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“ACTIVE FAITH FOR STRESSFUL TIMES”

TEXT:  1 Sam. 1:1-2:10

INTRO:  A.  The opening events of 1 Samuel were set against the backdrop of Israel’s “dark ages” – the period of the Judges, when “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”  (Jud. 21:25b)  Nationally it was a time very much like today in America.  When a nation does what is right in its own eyes without regard for what is right in God’s eyes, immorality and instability scar that society. 

ILLUS:  The Bible is always relevant.  At the present our own President is under the threat of impeachment.  America, according to the polls, doesn’t seem to care that he lied under oath, obstructed justice, encouraged witnesses to lie, and for aides to cover up for him, let alone that he sexually harassed a subordinate.  As long as things are apparently going well at home, it doesn’t seem to disturb too many citizens as to how their leaders conduct themselves.

Israel was supposed to be a theocracy – a nation ruled directly by God, but it had degen-erated into anarchy and godly individuals were scarce. Against this dark background Hannah’s life shines as a testimony to God’s faithfulness and reveals the triumph of personal faith and dedication.  (Regardless of the drift of the nation or others around us, we can and must do right.)

ILLUS:  Not only did Hannah face the corruption in the society around her, but she also had heavy stress in her personal life at home…

I. HANNAH’S DISTRESS:  1:1-7

TRANS: We know Hannah as a women of great faith, but that faith arose from the darkness of adversity.  Life wasn’t easy for her…but she trusted the Lord…

A. A Stressful Marital Relationship:   v.1,2a 

1. Her husband, Elkanah, had another wife!

2. Hannah had to share her husband with another woman!

3. This is hardly a stable marital situation and was surely not God’s will!

ILLUS:  No-one (hopefully!) here has to deal with this situation, but many can identify with Hannah’s struggle maintaining right relationships with difficult family members and/or coworkers.

B. A Stressful Personal Situation:  v.2b-7

1. Not only was her husband married to another woman, but that woman has given him several children, whereas Hannah was childless

2. Childbearing was considered a great honor and barrenness a tragedy.

ILLUS:  While infertility may not carry the same social stigma today, women nonetheless struggle with the inability to have children.  (15% of American women face infertility.  One danger is that a Christian woman may become angry with God for not answering her prayers, or become angry with a husband who cannot have a child.)   Children were seen in Bible times as gifts from God, a way to perpetuate the family name and pass on the inheritance, plus every godly Jewish woman hoped to bear the Messiah.

3. Though her husband loved her and gave her gifts, it must have hurt Hannah to see Peninnah’s children clustered around dad.  v.4,5

4. Besides Peninnah ridiculed and taunted Hannah, even when they went to Shiloh to worship at the Tabernacle.  v.6  (Feast of Tabernacles was a celebration of the fruitful harvest, adding to her stress.)

5. As a result Hannah wept and lost her appetite.  v.7

II. HANNAH’S DELIVERANCE:  1:8-18

A. Hannah’s Prayer:  v.8-17

1. Hannah needed to learn to put stress in its place.

ILLUS:  There is nothing wrong with praying for something, with the right motives, but we also need to learn to avoid becoming stressed out over something God has not seen fit to give to us.  We also need to be satisfied with God’s will, even if it isn’t our will, at the moment (though it should be, i.e., we need to bring our will into conformity with His will.  If God doesn’t seem to give us what we want, perhaps he has something else in mind for us.  Maybe there are other areas of service and ministry He has for us.

2. Hannah’s answer to stress was prayer.

ILLUS:  Eli the priest saw Hannah praying and thought she was drunk!  During these lawless days, even the women would get drunk, esp. the idolatrous “daughters of Belial.”  (v.16)

Ques.  Is it possible to be godly but unhappy at times?  How can prayer alleviate stress and distress and restore happiness?

VISUAL:  Stress will either push the believer away from God or will push the believer toward God.  Are you under stress or do you put stress under you?

B. Hannah’s Peace:  v.18

1. Eli gave Hannah the assurance of answered prayer.

2. Hannah got her appetite back and turned her frown upside down.

ILLUS:  We need to learn to bring our daily stress and concerns to the Lord and not try to simply deal with them without His power and guidance.

III. HANNAH’S DEDICATION:  1:19-2:10

A. Conception:  v.19,20

1. Soon it became obvious that Hannah was going to have a child.

2. She had dedicated her baby, by faith, to the Lord in her prayer. v.11

ILLUS:  It is easy to give to God what you don’t have.  The issue here is will Hannah give to God what God gives to her…especially that which she waited so long to have, and would no doubt become the joy of her life?

 
She names the baby Samuel, meaning “asked of God,”  i.e., she remembered that her child was a gift from the Lord.  v.20

B. Commitment:  v.21-28

1. Hannah wanted to spend as much time withher “gift” as possible.  v.21-22

2. After the baby was weaned, probably about 2 years, Hannah kept her commitment and brought Samuel to Eli.

ILLUS:  Ladies, think of how you would feel if this was your only son! Would you be able to do what Hannah did? How about if God calls your child NOW to serve Him, would you be willing to give him or her up?  Whom do you love more – your child or the Lord?  (Note the details of her commitment in v.25-28) What do you think is implied in the word “lent” in v.28?

VISUAL:  That which we “give” or to the Lord is in reality an investment which will bring eternal dividends.

C. Composition:  2:1-10

1. Attitude is a great attitude!

2. Hannah didn’t forget God’s favor to her, she composed a song of praise to the Lord for His character and mighty works.

CONCL:  God had a woman of faith and integrity, He received a man of God, and Israel got a great spiritual leader who would be both priest and prophet.

      Lesson:  life’s adversities, met by faith, can be opportunities for God to perform His perfect will in our lives.  


Think of it.  God devotes 2 chapters of His Word to this one obscure woman in Israel, in one of the darkest periods of earth’s history.  He is concerned about each of His children including YOU!

 “WHEN GOD CLEANS HOUSE”

TEXT:  1 Samuel 2,3

INTRO:  A.  The subject is A Heart for Service.  Hannah had such a heart.  Eli was the priest in the days of Hannah and he too had A Heart for Service.  But his  sons did not.  They will be the subject of this study.  Because they lacked this quality, we will see it becomes a time “WHEN GOD CLEANS HOUSE” – His House!

Everything is determined by the heart. 1 Cor. 13 shows that even sacrificial service is empty without love.  Jesus rebuked the doctrinally correct and active church at Ephesus because while serving, she had left her first love. Eli’s sons didn’t love God, they loved themselves.  It is shocking to see that these priests were “sons of Belial” or idol worshippers. v.12 They were professing to be one thing in their public life (garments, activity, etc.) but in reality were something else in their private life.  (Their private life later became public.)  They corrupted their priesthood, defrauded the people of Israel and angered God. God was ready to clean house and sweep out Eli’s sons and set up a new priest…

I. GOD CONDEMNS ELI’S SONS:


A.  Their Evil Deeds Disclosed: 2:12-25

1. They broke the first two commandments!  v.112

Ex. 20:3-5
3
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

5
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

2. They were unsaved priests!  v.12

3. They profaned the priesthood!  v.13-17

4. They were immoral!  v.22

5. They refused the counsel and rebuke of their father.  v.23-25

ILLUS:  Here is both juvenile and parental delinquency illustrated.  Obviously Eli failed his sons in training them because he was too busy “serving the Lord” or turned over his resp. to his wife, or….?  For whatever reason his sons, now grown, had no respect for their father and were idolatrous and immoral as well as rebellious and hypocritical.

B. Their Eventual Destruction Determined:  v.26-36

1. God sends an unidentified prophet to Eli with a stern and solemn message.  v.26-29

a. Because Eli’s sons had disgraced the priesthood and because Eli had shown a higher regard for his sons than for His God, He would strip them of the honor of service.  v.30

b. The strength of Eli’s house would be destroyed.  v.31

c. A rival would replace Eli’s family in the priesthood.  v.32

d. Eli’s posterity would suffer early deaths.  v.33

e. Eli’s sons would die that day!  v.34

f. God would raise up a faithful priest in Eli’s place.  v.35

ILLUS:  It is important that God’s man not be so overburdened that he neglect his family.   Service to the Lord begins at home withhis family and personal life. There needs to be a consistency in leadership evident to the congregation. The pastor must have personal discipline and must discipline his family biblically.  How do a deacon’s spiritual, moral and ethical responsibilities  compare to those of the pastor?  How about the members?  Why does God set a higher standard for those involved in service to Him?

I. GOD CALLS SAMUEL:

ILLUS:  God’s housecleaning program was underway at the Tabernacle.  The filthy priests were being discarded, and God’s house was ready for a new priest.  Back in ch.2 God inserted a parenthesis in v.18-21, to show He is never caught by surprise.  

A. The Circumstances Of The Call:  v.1-18a

ILLUS:  These days were indeed the “Dark Ages of Israel” – the time of the Judges.  God was not openly speaking.  The word precious means “more valuable” in the sense of being rare.  There was no direct revelation being given

1. Hannah had kept her commitment to the Lord re: her son, who was now about 12 years old.

2. God breaks His self-imposed silence and calls the young boy.  v.4-10

3. God reveals that He would judge Eli and his house thoroughly and irreversably.  v.11-14

4. Samuel reluctantly told Eli of God’s message.  v.15-18a

B. The Confirmation Of The Call:  v.18b-21

1. Eli didn’t question God’s message to the young boy.  v.18b

2. When Samuel spoke others listened because they realized God had called him. v.19

ILLUS:  It is God alone Who raises up prophets/preachers and who causes their message to be listened to.  He alone energizes their preaching and teaching – or it is useless.

3. God’s servant was recognized by the people.  v.20

4. God continued to speak to His servant.  v.21

CONCL:  What a contrast between the sons of the priest, Eli and the son of Hannah, Samuel!  Will God be able to use your children?  Much depends upon you and your walk with the Lord and willingness to discipline and disciple your children according to God’s Word.

“POWER OUTAGE”

TEXT:  1 Sam. 4:1-7:14

INTRO:  A.  Nobody but a bat appreciates a power outage.  For some people, the worst time for an outage is during a Monday Night Football game in the 4th quarter when the game is tied!  

But anytime is a disaster for a child of God.  Israel had a “POWER OUTAGE” which plunged the nation into spiritual darkness for more than 20 years!  God had removed His power from them.

NOTE:  The question we want to address tonite is DO YOU HAVE A POWER OUTAGE?

And, also, what are the effects to others if you do?

I. POWER LOST:  (1 Sam. 4)

ILLUS:  Samuel was a man of God, but he was just one man.  God communicated His message thru this man, but Samuel couldn’t be everywhere at once tending to everyone’s spiritual needs.  Besides every man was accountable to God for his own attitudes and actions.  No one could excuse his sin by saying Samuel wasn’t avail for them (just as no Christian today can excuse his neglect of spirituality by saying the Pastor doesn’t visit him enough, or personally meet with him enough, etc.

A. The Underlying Causes:  v.1-10

1. No one sought God’s man for counsel before this first battle and 4000 men died.  v.2

2. They assumed that their lack of spiritual strength was because the Ark of the Cove-nant was not in their camp.  v.3 

a. The Ark was a symbol of God’s presence among His people, but it was not God Himself.    “IT may save us…”

b. The Ark was also not just some good luck charm God had given them.

c. The sinful sons of Samuel, Hophni and Phineas accompanied the Ark.  v.4

d. The Ark seemed to bring encouragement and joy.  v.5

ILLUS:  Here is a graphic picture of the believer today who believes that if he or she attends church regularly or has daily devotions, etc. God is bound to honor him or her.  Or it may portray the materialistic believer that because he or she has many possessions, all is well between them and the Lord.  (With y2k on the way those who put their trust in possessions may be suddenly awakened to reality!)

3. It wasn’t the Ark which safely guided Israel thru the wilderness, but the God of the Ark!

4. It wasn’t the Ark which performed the miracles of manna and water from the rock, it was God, using His man.

a. At first Israel’s enemies shared in their superstition, especially when they heard the joy in the camp.  v.6

b. At first they were terrified, but then they took heart and braced for the fight.  v.7-9

c. Their courage wasn’t unfounded; they slaughtered 30,000 Israelite soldiers and sent the rest scurrying for their lives.  v.10

WHAT WENT WRONG?  

  1.  Lack of prayer.      

  2.  Failure to consult God and His man.    

  3.  Self-confidence.

  4.  Disregard for right and wrong (trusting Hophni and Phineas).   

  5.  Removing the Ark from the Tabernacle without God’s instructions to do so.   

  6.  Misplaced faith.

        These should serve as warnings to us today, that we too can experience a “POWER OUTAGE” if we are not careful.

B. The Ultimate Consequence:  v.11-22

1. Israel not only lost their power and their people they even lost the Ark! (the very thing they were trusting in)  v.11a

2. Hophni and Phineas also died in the battle!  v.11b

3. God’s judgment, as predicted in 3:11-14 was falling.

NOTE:  God’s Word is sure regardless of appearances!

4. When the tragic news reached God’s man, Samuel fell from his seat and ended up with a broken neck along with his already broken heart.v.13-18

ILLUS:  We can only wonder how differently things might have turned out if God’s man had been the father he should have been, the consistently faithful priest and the diligent guardian of the house of God, God wanted him to be.

5. When the bad news came to Phineas’ pregnant wife, she had a premature delivery and she named her baby “Ichabod” (“the glory of the Lord is departed”).  v.19-22

II.  POWER RESTORED:  (5:1-7:14)
A. After God’s Judgment:  5:1-7:2

1. The Philistines god, Dagon, is judged.  v.1-4

2. The Philistines are plagued with  “emerods” (old Eng. spelling for hemmoroids) in their “secret parts (v.9).  v.5,6

3. The Philistines don’t repent, they send the Ark away to Ekron.  v.7-10

4. God then judges the Ekronites also with death and emerods persuading  them to appeal to the Philistines to send the Ark back to Israel.  v.11,12

5. They suggest sending the Ark back to Israel with a trespass offering of 5 golden emerods and 5 golden mice (possibly because they associated the disease with mice – causing some to believe that this was the bubonic plague), corresponding to the number of major Philistine cities.  (6:1-6)

6. The Philistines took their advice and loaded the Ark on a 2 wheel cart drawn by 2 cows with young calves, superstitiously reasoning that the cows separated from their calves returned to them, God had not sent the plague, but if not then He had.  v.7-11

a. Contrary to motherly instinct the cows went straight to Beth-shemesh. v.12-14

b. The Levites then offered the cows as an offering and broke up the cart.  v.  15-18

c. But the men of the town looked into the Ark and God slew 50,070 of them because of their presumption.  v.19

d. Finally the Ark is returned to Kirjath-jearim, where it stood for 20 years. v.20-7:2

B. After Israel Repented:

1. Samuel calls for national repentance and a return to God.

a. That meant putting away false gods (Baal and his consort Ashtaroth).

b. Samuel promises God would then deliver Israel from Philistine domination (7:3), in other words their power would be restored.

c. The people responded positively and Samuel offered a sacrifice for the people and prayed for them. v.4-9

d. While this was going on the Philistines were poised for a strike against Israel, but God intervened supernaturally and the Philistines suffered heavy casualties.  v.10  POWER RESTORED!

CONCL:  It is wonderful to have God on your side.  How many times must He intervene on our behalf without our knowledge – when we walk with Him?  How many times does He simply allow us to go our willful way and does nothing to help us when we are without Him or His power?  Beware POWER OUTAGES! 

“YOU MIGHT BE SORRY IF YOU GET YOUR OWN WAY”
TEXT:  1 Sam. 7:15-9:27

INTRO:  A.  Often children demand what they want, not knowing the consequences. They prefer candy to real food and don’t realize that they need something nourishing. It is easy for young couples to want to have the things they see others have (a new home, car, state-of-the-art entertainment units, etc., then not be able to afford the basics or the best (a Christian educa-tion for their children, giving to the church or missions, etc.). It is easy to fall into the trap of buying into the so-called “good life” at the cost of our spiritual life.  Church members become dissatisfied withtheir traditional church services and ask “Why can’t we do what they do at Vanity Fair Church?”

ILLUS:  A preacher friend called yesterday to inform me that our church’s name and my name were listed in the BBF directory of churches.  He had just been to the annual convention and was appalled at what he saw and heard.  No more hymn books…only choruses, the pastors called by their first names, any Bible version you choose, standards eliminated in the name of “Christian liberty,” entertainment replaced preaching, a dramatic change in music, etc.

Israel fell into a similar trap.  Instead of focusing on the benefits of knowing and serving their Almighty King, they focused on their heathen neighbors’ situations.  Each of those nations had a King, a human leader.

I.  THE DEMAND FOR A KING:  (7:15-8:10)
A. The Reasons:  (7:15-8:6)

1. There was a unanimous decision by the elders to have a King.  v.4

2. They told Samuel he was too old to lead and his sons were unfit.  v.5

ILLUS:  It was true that the sons of Samuel were greedy, money-hungry and crooked.  (v.3)  They didn’t have the godly character of their father.  The elders solution was to change the structure of the Govt., making them like the surrounding nations.

If a nation, or a church, begins to fail, they don’t need a organizational change they need a change of heart.  The problem is always spiritual!

3. Samuel was crushed that though he had been a true man of God and had worked hard for Israel that they wanted to turn him out to pasture.

4. It wasn’t easy for Samuel to hear that he was no longer needed or wanted, but he did the right thing…he prayed!  v.6  (It’s always better to pray than pout!)

B. God’s Response:  (8:7-10)

1. The Lord consoles Samuel and assures him that they weren’t simply rejecting him, but the Lord.  v.7,8

ILLUS:  Up to this time Israel had been under a Theocracy…God was their King. The nation had promised under Moses to obey the Lord in everything and had failed miserably.  Now they wanted to replace the rule of the eternal King with the rule of an earthly King.  

II.  THE DEMANDS OF A KING:  (8:11-22)
A. The Price Explained:  v.11-18

1. Israel would learn the hard way the cost of their decision for a monarchial form of Government

a. Their young men would be drafted as infantrymen, cavalry, support forces (providing food, weapons and building war machines).  v.11,12

b. Their young women would lose their independence also, working in the palace, making perfumes, spices, cooking meals and baking.  v.13

c. Home owners and farmers would pay a high price also: the King would seize the best farms, vineyards and orchards, impose heavy taxes and make them servants.  v.14-17

2. Finally they would cry out for relief from such oppressive rule, but He would turn a deaf ear.  v.18

ILLUS:  I wonder how often we become sorry we got our own way, and end up complaining to the Lord for something we asked for!?  We wanted that home and now the payments are killing us.  We wanted that car and the repairs are eating us up.  We wanted that TV, VCR, computer, etc. and realize the toll it takes on our time and the damage it is doing to our spiritual life.  

B. The Advise Ignored:  v.19-22

1. People bent on having their own way refuse good counsel…even when it comes from the Lord (His Word).

2. People prefer to make their own mistakes instead of learning to accept wise counsel even if they see the harm done to others!  v.19

3. They thought it would be glorious or glamorous to go into battle led by their own earthly King.  v.20-22

4. They were about to get the “desires of their heart” and experience “leanness to their soul;” they would get their own way and be sorry in the end!

III. THE DILIGENCE OF THE KING:  1 Sam. 9
ILLUS:  Enter Saul!  Neither God nor God’s man, nor even Saul himself had a clue that God was about to crown this handsome young man King over Israel!  v.1,2  How often in our own lives is God working without our knowledge?!  He is never caught off guard or surprised.  God doesn’t need an “undo” button on His computer, because He never makes mistakes.  He does however have a back-up system, so that if man messes up His original plan, He will go to the back-up plan – even if it isn’t what He originally intended and even if it isn’t in man’s best interest.

             Saul had several good qualities.  He was tall, handsome, young, willing to be a servant to his father when he lost some livestock and was even concerned about his father’s anxiety over his absence.  v. 3-5


A.  Searching For Lost Donkeys:  v.1-10

1. Saul was humble enough to accept his servants counsel concerning the man of God (Samuel) for direction.  v.6

ILLUS:  Christians may have many good qualities and be admired by others, but they may be secretly rebellious toward the Lord and refuse to accept godly counsel from others.  They may have humility in their personality, but have pride in their hearts!

B.  Searching For the Lord’s Prophet:  v.11-17

1. They seek out Samuel thru the advice of a young girl who informs them that Samuel would that day be offering a sacrifice.  v.11-13

2. When Saul and Samuel meet God speaks to Samuel and identifies Saul as the King of Israel.  v.15-17

C. Searching For The Lord’s Will:  v.18-27

1. Another good quality of Saul’s at this stage in his life was his humility in the presence of the man of God and what he had revealed to him.  v.21

2. Saul is honored by Samuel in a special banquet where he is the honored guest. v.22,23

3. Saul is then given counsel and anointed the King!  v.25-27 and 10:1

ILLUS:  Israel got what they wanted, but God didn’t get what He wanted!  Is that the way it is in our lives sometimes?!  Israel got the desire of their heart, a King, but God didn’t get the King’s heart.  Saul served his earthly father with humility, but would not serve his heavenly father with humility.   Israel will be sorry they got their own way!

CONCL:  You had better consider carefully and prayerfully any decision you make and be

certain that it is what the Lord wants and not just what you want.  God may give you what you want, but you need to know the long-range implications of any decision that is not in harmony withGod’s will for you, or “YOU MIGHT BE SORRY IF YOU GET YOUR OWN WAY!”
 “GOD SAVE THE KING!”
TEXT:  1 Sam. 10-12

INTRO:  A.  Saul was about to become Israel’s first King.  Of course they were formerly under God’s direct direction and had no real need of a King.  Saul was about to learn that God’s appointment or calling is His enablement.  (If you are unable to do what you believe God has called you to do, then a reevaluation is in order.




Saul had met the man-of-God, Samuel and he had told him that he would reveal to Saul God’s Word to him.  9:27  At this point in his life, Saul seemed to have a genuine interest in God’s Word and will for his life, though he had no idea what that would be.  

ILLUS:  Today God continues to use His man to reveal things to His people.  No one today receives direct revelation, but we do have a revelation…called the Bible, and it is often the man of God preaching or teaching God’s Word which God uses to speak to people’s hearts.

I.   GOD CHOOSES A KING:  1 Sam. 10
A. Saul’s Private Anointing:  v.1-16

1. Samuel pours oil on Saul’s head, a symbol of God’s call and enablement, the Holy Spirit.  v.1

2. Samuel gives Saul 3 signs to confirm his anointing.

a. Saul would meet 2 men who would tell him that the lost donkeys were found and that his father was worried about him.  v.2

b. Saul would meet 3 men on their way to Bethel with designated items. v.3

c. Saul would meet a group of prophets and Saul would prophesy with them, thus con-firming God’s call to Saul.   v.5-7

d. Saul would then have to wait 7 days till Samuel arrived to offer sacrifice.  v.8

ILLUS:  Often those who are to be used of God must wait (God is never in a hurry!). Examples:  Joseph, Moses, David, John the Baptist, etc.

e. It may be at this time that Saul is saved or at the least receives God’s enablement for service;  God gives him “another heart” and he is able to prophesy.  v.9,10

ILLUS:  As is often the case, the man whom God calls does not receive a warm reception.  People tend to think that people they know are too “ordinary” to be a real God-called servant.  Or sometimes they just know the person well and only see him/her in light of their past.  But God uses the foolish, weak, lowly, despised and the nothings of this world to confound the “wise.”  This leaves no opportunity for human boasting.  v.11  Someone rose to Saul’s defense and reminded them that the prophets’ parents hadn’t made their sons prophets.  v.12  Only God can make a true man of God.

3. After Saul’s unique experience, he goes to worship and praise the Lord.  v.13

4. Then he meets his uncle and tells him about the missing donkeys, but doesn’t mention the fact that he would be Israel’s first king.  v.14-16

B. Saul’s Public Appointment:  v.17-27

1. Samuel calls for a national assembly to Mizpeh, a place of revival, to announce Saul’s Kingship.  v.17

2. In a brief history lesson, he also rebukes the people for rejecting God in favor of a human king.  v.18,19

3. He also ceremoniously has each tribe pass before him and finally selects the tribe of Benjamin, and then narrows down the search for the King to the family of Matri and Kish was selected, but Saul was missing.  v.20-22

4. Saul was hiding among the baggage of the tribes and God revealed his hiding place and Saul stepped into the midst standing impressively “head and shoulders” above all others.  v.23

5. The gathered assembly begin to shout “GOD SAVE THE KING!”  v.24

6. Samuel then gives written instructions about he new monarchy.  v.25

7. God touched the hearts of some godly men to follow and support the new King (v.26), but the idolaters among the Israelites despised Saul and Saul ignored their obvious slur in not giving the new King gifts.  v.27

ILLUS:  Realize that even when God is directing you (and maybe even especially then), some people will not accept the fact and will oppose you.

II.   GOD CONFIRMS THE KING:  1 Sam. 11,12
A. Through Saul’s Victory:  11:1-15

1. Suddenly the wicked Ammonites show up to challenge and threaten Israel. v.1,2

ILLUS:  Rest assured that anytime you attempt to do anything for the Lord, the devil and his cohorts, and your flesh will soon rise up in opposition.

2. God is always more than up to the challenge and fills Saul with His Spirit.  v.6

ILLUS:  I find it interesting that when the Spirit of God comes upon Saul that his response is anger!  (The attack upon God, his people or his man is sufficient justification for anger.  The lily-livered, weak-spined, namby-pamby, wishy-washy believers today ought to learn to get angry or “righteously indignant” over threats to our Savior or His Church!)  

3. The enemy shows up just in time to vindicate Saul’s kingship!  

4. Saul proves that he is more than up to the task and reveals some military prowess and defeats the enemy.  v.11

5. Saul shows mercy to his detractors after the great victory.  v.12,13

6. Now Saul can be publicly declared the King of Israel.  v.14,15

B. Through Samuel’s Verification:  12:1-25

1. Samuel first verifies his trustworthiness to declare Saul’s kingship.  v.1-3

2. Samuel gives them an overview of their history and God’s faithfulness.  v.4-12

3. Samuel gives them a threat and a promise, based on their behavior.  v.13-15

4. Samuel tells them that God would verify Saul’s position over them by sending thunder and rain at harvestime (unusual).  v.16,17

5. Samuel then calls upon His God to authenticate both his and Saul’s ministries, and God immediately does so.  v.18

6. Samuel the aged priest then assures Israel that, in spite of the hardness of their heart, he would pray for them.  v.19-25

ILLUS:  When we make stupid decisions and fail to be obedient to the Lord and even sin willfully against Him, He nevertheless is merciful and extends grace to us in giving us another chance!  

CONCL:  The theme of this series is “A HEART FOR SERVICE!”  Note the Holy Spirit’s admonition to His people in v.20 and v. 24.  Blessing for service is a conditional promise!  Do you have “A HEART FOR SERVICE?!”  At this point in his life Saul did, but as you know he later lost it and blessings upon him and Israel ceased.

“1,2,3, STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 13-15

INTRO:  A.  Many Christians have a great start, but a poor finish.  It might be better to start slower and finish stronger!  The Christian life is not a 100 yd. dash; it is more like a cross country race.  (The 100 yard dash runners usually get a bigger audience, but the cross country racers are my favorite.)

But to change the sports metaphor, we will go to baseball.  Like a batter at home plate, Saul had an opportunity to be a hero.  He could get a base hit, hit a home run or strike out.  In his case, he strikes out!  Saul, who started out so strong, ends his career in humiliation.

I.   STRIKE ONE: IMPATIENCE
A. Saul’s “Reasons”  (13:1-12)

1. Before becoming King, Saul wasn’t in a hurry to be crowned; (he hid among the baggage) but afterwards his patience decreased dramatically.

2. Saul and Jonathan, his son, experience a military victory at Geba and all Israel is encouraged.  v.1-4

3. But the Philistines rally in vast numbers within the view of the Israelites, and fear overcame the Jews, many of who went AWOL, hid and trembled.  v.5-7

4. Samuel told Saul to wait 7 days for him at Gilgal, where he would offer sacrifices.

5. Samuel doesn’t show up exactly on time and Saul’s patience runs out and he intrudes into the priestly office! v.8-10

6.   When Samuel shows up Saul offers 3 excuses for his actions:  v.11-12

ILLUS:  When we are faced withan “emergency” (troops going AWOL or in fear), we feel it necessary to “do something” instead of waiting on the Lord.

Sometimes we place a deadline on God (Samuel didn’t show up on time).  So we take matters into our own hands.


When we see our resources dwindling in comparison to the circumstances, we reason that WE must do something quickly.  (The Philistines forces far outnumbered Saul’s forces.)

B. Samuel’s Rebuke:  (13:13-23)

ILLUS:  As someone said “He who excuses himself accuses himself.”  Saul’s excuses, like ours will not hold water before the Lord.

1. Samuel rebukes Saul for his impatience and foolishness.  v.13

2. Saul was to conduct the affairs of his Kingdom under the direction of the Lord’s will as revealed thru Samuel.  

3. For his foolishness and impatience and disobedience he would have to forfeit his Kingdom to a “man after (God’s) heart.”  v.13b,14

a. There are always penalties connected withdisobedience and foolishness and if Saul thought that his offering at Gilgal would persuade the people to rally around him, he must have been jolted when he took a head count and discovered only 600 “with him.”  v.15

b. Besides this the Philistines arsenal grows and threatens Israel’s existence. v.16ff

c. The Israelites didn’t even have any blacksmiths to mfg. weapons.  v.19

ILLUS:  Every time the believer makes a move without the Lord, he suffers loss! v.22 reveals that only Saul and his son Jonathan have weapons.  Only one would use his weapon properly.

II.  STRIKE 2:  FOOLISHNESS  

A. Saul’s Unreasonable Demand:

1. Jonathan seeks the Lord as to what to do against insurmountable odds and he and his armorbearer go against the Philistine army!

2. God goes with them and they win a great victory.  v.1, 8-12

3. Jonathan kills about 20 troops and then God sends an earthquake and confusion within the Philistine ranks prevails.  v.14-16

4. Saul consults the High Priest without success, but the Israelites who had defected and those with Saul joined forces and God saves Israel.   v.18-23

5. But Saul was set to make a name for himself and to get the mopping-up exercise underway that he bans eating.  v.24

ILLUS:  Saul’s arrogance, cowardice and impatience failed to take into account that God is never in a hurry and this battle was not Saul’s but God’s!   His command demoralized the troops, but they obeyed the King and when they found honey in the woods, they didn’t touch it.  But Jonathan didn’t get the word and he ate some honey. v.25-27

a. Jonathan hears about his father’s command and criticizes it saying that the men needed food for strength and though they did prevail they were exhausted.  v.18-31

NOTE:  After the battle the people partake of meat with blood, which was strictly prohibited by God, perhaps out of ignorance (?).  Saul’s response is to build an altar and slay animals there as an atonement for the people’s sin.  This seems to be without God’s authorization and without God’s blessing.  v.37

b. The next foolish thing Saul does is to condemn his own son to death for eating honey.  v. 42-44

c. The people rescue Jonathan because of how God had used him.  v.45

ILLUS: Because of Saul’s impatience and foolishness, his 40 year reign was one of constant conflict.  v.52

III.   STRIKE 3:  DISOBEDIENCE
A. Saul’s Transgression:  15:1-15

1. Samuel orders Saul to kill all the Amalekites, sparing no-one.  v.1-3

a. God’s memory is perfect.  v.2

b. His justice is sure.  v.3

2. Saul quickly assembles his troops to complete God’s orders.  v.4-5

3. Saul shows mercy to those who were merciful to Israel.  v.6

4. Saul seems to do well – EXCEPT… he spares the King and some of the people and animals and whatever HE deemed valuable.   v.7-9

5. Saul’s blatant disregard for the Lord’s will and Samuel’s direct instructions, prompts the Lord to issue an indictment against him.  v.10-12

6. Saul piously greets Samuel withan assurance that he had carried out God’s will and Samuel’s directive.  v.13

7. Samuel asks the disturbing question about livestock sounds in the background.  v.14

ILLUS:  Saul’s partial obedience is like a Dr. who sterilizes some needles, instead of destroying all the germs.  The outcome will be disastrous to the next patient.  God hears the sin and hyp-crisy bleating in all our lives…the tragic bleating of partial consecration or incomplete obedience.

8. Saul assures Samuel that he was planning to sacrifice to the Lord what God had already condemned.  v.15

ILLUS:  I wonder how often we find something “good” in what God detests.  We need to “love not the world, neither the things that are in the world…” How we rationalize the enjoyment of what God despises.  “What could be so wrong with….?”

9. Samuel tells Saul that he will wait on the Lord for instructions.  v.16

10. Samuel reminds Saul that he was God’s chosen servant.  v.17-19

ILLUS:  Need we be reminded that God saved US,  chose US, and desires to use US?

Partial obedience is sinful for a servant.

The Lord wants us to slay ALL the things in our lives which are a danger to us or to future generations.  (He knew that the Amalekites were idolatrous enemies of Israel who, if not dealt with NOW would have to be dealt with later, with great loss to Israel.   (In fact we know that Saul himself is later killed by an Amalekite.  2 Sam. 1:1-16)   The moral of this story is that what you permit to remain of what the Lord wants you to deal with in your life, will have future consequences with you, your family, your church, etc.

11. Saul continues to rationalize his sin.  v.19-21

a. Saul tries to shift some of the blame to the people.

b. The people should have feared the King and obeyed him…

ILLUS:  Saul’s incomplete obedience led to religious deception, which led to lying, which led to disobedience.

B. Saul’s Tragedy:  v.22ff

1. Samuel’s classic response should bring conviction to all who read it!  v.22, 23

ILLUS:  Partial obedience is total disobedience!  Disobedience is rebellion and is just as wicked as witchcraft in God’s eyes.  

2. Saul offers repentance “too little, too late” and seeks pardon instead of offering com-plete obedience.   v.24,25

3. Samuel announces God’s judgment on Saul’s partial obedience.  v.26

ILLUS:  But it’s “1,2,3 STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!” and Saul has been rejected by God and would no longer be permitted to serve the Lord as King and would rue the day he failed to serve the Lord as ordered.   (We can’t lose our salvation, but we CAN lose our opportunity to serve!  Beware, believer!  You too may cross the line.)

4. Saul continues to plead with the man of God for forgiveness and blessing.  v.27

5. Samuel continues to condemn Saul’s sinful choice and disobedience and speaks of God’s character and His honor.  v.28,29

6. No amount of crying, pleading or confession of his sin will change God’s mind…it’s too late. it’s – “1,2,3 STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!” and you lose your turn at bat!   v.30a

7. Samuel does make on concession to Saul – he allows him to “worship” with him, i.e., to offer a sacrifice – a sin offering (?).  v.30b,31

8. Samuel has to finish the job that Saul was commanded to do. v.32,33

ILLUS:  I wonder how often the Lord is forced to use someone else to do what YOU and I were responsible for?  Each of us is unique and we each can do something for God that no one else is supposed to do  (nor can do as well as us, perhaps).  But we not only disobey, but we lose out on the blessings of service when we fail.



9.  Samuel shows that justice is being served here, not vengeance.  v.33

       10.  Samuel washes his hands of the man who struck out!  v.34,35

CONCL:  “Behold therefore, the goodness and severity of God…” Rom.11;22a  Is God grac-ious, good, loving kind, longsuffering…? Of course.  But He cannot tolerate deliberate and willful disobedience.  Is there some area where you are giving God only partial obedience?  Has He asked for more and you are denying Him His request? Beware!  Remember “THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT!”

The Lord IS pleased with sacrifice and offerings, but not in place of obedience.  Saul’s “bleating sheep” were impatience, foolishness, lying, hypocrisy, disobedience, pride, selfish-ness, rebellion and stubbornness.  THAT ARE YOURS?  An unforgiving spirit, envy, strife, pride, worldliness, wicked thoughts and desires, incomplete obedience? Bring that bleating sheep along and let it be utterly slain.  We must get all the bleating stopped before we can get all the blessing down! 

“BATTER UP!”  or
(THE NEW KING)
TEXT:  1 Samuel 16,17

INTRO:  A.  Saul had stuck out!  It was time for a new batter.  God, the Ultimate Umpire, calls “BATTER UP!”  It is time for “THE NEW KING.”  God is about to have Samuel the man-of-God anoint David as Saul’s replacement.  Saul has been thrown out of the game!

Our subject is NOT baseball, but “A HEART FOR SERVICE!”  Saul had forgotten that He had been chosen and anointed by Samuel to be the King of Israel, but he had struck out thru pride, disobedience and defiance.  This not only brings about God’s rejection of Saul as King, but creates distress in the nation, and depression in Saul.  God even takes His Holy Spirit from him and places the Holy Spirit and His power in David, “THE NEW KING.”

I.  GOD’S CHOICE:  ch. 16
A. Approved Of God:  v.1-13

1. Samuel was grieved that Saul had struck out and even though he himself had re-buked Saul for his disobedience and arrogance, it hurt him deeply that God

had rejected him and was about to replace him.

ILLUS:  Have you ever had high hopes for someone and “took them under your wing” and tried to disciple them, perhaps, or just befriend them, and they let you down?  When they stopped serving the Lord, you too were grieved.

2. God lets Samuel know that the time to move on was at hand and that he was no longer to mourn for Saul, nor second guess God’s decisions.  v.1a

3. God tells Samuel to fill his horn with oil and to strike out to Jesse’s home where he is to anoint another King in Saul’s place.  v.1b

a. Samuel is well aware of Saul’s temper and feared carrying out the assignment lest Saul kill him.  v.2a

b. But God tells him to take an animal with him and inform Jesse and his household that he had come to offer a sacrifice.  v.2b,3

c. The elders feared the man-of-God thinking that he may come for judgment for some sin they had committed.  v.4

d. Samuel tells them to “sanctify yourselves” and prepare for the sacrifice. 

v.5

e. Samuel starts the selection process by one-by-one eliminating the sons of Jesse as possible candidates for Kingship.  v.6-10

f. God’s method (unlike churches and pulpit committees) is not based upon a man’s countenance or physical stature or even age!  v.11-13

ILLUS:  God chooses the least likely of the sons to become King.  A simple young shepherd lad, named David.  



When it is time to replace me as the Senior Pastor of FBC, beware choosing someone on his looks, oratory, the amount of hair he has or even his age.  Rather, fast and pray and seek God’s approval of the man who will be your Pastor.

B. Approved Of Men:  16:14-23

1. The Spirit of God departs from Saul and God sends an “evil spirit” to trouble him. v.14-17

ILLUS:  It should not shock us that God would do this.  Saul had already demonstrated his rebellion.  God was simply confirming the direction Saul had chosen.  God did not make Saul rebel or disobey, but now it would be much easier.  The Holy Spirit indwells each of us today.  Are we cooperating or rebelling?  Have you ever seen men or women who once served God who are not indifferent to Him?  Who are in the world.   Who are depressed, despondent, distressed and without hope?  Could it be that God has sent an “evil spirit” to them?

2. But the focus here is on David, not Saul;  God will use Saul to establish David!

a. Already others had seen in David the qualities of leadership, even he had not demonstrated them overtly.  v.18

ILLUS:  Note the similarities between David and Jesus:

1. Both were “sons” of Jesse.  (Mt. 1:6,16)

2. Both were Bethlehemites.  (Mt. 1:2)

3. Both were God’s chosen ones.  (I Pet. 2:4)

4. Both were appointed to rule.  (Mt. 2:6)

5. Both were anointed for service.  (Acts 10:38)

6. Both were Spirit-filled (Mt. 3:16)

7. Both were approved of God.  (Acts 2:22)

8. Both were approved of men.  (Lk. 2:52)

b. David was now in a position to observe and learn what went on inside the palace.

c. David learned the qualities of leadership (both by positive and negative examples) provided by Saul and also learned loyalty to leadership.

II.  ISRAEL’S CHAMPION:  ch. 17 

A. Trusting In the Lord:  v.1-32

ILLUS:  What follows is the contrast between Saul’s sorry state of spirituality and leadership and David’s godly strength.  God is about to provide an opportunity to display the qualities God had already seen in David.

1. Israel’s nemesis, the Philistines launch a military assault and bring out their “heavy artillery” – named Goliath.  v.1-4

2. This man was a physical giant over 9 ft. tall (v.4), slinging insults against Israel (and indirectly at God).  v.8-10

3. Goliath wore a bronze helmet and a 125 lb. coat of armor that covered his (v.5,6), making him nearly invincible.  

4. He carried a spear with a 20 lb. spearhead and a soldier carried his shield. v.7

5. Saul and Israel’s army cowered in his presence.  v.11

6. Only David, the shepherd-made-King-by God, did not fear him.  v23,29,32

B.  Triumphing In The Lord:  v.33-58

1. What follows is one of the most amazing accounts of a man trusting in God alone and doing battle in His power alone.  

QUESTIONS:  Why did David reject Saul’s armor?  (He was inexperienced in its use.) What was David’s greatest weapon?  (His trust in the Lord.)  v.41-47 Why did he chose 5 stones?  (Perhaps to defeat Goliath’s relatives as well).  

(An interesting sidelight here is that in the new versions, Goliath is not killed by David, but by Elhanan!)

2 Sam.21:19
19
In another battle with the Philistines at Gob, Elhanan son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethleh-emite killed Goliath the Gittite, who had a spear with a shaft like a weaver's rod. (NIV)
1 Chronicles 20:5
5
And there was war again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a weaver's beam. 

2. The climax of this amazing story is found in v.49-54!

3. Israel was then able to rout the Philistine army.  v.52

4. David is summoned by Saul and he arrives carrying the head of Goliath.  v.57 (What a triumph!  What a humiliating contrast between cowardly Saul and trusting David!)

NOTE:  David was the new “batter” (King) and he hit a HOME RUN!

CONCL:  What giants do you face?  You have the same God as David!  Are you young and wonder if God can use you?  David was and God did!  Beware that just because you are serving God now and have His blessing that you don’t become arrogant.  Saul did and God removed him!  Learn these lessons well!  They will help you as you seek to be accepted by God and men and learn to trust and triumph in the Lord!

“A FRIEND FOR ALL SEASONS”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 18,19

INTRO:  A.  A young man was telling his girlfriend about his love for her.  “I would swim the deepest sea or climb the highest mountain for you, or even cross the burning desert…and  I’ll see you on Friday evening if it doesn’t rain.”  No doubt she was not impressed!  True friend-ship offers more than verbal assurances;  it meets challenges, withstands tests and gives assis-tance.  We have such a friendship in the story of Jonathan and David which reflects the qual-ities found in the Lord’s friendship for His own.

Teens and young adults need to cultivate strong and appropriate friendships which don’t take advantage of each other for personal gain.  (Jonathan had nothing to gain and much to lose in befriending David, when his father was out to kill him.)  Older adults need to make new friends as old friends move away or become too busy or leave the church.  Older adults who find their circle of friends diminishing due to age and death take their toll.  They also need to reach out to those who can’t get out to church or socialize any more.  “A friend loveth at all times.”  Prov. 17:17  

I.  JONATHAN BEFRIENDS DAVID:  18:1 – 19:7
A. A Treasured Friendship:  v.1-4

1.   Here friendship is described as soul-bonding.  v.1

2. Soul-bonding suggests a much deeper relationship than mutual interests.

ILLUS:  True friendship gets into personality, character, loyalty, faithfulness, assistance in adversity, willingness invest something to maintain the relationship.  (Marriage should be the perfect friendship and soul-bonding relationship.)

3. This friendship was established with a covenant or promise.

a. To ratify or seal this covenant, Jonathan gave David his outer robe, his military clothes, his sword, bow and belt.  v.3,4

b.   True friendship is characterized by giving (time, gifts, etc.). In 1 Sam.20:8 this covenant is described as “a covenant of the Lord” because the Lord witnessed the transaction;  this made it more binding.

B. A Tested Friendship:  v.5-19:7

1. God knew that very soon David would need a friend in the palace.

2. David was Saul’s armorbearer and musician and was promoted to a high military position.  v.5

3. David became extremely successful as God enabled him and he also became very popular as God established David in the hearts of the people.  v.6,7

a. David didn’t ask for the people’s praise or loyalty.

b. Saul was enraged and thought evil of David’s motives and began to be very suspicious and jealous of him.  v.8,9

ILLUS:  True friendship rejoices at the promotion or popularity of the one who is a friend.  We are all different and if one is more talented or successful or more blessed we ought to rejoice, not become jealous or bitter.

c. In the midst of prophesying (doing God’s work), God sends an evil spirit upon Saul and he tries to kill David twice.  v.10,11

ILLUS:  It is shocking that in the midst of doing something good, Saul does something so wicked!  It happens!!!!  A preacher preaches the Word and is at the same time engaged in some wickedness.  Remember God blesses the Word, not the man!

d. It is interesting that Saul fears David, instead of the other way around! v.12-16

e. What appears to be a promotion and an elevation of status is a ploy to get David killed.  v.17

f. Saul is a scoundrel, a schemer and a swindler and doesn’t keep his word (again – remember what was promised to anyone who killed Goliath?).
 v.18,19

g. Michal, Saul’s other daughter must have caught the wedding bouquet and she loved David and Saul makes another “deal” with David – again with ulterior motives.  v.20-26

h. David did above and beyond (double) what was expected of him. v.27-30

i. Jonathan stands up for David to his wicked father, reminding him of all David had done for the King (putting his own life on the line for David).  18:1-7

NOTE:  Saul is the kind of person you want to avoid becoming friends with.  Jonathan his son, seems not to have picked up on his father’s negative personality traits and becomes everything a true friend is supposed to be.  

John 15:13
13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

ILLUS:  Some notes on friendship:  

1. John 15:13 doesn’t say that we have to die to be a good friend, but that we lay down our lives for our friends.  It is losing our desires for our friends.  It is forgetting ourselves, our health and our happiness to invest our lives in others. 

2.  Friendship means we give ourselves without the one we befriend necessarily giving any-thing back.  Friendship can be a one-way or a two-way street.  Friendship is a decision we make.  Friendship is a gift given, not an exchange made.

3.  Friendship is unconditional.  Jesus called Judas His friend because He was about to lay down His life for him.  Judas was not Jesus’ friend.

4.  Friendship is not motivated by your needs, but by the needs of your friend. If you choose to be someone’s friend it won’t matter if they are meeting your needs, but rather that you are trying to meet their needs.

5.  Friendship is the bond that cements relationships: husband/wife, parents/children, friend/friend.


6.  Friendship is true love. 

Prov.18:24
024 A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

II.  THE LORD BEFRIENDS DAVID:  19:8-24
A. Protecting David From Saul’s Madness:  v.8-17

1. Saul’s jealousy and envy drove him mad and he again tries to kill David.  v.9,10

2. Again and again Saul attempts to take David’s life.  v.11-15

ILLUS:  It seems strange that Saul’s henchmen would be dissuaded from killing David and disobeying the King’s orders.  Was this God’s providential protection of David?  Saul is so enraged that he tells them to bring the “sick” David to him in his bed and he will kill him!  (They go to get David and find the trick Michal had played on Saul – a dummy in the bed.)  v.16,17

B. Protecting David From Saul’s Messengers:  v.18-24

1. David flees to Ramah where Samuel had a school of the prophets. v.18

2. Saul soon learns of David’s whereabouts and sends messengers after him. v.19,20a

a. Three times Saul sends out an assassination party to get David and each time the Spirit of God moves on them and they begin to prophesy! v.20b-

21

b. Saul finally decides to go after David himself and he too is overcome by the Holy Spirit and is humiliated by the Lord and ends up naked all night prophesying! v.22-24

CONCL:  It pays to have “A FRIEND FOR ALL SEASONS” and David had Jonathan helping him, Michal, Samuel and most of all the Lord.  David not only had “friends for all seasons” but he had a Friend in High Places watching over him.  

Ps. 37:23-25
23
  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 

24
  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 

25
I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

“THE REMEDY FOR FEAR IS FAITH (NOT FLIGHT)”
TEXT: 1 Samuel 20,21

INTRO:  A.  Whenever we fail to trust the Lord, fear moves in.  Most fears are foolish and all fears manifest a failure to trust the Lord concerning our situation.  People fear all kinds of things.  While some fears are healthy, i.e., we are protected by fearing things which cause us harm (fire, viscous animals, sin(!), etc.), most fears are illogical and foolish and demonstrate a lack of faith in God.  

ILLUS:  Acrophobia (fear of heights), agoraphobia (fear of open spaces), claustrophobia (fear of being closed in), hydrophobia (fear of water), mysophobia (fear of germs), triakaideka-phobia (fear of 13), felineophobia (fear of cats), woof-woofophobia (fear of dogs ();  David had Kingophobia or Saulophobia.  Instead of trusting the Lord, David fled;  instead of faith, David took flight!

It is amazing how few of the things we fear actually happen.  David died of old age, not by Saul’s javelin!  

I.   FLEEING FROM SAUL:  20
A. A Secret Plan:  v.1-17

1. When trouble came David sought out his trustworthy friend, Jonathan.

2. Jonathan and David devise a plan to determine if David’s fear of Saul was justified.  v.1-17

a. Jonathan is unconvinced that Saul wants to kill David.  v.1,2

b. David insists that it is so.  v.3

c. They devise a method to determine who is correct.  v.4-7

d. Their plan includes a lie.  v.6  (This is just the beginning of deceit and its fruits.)

e. Their plan must include a way to communicate.  v.5-13

f. Jonathan’s perception was wrong, but his perception of God’s plans for David was clear: God would judge David’s enemies and enthrone David. v.14-17

B. A Simple Proof:  v.18-39

1. The arrow test.  v.18-22

2. The banquet and David’s absence.  v.19-26

3. Saul explodes in anger over David’s absence on the 2nd day.  v.27-31

4. Saul is so angry he attempts to kill Jonathan!  v.32-33

5. Now Jonathan gets angry. v.34

ILLUS:  What is the difference between Saul’s anger and Jonathan’s anger?

              SAUL’S ANGER                                     JONATHAN’S ANGER
                     sinful                                                   righteous

               directed at people                                 directed at the situation





unjustified                                              justified

                     violent                                                 peaceful

6. Jonathan and David’s plan to communicate Saul’s intentions realized.  v.35-39

C. A Sad Parting:  v.40-42

1. A private farewell.  v.40

2. An emotional farewell.  v.41

3. A hopeful farewell.  v.42

II.  FLEEING TO A CITY OF PRIESTS:  21:1-9
A. David Does Right:  v.1

1. David travels south from Gibeah to Nob, just a mile north of Jerusalem.

2. Nob was a community of priests.

3. Apparently the Tabernacle had been moved to Nob from Shiloh after the Philistines raided Shiloh.

4. David went there apparently looking for spiritual counsel and comfort.

B. David Does Wrong:  v.1,2

1. The High Priest becomes fearful. v.1

2. There is no indication that David seeks Divine direction from the H.P. nor asks the Lord’s will via the Urim and Thummim.

3. Instead of telling the truth David lies!  v.2

a. At a time when David needed guidance and to be close to the Lord, he trans-gresses God’s law by lying.  

b. He relies on his wits and deception rather than trusting in the Lord.

c. This pattern of lying will later cause multiple loss of life in Nob.

C. David Deals:  v.3-9

1. David needs food and sees the H.P. withthe shewbread for the Tabernacle and asks for it.  v.3,4

2. David lies again.  v.5

3. The priest listens to David and gives him the shewbread.  v.6

QUES:  Did the H.P. do right or wrong in giving David the shewbread?  Does the Lord place a higher value on human life or religious ceremony.  cf. Mt. 12:1-8

             If a neighbor was seriously ill and asked for your help as you were leaving for a church service, what would you do?

a. David’s deception is overheard by Doeg the Edomite who was “detained before the Lord” (perhaps awaiting to be pronounced clean by the H.P., or was at Nob fulfil-ling a vow or offering a sacrifice).  v.7

b. Later when Saul storms Nob to gain revenge, Doeg does what Saul’s soldiers refused to do; he hacked to death 85 priests and as a show of loyalty carries his atrocity further by killing Nob’s men, women, children and animals!  (22:9-19)

4. Before David left the H.P. he requests a weapon of him and lies again (!), and the H.P. offers him Goliath’s sword.  v.8,9

III.  FLEEING TO A CITY OF THE PHILISTINES:  21:10-15
A. Being Identified:  v.10-12

1. Instead of waiting for an answer re: the Lord’s will, David leaves as soon as he has food and a weapon.  

2. This failure may explain his foolish choice of a move to Gath, 30 miles away in Philistine territory.  v.10

3. Fear and flight is no substitute for faith and usually proves disastrous.

4. He chose Goliath’s hometown, perhaps believing that would be the last place Saul would look for him, or perhaps he thought the Philistines would think he was a deserter.  (Fear and panic do strange things.)

5. Fear of Saul is soon replaced by fear of Achish, the king of Gath, because Achish’s servants recognized David, remembering him as Israel’s hero, the slayer of 10,000’s of Philistines!

ILLUS:  How the mighty have fallen!  Here is Israel’s great hero, fearful of His own King as well as the enemies King.   Fear is the opposite and enemy of faith.  What do YOU fear?

B. Acting Insane:  v.13-15

1. David must have assumed that the Philistines would not kill a crazy man, so he goes into his act…. another lie!

2. He gets an academy award for his performance – or at least his life is spared.  

3. The King rebukes his servants for bringing a madman to him and orders them to remove David at once.  v.14,15

IV.   FLEEING TO A CAVE:  22:1-23
A. David Insulating Parents and Friends:

1. David retreats to a cave and his parents and 400 friends gather to him. v.1,2

ILLUS:  These men are like all who cast their lot in with Jesus the Son of David, acclaiming Him the Captain of their salvation.
2. David seeks asylum for his parents from the King of Moab.  v.3,4

NOTE:  We don’t read what happened to David’s parents but a Jewish tradition suggests that the Moabites later murdered them.  If so, this would explain David’s harsh treatment of the Moabites after he is enthroned.  It is thought that David retreated to Masada.  v.4b

3. God sends a prophet to David and tells him to flee to a forest, his next hiding place from Saul.  v.5  (Gad later becomes David’s seer)

B. Saul Indicting His Men:  v.6-8

1.   Saul learns of David’s whereabouts in Gibeah.

2. With spear in hand and enraged he begins to accuse his own men of disloyalty.

3. Saul wallows in self-pity and feels threatened as long as David is free.

C. Saul Inciting His Men:  v.9-23

1. Doeg the Edomite, desiring to declare his loyalty to Saul speaks up.  v.9,10

2. Saul’s response is to arraign Ahimelech and all the priests of Nob before him. v.11

a. The last thing Saul wanted to hear from Ahimelech was for David to be hailed as a faithful and honorable servant of Saul.  v.12-14

b. He further tells Saul that he had consulted with the Lord for David at other times and had no reason to suspect that David was involved in a conspiracy.  v.15

3. Saul orders his bodyguards to murder the priests, but they refuse to carry out Saul’s death sentence.  v.17

ILLUS:  These men had more respect for the men of God than did the King.  They refused the King’s order at threat to their own lives.

This passage teaches that it is right to disobey wrong orders from authority. Of course you will have to live withthe consequences of your decision.

4. The blood thirsty Doeg pounces on 85 of the priests and kills them along with the men, women, children and animals in Nob.  v.18,19

a. Somehow Abiathar the priest escapes and tells David what Saul had done. v.20,21

b. David is guilt-stricken and confesses he had known that Doeg was present when he talked to Ahimelech and knew that he would report to Saul.  v.22

c. David offers Abiathar asylum and protection with him and his men.  v.23

ILLUS:  Apparently David finally realizes how insanely jealous Saul is and how far his fury would reach.  But he also seems to be waking up to no longer fear Saul as much and begins to trust the Lord.  

CONCL:  In spite of David’s fear and lack of faith, the Lord protected David.  He saw what David would become.  He knew David’s faith would return later.  In these dark days of fear David learned the wisdom of depending fully on the Lord.  Psalms 34 and 56 were written against the dark background of these days and indicate that he learned well to trust in the Lord instead of his cleverness, scheming and lying.  He learned that  “THE REMEDY FOR FEAR IS FAITH (NOT FLIGHT)!”
“FAITH UNDER FIRE” or
“THANK GOD FOR YELLOW PAINT!”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 23

INTRO:  A.  A skilled artist painted a foreboding scene with a drab, unlit house set against a background of dark, threatening clouds.  Then he dipped his brush into the brightest yellow paint on his palette and dabbed the house windows with it.  Suddenly the foreboding scene was transformed to one of light and life.

ILLUS:  If I were to give you 3 choices of black, gray and bright yellow to identify your present circumstances, which would you choose?


David’s life was foreboding.  He was a fugitive on the run from Saul.  Humanly his life looked bleak – a dark gray against a black background.  But God diped His brush into some yellow paint and added some brightness to David’s drab circumstances, giving him hope and a fresh lease on life.  David was learning that faith  not flight is the remedy for fear.  The Lord had protected him and encouraged him, but he still had need of further lessons in the school of suffering before the Lord could graduate him to the throne of Israel.  God would have to dab some more yellow paint into David’s life to encourage him before he would learn to trust the Lord implicitly and in all circumstances.

I.  DAVID’S GROWING FAITH:
NOTE:  It was harvest time at Keilah, a town near the Philistine border, but the farmers weren’t happy because the Philistines were plundering their threshing floors. v.1

            Instead of calling for help from King Saul, they send a distress call to David. The people had lost confidence in Saul.


A.  Requesting God’s Assistance:  v.1-13
1. David is learning…after the tragic results of David’s flight to Nob and Gath.

2. This time, instead of running off to Keilah, he stops and prays for guidance. v.2a

ILLUS:  The Master Painter had been good to David even when he feared instead of having faith. He had dabbed his drab and dark life with some “yellow paint” by sending Gad the prophet to him.  22:5  He also sent Abiathar the High Priest to David and even allows him to travel with David now.



3.   God gives David the green light to go against the Philistines.  v.2b

4. David’s men were still fearful and reasoned that they were in enough danger without going to Keilah to fight the Philistines.  v.3

5. So David goes back to the Lord to double check His will and gets assurance that this is what he should do.   v.4

ILLUS:  Did David allow his men to cause him to doubt God’s directions?  He had apparently received a direct  communication via the Urim and Thummim from Abiathar. (more later)  How do you think God feels when we doubt Him?  Have you ever second guessed the Lord?

6. This reinforcement persuades David and his men to attack the Philistines, and they rout them, take the cattle and rescue the city.

7. Another dab of yellow paint in David’s life was Abiathar’s presence with him along with the ephod containing the Urim and Thummim.  v.6

ILLUS:  Some believe the U and T to be a black stone (No) and a white stone (Yes) inside the pouch or pocket of the ephod.  Others believe each stone had a yes and no side.  Still others believe the stones glowed for a yes answer and did not for a no.  I believe it was more specific than a simple yes or no answer.   It could have been that various letters which spelled out the 12 tribes on the precious stones on the breastplate covering the ephod lit up to spell out a specific answer.  In any event the Master Painter added more “yellow paint” by allowing the H.P. and the ephod to accompany David.

David hears that Saul is pursuing him (v.7-8),  so David calls for the ephod (again?).  v.9  

8. David is learning to trust the Lord and again goes to Him for assistance. v.10-12

ILLUS:  Today we don’t have the Urim and Thummim nor the High Priestly system.  What is God’s method of communicating His will to His people now?  How does the child of God receive direction today?  (The Word, fasting, prayer and Holy Spirit)

God’s vehicle of communication has changed, but the keys to understanding His will have not.  We must look to Him as the source of wisdom (Jas.1:5), then be ready to act in obedience to His revealed will.  1 Sam. 3:10

a. David asks if Saul would continue to pursue him to Keilah and if the men of Keilah would betray him to Saul.

b. The answer is yes to both questions, even though David had saved them from the Philistines; this is perhaps because some were still loyal to Saul or because they knew Saul would destroy them if they didn’t.

A. David obeys the Lord’s revealed will to leave with his men.  v.13


B.  Receiving God’s Assistance:  v.14-29

1. Because David followed God’s will, he is afforded providential protection. v.14

B. ILLUS:  Principle: when in God’s will, we are immortal till He is done with us…then He simply takes us to heaven.  He may do that thru an “accident,” sickness, old age, martyrdom (! – Paul, the Apostles, etc.), or may simply stop our heartbeat.  (Have you ever thought how God will take you home, or about WHY He might do so, or what you will say to Him if you are out of His will when you meet Him?)

2. God sends David some more “yellow paint” by sending Jonathan to him to encourage him.  v.15,16,17

a. David needed his friend at this time because some treacherous villains were work-ing overtime to destroy him.

b. They were working Saul and even invited Saul to come to their region, promising to deliver David to them.  v.19,20

c. Saul had spiritual words on his lips, but murder in his heart.  v.21

d. Saul schemes with the Ziphites to set a trap for David.  v.22,23

e. Saul pursues David and closes in on him.  v.24-26

C. ILLUS:  Once again David’s circumstances looked bleak, but the Master Artist still had some “yellow paint” on hand.  He dabbed some more yellow on the canvas of David’s life by sending a messenger with disturbing news to King Saul.  v.27  This news turned Saul around and sent him back home to battle the Philistines.  v.28

           David is still not exercising faith and is still fearful of Saul, so he is continuing to flee.

II.  DAVID’S GLORIOUS FUTURE:  

A. Receiving God’s Assurance:  v.17,18

1.  Jonathan assures David of providential protection.  

2.  David was told by Jonathan that he could claim a divine promise of a future reign over Israel.  

ILLUS:  David knew these things intellectually, but needed reminding.  Sometimes God uses someone else to encourage us, by reminding us of the truths we already know.  In fact, that’s how God uses the Pastor, for the most part.  He may also use a friend of yours to “provoke you to love and good works” in a ministry of exhortation.

3. This is the last mention in Script. of Jonathan and David meeting together.

ILLUS:  Perhaps it would be good for us to make sure that before we leave each other, that all is well in our relationship and fellowship.  One day it will be the last time we will be together!

D. CONCL:  The Master Painter has some “yellow paint” to brighten your life too!  We may at times be hemmed in by some very dark circumstances, but “THANK GOD FOR YELLOW PAINT!”
“RETIALIATE OR RETREAT?”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 24,25

INTRO:  A.  Some people believe in burying the hatchet and know exactly where they would like to bury it.  The believer needs to resist the urge to take revenge.  He must rest in the fact that the Lord will judge the unjust and reward the righteous.  He can commit himself to Him Who judges righteously.

1 Pet. 2:23
Speaking of our Savior, Peter wrote: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

David had opportunities to take revenge on his enemies, but he preferred to leave things in the Lord’s hands.  

ILLUS:  Why is it hard to forgive?  What types of offenses are most difficult to forgive?  What types of offenses are the most natural to retaliate against?  Are certain kinds of people more difficult to forgive?  Why?

E. Saul was temporarily diverted by news of a Philistine invasion, but after dealing with that problem, he was right back on David’s trail.  He would not rest as long as David was alive.  24:1-2

I.  DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE:  ch.24
A. David’s Reason:  v.3-14

1. Saul enters a cave, unaware that David and his men are inside already.  v.3

2. David’s men see this as an opportunity given by the Lord to David against Saul, instead David merely cuts off a part of Saul’s robe.  v.4

a. David even feels guilt in doing this.  v.5

b. David explains to his men and restrains them from doing anything to Saul.  v.6,7

3. David then calls to Saul and bows respectfully to him.  v.8

4. David then assures Saul that he had no intentions to harm him and shows him the material he had cut off in the cave.  v.9-11

5. David assures Saul that he was leaving everything in the Lord’s hands.  v.12

6. David then quotes a proverb that teaches that wickedness proceeds from a wicked person, so if he killed Saul, he would only incriminate himself. v.13,14

7. David suggests that he is like a dead dog or a flea, poor game for a royal hunter, someone who posed no threat to Saul.

8. David is willing to let the Lord deal with the entire situation.  v.15

ILLUS:  Handouts.


B.  Saul’s Response:  v.15-22

1. Saul seems genuinely sorry for his pursuit of David.  v.16

2. Saul even admits that David has more character than himself.  v.17,18

3. Saul further suggests that the Lord should even reward David.  v.19

ILLUS:  Is Saul’s response really genuine?  Was Saul experiencing revival?  How do you know?  If Saul was sincere, why did David remain in the wilderness?

4. Saul seems to know that David would become King, even though we have no infor-mation that he had received information to that effect.  v,20-22

a. Maybe Saul realized that the Lord was protecting David.

b. Maybe Saul remembered Samuel’s words that God had rejected him.

c. Maybe his conscience was speaking to him about his attitudes and behavior.  

1) Saul elicits a promise from David that he will not kill his family when he becomes King.  v.21,22

II.  DAVID SPARES NABAL’S LIFE:  ch. 25
ILLUS:  Ch.25 begins with a funeral and ends with a marriage.  It runs the gamut of human

emotions – from grief to joy, from cold-heartedness to compassion and from rage to reason.  It exposes a fool, Nabal,  and extols the wisdom and virtue of his wife Abagail.  It shows David wanting to kill Nabal, but sparing his life.

In v.1 we have the obituary of Samuel the prophet.  This must have been a time of great grief for David, esp. since he could not attend the funeral, knowing Saul had not truly repented.

A. In Spite Of Nabal’s Wickedness:  25:2-11

1. At sheep shearing time, David hears about a wealthy man in Maon, named Nabal, for whom David and his men had provided protection (v.15,16,21), and asks respectfully for provisions.  v.2-8

2. Nabal sneers at the request and suggests that David is a no-account rebel. v.10,11

B. At The Request Of Nabal’s Wife:  v.12-44

1. Nabal’s wicked attitude angers David and he orders his men to arm themselves and storms away to pay Nabal an unexpected visit.  v.12,13

F. ILLUS:  Is David’s anger against Nabal justified?  How do you explain the fact that David refuses to kill Saul, but was ready to kill Nabal?
2. One of Nabal’s young men tells Abigal what had happened and that David was out to settle the score.  v.14-17

3. Abigail responds by packing up a generous supply of food to intercept David and his men.

G. ILLUS:  She could have chosen to save herself and Let David kill her wicked husband. Instead, she remained loyal, took Nabal’s blame and intereceded for her family.  v.19,20

4. David is still hot under the collar and vows to wipe out Nabal and every male mem-ber of his household.  v.21,22  (see note in Defender’s Bible on v.22)

5. Abigail implores David to listen to her (v.23,24) and advises David to ignore Nabal because he was what his name suggested – a fool.  v.23-25

6. Abigail credits the Lord with restraining David from killing Nabal, offered him the provisions she brought and asks forgiveness.  v.26-28

7. Abigail reminds David that vengeance belongs to the Lord and that He would continue to keep him safe from all his enemies and set David on Israel’s throne.  v.29,30

8. She only requests that when David becomes King, he remember her.  v.31

9. David praises the Lord for sending her, blesses her, applauds her advice and assures her that the Lord used her to keep him from taking vengeance into his own hands.  v.32-35

ILLUS:  Why would a woman of such high moral character marry a rogue like Nabal? (Perhaps the marriage was arranged by parents or maybe Nabal hid his true character till after they were married.)  How can a Christian avoid a mismatched marriage today?  What can a Christian married to an unbeliever learn from Abigail?

H. The time of sheep shearing was a very festive time. v.36

10. There is no indication that he missed his godly wife, suggesting his wealth meant more to him than his wife.  

11. When he sobered up the next day Abigail told him how close he had come to David’s sword, and he suffered a stroke or heart attack and died.  v.37,38

12. David recognized that this was God’s vengeance.  v.39

13. David then sends for Abigail to become his wife.  v.40-42

ILLUS:  Here we learn that David already had another wife, Ahinoam from Jezreel. v.43  He was beginning to build a harem in violation of God’s clear prohibition in Deut. 17:17 and this sin would cost him immeasurable pain later.  (Saul gives Michal, promised to David, to some-one else.  v.44)

CONCL:  We can learn from David how to control ourselves when provoked and to forgive as God forgives.  We can learn some godly characteristics from David.  We can learn some godly characteristics from Abigail as well.  We can also learn that wise counsel is good whatever its source…male or female!   Sometimes it is better to retreat than to retaliate.

“DOUBLE INTRIGUE”


TEXT:  1 Samuel 26-28

INTRO:  A.  Christians need to know that God may lead us over a path that may be rough, but it will always be right.  We may have low times and lean times, but if we are in His will they are learning times.  God had been leading David and giving him “A HEART FOR SERVICE.”   For a long time he lived in caves not castles.  He experienced thorns not thrones.  His followers were a minority not a majority.  He was hunted not hailed.  But God was preparing him for royal responsibilities.

David was betrayed again and again.  He felt lonely.  He was no doubt confused over Saul’s murderous intent toward him.  If God had truly sent Samuel to anoint him King over Israel, why didn’t he remove Saul and why would He allow Saul to hound him?  Why couldn’t he sit on a throne and build a kingdom?  Why would those whom he had befriended, betray him?   

I.  DOUBLE DEALING:  ch.26
ILLUS:  David had protected several wilderness towns from marauders, but at least 2 of them – Keilah and Ziph – repaid David with treachery.

A. Ziphites:  v.1

1. Back in 23:19 we saw the double-dealing Ziphites betraying David.

2. Now they again betray David’s hiding place;  they waste no time revealing to Saul David’s whereabouts.

B. Saul:  v.2-25

1.   Saul’s former repentance was shortlived and he once again musters 3000 troops to pursue David.  v.2

2. The Lord again providentially protects David;  while Saul sets up a camp where David was supposedly hiding, David had moved to the desert.  v.3

3. David sends spies to confirm that Saul is hot on his trail again.  v.4

4. David then stakes out Saul’s camp and sees Saul, his captain Abner and the troops asleep…a supernatural sleep.  v.5 and 12b

5. David and his nephew Abishai penetrate Saul’s camp and walk right up to slum-bering Saul, whose spear is sticking in the ground next to his pillow.  v.6,7

6. Once again David has an opportunity to kill his arch-enemy and is urged to do so.  v.8

ILLUS:  David had several reasons to kill Saul:  

1) Self-preservation  

2) comfort andconvenience  

3)   he would be able to ascend the throne for which he had been anointed revenge  

4)   Saul was unfit to be king   

5) pressure from his followers, who were no doubt tired of running and hiding.

7. David was not seeking vengeance, which he knew belonged to the Lord and he was willing to wait on the Lord.  v.9,10

ILLUS:  David reminds Abishai that the Lord has other options to remove Saul.  He could die of a disease, of old age, or be killed in battle.  He only listed three of the myriad possibilities at God’s disposal.  It is not wise to limit God. Perhaps you think your situation is hopeless.  But God…

8. Though David doesn’t kill Saul, he leaves him notice of his opportunity. v.11,12

9. David distances himself from Saul and his troops and then calls out to them and shows how close Saul had come to being killed, even blaming Abner for allowing his master to be placed in jeopardy.  v.13-16

a. Saul wakes up and realizes that it is indeed David and that he spared his life once again.  v.17

b. David questions Saul as to why he wants to continue to pursue him; if it was the Lord he was willing to offer up a sacrifice, but if of men he wished God’s wrath on him.  v.18-20

10. Saul again confesses he was wrong and invites David to return and gives him a pledge that he would not be harmed.  v.21

11. David doesn’t bite…he asks Saul to send someone to retrieve his spear, obviously not trusting Saul.  v.22

12. David says he is willing to trust the Lord (but apparently not Saul). v.23,24

I. NOTE:  David’s heart is right with Saul, but he doesn’t’ trust him any longer.  Is his attitude O.K. for a believer?  Must you seek someone’s fellowship because you have forgiven them?  Should you?    

13. Saul wishes David blessings and predicts a bright future for him.  v.25

J. ILLUS:  David returns to the wilderness and Saul returns to the palace.  This seems so

wrong.  David should be going to the palace.  Why doesn’t God just kill Saul? The two men part company for the last time; they will not be reconciled.

II.   DOUBLE AGENT:  ch. 27
ILLUS:  After speaking so boldly in the Lord to Saul, David seems to have lapsed into a state of depression.  He was convinced that Saul would continue to try to kill him and he seeks political asylum in the land of the Philistines.

A. David Poses As The Philistines Ally:  v.1-7

K. David flees (again) with his wives, his men and their families to Achish, King of Gath (in spite of his last excursion to Gath and its outcome (21:12), where he pretended to be a madman.

1. David isn’t apparently thinking too clearly and we don’t see him seeking the Lord in prayer here.  v.1,2

a. Achish received David warmly and lets David and his people live in Gath. v.3

b. The King apparently considered David a true foe of Saul and thus he and his men a valuable addition to the Philistine’s military machine.

c. Saul hears about David’s move and gives up his pursuit.  v.4

ILLUS:  David is getting uncomfortable living with these idol-worshippers and is under constant scrutiny by the Philistines, so he requests a small town in the country and the King grants his request by giving him Ziklag (which rightly belonged to Judah – Josh. 19:5).  David stays there 16 months!

B. David Purges The Israelites Enemies: v.8-12

1. David uses Ziklag as a base of operations to raid the Philistines, while pretending to raid Israel.

2. To make sure reports of his true activities did not reach the King, David left no survivors, “dead men tell no tales…”

3. His ploy was successful and “Achish believed David…”  v.12

ILLUS:  Bob Jones, Sr. used to say “It is never right to do wrong in order to get a chance to do right.”  David was living a life of insecurity, not faith;  of lies, not truth.  His lack of faith led him to flee and have to fight, instead of just trusting the Lord.  It would have serious conse-quences…

II.  DOUBLE TROUBLE:  ch.28
L. Shunem!

1. David’s complicity withthe King Achish puts him on the spot!  

a. It is payday!  The King wants David to go to war against Israel. v.1

b. He also makes David his personal bodyguard!  v.2

2. The Philistines march against Israel and camp in Shunem and Saul trembles!. (the same word is used of Mt.Sinai when God descended).  v.4-5

a. Saul attempts to pray (more than David did!!!), but God ignores him. v.6

b. Apparently he was sincere enough trying several ways to contact the Lord, but nothing worked!

ILLUS:  For Saul it is too little – too late!  If Saul had prayed before he got in trouble with the Lord instead of now, things could have been different.  Can believers today experience God’s indifference to their pleas?  

M. Samuel!

1. Saul had conducted a literal “witch hunt” in the land earlier in his regime and v.3 parenthetically reminds us of 2 salient facts: Samuel’s death and this.

2. Saul now seeks for a witch; what God won’t provide Satan will attempt! v.7 Saul and 2 men go to a witch for a seance.  v.8

a.  The witch doesn’t deny what she is, but reminds Saul of the ban on witchcraft.  v.9

c.  Saul SWARES to her BY THE LORD (!), that her secret is safe with him. v.10

d. She then asks who he wants to speak to from beyond the grave and he responds:  “Bring me up Samuel.”  v.11

e. What happens next shocks her and Saul:  she suddenly “sees” Samuel and some how realizes that the man asking for her help is none other than the King of Israel!  v.12

1) Saul reassures her he means her no harm and asks what or who she has seen and she responds with”I saw gods ascending out of the earth.”  v.14

2) She then describes him and Saul believes the apparition to indeed be Samuel.  v.14

ILLUS:  Some fascinating questions arise here.  Is this really Samuel?  Does a witch or chan-neler or medium have power to resurrect people who have died?  Was this really Samuel or a spirit or demon (“gods”) impersonating him?  Does her seeming surprise argue for the fact that it really was Samuel?  Are there other Bible examples which help decipher this mystery?

3) Saul believes the apparition is really the Prophet and addresses. him. v.15

4) Another interesting statement is made in v.16;  i.e., if you can’t get thru to the Lord, is it possible to communicate withdead prophets? v.16

5) The mystery deepens with the information given by “Samuel.”  v.17-19

ILLUS:  Whatever the answer to the above questions, because of Saul’s disobedience earlier in his career, Saul had plunged himself into spiritual darkness and would now pass thru the dark valley of death, confused and comfortless.  v.20  He now has to receive help from a abominable, demonic witch.  v.21-25

CONCL:  Double-dealing enemies and acting as a Double-agent for Israel’s enemies brought Double-trouble to David.  Saul too had Double-trouble because of his disobedience.  David and Saul would not see each other again after these events and David - in spite of his failures would ascend the throne of Israel and Saul would die at the hand of the enemy God told him to kill.  

“THE END OF THE BEGINNING”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 29-31

INTRO:  A.  At a point in WWII, when the British had won a victory over Hitler, Winston Churchill advised England, “This is not the end.  It is not even the beginning of the end.  It may be the end of the beginning.”

2. ILLUS:  Sometimes we may feel life is a long journey, whereas the Bible depicts it as tran-sitory and fleeting.  We began this study of I Samuel with the birth of Samuel and have seen him grow old and die.  We saw a young man named Saul, become King of Israel and in the last chapter we will see the aged Saul killed in battle.  We were introduced to a young lad named David, also anointed King of Israel, spending years running from Saul.

As we close the book of 1 Samuel, we see David delivered from the Philistines and victorious over a horde of Amalekites.  And we will see his antagonist, Saul, dead on a mountain slope – slain by the Philistines.  We may think this is the end of David’s troubles.  However, it was not even the beginning of the end.  It was only “THE END OF THE BEGINNING…”
I.  A NEW BEGINNING FOR DAVID:  (1 Sam. 29,30)
A. An Honorable Discharge:  ch.29

1. The army of Israel and the army of the Philistines are preparing to mount a major battle.  v.1

3. David is still with the Philistines and King Achish, and David and his men are in the 

4. “reward” or “rearward” or rear-guard of the military detachment.  v.2

2. The Philistine leaders come to Achish complaining that David, the champion of Israel is marching with them.  v.4,5

ILLUS:  Compromise with principle always leads to conflict.  David was wrong, even though he used his compromise to war against the Amalekites from time to time.  He is nonetheless in the enemies camp.  He has had to live a life of deceit and treachery.  In spite of this, God prov-identially kept him from fighting against his own people.

3. Achish tells David he and his men must leave the war-zone by dawn.  v.6-7

a.   David is placed in the awkward position of stating to Achish that he wanted to fight against his own people.  v.8

b. Achish had admired David’s personal character, but he didn’t know of David’s incursions against the Amalekites, allies of the Philistines. v.9

4. Achish is insistent and David and his men start their journey home to Ziklag, and the Philistines move on to the valley of Jezreel to battle Israel.  v.10,11

B. An Honorable Decree:  ch.30

1.  When David and his men arrive at Ziklag, instead of seeing their city glistening in the sun, they find it smoldering in ruins.  v.1-3

5. Instead of hearing the happy voices of their wives and children, they hear only the crackling of dying embers.

6. ILLUS:  Here is the price of compromise.  While David was hob-nobbing with the enemy, their allies, the Amalekites, had invaded the region while all the men of Ziklag were preparing to fight the enemy.  Their absence had left the towns defenseless.

7. Their tears fell until they were too weak to cry anymore and no doubt David’s tears were the hottest and most painful, realizing the consequences of his fear, lack of faith and compromise withthe enemy.  v.4,5

8. ILLUS:  David is responsible and he knows it, for the loss of the women and children –include-ing his own 2 wives (another human failing of David).  

9. As if this was not bad enough, David was facing mutiny in the ranks of his followers, and they spoke openly of stoning him to death.  v.6a

10. ILLUS:  Typically human, David begins now to turn to the Lord for encouragement. We haven’t seen too much spirituality or faith on David’s part, it was David’s plan, his schemes, his compromise; now when all the human props fail him and he is faced with rebellion, great loss and even death, he begins to remember the Lord.  v.6b  The embers of Ziklag were smold-ering, but the embers of revival were beginning to glow in David’s soul as He draws strength from the Lord.  An old hymn reflects David’s heart:  “Needing a friend to help me in the end, where could I go but to the Lord?”

11. David now calls for the High Priest, Abiathar, and asks for him to use the ephod (the Urim and Thummim).  v.7,8

12. David gets a green light from the Lord to pursue the Amalakites and he and his men take off;  instead of falling on David in wrath, they fall into line behind David in God’s will.  v.9,10

a. By the time they reach an encampment 200 of the men were too weak to continue, so David appoints them to guard the provisions.  v.9,10

13. They “coincidentally” meet a sick Egyptian who had marched with the Amalekites against Ziklag.  v.11-14

b. David promises he will spare the Egyptian’s life if he will provide the intelligence report regarding the Amalekites whereabouts.  v.15

c. With this information in hand, David proceeds to locate the Amalekites, who are celebrating their victory.  v.16

d. David and his men wage a successful campaign against them, and only 400 men escape on camel back.  v.17

e. Now operating in the sphere of God’s will, God not only blesses David with victory and the recovery of everyone and everything taken by the Amalakites, but captures the booty they had seized from other towns.  v.18-20

14. Trouble brews again when the unbelievers in David’s ranks rebel against sharing equally with those 200 men they had left behind to guard the provisions.  v.21,22

15. David stands his ground and makes an honorable decree to share equally the spoils of battle with those who stayed behind.  v.23-25

ILLUS:  Everyone can’t go to the mission field, but many can stay behind and support those who do go, financially and with prayer.  There will be an equal reward for faithfulness for both.  You can’t do everything, but you can be faithful doing whatever God allows you to do.  It is your faithfulness that will be rewarded, not your gifts, talents, or even your calling!  Name some ministries which you can be involved in without going “full-time” as a preacher or missionary…  

16. David now remembers those who had befriended him during his years of running from Saul.  v.26-31

17.  It is interesting that one of those towns was Hebron, where he would later be anointed King, and from where he would reign for 7 ½ years, before moving his capital to Jerusalem.

NOTE:  Thus we come to “THE END OF THE BEGINNING” for King David and are about to read about THE BEGINNING OF THE END for King Saul.

II.  A NIGHTMARISH END FOR SAUL:  1 Sam. 31
A. Defeat:  v.1

1. Although they no doubt fought bravely, the Israelite army was no match for the hordes of Philistine spearmen and archers.

2. This was a great defeat for the nation under the leadership of Saul and “they fell down slain in mount Gilboa.”  

B. Death:  v.2-6

1. Seeking to demoralize the troops, the Philistines single out Saul and his sons. v.2

2. The Philistine archers severely wound King Saul.  v.3

3. Saul begs his armorbearer to finish him off, but he refuses (following David’s example?), so Saul takes a sword and falls on it.  v.4

4. The armorbearer then follows suit.  v.5

ILLUS:  The Scripture never contradicts itself.  In 2 Samuel 1 we find an Amalekite confessing that he found Saul still alive and at Saul’s request kills him, then takes his crown and bracelet.  Question:  did Saul die by his own hand or did an Amalakite kill him?  Two plausible possi-bilities:  Saul killed himself and the Amalekite is lying, trying to take credit and seeking a reward from King David.  The Amalakite found Saul not quite dead and Saul requested he finish the job and then kills him.

5. Not only is Israel defeated on this bleak day, but Saul and his sons are killed; it was the end of an era, 

a.  It was also THE END OF THE BEGINNING of a new era for David; many trials       were past, but many new trials lay ahead.

b.  David had spent 10 long years running for his life, knowing that God had anointed him King over Israel; God had put him, like so many others in His “wait training” program.

C. Disgrace:  v.7-13

1. The news of Saul’s death sent shock waves thru nearby towns and fearing death at the hands of the Philistines, the people evacuated their towns and the Philistines were able to claim them without a fight.  v.7

2. The day after the battle the Philistines came to rob the dead Israelites and when they came to the bodies of Saul and his sons (v.8), they weren’t content to merely strip them, but they cut off Saul’s head, stripped his armor from his dead body and carried them thru their land for all to see.  v.9

3. Then they placed his armor and headless body in a museum of the false god Ashtaroth.  v.10

4. When the men of Jabeshgilead heard about this, they infiltrated the Philistine ranks and removed and then burned Saul’s body.  v.11-13

CONCL:  Thus ends the infamous and ignominious life of the first King of Israel and thus begins the famous and favored life of the next King of Israel.  

The Lord gives each of us one life.  How we choose to live it determines its success or failure.  If we acknowledge the Lord in all our ways, we will enjoy victory and become a source of bles-sing to others.  If we step outside His will there are no promises to claim, nor any victory to experience.  How will YOU live?

“LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED”
TEXT:  1 Samuel 31:11-13

INTRO:  A. Saul had so much going for him when he started out.  Physically, he was tall and powerful.  (Polls tell us that tall men have a distinct advantage in leadership positions today.)  Attitudinally, he was humble (10:20-23) and thoughtful of his father’s feelings (9:5). Spirit-ually, he started out with the power of the Holy Spirit upon him (10:10), and he prophesied.

What went wrong?  Where did he go wrong?  Why did it all go so wrong? What caused this outstanding leader to become a hopeless suicide?  What turned this great man to become a vengeful, bitter, mean-spirited, suspicious, hateful, and murder-ous king?

The problem were the “LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED” – lessons we had bet-ter learn or we too will end up shipwreck.  Saul never learned…

I.  SIN IS SERIOUS:
A. He Treated His Sin Casually:

1. He made excuses for his sin.  

ILLUS:  What sin did God consider so great that Saul would be replaced as King? Probably not the one you think.

a.   Samuel was late arriving for an appointment so Saul intruded into the office of the priesthood.  13:8-14

b. Saul again offers a sacrifice in a flagrant act of disobedience.  15:9,14,15

ILLUS:  The crown of Israel wasn’t enough for Saul, he seemed to desire the office of priest as well, but when confronted he made excuses and even lied to protect himself.

c. Saul acted on public opinion. 15:21

Ex. 23:2 

2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil…

All sin is serious sin.  There are greater consequences to some sins than others.  God calls some sins which are especially hurtful, “abominations.”  Some sins will bring God’s chastening while others seem to go immediately unpunished.  Some sins will even cause premature death.  Some sins destroy a testimony, a life, a reputation, a ministry.  All sin brings death of something.  “The wages of sin is death.”

2. Saul never evidenced any genuine sense of repentance or sorrow for his sin.

ILLUS:  David later committed far greater sins than Saul (from the human viewpoint) yet God blessed David and banished Saul.  Why?  God sees the heart!  He knows if a person is repentant or just sorry he got caught!

B. He Didn’t See His Sin As Serious.

QUES: If all our sins are under the blood, what difference does it make how we live?  We need to learn what Saul didn’t.  That all sin is serious.  That all sin carries penalties…now or later. The believer that doesn’t heed this principle will pay and pay and pay…

II.   SPIRITUAL DECLINE IS GRADUAL:
A. Falling Away Is Not An Overnight Event:

1. No one generally wakes up one day and says “I think I will start backsliding today.

2. Backsliding does not start flagrantly, it begins withsmall shifts and slides.

ILLUS:  You begin to change your priorities.  You no longer see Sunday School as being for you.  You don’t make preaching important.  (Some ladies sign up for nursery or toddlers to escape preaching.  Some men loiter in the halls or become ushers so they can avoid preaching.  [Others do so so they can serve the Lord!])  Bible study or devotions take second place to something else – even something good.  (Which do you think God will bless?)  Prayer becomes a burden, even though in your heart you know it is God’s means of blessing us.  TV or the internet take precedent over soul-winning.  “For him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin!”

B. Falling Away Is A Gradual Process:

1. The landmarks are moved ever so slightly over a period of time.

2. The shift away from spirituality is incremental.

ILLUS:  God warns “Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth…”  “a little leaven leveaneth the whole lump…”  “little foxes spoil the grapes…”   




The “little” time we waste on even good things will one day appear gigantic. When we view our life from our deathbed or the end of our life, how will we evaluate our time invest-ment.  Are we “spending” or “investing” our time (life)?




That fateful day on the battlefield when Saul decided to commit suicide was the culmination of a wasted life.  He wasted his life in hatred and bitterness against David.  He wasted his opportunities to be a great King because of mistaken priorities. He wasted his gifts and talents on disobedience, dishonesty and rebellion.  (What are you wasting?)

III.  INTEGRITY IS ESSENTIAL:
A. Saul Lacked Integrity:

1. Integrity is a primary character trait.

2. The Hebrew word for integrity means “innocence, uprightness, simplicity.”

3. Integrity or lack of it, governs all our actions, and is defined as the state of sound moral principle;  uprightness, honesty and sincerity.

ILLUS:  Over the years as pastor here, I could have stolen money, been unfaithful to my wife, cheated on business dealings, lied to the church, etc.  but integrity won’t permit that.  Integrity is a commitment you make to yourself, the Lord and others.  Saul lacked integrity, and that lack eroded his character.  He could therefore not be trusted with leadership any longer and God had to remove him.  David had integrity.  Did he have lapses in that integrity?  Yes.  But in his heart he had made a commitment.   Saul started out serving God, but wound up trying to use God.  (The witch of Endor inciddent).  David failed, but repented, and God saw that he had integrity of character, so He blessed and rewarded him.

IV.  OBEDIENCE IS PARAMOUNT:
A. Sacrifice Is No Substitute For Obedience:

ILLUS:  God honors obedience above all things, including service, doctrinal soundness, or even character (though these things are often an outgrowth of obedience.)

1. Saul played “Let’s Make A Deal” with God and Samuel: sacrifice for obedience.

2. Saul played a game of partial obedience and lost, because partial obedience is com-plete disobedience.

ILLUS:  To quote a great preacher (me (!): “It is just as bad to worship the devil as to give partial obedience to God.  You may as well consult witches as to put your will against God’s authority.  Are you practicing witchcraft?  Are you saved?  Then why don’t you get baptized?  God commanded it – lack of obedience is rebellion and rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft!  Are you tithing?  God commanded it.  Do you go soul-winning?  God commanded it.  Are you faith-ful?  God commands it.  Maybe we have a bunch of ‘witches’ in our church!!  You say “I obey most of the time” – Hello witch!  “I do mostly what God says.”  Hello witch!  Saul killed most of the people.  He nearly obeyed what God told him to do.”

3.   God’s response is “to obey is better than sacrifice” and that disobedience manifests rebellion and “rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.”

ILLUS:  God hates idolatry and witchcraft is a form of idolatry.  It substitutes worship for God for worship of Satan and the gods (demons).  It is an act of rebellion against the supremacy and sovereignty of God.  God then equates rebellion with witchcraft.  We view rebellion as a sin, perhaps, but not on the same level as witchcraft or Satan worship.  Who is right?  God obviously!

B. Disobedience Is Expensive:

ILLUS:  One serious consequence of rebellion or stubbornness is to disqualify one from God’s service or to be practically disowned by Deity.  Like Saul, a person may continue in office, but will no longer be practically a part of His work.  The higher service of God will cease.  Saul would continue to be the legal King, but no longer the Theocratic King (i.e., reigning and serving in God’s stead).

1. Witchcraft is serious sin…so is rebellion and disobedience and thus deserve serious punishment.

2. Idolatry is serious sin…so is stubbornness, so they both bring serious punishment.

3. If obedience acknowledges Christ’s Lordship it carries its own rewards, just as disobedience carries its on punishments. 

CONCL:  Life is the classroom where we are learning the imperative lessons God wants us to know.  Are we listening to the Teacher?  Can we learn the “LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED?” 

