PAUL’S FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY
“DEAR SON…”

TEXT:  I Timothy

THESIS:  To introduce the main thoughts and themes of I Timothy

INTRO.:  A.  Before beginning an exposition of I Timothy and overview of the main thoughts and themes seems in order.  Paul writes to Timothy, his “own son in the faith” (1:2) and through him to the church he is pastoring in Ephesus, and by extension to the Church at large.

              B.  Timothy’s human parentage was mixed – his mother, Eunice, was a Jewess and together with his grandmother, she taught him “the holy scriptures.”  (Since neither had the “verbally inspired originals” they had to settle for the next best thing:  scriptures “given by inspiration of God” i.e., a copy or a translation!!  Cf.  2 Tim. 3:15,16   The only other solution is to have one set of non-inspired scriptures in v. 15, and another set of inspired scripture in v.16!?)  His father in the flesh was a Gentile (Greek Acts 16:3), who was apparently not a follower of Judaism since he did not have him circumcised.  His father in the faith was the Apostle Paul who addresses him affectionately here:  “…unto  Timothy, my own son in the faith.”

1 Corinthians 4:15    For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

NOTE:  Some think this concept gave rise to the use of the term “father” for spiritual leaders.  But since Christ gave strong instructions to “call no man father” in the spiritual sense, this is simply vain tradition.  Catholic priests lead no one to Christ, so they have no spiritual children anyway.  And though the church of Rome refers to itself as “mother” (God calls it the “Mother of Harlots”), it cannot “beget” anyone into God’s family.  God’s Word alone can do that.




 C.  Paul’s tender address speaks of spiritual parentage.  The souls you lead to Christ are your spiritual children and the souls they win are your spiritual grandchildren, etc.  I am now a spiritual great-great grandfather!  I trust you have some spiritual children and grandchildren of your own also.


TRANS.:  In spite of his close association with Paul, his spiritual gifts and his high calling, Timothy seems to be easily discouraged and so Paul writes to “charge” him and “recharge” him…

1 Timothy 1:18   This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare…

I.   PAUL’S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY:


A.  Be Faithful:  1:3

NOTE:  Warren Wiersbe’s book on 1 Timothy is called “Be Faithful.”



1.  Paul tells Timothy to “stay put!”  (“…abide still at Ephesus”)




a.  It would not be easy for Timothy to follow a great saint and preacher like Paul.




b.  There was an apparent lack of respect by the church members due to his youth.  

1 Timothy 4:12   Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.




c.  Satan had his workers in the church to cause discouragement as well.  v.4



2.  Pastoral faithfulness demands allegiance to sound doctrine.  vv. 3b,4

ILLUS.:  A preacher may preach sound doctrine and lose people!  People today have “itching ears” and want “smooth preaching.”  I have spoken to several preachers who are sound doctrinally, but who have lost a number of families.




a.  The unfaithfulness of the people coupled with the heavy burdens of the ministry tend to discourage 




the Pastor.



b.  Disloyalty and unfaithfulness are virulent viruses which spread through otherwise healthy church 





bodies.


B.  Be Strong:  v.3



1.  “Charge some” is a military term commanding Timothy to give strict orders concerning false teaching.

NOTE:  The pastor must have the hide of a rhinoceros and the heart of a romantic.  He is to be as hard as the commander-in-chief and as humble as a lowly private.



2.  The pastor must have unwavering convictions and strength of character.


C.  Be an Example:  

1 Timothy 4:12    Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.



1.  Any criticism concerning Timothy’s youth must be countered by his character and consistency.



2.  He could command adherence to sound doctrine but he must earn respect by his personal example.


D.  Be Single-minded:  

1 Timothy 6:10-12

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.   11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.   12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.



1.  He was to flee money and materialism.  v.10

 

2.  He was to follow after character.  v.11



3.  He was to fight for the faith.  v.12

II.  PAUL’S CHARGE TO THE CHURCH:


A.  The Need for Prayer:

1 Timothy 2:1-8    I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;   2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.   3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;   4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.   5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;   6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.   7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.   8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.



1.  Prayer is not only for those for whom we pray but prayer helps the pray-er.  vv.1,2



2.  Paul didn’t encourage demonstrations to change society, but encouraged fervent prayer.


B.  The Roles and Responsibilities of the Membership:



1.  Salvation should produce change:




a.  Modesty and humility for the ladies.

1 Timothy 2:9-13    In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;   10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.   11 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.   12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.   13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve.




b.  Respect and compassion for all.

1 Timothy 5:2-16    The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.   3 Honour widows that are widows indeed.   4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.   5 Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day.   6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.   7 And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.   8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.   9 Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man,   10 Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.   11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;     12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.   13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.   14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.   15 For some are already turned aside after Satan.   16 If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.


C. The Offices of the Church:  cf. 3:1-16  (more later)



1.  Paul recognized the special qualifications for spiritual leadership.



2.  Paul recognized that leadership demands followship.


D.  The Coming Apostasy:

1 Timothy 4:1-5    Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;   2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;   3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.   4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:   5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.



1.  Paul knew that the genuine always spawns counterfeits.



2.  The Holy Spirit would be mocked by “seducing spirits.”




3.  The doctrines of God would be replaced with “the doctrines of devils.”

ILLUS.:  Today the apostasy is growing at an alarming rate.  One preacher observed, “It looks like God is cleaning house before He sends His Son to get the Church.”

CONCL.:  Here then is the broad general scope of this unique pastoral epistle.  This “appetizer” is served to whet your appetite for the “main course” to come.  I hope you are excited as I am about what will follow!   I hope you will follow Paul’s admonition to the church in Ephesus as I try to follow his expectations for their pastor Timothy.

ORDERS FROM HEADQUARTERS

TEXT:  I Timothy 1:1-4

THESIS:  To show Paul’s demand for doctrinal purity in the church at Ephesus as he addresses Timothy, its pastor.

INTRO.:  A.  Our President, the Commander-in-Chief of our armed forces is rarely seen by the soldiers he commands.  Top level military people, namely the Joint Chiefs, see him occasionally.  But all authority derives from him.  So with the Christian army.  Only the Apostles received their orders (revelation) directly from the risen Commander-in-Chief.  But their authority was His!




B.  Paul opens his epistle to Timothy with an authoritative tone, stating his commission directly from the Lord Himself and passing on his “Orders from Headquarters” to his officer in the field, young Timothy.  Paul founded and pastored the Ephesian church.  The converts there knew of his apostolic authority.  Paul now passes on his authority for the church, received from heavenly headquarters,  to Timothy.

TRANS.:  The salutation has a distinct military flavor as does the letter’s contents…

I.   THE CAPTAIN:  v.1


A.  His Apostleship:  



1.  The word “apostle” simply means “sent one.”



2.  Technically it applied only to the original twelve and later to Paul “as one born out of due time.”




1.  He was commissioned directly by Christ.




2.  He was a witness of the resurrected Savior.




3.  He was endowed with special powers and gifts.

ILLUS.:  Although Paul was not of the original “twelve” – he was uniquely called, commissioned and given gifts and authority and was “not one whit behind the very chiefest apostles.  2 Cor. 11:5

B.  His Authority:



1.  He emphasizes that his apostleship was by “commandment” here to undergird Timothy’s confidence in 



what he will be ordering him to do.



2.  Also, though his orders may have been previously given verbally, by writing them he may add weight to 


Timothy’s delegated authority.

NOTE:  This inspired message will give Timothy the clout he needs to deal with troublemakers and false teachers in the church.



3.  Paul states the Source of his authority to command Timothy, who in turn is to command and lead the 



church;  note his emphasis on this Source of authority:  “of Jesus Christ”  “of God our Savior”  “and Lord 


Jesus Christ”  “our hope.”

II.  THE LIEUTENANT:  v.2


A.  His Loyalty:



1.  After affirming his authority, he appeals to Timothy’s allegiance as his “own son in the faith.”



2.  He has the power to command, but has a relationship which enables him to appeal.




a.  “Son” suggests soul-winning;  passing the mantle.




b.  “Son” speaks of perpetuating the faith by siring sons.


B.  His Authority:



1.  Derived from apostolic authority.



2.  Derived from a spiritual relationship.




a.  This is not to be a letter to a convert to tell him how to live.




b.  It is rather the orders to a field commander under “Orders from Headquarters.”




c.  Timothy is the Apostle’s representative in Ephesus.




d.  Timothy is Jesus’ representative and a representative of the Father.

NOTE:  Paul reminds Timothy that his Savior and his God are his ultimate authority.  Even though Paul would die – God lives!

Though the “Captain” passes away, the Commander-in-Chief would not and could not do so.

III.  THE ORDERS:  vv. 3,4


A.  To Stabilize:  v.3



1.  Paul tells Timothy to hold his ground:  “abide still…”



2.  Paul’s orders to his lieutenant is to give no quarter to the enemies:  “charge some…”

NOTE:  The word “charge” has a definite military tone and is used six times in the six chapters of 1 Timothy and there are about a dozen “charges” given to Timothy for the church and for himself.




a.  The word “charge” means “to give strict orders from a superior officer.”




b.  There are always some who want to teach some other doctrine or reveal some “new truth.”




c.  Those who would dare to do so needed to remember that their pastor had Divine and apostolic 





authority.




d.  The pulpit is for teaching and preaching “sound doctrine” not for entertainment or ear-tickling.
NOTE:  Those who teach “other doctrine” have no interest in soul-winning, they major in sheep stealing!  Timothy was a lieutenant, under a captain who was under “Orders from Headquarters” in heaven and was to pass those orders on to his troops.


B.  To Sterilize:  vv. 3b,4



1.  Unsound doctrine contaminates the purity of sound doctrine.



2.  Any extra-biblical input corrupts the truth.




a.  The Rabbis of Judaism had concocted “fables and endless genealogies” from mere hints in the 





Scriptures.

ILLUS.:  The Rabbinical schools taught stories and invented genealogies which were pure fabrications.  They continue to do the same today.  The word “endless” is accurate, because imagination is boundless and runs rampant.



b.  Paul knew that once the door to fantasy was open, there would be no stopping the unscriptural 





doctrines.




c.  Once the appetite is created for such pablum, it grows – questions every word, seeks new fantasies 




and turns the golden nuggets of God’s Word into worthless pebbles.



3.  Only “sound doctrine” and “godly edifying” may be permitted – the church must remain an impregnable 


fortress against Satanic or manmade perversion.

CONCL.:  Every church needs stability based on sound doctrine (“so do!”), sterilization based on godly edifying which is in faith.  These are “ORDERS FROM HEADQUARTERS!”  They must be obeyed.

AVOID SWERVERS AND JANGLERS!

TEXT:  1 Timothy 1:5-11

THESIS:  To contrast the Law and its purpose with the Gospel and its product.

INTRO.:  A.  In Acts 20:29,20 Paul prophesied of the danger threatening his beloved church at Ephesus.  He spoke of “grievous wolves…not sparing the flock” and those within the church “speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”  He lived to see that prophecy come true and now writes young pastor Timothy instructions on how to deal with this volatile situation.
               B.  Ephesus was a strategic seaport city and thus important to the spread of the Gospel.  Four letters in the N.T. were written to this church and its pastor:  I & II Timothy, Ephesians and Rev. 2:1-7.  The obvious spiritual dangers included Emperor worship, the paganism of the Temple of Diana of the Ephesians and the magical (Satanic) arts.  The more subtle and thus more dangerous threat was Jewish legalists;  the “swervers and janglers” of v.6!

TRANS.:  Paul, Apollos, Priscilla and Acquila had labored there, but now young pastor Timothy would have to fight “the beasts at Ephesus” alone…

1 Corinthians 15:32   If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.

I.   THE PRODUCT OF LOVE:  v.5

NOTE:  If “the best offense is a strong defense” then Timothy was already equipped.  He wasn’t just to silence the false teachers (vv.3,4), but to teach and preach the truth to strengthen the believer’s faith and love.  This love finds its fountainhead in a three-fold source.

A.  A Pure Heart:  v.5a



1.  A pure heart is produced by the pure word of God as faith lays hold upon it.



2.  A pure heart comes only through forgiveness and the “glorious Gospel.”  v.11


B.  A Good Conscience:  v.5b



1.  Paul used this word “conscience” 21 times in his letters.



2.  The word means “to know with” – our inner judge.




a.  If we sin against it, it becomes defiled.  

Titus 1:15   Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.




b.  If we continually sin against it, it may become “seared.”

1 Timothy 4:2   Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;



4.  A “good conscience” is a result of obedience and cleansing and thus does not condemn us.


C.  A Faith Unfeigned (undisguised, or not hypocritical):  v.5c



1.  There is no sham or pretence in the faith and love produced by the Gospel.



2.  The false teachers could counterfeit, but never duplicate the results of this triad of love’s blessings.

II.  THE PROMOTERS OF THE LAW:  vv. 6,7


A.  The Swervers and Janglers:  v.6



1.  To swerve means “to deviate” or get off course.



2.  These “swervers” had deviated from the simplicity of the glorious Gospel of grace & liberty.

NOTE:  Sound doctrine should fill our hearts with practical information and genuine love, not fill our heads with senseless arguments and purposeless speculation.



3.  The “janglers” spoke much but said little. 

NOTE:  Present day “swervers” are men like Kenneth Copeland, Joel Osteen and Rick Warren, and movements like the J/W’s, New Agers, 7th Day Adventists, Mormons,  and Roman Catholics.  Purposeless chatter, not sound doctrine, results.


B.  The Ignorant Teachers:  v.7



1.  Paul says these phony teachers don’t know what they are talking about.



2.  They misuse the O.T. Scriptures.




a.  They were leading those with liberty in Christ back to legalistic bondage.




b.  They displayed a phony intellectualism that made the Law a means of salvation or a standard of 





sanctification.

III.  THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW:  vv. 8-10


A.  Its Goodness: v.8

Romans 7:12   Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.


B.  Its Goal:  vv.9,10



1.  Righteous people don’t need laws to keep them from doing wrong, they need love.  Cf. v.5 “charity”

ILLUS.:  The flesh loves religious legalism because rules and regulations enable a person to APPEAR righteous without a heart change.



2.  The purpose and goal of the O.T. legal system and all legal systems is to keep the crooks in line, they 



can never save or produce righteousness.




a.  Fourteen kinds of lawbreakers are listed who violate ALL the 10 commandments and more.




b.  Verse 10b reveals that all sin breaks God’s Law and is unhealthy (“sound” = healthful) and goes 





against His teachings (doctrine).

QUOTE:  “The Law is not the Gospel, but the Gospel is not lawless.” Wiersbe
IV.  THE PREACHER AND LOYALTY:  vv. 10b,11


A.  The Task:



1.  “Sound doctrine” = “the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.”



2.  Faithfulness to the task means (negatively) to “teach no other doctrine” and to (positively) preach “the 



glorious Gospel.


B.  The Trust:



1.  The Law = the diagnosis; the Gospel = the remedy, so they go together.



2.  The Gospel without the Law is the good news for people who don’t believe they need it because they 



have never heard the bad news of impending judgment.

CONCL.:  Avoid “swervers” and “janglers” who babel much but produce nothing.  They deviate and turn aside from the truth and bring bondage to those set free with the glorious Gospel.  They add to the simplicity of our Savior and His salvation.

EXHIBIT A

TEXT:  I Timothy 1:12-16

THESIS:  Paul shows himself to be our pattern in salvation, service and suffering.

INTRO.:  A.  Paul never got over his conversion!  At every opportunity he glorifies God’s grace in saving him.  In this passage he refers to himself as the “chief of sinners” to reveal the extent of God’s grace to him.  This was Paul’s evaluation of himself in the light of all Christ had done for him.

ILLUS.:  
When we give our testimony, we need to give God all the glory for saving the likes of us.  The true giants of the faith do not boast of themselves but in the One Who saved them.  Regardless or your morality or self-righteousness before salvation, when you measure yourself by Christ’s perfection and His righteousness, you see how far short you fall.



B.  But Paul is not only “Exhibit A” as to his sinnership and subsequent conversion, but also as to ordination into the ministry in spite of his background as a persecutor of the Church.  (God doesn’t save us or call us into the ministry because of our good qualities, but simply and only by His sovereign grace!  Thus we have nothing to boast about.)  Paul is also “Exhibit A” here because of his example (“pattern”  v.16) in suffering for the Savior.  Again His enablement for suffering was not due to Paul’s strength, but to God’s grace.

ILLUS.:  If you are saved, you are so because of His grace.  If you have been called to serve, it is because of His grace.  And if you are permitted to suffer for Him, it will be His grace which will sustain you.  Salvation, service, and suffering are all a part of God’s plan for us and we can only be partakers by God’s amazing grace.

I.   PAUL THE PREACHER:  v.12  (SEPARATION TO SERVICE)

NOTE:  Here Paul presents himself as “Exhibit A” as a God-called preacher.


A.  Divinely Enabled:  “enabled me…”


1.  God’s grace turned the persecutor into a preacher, the murderer into a missionary and minister. v.11

ILLUS.:  We often hear that “God’s calling is His enabling” and that is ultimately true, but rarely, if ever, is it immediately true.  His enabling usually comes three to fifteen years after His calling.  Even Paul with all his previous education and religious background in Judaism, need further instruction to enable him.

Galatians 1:15-18    But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,   16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:   17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.   18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.



2.  The enablement is God’s provision in grace to those converted and called through the power of God’s 



Spirit.

NOTE:  The phrase “counted me faithful” is not dealing with any ability or characteristic in Paul before his conversion, but rather that Christ knew he would be faithful to his calling after salvation.


B.  Divinely Ordained:  “…putting me into the ministry”



1.  God’s ordination precedes and supercedes any mere human ordination.

John 15:16   Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.



2.  Paul might have quit the ministry when faced with the stones of Lystra, the stocks of Philippi, the beasts 


of Ephesus or the dungeons of Rome.

ILLUS.:  The lesson here is that you had better “make your calling and election sure”  (2 Pet. 1:10) or when the problems and pressures, which are sure to come finally arrive, you will throw in the towel.  We have too many man-ordained and man-called preachers and Christians.  That’s why so many wash out or burn out.

II.  PAUL THE PERSECUTOR:  v.13  (SEPARATION TO SALVATION)


A.  A Blasphemer:  v.13a



1.  Paul probably never used Jehovah’s name in vain in his speech, but most certainly used Jesus’ name 



blasphemously.



2.  His actions against believers was his biggest blasphemy.




a.  He learned on the Damascus road that to persecute Christians was to persecute Christ.

ILLUS.:  In a newspaper article by columnist Cal Thomas, the billionaire Ted Turner was quoted and said Christianity is “a religion for losers.”  He said Jesus should not have bothered dying on the cross.  “I don’t want anybody to die for me…I’ve had a few drinks and a few girlfriends and if that’s gonna put me in hell, then so be it.”  Turner also decided that the way of dating time, BC and AD is outmoded.  “Why don’t we broadcasters make it our goal to get the world at peace by the year 2000, (then) we can make it the year zero – BP and AP.  Before Peace and After Peace.”  He wants to replace the Ten Commandments with his own “Ten Voluntary Initiatives.”  (It is now 2006 and there is no peace, Ted!  Nor will there be till the Prince of Peace returns and rules with a rod of iron.)



b.  He denied Christ’s deity (like the Mormons and J/W’s) and compelled others to do the same.

Acts 26:11    And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.


B.  A Persecutor:  v.13b



1.  He harassed and bullied believers.  

Galatians 1:13   For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:



2.  He “wasted” the Church “beyond measure.”


C.  An Injurer:  v.13c



1.  This word speaks of his violent actions against the Church.



2.  But it was due to his ignorance and unbelief.

ILLUS.:  Many of the Church’s persecutors, like Ignatious Loyola and the Inquisitors of “holy Mother Church” were NOT “ignorant” of Christ’s death for them and even proclaimed it while torturing and killing believers.  God had mercy on some of them and saved them as well as Paul.  Paul too was an intellectual and religious bigot!

D.  Chief of Sinners:  vv. 14,15

NOTE:  “Positive thinkers” are those who refuse to see themselves or their fellowman as God sees them – sinners to the core (!!), i.e. LOST!  (Think Robert Schuller and his protégé Rick Warren, and Joel Osteen, et. al.)



1.  Paul speaks of “super” (Gr. “huper”  Eng. “hyper”) abundant grace with faith and love through Christ.


2.  Paul sees himself as a super-sinner needing super-abundant grace to save him.



3.  Paul states the “prime directive” of Christians to preach “that Christ came into the world to save sinners.”

ILLUS.:  Popes address millions of sinners via satellite radio and TV and never tell one sinner this good news!  They speak to all Catholics as if they are O.K. in God’s sight because of their relationship to the “Mother of Harlots.”

III.  PAUL THE PATTERN:  v.16  (SEPARATION UNTO SUFFERING)


A.  Our Pattern in Salvation:



1.  In v.14 Paul sees himself as a child of grace.



2.  In v.15 Paul sees himself as a chief of sinners.



3.  In v. 16a Paul sees himself as chosen in mercy.

NOTE:  Surely mercy and grace are active in our salvation, but v.16 seems to go beyond our common salvation and speak of Paul as being a pattern in suffering and as such a recipient of God’s mercy.


B.  Our Pattern in Suffering:



1.  The “this cause” in v.16 does not reach backwards to the phrase “chief of sinners” but forwards to 




“longsuffering.”




a.  Paul was not the first to show the longsuffering of God to sinners,  e.g., Ahab, Manasseh, Samson, 




Jonah, etc.




b.  The pattern (example, outline, sketch) reveals God’s grace in Paul as it relates to suffering.



2.  Those who trust Christ after Paul were to follow Paul’s example of suffering and longsuffering as a 




pattern.

Acts 9:16   For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

Philippians 3:10   That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death…

Colossians 1:24   Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church…




a.  Paul received mercy because God was going to demonstrate in him what a believer should be ready to 



go through for Christ’s sake.




b.  This is definitely not God establishing a pattern for “chiefs of sinners” to follow for salvation.

ILLUS.:  The Ethiopian eunuch was a good man searching the Scriptures.  Cornelius was a God-fearing Gentile “a devout man and one that feared God…which gave much alms…and prayed to God alway.”  (Acts 10:2)  Timothy got saved as a little boy before he learned to cuss, drink and commit adultery.  But all believers need Paul’s pattern of longsuffering.

CONCL.:  Paul becomes “Exhibit A” for all believers “which should follow after” in the areas of salvation, service, and suffering.  He saw himself as the “chief of sinners,” and a suffering saint – all because of God’s grace.  What a pattern for us.

“CHARGE!”  or THE ARMY-NAVY GAME
TEXT:  1 Timothy 1:17-20

THESIS:  To reveal the concept that every believer is to be a good soldier and fight and a good sailor and stay on course.

INTRO.:  A.  Paul foresaw the dangerous infiltration of false teachers in the church at Ephesus before he left it in the hands of young pastor Timothy and the elders there.  Now he writes Timothy to charge him with the responsibility of dealing with them and their false doctrine.  He uses his own example and experience of dealing with two blasphemers to instruct Timothy.



 B.  Paul opened the epistle with a general warning and then deviated with his personal testimony (vv.11-16).  He now returns to his theme reminding Timothy that his Commander-in-Chief is not Paul the great apostle, but God Almighty, the Lord of Hosts…

I.   DEITY:  (COMMANDER)    v.17


A.  Praise:



1.  After giving his testimony of the effectual grace of God regarding saving “the chief of sinners” Paul bursts 


forth with a paean of praise – a doxology of delight.



2.  This verse sets forth seven attributes which alone belong to our Creator and Savior.


B.  Perspective:



1.  This verse also makes Timothy aware of Whom he is serving – not Paul, but the Lord Himself.



2.  The charge he gives comes not from Paul, except indirectly, but from the Commander-in-Chief.

II.  DUTY:  (COMMAND)   v.18


A.  Passing the Torch:  “this charge I commit unto thee…”



1.  The word “charge” means “an urgent command handed down from a superior.”



2.  It would not be easy to serve the Lord in Ephesus with its paganism, but Timothy was under orders and 


he had to obey.




a.  Timothy is not only under orders from his Commander-in-Chief, but from his father in the faith.  





“…son, Timothy”




b.  Timothy was equipped for the task:





1)  Paul reminds him of the “prophecies.”





2)  This is an apparent reference to his ordination when Paul laid hands on Timothy.  

2 Timothy 1:6   Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

NOTE: High expectations were prophesied concerning this young preacher.  Paul reminds him of the hopes held out for him.  How tragic to see young men with great potential for Christ fail!  Thank God Timothy would not be one of them.


B.  Presenting the Task:  “thou…mightest war a good warfare…”



1.  The warfare is spiritual as are the weapons.



2.  He is to believe the truth and never betray his trust.

ILLUS.:  When the shelling starts, he is to stand fast!  To abandon your post in a military engagement is considered desertion and the penalty is death.  It is either stay put (v.3) and fight (taking your chances of winning or being wounded or possibly killed) or turning tail and being shot for sure!  The former is considered bravery and is rewarded – the latter cowardice and brings shame and penalties.  Paul couldn’t stand a quitter!

III.  DANGER:  (CAUTION)  v.19 

A.  The Weapons:  “faith and a good conscience…”



1.  Doctrine is what we believe and conscience determines how we behave.



2.  Doctrine and deportment should be consistent.

ILLUS.:  One man said of his hypocritical pastor “He is such a good preacher he should never get out of the pulpit;  but he is such a poor Christian, he should never get in the pulpit!”




a.  It is these two areas where deviations will occur.   Cf. v.5  “faith and a good conscience”



b.  Postiton and practice protects from pollution.


B.  The Wreckage:  “some…have made shipwreck…”



1.  A Christian must not only be a good soldier, but a good sailor…he has been inducted into THE ARMY-



NAVY GAME!



2.  He must fight a good warfare and stay at the helm to hold the right course – otherwise shipwreck results.

IV.  DISASTER:  (CONSEQUENCE)   v.20


A.  The Deserters:  “Hymaneus and Alexander…”



1.  Paul (as usual) names names!



2.  We must not only identify false doctrine but also its source.




a.  Hymaneus was amillennial.

2 Timothy 2:16-18    But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.   17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;   18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.




b.  Both were blasphemers – false doctrine is blasphemy!


B.  The Discipline:  “delivered unto Satan…”  Cf. 1 Cor. 5:5



1.  Church discipline deals with removal from the local assembly.



2.  Church discipline deals with deliverance of the flesh to its destruction in some serious cases.

ILLUS.:  The object of church discipline is remedial (“that they may learn not to blaspheme…”).  They would suffer soul anguish by being cut off from the fellowship of God’[s people and physical suffering as well.  Those who had the sign gift of healing may also have had the power to inflict suffering.  (Compare Acts 5 and the story of Peter and Ananias & Saphirra)




To protect the purity of the local church Paul inflicted this discipline out of duty to his Commander-in-Chief.

CONCL.:  In our day we take far too lightly attacks on the church.  But we are involved in spiritual warfare.  Sometimes there will be casualties due to “friendly fire.”  Unfortunately there may also be “collateral damage” among those not directly involved, especially if they allow themselves to be pulled in emotionally by those under discipline (family, friends, etc.).

                The church must be protected from the infiltration of false doctrine.  Timothy’s task was specific.  He was to be a good soldier and a good sailor.  He was to fight the enemy and to stay on course.

                How are YOU doing?!  Pastor?  Church member?

THE PLACE, POWER AND PURPOSE OF PRAYER
TEXT:  I Timothy 2:1-4

THESIS:  To demonstrate the place of prayer in the believer’s (and the church’s) life and its power and purpose.
INTRO.:  A.  God is not a Calvinist.  God is sovereign (supreme in rank, power, and authority).  God is not rigid.  God is sovereign.  God is not a conformist.  God is sovereign.  God hears and answers prayer.  God is sovereign.  God saves the unlikely and the unlovely.  God is sovereign.
ILLUS.:  All doctrinal and theological systems and pre-conceived concepts about God must be subservient to the Scriptures teaching about the nature and character of God.




 B.  Paul’s general subject is “order in the church.”  He has spoken of the danger and discipline of false

teachers.  Now he opens chapter two with an earnest exhortation concerning prayer and a marvelous declaration concerning God’s will.  v.4

TRANS.:  Concepts are transmitted via words.  Words have meaning and God’s words are unambiguous, simple and profound.  Paul sets forth the will of God concerning “The Place, Power and Purpose of Prayer.”

I.   THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER:  v.1a   “first of all…”


A.  The Duty:  “I exhort  therefore…”



1.  Both privately and publicly the church must put first what God wants first.



2.  God responds to the supplications of the saints.

ILLUS.:  As someone put it:  “No prayer – no power;  little prayer – little power;  more prayer – more power;  much prayer – much power!”  This axiom explains the powerlessness of most believers and churches today.




a.  God in His sovereignty, has tied Himself to our prayers.




b.  It isn’t that He needs us or our prayers, but that we need Him and His power.

II.  THE VARIETY OF PRAYER:  v.1b


A.  The Details:  



1.  “Supplications” – praying for a supply of something you or others need.



2.  “Prayers” – lists of items asked for;  prayer is asking!



3.  “Intercessions” – prayers in behalf of those who are unable to get their prayers answered, or who don’t 


see the great need of prayer.  (May even be prayers for or against someone)

Romans 11:2-3    God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,   3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life.

Galatians 5:12   I would they were even cut off which trouble you.



4.  “Giving of thanks” – is to accompany all three types of requests (Thanksgiving completes the circle – 



blessings that come from God return to Him in the form of expressed gratitude).

ILLUS.:  The Calvinist doesn’t need to pray – everything has already been predetermined from eternity past…nothing can or will change, it is all a part of the “Divine Decree” – down to the minutest detail – so why bother to pray?!
III.  THE SOCIETY OF PRAYER:  vv.1c, 2a


A.  “For ALL men…”

NOTE:  Our prayers are to be for “all men” – those we know and those we don’t.  Paul was not worried that believers would pray too much, too long or for too many people.  After Samuel the prophet/priest called down thunder and rain against Israel for their sin, he cried “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you…”  1 Sam. 12:23


B.  “For Kings…”



1.  Godless and greedy Nero was on the throne at this time!



2.  Even if we do not respect our leaders as men, we must respect their authority and the office.



3.  There is a suggestion here that our lives will be better off and we will live peaceably when we pray for 



leaders in government.


C.  “For all…in authority…”



1.  Presidents, senators, congressmen, justices, judges, state legislators, local representatives, police, the 



courts, down to the appointed commissioners, et.al. where we live.


2.  Prayer is international in scope, cosmopolitan in extent and patriotic in nature.

ILLUS.:  Praying for “world peace” through the WCC, RCC, Popes, Presidents, politicians and religionists, makes good press but is NOT what is enjoined here!  World peace is a joke for at least the next 7 years!  There are three more “world wars” scheduled on God’s prophetic calendar  (see Rev. chapters 6,19,20)!  If you want to pray for peace then heed Jeremiah (29:7) and the Psalmist:  “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  they shall prosper that love thee…”  Ps. 122:6   The peace of Israel is the key to world peace.

IV.  THE PROPRIETY OF PRAYER:  vv. 2-4


A.  Proper Because It Influences Leadership:  v.2a


B.  Proper Because It Promotes Peacefulness:  v.2b



1.  Not to end social injustices, promote racial and civil harmony or justice for oppressed minorities, etc.



2.  But so the Christian can live unobstructed in the proclamation of the Gospel.

ILLUS.:  Christians who contribute to social upheaval and participate in social unrest and disturbance may be sincere, but are not godly!  Paul never participated in marches against Rome, Caesar, etc.  His prescription was prayer.  The “fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…”  These qualities are irreconcilable with commotion and chaos.




a.  “Godliness” is godlikeness.




b.  “Honesty” demands total integrity and consistency.


C.  Proper Because It Is Agreeable With God:  v.3



1.  Believers pray in order to please God (prayer manifests trust in God and that pleases Him).



2.  Believers pray not to get man’s will done in heaven, but to get God’s will done on earth.


D.  Proper Because It Is God’s Will Unto Salvation:  v.4



1.  This verse does not teach universal salvation, but that God would be pleased if all would be saved.

ILLUS.:  The Calvinist who teaches God’s will is His “decree” which secures the thing willed has a hard time with this verse.  He emphasizes God’s sovereignty apart from man’s responsibility.  

Acts 7:51   Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

John 5:40   And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.




Someone said the “whosoever wills” are God’s elect and the “whosoever won’ts are not.  All who WILL may come!

The Scriptures teach that the Church as a Body was chosen before the foundation of the world and that every person who receives Christ is predestined to be conformed to Christ’s image.

                The next verse (v.5) doesn’t say Christ is the Mediator between God and the “elect” – He is the Door through which any unsaved sinner must pass to get to God.



2.  The words “all men” are the same class of people we are told to pray for in v.1.




a.  If everything is already decided under the “decree of God” then prayer is futile.




b.  If only certain people can “come to the knowledge of the truth” witnessing and prayer are exercises in 



futility and become “vain jangling.”

CONCL.:  There is to be a prominent PLACE for prayer in the believer’s life (“first of all…” – priority);  there is genuine POWER in prayer which affects God’s dealing with men and there is PURPOSE in prayer which permits believers to live in peace and which serves to secure other’s salvation.  Anything less makes man an automaton and God a Dictator without feeling or compassion.
YOU NEED A MIDDLE MAN

TEXT:  1 Timothy 2:5-7

THESIS:  To show that Christ is our Mediator and that He paid the ransom price to redeem us.

INTRO.:  A.  Paul’s warnings against false teachers and their heresies was well timed.  A group called Gnostics (intellectuals with wisdom unattainable by those without their “inside information” e.g., the Masons, Rosicrucians,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, et. al.) had appeared with the doctrine of many intermediaries between God and man.  Paul writes to combat this idea.

ILLUS.:  Catholicism continues this heresy today with their multiplication of “saints,” popes, priests, etc., between the sinner and God.




 B.  So far in chapter two Paul has stated that we should pray for “all men” and that our Savior would have “all men to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  Paul now extends his teaching to declare what that “truth” is and how it should be proclaimed.  In these verses he deals with the Mediator, the message and the messenger (himself)…

I.   THE MEDIATOR:  v.5


A.  The Daysman:



1.  This verse is the answer to Job’s perplexity in 9:33 – “Neither is there any daysman (mediator, middle 



man) betwixt us that he might lay his hand upon us both.”



2.  A “daysman” was an arbitrator between two who had a disagreement.




a.  Sin has made a quarrel between God and man.




b.  Christ becomes the Mediator or Daysman to make peace and bring God and man together.

ILLUS.:  God sees men as rebels – traitors and objects for His wrath.  Men see God as a provoked Judge and a consuming fire.  Christ is the God-man Who can bridge the gap between God and man “and lay his hand upon us both.”


B.  The Middle-man:



1.  The “middle-man” is both singular and masculine.




a.  There are not many mediators – only “one.”




b.  He is “the MAN Christ Jesus.”

ILLUS.:  Catholicism has made Mary “the Mediatrix of all graces.”  She becomes the dispenser of God’s grace and Christ’s love.  Every Roman Catholic is taught that Mary was conceived, born, lived and died sinless and was assumed bodily into heaven where she is the intercessor and Mediatrix.



2.  Christ is the “middle-Man” for all men.  (mankind)

II.  THE MESSAGE:  v.6


A.  Universal Sufficiency:  “…ransom for all”



1.  The purchase price for man’s redemption is paid in full.



2.  The ransom posted for our redemption is adequate for all, intended for all (v.4) and concerns all.



a.  The Greek word “lutron” speaks of a ransom which pays for redemption, literally “to loose or set free.”




b.  The Greek word here is “antilutron” which signifies a ransom which consists in the exchange of one 




person for another, or the redemption of life by life;  Christ became our substitute –“a ransom for all.”


B.  Individual Efficiency: 



1.  Though the ransom was provisionally universal, it is limited in its application.



2.  The ransom price is sufficient for all, but efficient only to those who apply its benefits and salvation.

ILLUS.:  On the night of the original Passover, the Lord offered life to all.  They simply had to APPLY the blood to the doorposts of their houses.  There was no shortage of blood – the price of redemption – but its effectiveness was limited by its application.  I prefer “Limited Application” to “Limited Atonement!”

                 A man from New York was about to confiscate the properties of fifty homeowners in Ft. Myers, Florida.  A man deposited enough money in the Florida National bank to pay off all fifty homes.  But each home owner had to go to the bank and write out a check to himself, draw the money out of the bank and pay the man from New York.  Most came, some didn’t!  The money was sufficient, they simply didn’t take advantage of the offer.  There was limited application, not limited funds!
III.  THE MESSENGER:  


A.  The Preacher:  v.7a



1.  Paul speaks of himself as the messenger of this wonderful message.



2.  He calls himself an “ordained preacher” (literally “herald”) first.  cf. 1:22


B.  The Apostle:



1.  An apostle was one with Divine authority;  an ambassador with special powers.

2 Corinthians 12:12   Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.


2.  It is interesting that “preacher” precedes “apostle.”

NOTE:  I believe Paul did this for two reasons.  1)  So Timothy would not feel inferior, since he was not an apostle;  2) because Paul knew that God’s plan to proclaim the message was through preaching, not “signs, wonders and mighty deeds.”


C.  A Teacher:



1.  As a preacher he announced the good news.



2.  As an Apostle he had authority (power) to authenticate the message (God’s Word was not yet complete).



3.  As a “teacher of the Gentiles” – he includes those at Ephesus.

NOTE:  There are many teachers who are not preachers but every preacher must also be a teacher.  Preachers are to instruct their flocks as well as to “reprove, rebuke and exhort” them.

CONCL.:  The term “all men” is the key to this section of 1 Timothy.  We pray for all because it is God’s will for all to come unto the knowledge of the truth and that is possible because He is the “Middle-Man” or Mediator Who paid the ransom price for all.  That is our magnificent message!  Are YOU proclaiming it?

WHAT ABOUT WOMEN?!

TEXT:  1 Timothy 2:9-14

THESIS:  To show God’s position for women in the church and in the home.

INTRO.:  A.  In chapter one Paul defends doctrine.  In chapter two he defines duty.  He has spoken on the subject of prayer and summarizes the subject in verse nine.   Prayer should be without delay:  “I will therefore…pray”
                                                                            Prayer should be without defilement:  “lifting up holy hands”















     
  Prayer should be without discord:  “without wrath…”

                                                                            Prayer should be without doubt:  “without doubting…”

Divisions paralyze the church, scandalize the membership and jeopardize the leadership.  Prayer and faith are partners.




B.  In the remaining verses of chapter two Paul deals with the matter of women in the church.  It is linked directly to the preceding verses with the words “…in like manner also.”  He is saying that if women are going to pray effectively certain conditions must be met…

I.  FEMININE ACTIVITY:  v.9a


A.  Women’s Place in God’s Program:  “…in like manner”


B.  Women’s Place in God’s Plan:  “…also”



1.  The context is within the local church (Paul is writing to its pastor).



2.  The instructions given for men relating to conduct in the church apply to the ladies also.

NOTE:  Women will either be a great blessing or a great burden to the church and its pastor.  Paul is trying to save Timothy the heartache of female friction in the church.  Many preachers today are reluctant to “take on the ladies” in their churches so they remain silent about women’s wardrobes, hair styles, jewelry, etc.

II.  FEMININE ADORNMENT:   


A.  Modest Apparel:  v.9b



1.  Yes!  God is interested in our wardrobes.



2.  The word “modest” is related to the word from which we get “cosmetic,” i.e., external decoration or 




adornment.

NOTE:  Someone said “A woman who depends only on externals will soon run out of ammunition!”  In other words, women should not depend on fashions, etc. for their attraction and attractiveness.  A Christian lady is not to put herself on display.  Her vanity or immorality is often revealed in the gaudiness or skimpiness of her attire.  Godliness, not comfort or fashion should dictate a lady’s wardrobe.




a.  Dress reflects character and spirituality.

QUOTE:  “What is down in the well will come up in the bucket.”





      




b.  Dress acts upon the mind;  dress like a clown and you will feel and act like a clown.

NOTE:  Dress feminine and you will feel and act feminine.  Dress masculine and you will look, feel and act masculine.


B.  Moral Adornment:  



1.  “Shamefacedness” = extreme modesty.  (We have lost our ability to blush!  Nothing shames us.



2.  “Sobriety” = the opposite of giddy or silly or frivolous.



3.  Female adornment is to be with “good works” not with “broided hair, or gold or pearls of costly array.”

NOTE:  It’s not supposed to be about your wardrobe, make up, hairdo, or jewelry.  It’s supposed to be about your femininity, your spirituality, and your Christlikeness in character.  But make no mistake about it, God is concerned with how you present yourself on the outside as well as how you are developing on the inside.


C.  Model Appearance:  v.9d



1.  Modesty and extravagance are to be avoided.

QUESTION:  What is the PURPOSE of clothing in your wardrobe, ladies?  Enticing?  Vulgar?  Revealing?  Most animals are born with their own clothing (fur, scales, feathers, etc.), why must humans wear clothes?  Because of sin!  
Clothing hides our nakedness before one another.



2.  Ladies, God is interested in your hairstyle (!), and even the jewelry you wear.
NOTE:  Internal virtues, not external adornment, make for Christlikeness and feminine beauty.  What is on the inside shows on the outside, by the way you dress, adorn your body, wear your hair, and the way you carry yourself.  

III.  FEMININE AUTHORITY:  

NOTE:  These remarks are not just the opinions of a “male chauvinist” bachelor, they are God’s words!


A.  Silent Learners:  v.11a



1.  Within the church the woman is to respect God-called male leadership, and seek his guidance.



2.  Listening and learning quietly without contention doesn’t mean stupidity or lack of discernment, it is just 


God’s order for the church.


B.  Submissive Ladies:  vv.11b,12



1.  The word “subjection” means “to rank under.”



2.  Rank has to do with order and authority, not value or ability.

ILLUS.:  A Colonel has more rank than a private.  He may not be a better man, he just has more authority.  As a civilian he may “outrank” the Colonel in intelligence, common sense, ability in specific areas, etc.  But in uniform, he must maintain his submission to rank.



3.  Submission is not subjugation;  it is simply recognizing God’s order in the home and church and joyfully 



obeying it.




a.  The man represents Christ.




b.  The woman pictures the church in submission, receiving instruction from him.



4.  Women must not usurp man’s authority.




a.  Women must learn to be eloquent by their silence.

POEM:  Longfellow’s “Hiawatha”   “As unto the bow the cord is, so unto the man is the woman.

                                                   Though she bends him, she obeys him – useless each without the other.”

Titus 2:3-5   The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;   4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,   5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.


C.  Simple Lessons:



1.  The order of creation sets the priority.  v.13



2.  The record of the fall sets the example.  v.14




a.  When men permit women to take the reins of leadership, they follow Adam’s example and give up 




their rightful authority.




b.  Women are more easily “beguiled” by appearances, feelings, popularity, intuition and aesthetics.

NOTE:  The women’s libbers and ERA crowd don’t like Paul’s teaching here, even though it is God’s Word.  (ERA = Eve Ruined Adam!)

              The P.S. here concerning childbearing is obscure and perhaps means that woman was fooled to bring sin into the world, woman was favored to bring the Savior into the world.  Or more probably, that their ministry was not to run the church but to care for the home and bear children who would be her congregation and together “they” would be able to fulfill God’s plan for the home and the church.

CONCL.:   “What About Women?!”  They have responsibilities and duties different from, but equal to those of men in God’s program.  The teaching of Scripture is that man has his place and woman has hers.  There should be no mixing or confusion.

WIMPS (& WOMEN) NEED NOT APPLY!   or

A FEW GOOD MEN

TEXT:  1 Timothy 3:1-7
THESIS:  To set forth the qualifications for the office of a “bishop” (pastor, elder).

INTRO.:  A.  The subject is the qualifications for the pastoral ministry.  “WIMPS (AND WOMEN) NEED NOT APPLY!”  The position is not for ego-maniacs, divorcees, boozers, wise-guys, womanizers, spiritual babies, crooks, the lazy or thin-skinned cry-babies.  God, like the U.S. Marines, is looking for “A FEW GOOD MEN!” to serve Him in the Church.  The qualifications suggest the weight of the responsibilities.  The pastor may not have calloused hands but he should have calloused knees.  He needs a tender heart, but rhinocerous hide.  He will be idolized, criticized, scrutinized, ostracized and possibly even pulverized!

               B.  The Church is an organism, but as with every organism it must have organization.  The human body is a highly organized machine.  The local church must have organization and that implies leadership.  This passage describes that leadership.  It begins with the head or “bishop” (Greek: “episkopos” or “overseer”).  Paul lists the qualifications for this “good work”  v.1  The “good work” must have “good men!”

I.  MEN WITH DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER:  

NOTE:  No man will meet 100% of the qualifications 100% of the time but every man in this office must be generally charact-erized by these marks or traits.


A.  Blameless:  v.2a



1.  Not perfect or there would be a total shortage of pastors.



2.  It means “above reproach” or having a good reputation.



3.  Literally it means “that cannot be laid hold of” i.e., there is nothing in his life his enemies can lay hold of 


to ruin his reputation.


B.  Not a Polygamist:  v.2b



1.  He must be a one-woman man.



2.  The obvious and only exception is if his wife dies and he remarries.

NOTE:  This and other qualifications exclude women from the ministry!  It also excludes divorcees.  If a man can’t keep his own marriage intact people will have legitimate suspicions about his leadership.


C.  Vigilant:  v.2c



1.  He must guard the flock of which he is the shepherd.



2.  He must be watchful over his personal testimony and reputation.


D.  Sober:  v.2d



1.  He must guard against foolish behavior.



2.  He must be able to control himself in a crisis.


E.  Orderly:  “…of good behavior”  v.2e



1.  He must be organized in his thinking, living, teaching and preaching.



2.  The same word is translated “modest” in 2:9 regarding women’s adornment.


F.  Hospitable:  v.2f  (literally:  “loving the stranger”)

NOTE:  The word “hospital” comes from this word, i.e., “caring for others.”


G.  Apt to Teach:  v.2g



1.  The pastor is automatically a teacher and teaching is one of his main responsibilities.  “pastor/teacher”



2.  The pastor who is lazy in his study is a disgrace to the pulpit.



3.  The pastor must know his doctrine thoroughly and be able to convey it plainly and authoritatively.

H.  An Abstainer:  v.3a  

Ephesians 5:18    And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit…
NOTE:  The use of wine as an alcoholic beverage is roundly condemned in the Bible.  Today even its medicinal use is questionable due to excess and more effective medications.  “What’s good for the preacher is good for the people!”


I. No Striker:  v.3b

QUOTE:  C.H. Spurgeon to his preacher boys:  “Don’t go about… with your fist doubled up for fighting, carrying a theological revolver in the leg of your trousers.”


J.  Not Greedy:  v.3c

ILLUS.:  There are too many Paul Crouch’s, Benny Hinn’s, Rod Parsley’s, Richard Robert’s, Pat Robertson’s, T.D. Jakes’, Robert Shuller’s, Rick Warren’s, and Joel Osteen’s in the “ministry.”  Watch out for the “wheeler-dealer” preacher and the empire builders.  “not covetous”  v.3d


K.  Kind, Considerate & Unselfish:  v.3d



1.  He must try to live at peace with all men without compromise.



2.  Preachers must be peacemakers, not troublemakers;  short tempers don’t make for long ministries.

II.  MEN WITH DOMESTIC CONTROL:  


A.  A Family Man:  v.4



1.  Whether or not this demands a preacher be married it is obviously a benefit and a safeguard.

NOTE:  Paul was a missionary/pastor and was either unmarried or a widower and had no children as far as we know.



2.  This verse argues against a celibate ministry and sets forth a leadership principle.

B.  A Faithful Man:  v.5



1.  Good home discipline of wife and children argues for leadership capabilities in the church.



2.  The word’s “take care of…” suggest that the pastor love and care for the church as well as his family.

III.  MEN WITH DEDICATED CAPABILITY:  v.6

NOTE:  The word “novice” means “one newly planted” referring to a young Christian.  Satan enjoys seeing a youthful pastor succeed, get proud and then tear down all he has built up.

IV.  MEN WITH DISCIPLINED CONDUCT:  v.7


A.  His Private Life:  



1.  What the man is in private (devotional life, etc.) will be reflected in his public life.



2.  His relationship to his wife, whether he pays his bills, etc., will reflect on the Lord’s work.


B.  His Public Life:



1.  Note the order:  acceptable with God and God’s people and then to the world.



2.  The pastor must guard his reputation to protect the testimony of the church and to prevent reproach on 


the Savior.

NOTE:  A faithful, godly pastor will be accused of misconduct and the more biblically he conducts himself, the more the accusations will come, but he must make sure they are not true.

CONCL.:  No real man of God is ever all he desires to be and he needs constant prayer and support from his people.  No preacher is perfect and he must constantly work at fulfilling the qualifications of his high and holy office.

                It needs to be emphasized that the pastor will only be as successful in the ministry as his wife, family and church help him to be.  A pastor needs a wife, family and church who is submissive to him and who will pray for him and support him, as he follows the Lord.

SERVICE WITH A SMILE!  Or

Ronald McDeacon

TEXT:  1 Timothy 3:8-13

THESIS:  To set forth the biblical qualifications for deacons and their wives.

INTRO.:  A.  When the “Iron Curtain” fell and the walls of the Soviet Union crumbled, a 700 seat McDonald’s restaurant opened in Moscow.  By Russian standards the food is outstanding in quality and preparation.  But “not only does its American-style fast food contrast with the black bread, cabbage soup and cold meatballs of Moscow’s dingy cafeterias, so does its efficient SERVICE WITH A SMILE.  Soviet citizens like the uncommon cheerfulness as much as the Big Macs (BEEG MAKS)”… Normally dour citizens broke into grins as they caught the infectious cheerful mood from youthful Soviet staffers hired for their ability to smile and work hard.”  Bucks Co. Courier Times
1/1/90




  B.  The word “deacon” means “servant.”  Deacons are church elected servants who should render service at least as cheerfully as McDonald’s employees.  “SERVICE WITH A SMILE” should be their motto.  The passage before us tells us why deacons should serve cheerfully.  The qualifications for deacons and their wives are given and then an incentive for cheerful service is added to close out this section on the scriptural officers of the church.  v.13

TRANS.:  Deacons must have…

I.  GOOD CHARACTER AND A CLEAR CONSCIENCE:  


A.  Decency:  v.8



1.  They are to be serious-minded, dignified servants:  “grave.”

NOTE:  By definition a deacon is to be a servant – a pastor’s helper and a servant of Christ and the Church  for which He died.  They  are not to be a “board of directors” to control the church or the pastor.  In a “deacon-run church” this is their self-appointed function, but then they get the pastor to take the beating for the bad decisions of the “board.”  They should be available to give the pastor counsel when he needs it, and to help him administrate as he sees fit.  But they are to be subservient to the pastor and the church they serve.


2.  They are to be loyal and truthful:  “not double tongued.”

NOTE:  They are not to say one thing to the pastor and another to the people or one thing at church and another at home.  Six of the nine qualifications of deacons are the same as the pastor.  This one is different by virtue of his unique position as representative of the pastor and the people.



3.  They are to be “sober:”




1.  Wine was recommended for medicinal purposes even by Paul for Timothy (5:23) and of course that 

                   “wine” may have been and probably was unfermented grape juice;  but here is a clear warning 





 against any such abuse or misuse, and is in harmony with other Scriptures.




2.  They are not to be greedy:  cf. v3 for pastors.

NOTE:  The same men in a local church who believe the pastor ought to stay poor and humble, are often so finance-oriented (“greedy”) they don’t have time to “deac”!


B.  Doctrine:  v.9



1.  Some deacons (and others) know the constitution of the church better than they know the Bible.



2.  Deacons should be doctrinally sound and help safeguard the doctrinal purity of the church from 





unscrupulous members or pastors.

II.  GOOD CONDUCT AND A CHRIST-HONORING COMPANION:  


A.  Performance:  v.10



1.  Young converts are disqualified as pastor or deacon – “proved”.

ILLUS.:  Leadership always needs proving before large responsibilities are given.  Example:  Joseph in the O.T.  Thirteen years a servant and seventeen years in prison before he rode in the second chariot next to the Pharoah of Egypt.  Moses shepherded sheep forty years before becoming a shepherd over Israel.



2.  An untested Christian is an unprepared Christian.

NOTE:  Responsibility is a reward, not an incentive.  Faithfulness should be rewarded, not disloyalty or unfaithfulness.



3.  Deacons should “use” not just “fill” the office.
   

4.  Deacons, like pastors, must have a good reputation.

B.  Partner:  v.11

NOTE:  The King James Bible is again consistent here.  It is “wives” not “deaconesses!”  (Greek:  “gune” = woman, a wife)  If a deacon’s wife is a “deaconess” then a pastor’s wife must be a “pastoress”!!  To fulfill the qualifications for a “deaconess” she would have to be a lesbian having “one wife.”  Cf.  v.12a



1.  They too must be serious:  “grave”,



2.  They must not be “slanderers.”

NOTE:  The Greek word is “diablos” the plural for “devil,” literally, “she-devil.”  The devil is the great slanderer and she cannot imitate him.  Gossipping women have disqualified many pastors and deacons from service.

              It is interesting that more qualifications are given for deacon’s wives, than for pastor’s wives.  Perhaps it is that the pastor’s wife is in “full time service” with her husband, whereas that is not the case with deacon’s wives.  In other words it would be expected or assumed that anyone in “full time service” would know what is expected of them.
III.  GOOD CONTROL AND A CAREFUL CONSISTENCY:


A.  Residence:  v.12



1.  In their home they too must be a one-woman man.  v.2



2.  They also must be in control of their wives and any children living in their home.



3.  In their home they must be in control of the circumstances (devotional life, finances, entertainment, etc.)


B.  Reward:  v.13



1.  The word “degree” speaks of rank and suggests God’s promotion in spiritual matters and that the Lord 



gives the deacon more respect which opens greater opportunity for ministry.



2.  Reward always follows, never precedes, faithful service.




a.  Jesus’ standard for greatness was to become a servant – literally a “deacon.”




b.  The way up (spiritually) is down (humility).

CONCL.:  Serving in the Savior’s service is a serious matter in the light of these qualifications.  Those who meet the qualifications can render spiritual “SERVICE WITH A SMILE” knowing that God rewards faithful service here and hereafter. 
“HOLY GROUND”

TEXT:  I Timothy 3:14-16

THESIS:  To expound on the importance of such great truths as the work of God, the Church of God and the Christ of God.

INTRO.:  A.  Planet earth is God’s stage for the drama of redemption.  Whenever and wherever He “touched down” or especially revealed Himself or appeared, that became “HOLY GROUND.”  When the Lord appeared in Eden, the whole planet was “HOLY GROUND.”  When the Lord appeared to Abraham at Bethel and Moses at Sinai, that became “HOLY GROUND.”  God designated the tabernacle as His special dwelling place and one spot within the veil became especially holy and He designated that spot the “Holy of Holies.”

                B.  Whenever men approached that which they recognized as especially relating to Deity they treated it with the utmost reverence – Moses removed his shoes and the High Priests trembled as they entered the Holy of Holies annually.




  C.  We are about to enter the “HOLY GROUND” of Christ’s specific revelation in this passage.  The Lord considers His Church holy, His people holy and His Word and Son holy, and these verses take us to “HOLY GROUND.”

I.   THE ‘HOLY GROUND’ OF THE WORK OF GOD:  v.14

NOTE:  The context in chapter three is the qualifications of the two offices of the local church.  Whenever men diminish the local church they must deal with 1 Timothy 3.  This is indeed “HOLY GROUND.”

A.  Paul Was Detained:



1.  Paul wanted to visit the church at Ephesus which was so important to him;  he had pastored  this 



church for three years.



2.  He wanted to come and instruct Timothy, its young pastor, and the converts he had won, about the 




importance of the men in leadership in the Church for which Christ shed His blood.




a.  The revelation and information he had couldn’t wait.



b.  The progress of God’s work demanded immediate attention.

B.  Paul Was Determined:



1.  Paul wanted Timothy to be all he should be as pastor.



2.  He was concerned that the deacons reflect the highest standards.



3.  He was desirous that the church at Ephesus should have a clear and clean testimony for Christ’s sake 



before the pagans in Ephesus.
NOTE:  Woe to the church, pastor and deacons (as well as the people) who fail to live up to the high standards God sets in His Word.  Since God lives within each believer we are all “HOLY GROUND” and must conduct ourselves accordingly.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20   What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

II.  THE ‘HOLY GROUND’ OF THE CHURCH OF GOD:  v.15


A.  The House of God:


1.  The word “house” is a dwelling, home or haven.



2.  The context is the church at Ephesus but includes the “household” of faith.




a.  This is definitely not just a physical building but that which the Lord is erecting with all believers.

NOTE:  If the Church is just a building, a Kingdom Hall will qualify.  You can refer to a building as a “house of God” devotion-

Ally, but not doctrinally.  (Perhaps this is one reason church buildings are never mentioned in the New Testament!?  That is not where God wants the emphasis.  Is there a danger here for fundamentalists?  While we need decent facilities, sometimes it seems that a disproportionate amount of our funds go into buildings as opposed to planting churches, missions, etc.)




b.  Believers need to know how to behave themselves in this “building” – the “house(hold) of God.”

ILLUS.:  The Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple were literally “God’s house.”  They were made up of three main areas:  the outer court (sacrifice and salvation), the Holy Place (service and stewardship) and the Holy of Holies (sanctity and sanctification).  We are to be saved, serving and separated!  This is how we must behave ourselves.  “HOLY GROUND” indeed!


B.  The Church of God:



1.  We are a family (“household”) and must be fed the proper diet – God’s Word (like manna) provides 




perfect nourishment;  it is milk, bread, meat and honey.




a.  A church doesn’t grow by addition, but by nutrition.




b.  As a family we need discipline, instruction, encouragement and a proper example (pastor & deacons).


2.  We are a building with a pillar firmly implanted on the holy “ground of truth.”

ILLUS.:  This architectural image was clear to Timothy.  Ephesus had Diana’s Temple with 127 pillars.  The Church had one –

“the truth!”




a.  The Church is the pillar which is to be supported by the truth of the Word, not vice-versa.




b.  The Church (and churches) must proclaim that truth, defend it, maintain it, and practice it.




c.  The Church is the “building” in which the depository of truth rests.

ILLUS.:  In this sense the Roman Catholic Church is accurate when it says “outside the Church there is no salvation.”  They just have the wrong Body and Building in mind!  “The Church” is NOT “the Catholic Church.”  “The Church” is the one with “the truth!”

III.  THE ‘HOLY GROUND’ OF THE CHRIST OF GOD:  v.16


A.  The Incarnation of the Savior:  “God…manifest in the flesh…”



1.  Godly living  is related to a biblical understanding of the “mystery” about to be unfolded concerning 




Christ.



2.  It is not “Christ manifested in the flesh” but “God…!”  Christ is God – Immanuel – “God with us.”


B.  The Vindication of the Savior:  “justified in the Spirit…”



1.  His entrance, exposure, encounter and exit relating to this world was all “in the Spirit.”



2.  His ministry was spotlighted by the Spirit, and His works proved that His Spirit was the Holy Spirit.


C.  The Revelation  of the Savior:  “seen of angels…”



1.  God was invisible as to His Person to created beings until the incarnation.



2.  Angels, like men, could only gaze upon the glory of God until the invisible God became visible.

QUOTE:  Defender’s Study Bible – “Before “the Word was made flesh” (Jn. 1:14), “no man hath seen God at any time
 (Jn. 1:18).  The Father and the Spirit are still omnipresent and, therefore, invisible, but the Son has finally become the Son of man as well as the Son of God, and will henceforth and forever be in His glorified human body.”

ILLUS.:  Angels constantly hovered near Christ throughout His earthly ministry:  at His incarnation, temptation, miracles, in Gethsemane and at His ascension.


D.  The Proclamation of the Savior:  “preached unto the Gentiles…”


E.  The Reception of the Savior:  “believed on in the world…”  (“How shall they hear without a preacher?”)


F.  The Exaltation of the Savior:  “received up into glory…”

CONCL.:  Surely we have tread upon “HOLY GROUND” in this passage!  What glorious truths are contained in this revelation of the work of God, the Church of God and the Christ of God.  Let us “take off our shoes” as we contemplate these wonders.

RATING YOUR PREACHER

TEXT:  1 Timothy 4:1-6

THESIS:  To show the biblical requirements for a “good minister.”

INTRO.:  A.  How do you evaluate a preacher’s biblical qualifications?  (Check him out against 1 Tim. 3:1-7.)  How do you rate a preacher’s biblical ministry?  (Check his preaching against 1 Tim. 4:1-6.)   If he measures up to these standards he is a “good minister of Jesus Christ.”

              B.  Nothing is said about his “bedside manner,” making hospital visits, his social ability in fellowshipping with the church members, his dynamic delivery in the pulpit, or his “positive approach” in preaching (or lack of it).  v. 6

ILLUS.:  Rating your preacher must be done according to the Divine and inspired standard in God’s Word, not by comparing him with the never negative, bland, lovey-dovey, syrupy-smooth radio or TV preacher who never names names or describes false doctrine or identifies false preachers and teachers (as Jesus and the Apostles did again and again!)!

TRANS.:  Paul says you can “RATE YOUR PREACHJER” according to certain specifics (“these things”) which he lists here.  He says the “GOOD MINISTER” will…

I.   PREACH AGAINST APOSTATES:  v.1a

NOTE:  This passage seems aimed at the Roman Catholic Church system and its doctrines of devils which seek to seduce the  unsuspecting religionist.   Only devils would teach that a Jewish woman was omnipresent and sinless, that she was a mediator between God and man.  Only devils would teach people to call a mere man “the Holy Father.”  And surely only devils would teach that mere bread and wine could become the literal “body and blood of Jesus Christ.”    Surely devils alone could come up with a doctrine that Christ’s sacrifice was insufficient and therefore a human “priest” had to offer the “unbloody sacrifice of the Mass” daily.  And devils no doubt concocted the concept of purgatory where “Christians” had to burn a while there before getting their sins cleaned up.  Devils and seducing spirits are alive and well on planet earth and especially in Catholicism!  These unholy spirits also seduce men by having them remain “celibate” (unmarried) depriving them of “the natural use of women” so that they instead molest little boys!  They also teach vegetarianism, which seems to have some connection with demonism, e.g. Adolph Hitler and Jeanne Dixon.  (Does YOUR preacher preach against these things?!  How does he rate so far?)

A.  A Divine Prediction:  “the Spirit speaketh…”


1.  Only God can predict with 100% accuracy future events.



2.  All prophecy must have its Source as the Holy Spirit.

NOTE:  There is an obvious warning given here between the Holy Spirit and unholy and seducing spirits within the verse!


B.  A Definite Prediction:  “expressly…”



1.  All false prophets “hedge their bets” – the Holy Spirit alone “speaketh expressly…”


2.  As usual there is no mystery or symbolism here;  all is quite literal and very clear.




a.  This prediction states that some will “depart from THE FAITH…” (spoken of over 40 times in the N.T.!)




b.  “The faith” is a body of belief that goes far beyond the “fundamentals of the faith” which every 





Protestant and Catholic could endorse.




c.  One of the ways you can Rate Your Preacher is to see if he is warning against those who are 






departing from “the faith” by failing to “take heed to the flock” by warning them against the ravening 



wolves.

II.  SPECIFY THEIR SOURCE:  vv. 1b,2


A.  Seducing Spirits:



1.  The apostates (those who err or turn from the truth) are energized by spirits who are seductive.




a.  Watch out for the smooth operator, the suave speaker, Mr. Personality – people aren’t seduced by 




blatant lies, but by half-truths – not by uneducated idiots, but by intellectual “scholars.”



b.  Any departure from “the faith” is spiritual seduction.





1)  Every deviant doctrine is spawned by a “sedcuctive spirit.”





2)  As there is a “mystery of godliness” concerning Christ, there is also a “mystery of iniquity” 







spawned by Satan.



2.  The apostates would show up in the “latter times.”



3.  Timothy would live to see these times and the apostates and they would continue through church history.


B.  Doctrines of Devils:

ILLUS.:  These include any deviation concerning the biblical teachings about the Person and work of Christ, e.g., Jehovah’s Witnessism, Mormonism, John MacArthurism, Rick Warrenism, Joel Osteenism, Benny Hinnism, Paul Crouchism, Rod Parsleyism,

T. D. Jakesism, etc.    Satan has his own ministers who are masters of disguise (“ministers of righteousness…angels of light”  2 Cor. 11:3;  13-15).   As a good counterfeiter Satan will not use blatant and obvious fakes, but those who use the language of the Bible, quote Scripture and sound “almost” like Bible believers – but not quite.



1.  They are pious pretenders:   “speaking lies in hypocrisy…”

ILLUS.:  Like the “Rev.” Jesse Jackson, TV evangelists, the “Rev.” Al Sharpton, Evangelist Robert Tilton, Jimmy Swaggart, et. al. – preaching one thing and living in immorality and “high on the hog.”



2.  They have cauterized consciences:  “seared…”

NOTE:  Apostates are not only wrong doctrinally, they are wrong morally.  When you preach what you don’t believe the nerve endings of your conscience go dead and you live wrong without convictions.

III.  DETAIL THEIR DOCTRINES:  


A.  Forced Celibacy:  v.3a   “forbidding to marry…”



1.  The biblical reasons for legitimate celibacy include Eunuchs, times of extreme persecution and the gift of  


celibacy (which is obviously rare, e.g., the Apostle Paul).   Cf.  I Cor.7



2.  Any religious system that teaches forced celibacy, especially for spiritual leaders (I Tim. 3 “husbands of 



one wife”) is of the devil!

NOTE:  God said “marriage is honorable in all and the bed undefiled…”  Catholicism has spawned a whole order of religious sodomites and hypocritical fornicators.  Check the percentage of priests who are HIV positive!   Check the number of priests (and popes) who have been caught in adultery, fornication, homosexuality, and who have had illegitimate children!!)


B.  Forbidden Meats:  v.3b,c



1.  The 7th Day Adventists and Catholics both err here (so did Brother Lester Roloff;  but he didn’t force it on 


anyone else).



2.  These extraneous and foreign doctrines of forced celibacy and forced fasting are unbiblical.




a.  The reasons are clearly stated in v.3c-5.




b.  Food and sex are not to be refused for spiritual reasons except for brief periods of fasting YOU decide 



on.   (Cf.  1 Cor. 7).

IV.  STIR-UP THE SAINTS:  v.6


A.  Good Ministers:  



1.  The preacher must maintain a balance between feeding the flock and taking heed to the flock (warning).

ILLUS.:  There are two kinds of signs on the highway:  those that tell us where we are going, and those that warn of dangers ahead.  The preacher is also to give directions and to warn of dangers.



2.  The preacher must never cease reminding his flock of the dangerous doctrines and false doctrines of the 

              false teachers and preachers.


B .  Good Doctrine:



1.  To feed others sound doctrine the preacher must constantly feed himself nourishing food.



2.  Study time and prayer time are essentials for the man of God.

CONCL.:  “RATE YOUR PREACHER” and every preacher by the standards set down here in 1 Timothy 3 & 4 and if he doesn’t qualify, abandon him.  He is not a “good minister of Jesus Christ.”

PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH   or

Spiritual Gymnastics

TEXT:  1 Timothy 4:7-11

THESIS:  To warn against fables, encourage physical exercise and to exhort to Godliness.
INTRO.:   A.  Knowing that no spiritual leader can lift anyone beyond his own spiritual level, Paul admonishes Timothy to nourish himself first (v.6) and to perform “Spiritual Gymnastics” to keep himself in shape.  There is no excuse for weak, anemic Christians.  God provides milk, water, honey, bread and meat in His Word for all.
                 B.  Paul has instructed Timothy in the qualifications of a “good minister” (v.16) and in what a “good minister” should preach, now he says “PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH!”


TRANS.:  Paul gives us a trinity of exhortations here:  Beware the bad, tolerate the temporary and go for the godly…

I.   BEWARE THE BAD:  V.7a  “fables…”

NOTE:  He has already warned against “seducing spirits” and “doctrines of devils” as well as religious asceticism (forced celibacy and forced fasting).  Now he warns against getting caught up in religious fads and fables.


A.  Profane Fables:



1.  As sound or “good” or healthy doctrine produces spiritual health, so the profane myths of false teachers 


produce spiritual sickness.



2.  Biblically, “profane” is the opposite of “sacred” or “holy.”  
Ezekiel 22:26  Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.



3.  “Profane” doctrine, no matter how seemingly silly or innocuous is detrimental to spiritual health and 




pollutes the sanctified believer.

NOTE:  It makes the New Testament believer equivalent to the Old Testament believer who became polluted or “unclean” by touching a dead body or any other violation which temporarily disqualified him or her from spiritual service.


B.  Old Wives Fables:



1.  These are silly “old wives tales” constantly re-circulated throughout church history.



2.  They are designated as such to reveal their foolishness.

ILLUS.:  The image is that of old women who have nothing better to do than invent weird tales and stories which are then picked up by weak Christians and taught as truth, e.g., Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy and her “Christian (un) Science” or Ellen G. White and her dreams (delusions) that launched the 7th Day Adventism, or more recently, J.Z. Knight and her 3500 yhear old “Ramtha”  (spirit guide – Oh yeah!)  and the New Age movement.



a.  A believer cannot concoct NEW doctrines!  He may discover them, but can’t initiate them.




b.  We are to stay true to the “good (old) doctrine!”

NOTE:  A chemist may study poisons but he doesn’t allow them to get into his system;  so with the believer and the fables of men (or women).

II.  TOLERATE THE TEMPORARY:  v.8a   “bodily exercise…”


A.  Temples and Tools:



1.  Our bodies are God’s temples and His tools through which we may be used to do His work.



2.  A healthy body may be used of God, but our major emphasis must be on the spiritual.

NOTE:  Bodily exercise profits some, but Paul himself did not enjoy good health – but he had God’s power, holiness and usefulness.  (He didn’t get much exercise in the years he spent in prison!)


B.  Health and Holiness:  



1.  We must recognize the temporary nature of healthy bodies – they will get sick wear out and die.



2.  Food, rest, exercise, sleep and moral fitness are all essential to good physical health, but our 






concentration must be on the spiritual and eternal.
III.  GO FOR THE GODLY:  vv. 7b-11  “godliness…”


A.  Spiritual Gymnastics:  vv.7b,8b



1.  Godly character and conduct with “good doctrine” are far more important than sports trophies.



2.  Paul is challenging Timothy to be devoted to spiritual gymnastics as an athlete is to his sport – because 



we labor for the eternal.




a.  Our bodies are to be our servants, not our masters.   
1 Corinthians 9:24-27   Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.   25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.   26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:   27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.




b.  Spiritual exercise is profitable now and in the next life.

ILLUS.:  What you receive (salvation) is free; what you will be is earned (rewards).  Any progress you make here will help your status in glory.


B.  Spiritual Progress:  vv. 9,10



1.  In v. 9 Paul underscores the spiritual declarations he has just made and urges its universal acceptance.



2.  Spiritual progress is not easily attained – “no pain, no gain!”

HYMN:  “Must we be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease…while others fought to win the prize and sailed through bloody seas?”




a.  Our suffering reproach and labor to obtain a level of spirituality is because of our trust in “the living 




God” and not in Satan and his seducing spirits.




b.  He is the Savior of all men, specially of those that believe.

NOTE:  Here we have atonement and application clearly defined as separate entities.  Christ gave Himself a “ransom for all” but only “those that believe” receive the merits of that atoning ransom.

CONCL.:  Timothy is told to “PRACTICE WHAT HE PREACHES” and then to “command and teach these things.”  So they are not just for preachers but for all believers.  And they are not simply suggestions, but commandments and imperatives.

LEADERSHIP LOYALTY VS.

FOLLOWSHIP FALLOUT

TEXT:  1 Timothy 4:12-16

THESIS:  To reveal the principles of leadership-loyalty regarding the preacher’s public, pastoral and personal duties.

INTRO.:  A.  The qualifications for pastors and deacons in chapter three imply spiritual leadership.  Leadership is often lonely.  There is more fellowship in followship than in leadership.  The man who “desires the office of a bishop” must be prepared for leadership loneliness.  The man elected as a deacon must expect criticism.  “Criticism is the price of leadership.”  Leaders are not to be criticized nor idolized.  They are simply men who must discipline themselves and set an example so others may “follow the leader.”




 B.  Paul admonishes Timothy in our text concerning the preacher’s public duty, pastoral duty and private duty.  He is to be exemplary in all three areas.  The principle given to minimize “fellowship fallout” and intensify leadership-loyalty is Christlike conduct.  “Authoritative teaching (v.11) will attract little attention apart from exemplary living.”
I.   THE PREACHER’S PUBLIC DUTIES:  v.12

NOTE:  Timothy’s age is not given but he was apparently younger than most of the folks in his congregation.  Because some would use his youth against him, he must silence his critics by Christlike conduct.


A.  His Conversation:  “word…”



1.  An “example” is a “sample” of the real thing (hence the King James Bible’s “ensample”).

1 Thessalonians 1:7   So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.


2.  Timothy was to be a “sample” of what people did not ordinarily expect of a young man.




a.  He must guard what he says and the way he says it.




b.  If our words are “wheat or tares” – what are we sowing?


B.  His Conduct:  “conversation…”



1.  His words should come from a sanctified mind – “out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 





speaketh.”



2.  His conduct must come from a sanctified will.


C.  His Compassion:  “charity…”



1.  The preacher must exhibit a heart for people who take the heart out of him!

POEM.:  “To live above with the saints we love, Oh, that will be glory.  But to live below with the saints we know, that’s another story.”



2.  The preacher especially must “follow the leader” Who said “love your enemies, bless them that curse you

              and do good to them that despitefully use you and persecute you.”


D.  His Conviction:  “spirit…”



1.  He is to be zealous and enthusiastic about spiritual things. 



2.  He is to be unflagging not wavering, not weary in welldoing.


E.  His Confidence:  “faith…”



1.  Leaders must see possibilities that others do not see.

ILLUS.:  Joshua and Caleb saw opportunity and victory and the ten spies saw only death and defeat.



2.  Leaders must have vision, but not be visionaries.


F.  His Cleanliness:  “purity…”



1.  He is to make a distinction between the holy and the profane.


2.  He is to be morally above reproach.



3.  His mind must be kept clean:  “…as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

II.  THE PREACHER’S PASTORAL DUTY:  v.13


A.  Reading – Keeping Up:



1.  He must first be a student of the Word.  2 Tim. 2:15



2.  He must also be an avid reader/student.  

2 Timothy 4:13  The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.

NOTE:  Paul considered his books and parchments as important as warm winter clothing.  The Christian should read for information, inspiration and relaxation.



3.  This admonition may include the public reading of Scripture.


B.  Exhortation – Stirring Up:



1.  “Exhortation” deals with “an appeal for a response.”



2.  The preacher is to “comfort the afflicted” and afflict the comfortable!


C.  Doctrine – Building Up:



1.  False teaching (context) doesn’t build up – it mixes up!



2.  Sound doctrine produces good spiritual health.

III.  THE PREACHER’S PERSONAL DUTY:  


A.  Neglect Not The Gift:  v.14



1.  This seems to deal with the gift of pastor-teacher (context).



2.  The “laying on of the hands of the presbytery” is the symbolic transference and recognition of 





responsibility.

ILLUS.:  Charles Haddon Spurgeon refused human ordination and said that in most cases it would be “laying empty hands on an empty head.”


B.  Meditate Upon These Things:  v.15



1.  Timothy was as responsible to develop his gift as the elders were for recognizing and ratifying his gift.



2.  He was to give himself “wholly to them” – the ministry is not a part time job.


C.  Take Heed To Thyself:   v.16



1.  The man teaching the doctrine deserves as much attention as the doctrine itself.



2.  Good spiritual health and good doctrine will “save” (preserve, rescue, protect) the leader and his 





followers.

CONCL.:  Leadership must remain loyal to sound doctrine and to public, pastoral and personal standards or experience “followship fallout.”  The man of God must be “perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” via the Scripture which is “profitable for doctrine” etc.  
                If leadership must be loyal, followship must be faithful!!

ORDER IN THE CHURCH!

TEXT:  1 Timothy 5:1-8

THESIS:  To show how to correct the erring and care for widows in the church.

INTRO.:  A.  Several of Paul’s epistles contain a doctrinal section and then a practical section.  He first details the doctrine and then makes practical applications.   The first four chapters of 1 Timothy were clearly doctrinal.  Chapters five and six will be mostly practical.  Doctrine is not just for the head, but also for the heart and hands!




 B.  Pastor Timothy needed guidance as a young pastor in meeting the needs of the various classes of people he was pastoring in the church at Ephesus.  Paul instructs him in how to effectively treat older men and women, younger men and women and young and older widows.  Of course the source is not Paul, but the Holy Spirit.

I.   CORRECTING THE ERRING:  


A.  With Courtesy:  v.1



1.  Though these admonitions and instructions are given to Timothy they are applicable to every believer.



2.  Because of the old nature sin and error will continue to be a problem in every local church.




a.  The “elder” here is not a pastor, but simply an older man.




b.  Great care and courtesy must be exercised when a younger person must confront an older person.




c.  The word “rebuke” is a very strong word and is so translated in the King James Bible and speaks of 




striking and smiting.





1)  Paul is saying don’t harshly strike or smite an older man with your words – use courtesy.





2)  The word “intreat” means to beseech or to request reconciliation – not to demand it.





3)  The respect shown to an older man by a younger man should be with the courtesy of a son 






 towards his father.




d.  Even if the man is younger or the same age, courtesy is to prevail as correction or restoration is 





sought.   (We are brothers, not bosses!)

B.  With Carefulness:  v.2



1.  If the erring one is an older woman she doesn’t need a rebuke, she needs help.



2.  Older women must be treated with the respect and compassion of one’s own mother.



3.  Younger women must likewise be treated respectfully – as a gentleman would treat his own sister.

ILLUS.:  Wise is the pastor who treats young women “with all purity.”  The formal “Miss” or “Mrs.” or biblical “sister” would be the proper form of address and avoid shameful situations.  The wise man will view all younger women as “sisters” and conduct himself accordingly.

II.  CARING FOR WIDOWS:  

ILLUS.:  The Old Testament was to be the standard for the church.  


1.  God is seen as “father of the fatherless” and a judge of the widows.
Psalms 68:5   A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.


2.  A portion of the tithe and “the forgotten sheaf” was set aside for widows.
Deuteronomy 14:29   And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest.

Deuteronomy 24:19-21    When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.   20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.   21 When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.


3.  God’s blessings were promised those who honored widows.
Jeremiah 22:3-4   Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.   4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people.


4.  They were the objects of Christ’s compassion.
Mark 12:42-43   And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:

Luke 7:11-17   And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people.   12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.   13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.   14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.   15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.   16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.   17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about.


A.  Widows Indeed And In Need:  vv. 3-5



1.  A remarried woman with a living husband doesn’t qualify.

Romans 7:1-3   1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?   2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.   3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.



2.  The church is only obligated to “widows indeed” and in need.



a.  If she has no husband, no children, “nephews” (KJB English word which would include grandchildren), 



she is “a widow indeed.”




b.  If she is “desolate” i.e., without anyone to care for her needs, she qualifies to be placed on the local 




church “widows in need” list.   (cf. v. 9)  v.5




c.  If her children, etc. are living they should care for her, not the church.

NOTE:  “To requite their parents” (v.4) , means to pay back in kind the tender loving care they received when young, i.e., food, clothing, shelter, etc.  When a Jew got saved they were cast out of the synagogue;  a Gentile out of the heathen temple and thus had to rely on the church if widowed.

ILLUS.:  A young Jewish man was caring for his aged father, but the wife insisted he be placed in a nursing home.  The old man wept and pleaded and struggled as his son led him there.  The old man stopped at a certain tree and said “NO, NO!  I will not go any farther!”  The young man said “I didn’t drag my father past this tree!”


B.  Widows Alive & Yet Dead:  v.6



1.  This is the “widow” who takes her husband’s insurance and lives it up till it runs out and comes begging 


to the church.



2.  This is the “widow” who served the Lord till her godly husband died, then turned her back on Christ.

III.  CHARGING THE SAINTS:  


A.  The Command:  v.7  (cf. 4:11 – the same word for “charge” is used here)


B.  The Condemnation:  v.8  (cf. v.4)

ILLUS.:  Old Dutch Proverb:  “It is easier for one poor father to bring up ten children than for ten rich children to provide
for one poor father.”



1.  By comparison, a believer who doesn’t provide for his own” is “worse than an infidel.”



2.  Failure to do so is tantamount to having “denied the faith.”

ILLUS.:  A missionary returned from a foreign field to care for his widowed, sickly mother and was severely criticized.  But he remained faithful until she died, then returned to the field for years of fruitful service.  He didn’t want to “deny the faith.”  AMEN!

CONCL.:  We need “ORDER IN THE CHURCH!”  We need to carefully correct the erring, prayerfully care for the widows and pastorally charge the saints concerning their duties.   By this Divine standard, do YOU help maintain “ORDER IN THE CHURCH?”

WOMEN V.I.P.’s IN THE CHURCH
TEXT:  1 Timothy 5:9-16

THESIS:  To show who and how to care for widows in the church.
INTRO.:   A.  Every believer is a V.I.P. with God!  When saved we receive a new nature, the Holy Spirit indwells us, we become a member of His Body, are included as a part of His Bride, become His children by the new birth, are given adult-status through adoption, our sins are washed away, our names are inscribed in the Lamb’s Book of Life and engraved upon His hands, we have access to God’s throne room, we become the recipient of His special favor and attention, can earn eternal rewards, have a mansion reserved for us in glory, will fellowship with Him and His saints and the angelic host in heaven, will return to earth to rule with Him for a thousand years and will never hurt, weep or mourn again!
                B.  In the local church there are some specially called ones.  They are men, viz., pastor and deacons.  They are V.I.P.’s in His church.  But women too have important functions and ministries to perform, and among the female population in the church membership there are some “WOMEN V.I.P.’s.”  They are the widows and have always been special with God.

NOTE:  There was a “list” of special “WOMEN V.I.P.’S IN THE CHURCH”…

I.   RECEIVING WIDOWS:  


A.  Qualifications (for “widows indeed”):



1.  Age:  60 or older   v.9a




a.  This special class of women would receive support from the church; taking younger widows 






would have meant indefinite or lengthy support.




b.  These women were to perform special ministries – as indicated by their special qualifications.



2.  Marital status:  “wife of one man”  v.9b  (cf. pastors and deacons)

NOTE:  Marital fidelity is a primary consideration for all spiritual leadership.



3.  Reputation:  “well reported of for good works…”  v.10a

ILLUS.:  Someone said our reputation is what others think of us, character is what we really are.

               A preacher on a bus received a dime too much change.  He went to the bus driver and returned it.  The driver said “I purposely gave it to you.  I heard your sermon yesterday.  Today your character supported your reputation and backed up your preaching.”



4.  Parental status:  “brought up children…”   v.10b




a.  Perhaps in exchange for support her ministry would include helping younger women with child-





rearing.



b. 
The measure of parental success is the finished product in your children.



5.  Hospitality:  “lodged strangers...”  v.10c



6.  Humility:  “washed the saints feet…”  v.10d

NOTE:  Both these qualifications would have doubtless included entertaining traveling preachers in a “prophet’s chamber” in her home when her husband was still living.



7.  Charity:  “relieved the afflicted…”  v.10e



8.  Fruitfulness:  “every good work…”  v.10fg

NOTE:  As with pastors and deacons “WOMEN V.I.P.’s IN THE CHURCH” must first be “proved” if permitted to serve in this special ministry and to receive “church welfare.”

II.   REFUSING WIDOWS:  


A.  Disqualifications:  



1.  Remarriage:  vv. 11,12




a.  Apparently “widows indeed” who applied for support and service had to promise not to remarry.




b.  Paul knew this would not be normal nor proper for younger women who were widows.

NOTE:  To “wax wanton against Christ” shows human nature hasn’t changed over the centuries.  Women still try to get married without living in sin and men still try to live in sin without getting married!   Now we have “trial marriages” and “living together with adult consent” and “homosexual families” et.al. ad nauseum.




c.  “Having damnation” is not “losing salvation” but condemned by their own consciences due to guilt.



d.  “Cast off their first faith” is not “sinning away God’s grace” it is probably a reference to the faith they 



had after their husband died, which had now changed.  (Situation ethics)



2.  Idleness:  v.13




a.  The people who are the “busiest” (busybodies) are those who are idle and have nothing to do.

2 Thessalonians 3:11    For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.

ILLUS.:  The present day example is the news media which devotes all their idle time being “busybodies” twenty-four hours a day!  Their livelihood depends upon it.  This implies control over Presidents, politicians, etc. via intimidation through round-the-clock surveillance.  (Interestingly the same “news” that disqualifies a politician or a preacher promotes the career of a TV or Hollywood star!




b.  The “house-to-house” visitation that should have been a ministry, became a mess!

NOTE:  Those who should have been “fishers of men” became “pickers of corpses.”  These “Baptist buzzards” are in every church.





1)  Paul’s footnote in v.14 reveals God’s will for (nearly) every woman:  marry, raise kids, guide the 





house and live right.

NOTE:  The duties of marriage and motherhood will prevent her from becoming a neighborhood nuisance.





2)  These are the exact duties attacked, overthrown and ridiculed by the modern “liberated female.”





3)  Paul traces the source of women’s lib, the ERA, unisex and pro-choicers (baby-butchers)!  Satan!

NOTE:  At this early date the churches had had enough bad experiences in this area to encourage caution and describe limits.
III.  RELIEVING WIDOWS:  v.16


A.  Responsibility:



1.  Any and all widows are to be cared for first by believing family members.



2.  The church’s responsibility is always to be secondary, not primary.

CONCL.:  All godly women are to be treated as “WOMEN V.I.P.’s IN THE CHURCH.”  But their respect must be earned and their reputation must be a reflection of their Christlike character and deportment.

RESPECT YOUR ELDERS!
TEXT:  1 Timothy 5:17-21

THESIS:  To show the support which should be given pastors who have faithfully served and the caution to be exercised before accusations are made and actions are taken against them.

INTRO.:  A.  D.L. Moody used to say that “a lie gets halfway around the world before truth gets its boots on to pursue it.”   Often men of God are lied or gossiped about and they have no way of getting their side of the story out without looking as if they are self-serving.  The “elders” in the passage are not senior saints but pastors.  We are to learn to “RESPECT OUR ELDERS!”  They should be treated with the respect and dignity of their office and never lied about.



B.  In this highly practical section of the epistle, Paul has dealt with the local church and widows and now shifts to the local assembly’s responsibility to its shepherds…

I.   CONCERNING SHEPHERDS:  


A.  Their Service:  v.17


1.  Supervising the saints:  “elders that rule well…”




a.  The pastor is the supervisor of the ministry.




b.  If he oversees the ministry with care and diligence (Gr. Proistemai) he should receive “double honor.”

NOTE:  The word “honor” is used in the sense of “honorarium” or reward.  A pastor’s remuneration should be proportionate to his efficiency in laboring in the “word and doctrine.”  The force of “double honor” is “generous pay.”



2.  Studying the Word:  “they who labour in the Word…”




a.  Believers grow when they are fed the proper diet.




b.  Ruling without teaching accomplishes little;  you can’t rule over babies!

NOTE:  The pastor’s main job is to feed the flock, not win souls, build buildings, run the youth ministry, do the PR work, etc.  But he cannot feed others if he is starving himself.  He must discipline himself to “labor in the Word.”



3.  Setting forth doctrine:  “labour…in doctrine…”




a.  The pastor must have settled all the major doctrines in his own heart and then teach them to his 





people.




b.  He is not to give them something “new,” but teaching them the old truths.

B.  Their Support:  v.18

NOTE:  This is the primary subject of the passage.  Verse 17 sets forth the qualifications for support and verse 18 gives an illustration.



1.  Provision:  

1 Corinthians 9:9-14    For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?   10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.   11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?   12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.   13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?   14   Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.
Deuteronomy 25:4    Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.




a.  The ox is often used as a symbol of the man of God.




b.  The ox which works hard should eat well.




c.  The pastor who prepares well and rules well is worthy of adequate financial reimbursement.




d.  Those who become proficient in preaching and teaching the “word & doctrine” deserve special 





 and generous compensation.

NOTE:  The use of the phrase “the laborer is worthy of his reward” is a quotation from Luke 10:7 and Matthew 10:10 and means Paul recognized these books as canonical.




e.  This must not become the goal or obsession of the preacher.  Cf. 3:3;  6:10



2.  Protection:




a.  Paying the preacher properly protects the church against a half-hearted effort from him.




b.  It also protects the preacher from covetousness and distraction.

ILLUS.:  If the pastor sees others in the church living in luxury while he and his family go without, he will covet what they have.  Or he will be distracted from his obligation as a full-time responsibility to the church by moonlighting or taking side jobs.  It can also hurt his family by requiring his wife to work and turn off his children towards the ministry.

II.  CONCERNING SIN:  


A.  A Bad Report:  v.19



1.  Because of the preacher’s special position he is entitled to special protection against malicious slander or 


ruinous rumors.



2.  If a man of God has been faithful in leading, feeding and seeding in his field, care must be taken 





regarding accusations against him.



a.  A charge should be refused and rejected without proper evidence and sufficient witnesses.

ILLUS.:  “Where there’s smoke, there’s fire” may be a good slogan for a fire department, but it doesn’t always apply in a local church.  It could mean somebody’s tongue has been “set on fire of hell.”




b.  These witnesses should face the accused and hear his side;  this quickly defuses most situations.


B.  A Bold Rebuke:  v.20



1.  If convicted in the light of proper evidence and witnesses he should be openly and boldly rebuked.



2.  Public sin demands public rebuke.



3.  The purpose of discipline must be restoration, not revenge.



4.  Opportunity for repentance should be given and where that occurs forgiveness should follow.

2 Corinthians 2:6-8   Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.   7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.   8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.

NOTE:  Public sin which brings reproach on the ministry, the Church, and the Savior may require complete removal from the ministry, even though forgiveness is extended.
Proverbs 6:30-33   Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;   31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.   32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.   33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away.


C.  A Biblical Restraint:  v.21



1.  Consider the unseen witnesses to local church activities:  “God…Christ…the elect angels…”



2.  Consider the problem of partiality – in either direction.




a.  There are no seniority rights within the membership.




b.  There is one absolute standard of measurement.




c.  Friendship and fellowship, emotions and attachments should be disregarded in any possible 






disciplinary action by the church leadership. 

CONCL.:  “RESPECT YOUR ELDERS!” is good advice for families and for church members.




  Regarding pastors, we must consider their support in light of their service and position and be cautious and respectful of them and their calling and practice before making accusations.  

                Do YOU “RESPECT YOUR ELDERS (PASTORS)!?”

PAUL’S PRESCRIPTIONS
TEXT:  1 Timothy 5:22-25

THESIS:  To give Paul’s inspired counsel to Pastor Timothy concerning ordaining others to the ministry, for his own health and to showcase the principle of sowing and reaping.

INTRO.:  A.  Dr. Roger Voegtlin (Fairhaven Baptist College) said the cause of sinning saints and fallen preachers is simple unbelief.  They don’t really believe their sin will find them out or that they will reap what they sow.  They find out too late that the Bible is true.




 B.  “Dr. Paul the Apostle” gives some prescriptions designed to keep the ministry from shyters and sheep fleecers.
ILLUS.:  An older preacher gave some sage advice to a young pastor.  He told him to “feed the sheep, love the sheep and shoot the wolves.”  When he repeated the advice to a friend he got the message garbled and said “fleece the sheep, feed the wolves and shoot the sheep.”  Of course that is exactly what the hirelings who are not shepherds do.



C.  Paul knew the danger in ordaining men too hastily to the Gospel ministry.  He gives an inspired pre- scription to Timothy to help him avoid that and a personal prescription to guard his health from the pressures of the ministry.  Briefly, it is:  “Beware, Take Care & Be Fair.”

I.   BEWARE:  


A.  Premature Ordination:  v.22a



1.  The laying on of hands as a symbolic transference of pastoral authority is probably in view here.

         2.  Candidates for ordination should be thoroughly examined as to their doctrine, lifestyle and character and 


be sure they are evaluated in the light of biblical qualifications.
ILLUS.:  The current practice of wholesale or mass ordination, where a whole class of senior men in a bible college are ordained,  seems to fly in the face of this warning.  Perhaps more careful scrutiny of a candidates background and doctrinal soundness should take precedence over his academic credentials and/or his oratorical ability.  We have too many drop-outs, burn-outs, fall-outs and flop-outs!  “I FEEL called to preach” isn’t sufficient!


B.  Problematic Association:  v.22b



1.  Hasty ordination of novices (3:6) makes one indirectly responsible for his indiscretions or inadequacies 



when he “blows” it.



2.  Positions of spiritual responsibility carry with them leadership accountability.




a.  The phrase “keep thyself pure” is apparently attached to the warning.




b.  This is Paul’s prescription dealing with leadership caution by refusing to partake either directly or 





indirectly in other men’s sins.

ILLUS.:  No person or preacher can keep herself/himself “pure” if he spends any inordinate amount of time in the media or entertainment industry.  America daily feeds on dirty talk, dirty thoughts, dirty words, dirty pictures and dirty music put out by dirty people!  The media, Hollywood, rock, country, rap, & hip hop crowd have eliminated “purity” from their vocabulary.  “Moral purity” is missing from ABC, NBC, CBS, TNN, HBO, etc., Hollywood and their magazines, programs and music.  Moral purity is a joke to them;  something to be sneered at and ridiculed.

II.  TAKE CARE:  v.23


A.  Timothy’s Problem:



1.  Perhaps the problems and pressures of the ministry gave Timothy a digestive problem.



2.  Maybe his natural distaste for exercising authority produced ulcers or colitis:  “thine often infirmities…”
ILLUS.:  Paul had the gift of healing but he didn’t heal Timothy!  The sign gifts were for Jewish unbelievers and by this time were rarely exercised or needed.  There were few Jews in Ephesus.  Note that the mentions of the sign gifts in 1 Cor. are almost never used or mentioned in the other epistles and in 1 Cor. 12-14 where they are emphasized it seems to be more a rebuke against abuse and misuse than and exhortation to use them.


B.  Paul’s Prescription:



1.  Timothy was to keep pure spiritually and to try to keep healthy.



2.  Spiritual purity aids physical health, but doesn’t guarantee it (Paul kept Dr. Luke by his side much of the 


time.)



3.  The word for “wine” and “grape juice” are the same in Greek (“oinos”).



4.  He may have been simply suggesting grape juice for Timothy’s ailment.



5.  Whatever it was is was recommended as a cure for an infirmity, not to cause one to get drunk!

ILLUS.:  Every boozer, wino, sneaky Peter, and worldly Christian knows this verse by heart even if they don’t know Jn. 3:16!  But this is a prescription for “wine” as medicine – not as a beverage.  Timothy was remarkably temperate – a total abstainer – and needed Apostolic authority to induce him to take a “little wine.”  He was obviously not a “social drinker.”

III.  BE FAIR:  (cf. v.21 “doing nothing by partiality…”)


A.  Caught Doing Bad:  v.24



1.  If caught in sin now, one should be judged now.



2.  Particularly the sins of elders (pastors) – or possibly their accusers are in view here.  (Cf. vv.19,20)



3.  If they don’t get caught now, their sins will come to light later.

ILLUS.:  Many a “perfect crime” has been committed down here and some never get caught down here, but “up there” is another story!   Saint or sinner, pastor or people – “be sure your sin will find you out.”  Reaping may come later, but it WILL come.  “There is no web so finely spun, but at last comes out in the sunlight.”


B.  Caught Doing Good:  v.25



1.  Right will come out as well as wrong.



2.  As sure as wrong brings penalty – right brings rewards.



3.  Your good works will find you out as surely as your sins.



4.  Good and bad will be made “manifest” at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

ILLUS.:  Bad works are so more abundant than good works, they stick out like a Cadillac in a junk yard.

CONCL.:  Paul warns:  “BEWARE, TAKE CARE AND BE FAIR” in and out of the ministry.  Good advice and good medicine for every sick saint and every ailing believer!  Why not take a good dose of Paul’s Prescriptions?!
WHEN ‘NOBODIES’ BECOME ‘SOMEBODIES’   or

SAINTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS

TEXT:  1 Timothy 6:1-6
THESIS:  To reveal our social and spiritual responsibility and to war against false teachers in these areas.

INTRO.:  A.  Historians estimate that up to one half of the Roman Empire’s population were slaves.  When Christianity was introduced into this system, social upheaval followed.  The burning question was how should slaves who became saints act?   Should they run away (like Onesimus)?  Rebel?  How about those who were slave masters?  Should they free their slaves?  Should they relax their requirements?




B.  The debate was as hot in Paul’s day as the abortion and homosexual issues of today.  What does Apostolic teaching have to offer us?  What about “SAINTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS?”  How should we respond “WHEN ‘NOBODIES’ BECOME ‘SOMEBODIES’ – when slaves become saints?

I.   THE DEPORTMENT OF CHRISTIAN SLAVES:  


A.  Slaves With Unbelieving Masters:  v.1

NOTE:  The Bible never condones slavery.  However when slavery was a social reality as it was in those days, the Bible speaks to the issue and while not condemning it, does give guidelines for both slaves and slave owners.  In the Roman Empire slavery was not a racist issue, but rather an issue of social standing.  Freeborn Roman citizens couldn’t be slaves, but the people they had conquered were inducted into slavery.  Slaves were bought and sold as chattel (property).  Slaves could be set free by their owners at their whim – or not.  Slaves could buy their way out of slavery, but that was usually unlikely.  Slaves were often treated with the utmost cruelty, while on the other hand some were treated as family members.  The New Testament does address how we are to treat each other, and the “golden rule” should permeate the believer’s mentality.  We should all treat each other as we would wish to be treated.  However this principle cannot be legislated.


1.  When a slave became a saint it was expected that his attitude would change and that he would render 



unto his master honor, even if he was unsaved.



2.  The purpose of this was that “God’s name and His doctrine be not blasphemed.”

NOTE:  If the slave who got saved showed rebellion instead of submission his testimony would hinder his master’s (and other’s) salvation, much the same way a rebellious employee affects his employer today.



   Our present day civil rights advocates and activists need to take a lesson here.  “Civil disobedience” is thinly veiled rebellion and no believer in a majority or minority group should participate.




a.  Slaves who became arrogant or lazy would never win their masters.




b.  Paul never attempted to change the social order directly – but indirectly – through soul-winning.

ILLUS.:  The Apostles had no commission to interfere with the existing social order by engaging in civil and political disturbance or disobedience.  But they did have a commission to “preach the Gospel.”




  Some assume that slavery is inherently evil.  If so, Paul (and Jesus) would have spoken against it.  They did not!  (They didn’t encourage it or necessarily agree with it, but it was not the focus of their ministries.)

B.  Slaves With Believing Masters:  v.2



1.  Slaves (employees) with Christian masters (employers) should not take advantage of their brotherhood in

              the Lord.



2.  They may be equal in Christ, but not in social status or business.



3.  The question arises “how can I be equal to my master in church, yet inferior at home or work?”

ILLUS.:  Often an employee who goes to work for a Christian thinks it will be heaven-on-earth, but many problems are compounded by greater expectations from both.  Both SHOULD indeed expect more, give more and get more.  But neither should take advantage of the other.  Love doesn’t rebel or look for opportunities to escape responsibility.  Both master and servant benefit from obedience.




a.  The phrase:  “partakers of the benefit” may be applied to both parties.




b.  When the employer benefits, so should the employee.



ILLUS.:  When a Christian employer makes greater profits due to the diligence of his Christian workers, he should give more to the Lord’s work and if so, the employee has a part in that.  (Perhaps he should pay his employee more as well!)

II.  THE DANGERS IN CHRISTIAN SOCIETY:  

NOTE:  The closing statement in v.2 demands compliance with this Apostolic teaching.  The reason for this statement now becomes apparent.


A.  False Teachers:  v.3



1.  Paul warns that if anyone advocates rebellion, civil disobedience, laziness, or disloyalty they are to be 



avoided.



2.  Paul boldly identifies these false teachers who don’t line up with the absolute standard of God’s Word!

NOTE:  For anyone to encourage slaves to assert their “rights” would precipitate social revolution and would immediately be recognized as a rabble rouser and not a disciple.


B.  False Piety:  



1.  All false teachers have certain characteristics in common – one of which is pride!  V.4




a.  They are puffed up with exaggerated opinions which they identify as special enlightenment or know- 



ledge.




b.  They pretend to know more than God reveals!




c.  They put question marks where God puts exclamation points.




d.  They love “strifes of words”  and pass their time
in intellectual wrangling and theological hassles.



2.  All false teachers produce division - not unity.  v. 4b


3.  All false teachers have money or fame as a motive!




a.  They want public acclaim.




b.  They seek personal “gain.”




c.  They convince themselves that “gain is godliness…” (Hello Benny Hinn, Richard Roberts, et.al.)

ILLUS.:  Buses, buildings, big crowds, a great following, large offerings, radio and TV ministries, etc. are not necessarily what God sees as “spiritual success”  (contrast this with “the DOCTRINE which is according to godliness”  v.3).   Paul concludes with “from such withdraw thyself!”

CONCL.:  Here is Paul’s treatise on “SAINTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS!”  The only “rights” saints receive when saved in the social arena is to be submissive, obedient, hard working citizens.   The way to bring about social change is through winning people one-by-one and setting the example by treating them as you would have them treat you.

RESOLVED TO BE RICH

TEXT:  1 Timothy 6:6-11

THESIS:  To place temporal riches and necessities into biblical perspective.

INTRO.:  A.  Ben Franklin said:  “Money never makes a man happy…there is nothing in its nature to produce happiness.  The more a man has, the more he wants.  Instead of its filling a vacuum, it makes one.  If it satisfies one want, it doubles and trebles that want another way.”  Solomon said: “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble therewith.”



B.  Money is not evil, it is neutral.  But “the love of money is the root of all evil.”   It is the quest, greed and lust for money which is condemned in Scripture.  One man in the Bible epitomizes what riches may produce.  He had position, possessions and youth, but was characterized by the word “sorrowful.”  He was the “rich young ruler.”

TRANS.:  Paul gives some inspired counsel regarding money and its abuse in this passage…

I.   GAIN VS. CONTENTMENT:  v.6


A.  Real Gain:



1.  Paul has said that one of the marks of a false teacher is that he supposes “that gain is godliness.”



2.  Actually the reverse is usually true:  gain or wealth usually produces ungodliness.




a.  Real gain is achieved when godliness produces contentment.




b.  Paul epitomized real gain when he stated:  “for I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 



be content.”


B.  Great Gain:



1.  Summarized, his teaching is:  “Gain is not godliness, but godliness is great gain.”



2.  If we would pursue godliness like we pursue gain we would achieve contentment – the ultimate state of 


spiritual maturity.

NOTE:  Godliness in the heart, not money in the hand produces “real gain” – contentment!

II.  RICHES ARE TEMPORARY:  v.7


A.  Nothing In – Nothing Out:



1.  Nothing money can buy can be taken with youl.

ILLUS.:  Robert Browning wrote the story of a girl with beautiful, long, golden hair, called “Golden Hair.”  On her death she moaned “leave my hair alone…”  It was braided on top of her head like a large cap.  “Golden Hair” died and years later workman were digging and some boys poked around and found a gold piece.  Further digging disclosed her coffin, and the girl’s skull, wedged amid a mound of money.  She thought she could take it with her!


2.  Millionaires and paupers are buried in the same size hole.


B.  What We Are – Not What We Have:



1.  When we change address from earth to eternity everything we have acquired of temporal value loses its 


luster.




2.  The tragedy of the rich and famous – apart from Christ – is that ALL is loss!

III.  MONEY ISN’T NECESSARY:  v.8


A.  Luxuries and Necessities:



1.  Paul pares life down to its barest essentials.



2.  All we NEED down here is “food and raiment,” – sustenance and protection from the elements.


B.  Temporal and Spiritual:



1.  Godliness and contentment are seen as spiritual necessities and food and raiment as temporal 
             


necessities.



2.  All else in both realms are benefits and blessings. 

QUOTE:  Andrew Telford:  “Blessed is the man who wants only what he needs and needs only what he wants.”

IV.  WEALTH MAY LEAD TO SIN:  vv. 9,10


A.  The Lust for Riches:



1.  Note the emphasis:  They that WILL be rich…”



2.  Often the poor are more sinful than the rich.

ILLUS.:  These are they who “RESOLVE TO BE RICH!”  They seek gain at the expense of godliness.  To choose gold over God is an eternal error.  It is a “temptation and a snare” and “drowns men in destruction and perdition.”


B.  The Love of Money:



1.  Too many know the price of everything and the value of nothing.



2.  Motive is everything – the question should be:  “how much should I give, not how much can I get.”

NOTE:   The LACK of money can lead to a LUST for money and finally the LOVE of money.  Beware the snare.  Too little is often as dangerous as too much.




There is no biblical condemnation against wealth – just a warning concerning its place and position in our lives.  It is O.K. to possess it, but wrong to allow it to possess us.




a.  An inordinate love of money and what it can buy will lead a man (or woman!) into every kind of evil.




b.  Preachers apostasize for it;  people kill for it;  families divide over it;  and churches split over it.

IV.  TREASURE VS. TRIUMPH:  v.11


A.  The Warning:   “flee…”



1.  The young preacher Timothy, is called a “man of God” and cautioned against greed.




a.  Timothy must not be envious of the wealthy Ephesian church members.




b.  Timothy must not feel intimidated and fail to rebuke the wealthy when needed.



2.  The “these things” include pride, vanity and greed which characterized the false teachers.


B.  The Exhortation:  “follow…”



1.  The fruit of the Spirit is to be sought after, not the works of the flesh or the prize(s) of the world.



2.  The triumphant Christian is one who resolves to be rich in spiritual graces!

CONCL.:  What is your heart settled upon.  That is your treasure.  But your treasure can lead to tragedy without proper spiritual safeguards.  “Flee” and “follow” is good and scriptural advice for turning your treasure into triumph.




FIGHTING CHRISTIANS!
TEXT:  1 Timothy 6:12-16

THESIS:  To provide the necessary motivation and incentive to Timothy (and all believers) to continue to “fight the good fight of faith.”

INTRO.:  A.  Every good soldier knows there is a time to FLEE, a time to FOLLOW and a time to FIGHT.  The better part of valor is often a hasty retreat.  (Example:  Joseph and Potiphar’s wife!)  Timothy is receiving orders from his commanding officer and is told to “flee” (v.16) pride, worldliness and the love of money.  He is also instructed to “follow” His Commander-in-Chief in His attributes.  V.11b




B.  Now (v.12) he is told to “fight” – (not each other!).  Jesus did it and it cost Him His life.  The Apostles did it and it cost them their lives.  Paul did it and it cost him his life.  2 Tim. 4:6-8  All believers are to be “FIGHTING CHRISTIANS.”  We are at war with the world, the flesh and the devil and we “wrestle…against principalities, powers…spiritual wickedness in high places…” in whatever way they chose to manifest themselves. 

I.  EXHORTATION:  v.12


A.  Command:  “fight…!”


1.  In every war there are “conscientious objectors,” deserters and traitors.



2.  The C.O.’s today are everywhere – they refuse to obey the command to be a “good soldier” and “bail 



out” on their “pledge of allegiance” to the Commander.

ILLUS.:  The J/W’s, are C.O.’s who refuse to pledge allegiance to our country and flag and refuse to fight for it and should be shipped from our shores ASAP!  Their greater treason is to deny Christ’s Deity.



3.  The deserters are plentiful:  they want affluence over allegiance;  they want to flee and not fight.

ILLUS.:  Their “field captains” are smooooth talking radio and TV preachers (Hello, Harold Camping!), their battle cry is the worldly, sensuous “Christian music” which you can’t tell from the world’s.  They bail out when the battle heats up.  They think persecution is when someone refuses a tract.  They get “wounded” over a comment from another Christian instead of from the “fiery darts of the wicked one.”


B.  Commission:  “lay hold on…”



1.  Other things must be let go to hold on to this precious gift of our faith.



2.  The believer HAS eternal life.



3.  But he must “lay hold on” it by fleeing, following and fighting.

NOTE:  It is a poor thing to talk about eternal life while living for this world.  

2 Timothy 2:3-4   Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.   4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.


C.  Conduct:  “hast professed…”



1.  Timothy received the “good conduct medal” for his profession before “many witnesses.”



2.  Past victories are no guarantee of future success.




a.  Timothy had been a good witness.




b.  Paul sent him this exhortation to continue.

NOTE:  Paul knew human nature.  John Mark had bailed out on him, Demas went AWOL, and many of his converts refused to stay in the trenches with him when the shells started flying.  He wanted Timothy to stay in the fight to become his replacement in the ranks.
II.  ILLUSTRATION:  V.13


A.  Charge:  “I give thee this charge…”



1.  Paul is Timothy’s superior handing down an order from his Superior.



2.  Paul reveals the Source of his order as the One to Whom Timothy is indebted for his eternal life.


B.  Comparison:  “Christ Jesus…Pontius Pilate…”



1.  Pilate asked Jesus “Art Thou the King of the Jews?”  Jesus’ answer was “Thou sayest it!  To this end was 


I born…”  Jn. 18:33-37



2.  Pilate speaks of his authority over Jesus;  Jesus replies “Thou couldst have no power(authority)…except it 


were given thee from above…!”  Jn. 19:10,11

ILLUS.:  Our Savior provides the example for spiritual warfare.  Let the ungodly condemn themselves.  Point them to the omnipotent God.  Live so they must conclude “I find no fault in him.”

III.  MOTIVATION:  


A.  Second Coming:  v.14



1.  The great motivation for living true to Christ is His soon return.



2.  Paul doesn’t state Timothy would live till He returns, but regards it as a possibility.

ILLUS.:  There is NO Post-Tribulation Rapture in Paul’s epistles.  His eschatology included the imminent return of Christ.


B.  Sovereignty:  vv.15,16

NOTE:  Paul spontaneously bursts forth with a paean of praise to the believer’s Example at this point.



1.  Unquestioned revelation:  the Father will display His Son at His return. V.15a



2.  Unchallenged rulership:  v.15b




a.  “Blessed (happy!) Potentate” (potent = power).




b.  King of kings and Lord of lords.



3.  Uncreated immortality:  v.16a




a.  Not just unending life, but absolute deathlessness.

NOTE:  The believer has eternal life as a drink from a fountain.  God IS the Fountain!




b.  Not subject to decay or death - enduring.



4.  Unapproachable  majesty:  v.16b




a.  His light is like the sun:  we see by it but cannot look into it.




b.  His light both conceals Him and reveals Him.


5.  Undisputed honor and power:




1.  This doxology and description adds solemnity and emphasis to Paul’s charge.




2.  Our fidelity must be maintained in the light of the nature of the God we are called to serve.

CONCL.:  Paul has provided the needed incentive for Timothy and all believers to become “FIGHTING CHRISTIANS!”  Are you in the battle or are you a casualty?!

TWO TERRIBLE TRAPS

TEXT:  1 Timothy 6:17-21

THESIS:  To issue a warning against the traps of money and education.

INTRO.:   A.  Two of the most overrated objects of man’s time and attention are money and education.  I call them the “TWO TERRIBLE TRAPS” and Paul closes his first letter to the young preacher Timothy by warning him about these two dangers to his ministry and to those to whom he was ministering.




  B.  Money can buy a house but not a home.  It can purchase power but not respect.  It can cause fear but never create love.  Education can impart information but not common sense.  It can expose you to facts but cannot impart skill or ability nor impart eternal life.  So Paul warns about these “TWO TERRIBLE TRAPS” which ensnare so many, saved and unsaved alike…

I.  WARNINGS TO THE RICH:  


A.  Riches and Their Enjoyment:  v.17



1.  Earlier Paul warned those who desired to be rich, now he warns those already rich.

NOTE:  Lest you should see yourself exempt from this warning, by biblical standards, we are all rich!



2.  The first danger in being rich is snobbishness and self-centeredness.  “highminded…”

ILLUS.:  Two dogs meet, a French poodle and a German police dog.  The French poodle says “My name is Fifi – F-I-F-I.”  The police dog, not to be outdone, says  “My name is Fido – P-H-Y-D-E-A-U-X.”



3.  The second danger in being rich is trusting money instead of trusting God.  “uncertain riches…”

NOTE:  To summarize the Bible’s teaching about wealth – money is a burden.  There is the burden of working to get it, the burden of trying to keep it, the burden of the fear of losing it, the burden of maintaining what it can buy (the more you own, the more time, effort and energy you must expend to maintain it), the burden of properly using it, the burden of the guilt of abusing it, and the sorrow of finally leaving it.



4.  Real power comes not from “uncertain riches” but from the “Living God” Who gives it.

ILLUS.:  The “Golden Rule of the Rich” says “He who has the gold makes the rules.”

               King Ludwig II of Germany built fabulous castles in Germany, each of them worth ½ billion dollars or more with all the landscaping, artwork and detail he could dream of.  But he died a spiritual pauper because only the “living God” can give spiritual life or meaning to physical life.



5.  We are told not to love money or the things of the world but to enjoy whatever God provides.

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20   Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy  the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.   19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.   20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy  of his heart.

Ecclesiastes 6:1-2   There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:   2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.




a.  Only the believer really can enjoy God’s creation or gifts.




b.  He is the Source of joy and enables us to enjoy all things.


B.  Riches and Their Employment:  vv.18,19



1.  If your estate is plentiful, your good works must be bountiful.  V.18a



2.  We are to be “ready” and “willing” to communicate or share what God has blessed us with.  V.18b



3.  To lay out to others is to lay up for one’s self.



4.  The passage deals with stewardship of whatever God entrusts us with and accountability at the Judgment

              Seat of Christ.

NOTE:  The phrase “lay hold on eternal life” is carried over from v.12 and deals with the culmination of our salvation, not its origin.

II.  WARNINGS TO THE EDUCATED:  

NOTE:  Every version, translation and paraphrase destroys this verse and removes the word “science” (the 21st century god!) and replaces it with “knowledge.”   But who doesn’t know the dictionary definition of “science” is “knowledge?!”  The King James translators did and providentially used “science” here correctly.  Science is enamored with education and knowledge but true science and knowledge begin with the fear of God!


A.  Avoid Profane and Vain Babblings:  v.20



1.  “Profane” because they leave God out.



2.  “Vain” because they are empty speculations.



3.  “Babblings” because that is what all speculation is without its roots in absolute truth.

ILLUS.:  Evolution:  “Ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny.”  (The individual repeats the history of the species in its development.)  “Embryonic recapitulation” (The human embryo repeats the evolutionary history of the race from amoeba to man).  “Babblings!”

                  Here is the educated man’s “Three Blind Mice”:  “A trio of sightless rodents (2X), perceive how they proceed to scamper about (2X), they excitedly pursue the agriculturalists spouse, who deliberately severed their extremities with a carving utensil.  Did you ever perceive such an unusual occurrence as a trio of sightless rodents?  !!!!!!   Babblings!!!   (Ruckman)

B.  Avoid Oppositions of “Science”:  vv. 20b,21



1.  Timothy is to preserve the purity of the Gospel.  V.20a



2.  He is to avoid the platitudes of the godless.  V.20b



3.  He is to beware the pernicious doctrines of the scientists.




a.  Watch out for those who rob the truth of its simplicity.




b.  Reject the fellowship of the “intellectuals” who pretend to know more than God said or revealed.



4.  He is to steer clear of the terrible traps which have ensnared so many simple saints.

CONCL.:  His parting shot is “…grace be with thee.  Amen.”  God’s grace will do what neither money nor education can!  Trust Him and receive His free offer of grace and avoid “THE TWO TERRIBLE TRAPS” of money and education.
PAGE  
46

