappings appealing & legitimate (v. 5) & offers a semblance of the truth.  The only good counterfeit is one not easily detected due to its similarity to the real thing.  The con-man's CONverts are the weak & undiscerning.
I.  THE CONVERTS:  v. 6 

A.  Silly Women:


     1.  These religious hucksters prey on women in their homes through a door-to-door visitation program. 
ILLUS:  These creeps "creep into houses".  They look & sound good.  They pawn themselves off as Bible students" (J/W's) or "mis​sionaries" (Mormons).  They may creep into the home via TV as an "evangelist" or via radio as "your radio Pastor".  They make their appeal when the "silly women" are at home during the day. This is the gullible "silly women" soap opera set!


     2.  This passage suggests that females are more gullible than men at least in the religious or spiritual realms.

ILLUS:  This is the day of the "Home Bible Study".  Beware - if not under the jurisdiction or control of the local church, you may become ensnared & it is obviously not biblical.


B.  Sin-Laden Women:

     1.  These women are easy targets because they are burdened with guilt.
ILLUS:  The reason they are laden with sins is because they have ex​posed themselves to "divers lusts" via TV soaps.  They have sat​urated themselves with trashy tabloids & women's magazines touting the sins of the rich & famous.  They have followed the lurid sexcapades of the stars of Hollywood & TV till their consciences are guilt-laden & are fair bait for the cultists, religious racketeers & counterfeit charlatans.

     2.  These wealthy widows & wanton wives soon are trapped & sapped of their money, loyalty - which belongs to their 



husbands & family - & often their virtue.

ILLUS:  Garner Ted Armstrong made sex slaves of hundreds (!) of "silly women".  Jim Jones, Jimmy Swaggart & Jimmy Bakker lured men & women into sexual relationships.  R/C priests have prey​ed on women while pretending to pray for their souls!

II.  THE CON-MEN:  v. 7, 8

A.  The Intellectuals:  v. 7


     1.  Knowledge is their god (a 'god' being something you are willing to sacrifice for & to!).


     2.  These men worship their own brains so are unable to come to a knowledge of "the truth".

ILLUS:  There are over 5 million books in the library of Congress with only One able to give insight & accurate information about these "last days" & "perilous times" & predict accurately what will be going on 1,000 yrs. from now!    This verse aptly describes the Nobel Prize & Pulitzer Prize winners, the Oscar & Grammy award winners, the Nat'l. Education Assoc., SEICUS, the Nat'l Assoc. for the Advancement of Science, Planned Parenthood, Gay Rights Organizations, Women's Rights Mvmt., Civil Rights Groups, the Knights of Columbus, the Masons, NASA, The Abortionist crowd, the NCC, RCC, NAE, the Ivy League Professors, the Bar Assoc., the AMA, ADA, the feminists, rabbis, priests, popes & preachers along with Capt. Kangaroo & Mr. Rogers!


B.  The Illustration:  v .8

     1.  Con-men are great counterfeiters; like Pharaoh’s court magicians who reproduced Moses’ rod-to-serpent, water-to-



blood & frog miracles.

NOTE:  These men are never named in the O.T., but Paul, by revelation, gives their names!  What they did served 2 purposes: 

1)  To further harden Pharaoh’s heart and   2)  to compound the problem presented by the plagues!     Religious racketeers always turn pe​ople away from "the faith" & bring greater judgment to their fol​lowers.    "From such turn away!"

     2.  V. 7 & 8 both deal with the religious con artists, not the "silly women" of v. 6  "MEN of corrupt minds..." 
III.  THE CONCLUSION:  v. 9 

A.  The Con-Men Stopped:

     1.  There is a limit to God's longsuffering.
NOTE:  There is an apparent contradiction between v. 9 & v. 13 ("wax worse & worse"), but in its context Paul is speaking of "the last days"; just before the Rapture & Trib.  The Antichrist & all his cohorts will only be allowed to proceed so far before being stopped.  "…except those days should be short​ened, there should no flesh be saved:..."  (Mt. 24:22)

     2.  Pharaoh’s magicians could go only so far; they could not duplicate Moses' miracles of the lice, etc.


B.  The Con-Men Exposed:

     1.  It became apparent to "all men" that Moses' God was the true God.
ILLUS:  Pharaoh got Moses & Aaron out of bed after Pharaoh had lost his first born son & urged them to take Israel out of Egypt.  Also "the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste..."  Ex. 12:31, 33


     2.  In the end of the last days it will become apparent to "all men" that Antichrist is a phony Savior & his cohorts are 



con-men. 
CONCL:  "SPIRITUAL SEDUCTION" is taking place in these "last days" before the real Savior shows up again.  God's people need spiritual discernment to separate God's men from the con-men!
"FOLLOW THE LEADER"

TEXT:  II Tim. 3:10-13

THESIS:  To show the 5-fold test Paul gives for checking out relig​ious leaders.

INTRO:  A.  As a child I had no TV so I spent many happy hours OUT​SIDE playing with friends.  We often played "FOLLOW THE LEADER". The leader would always do something difficult & we would have to try to follow.  The reward for doing everything exactly like the leader was that you could become the leader!

  

  B.  Paul - the leader - instructs Timothy to "FOLLOW THE LEADER".  He is told that it will not always be easy & would often be difficult, but the reward would be that he could then become the new leader.  Paul uses himself as an example of a good leader & gives some principles of good leadership.  "There is neither ego​tism nor boasting in this compressed biography." – Hiebert    Just basic facts which Timothy knew to be true.  (v. 10a)
TRANS:  Paul had just given over 20 characteristics of "those repro​bate concerning the truth" as he warned about "SPIRITUAL SEDUC​TION" in these "perilous times."  Now he gives "SPIRITUAL INSTR​UCTION" to help recognize good spiritual leaders in these "last days".
I.  GOOD LEADERS TEACH SOUND DOCTRINE:  v. 10b  "my doctrine..." 
     (THEY PREACH WHAT TO PRACTICE) 

A.  Basic Truth:  "The faith...the truth"  cf. v. 8


     1.  No matter how appealing his personality or pulpit manner, to be a good leader he must teach sound doctrine.

ILLUS:  I am more interested in my surgeon's knowledge & technique than in his "bedside manner."

     2.  A good leader will tell you the truth - even when it hurts or is not palatable or popular.

ILLUS:  Much preaching/teaching today is "pseudo-Christianity"; a mix of psychology, success motivation & personality, with a little bit of Bible thrown in for the theologically-illiterate church go​ers of these last days.  BEWARE!

II.  GOOD LEADERS SHOULD LIVE RIGHT:  v. 10c "my... manner of life" 
     (THEY PRACTICE WHAT THEY PREACH)


A.  Consistent Lifestyle:

     1.  Paul did not preach sacrifice & live in luxury.


     2.  Paul did not "preach cream & live skim milk".


     3.  Paul was a servant, not a celebrity.

ILLUS:  Jimmy Bakker & Jimmy Swaggart both made passionate pleas for sacrifice from their followers & lived in opulence & luxury.  They coveted wealth & celebrity status.  They are past Christian history, but new charlatans have taken their place.

     4.  Paul lived openly & had nothing to hide.  "thou hast fully known…my manner of life…"
III.  GOOD LEADERS ARE DEDICATED:  v. 10d  "my…purpose..." 
      (THEY PURPOSE TO PLEASE GOD)


A.  Yielded Service:

     1.  Paul's purpose was clear - to do God's will at any cost.


     2.  His goal was to finish the task.

          a.  He trusted God - a man of "faith".


          b.  He put up with people's attacks - a man of "longsuffering" .


          c.  He gave himself - a man of "charity".

          d.  He endured difficulties - a man of patience".
NOTE:  "Patience" connotes endurance under hardship.  "Longsuffering" means without retaliation for wrongs suffered.  Paul never gave up under hardship nor fought back to "get even" with those responsible for his difficulties.

IV.  GOOD LEADERS OFTEN SUFFER:  v. 11, 12 "persecutions...afflictions" 
      (THEY PUT UP WITH PERSECUTION) 

A.  Costly Obedience:  v. 11

     1.  "Persecutions" = "to drive away"
ILLUS:  Paul uses 3 illus. (see Acts 13:50, 51; 14:1-5 & 14:6, 19) where the Jews stirred up trouble & twice was "expelled" & "fled" & the 3rd time stoned & carried outside Lystra & his body dumped.  That's persecution!!

     2.  "Afflictions":  "mental pressure" as in "the care of all the churches."


B.  Guaranteed Suffering:  v. 12


     1.  Those who make up their mind to live for God - like what He likes, love what He loves & hates what He hates - 




"shall suffer persecution..." 
ILLUS:  Many today think if you live right you will escape persecu​tion. (With Paul's record he couldn't get called to most churches today.)


     2.  Here is one proof of Scripture infallibility:  Bible-believers SHALL & DO suffer scorn, ridicule, contempt, hatred & the 



attacks of the religionists.
V.  GOOD LEADERS EXPOSE SEDUCERS:  v. 13 
     (THEY PINPOINT THEIR COUNTERPARTS) 

A.  Spiritual Courage:

     1.  God's men are not optimists or pessimists; they are realists.


     2.  Men are not getting "better & better"; they are "waxing worse & worse".


     3.  The seducers are successful at deception - they will make converts & will even believe their own lies.     

     4.  There is not one verse in Scripture which speaks of a "last days" revival, but rather wide-spread apostasy.
CONCL:  Our ultimate leader is Christ.  But He still has some wor​thy of following.  Here is a 5-fold test to apply to religious leaders to see if they are seducers & deceivers or men of God.
"WEANED ON THE WORD"
TEXT:  II Tim. 3:14-17 
THESIS:  To demonstrate the practicality of the inspired Scriptures.
INTRO:  A.  A famous U.S. Senator ranked by historians with Washington & Lincoln as one of the top 3 who did more to shape the destiny of the U.S. than others, was a devotee of the Scriptures all his life.  He said, "From the time that, at my mother's feet or on my father's knee, I first learned to lisp verses from the sacred writ​ings, they have been my daily study & vigilant contemplation.  If there be anything in my style or thoughts to be commended, the credit is due to my kind parents in instilling into my mind an early love of the Scriptures."  His name?  Daniel Webster (1782-1852)


  B.  In our text Paul reminds Timothy of the rich spiritual heritage he had not just from his association with Paul himself, but all the way back to his formative years taught by a believing mother & grandmother.

TRANS:  This is one of the most powerful & dramatic statements on the doctrine of the Inspiration & Preservation & Power of the Scriptures to be found in the Holy Bible.
I.  COURAGE & CONTINUATION:  v. 14    

A.  The Scriptures Stabilize:
NOTE:  Paul had just spoken (v. 13) about "evil men & seducers" & the deteriorating conditions of the "last days" & indicates that Tim​othy did not have to follow in their footsteps:  "But continue thou…"


     1.  The most effective defense against the devil's lies is a powerful offense with God's truth.


     2.  The Scriptures provide stability & strength by giving the believer spiritual discernment.  "…the things…learned..."

          a.  The only refuge in such perilous times is to abide in the doctrines of God's Word. 

          b.  The believer must ingest, digest, internalize & apply the Scriptures to his life & circumstances to survive Satanic 




 subtleties.


B.  The Scriptures' Sponsor:  "knowing of whom...learned them"


     1.  The source of Scripture came from "holy men" who "spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit."

     2.  Paul reminds Timothy that he was one of those "holy men".


          a.  The Scriptures cannot be broken, added to, etc.

          b.  All new doctrines are suspect!

II.  SCRIPTURE & SALVATION: v. 15 

A.  The Scriptures Save:

     1.  Timothy "cut his teeth" on the Scriptures.  "…from a child…"

     2.  The term "holy scriptures" here = "sacred writings or letters" & suggest that little "Timmy" learned his ABC's from 



the Bible (i.e. learned to recognize letters). 

     3.  The Scriptures can enlighten even little minds to spiritual truths.

ILLUS:  Christian parents (& grandparents) must do what they can to sow God's Word into little hearts & minds.  If we don't "brain​wash" their minds with Scripture, the world will do it with garbage. Little Timothy was "WEANED ON THE WORD."  May it be so with our children.


B.  The Scriptures' Savior:
NOTE:  Of course we are not saved by the Bible, but by the Christ re​vealed in the Bible.  But the Bible is God's vehicle to pry our hearts open to receive Him.  "through faith...in Christ Jesus..."  Timothy was "WEANED ON THE WORD" & later Paul had the privilege of leading him to Christ.


     1.  The "Holy Scriptures" here are obviously not some "God in​spired originals" but a copy or probably a translation. 

     2.  But of course if they were powerful enough to make Timothy "wise unto salvation"  they had to be inspired!  (Dead 



words don’t impart life!)
NOTE:  The question really boils down to whether or not "non-inspired" Scriptures can save anyone!  Those who say our Bible is not inspired obviously believe they cannot or they must admit that a translation has "God's breath" on it, too!  What a dilemma...for THEM!

III.  INSPIRATION & INDOCTRINATION:  v. 16, 17 

A.  The Scriptures' Source:  v. 16


     1.  The word "inspiration" = "God's breath" giving us the Source of all Scripture.


     2.  Since the Source is infallible, the product must be.


          a.  Note that it is the writings, not the writers, which are inspired.


          b.  Note that it is the writings - the very words written - which were inspired, not just the ideas.


          c.  Note that ALL the writings were inspired, not just certain parts or passages.

ILLUS:  The ASV speaks of "all Scripture inspired of God" which implies there may be some "scripture" not inspired of God!  Every passage, part, portion & piece of Scripture is an infallible, inerrant and authoritative guide to the absolute truth about any subject about which it speaks.   "The Bible is the exclusive source of and the final authority for all spiritual knowledge.  Information that derives from any other source is unreliable & relative." - John Benson   The Source was God, the vehicle was "holy men", the product was Scripture, the means used to keep it pure was protected copies & translations (a vital link to the present) and the transmission or dissemination is through "faithful men" who pass it on.   The "holy Scriptures" of v. 15, which were copies or trans​lations, are called "inspired" in v. 16.  The burden to prove otherwise is on those who deny this obvious fact.  If the "grammata" Timothy had is not the same as the "graphe" which is declared to be inspired, then there are two different sets of scripture!


B.  The Scriptures' Suitability:  v. 16, 17

     1.  For teaching what is right:  doctrine


     2.  For convicting us of what is not right:  reproof


     3.  For restoring us to what is right:  correction


     4.  For showing us how to stay right: instruction in righteousness


          a.  It completes the Christian; makes us fit ("perfect").


          b.  It equips us for service ("furnished").

CONCL:  Timothy was "WEANED ON THE WORD" & therefore became a strong believer, a faithful servant & a loyal defender of the Word & the faith.














"BEWARE PROFITLESS PROPHETS"

TEXT:  I Tim. 4:1-4

THESIS:   To issue a solemn warning to Christians to avoid teachers who only tell them what they want to hear or what is comfortable.

INTRO:  A.  Paul now issues his last "charge" to Timothy.  This is his "last will & testament" and so is very solemn & sober.  Paul fore​saw the coming apostasy among believers & apparently it had already set in.  Some were growing weary of sound doctrine, strong preach​ing & "doctrine,...reproof...correction and instruction in right​eousness" (3:16).


  B.  Paul delivers this last charge "before God"; i.e., in full view of God.  With the vision of the Judge of the universe before his eyes Paul lays these earnest entreaties upon young Timothy's heart with intensity.  He is deeply concerned that the work of the Gospel continues with undiminished force after his departure.

I.  THE APOSTLE'S CHARGE:  v. 1, 2

A.  The Solemn Commission:  v. 1


     1.  The Judge: "God and the Lord Jesus Christ..."


     2.  The Judgments:  "at His appearing and His Kingdom"


          a.  The "quick" (saved) at the Judgment Seat of Christ "at His appearing" - the Rapture. 

          b.  The "dead" (unsaved) at the Great White Throne Judgment at "His Kingdom" - the Revelation.

NOTE:  These judgments are separated by 1,007 yrs.  One is a resurrection of the "just" (Dan. 12:2, 3) & the other the "unjust".  One is when Christ appears in the clouds to take home His "quickened" Bride, and the other will be at the end of His Kingdom reign .  These are the "dead" of Rev. 20:11-15.


B.  The Sober Commandment:  v. 2


     1.  Command:  "Preach the Word..."

ILLUS:  The word "preach" is "kerusso" or "herald" & calls to mind the imperial herald who goes as a spokesman for the Emperor pro​claiming in a grave, authoritative manner the message entrusted to him.  He speaks with dignity, sincerity & authority.  He dares not to withhold, revise, delay or neglect the message.  As Isaiah said in 58:1, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgressions..."


          a.  The "Word" here matches the "Holy Scriptures" of 3:15 & the "all Scripture" of 3:16.


          b.  You must have the Word & believe the Word before you can preach the Word!

ILLUS:  The message is "the Word", NOT book reviews, politics, psychol​ogy, current events, organizational programs, etc.  He is to preach - not "share" or engage in "dialogue" or promote "congregational feedback", etc.  God give us preachers of the Word instead of ped​dlers of programs or promoters of denominations!


     2.  Consistency:  "in season, out of season..."


          a.  When you get visible results & when you don't.


          b.  When you feel inspired & when you don't.
ILLUS:  The preacher is to preach when he is ablaze with a holy anointing that almost takes him out of the pulpit as well as when he feels like a used tea bag the cat dragged in.  The soul winner is to "preach the Word" whether he has a "hot prospect" in hand or is going "cold turkey" into the neighborhood.  He is to go in the rainy season or in the drought, the heat or the cold.

     3.  Communication: "…reprove, rebuke, exhort..."


          a.  "reprove" = preach for conviction.


          b.  "rebuke" = preach to warn of impending judgment.

ILLUS:  The preacher is to "comfort the afflicted, and afflict the comfortable."


          c.  "exhort" = preach to motivate, to stir up; literally it refers to calling someone forward to take action & thus 





 resembles closely an "invitation" at the close of a ser​vice.

ILLUS:  Real preaching does not show up on the TV or radio stations in America one hour a week.  Modern "preaching" is a polished, smooth, cultured "pitch".  It is "sharing", counseling, rapping, "coping", etc.  It is politicking, personality selling, using the Bible to put across the speaker & "sell" him as the latest religious "guru"!


     4.  Conditions:  "with all longsuffering & doctrine..."

ILLUS:  The real preacher will need "longsuffering" because he will be attacked, maligned, misunderstood & slandered by the Liberals, Catholics, cultists and even by his "friends" and "apostate be​lievers!" He will preach DOCTRINE!  Anything else is just religion speech making!

II.  THE APOSTATE'S CONDITION:  v. 3, 4

A.  Their Identification:  v. 3 "they..."


     1.  The word "apostasy" = "apo" (away from & "histemi") a standing position or "to fall from your former stand".


     2.  This describes believers who once stood for something; not unbelievers.

NOTE:  Scofield & others say an apostate is a PROFESSING Christian who now rejects the Deity of Christ & His atoning sacrifice.  Catholics believe both!  The text describes BELIEVERS who once stood for something, but now want smooooooth teaching instead of strong preaching!  Webster says apostasy is "ABANDONMENT OF A PREVIOUS LOYALTY".  They "will not endure sound doctrine!"


B.  Their Inclinations:  v. 3

     1.  They turn to teachers & get rid of preachers in "heaps"!


     2.  They turn away their ears from "the truth" - sound doctrine.


     3.  They turn to fables; they prefer fiction over fact.

ILLUS:  Examples:  The Bible was only "God breathed" in the "originals" - no one has an "inspired" Bible today.  Christ was crucified on a dogwood tree.  The Pope is a Christian.  Greek scholars know the Bible better than Billy Sunday or Bob Ketcham.  - Ruckman

CONCL:  We need to "BEWARE PROFITLESS PROPHETS!"  Paul tells how to identify them.  Because of "itching ears" many believers have moved from the former stand they had.  No one is immune to this virus. 
TAKE CARE!
"WHAT TIME IS IT?"
TEXT:  II Tim. 4:5-8

THESIS:  To show that at the end of his life & successful ministry, Paul is concerned about the ministry after he departs.

INTRO:  A.  Paul has been addressing the question "WHAT TIME IS IT?", and he has shown clearly that it is A TIME FOR PREPARING (v. 1) and A TIME FOR PREACHING (v. 2) and A TIME OF APOSTASY (v. 3, 4), and now will show that it is A TIME FOR APPRAISAL (v. 5).  He is about to offer an evaluation of what a God-called man's ministry must be.


 

 B.  He has spoken clearly about the phonies in the ministry who do their best to satisfy the insatiable cravings of those who have the "itching ear virus", who prefer smooooooth preaching to "sound doc​trine.  He has spoken about those who prefer "fables" to the truth.  Now he will give a Holy Spirit appraisal or evaluation of what Tim​othy's (and all other God-called preacher's) ministry should be.
I.  A TIME FOR EVALUATION: v. 5 

A.  A Comparison:

     1.  The emphasis is on the word "thou" in comparison to "they" (v. 3).


     2.  He wants Timothy to be constantly aware of his awesome re​sponsibility by warning him to be different from the ear-



ticklers.


B.  A Contrast:

     1.  Paul lists four responsibilities for God-called men:

          a.  "Watch..." speaks of spiritual discernment & constant alert​ness "in all things".


          b.  "Endure..." speaks of the incessant pressure weighing on the faithful steward, and may include actual 







  persecution.


          c.  "Do..." speaks of evangelism or soul-winning; i.e. the man of God is not just a "feeder of sheep", but a "fisher of 




 men".

          d.  "Make..." speaks of fruitfulness in the ministry to prove the minister was God-called & is not just a "professional".


     2.  An "ear tickler" is not concerned about any of these four re​sponsibilities; that's how you can spot the difference!

II.  A TIME FOR EVACUATION:  v. 6 

A.  Offered As A Sacrifice:

     1.  Paul was facing an "altar", not an execution block!


     2.  Paul saw his whole life as a "burnt offering" to God.

     3.  Paul told his followers to present their bodies a "living sacrifice," and was now about to culminate his own ministry 



by taking his words literally.


B.  Ready to Depart:

     1.  The word "departure" has several interesting usages:

          a.  Striking a tent:  Paul would trade his "tent" in for a Man​sion .


          b.  Weighing anchor:  Paul was about to "set sail" into eternity. 

          c.  Freeing a prisoner:  Paul was facing freedom, not execution. 

          d.  Unyoking an ox:  Paul's days of labor were nearly over.

NOTE:  This is what death really is for every believer.  It is simply a "departure."  "Flight 777, Savior Airlines now loading at Gate B-1; all passengers with blood-covered boarding passes may now board."


     2.  Paul knew what time it was; for him "the time of (his) departure".
III.  A TIME FOR EXPLANATION:  v. 7

A.  A Fight:

     1.  Paul fought "a good fight" like any boxer who "goes the distance".

     2.  Paul had been "knocked down, but not out" many times!

ILLUS:  Paul fought in the grand tradition of such great Fighters of the Faith as Caleb who fought a good fight till he was over eighty; Joshua battled till he was 120.  Like Eleazar whose "hand clave to the sword", Paul never turned loose of his "sword," God's Word, for his entire min​istry, & he too "wrought a great victory."  (II Sam. 23:10)


            Frederick the Great insulted General Von Seeland at an officers' banquet by telling obscene jokes about Jesus Christ & how cowardly Christians were.  The general, in his seventies, cried out, "Sire, you know that I have fought with you in 23 engagements and have never been fri​ghtened by any enemy.  I salute you, Sire, but as an old man about to pass into the presence of One greater than you - the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ Who died to save me from my sins - I love the One you have blasphemed!"  He saluted and left the table.  Frederick turned pale, arose, and cried out, "General Von Seeland!  Sir!  I beg your pardon!"  But the party was over.  In 15 minutes the hall was empty.  Von Seeland had fought a better fight than Frederick the Great.


B.  A Finish:

     1.  The image here is one of a runner in a race or marathon.


     2.  Paul ran to win and now was about to cross the finish line.


C.  A Faith:

     1.  The image here is one of a guard or steward entrusted with a grave responsibility.


     2.  Paul guarded or "kept THE FAITH" all his saved life.

ILLUS:  He kept the faith like the Popes and Cardinals do not!  If Paul had a TV audience of 1 billion people like the Pope does, he would preach God's Word.  No Pope has done this in any public appearance!  Popes are not keepers of the faith, they are seekers of fame, and they are not stewards of anything except the wealth of the Catholic Church.

IV.  A TIME FOR EXPECTATION:  v. 8 

A.  Paul' s Coronation:

     1.  The word for crown is "stephanos", the victor's crown.

     2.  This is one of 5 crowns reserved as rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ.


     3.  Note that Paul was certain of this crown; no pious "Well, I hope the Lord will be pleased with my little efforts..." 



4.  He was certain because he knew that in his heart he loved "His appearing" - the Coming of Christ FOR His saints!

NOTE:  Paul was no "pre-wrath" rapturist!  He was hoping for the Rapture any moment, but was prepared to go through death, just in case!

B.  Our Coronation:

     1.  "That day..." nails down the time of the coronation as being associated with the Rapture.


     2.  This "day" is the "day of Christ", not the "day of the Lord" which is always a reference to the judgment of the 





unsaved.


     3.  The same reward available to Paul is available to any believer who "loves His appearing".


          a.  Christ is the "righteous Judge" who always judges correctly, unlike Paul's judges in Rome who were 








 unrighteous.


          b.  Paul has one foot in the grave and his heart already in heaven.

CONCL:  Paul is not bragging, but simply stating the facts as to "WHAT TIME IT IS!"  He is speaking of God's reward for faithful servants.  We need discernment to EVALUATE those who claim they are God-called men.  We need to be ready to EVACUATE at a moments notice.  We must be able to EXPLAIN, or give an account of, our stewardship and EXPECT a crown at His coming, because we are eagerly anticipating His soon return - not be so entangled with the things of this world that we don't long & look for it!  What about YOU?

"THE STAYERS & THE STRAYERS"

TEXT:  II Tim. 4:9-15

THESIS:  To show the contrast between the "fair-weather friends" as well as the faithful friends of the Apostle Paul at the end of his life.

INTRO:  A.  Paul pens a pathetic picture of great pathos here in the closing words of this final chapter of his epistle & his life. He speaks of those who have worked with him in days past. His loneliness is evident.  His disappointment is obvious.  His plea is for Timothy, to whom these words are addressed and his "own son in the faith" and faithful co-worker, to come to his side at this crucial hour.  He knows he is about to die.  He is looking forward to seeing his Savior & receiving his rewards (v. 6-8), but he longs for the fellowship of this special friend (v. 9).

 

   B.  These words of the about-to-be-martyred Apostle can provide great encouragement to all who have or will experience the abandon​ment of friends, loneliness & deprivation.  In the darkness of the hour Paul also recalls not only THOSE WHO HAVE STRAYED, but also THOSE WHO HAVE STAYED.
I.  THOSE WHO HAVE STRAYED:  v. 10, 14, 15 

A.  Demas the Deserter:  v. 10a

     1.  Paul seems to equate "forsaken me" with forsaking Christ.


     2.  This does not mean that Demas lost his salvation, but rather that he "abandoned a previous loyalty" (def. of 





apostasy).


          a.  It is obvious that Demas was a believer and previously a profitable "fellow-laborer".  (Philemon 24)


          b.  He simply let the pull of "this present world" to draw him closer and closer to itself and farther and farther from 




Christ.

ILLUS:  "So stands the magnetic rock of worldliness across the Christian's path.  Its attraction is subtle, silent & slow, but fearfully powerful on every soul that floats within its range. Under its enchanting spell bolt after bolt of good resolution, clamp after clamp of serious ob​ligation, are stealthily drawn out." - Waychuk, p.162


The world's attraction may be summarized as treasures & pleasures.   Perhaps it was the "gods" of Greek art, the concerts, theater, poetry (the world calls it "culture" [!] - The "TV" of his day).  Or perhaps he fell due to an old attraction to booze, lust, etc.?  The result is the same regardless.  He is no longer of any value to Christ or to the ministry & wants nothing to do with other Christians.

Compare "love His appearing" (v. 8) with "loved this present world…"

     3.  The words "forsaken me" are filled with pathos and heartbreak and disappointment. 

B. Crescens the Coward:  v. 10b


     1.  The absence of a separate verb implies that Crescens & Titus also left Paul at this juncture. (v. 16)

     2.  The implication is that at Paul's preliminary hearing every​one who could have testified in his behalf "bailed out"!


          a.  It is bad enough to have a friend leave for the attraction of the world, but to have one still claiming to be your 




 friend & a "good Christian" run out on you, is worse.


          b.  Nothing else is known about this man, but what a terrible testimony is here recorded.

ILLUS:  Every pastor has had those who came and worked with him for a time but shortly, when the going got rough, left.  Their names are lost, but the painful memory of their abandonment, remains.


C.  Titus the Timid:  v. 10c


     1.  It seems strange to see this man's name associated with those who left Paul in the lurch.


     2.  Here is one to whom Paul wrote an epistle included in Scripture & the then faithful Pastor at the local church at 




Crete.


     3.  No word of censure is written, but the simple statement is sad, "Titus unto Dalmatia (Yugoslavia)".

ILLUS:  Probably one of the greatest wounds Christ received at His be​trayal was Judas' kiss!

Psalm 41:9:  "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me."

D.  Alexander the Antagonist:  v. 14, 15 (cf. I Tim. 1:20)

     1.  This man may be the Alexander the coppersmith of Acts 19:33, 34 who made a living "underselling" silversmiths in 



 the idol bus​iness in Ephesus.

ILLUS:  Paul's preaching would have made converts who would have burned their idols & that would have cut into his business.  Hit a man in the pocketbook and you make a formidable enemy!

     2.  Paul's imprecation is in lieu of retaliation; if we believe in a God of Justice, we should rejoice in His putting down 




injustice!


     3.  Paul warns Timothy of the nature of his opposition:  "he hath greatly withstood our words."

ILLUS:  This is probably a reference to opposition to Paul's preaching.  But it is possible that Alexander traveled to Rome to testify against Paul at his trial.  cf. v. 16

II.  THOSE WHO STAYED:  v. 11-13

A.  Luke the Loyalist:  v. 11a


    1.  How ironic that Luke (the Gentile?) would be the only one by Paul's side at the close of his ministry.


          a.  Paul had literally spent his life trying to win his "breth​ren according to the flesh"  to Christ.

          b.  This statement pictures the heroism of Luke as well as the loneliness of Paul.


     2.  Luke probably came to Rome as soon as he heard about Paul's arrest, but not soon enough to appear at his trial.  



cf. v. 16

B.  Mark the Missionary:  v. 11b

     1. How refreshing to see John Mark's name here as one who is "profitable to me" after their falling  out years before. 


     2.  Paul rejoiced that their rift had been healed & longed to see Mark before he was "offered" or "departed".
Ps. 133:1:  "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

C.  Timothy the Trusted:  v. 9, 11b


     1.  Perhaps no one is more important to Paul at this time than his trusted friend, Timothy.


     2.  In this "roll call" of fair-weather & faithful friends Timothy stands head & shoulders above the others.


D.  Tychicus the Tested:  v. 12 


     1.  Paul, though in prison, is still in charge of the churches & in touch with the men he personally trained. 


     2.  He is sending Tychicus to take Timothy's place in Ephesus when he comes to Rome.
ILLUS:  He previously sent Tychicus to Crete to relieve Titus (Titus 3:12).  A relief pitcher may not get all the glory, but he may help win the game.  It is a blessing to know that there is someone in the wings who can come & help when needed.


E.  Carpus the Custodian:  v. 13 


     1.  It is possible that Carpus became the custodian of Paul's cloak & books at the time of Paul's arrest in his home.


     2.  Paul was facing winter in the dungeon as the wheels of judg​ment & "justice" ground on & needed his "cloak".

     3.  He also wanted his "books" & his "parchments" or scrolls (O.T. Scriptures).


          a.  Even with impending death Paul did not lose his love for the study of God's Word; practicing what he preached. 


          b.  Apparently this is the sum total of Paul's personal pos​sessions at the end of a life of dedicated ministry.
CONCL:  THOSE WHO STRAYED & THOSE WHO STAYED...these two groups probably typify Christians in general.  Which are YOU!?!?!?!?

“ALONE - NEVER ALONE!"
TEXT:  II Tim. 4:16-13
THESIS:  To show that even if our friends abandon us we are never really alone, because we have a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

INTRO:  A.  A man suffering from severe depression and loneliness enter​ed the office of Dr. James Hamilton in Manchester, England.  The man said, "I have a mortal malady.  I have nothing to live for.  If you can't help me, I shall kill myself."  The Dr. said, "The malady is not mortal.  You only need to get out of yourself.  You need to laugh: get some pleasure from life."  "What shall I do?", the man asked.  "Go to the circus tonight to see Grimaldi the clown.  Grimaldi is the fun​niest man alive.  He'll cure you."  Horror crossed the man's face as he said, "Doctor, don't jest with me; I am Grimaldi!"


  

 B.  Man alone of the creatures seems unable to exist without companionship.  He must have someone with him.  A Psychiatrist who has specialized for 30 yrs. treating depressed people said, "The human being is the only species that can't survive alone.  The human being needs another human being - otherwise he's dead.   A telephone call to a depressed person can save a life.  An occasional word, a ten-minute visit, can be more effective than 24 hrs. of nursing care.  You can buy nursing care.  You can't buy love."


 

C.  No matter how lonely the believer is, he is never alone.  Paul found himself abandoned by his "friends" at the close of his life, but He found in Christ that while he was lonely, he was never truly alone.  He says, "...all men forsook me" (v. 16), but he then exclaims, "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me..." (v. 17).

I.  FORSAKEN, BUT FORGIVING:  v. 16

A.  Abandoned By His Friends:  v. 16a   "no man stood with me..."


     1.  The "first answer" was the one given after sentence had been passed in a Roman court.


          a.  The prisoner was asked 3 times if he would reject or deny Christ.


          b.  Paul's answer apparently "cleared the courtroom" of his "friends."

ILLUS:  Imagine: "Do you continue to avow that Jesus is the Lord & not Caesar?"  Paul testifies, "Christ is King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Caesar of Caesars!  And He is my true Friend as well as my Savior!"


     2.  Paul had to face his prosecutor and persecutors alone!

NOTE:  The call today is to compromise & cooperate, while the Bible says we are to separate!  We need to stand for the Lord.  Paul, like Jesus, had to stand all alone.  His "friends" had "abandoned ship."


B.  Appealing For His Friends:  v. 16b

ILLUS:  Paul prays for his friends.  This sounds like what Stephen did.  (Acts 7:60)  "And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.  And when he had said this, he fell asleep."

     1.  He says literally, "Don't charge them when you make up their bill."


     2.  This is what Jesus did for us by dying in our place; Paul is following Christ literally & spiritually here.
II.  PROTECTED & PREACHING:  v. 17

A.  The Lord Stood With Paul:  v. 17a

ILLUS:  Paul had been discouraged in Corinth and the Lord came and stood with him (Acts 18:9-11).  After his arrest in Jerusalem the Lord stood with him (Acts 23:11). In the middle of the sea in the storm the Lord stood with him (Acts 27:22ff).  Now in the courtroom and in the dungeon, the Lord again comes to Paul & stands with him!  His promise was, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee..." (Heb. 13:5)

     1.  His enemies withstood him:  v. 15


     2.  His friends had not stood with him:  v.16


     3.  His Savior stood with him:  v. 17a


B.  The Lord Strengthened Paul:  v. 17b

     1.  The strength was not just physical health, but spiritual back​bone.

ILLUS:  One preacher had a deacon who always hesitated to vote on im​portant matters.  When asked "Brother, how do you vote."  The answer was always, "I vote with the majority."


     2.  Christ gave Paul spiritual strength to preach in the courtroom.
ILLUS:  This was undoubtedly Paul's finest hour and perhaps one of his greatest sermons. In his "testimony" before the court, Paul "preached" so "that all the Gentiles might hear."  Paul realized that this might be his last sermon, so he must have "laid it on"!  Perhaps he began, "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears..."

C.  The Lord Snatched Paul:  v. 17c


     1.  Paul was "snatched from the jaws of death" or, as he put it, "delivered out of the mouth of the lion."


          a.  The reference to "lion" may be literal; that form of cap​ital punishment was in vogue (Paul was a Roman citizen).


          b.  More likely it is a reference to Satan (cf. I Pet. 5:8). "It ain't over till God says it's over!"

ILLUS:  Paul WAS ultimately executed - he was just temporarily "delivered."  We will all ultimately die, but our death will be a deliverance, too!  He may even "deliver" us through the rapture!

III.  RESCUED & RECEIVED:  v. 18

A.  The Promise:  "The Lord shall deliver me…"  v. 18a


     1.  Paul had been delivered in the past, he was being delivered in the present & he had God's promise of his future 




deliverance.


     2.  That "lion" had the power of death (Heb. 2:4), but Paul's Lord had greater power to deliver.


     3.  Paul is not only delivered from the evil works, but from the evil one behind the evil works.


     4.  "Every evil work" speaks of the ultimate, final deliverance. 

B.  The Prospect:  "unto His heavenly Kingdom..."  v. 18b


     1.  This is not the Kingdom of Heaven, but "His heavenly Kingdom".


     2.  This Kingdom transcends the earthly 1,000 yr. Kingdom of Heaven.

          a.  Here we are not talking of "heaven on earth", but of heaven in heaven! 

          b.  This is where Paul longed to go ever since he got his "brains beat out" in Lystra, years before and received the 




 "abundance of revelations" & "heard unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a man to utter…" when he was 



 "caught" up to the third heaven". (cf. II Cor. 12:1-9)

     3.  Paul was getting delivered from Caesar’s empire to the Kingdom where Christ is King of Kings.
ILLUS:  Paul wasn't shaking & quaking before the Roman tribunal.  He was anticipating his final deliverance.  He had had enough of earthly Kings & Kingdoms & was longing for and looking for the heavenly Kingdom. To Paul that Kingdom was more real than anything going on in that courtroom or dungeon.  His friends may have left him, but his Savior would not, nor could not .  The Lion of the tribe of Judah is more powerful than the roaring lion of the lake of fire.

CONCL:  Paul is lonely in the physical sense, but never alone!  He is "ALONE - NEVER ALONE!"  The one who stayed by Paul's side & stood with him and delivered him will also stay by our side & stand with us and will ultimately deliver us to that heavenly Kingdom!

"WINTER IS COMING!"

TEXT:  II Tim. 4:13-22

THESIS:  To show that some opportunities come only once in life & we need to make the most of them.

INTRO:  A.  Often "opportunity knocks but once & then wears wings."  Paul is about to be executed and writes to his beloved friend Timothy & pleads "do thy diligence to COME BEFORE WINTER..."  This will be Timothy's last opportunity to show kindness to his "father in the faith."  What a tragedy if Timothy had arrived at the Mamertine prison about 30 minutes after Paul was beheaded!  Imagine him stand​ing there in the snow with the cloak, books & parchments, & no one to give them to!

 

     B.  What kind of friend are you?  Will you buy up the oppor​tunities that knock on your door to show kindness to your friend, to be a blessing to your Mother, Father, loved one?  Some opportunities come only once! Witnessing to someone, showing kindness, developing character, receiving Christ…"COME BEFORE WINTER…" develop character while the twig is growing.  Soon it will be so stiff you couldn't bend it without breaking it.  Get saved early in life so you can begin really living.  Pass out tracts while you can walk and talk or hear. "WINTER IS COMING"!
TRANS:  Paul concludes his last letter to Timothy with some touching greetings and final personal notes.  He knows “WINTER IS COMING..."
I.  FAREWELL TO CO-WORKERS:  v. 19 

A.  Priscilla & Aquila:

     1.  These dear friends of Paul "sent their flowers while Paul was living." 

Rom.16:3-4:  "Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles."

     2.  These were longtime friends & co-workers of Paul and are the first among those greeted in this last letter of the 




Apostle.

B.  The Household of Onesiphorus:

     1.  It was said of Onesiphorus in II Tim. 1:16 that "he oft refresh​ed me" & that he was "not ashamed of (Paul's) 





chains..."


     2.  What a difference between him and those who refused to stand by Paul at his trial.  cf. v. 16.


          a.  It is possible that he is now in heaven since Paul addressed not him but his household.

 
          b.  His memories of Onesiphorus are sweet; he was a true friend and perhaps this is Paul's way of acknowledging 




 that to his family.

NOTE:  We never know when a loved one will be taken from us, a friend will become terminally ill & it will be too late to be kind to them.  "WIN​TER IS COMING!"  Paul and Onesiphorus had no regrets.

II.  FAREWELL TO COLLEAGUES:  v. 20 

A.  Erastus:

     1.  This man was the "chamberlain (treasurer) of the city (of Cor​inth)"  (Rom.16:23)

     2.  This man was one of two who "ministered unto (Paul)" (Acts 29:22)


          a.  Here is another man who "did what he could when he could." 

          b.  Being a man of some influence in the City, he had political influence which he could have exerted in Paul's behalf 



 to make his ministry easier.


B.  Trophimus:

     1.  What's wrong here?  Trophimus sick!  Timothy sick!  Paul sick!  What ever happened to the "gift of healing"?!


     2.  Trophimus is left at Miletus sick, Timothy is told to take a home remedy for his illness, & Paul is being attended by a 



 personal physician.

ILLUS:  The date is A.D. 68 and the Apostolic "sign gifts" have departed!  God is done with the sign-seeking Jews, as a nation.  Acts 28:28: "the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles..."   Is this the same Paul who "wrought special miracles...so that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them..."?!  (Acts 19:11, 12)  Obviously it is not always God's will even for godly Christians to experience healing; Swaggart, Pat Robertson, Oral Roberts, Richard Roberts, Rod Parsley, Benny Hinn, Kathryn Kulhman, Marilyn Hickey, et.al. notwithstanding! 

          a.   Paul would have healed his friend if he could, but he couldn’t! 

          b.  Paul himself was about to die - it is a strange doctrine indeed that Christians should never suffer, especially since 



 Paul was the one who said that he gloried in his afflictions!

ILLUS:  Paul's last earthly address was the lower dungeon of the Mamertine prison, called the "Tullianum". It was 8 ft. square and about 6½ ft. high with the only air coming through the roof of the upper dun​geon.  Perhaps he muttered what an English saint did in 1550 on the way to his execution:  "In 15 minutes I'll have the answer!  In 10 minutes I'll know it all!  In 5 minutes I'll have my answers!  Bless God, in one minute I'll know!"

III.  FAREWELL TO COMRADES:  v. 21

A.  Timothy:  v. 21a  "do THY diligence to come before winter..."


     1.  Timothy would have looked at this command as a privilege, not a chore.
ILLUS:  Note Paul's high commendation about Timothy his dearest "son":

Phil. 2:20-22:  "For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.  But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.


     2.  Here was Timothy's last opportunity to be a blessing to his beloved comrade, & he would surely be diligent about it.


          a.  After reading Paul's words in v. 6 & 7 he would have realized the urgency of Paul's last request.


          b.  Paul is going home to heaven, but he wants to see Timothy's beloved face once more, here on earth, here in this 



 body.

ILLUS:  We don't know when we will see our loved ones' faces for the last time down here, but WINTER IS COMING...!"  We must do what we can while we can!

B.  All the Brethren:  v. 21b


     1.  Paul lists the names of several of his friends in Rome.


     2.  Little is known of these, but since there is no negative state​ment, it is assumed they would have had no influence at 


 his trial or they would have been there.


     3.  The saints in the church in Rome apparently did all they could do for Paul, however little that may have been.    

CONCL:  V. 22:  Here is Paul's final benediction on earth.  Paul's last WINTER down here was rapidly approaching.  He would no longer need the grace he wishes for them.  He will shortly be home in heaven.  Hopefully Timothy arrived in time to have a final reunion with Paul and he had the opportunity to one last time minister to his earthly needs; to comfort him with the warm cloak, to meet his intellectual need and with t h e books and h s "spiritual  needs with the Scripture parchments and his human needs with his presence.




 "WINTER IS  COMING" for someone you love.  Will you meet their needs?
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