Table of Contents





	Sermon	Title																								Page No.



1. Active Faith for Stressful Times  																		3-5					

2. When God Cleans House  																				5-7		



3.	RX For Revival																								7-10		



4.   Why The Ark Won’t Work																				10-13



5.  Power Outage   																								13-15		



6.  Yes We Can Have Revival																				15-18

					

7.  You Might Be Sorry if You Get Your Own Way   												18-21					

8.  From Grace To Disgrace																					21-24	



9.   God Saves the King   																						24-26				



10.   If I had A Pastor																							26-29



11.   1,2,3 Strikes Your Out   																				29-33	

	

12.   Christians Practicing Witchcraft																	33-35



13.   Batter Up   																									36-38							

14.   Choose Your Weapons																					38-41													

15.   Sleepy Sheep and Slipshod Shepherds															41-44		



16.   Jonathan, Jesus, and You																				44-47		



17.   A Friend For All Seasons  																			47-50									

18.   The Remedy For Dear is Faith   																	50-53		

		

19.   Faith Under Fire  																						54-56

				

20.   Retialiate or Retreat																						56-59						

21.   Double the Intrigue  																					59-62					

22.   The End of the Beginning   																			62-65				



23.   Dealing With Disaster																					66-68



24.   It Is Time To Reboot																							68-71



25.   Lessons King Saul Never Learned   																			71-74



26.   I Surrender																									 	74-76



27.   Warfare and Welfare																						 	76-78



28.   From The Wrong Side of the Tracks																		78-81



29.   The First Little Bus Kid																						81-83



30.   The Tender Warrior																							83-86



31.   The Wounded Warrior																						86-88



32.   The Gloom of Guilt																							88-90



33.   When The Nation’s Leader Sins																				90-93



34.   Harvest Time																									93-96



35.  Getting What You Want – Losing What You Have														97-99



36.   Two Wrongs Makes A Wrong																				99-102



37.   On The Campaign Trail																						102-105



38.   Royalty and Loyalty																							105-108



39.   Flattery and Criticism																						108-110



40.   Meanwhile Back At The Palace																				111-113



41.   Glued To God																									113-116



42.   When The Chickens Come Home To Roost																116-119	



43.   Learning Lessons thru Loss																					119-121



44.   Beware Losing Your Head																					121-123



45.   Honorably Discharged																						123-125



46.   Singing While Sighting																						126-127



47.   The Mighty Pen and the Mighty Men																		128-130



48.   Great Love Hath No Man Than This																		130-133



49.   The High Cost of Doing Your Own Thing																	133-135









 “ACTIVE FAITH FOR STRESSFUL TIMES”



TEXT:  1 Sam. 1:1-2:10



INTRO:  A.  The opening events of 1 Samuel were set against the backdrop of Israel’s “dark ages” – the period of the Judges, when “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”  (Jud. 21:25b)  Nationally it was a time very much like today in America.  When a nation does what is right in its own eyes without regard for what is right in God’s eyes, immorality and instability scar that society. 



ILLUS:  The Bible is always relevant.  At the present our own President is under the threat of impeachment.  America, according to the polls, doesn’t seem to care that he lied under oath, obstructed justice, encouraged witnesses to lie, and for aides to cover up for him, let alone that he sexually harassed a subordinate.  As long as things are apparently going well at home, it doesn’t seem to disturb too many citizens as to how their leaders conduct themselves.



Israel was supposed to be a theocracy – a nation ruled directly by God, but it had degenerated into anarchy and godly individuals were scarce. Against this dark background Hannah’s life shines as a testimony to God’s faithfulness and reveals the triumph of personal faith and dedication.  (Regardless of the drift of the nation or others around us, we can and must do right.)



ILLUS:  Not only did Hannah face the corruption in the society around her, but she also had heavy stress in her personal life at home…



1   HANNAH’S DISTRESS:  1:1-7



TRANS: We know Hannah as a women of great faith, but that faith arose from the darkness of adversity.  Life wasn’t easy for her…but she trusted the Lord…



    A.   A Stressful Marital Relationship:   v.1,2a 



 1.   Her husband, Elkanah, had another wife!

 2.   Hannah had to share her husband with another woman!

 3.   This is hardly a stable marital situation and was surely not God’s will!



ILLUS:  No-one (hopefully!) here has to deal with this situation, but many can identify with Hannah’s struggle maintaining right relationships with difficult family members and/or coworkers.



    B.   A Stressful Personal Situation:  v.2b-7



1.   Not only was her husband married to another woman, but that woman has given him several 

children, whereas Hannah was childless

  2.   Childbearing was considered a great honor and barrenness a tragedy.



ILLUS:  While infertility may not carry the same social stigma today, women nonetheless struggle with the inability to have children.  (15% of American women face infertility.  One danger is that a Christian woman may become angry with God for not answering her prayers, or become angry with a husband who cannot have a child.)   Children were seen in Bible times as gifts from God, a way to perpetuate the family name and pass on the inheritance, plus every godly Jewish woman hoped to bear the Messiah.



3.   Though her husband loved her and gave her gifts, it must have hurt Hannah to see Peninnah’s children clustered around dad.  v.4,5

4.   Besides Peninnah ridiculed and taunted Hannah, even when they went to Shiloh to worship at the Tabernacle.  v.6  (Feast of Tabernacles was a celebration of the fruitful harvest, adding to her stress.)

5.   As a result Hannah wept and lost her appetite.  v.7



11   HANNAH’S DELIVERANCE:  1:8-18



    A.   Hannah’s Prayer:  v.8-17



 1.   Hannah needed to learn to put stress in its place.



ILLUS:  There is nothing wrong with praying for something, with the right motives, but we also need to learn to avoid becoming stressed out over something God has not seen fit to give to us.  We also need to be satisfied with God’s will, even if it isn’t our will, at the moment (though it should be, i.e., we need to bring our will into conformity with His will.  If God doesn’t seem to give us what we want, perhaps he has something else in mind for us.  Maybe there are other areas of service and ministry He has for us.



  2.   Hannah’s answer to stress was prayer.



ILLUS:  Eli the priest saw Hannah praying and thought she was drunk!  During these lawless days, even the women would get drunk, esp. the idolatrous “daughters of Belial.”  (v.16)

              

Ques.  Is it possible to be godly but unhappy at times?  How can prayer alleviate stress and distress and restore happiness?



VISUAL:  Stress will either push the believer away from God or will push the believer toward God.  Are you under stress or do you put stress under you?



    B.   Hannah’s Peace:  v.18



  1.   Eli gave Hannah the assurance of answered prayer.

  2.   Hannah got her appetite back and turned her frown upside down.



ILLUS:  We need to learn to bring our daily stress and concerns to the Lord and not try to simply deal with them without His power and guidance.



111   HANNAH’S DEDICATION:  1:19-2:10



    A.   Conception:  v.19-20



  1.   Soon it became obvious that Hannah was going to have a child.

  2.   She had dedicated her baby, by faith, to the Lord in her prayer. v.11



ILLUS:  It is easy to give to God what you don’t have.  The issue here is will Hannah give to God what God gives to her…especially that which she waited so long to have, and would no doubt become the joy of her life?

 	She names the baby Samuel, meaning “asked of God,”  i.e., she remembered that her child was a gift from the Lord.  v.20



    B.   Commitment:  v.21-28



  1.   Hannah wanted to spend as much time with her “gift” as possible.  v.21-22

2.   After the baby was weaned, probably about 2 years, Hannah kept her commitment and 

brought Samuel to Eli.



ILLUS:  Ladies, think of how you would feel if this was your only son! Would you be able to do what Hannah did? How about if God calls your child NOW to serve Him, would you be willing to give him or her up?  Whom do you love more – your child or the Lord?  (Note the details of her commitment in v.25-28) What do you think is implied in the word “lent” in v.28?



    C.   Composition:  2:1-10



  1.   Attitude is a great attitude!

2.   Hannah didn’t forget God’s favor to her, she composed a song of praise to the Lord for His 

character and mighty works.



CONCL:  God had a woman of faith and integrity, He received a man of God, and Israel got a great spiritual leader who would be both priest and prophet.

      Lesson:  life’s adversities, met by faith, can be opportunities for God to perform His perfect will in our lives.  Think of it.  God devotes 2 chapters of His Word to this one obscure woman in Israel, in one of the darkest periods of earth’s history.  He is concerned about each of His children including YOU!





“WHEN GOD CLEANS HOUSE”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 2-3



INTRO:  A.  The subject is A Heart for Service.  Hannah had such a heart.  Eli was the priest in the days of Hannah and he too had A Heart for Service.  But his sons did not.  They will be the subject of this study.  Because they lacked this quality, we will see it becomes a time “WHEN GOD CLEANS HOUSE” – His House!

Everything is determined by the heart. 1 Cor. 13 shows that even sacrificial service is empty without love.  Jesus rebuked the doctrinally correct and active church at Ephesus because while serving, she had left her first love. Eli’s sons didn’t love God, they loved themselves.  It is shocking to see that these priests were “sons of Belial” or idol worshippers. v.12 They were professing to be one thing in their public life (garments, activity, etc.) but in reality were something else in their private life.  (Their private life later became public.)  They corrupted their priesthood, defrauded the people of Israel and angered God. God was ready to clean house and sweep out Eli’s sons and set up a new priest…



1   GOD CONDEMNS ELI’S SONS:



    A.   Their Evil Deeds Disclosed: 2:12-25

  

 1.  They broke the first two commandments!  v.112



Ex. 20:3-5

3	Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4	Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

5	Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 



2.   They were unsaved priests!  v.12

3.   They profaned the priesthood!  v.13-17

4.   They were immoral!  v.22

5.   They refused the counsel and rebuke of their father.  v.23-25



ILLUS:  Here is both juvenile and parental delinquency illustrated.  Obviously Eli failed his sons in training them because he was too busy “serving the Lord” or turned over his resp. to his wife, or….?  For whatever reason his sons, now grown, had no respect for their father and were idolatrous and immoral as well as rebellious and hypocritical.



    B..  Their Eventual Destruction Determined:  v.26-36



 1.   God sends an unidentified prophet to Eli with a stern and solemn message.  v.26-29



a.   Because Eli’s sons had disgraced the priesthood and because Eli had shown a higher 

regard for his sons than for His God, He would strip them of the honor of service.  v.30

  b.   The strength of Eli’s house would be destroyed.  v.31

  c.   A rival would replace Eli’s family in the priesthood.  v.32

  d.   Eli’s posterity would suffer early deaths.  v.33

   e.   Eli’s sons would die that day!  v.34

   f.   God would raise up a faithful priest in Eli’s place.  v.35



ILLUS:  It is important that God’s man not be so overburdened that he neglect his family.   Service to the Lord begins at home with his family and personal life. There needs to be a consistency in leadership evident to the congregation. The pastor must have personal discipline and must discipline his family biblically.  How do a deacon’s spiritual, moral and ethical responsibilities compare to those of the pastor?  How about the members?  Why does God set a higher standard for those involved in service to Him?



11   GOD CALLS SAMUEL:



ILLUS:  God’s housecleaning program was underway at the Tabernacle.  The filthy priests were being discarded, and God’s house was ready for a new priest.  Back in ch.2 God inserted a parenthesis in v.18-21, to show He is never caught by surprise.  



    A.   The Circumstances Of The Call:  v.1-18a



ILLUS:  These days were indeed the “Dark Ages of Israel” – the time of the Judges.  God was not openly speaking.  The word precious means “more valuable” in the sense of being rare.  There was no direct revelation being given



Hannah had kept her commitment to the Lord re: her son, who was now about 12 years old.

God breaks His self-imposed silence and calls the young boy.  v.4-10

God reveals that He would judge Eli and his house thoroughly and irreversably.  v.11-14

Samuel reluctantly told Eli of God’s message.  v.15-18a



    B.   The Confirmation Of The Call:  v.18b-21



Eli didn’t question God’s message to the young boy.  v.18b

When Samuel spoke others listened because they realized God had called him. v.19



ILLUS:  It is God alone Who raises up prophets/preachers and who causes their message to be listened to.  He alone energizes their preaching and teaching – or it is useless.



God’s servant was recognized by the people.  v.20

God continued to speak to His servant.  v.21



CONCL:  What a contrast between the sons of the priest, Eli and the son of Hannah, Samuel!  Will God be able to use your children?  Much depends upon you and your walk with the Lord and willingness to discipline and disciple your children according to God’s Word.

		



"RX FOR REVIVAL"

or "BEWARE SPIRITUAL SUBSTITUTES"



TEXT: I Sam. 4:1-11



THESIS: To reveal 6 spiritual mistakes leading to failure and defeat and 7 spiritual truths leading to real revival.



INTRO: A. Did you ever wonder why there are so many "Christian" denominations and churches?  If the Lord only founded one true church how can we have so many abberations and counterfeits?  The problem is "spiritual substitutes."   Men have substituted Superstition for the Bible, Tradition for the Script.   Ritual for Real Worship, Knowledge for the Holy Spirit, Religion for Christ and Activity for Spirituality.



                B. Israel gives us a prime example of these spiritual substitutes in the text.  Israel was backslidden.  Eli, the High Priest had turned his back on God.  His 2 sons, Hophni and Phineas, were guilty of open immorality within the very doorways of the Temple.  The lamp of God within the Temple which God had ordered should burn continuously was allowed to go out.  (I Sam. 3:3)



NOTE: The lamp of God represents the continuous incandescence of the Holy Spirit glowing within in each Christian's body, the latter Temple of God.



TRANS: Let's look at Israel's mistakes and God's "RX FOR REVIVAL" as we consider 6 SPIRITUAL MISTAKES WHICH EQUAL DEFEAT and then 7 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS    WHICH EQUAL REVIVAL.



I.  6 SPIRITUAL MISTAKES = DEFEAT



NOTE: Israel had lost a major battle to the Philistines and 4000 men had been killed (4:2).  Knowing it was God's presence upon the Ark which had previously made Israel mighty in battle, the elders of Israel decided the solution was to take the Ark with them into battle (v.3).  The wicked sons of Eli consent and take the Ark out of the darkened Temple (v.4).



    A.   Substituting the Visible for the Invisible:  V.3



            1.   Instead of seeking the God of the Ark they sough the Ark of God.



NOTE: The Ark only represented the presence of God, it was not the actuality of His presence.  They mistook what they could see for the One they could not see.

       Like Israel we don not NATURALLY seek the Lord or spiritual things.  We will do any outward duty or external rite, but refuse to do what alone will suffice: seek the Lord Himself.  Instead of getting right with God, we, like Israel, devise some superstitious means of getting the victory.



             2.   They made the Ark an object of worship and trust.  v.3



                   a.   They had even convinced the Philistines.  v.6,7

                   b.   The Ark was feared instead of the Lord.



ILLUS: Some folks fool others by their outward, pious religious devotion and spiritual language.  But they don't fool God and ultimately only fool themselves.



    B.   Substituting Office for Character: v.4



           1.   Instead of calling on God they sought out the priests.

           2.   These priests were not even moral let alone spiritual.

           3.   Because they are in Aaron's line, they trusted Hophni and Phineas.



ILLUS: The blind man may wear a badge and carry a certificate that says he is a registered guide, but will you be saved from the ditch if you follow him and trust his credentials?



    C.   Substituting Enthusiasm for Faith: v.5



       	  1.   They shouted but had nothing to shout about!

2.   Faith in God often produces enthusiasm, but enthusiasm is not to be equated with faith.



ILLUS: The sects with the most enthusiasm are often those with the least truth or spirituality.  That which makes the most noise gets the most attention, but is not necessarily of God.  The Word without the Spirit produces dead orthodoxy.  The Spirit without the Word produces excitement without sound doctrine.   Zeal coupled with knowledge is the proper marriage.



    D.   Substituting Novelty for Scriptural Order: v.5-7



           1.   They placed their trust in this new method of fighting.



NOTE: There is glamour in novelty.  Often we think the newer is the truer. Like the NEW ASV or the NEW Intl. Version, etc.  But newness is without merit on its own.  That which is old is usually tested and true.

           2.   They even had their enemies fooled for a while.  v.7



    E.   Substituting Ritual for Spirituality: v.5



          1.   But God must be worshipped inwardly, not externally.

          2.   The Lord wants "living sacrifices" not dead rituals.



ILLUS: A dead thing must never be brot to the altar.  Israel never offered fish on the altar because they could not bring it there alive.  The sacrifice just be alive and its life-blood poured out warm at the altar.



    F.   Substituting Orthodoxy for Salvation: v.7



       	1.   They missed the whole point of the Ark and Temple.

          2.   They assumed the Lord of the Ark was in the camp, but it was only the Ark of the Lord.



ILLUS: The doctrine of Christ and the tenets of Christianity are like the beautiful tomb of the rich man Christ was buried in.  Without Him it is only left with graveclothes ... the trapping of the dead.  v.10-11



II. 7 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS = REVIVAL



    WHEN GOD COMES INTO THE CAMP...



    A.   God's Word Comes Alive:



     B.   Prayer Becomes Exciting:



ILLUS: God's Word and prayer are two of the dullest exercises in a carnal Christian's life.  The Book of God is closed and the heavens are as brass.  Like the Israelites, you can shout all day long in public, but God will not minister thru His Word or prayer except on His terms.  The Lamp of God, His Word, will "go out" if we become carnal and worldly.  The sacred Dove will not come to a foul nest.  There must be a purgine and cleansing first. We must deal harshly with sin in our lives and in the church.



     C.   Sinners Are Saved:



     D.  Saints Are Encouraged:



     E.   Faith Becomes Daring:



            1.   Alabaster Boxes get broken!

            2.   New vision is imparted to God's work and workers.



     F.   Service is Energized:



           1.   When service becomes drudgery you need revival.

           2.   When you get revived, service will be energized by God's Spirit.



     G.   Worship Becomes Joyful:



            1.   The services at church haven't changed, you have.

             2.   The excitement is still there, but it is gone from your life, until you get revived.



CONCL:  Unless we are careful "the Lamp of God" will go out here.  God will not stay in the camp with sin, backsliding, fightings, etc.   The Lamp of God is sputtering and flickering today in the church.  Only you and I can prevent its going out by being watchful in our lives. Unsaved, the "Lamp of God" is symbolic of the presence of God thru the Holy Spirit.  You have no light in you till He comes in.  Invite Him to come in NOW.





 “WHY THE ARK WON’T WORK”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 4:1-11



THESIS:  To show reasons for the loss of God’s power on a person or church.



INTRO:  A.  The Ark of the Covenant was symbolic of the presence and power of God.(Much like the Holy Spirit today in believers and the Church.)  In this OLD TESTAMENT account, Israel loses the Ark of God, and also the blessing and power of God.  What went wrong?

                 B.  Israel had lost 4000 men in a battle (v.2).  Their remedy?  Move the Ark from the Tabernacle and take it into battle with them (v.3a).  

                 C.  Besides moving the Ark, they were trusting in the Ark (v.3a), instead of the Lord.  (Superstition is no substitute for power [v.5-8]).  The result?  The Ark is captured, Israel flees in defeat and humiliation, there was a great slaughter of many lives, Hophni and Phineas are killed, Eli dies.  (v.17.18)  What went wrong?  The power and blessing of God departed Israel  (v.19-22).  There’s the story, here are the details.



TRANS:  Today we want to examine reasons “WHY THE ARK WON’T WORK…”



I.   BECAUSE OF SIN IN THE CAMP:  3:13



	A.   Eli Failed To Deal With His Son’s Sins:



1.   No doubt the fact that Israel was trusting in the Ark instead of the God of the Ark brought about their failure in part.

2.   But as usual there are underlying causes for the removal of God’s power and blessing, and sin is always the reason.



a.   In this case, the failure of the leadership, caused the elders to be carnal and they in turn caused the people to fail.  4:3,4a  (chain of command)

              	   b.   Eli was charged with the spiritual oversight of his people – when he failed, they failed.



	  B.   We Need To Deal With Our Sins:



ILLUS:  We have the mentality that if we do certain things, God will wink at our sin.  “Well, I am a teacher, bus worker, musician, asst. pastor, deacon, preacher…so God understands my sin.”  NO HE DOESN’T!   Somebody says, “I am a soul-winner, so God understands my sin.”  Soul-winners must stay clean just like everyone else.  Your Christian service does not excuse your sin.  

                   I heard a preacher tell about a man who was a good soul-winner in his church, but his wife walked around with a bad spirit all the time.  Finally one day she went to the preacher and said:  “I hate to tell you this preacher, but my husband has been beating me.”  This man had over 100 on his bus regularly, but he was a low-down, dirty, sorry wife-beater!  And GOD DOESN’T UNDERSTAND!

                   Could it be that the reason there is no power and no blessing in your life, in your ministry, or in our church, is because there is unconfessed, unjudged sin in your life?!  We need to deal with our sins!



II.  BECAUSE OF A LACK OF FAITHFULNESS:  2:27 -32



	A.   Eli Failed in Faithfulness:



		  1.   A prophet came to remind Eli of the responsibilities of the priesthood.

2.   He said his primary responsibility was to be faithful to the Lord, and not put anything or any-  one above Him.  V.29



			     a.   Eli placed his sons above the Lord.

                    b.   Eli placed his personal comfort and desires above the Lord.



ILLUS:  Note in v.29 the emphasis on his physical stature (“fat”), and also again in 4:18, where it says he was not only “an old man” but also “heavy.”  This man liked to eat and his weakness led to a lack of faithfulness and untrustworthiness to the work of the Lord.

         

              3.   He prophesied that because of his failure to be faithful, Israel would suffer.v.31,32



	  B.   We Must Not Fail To Be Faithful:



ILLUS:  Jim Vinyard said that the one thing can give God today that He will bless is our faithfulness.

We need a resurrection of faithfulness at Faith Baptist!  Faithfulness in Sunday School, in the services, on the bus routes, in soul-winning, in giving!  Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all your might.  If you are going to work on buses, do your best (Mr. Ferguson).  If you are going to clean, do your best (Mrs. Woodbury).  If you are going to sing, do your best (Mrs. Stec).  If you are going to play, do your best (Jon Guy).  If you are going to lead the choir, do your best (Mr. Kenney).  If you are going to usher, do your best (Mr. Light, Mr. Givens).  If you are going to give, do your best (all). 



		     1.   Eli failed to discipline his sons, instead of just lightly rebuke them.

     2.   Eli judged the nation for 40 years, but he wasn’t faithful to the task God had assigned him,  

beginning at home.



ILLUS:  Eli should have wailed the tails of his 2 sinful sons!  He should have made them do right.  If Eli had disciplined them, God would not have had to kill them.  If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged!   Don’t let things slide till God has to handle the problem.  Bring your sins to the altar in old-fashioned repentance, confession and enjoy God’s forgiveness and restoration!  Don’t wait till it’s too late.



III.  BECAUSE OF IGNORING HIS WORD:  Ex. 40:36-38



    A.   Eli and the Elders Ignored God’s Word:



NOTE:  Over the Ark was the Shekineh glory, or visible presence of the Lord, which moved when God wanted the Ark moved.  This presumptuous act of moving the Ark without God’s presence indicating a move would prove disastrous.  



		 1.   Eli knew better, the elders knew better,  the people knew better.

           2.   God held them all accountable for ignoring His plain commands in His Word.



ILLUS:  Our problem is not that we don’t understand the Scripture, it is that we don’t obey the Scripture.



	B.   We Must Not Ignore The Word of God:



		   1.   We do so at great peril to ourselves, our family and our church.

             2.   We do so at great cost to ourselves, our family and our church.



			      a.   We can’t rob God and expect God to bless us financially.

                     b.   We can’t expect God’s blessings if we don’t pay our bills.

                     c.   We can’t expect Him to save souls through us if we don’t obey Him.

                     d.   We can’t expect God to bless our home if we don’t have a devotional life.

			       e.   We can’t expect God to answer our prayers if we neglect His Word.



Proverbs 28:9

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.



IV.  BECAUSE OF LOST COMMITMENT:  2:35,36



	A.   Eli Lost His Heart For God:



ILLUS:  No doubt when Eli was young, and before he had children or when they were small, he had a great commitment to the Lord and His work.  After all, he was the High Priest!  He was surely zealous, ambitious, faithful, and a blessing to the people.   But because he refused to discipline his sons, he was no longer the example to the people, and in pleasing his sons (who were not even believers!), he no longer pleased the One he was called to serve.  His lost heart caused him to lose everything else dear to him and dear to God.		



		 1.   Familiarity breeds contempt.



			   a.   Perhaps Eli just became “used to” the blessings of God.

                  b.   Maybe Eli just lost the excitement of serving the Lord.

              

ILLUS:  No doubt when he first entered the Holy Place dressed in his high priestly garments of “lights and perfections” and when he first ascended the stairs to the top of the brazen altar and offered there the first lamb, he was filled with excitement and anticipation.  But the novelty wore off; the excitement diminished.  Along came his new sons, Hophni and Phineas and his old enthusiasm returned, but in the wrong direction.

                 There is nothing wrong with enjoying the blessings of God as long as they don’t replace your fellowship with God!  There is nothing wrong with enjoying the gifts of God as long as they don’t replace the Giver.



	B.   We Must Not Lose Our Heart For God:

 

		   1.   The excitement of salvation and sins forgiven must stay with us throughout our  life.

             2.   The joy of our salvation must be a constant source of rejoicing to us.

             3.   The commitment we made when God saved us and set us apart must never be abated.



CONCL:  God’s blessing and power was manifest in the presence of the Ark in the OLD TESTAMENT   His blessing and power is manifest in the presence of the Holy Spirit in the NEW TESTAMENT  It is what we want and need, but “THE ARK WON’T WORK” … BECAUSE OF SIN IN OUR LIVES,  BECAUSE OF A LACK OF FAITHFULNESS,  BECAUSE WE IGNORE HIS WORD or BECAUSE WE LOSE OUR COMMITMENT.  Don’t let it happen to YOU!





“POWER OUTAGE”



TEXT:  1 Sam. 4:1-7:14



INTRO:  A.  Nobody but a bat appreciates a power outage.  For some people, the worst time for an outage is during a Monday Night Football game in the 4th quarter when the game is tied!  



But anytime is a disaster for a child of God.  Israel had a “POWER OUTAGE” which plunged the nation into spiritual darkness for more than 20 years!  God had removed His power from them.



NOTE:  The question we want to address tonight is DO YOU HAVE A POWER OUTAGE? And, also, what are the effects to others if you do?



POWER LOST:  (1 Sam. 4)



ILLUS:  Samuel was a man of God, but he was just one man.  God communicated His message thru this man, but Samuel couldn’t be everywhere at once tending to everyone’s spiritual needs.  Besides every man was accountable to God for his own attitudes and actions.  No one could excuse his sin by saying Samuel wasn’t avail for them (just as no Christian today can excuse his neglect of spirituality by saying the Pastor doesn’t visit him enough, or personally meet with him enough, etc.



The Underlying Causes:  v.1-10



No one sought God’s man for counsel before this first battle and 4000 men died.  v.2

They assumed that their lack of spiritual strength was because the Ark of the Covenant was not in their camp.  v.3 

 

The Ark was a symbol of God’s presence among His people, but it was not God Himself.  

“IT may save us…”

The Ark was also not just some good luck charm God had given them.

The sinful sons of Samuel, Hophni and Phineas accompanied the Ark.  v.4

The Ark seemed to bring encouragement and joy.  v.5



ILLUS:  Here is a graphic picture of the believer today who believes that if he or she attends church regularly or has daily devotions, etc. God is bound to honor him or her.  Or it may portray the materialistic believer that because he or she has many possessions, all is well between them and the Lord.  (With y2k on the way those who put their trust in possessions may be suddenly awakened to reality!)



It wasn’t the Ark which safely guided Israel thru the wilderness, but the God of the Ark!

It wasn’t the Ark which performed the miracles of manna and water from the rock, it was God, using His man.



At first Israel’s enemies shared in their superstition, especially when they heard the joy in 

the camp.  v.6

At first they were terrified, but then they took heart and braced for the fight.  v.7-9

Their courage wasn’t unfounded; they slaughtered 30,000 Israelite soldiers and sent the rest 

scurrying for their lives.  v.10



WHAT WENT WRONG?  



  1.  Lack of prayer.      

  2.  Failure to consult God and His man.    

  3.  Self-confidence.

  4.  Disregard for right and wrong (trusting Hophni and Phineas).   

  5.  Removing the Ark from the Tabernacle without God’s instructions to do so.   

  6.  Misplaced faith.



        These should serve as warnings to us today, that we too can experience a “POWER OUTAGE” if we are not careful.



The Ultimate Consequence:  v.11-22



Israel not only lost their power and their people they even lost the Ark! (the very thing they 

were trusting in)  v.11a

Hophni and Phineas also died in the battle!  v.11b

God’s judgment, as predicted in 3:11-14 was falling.



NOTE:  God’s Word is sure regardless of appearances!



When the tragic news reached God’s man, Samuel fell from his seat and ended up with a 

broken neck along with his already broken heart.v.13-18



ILLUS:  We can only wonder how differently things might have turned out if God’s man had been the father he should have been, the consistently faithful priest and the diligent guardian of the house of God, God wanted him to be.



When the bad news came to Phineas’ pregnant wife, she had a premature delivery and she 

named her baby “Ichabod” (“the glory of the Lord is departed”).  v.19-22



II.  POWER RESTORED:  (5:1-7:14)



After God’s Judgment:  5:1-7:2



The Philistines god, Dagon, is judged.  v.1-4

The Philistines are plagued with  “emerods” (old Eng. spelling for hemmoroids) in their

“secret parts (v.9).  v.5,6

The Philistines don’t repent, they send the Ark away to Ekron.  v.7-10

God then judges the Ekronights also with death and emerods persuading them to appeal to the

Philistines to send the Ark back to Israel.  v.11-12

They suggest sending the Ark back to Israel with a trespass offering of 5 golden emerods and 5 

golden mice (possibly because they associated the disease with mice – causing some to believe that this was the bubonic plague), corresponding to the number of major Philistine cities.  (6:1-6)

The Philistines took their advice and loaded the Ark on a 2 wheel cart drawn by 2 cows with 

young calves, superstitiously reasoning that the cows separated from their calves returned to them, God had not sent the plague, but if not then He had.  v.7-11



Contrary to motherly instinct the cows went straight to Bethshemesh. v.12-14

The Levites then offered the cows as an offering and broke up the cart.  v.  15-18

But the men of the town looked into the Ark and God slew 50,070 of them because of their 

presumption.  v.19

Finally the Ark is returned to Kirjath-jearim, where it stood for 20 years. v.20-7:2



After Israel Repented:



Samuel calls for national repentance and a return to God.



a.   That meant putting away false gods (Baal and his consort Ashtaroth).

 b.   Samuel promises God would then deliver Israel from Philistine domination (7:3), in other

 words their power would be restored.

 c.   The people responded positively and Samuel offered a sacrifice for the people and prayed 

 for them. v.4-9

 d.   While this was going on the Philistines were poised for a strike against Israel, but God 

 intervened supernaturally and the Philistines suffered heavy casualties. v.10  POWER  

               RESTORED!



CONCL:  It is wonderful to have God on your side.  How many times must He intervene on our behalf without our knowledge – when we walk with Him?  How many times does He simply allow us to go our willful way and does nothing to help us when we are without Him or His power?  Beware POWER OUTAGES! 





Yes We Can HAVE REVIVAL II



  TEXT: I Sam. 7:1-14



  THESIS: To reveal more principles for revival from the text.



INTRO: A. Israel was in bondage to two enemies.  The Philistines held them in physical bondage.  Idolatry held them in spiritual bondage. They had recovered the Ark of the Covenant 20 yrs. earlier, but they continued to worship Baalim (male gods) and Ashtaroth (female gods), the gods and godesses of the Philistines.  (We must be careful that we do not place ourselves into bondage to anyone or anything but the Lord.)



                 B. During these 20 yrs. Samuel the prophet/priest prayed and preached calling Israel to repentance and revival.  It was like a battering ram against a wall that didn't seem to tremble but at last the inert mass began to crack.  As constant dripping of water wears away a solid rock, the unceasing warnings and appeals wore down Israel's resistance and v. 2 records "and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord..."



ILLUS: For nearly 20 yrs. I have been preaching, praying and hammering away at your hearts for revival and repentance.  I will do so today and in the days ahead until "all the church of Fairless Hills laments after the Lord..."



TRANS: In the text we will find the steps to revival for Israel and those same concepts will bring us to revival here.



  I.  AWARENESS: v.l-2



      A.   Frustration:



l.   When the Philistines had the Ark in their possession the Israelites said "Let us fetch the Ark.out of Shiloh unto us that, when it cometh among us, it may save us..."  4:3

2.   They had been lamenting after the symbol of their deliverance instead of the One behind that symbol.



ILLUS: Today's idolaters pray to crucifixes, statues, etc. instead of to the One they supposedly represent and no answer is possible. Or, in our circles we trust in services, service, activity, etc. for revival instead of the Savior and the Holy Spirit.



a.   It is only when we come to the end of ourselves and our resources that we can find revival in Him.

b.   When we finally weary of our bondage and "lament after the Lord" then there is hope for revival.



  ILLUS: The word "lamented" means to sorrow and sigh, to moan and cry after.



      B.   Futility:



l.   Israel had finally wearied of their bondage and false hopes in deliverance thru their false gods and symbols.

         		2.   In utter frustration and futility they finally turn to God's man.



  II.   CLEANSING: v.3-4



      A.   Repenting:  v.3



l.   There could be no true revival until they cleansed their hearts and their homes of the idols they were serving.

2.   The man of God sounds the alarm and sets forth the conditions to renewed fellowship with the Lord.



Ex. 34:14  

For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: 



            We have no idea how long during those 20 yrs. they "lamented after the Lord" before they finally met God's conditions and "put away the strange gods..."



      B.   Consenting:  v.4



             l.   First they lamented, then they repented, then they consented!

             2.   This is a good order for any today looking for revival.



     QUES: What is the strange god you need to put away today?!



  III. CONFESSION: v.5-8



      A.   Conviction: v.5



             l.   Samuel calls the people together and promises to pray for them.

            2.   Here God's man is finally respected and elevated to the office God called him to.

   3.  Their hearts surely smote them for their former disrespect and the Holy Spirit brought deep

   conviciton - without which there is no deep revival.



      B.   Admission: v.6



             l.   Here finally is their confession "we have sinned against the Lord."

             2.   Only now could Samuel begin his work toward them.



      C.   Opposition: v.7



         	    l.    Whenever the winds of revival begin the opposition starts.

2.   When your heart is revived Satan and his cohorts will do everything in their power to dis-courage and defeat you.



ILLUS: Satan never bothers the backslider.  He has been neutralized. Neutralized saints are no threat to his kingdom. Only the spiritual saint receives Satan's attention.  Beware if all men speak well of you, or if things are going too smoothly...better check your heart. Satan declares war on the saint the day he makes a committment to serve the Lord wholeheartedly, but "greater is He that is in you..."



      D.   Submission: v.8-9



  ILLUS: Suddenly the preacher they despised becomes a friend.



           l.   They believed Samuel's (God's) word and submitted to his judgment.

           2.   They trusted in Samuel's prayers in their behalf. v.8

           3.   They had faith in Samuel's sacrifice. v.9



  IV. VICTORY: v.10-13



      A.   Intervention: v.10



         	   l.   When God is on your side prayers get answered, miracles happen and He gets the glory.

2.   God doesn't work miracles every day, but the Israelites needed to be encouraged, so the Lord spoke out of the awesome thunder.



Psalm 104:7  

At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 



      B.   Courage: v.11



             l.   The formerly cowardly Iraelites now have great boldness.

             2.   They know God is on their side and God and one make a majority.



ILLUS: Spirit fullness and boldness comes with revival.  You can pray effectively again, give courageously again, witness powerfully again.



      C.   Testimony: v.l2



l.   These who had previously been ashamed had their testimony restored and erected a monument to their God and His power.

         		2.   "Ebenezer" means "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."



      D.   Peace: v.13



      E.   Restoration: v.l4



ILLUS: They were once again able to possess their possessions.  God has so much more for us than we are generally able to receive.  But when we get revived, He is able to open the windows of heaven and share with us those blessings.

          John Wesley said: "Give me l00 men who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I will shake the world."



CONCL:  YES WE CAN! HAVE REVIVAL!  But we need deep conviciton of sin and a genuine lamenting after God before we can expect to hear from heaven.  Are you ready?!  Are there some idols that need to be destroyed?  Are you frustrated enough with your sin?  Will you confess your need, cry out to Him and seek His blessing?





“YOU MIGHT BE SORRY IF YOU GET YOUR OWN WAY”



TEXT:  1 Sam. 7:15-9:27



INTRO:  A.  Often children demand what they want, not knowing the consequences. They prefer candy to real food and don’t realize that they need something nourishing. It is easy for young couples to want to have the things they see others have (a new home, car, state-of-the-art entertainment units, etc., then not be able to afford the basics or the best (a Christian education for their children, giving to the church or missions, etc.). It is easy to fall into the trap of buying into the so-called “good life” at the cost of our spiritual life.  Church members become dissatisfied with their traditional church services and ask “Why can’t we do what they do at Vanity Fair Church?”



ILLUS:  A preacher friend called yesterday to inform me that our church’s name and my name were listed in the BBF directory of churches.  He had just been to the annual convention and was appalled at what he saw and heard.  No more hymn books…only choruses, the pastors called by their first names, any Bible version you choose, standards eliminated in the name of “Christian liberty,” entertainment replaced preaching, a dramatic change in music, etc.



Israel fell into a similar trap.  Instead of focusing on the benefits of knowing and serving their Almighty King, they focused on their heathen neighbors’ situations.  Each of those nations had a King, a human leader.



I.  THE DEMAND FOR A KING:  (7:15-8:10)



The Reasons:  (7:15-8:6)



1.   There was a unanimous decision by the elders to have a King.  v.4

 2.   They told Samuel he was too old to lead and his sons were unfit.  v.5



ILLUS:  It was true that the sons of Samuel were greedy, money-hungry and crooked.  (v.3) They didn’t have the godly character of their father.  The elders solution was to change the structure of the Govt., making them like the surrounding nations.

If a nation, or a church, begins to fail, they don’t need a organizational change they need a change of heart.  The problem is always spiritual!



 3.   Samuel was crushed that though he had been a true man of God and had worked hard for 

 Israel that they wanted to turn him out to pasture.

 4.   It wasn’t easy for Samuel to hear that he was no longer needed or wanted, but he did the right `thing…he prayed!  v.6  (It’s always better to pray than pout!)



B.   God’s Response:  (8:7-10)



1.   The Lord consoles Samuel and assures him that they weren’t simply rejecting him, but the 

Lord.  v.7-8



ILLUS:  Up to this time Israel had been under a Theocracy…God was their King. The nation had promised under Moses to obey the Lord in everything and had failed miserably.  Now they wanted to replace the rule of the eternal King with the rule of an earthly King.  



II.  THE DEMANDS OF A KING:  (8:11-22)



A.   The Price Explained:  v.11-18



1.   Israel would learn the hard way the cost of their decision for a monarchial form of Govern-

ment



a.   Their young men would be drafted as infantrymen, cavalry, support forces (providing food, weapons and building war machines).  v.11-12

b.   Their young women would lose their independence also, working in the palace, making perfumes, spices, cooking meals and baking.  v.13

c.   Home owners and farmers would pay a high price also: the King would seize the best farms, vineyards and orchards, impose heavy taxes and make them servants.  v.14-17



2.   Finally they would cry out for relief from such oppressive rule, but He would turn a deaf ear.  v.18



ILLUS:  I wonder how often we become sorry we got our own way, and end up complaining to the Lord for something we asked for!  We wanted that home and now the payments are killing us.  We wanted that car and the repairs are eating us up.  We wanted that TV, VCR, computer, etc. and realize the toll it takes on our time and the damage it is doing to our spiritual life. 



A.   The Advise Ignored:  v.19-22



1.   People bent on having their own way refuse good counsel…even when it comes from the   

Lord (His Word).

2.   People prefer to make their own mistakes instead of learning to accept wise counsel even if they see the harm done to others!  v.19

3.   They thought it would be glorious or glamorous to go into battle led by their own earthly King.  v.20-22

   4.   They were about to get the “desires of their heart” and experience “leanness to their soul;”

   they would get their own way and be sorry in the end!



III . THE DILIGENCE OF THE KING: 1 Sam. 9



ILLUS:  Enter Saul!  Neither God nor God’s man, nor even Saul himself had a clue that God was about to crown this handsome young man King over Israel!  v.1,2  How often in our own lives is God working without our knowledge?  He is never caught off guard or surprised.  God doesn’t need an “undo” button on His computer, because He never makes mistakes.  He does however have a back-up system, so that if man messes up His original plan, He will go to the back-up plan – even if it isn’t what He originally intended and even if it isn’t in man’s best interest.

             Saul had several good qualities.  He was tall, handsome, young, willing to be a servant to his father when he lost some livestock and was even concerned about his father’s anxiety over his absence.  v. 3-5



	A.   Searching For Lost Donkeys:  v.1-10



1.   Saul was humble enough to accept his servants counsel concerning the man of God (Samuel)  

for direction.  v.6



ILLUS:  Christians may have many good qualities and be admired by others, but they may be secretly rebellious toward the Lord and refuse to accept godly counsel from others.  They may have humility in their personality, but have pride in their hearts!

		

B.   Searching For the Lord’s Prophet:  v.11-17



1.   They seek out Samuel thru the advice of a young girl who informs them that Samuel would 

that day be offering a sacrifice.  v.11-13

2.   When Saul and Samuel meet God speaks to Samuel and identifies Saul as the King of Israel.  

v.15-17

         

C.   Searching For The Lord’s Will:  v.18-27

 

1.   Another good quality of Saul’s at this stage in his life was his humility in the presence of the 

man of God and what he had revealed to him.  v.21

   2.   Saul is honored by Samuel in a special banquet where he is the honored guest. v.22-23

   3.   Saul is then given counsel and anointed the King!  v.25-27 and 10:1



ILLUS:  Israel got what they wanted, but God didn’t get what He wanted!  Is that the way it is in our lives sometimes?!  Israel got the desire of their heart, a King, but God didn’t get the King’s heart.  Saul served his earthly father with humility, but would not serve his heavenly father with humility.   Israel will be sorry they got their own way!



CONCL:  You had better consider carefully and prayerfully any decision you make and be certain that it is what the Lord wants and not just what you want.  God may give you what you want, but you need to know the long-range implications of any decision that is not in harmony with God’s will for you, or “YOU MIGHT BE SORRY IF YOU GET YOUR OWN WAY!”





"FROM GRACE TO DISGRACE"



TEXT: I Sam. 9:1-2



THESIS: To show that it is better to start low and rise high than to begin on top and end up on the bottom.



INTRO: A. It is better to start low and rise high than to begin on top and end up on the bottom.  How you finish is more important than how you start. It is better to go from disgrace to grace than to go "FROM GRACE TO DISGRACE."



               B. We want to take a look at three men who started high and ended low. These three men had everything going for them at the beginning and threw it all away.  These three men had special gifts, privileges, honors, status and position that others only dream about, but in all three cases they ended up in shame.  They all went "FROM GRACE TO DISGRACE"!



I.  THE KING WHO LOST HIS CROWN: SAUL



    A.   Started in Greatness:



           1.   He was born into a great family.  v.1  "a mighty man of power"

           2.   Saul was a "cut above other men": v.2a  "a choice young man"

           3.   He was a "superior personality":  v.2b  "goodly"

           4.   More likeable than any other in Israel: v.2c "goodlier..."



NOTE: The KJB translates this root word as beautiful, best, bountiful, cheerful, at ease, fair, favorable, gracious, kind, loving, most pleasant, well-favored.  Saul had it all!!!



           5.   Taller than any of the people: v.2d ; "higher than..."



ILLUS: Here was an impressive man!  He was Mr. Personality. He was suave, handsome, sophisticated, imposing in stature and no doubt charming.

        Natural gifts and characteristics can be a blessing or a blight.  Look at the countless beautiful women who are captured for the porn industry be- cause of their appearance.  Often, talented people misuse or abuse their God-given gifts.  Elvis Presley had a great voice and started out, as many others, singing in church...but the world took notice...



    B.   Ended in Humiliation:



           1.   He intruded into the priest's office.  13:8-11

           2.   He again offered sacrifice in direct disobedience to God.  15:22-23



ILLUS: Beware the journey "FROM GRACE TO DISGRACE"!  Never allow your natural gifts, abilities or characteristics nor your calling, status or position to make you proud where you move apart from God's leading or in direct opposition to His revelation!  Saul ended up rejected by God and all who disobey deliberately will do so as well.



NOTE: Another Saul went FROM DISGRACE TO GRACE.  He who was small in stature became great in grace.  Paul the Apostle saw the pitfalls and he warned:



I Cor. 9:27  

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 



3.   We cannot say with certainty if Saul was even saved, but we can say: HIS PRIDE RUINED HIM!



II.   THE JUDGE WHO WAS SENTENCED TO DEATH: SAMSON



    A.   Started in Strength:



Judges 13:24-25  

24 And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him.

25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol. 



           1.   His first recorded act of supernatural power was when he killed a lion barehanded.

           2.   He later slew 1000 Philistines with the jawbone of an ass.

           3.   God's power was upon Samson as upon no other human being.



ILLUS: He judged Israel for 20 years, and for 20 years God wonderfully blessed him, in spite of his failures!  But even God's longsuffering wears thin when his children ignore His precepts, warnings and commands.



    B.   Ended in Weakness:



           1.   His weakness was lust!

           2.   His lust led him into sin with wicked women.

           3.   His sin sucked him ever downward in a spiral of disobedience.

             4.   Because of his continued strength, he thought he was invincible.



ILLUS: The strongest man who ever lived was brought to shame and disgrace by the sin of lust.  While it is true that the Spirit of God can no longer leave the believer, the power of God can!  Beware lust.  The same sin that slew Samson can ruin you!  Those raunchy videos, magazines, movies, photos, jokes, and music will rob you of your power with God and men!

        Too many men-of-God had God's blessings upon them and because of that they thought that they too could play around with lust and sin and it destroyed them and brought reproach upon the Lord and His Work!



             5.   What a pathetic sight the famous strong man had become.



Judges 16:21  

But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house. 



             6.   His name meant "sunny" but he ends up in darkness!

             7.   It is true that Samson was saved, but ultimately, HIS LUST KILLED HIM!



III. THE APOSTLE WHO BETRAYED HIS MASTER: JUDAS



    A.   Started with Promise:



           1.   He was called by Christ Himself to be an Apostle!

           2.   He was given all the power and privileges of the other Apostles!



Mt. 10:7-8   

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 



           3.   He is always included in lists of "The Twelve".



ILLUS: In a message I pose the question: "Was Judas Christ's One Mistake?"  Of course the answer is absolutely not.  Jesus didn't make a mistake, Judas did!  He abused and misused his position of privilege.  While the fire of Christ's fellowship purged out the dross from the others, it hardened Judas' heart.

        Beware, the same thing can happen to you!  Familiarity breeds contempt in some.  In others it breeds sweetness and intimacy.  Those who only attend services never knew what this church is really all about.  Others who get involved in various ministries will either see the blessings and partake of the rewards or will become bitter and resentful and become hardened.



    B.   Ended as a Traitor:



       	  1.   His name comes from Judah which means "praise".

       	  2.   Jesus renamed him "the son of perdition" (meaning "waste").

3.   Judas wasted his privilege, made a mockery of his position and turned on the One Who loved him and elevated him to the highest calling in history, shared by only 11 other human beings.

            4.   Judas was definightly not saved, in spite of his place of privilege!

  5.   Judas had it all but he sold his friend and Savior for 30 pieces. of silver because HIS GREED

   OVERCAME HIM!



NOTE: Pride, lust and greed.  These sins destroyed 3 men who started out with grace and ended in disgrace.  They all held positions of power and leadership and ended up losing everything, including their lives.  They all allowed their calling to corrupt them.



CONCL:  Samson was saved.  We wouldn't know it by his life, but God says so. Saul may or may not have been saved.  His life speaks against it and God never tells us.  Judas was lost.  His life and position could have fooled us, but God says otherwise.

         You may fool others because of your calling, position or power, but God knows your heart.  Are you fooling around with sin which will rob you of your power and position and which will ultimately destroy you?  Are you even saved?





 “GOD SAVE THE KING!”



TEXT:  1 Sam. 10-12



INTRO:  A.  Saul was about to become Israel’s first King.  Of course they were formerly under God’s direct direction and had no real need of a King.  Saul was about to learn that God’s appointment or calling is His enablement.  (If you are unable to do what you believe God has called you to do, then a reevaluation is in order.			



           B.  Saul had met the man-of-God, Samuel and he had told him that he would reveal to Saul God’s Word to him.  9:27 At this point in his life, Saul seemed to have a genuine interest in God’s Word and will for his life, though he had no idea what that would be.  



ILLUS:  Today God continues to use His man to reveal things to His people.  No one today receives direct revelation, but we do have a revelation…called the Bible, and it is often the man of God preaching or teaching God’s Word which God uses to speak to people’s hearts.



I.   GOD CHOOSES A KING:  1 Sam. 10

								

A.   Saul’s Private Anointing:  v.1-16



1.   Samuel pours oil on Saul’s head, a symbol of God’s call and enablement, the Holy Spirit. 

v.1

   2.   Samuel gives Saul 3 signs to confirm his anointing.



a.   Saul would meet 2 men who would tell him that the lost donkeys were found and that his 

father was worried about him.  v.2

     b.   Saul would meet 3 men on their way to Bethel with designated items. v.3

c.   Saul would meet a group of prophets and Saul would prophesy with them, thus con-

firming God’s call to Saul.   v.5-7

     d.   Saul would then have to wait 7 days till Samuel arrived to offer sacrifice.  v.8



ILLUS:  Often those who are to be used of God must wait (God is never in a hurry!). Examples:  Joseph, Moses, David, John the Baptist, etc.



      e.   It may be at this time that Saul is saved or at the least receives God’s enablement for   

	service; God gives him “another heart” and he is able to prophesy.  v.9-10

ILLUS:  As is often the case, the man whom God calls does not receive a warm reception.  People tend to think that people they know are too “ordinary” to be a real God-called servant.  Or sometimes they just know the person well and only see him/her in light of their past.  But God uses the foolish, weak, lowly, despised and the nothings of this world to confound the “wise.”  This leaves no opportunity for human boasting.  v.11  Someone rose to Saul’s defense and reminded them that the prophets’ parents hadn’t made their sons prophets.  v.12  Only God can make a true man of God.



  3.   After Saul’s unique experience, he goes to worship and praise the Lord.  v.13

  4.   Then he meets his uncle and tells him about the missing donkeys, but doesn’t mention the   

  fact that he would be Israel’s first king.  v.14-16

		

B.   Saul’s Public Appointment:  v.17-27



1.   Samuel calls for a national assembly to Mizpeh, a place of revival, to announce Saul’s king-

ship.  v.17

2.   In a brief history lesson, he also rebukes the people for rejecting God in favor of a human  king.  v.18-19

3.   He also ceremoniously has each tribe pass before him and finally selects the tribe of Benjamin, and then narrows down the search for the King to the family of Matri and Kish was selected, but Saul was missing.  v.20-22

4.   Saul was hiding among the baggage of the tribes and God revealed his hiding place and Saul  

stepped into the midst standing impressively “head and shoulders” above all others.  v.23

    5.   The gathered assembly begin to shout “GOD SAVE THE KING!”  v.24

    6.   Samuel then gives written instructions about he new monarchy.  v.25

    7.   God touched the hearts of some godly men to follow and support the new King (v.26), but

    the idolaters among the Israelites despised Saul and Saul ignored their obvious slur in not giving

              the new King gifts.  v.27



ILLUS:  Realize that even when God is directing you (and maybe even especially then), some people will not accept the fact and will oppose you.



II.   GOD CONFIRMS THE KING:  1 Sam. 11-12



    A.   Through Saul’s Victory:  11:1-15



  1.   Suddenly the wicked Ammonights show up to challenge and threaten Israel. v.1-2



ILLUS:  Rest assured that anytime you attempt to do anything for the Lord, the devil and his cohorts, and your flesh will soon rise up in opposition.



   2.   God is always more than up to the challenge and fills Saul with His Spirit.  v.6



ILLUS:  I find it interesting that when the Spirit of God comes upon Saul that his response is anger!  (The attack upon God, his people or his man is sufficient justification for anger.  The lily-livered, weak-spined, namby-pamby, wishy-washy believers today ought to learn to get angry or “righteously indignant” over threats to our Savior or His Church!)  



   3.   The enemy shows up just in time to vindicate Saul’s kingship!  

4.   Saul proves that he is more than up to the task and reveals some military prowess and 

  defeats the enemy.  v.11

     5.   Saul shows mercy to his detractors after the great victory.  v.12-13

     6.   Now Saul can be publicly declared the King of Israel.  v.14-15



    B.   Through Samuel’s Verification:  12:1-25



   1.   Samuel first verifies his trustworthiness to declare Saul’s kingship.  v.1-3

   2.   Samuel gives them an overview of their history and God’s faithfulness.  v.4-12

   3.   Samuel gives them a threat and a promise, based on their behavior.  v.13-15

4.   Samuel tells them that God would verify Saul’s position over them by sending thunder and 

 rain at harvest time (unusual).  v.16-17

   5.   Samuel then calls upon His God to authenticate both his and Saul’s ministries, and God 

    immediately does so.  v.18

   6.   Samuel the aged priest then assures Israel that, in spite of the hardness of their heart, he   

   would pray for them.  v.19-25



ILLUS:  When we make stupid decisions and fail to be obedient to the Lord and even sin willfully against Him, He nevertheless is merciful and extends grace to us in giving us another chance!  



CONCL:  The theme of this series is “A HEART FOR SERVICE!”  Note the Holy Spirit’s admonition to His people in v.20 and v. 24.  Blessing for service is a conditional promise!  Do you have “A HEART FOR SERVICE?!”  At this point in his life Saul did, but as you know he later lost it and blessings upon him and Israel ceased.

  



“IF I HAD A PASTOR”



TEXT:  1 Sam. 10:26



THESIS:  To show the relationship between a Pastor and his people.



INTRO:  A.  There is something everyone here has that I cannot have.  There is someone everyone here can look to that I cannot.  There is someone everyone here has a right to that I don’t have.  I don’t have and can’t have a Pastor.  I remember when I did have a Pastor.  He was a blessing to me and I trust I was a blessing to him.  But there are some things that I have learned over the years that would have made me a greater blessing if I had known.  That is why I am preaching this message.

             B.   “IF I HAD A PASTOR” there are some things I would do to be a help nd encouragement to him, that would make him a better servant, a better preacher and a better man of God…



1   I’D PRAY FOR HIM:  (Moses, Aaron and Hur: Ex. 7:9-13)

 

A.   Because His Victory Is My Victory:



ILLUS:  You will find out that this message is not as self-serving as you may have assumed.  I am not just trying to get your help, sympathy or service; I am trying to get us to work together for God’s glory.  I am also interested in helping you.  Because God put me in this position of leadership, he desires the followship to be blessed thru the support they give to their God-appointed leader.





            1.   If I wanted a better Pastor, I would need to pray for him.

            2.   If I wanted a better preacher, I would need to pray for him.

            3.   I realize that if God answers my prayers, I will benefit.



   B.   Because He is Satan’s Target:



          1.   The principle is to attack the leader to hurt the followers.



Jer. 23:1-2a  

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!  saith the Lord.  Therefore saith the Lord…against the pastors that feed my people:  Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away,…



            2.   When the leader is injured the followers suffer.



1 Chron. 21:1,14 

And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel…so the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel: and there fell of Israel 70,000 men.



ILLUS:  I would pray for his physical health, so he can continue to lead.  I would pray for his spiritual health, so he can be an example to the flock.  I would pray that the Lord would keep him from sin, so he can lead with power.  I have no doubt that the prayers of God’s people have protected me over the years and given me the health to go on, the spiritual strength to build the church and the protection from grievous sin so there can continue to be power in the pulpit.

		No doubt I have been protected from discouragement and distraction over the years or I would have quit the ministry or gotten sidetracked.



11   I’D DEFEND HIM:  (DAVID: 2 Sam. 16:5-6)



A.   Because He Is God’s Man:



   1.   He will be criticized (sometimes justly), but he would need my defense.

   2.   He is just flesh (like me), and will make mistakes, but God called him. 1 Sam. 24:4-6

3.   He will come under fire for doing right; he will be misunderstood, maligned, misrepresented 

and even misquoted.

4.   His motives will be questioned but my position is to defend him so God’s work can   progress.



111   I’D HELP HIM:  (BARNABAS: Acts 9:26-27)



    A.   Because Helping Him Helps The Church:



ILLUS:  Barnabas’ defense of Paul before the other Apostles put him in a position to serve the Lord as Paul’s assistant and he and Paul were able to minister to Gentiles and to plant many churches for God’s glory.



 1.   I’d volunteer my services to help God’s man do God’s work.

 2.   I’d teach a class (I did), I’d go soul-winning (I did), I’d take a youth group (I did), I’d help on 

 work days (I did), I’d use my talents to encourage the Pastor (I did), I’d seek his counsel (I  did), 

          I’d tried to be a blessing (I believe I was).

ILLUS:  Would you like me to show you the church today?  Nursery and Toddler wrkrs. stand.  S.S. teachers stand.  All Bus Workers.  Children’s Church workers.  Deaf Workers. Handicapped workers.  C-Club workers.  Deacons.  S.S. officers.  Ushers.  Financial officers.  Ladies and men who give of their time to do work here.  Soul-winners.  Those who visit the sick, shut-ins, etc., etc.



    B.   Because Helping Him Benefits Me:



  1.   As I lighten his load, it frees him to help him be a greater blessing to me and others.

  2.   As I lighten his load, I share in the blessings, victories and rewards of the ministry.



2 Cor. 8:23  

“…Titus…my partner and fellow helper…”



1V   I’D ENCOURAGE HIM:  (ONESIPHORUS:  2 Tim. 1:16-18)



A.   Refreshing Him Blesses Me:



   1.   You refresh the preacher when you respond to the messages.

   2.   You refresh the preacher when you care for his and his family’s needs.

   3.   You refresh the preacher when you are generous to him.

   4.   You refresh the preacher when you share the load of the ministry.



V   ’D BE FAITHFUL:  (LUKE:  2 Tim. 4:11)



A.   Because It Is What God Requires Of Me:  1 Cor. 15:58



1 Cor. 4:2  

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”



B.   Because It Is What Keeps The Preacher Faithful:



   1.   The preacher is provoked to faithfulness by the faithfulness of his people.

   2.   The preacher is built up by the faithfulness of his people.



ILLUS:  Nothing encourages and excites the preacher than to look out over the congregation and see his people in their places.  All should serve in some ministry, but perhaps the greatest service is simple faithfulness.  Nothing is more discouraging to the preacher than to labor over a message he believes will be a blessing and the very people it will help are absent.  Nothing is more distressing to a pastor than to have people sign up or enlist in some ministry and not show up.



V`I   ’D LOVE HIM:  (JOHN: Jn. 13:23;20:2;21:7;21:20)



ILLUS:  Why do you think that Jesus loved John?  Wasn’t it because John also had demonstrated his love for Him?



A.   Because He Watches For My Soul: Heb. 13:17



 1    It is because of the preachers diligence in reproving, rebuking, exhorting and warning me that I know he loves me.

2.   It is not because he is an outgoing personality, has a winning smile, is handsome, or is  charismatic that I should love him.



B.   Because To Be Loved I Must Love:  1 Jn. 4:19



   1.   Unconditional love is the highest form of love.

 2.   But we all want to be loved and when we demonstrate love to others we are more likely to be   

 loved in return.



CONCL:  “IF I HAD A PASTOR” I would pray for my him, defend him, help him, encourage him, be faithful and love him not only because it is what is best for him and me, but also because it is what any good pastor also wants to do for his people.

			“IF I HAD A PASTOR” I would not expect him to bless me if I was not a blessing to him.  I would not expect him to care for my needs if I did not care for 

his.  

			“IF I HAD A PASTOR” I would want to be the best church member I could be and would want to honor him.



1 Tim. 5:17 

“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.”





 “1,2,3, STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 13-15



INTRO:  A.  Many Christians have a great start, but a poor finish.  It might be better to start slower and finish stronger!  The Christian life is not a 100 yd. dash; it is more like a cross country race.  (The 100 yard dash runners usually get a bigger audience, but the cross country racers are my favorite.)

            B.   But to change the sports metaphor, we will go to baseball.  Like a batter at home plate, Saul had an opportunity to be a hero.  He could get a base hit, hit a home run or strike out.  In his case, he strikes out!  Saul, who started out so strong, ends his career in humiliation.



I.   STRIKE ONE: IMPATIENCE



A.   Saul’s “Reasons”  (13:1-12)



  1.   Before becoming King, Saul wasn’t in a hurry to be crowned; (he hid among the baggage) but 

  afterwards his patience decreased dramatically.

   2.   Saul and Jonathan, his son, experience a military victory at Geba and all Israel is encouraged. 

   v.1-4

   3.   But the Philistines rally in vast numbers within the view of the Israelites, and fear overcame 

   the Jews, many of who went AWOL, hid and trembled.  v.5-7

   4.   Samuel told Saul to wait 7 days for him at Gilgal, where he would offer sacrifices.

   5.   Samuel doesn’t show up exactly on time and Saul’s patience runs out and he intrudes into the

   priestly office! v.8-10

   6.   When Samuel shows up Saul offers 3 excuses for his actions:  v.11-12



ILLUS:  When we are faced with an “emergency” (troops going AWOL or in fear), we feel it necessary to “do something” instead of waiting on the Lord.

Sometimes we place a deadline on God (Samuel didn’t show up on time).  So we take matters into our own hands.

	When we see our resources dwindling in comparison to the circumstances, we reason that WE must do something quickly.  (The Philistines forces far outnumbered Saul’s forces.)



B.   Samuel’s Rebuke:  (13:13-23)



ILLUS:  As someone said “He who excuses himself accuses himself.”  Saul’s excuses, like ours will not hold water before the Lord.



  1.   Samuel rebukes Saul for his impatience and foolishness.  v.13

2.  Saul was to conduct the affairs of his Kingdom under the direction of the Lord’s will as 

revealed thru Samuel.  

3.   For his foolishness and impatience and disobedience he would have to forfeit his Kingdom to  

a “man after (God’s) heart.”  v.13b,14



a.   There are always penalties connected with disobedience and foolishness and if Saul thought that his offering at Gilgal would persuade the people to rally around him, he must have been jolted when he took a head count and discovered only 600 “with him.”  v.15

    b.   Besides this the Philistines arsenal grows and threatens Israel’s existence. v.16ff

    c.   The Israelites didn’t even have any blacksmiths to mfg. weapons.  v.19



ILLUS:  Every time the believer makes a move without the Lord, he suffers loss! v.22 reveals that only Saul and his son Jonathan have weapons.  Only one would use his weapon properly.



II.  STRIKE 2:  FOOLISHNESS  



A.   Saul’s Unreasonable Demand:



1.   Jonathan seeks the Lord as to what to do against insurmountable odds and he and his armor-

bearer go against the Philistine army!

   2.   God goes with them and they win a great victory.  v.1, 8-12

3.   Jonathan kills about 20 troops and then God sends an earthquake and confusion within the

 Philistine ranks prevails.  v.14-16

  4.   Saul consults the High Priest without success, but the Israelites who had defected and those 

  with Saul joined forces and God saves Israel.   v.18-23

  5.   But Saul was set to make a name for himself and to get the mopping-up exercise underway 

  that he bans eating.  v.24



ILLUS:  Saul’s arrogance, cowardice and impatience failed to take into account that God is never in a hurry and this battle was not Saul’s but God’s!   His command demoralized the troops, but they obeyed the King and when they found honey in the woods, they didn’t touch it.  But Jonathan didn’t get the word and he ate some honey. v.25-27



a.   Jonathan hears about his father’s command and criticizes it saying that the men needed  food for strength and though they did prevail they were exhausted.  v.18-31



NOTE:  After the battle the people partake of meat with blood, which was strictly prohibited by God, perhaps out of ignorance (?).  Saul’s response is to build an altar and slay animals there as an atonement for the people’s sin.  This seems to be without God’s authorization and without God’s blessing.  v.37



b.   The next foolish thing Saul does is to condemn his own son to death for eating honey. 

v. 42-44

     c.   The people rescue Jonathan because of how God had used him.  v.45



ILLUS: Because of Saul’s impatience and foolishness, his 40 year reign was one of constant conflict.  v.52



III.   STRIKE 3:  DISOBEDIENCE



A.   Saul’s Transgression:  15:1-15



   1.   Samuel orders Saul to kill all the Amalekites, sparing no-one.  v.1-3



     a.   God’s memory is perfect.  v.2

     b.   His justice is sure.  v.3



    2.   Saul quickly assembles his troops to complete God’s orders.  v.4-5

    3.   Saul shows mercy to those who were merciful to Israel.  v.6

  4.   Saul seems to do well – EXCEPT… he spares the King and some of the people and animals 

  and whatever HE deemed valuable.   v.7-9

  5.   Saul’s blatant disregard for the Lord’s will and Samuel’s direct instructions, prompts the 

  6.   Lord to issue an indictment against him.  v.10-12

  7.   Saul piously greets Samuel with an assurance that he had carried out God’s will and 

  Samuel’s directive.  v.13

    8.   Samuel asks the disturbing question about livestock sounds in the background.  v.14



ILLUS:  Saul’s partial obedience is like a Dr. who sterilizes some needles, instead of destroying all the germs.  The outcome will be disastrous to the next patient.  God hears the sin and hypcrisy bleating in all our lives…the tragic bleating of partial consecration or incomplete obedience.



9.   Saul assures Samuel that he was planning to sacrifice to the Lord what God had already 

condemned.  v.15



ILLUS:  I wonder how often we find something “good” in what God detests.  We need to “love not the world, neither the things that are in the world…” How we rationalize the enjoyment of what God despises.  “What could be so wrong with….?”



       10.   Samuel tells Saul that he will wait on the Lord for instructions.  v.16

       11.   Samuel reminds Saul that he was God’s chosen servant.  v.17-19



ILLUS:  Need we be reminded that God saved US, chose US, and desires to use US? Partial obedience is sinful for a servant.

The Lord wants us to slay ALL the things in our lives which are a danger to us or to future generations.  (He knew that the Amalekites were idolatrous enemies of Israel who, if not dealt with NOW would have to be dealt with later, with great loss to Israel.   (In fact we know that Saul himself is later killed by an Amalekite.  2 Sam. 1:1-16) The moral of this story is that what you permit to remain of what the Lord wants you to deal with in your life, will have future consequences with you, your family, your church, etc.



        12.   Saul continues to rationalize his sin.  v.19-21



           a.   Saul tries to shift some of the blame to the people.

           b.   The people should have feared the King and obeyed him…



ILLUS:  Saul’s incomplete obedience led to religious deception, which led to lying, which led to disobedience.



B.   Saul’s Tragedy:  v.22ff



   1.   Samuel’s classic response should bring conviction to all who read it!  v.22-23



ILLUS:  Partial obedience is total disobedience!  Disobedience is rebellion and is just as wicked as witchcraft in God’s eyes.  



2.   Saul offers repentance “too little, too late” and seeks pardon instead of offering complete 

obedience.   v.24-25

   3.   Samuel announces God’s judgment on Saul’s partial obedience.  v.26



ILLUS:  But it’s “1,2,3 STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!” and Saul has been rejected by God and would no longer be permitted to serve the Lord as King and would rue the day he failed to serve the Lord as ordered.   (We can’t lose our salvation, but we CAN lose our opportunity to serve!  Beware, believer!  You too may cross the line.)



   4.   Saul continues to plead with the man of God for forgiveness and blessing.  v.27

   5.   Samuel continues to condemn Saul’s sinful choice and disobedience and speaks of God’s 

   character and His honor.  v.28,29

   6.   No amount of crying, pleading or confession of his sin will change God’s mind…it’s too  

   late. it’s – “1,2,3 STRIKES, YOU’RE OUT!” and you lose your turn at bat!   v.30a

   7.   Samuel does make on concession to Saul – he allows him to “worship” with him, i.e., to 

   offer a sacrifice – a sin offering (?).  v.30b,31

   8.   Samuel has to finish the job that Saul was commanded to do. v.32-33



ILLUS:  I wonder how often the Lord is forced to use someone else to do what YOU and I were responsible for?  Each of us is unique and we each can do something for God that no one else is supposed to do  (nor can do as well as us, perhaps).  But we not only disobey, but we lose out on the blessings of service when we fail.



		   9.   Samuel shows that justice is being served here, not vengeance.  v.33

            10.   Samuel washes his hands of the man who struck out!  v.34-35



CONCL:  “Behold therefore, the goodness and severity of God…” Rom.11:22a  Is God gracious, good, loving kind, longsuffering…? Of course.  But He cannot tolerate deliberate and willful disobedience.  Is there some area where you are giving God only partial obedience?  Has He asked for more and you are denying Him His request? Beware!  Remember “THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT!”

The Lord IS pleased with sacrifice and offerings, but not in place of obedience.  Saul’s “bleating sheep” were impatience, foolishness, lying, hypocrisy, disobedience, pride, selfish-ness, rebellion and stubbornness.  THAT ARE YOURS?  An unforgiving spirit, envy, strife, pride, worldliness, wicked thoughts and desires, incomplete obedience? Bring that bleating sheep along and let it be utterly slain.  We must get all the bleating stopped before we can get all the blessing down! 







“CHRISTIANS PRACTICING WITCHCRAFT”



TEXT: 1 Samuel 15:23



THESIS:  To show how God views the sin of rebellion.



INTRO: A. Most Christians do NOT practice fortune-telling, go to seances, play Oil boards, or consult astrology charts or horoscopes, or go to palm, card or tea leaf readers.  But many Christians are nevertheless guilty of a sin just as great as witchcraft, according to our text.



			  B. Rebellion is the state of opposing authority or control.  It is the act of placing your will against stated authority.  Dicta:  “a defiance of or opposition to any control.”



ILLUS:  When an Army officer gives an order the proper response is not “thank you” but “yes sir!”  He is not offering advice or a suggestion, he is issuing a command to be obeyed.



			  C. The proper response to all constituted authority (from police, to parents), except 	when contrary to God’s orders, is obedience!



TRANS:  Sail was given specific orders (v.2,3), he disobeys (v.7-9), he lies (v.13), he gets caught (v.14) and then gets punished...



I.  THE SIN OF REBELLION:  V.23a



	A.   Rigid Obedience Is The Only Acceptable Response To God’s Authority:



ILLUS:  “Isn’t there some ground in between fire and brimstone, “thus saith the Lord”? preaching and deadness and disobedience?  YES,...ON THE WAY!!  or REBELLION!   From the Fall to 1996 the world has been rebelling against God’s authority.  Have you seen the most blatant statement of rebellion on T-shirts recently:  “QUESTION AUTHORITY”?	Since all power and authority comes from God this statement is nothing less than a recipe for anarchy.



	B.   Partial Obedience Is An Unacceptable Response To God’s Authority:



		  1.   God says it is just like witchcraft.



			    a.   It is just as bad to worship the devil as to give partial obedience to God.	

			    b.   You may as well consult witches as to put your will against God’s authority.



ILLUS:  Are you practicing witchcraft?  Are you saved?  Then why don’t you get baptized? (God commanded it, lack of obedience is rebellion and rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft!) Are you tithing?  God commanded it.  Do you go soul-winning?  God commanded it.  Are you faithful?  God commands it.  Maybe we have a bunch of “witches” in our church!



		    2.   Partial obedience is complete disobedience.



ILLUS:  “I obey most of the time.”  Hello witch!  “I do mostly what God says.”  Hello witch! Saul killed most of the people.  He nearly obeyed what God told him to do.  The spirit of rebellion is the spirit of witchcraft and witchcraft is the spirit of Satan.

		Many Christians no longer want a Pastor to lead them and tell them what God says they must  do to be good Christians.  All they want is a Chaplain - someone to marry and bury them! Many “good Christians” have an appalling lack of respect for the office of the pastor and the man occupying the office.  Pastors are viewed as someone to perform religious services and to do for the people what God commands every Christian to do.



		      3.   The sin of stubbornness is a sister to the sin of rebellion.



			        a.   God says that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.

			        b.   God says that stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry!



ILLUS:  You say: “Well, I may be a LITTLE stubborn, but after all...” There is no such thing as a “little” stubbornness when it comes to serving God.  A “little” is too much!  “I’ll get baptized when I get good and ready.”  “I’ll join the church when I feel like it.”  “I’ll start tithing when I make more money.”  “No preacher is going to tell me what to do!”  Hello, idolater! You are worshipping your own will, instead of doing God’s will. You are worshipping self instead of God. You are saying “I’ll make decisions and moves when I feel like it.”  

	

II. THE SIGNS OF REBELLION:  V.23b



    A.   Rejection Of God’s Word Is the Ultimate Rebellion:



		 1.   If God says it, that settles it...our arguments notwithstanding.

		 2.   If God says it, that settles it...our contrary convictions notwithstanding.

		 3.   If God says it, that settles it...our disagreement and feelings notwithstanding.



ILLUS:  We are not supposed to alter the Word, add to the Word, subtract from the Word or change the Word.  We are simply supposed to obey the Word.  Anything short of absolute obedience to it is rejection of it!

			The new Bible versions are examples of rejection of God’s Word.  The J/W’s didn’t like what God said about His Son being God, so they rejected His Word and wrote their own Bible and made Jesus “a god.”  The Catholics didn’t like what God said about baptism of belivers only, so they omitted Acts 8:37.  The neo-evangelicals don’t like what God says about the blood of Christ being efficacious, so they eliminate Col. 1:14 (“through His blood”). The  neo-fundamentalists and others don’t like the doctrine of preservation so they change Ps.12:7 from the promise that God would preserve His Word to a promise that He would preserve His people.



Ps. 12:6-7 

6	The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

7	Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 



Ps. 12:6-7 (NIV)

6	And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times. 

7	O LORD, you will keep us safe and protect us from such people forever. 



		But wait just a minute...are we any better when we put off obedience to His Word, or only partially obey it?  Haven’t we also rejected His Word?



	B.   Rejection Of God’s Word Is The Ultimate Stubbornness:



		   1.   It is your will against God’s will.

		   2.   It is your thoughts against God’s thoughts.



Is. 55:8-9

8	For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

9	For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 



ILLUS:  It is not “I think...”  “I believe...”  “I feel...” but GOD SAYS!!!



			     a.   Induces egocentricity.

			     b.   Creates excuses.

			     c.   Prompts outward obedience, but inward rebellion.

			     d.   Blames circumstances.

			     e.   Emboldens arguments against God’s messenger and message.



III. THE SENTENCE FOR REBELLION:  V.23c



	A.   Extreme Sin Calls For Extreme Punishment:



		  1.   One of the serious consequences of rebellion is to disqualify on from God’s service.

2.   One serious consequence of rebellion or stubbornness is for the pastor, parent or professing   Christians to be practically disowned by Deity.



ILLUS:  He or she may continue in office, like Saul, but will no longer be practically a part of the work.  The higher spiritual service of God will cease.  Saul would continue to be the legal King, but no longer the Theocratic King (i.e., reigning and serving in God’s stead).



	B.   Serious Sin Brings Serious Punishment:



		   1.   Witchcraft is serious sin...so is rebellion, so they both demand serious punishment.

		   2.   Idolatry is serious sin...so is stubbornness, so they both bring serious punishment.



ILLUS:  Believer beware the twin sins of rebellion and stubbornness which manifest themselves in rejecting God’s Word!  Don’t rebel against God’s man or message!   Don’t reject God’s Word or God’s will!  Don’t become a CHRISTIAN PRACTICING WITCHCRAFT!



CONCL:  Unsaved, stop rejecting God’s Word! Christian, stop rejecting God’s Word! There are severe and serious penalties for both the saved and unsaved.





“BATTER UP!”

or (THE NEW KING)



TEXT:  1 Samuel 16-17



INTRO:  A.  Saul had stuck out!  It was time for a new batter.  God, the Ultimate Umpire, calls “BATTER UP!”  It is time for “THE NEW KING.”  God is about to have Samuel the man-of-God anoint David as Saul’s replacement.  Saul has been thrown out of the game!



              B.   Our subject is NOT baseball, but “A HEART FOR SERVICE!”  Saul had forgotten that He had been chosen and anointed by Samuel to be the King of Israel, but he had struck out thru pride, disobedience and defiance.  This not only brings about God’s rejection of Saul as King, but creates distress in the nation, and depression in Saul.  God even takes His Holy Spirit from him and places the Holy Spirit and His power in David, “THE NEW KING.”



I.  GOD’S CHOICE:  ch. 16



A.   Approved Of God:  v.1-13



  1.   Samuel was grieved that Saul had struck out and even though he himself had rebuked Saul for 

  his disobedience and arrogance, it hurt him deeply that God had rejected him and was about to 

           replace him.



ILLUS:  Have you ever had high hopes for someone and “took them under your wing” and tried to disciple them, perhaps, or just befriend them, and they let you down?  When they stopped serving the Lord, you too were grieved.



   2.   God lets Samuel know that the time to move on was at hand and that he was no longer to   

   mourn for Saul, nor second guess God’s decisions.  v.1a

   3.   God tells Samuel to fill his horn with oil and to strike out to Jesse’s home where he is to    

   anoint another King in Saul’s place.  v.1b



Samuel is well aware of Saul’s temper and feared carrying out the assignment lest Saul   

kill him.  v.2a

    b.   But God tells him to take an animal with him and inform Jesse and his household that he 

    had come to offer a sacrifice.  v.2b,3

    c.   The elders feared the man-of-God thinking that he may come for judgment for some sin 

    they had committed.  v.4

    d.   Samuel tells them to “sanctify yourselves” and prepare for the sacrifice. v.5

    e.   Samuel starts the selection process by one-by-one eliminating the sons of Jesse as

                    possible candidates for Kingship.  v.6-10

     f.   God’s method (unlike churches and pulpit committees) is not based upon a man’s   

     countenance or physical stature or even age!  v.11-13



ILLUS:  God chooses the least likely of the sons to become King.  A simple young shepherd lad, named David.  

		When it is time to replace me as the Senior Pastor of FBC, beware choosing someone on his looks, oratory, the amount of hair he has or even his age.  Rather, fast and pray and seek God’s approval of the man who will be your Pastor.

B.   Approved Of Men:  16:14-23



  1.   The Spirit of God departs from Saul and God sends an “evil spirit” to trouble him. v.14-17



ILLUS:  It should not shock us that God would do this.  Saul had already demonstrated his rebellion.  God was simply confirming the direction Saul had chosen.  God did not make Saul rebel or disobey, but now it would be much easier.  The Holy Spirit indwells each of us today.  Are we cooperating or rebelling?  Have you ever seen men or women who once served God who are not indifferent to Him?  Who are in the world.   Who are depressed, despondent, distressed and without hope?  Could it be that God has sent an “evil spirit” to them?



  2.   But the focus here is on David, not Saul; God will use Saul to establish David!



            a.   Already others had seen in David the qualities of leadership, even he had not demon- 

            strated them overtly.  v.18



ILLUS:  Note the similarities between David and Jesus:



Both were “sons” of Jesse.  (Mt. 1:6,16)

Both were Bethlehemites.  (Mt. 1:2)

Both were God’s chosen ones.  (I Pet. 2:4)

Both were appointed to rule.  (Mt. 2:6)

Both were anointed for service.  (Acts 10:38)

Both were Spirit-filled (Mt. 3:16)

Both were approved of God.  (Acts 2:22)

Both were approved of men.  (Lk. 2:52)



 b.   David was now in a position to observe and learn what went on inside the palace.

 c.   David learned the qualities of leadership (both by positive and negative examples) provided

 by Saul and also learned loyalty to leadership.



11   ISRAEL’S CHAMPION:  ch. 17 



A.   Trusting In the Lord:  v.1-32



ILLUS:  What follows is the contrast between Saul’s sorry state of spirituality and leadership and David’s godly strength.  God is about to provide an opportunity to display the qualities God had already seen in David.



   Israel’s nemesis, the Philistines launch a military assault and bring out their “heavy artillery”  

– named Goliath.  v.1-4

  2.  This man was a physical giant over 9 ft. tall (v.4), slinging insults against Israel (and indirectly 

  at God).  v.8-10

3.   Goliath wore a bronze helmet and a 125 lb. coat of armor that covered his (v.5,6), making  

him nearly invincible.  

  4.   He carried a spear with a 20 lb. spearhead and a soldier carried his shield. v.7

  5.   Saul and Israel’s army cowered in his presence.  v.11

  6.   Only David, the shepherd-made-King-by God, did not fear him.  v23,29,32



B.   Triumphing In The Lord:  v.33-58

 

   1.   What follows is one of the most amazing accounts of a man trusting in God alone and doing 

   battle in His power alone.  



QUESTIONS:  Why did David reject Saul’s armor?  (He was inexperienced in its use.) What was David’s greatest weapon?  (His trust in the Lord.)  v.41-47 Why did he chose 5 stones?  (Perhaps to defeat Goliath’s relatives as well).  



(An interesting sidelight here is that in the new versions, Goliath is not killed by David, but by Elhanan!)



2 Sam. 21:19

In another battle with the Philistines at Gob, Elhanan son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethleh-emite killed Goliath the Gittite, who had a spear with a shaft like a weaver's rod. (NIV)



1 Chronicles 20:5

And there was war again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a weaver's beam. 



   2.   The climax of this amazing story is found in v.49-54!

   3.   Israel was then able to rout the Philistine army.  v.52

   4.   David is summoned by Saul and he arrives carrying the head of Goliath.  v.57 (What a 

   triumph!  What a humiliating contrast between cowardly Saul and trusting David!)



NOTE:  David was the new “batter” (King) and he hit a HOME RUN!



CONCL:  What giants do you face?  You have the same God as David!  Are you young and wonder if God can use you?  David was and God did!  Beware that just because you are serving God now and have His blessing that you don’t become arrogant.  Saul did and God removed him!  Learn these lessons well!  They will help you as you seek to be accepted by God and men and learn to trust and triumph in the Lord!





"CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON: A HARP OR A JAVELIN!"



TEXT: I Sam. 16:23 and 18:5-12



THESIS: To plead for the principle of love for hate, of blessing for cursing, for kindness instead of retaliation, for using the harp instead of the javelin.



INTRO: A. "Music hath charms to soothe the savage breast."  King Saul would become restless due to an "evil spirit," and David would come and soothe him and settle him with the music of his harp.



ILLUS: Good, soothing music will help you more and change the atmosphere in your home that tons of tranquilizers.  Music is a tranquilizer.  The wrong kind of music produces a pill popping generation.  The right kind of music produces tranquility, peace, joy and happiness.  Some dentists even use music instead of novacaine!



                B. Saul was jealous of David's recent victory over Goliath and his sub- sequent popularity with the people (18:5-8).  He became bitter, jealous and angry and summoned David to again play the harp for him, but Saul REALLY wanted to "pin his hide to the wall" literally (v.10-12).



ILLUS: Oh, the sin of jealousy.  "She has nicer clothes than I."  "He has a better job than I." "Their home...car...position..."  "He's getting things or praise that I deserve."

        This serpentine sin of jealousy raised its head in Heaven and caused SATAN to fall.  It caused the lst murder outside Eden and placed the weapon in CAIN'S hands. It triggered KORAH'S rebellion and subseq. death.  It poisoned JACOB and ESAU and delivered the 23 fatal wounds in JULIUS CEASAR'S body.   It completely destroyed NAPOLEON and paralazyed the effectiveness of LEANARDO DA VINCI when MICHAELANGELO came on the scene.  It toppled SAUL from the throne and ruined the family reunion when the PRODIGAL SON returned.  It has split CHURCHES and PREACHERS and destroyed PEOPLE thru the ages.  It will destroy YOU if you allow it.



I. JEALOUSY VS. HONOR:



    A.   Saul's Jealousy:



           l.   Saul had been demoted by the people and by God.

          2.   David had been elevated by the people and by God.



ILLUS: While Saul was disobedient and God had to get Samuel to do what Saul refused to do.  First he refused God's judgment then he refused God's Word. Samuel mourned for Saul, but God "repented" over Saul.  God then sends Samuel to anoint David and God's Spirit rests upon the lad.



    B.   David's Honor:



            l.   David dows what Saul could not or would not do: destroy God's enemies.

           2.   David's strength of character shows up Saul's weakness of character.

           3.   David tries to help Saul's spirit; Saul seeks to destroy David!



 a.   Saul tries to do to David, God's anointed, what he refused to do to the Amalekites and  Philistines, God's enemies!



ILLUS: Lack of moral courage is a lack of character.  To refuse to do what is right always leads to doing what is wrong.  To reject God's Word in dealing with one sin, will cause you to compound, cover up and continue to sin in other areas.  DISOBEDIENCE led to REJECTION of God's Word, which led to JEALOUSY, which led to BITTERNESS, which led to HYPOCRISY, which led to SELF-VINDICTION and finally to ATTEMPTED MURDER!  The spiral of sin is always downward!



 b.   Saul refuses to accept God's sovereign choice and action in anointing David King in his place.



11   A JAVELIN VS. A HARP:



    A.   Hurling the Javelin:



            l.   To "get back" at David for his own sins, Saul hurls his javelin.

           2.   To "retaliate" towards David for his own problems, Saul hurls his javelin.

            3.   To "destroy" David for his own lack of character, Saul hurls his javelin.



QUES: How many javelins have YOU hurled at those you became jealous or envious of?  (Saul's Jealousy prompted him to hurl his javelin.  David's honor prompted him to play his harp.)



      B.   Playing the Harp:



l.   Once the javelin is hurled and misses its target, it becomes a potential weapon toward the hurler!

         	   2.   Now David has the javelin and the harp: which will he use?



NOTE: Remember David has a skillful and powerful arm.  He hurled the stone that killed the giant, slew a lion and a bear with his bare hands.  He now has not only the skill and power, but also the javelin!  What will he do?  Saul is his enemy and just tried to kill him!  What would YOU do? v.11 indicates that David returned to play the harp for Saul again after this episode: "twice".  The choice was music or murder.  He chose music.



                   a.   David lays down the javelin.

                   b.   David picks up the harp.



ILLUS: In one hand you hold the JAVELIN of destruction and in the other the HARP of peace.  We are to render good for evil, not retaliate!  You say: "I'll get him back!"  Yes, and he'll get your front!  You may "get him back" but there is no more empty feeling after you do!



           3.   David refuses to touch the "Lord's anointed."



ILLUS: II Cor.1:21 says that God has "anointed" every believer!  "Touch not my anointed" is a principle of God's Word.  Character and Scripture demand that Christians NOT retaliate!



II Cor. 1:21  

Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 



a.   David renders good for evil, realizing that retaliation hurts the giver more than the receiver.



ILLUS: The blunt end of the javelin causes more harm than the pointed end. The pointed end will destroy your life, the blunt end will destroy your character.  One end draws blood, the other end draws out decency.



b.   David had the "right", would have been vindicated, even under God's Law, and he had the  weapon in his hands!



NOTE: We all have the "right" sometimes.  We would be vindicated oftentimes. All of us have the weapon.  My "javelin" is a pen...what's yours?  My "javelin" is a pulpit...what's yours?   My "javelin" is a sermon...what's yours?  (When you talk as much as a preacher <or a woman!> you are bound to say some things you shouldn't!)

       You will never experience real Christianity till you learn to lay down the javelin.  It is hard to lay down the javelin, but even harder to pick up the harp.



                c.   David had several opportunities to inflict wounds on his "enemy" but refused to use them.



ILLUS: Christ could have obliterated his enemies, but instead He died for them and even prayed for them while dying!

        We are to "heap coals of fire" on our enemies heads.   A couple were having marital problems and the Pastor told the husband to "heap coals of fire" on his wife's head.  He said: "Good idea! I have tried scalding water down her dress and that didn't work!"



CONCL: When Saul died, David euologized him called him "lovely and pleasant"! He was still playing the harp, not hurling the javelin.  Christian, why not learn to pick up David's harp instead of Saul's javelin the next time someone wrongs you?!

         Unsaved friend, the Savior is wooing you with a "harp" of love when He has every right to hurl the javelin of judgment at you.  Why not respond to His love NOW?





"SLEEPY SHEEP and SLIPSHOD SHEPHERDS"

or "FOOLISH FUNDAMENTALISTS"



TEXT: I Sam. 17:34-36



THESIS: To use the simile of a shepherd and his job of protecting the sheep to show how a Pastor must defend his flock, the local church.



INTRO: A. David had been anointed King of Israel but had not yet ascended the throne.  He was a shepherd-boy.  King Saul is stymied by the Philistine giant, Goliath.  David arrives witha "care package for his brothers from his father and hears the taunts of the giant.  His righteous indignation rises and he pleads to be allowed to fight this giant.  None of the warriors would stand against him, but this shepherd gives his credentials in our text.



                B. Here is a graphic picture of the Pastor-shepherds job today.  He is to protect the flock from the lions, bears and giants!  It is not fashion- able today to be a warrior-shepherd.



Ps. 23:4  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 



ILLUS: Spurgeon quotes an excerpt from J.L.Porter's book: The Giant Cities of Bashan, where he gives an eyewitness account of the far-eastern shepherd:  'The shepherds...had none of that peaceful and placid aspect which is generally associated with pastoral life and habits.  They looked more like warriors marching to the battlefield...a long gun slung from the shoulder, a daggar and heavy pistol in the belt, a light battle axe or ironheaded club in the hand.  Such were the equipments; and their fierce flashing eyes and scowling countenance showed...that they were prepared to use their weapons at any moment.'



                C.  It is not fashionable today to be a fundamentalist or a separatist. Jesus was never popular!  His Apostles became martyrs.  He warned we would be hated by the world if we followed Him.  Yet most believers try to be loved by the enemies of Christ.  The popular preachers today are almost all neo-evangelicals.  Name one fundamentalist on Christian radio or TV today.



I.  WARNINGS ON WOLVES:

Definitions:



1. A Fundamentalist is not someone who simply believes the "5 Fundamentals of the Faith" - as    stated in the Niagra Bible Conf. in 1895; a Fundamentalist is also a true separatist and Bible-believer

 2. Neo-evangelicals may hold to true Christianity but not to true separation; they compromise both doctrinally and in their fellowship.



    B.   Dangers:



          1.   Beware neo-evangelical molasses!



ILLUS: In the era before animal rights activists, an adventurer named Frank Buck wanted to catch spider monkeys for zoos.  He couldn't catch them so he consulted with a native.  He told him to hollow out coconuts and to drill small holes in them just large enough for the monkey's hand, then fill the coconut with molasses and stake it to the ground.  They were to also spread some molasses around the trap.  After consuming the molasses on the ground the monkeys developed a taste for the sweet molasses and would reach their hand into the coconut and refused to let go of the molasses and their fists were too big to exit the holes.  The monkeys were trapped!

        Fundamental pastors don't need to forbid the sweet molasses in the books and programs of the neos, but we do need to warn of the potential traps of developing a taste for neo-evangelical molasses!



2. Not everything written by MacArthur, Swindoll, Ryrie, Colson, Stanley, Packer, Dobson or even Billy Graham is bad, but we need to beware the trap!



ILLUS: Dobson is a Nazarene, Swindoll a Dallas Sem. graduate in the Evang. Free Church denom., Graham is a Baptist, but his wife is a Presbyterian!   When you buy their books, etc. you buy their theology!



II. SITTING IN A WOLFPACK:



    A.   Prestige:



ILLUS: John Ashbrook: "New Evangelicism with its appeal to man's intellect, its invitation to the non-controversial road, its easy adjustment to the world's lifestyle and its use of the rich and famous, has captured the masses of professing Christianity."   From: Axioms of Separation



1.   It makes you look better; your cooperative spirit enhances you public image; it keeps you from appearing narrow-minded, hard-nosed and old fashioned.



    B.   Pleasure:



          1.  It makes you feel good; it is easier to cooperate than to separate.

 2.  Why rock the boat when all is going well - the crew is rowing, the work is growing and the 

 money is flowing?

 

    C.   Progress:



ILLUS: Many FOOLISH FUNDAMENTALISTS are like the family who had 2 signs on their lawn during the last Pres. election; one for Bush and one for Clinton. Many go to a Fundamentalist church, but support Neo causes!  If it were war it would be labeled treason; if business, disloyalty;

   if sports, throwing the game!  Biblically it is compromise with the enemy!



II Chr. 19:2  

And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the LORD. 



1.   True fundamentalism includes and implies a consistent separation from known sin and sinners - no association with or aid to the enemy.



III. WOLF-PROOF MINISTRIES:



Mt. 7:15  

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 



Jn. 10:11-13  

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 



A.   Protection:



QUOTE: Dayton Hobbs: "The presence of the wolf proves the genius of the shepherd.  Does he consider the safety of the flock, or only his own safety? How much is a minister willing to give up to take a stand and thereby protect his flock?  will he lay aside his personal ambitions and desire to be popular and accepted? will he stand alone for what is right?  The pattern of the Good Shepherd teaches that the Pastor must be willing to lay down his life for his sheep."



1.   Protecting the flock is not an optional activity; the position of pastor - shepherd demands the  practice and preaching of separation for the safety of God's people.

2. The "Little Bo-Peep" mentality is indeed a fairy tale; the Shepherd is not to "leave them alone   and they'll come home"; he is to to be a guardian of the flock who will give his all for their safety.



    B.   Problems:



1.   The sheep cry out for "freedom" and often stray from the fold, only to find too late that the dangers warned about are all too real.

2.   The shepherd grows weary of contending for the faith; he sees the compromise of others and the resultant growth of their churches; he finds himself wondering if it is worth the stand and the brand of a separatist.



CONCL: "THE SLEEPY SHEEP" prefer to be left alone and not constantly prodded, herded, and walled in.  "THE SLIPSHOD SHEPHERD" will give in and finally quit preaching sound doctrine which irritates the sheep; back off of Bible standards for clean sheep which cause them to search for other pastures; and will entertain the sheep to keep them happy rather than to point out their duties, faults and sins, lest they leave the fold.  But the TRUE SHEPHERD will keep on keeping on in spite of the opposition because he is not a hireling, and is working not for the sheep, but for the Great Shepherd!  In this day of compromise, what kind of sheep are you?  What kind of shepherd am I.





“JONATHAN, JESUS and YOU”

or “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 18:1



THESIS:  To show how Jonathan is a picture of Jesus and David pictures us.



INTRO:  A.  The Lord places a premium on friendship.  There are numbers of verses which describe how the friendship-relationship should work.  



Job 6:14  

“To him that is afflicted pity should be showed from his friend.”  



Pro. 17:17  

“A friend loveth at all times.”    



Pro. 18:24 

 “A  man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”  



Pro. 27:6  

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend;  but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”  



Pro. 27:10  

“Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake not.”  



John 15:13 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  



ILLUS:  Jonathan’s friendship to David was not like the fleeting friendship of the world.  The prime example of fair-weather friendship involved the Lone Ranger and Tonto.  One day they were riding the range together and there were no stagecoach robberies to stop, no damsels in distress on a runaway buckboard that needed to be rescued, no desperadoes to apprehend and return to justice, so they began to reminisce.  The Lone Ranger said:  “Ya know, Tonto, we’ve been ridden’ these ranges together for a long time.  We’ve fought together, won together, lost together and brought down the bad guys together.  I guess you’re the closest friend I have in this world.”  Tonto said:  “That right, Kimosabe,  we been together long time.  We closest friends in whole world.”  The Lone Ranger said, “Tonto, I reckon that if I had to, I’d lay down my life for you, old friend.”  Tonto said:  “Ummm, that good Kimosabe.”  

                 Suddenly they looked up on a ridge and saw an Apache war party all painted up with war paint with tomahawks, bows, arrows, spears and letting out war hoops and looking none too cordial.  The Lone Ranger in a panicky voice said:  “Tonto, old friend, we’re surrounded.  We’re outnumbered.  What are we going to do?”  Tonto looked at his old friend and calmly replied, “What do you mean WE, pale face?”



		       B.  Jonathan’s friendship to David was not the false friendship that goes with popularity, fame or riches (David had none of these).  It was true, abiding, deep friendship that lasts.  There are a number of parallels and beautiful pictures of Christ’s friendship to us in this friendship.  You need to see Jonathan as a picture of Jesus and David as a picture of you…



I.   JONATHAN LOVED HIS FRIEND and GAVE HIM THE GIFT OF FRIENDSHIP: 



ILLUS:  The name Jonathan means “Gift from God.”



A.   Every True Friend Is A Gift From God:  (Jas. 1:17  “every good gift…”)



  1.   A true friend is a gift that only comes few times in a lifetime.

  2.   We need to thank God for every true friend we have.



B.   Jonathan Was A True Gift From God To David:



  1.   Jonathan pictures Christ being given from God to us as a gift.



Eph. 4:7

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 



2 Cor. 9:15

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 



Jn. 4:10

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that said to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 



   It was Jonathan’s love which prompted him to give his friendship to David.  (“For God so   

loved (us) that He gave His only begotten Son…”)



II.  JONATHAN MADE A COVENANT WITH HIS FRIEND:  v.3



A.   Jonathan Became A Promise Maker:



   1.   The Bible says Jesus is the Mediator of a better covenant.

   2.   He is not just a Promise Maker, but a Promise Keeper!



ILLUS:  We make the Lord many promises and break them, but “He is faithful that promised…”  



Heb. 10:23

He is not like the so-called “Promise Keepers” batting a beach ball around a football stadium, reading from an NIV and listening to Christian Rock!  There probably isn’t a true promise keeper in the crowd!  Jesus is the only true Promise Keeper.



		One promise – “If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”  That’s a conditional promise.  If we meet the conditions, He will answer our prayers.  Many Christians treat prayer like a lottery, a game of percentages… “I say my prayers, spin the dial and maybe there’s a chance I’ll get an answer.”  God doesn’t make prayer chances, He makes prayer promises!  If I meet the prescribed conditions I have the promise…the guarantee.   Someone estimated that there are 30,000 promises in God’s Word and not one of them has ever failed.  You will not be the first one God will fail!



III.  JONATHAN GAVE HIS GARMENTS TO HIS FRIEND:  V.4



A.   The Son Of Royalty Gave His Garments To The Poor Son Of A Shepherd:



   1.   He didn’t give David his leftovers and hand-me-downs, something faded, outgrown, tattered 

    or unusable or that he couldn’t or wouldn’t wear anymore.

    2.   He didn’t command some soldier or servant to give David their clothing; He stripped him-

    self of his royal garments.



ILLUS:  Jesus, the King of Kings, stripped Himself of His royal finery for us poor sinners.  He saw us in our beggar’s rags of sin and despair and wanted better for us.  So He clothed us in His robes of righteousness.  But Jesus even went beyond that…He took our filthy, vile, sinful beggar’s rags upon Himself.



Phil. 2:6-8

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 



2 Cor. 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 



IV.  JONATHAN WARNED HIS FRIEND OF HIS FATHER’S WRATH: 19:1-2



ILLUS:  Though Jonathan is a type of Jesus, it does not follow that Saul is a type of our Heavenly Father, except in this one area.  The picture is of Jonathan/Jesus more than of Saul the Father.



A.   David Was Under The Wrath of Jonathan’s Father:



  1.   David was unaware of Saul’s vow to kill him, but Jonathan knew.

  2.   Jesus warns sinners who don’t know of God’s wrath against their sin, of the wrath of His  

  Father, because of their unbelief.

  3.   They don’t know they are “condemned already,” that they are “dead in trespasses and sins,”  

  that “the soul that sinneth, it shall die,”  that the “wages of sin is death,” that they will hear those 

  awful words: “depart from Me ye cursed into everlasting fire!”



V.   JONATHAN INTERCEDED FOR HIS FRIEND WITH HIS FATHER: 19:4-5



A.   Intercession Made:  



  1.   Jonathan spoke well of his friend to his father.

  2.   He spoke of David’s good works and his innocence.



ILLUS:  Jesus intercedes for us but He can’t speak of our good works or innocence, but of His own righteousness and His sacrifice on our behalf.  He knows that the Bible says “whosoever is a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”  As David prayed after his adulterous affair and murder “against Thee, Thee only have I sinned…”  



B.   Intercession Successful:  v.6



ILLUS:  Though we know that Saul was not really reconciled to David because of Jonathan’s intercession, we are convinced by Scripture that Jesus’ intercession on our behalf is always and completely successful, because of Who He is!



VI.  JONATHAN BROUGHT HIS FRIEND TO HIS FATHER:  19:7



A.   The Wrath Of The Father Is Suspended Because Of The Son:



   1.   David is brought into the father’s presence because of the love of the father for his son.

   2.   Jonathan’s friend is protected from the father’s wrath because of the son’s presence before 

   him.



ILLUS:  Because of the Son of God and the protection of His blood and His presence before the Father, we May “come boldly unto the throne of grace, (and) obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  Because of the Son’s acceptance by the Father we “have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father…(and) “the Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God;  and if children, then heirs;  heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.”



CONCL:  “JONATHAN, JESUS and YOU.”  Here is a winning combination.  Here is a prescription which will cure your sin-laden soul!  Here is a beautiful picture of what Jesus has done for us.  Here is a description of our friendship with our Savior.  Truly we can sing:  “What a Friend we have in Jesus!”





“A FRIEND FOR ALL SEASONS”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 18-19



INTRO:  A.  A young man was telling his girlfriend about his love for her.  “I would swim the deepest sea or climb the highest mountain for you, or even cross the burning desert…and  I’ll see you on Friday evening if it doesn’t rain.”  No doubt she was not impressed!  True friend-ship offers more than verbal assurances; it meets challenges, withstands tests and gives assistance.  We have such a friendship in the story of Jonathan and David which reflects the qualities found in the Lord’s friendship for His own.



             B.  Teens and young adults need to cultivate strong and appropriate friendships which don’t take advantage of each other for personal gain.  (Jonathan had nothing to gain and much to lose in befriending David, when his father was out to kill him.)  Older adults need to make new friends as old friends move away or become too busy or leave the church.  Older adults who find their circle of friends diminishing due to age and death take their toll.  They also need to reach out to those who can’t get out to church or socialize any more.  “A friend loveth at all times.”  Prov. 17:17  



I.  JONATHAN BEFRIENDS DAVID:  18:1 – 19:7



A.   A Treasured Friendship:  v.1-4



 1.   Here friendship is described as soul-bonding.  v.1

 2.   Soul-bonding suggests a much deeper relationship than mutual interests.



ILLUS:  True friendship gets into personality, character, loyalty, faithfulness, assistance in adversity, willingness invest something to maintain the relationship.  (Marriage should be the perfect friendship and soul-bonding relationship.)



  3.   This friendship was established with a covenant or promise.



            a.   To ratify or seal this covenant, Jonathan gave David his outer robe, his military clothes,

            his sword, bow and belt.  v.3-4

   b.   True friendship is characterized by giving (time, gifts, etc.). In 1 Sam. 20:8 this covenant   

   is described as “a covenant of the Lord” because the Lord witnessed it.



B.   A Tested Friendship:  v.5-19:7



 1.   God knew that very soon David would need a friend in the palace.

  2.   David was Saul’s armorbearer and musician and was promoted to a high military position.   

  v.5

  3.   David became extremely successful as God enabled him and he also became very popular as  

  God established David in the hearts of the people.  v.6-7



 a.   David didn’t ask for the people’s praise or loyalty.

  b.   Saul was enraged and thought evil of David’s motives and began to be very suspicious

  and jealous of him.  v.8-9



ILLUS:  True friendship rejoices at the promotion or popularity of the one who is a friend.  We are all different and if one is more talented or successful or more blessed we ought to rejoice, not become jealous or bitter.



  c.   In the midst of prophesying (doing God’s work), God sends an evil spirit upon Saul and 

  he tries to kill David twice.  v.10-11



ILLUS:  It is shocking that in the midst of doing something good, Saul does something so wicked!  It happens!  A preacher preaches the Word and is at the same time engaged in some wickedness.  Remember God blesses the Word, not the man!



d.   It is interesting that Saul fears David, instead of the other way around! v.12-16

e.   What appears to be a promotion and an elevation of status is a ploy to get David killed.  v.17

f.   Saul is a scoundrel, a schemer and a swindler and doesn’t keep his word (again – remember what was promised to anyone who killed Goliath?).	 v.18-19

g.   Michal, Saul’s other daughter must have caught the wedding bouquet and she loved David and Saul makes another “deal” with David – again with ulterior motives.  v.20-26

h.   David did above and beyond (double) what was expected of him. v.27-30

i.   Jonathan stands up for David to his wicked father, reminding him of all David had done for the King (putting his own life on the line for David).  18:1-7



NOTE:  Saul is the kind of person you want to avoid becoming friends with.  Jonathan his son, seems not to have picked up on his father’s negative personality traits and becomes everything a true friend is supposed to be.  



John 15:13

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 



ILLUS:  Some notes on friendship:  



1. John 15:13 doesn’t say that we have to die to be a good friend, but that we lay down our lives for our friends.  It is losing our desires for our friends.  It is forgetting ourselves, our health and our happiness to invest our lives in others. 

2.  Friendship means we give ourselves without the one we befriend necessarily giving any-thing back.  Friendship can be a one-way or a two-way street.  Friendship is a decision we make.  Friendship is a gift given, not an exchange made.

3.  Friendship is unconditional.  Jesus called Judas His friend because He was about to lay down His life for him.  Judas was not Jesus’ friend.

4.  Friendship is not motivated by your needs, but by the needs of your friend. If you choose to be someone’s friend it won’t matter if they are meeting your needs, but rather that you are trying to meet their needs.

5.  Friendship is the bond that cements relationships: husband/wife, parents/children, friend/friend.

	6.  Friendship is true love. 



Prov. 18:24

A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.



II.  THE LORD BEFRIENDS DAVID:  19:8-24



A.   Protecting David From Saul’s Madness:  v.8-17



   1.   Saul’s jealousy and envy drove him mad and he again tries to kill David.  v.9-10

   2.   Again and again Saul attempts to take David’s life.  v.11-15



ILLUS:  It seems strange that Saul’s henchmen would be dissuaded from killing David and disobeying the King’s orders.  Was this God’s providential protection of David?  Saul is so enraged that he tells them to bring the “sick” David to him in his bed and he will kill him!  (They go to get David and find the trick Michal had played on Saul – a dummy in the bed.)  v.16-17



    B.   Protecting David From Saul’s Messengers:  v.18-24



David flees to Ramah where Samuel had a school of the prophets. v.18

Saul soon learns of David’s whereabouts and sends messengers after him. v.19,20a



Three times Saul sends out an assassination party to get David and each time the Spirit of 

God moves on them and they begin to prophesy! v.20b-21

Saul finally decides to go after David himself and he too is overcome by the Holy Spirit 

and is humiliated by the Lord and ends up naked all night prophesying! v.22-24



CONCL:  It pays to have “A FRIEND FOR ALL SEASONS” and David had Jonathan helping him, Michal, Samuel and most of all the Lord.  David not only had “friends for all seasons” but he had a Friend in High Places watching over him.  



Ps. 37:23-25

23	  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 

24	  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 

25	I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 





“THE REMEDY FOR FEAR IS FAITH (NOT FLIGHT)”



TEXT: 1 Samuel 20-21



INTRO:  A.  Whenever we fail to trust the Lord, fear moves in.  Most fears are foolish and all fears manifest a failure to trust the Lord concerning our situation.  People fear all kinds of things.  While some fears are healthy, i.e., we are protected by fearing things which cause us harm (fire, viscous animals, sin(!), etc.), most fears are illogical and foolish and demonstrate a lack of faith in God.  



ILLUS:  Acrophobia (fear of heights), agoraphobia (fear of open spaces), claustrophobia (fear of being closed in), hydrophobia (fear of water), mysophobia (fear of germs), triakaideka-phobia (fear of 13), felineophobia (fear of cats), woof-woofophobia (fear of dogs (); David had Kingophobia or Saulophobia.  Instead of trusting the Lord, David fled; instead of faith, David took flight!

It is amazing how few of the things we fear actually happen.  David died of old age, not by Saul’s javelin!  



I.   FLEEING FROM SAUL:  20



A Secret Plan:  v.1-17



1.   When trouble came David sought out his trustworthy friend, Jonathan.

 2.   Jonathan and David devise a plan to determine if David’s fear of Saul was justified.  v.1-17



 a.   Jonathan is unconvinced that Saul wants to kill David.  v.1-2

 b.   David insists that it is so.  v.3

 c.   They devise a method to determine who is correct.  v.4-7

 d.   Their plan includes a lie.  v.6  (This is just the beginning of deceit and its fruits.)

 e.   Their plan must include a way to communicate.  v.5-13

 f.   Jonathan’s perception was wrong, but his perception of God’s plans for David was clear: 

 God would judge David’s enemies and enthrone David. v.14-17



B.   A Simple Proof:  v.18-39



  1.   The arrow test.  v.18-22

  2.   The banquet and David’s absence.  v.19-26

  3.   Saul explodes in anger over David’s absence on the 2nd day.  v.27-31

  4.   Saul is so angry he attempts to kill Jonathan!  v.32-33

  5.   Now Jonathan gets angry. v.34



ILLUS:  What is the difference between Saul’s anger and Jonathan’s anger?

              SAUL’S ANGER                                     JONATHAN’S ANGER

                     sinful                                                   righteous

               directed at people                                 directed at the situation

				unjustified                                              justified

                     violent                                                 peaceful



6.   Jonathan and David’s plan to communicate Saul’s intentions realized.  v.35-39



C.   A Sad Parting:  v.40-42



  1.   A private farewell.  v.40

  2.   An emotional farewell.  v.41

  3.   A hopeful farewell.  v.42



II.  FLEEING TO A CITY OF PRIESTS:  21:1-9



    A.   David Does Right:  v.1

 

           1.   David travels south from Gibeah to Nob, just a mile north of Jerusalem.

           2.   Nob was a community of priests.

Apparently the Tabernacle had been moved to Nob from Shiloh after the Philistines raided 

Shiloh.

           4.   David went there apparently looking for spiritual counsel and comfort.



    B.   David Does Wrong:  v.1-2



           1.   The High Priest becomes fearful. v.1

  2.   There is no indication that David seeks Divine direction from the H.P. nor asks the Lord’s 

  will via the Urim and Thummim.

           3.   Instead of telling the truth David lies!  v.2

         

At a time when David needed guidance and to be close to the Lord, he transgresses God’s 

law by lying.  

He relies on his wits and deception rather than trusting in the Lord.

This pattern of lying will later cause multiple loss of life in Nob.



    C.   David Deals:  v.3-9



David needs food and sees the H.P. with the shewbread for the Tabernacle and asks for it.v.3-4

David lies again.  v.5

The priest listens to David and gives him the shewbread.  v.6



QUES:  Did the H.P. do right or wrong in giving David the shewbread?  Does the Lord place a higher value on human life or religious ceremony.  cf. Mt. 12:1-8

             If a neighbor was seriously ill and asked for your help as you were leaving for a church service, what would you do?



David’s deception is overheard by Doeg the Edomite who was “detained before the Lord”

(perhaps awaiting to be pronounced clean by the H.P., or was at Nob fulfilling a vow or offering a sacrifice).  v.7

b.   Later when Saul storms Nob to gain revenge, Doeg does what Saul’s soldiers refused to do; he hacked to death 85 priests and as a show of loyalty carries his atrocity further by killing Nob’s men, women, children and animals!  (22:9-19)

c.   Before David left the H.P. he requests a weapon of him and lies again (!), and the H.P. offers him Goliath’s sword.  v.8-9



III.  FLEEING TO A CITY OF THE PHILISTINES:  21:10-15



Being Identified:  v.10-12



Instead of waiting for an answer re: the Lord’s will, David leaves as soon as he has food and 

a weapon.  

This failure may explain his foolish choice of a move to Gath, 30 miles away in Philistine

territory.  v.10

Fear and flight is no substitute for faith and usually proves disastrous.

He chose Goliath’s hometown, perhaps believing that would be the last place Saul would 

look for him, or perhaps he thought the Philistines would think he was a deserter.  (Fear and panic do strange things.)

Fear of Saul is soon replaced by fear of Achish, the king of Gath, because Achish’s servants 

recognized David, remembering him as Israel’s hero, the slayer of 10,000’s of Philistines!



ILLUS:  How the mighty have fallen!  Here is Israel’s great hero, fearful of His own King as well as the enemies King.   Fear is the opposite and enemy of faith.  What do YOU fear?



    B.   Acting Insane:  v.13-15



            1.   David must have assumed that the Philistines would not kill a crazy man, so he goes into his 

            act…. another lie!

            2.   He gets an academy award for his performance – or at least his life is spared.  

   3.   The King rebukes his servants for bringing a madman to him and orders them to remove 

   David at once.  v.14-15



IV.   FLEEING TO A CAVE:  22:1-23



A.   David Insulating Parents and Friends:



   1.   David retreats to a cave and his parents and 400 friends gather to him. v.1-2



ILLUS:  These men are like all who cast their lot in with Jesus the Son of David, acclaiming Him the Captain of their salvation.



    2.   David seeks asylum for his parents from the King of Moab.  v.3-4



NOTE:  We don’t read what happened to David’s parents but a Jewish tradition suggests that the Moabites later murdered them.  If so, this would explain David’s harsh treatment of the Moabites after he is enthroned.  It is thought that David retreated to Masada.  v.4b



     3.   God sends a prophet to David and tells him to flee to a forest, his next hiding place from 

     Saul.  v.5  (Gad later becomes David’s seer)



B.   Saul Indicting His Men:  v.6-8



  1.   Saul learns of David’s whereabouts in Gibeah.

  2.   With spear in hand and enraged he begins to accuse his own men of disloyalty.

  3.   Saul wallows in self-pity and feels threatened as long as David is free.



C.   Saul Inciting His Men:  v.9-23



  1.   Doeg the Edomite, desiring to declare his loyalty to Saul speaks up.  v.9-10

  2.   Saul’s response is to arraign Ahimelech and all the priests of Nob before him. v.11



             a.   The last thing Saul wanted to hear from Ahimelech was for David to be hailed as a faith- 

             ful and honorable servant of Saul.  v.12-14

     b.   He further tells Saul that he had consulted with the Lord for David at other times and had 

     no reason to suspect that David was involved in a conspiracy.  v.15



   3.   Saul orders his bodyguards to murder the priests, but they refuse to carry out Saul’s death

   sentence.  v.17



ILLUS:  These men had more respect for the men of God than did the King.  They refused the King’s order at threat to their own lives.

This passage teaches that it is right to disobey wrong orders from authority. Of course you will have to live with the consequences of your decision.



   4.   The blood thirsty Doeg pounces on 85 of the priests and kills them along with the men,  

   women, children and animals in Nob.  v.18-19



    a.   Somehow Abiathar the priest escapes and tells David what Saul had done. v.20-21

     b.   David is guilt-stricken and confesses he had known that Doeg was present when he  

     talked to Ahimelech and knew that he would report to Saul.  v.22

    c.   David offers Abiathar asylum and protection with him and his men.  v.23



ILLUS:  Apparently David finally realizes how insanely jealous Saul is and how far his fury would reach.  But he also seems to be waking up to no longer fear Saul as much and begins to trust the Lord.  

                  

CONCL:  In spite of David’s fear and lack of faith, the Lord protected David.  He saw what David would become.  He knew David’s faith would return later.  In these dark days of fear David learned the wisdom of depending fully on the Lord.  Psalms 34 and 56 were written against the dark background of these days and indicate that he learned well to trust in the Lord instead of his cleverness, scheming and lying.  He learned that  “THE REMEDY FOR FEAR IS FAITH (NOT FLIGHT)!”













 “FAITH UNDER FIRE” 

or “THANK GOD FOR YELLOW PAINT!”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 23



INTRO:  A.  A skilled artist painted a foreboding scene with a drab, unlit house set against a background of dark, threatening clouds.  Then he dipped his brush into the brightest yellow paint on his palette and dabbed the house windows with it.  Suddenly the foreboding scene was transformed to one of light and life.



ILLUS:  If I were to give you 3 choices of black, gray and bright yellow to identify your present circumstances, which would you choose?



                   B.  David’s life was foreboding.  He was a fugitive on the run from Saul.  Humanly his life looked bleak – a dark gray against a black background.  But God dipped His brush into some yellow paint and added some brightness to David’s drab circumstances, giving him hope and a fresh lease on life.  David was learning that faith not flight is the remedy for fear.  The Lord had protected him and encouraged him, but he still had need of further lessons in the school of suffering before the Lord could graduate him to the throne of Israel.  God would have to dab some more yellow paint into David’s life to encourage him before he would learn to trust the Lord implicitly and in all circumstances.



I.  DAVID’S GROWING FAITH:



NOTE:  It was harvest time at Keilah, a town near the Philistine border, but the farmers weren’t happy because the Philistines were plundering their threshing floors. v.1

            Instead of calling for help from King Saul, they send a distress call to David. The people had lost confidence in Saul.



	A.   Requesting God’s Assistance:  v.1-13



   1.   David is learning…after the tragic results of David’s flight to Nob and Gath.

   2.   This time, instead of running off to Keilah, he stops and prays for guidance. v.2a



ILLUS:  The Master Painter had been good to David even when he feared instead of having faith. He had dabbed his drab and dark life with some “yellow paint” by sending Gad the prophet to him.  22:5  He also sent Abiathar the High Priest to David and even allows him to travel with David now.



		   3.   God gives David the green light to go against the Philistines.  v.2b

   4.   David’s men were still fearful and reasoned that they were in enough danger without going to 

   Keilah to fight the Philistines.  v.3

   5.   So David goes back to the Lord to double check His will and gets assurance that this is what 

   he should do.   v.4



ILLUS:  Did David allow his men to cause him to doubt God’s directions?  He had apparently received a direct communication via the Urim and Thummim from Abiathar. (more later)  How do you think God feels when we doubt Him?  Have you ever second guessed the Lord?



This reinforcement persuades David and his men to attack the Philistines, and they rout 

them,   take the cattle and rescue the city.

Another dab of yellow paint in David’s life was Abiathar’s presence with him along with the   

ephod containing the Urim and Thummim.  v.6



ILLUS:  Some believe the U and T to be a black stone (No) and a white stone (Yes) inside the pouch or pocket of the ephod.  Others believe each stone had a yes and no side.  Still others believe the stones glowed for a yes answer and did not for a no.  I believe it was more specific than a simple yes or no answer.   It could have been that various letters which spelled out the 12 tribes on the precious stones on the breastplate covering the ephod lit up to spell out a specific answer.  In any event the Master Painter added more “yellow paint” by allowing the H.P. and the ephod to accompany David.



David hears that Saul is pursuing him (v.7-8), so David calls for the ephod (again?).  v.9  



      8.   David is learning to trust the Lord and again goes to Him for assistance. v.10-12



ILLUS:  Today we don’t have the Urim and Thummim nor the High Priestly system.  What is God’s method of communicating His will to His people now?  How does the child of God receive direction today?  (The Word, fasting, prayer and Holy Spirit)

God’s vehicle of communication has changed, but the keys to understanding His will have not.  We must look to Him as the source of wisdom (Jas.1:5), then be ready to act in obedience to His revealed will.  1 Sam. 3:10



               a.   David asks if Saul would continue to pursue him to Keilah and if the men of Keilah  

	Would betray him to Saul.

       b.   The answer is yes to both questions, even though David had saved them from the Phili-  

       stines; this is perhaps because some were still loyal to Saul or because they knew Saul 

       would destroy them if they didn’t David obeys the Lord’s revealed will to leave with his    

       men.  v.13



	B.   Receiving God’s Assistance:  v.14-29



   1.   Because David followed God’s will, he is afforded providential protection. v.14



ILLUS:  Principle: when in God’s will, we are immortal till He is done with us…then He simply takes us to heaven.  He may do that thru an “accident,” sickness, old age, martyrdom (! – Paul, the Apostles, etc.), or may simply stop our heartbeat.  (Have you ever thought how God will take you home, or about WHY He might do so, or what you will say to Him if you are out of His will when you meet Him?)



  2.   God sends David some more “yellow paint” by sending Jonathan to him to encourage him.   

  v.15-17



            a.   David needed his friend at this time because some treacherous villains were working  

            overtime to destroy him.

    b.   They were working Saul and even invited Saul to come to their region, promising to  

    deliver David to them.  v.19-20

   c.   Saul had spiritual words on his lips, but murder in his heart.  v.21

   d.   Saul schemes with the Ziphites to set a trap for David.  v.22-23

   e.   Saul pursues David and closes in on him.  v.24-26



ILLUS:  Once again David’s circumstances looked bleak, but the Master Artist still had some “yellow paint” on hand.  He dabbed some more yellow on the canvas of David’s life by sending a messenger with disturbing news to King Saul.  v.27 This news turned Saul around and sent him back home to battle the Philistines.  v.28

           David is still not exercising faith and is still fearful of Saul, so he is continuing to flee.



II.  DAVID’S GLORIOUS FUTURE:  



A.   Receiving God’s Assurance:  v.17-18



  1.   Jonathan assures David of providential protection.  

  2.   David was told by Jonathan that he could claim a divine promise of a future reign over Israel.  



ILLUS:  David knew these things intellectually, but needed reminding.  Sometimes God uses someone else to encourage us, by reminding us of the truths we already know.  In fact, that’s how God uses the Pastor, for the most part.  He may also use a friend of yours to “provoke you to love and good works” in a ministry of exhortation.



  3.   This is the last mention in Script. of Jonathan and David meeting together.



ILLUS:  Perhaps it would be good for us to make sure that before we leave each other, that all is well in our relationship and fellowship.  One day it will be the last time we will be together!



CONCL:  The Master Painter has some “yellow paint” to brighten your life too!  We may at times be hemmed in by some very dark circumstances, but “THANK GOD FOR YELLOW PAINT!”







“RETIALIATE OR RETREAT?”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 24-25



INTRO:  A.  Some people believe in burying the hatchet and know exactly where they would like to bury it.  The believer needs to resist the urge to take revenge.  He must rest in the fact that the Lord will judge the unjust and reward the righteous.  He can commit himself to Him Who judges righteously.



1 Pet. 2:23

Speaking of our Savior, Peter wrote: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 



David had opportunities to take revenge on his enemies, but he preferred to leave things in the Lord’s hands.  



ILLUS:  Why is it hard to forgive?  What types of offenses are most difficult to forgive?  What types of offenses are the most natural to retaliate against?  Are certain kinds of people more difficult to forgive?  Why?



Saul was temporarily diverted by news of a Philistine invasion, but after dealing with that problem, he was right back on David’s trail.  He would not rest as long as David was alive.  24:1-2

I.  DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE:  ch.24



A.   David’s Reason:  v.3-14



  1.   Saul enters a cave, unaware that David and his men are inside already.  v.3

  2.   David’s men see this as an opportunity given by the Lord to David against Saul, instead

  David merely cuts off a part of Saul’s robe.  v.4



   a.   David even feels guilt in doing this.  v.5

   b.   David explains to his men and restrains them from doing anything to Saul.  v.6-7



  3.   David then calls to Saul and bows respectfully to him.  v.8

  4.   David then assures Saul that he had no intentions to harm him and shows him the material he  

  had cut off in the cave.  v.9-11

  5.   David assures Saul that he was leaving everything in the Lord’s hands.  v.12

  6.   David then quotes a proverb that teaches that wickedness proceeds from a wicked person, so  

  if he killed Saul, he would only incriminate himself. v.13-14

            7.   David suggests that he is like a dead dog or a flea, poor game for a royal hunter, someone

            who posed no threat to Saul.

   8.   David is willing to let the Lord deal with the entire situation.  v.15



	B.   Saul’s Response:  v.15-22



  1.   Sauls seems genuinely sorry for his pursuit of David.  v.16

  2.   Saul even admits that David has more character than himself.  v.17-18

  3.   Saul further suggests that the Lord should even reward David.  v.19



ILLUS:  Is Saul’s response really genuine?  Was Saul experiencing revival?  How do you know?  If Saul was sincere, why did David remain in the wilderness?



  4.   Saul seems to know that David would become King, even though we have no information 

  that he had received information to that effect.  v,20-22



  a.   Maybe Saul realized that the Lord was protecting David.

  b.   Maybe Saul remembered Samuel’s words that God had rejected him.

  c.   Maybe his conscience was speaking to him about his attitudes and behavior.  



Saul elicits a promise from David that he will not kill his family when he becomes King.  v.21-22



II.  DAVID SPARES NABAL’S LIFE:  ch. 25



ILLUS:  Ch.25 begins with a funeral and ends with a marriage.  It runs the gamut of human emotions – from grief to joy, from cold-heartedness to compassion and from rage to reason.  It exposes a fool, Nabal, and extols the wisdom and virtue of his wife Abagail.  It shows David wanting to kill Nabal, but sparing his life.

In v.1 we have the obituary of Samuel the prophet.  This must have been a time of great grief for David, esp. since he could not attend the funeral, knowing Saul had not truly repented.



A.   In Spite Of Nabal’s Wickedness:  25:2-11



  1.   At sheep shearing time, David hears about a wealthy man in Maon, named Nabal, for whom

  David and his men had provided protection (v.15,16,21), and asks respectfully for provisions.   

            v.2-8

  2.   Nabal sneers at the request and suggests that David is a no-account rebel. v.10,11



B.   At The Request Of Nabal’s Wife:  v.12-44



            1.   Nabal’s wicked attitude angers David and he orders his men to arm themselves and storms   

            away to pay Nabal an unexpected visit.  v.12-13



ILLUS:  Is David’s anger against Nabal justified?  How do you explain the fact that David refuses to kill Saul, but was ready to kill Nabal?



2.   One of Nabal’s young men tells Abigal what had happened and that David was out to settle  the score.  v.14-17

    3.   Abigail responds by packing up a generous supply of food to intercept David and his men.



ILLUS:  She could have chosen to save herself and Let David kill her wicked husband. Instead, she remained loyal, took Nabal’s blame and intereceded for her family.  v.19-20



    4.   David is still hot under the collar and vows to wipe out Nabal and every male member of 

    his household.  v.21-22  (see note in Defender’s Bible on v.22)

    5.   Abigail implores David to listen to her (v.23,24) and advises David to ignore Nabal because  

    he was what his name suggested – a fool.  v.23-25

    6.   Abigail credits the Lord with restraining David from killing Nabal, offered him the provis-

    ions she brought and asks forgiveness.  v.26-28

    7.   Abigail reminds David that vengeance belongs to the Lord and that He would continue to 

     keep him safe from all his enemies and set David on Israel’s throne.  v.29,30

    8.   She only requests that when David becomes King, he remember her.  v.31

     9.   David praises the Lord for sending her, blesses her, applauds her advice and assures her that

     the Lord used her to keep him from taking vengeance into his own hands.  v.32-35



ILLUS:  Why would a woman of such high moral character marry a rogue like Nabal? (Perhaps the marriage was arranged by parents or maybe Nabal hid his true character till after they were married.)  How can a Christian avoid a mismatched marriage today?  What can a Christian married to an unbeliever learn from Abigail?



    10.   The time of sheep shearing was a very festive time. v.36

11.   There is no indication that he missed his godly wife, suggesting his wealth meant more to 

 him than his wife.  

12.   When he sobered up the next day Abigail told him how close he had come to David’s 

sword, and he suffered a stroke or heart attack and died.  v.37,38

    13.   David recognized that this was God’s vengeance.  v.39

    14.   David then sends for Abigail to become his wife.  v.40-42



ILLUS:  Here we learn that David already had another wife, Ahinoam from Jezreel. v.43  He was beginning to build a harem in violation of God’s clear prohibition in Deut. 17:17 and this sin would cost him immeasurable pain later.  (Saul gives Michal, promised to David, to someone else.  v.44)

CONCL:  We can learn from David how to control ourselves when provoked and to forgive as God forgives.  We can learn some godly characteristics from David.  We can learn some godly characteristics from Abigail as well.  We can also learn that wise counsel is good whatever its source…male or female!   Sometimes it is better to retreat than to retaliate.





“DOUBLE INTRIGUE”�

TEXT:  1 Samuel 26-28



INTRO:  A.  Christians need to know that God may lead us over a path that may be rough, but it will always be right.  We may have low times and lean times, but if we are in His will they are learning times.  God had been leading David and giving him “A HEART FOR SERVICE.”   For a long time he lived in caves not castles.  He experienced thorns not thrones.  His followers were a minority not a majority.  He was hunted not hailed.  But God was preparing him for royal responsibilities.

            B.  David was betrayed again and again.  He felt lonely.  He was no doubt confused over Saul’s murderous intent toward him.  If God had truly sent Samuel to anoint him King over Israel, why didn’t he remove Saul and why would He allow Saul to hound him?  Why couldn’t he sit on a throne and build a kingdom?  Why would those whom he had befriended, betray him?   



I.  DOUBLE DEALING:  ch.26



ILLUS:  David had protected several wilderness towns from marauders, but at least 2 of them – Keilah and Ziph – repaid David with treachery.



A.   Ziphites:  v.1



   1.   Back in 23:19 we saw the double-dealing Ziphites betraying David.

   2.   Now they again betray David’s hiding place; they waste no time revealing to Saul David’s   

   whereabouts.



B.   Saul:  v.2-25



   1.   Saul’s former repentance was short lived and he once again musters 3000 troops to pursue 

            David.  v.2

   2.   The Lord again providentially protects David;  while Saul sets up a camp where David was

             supposedly hiding, David had moved to the desert.  v.3

   3.   David sends spies to confirm that Saul is hot on his trail again.  v.4

   4.   David then stakes out Saul’s camp and sees Saul, his captain Abner and the troops asleep…a 

   supernatural sleep.  v.5 and 12b

   5.   David and his nephew Abishai penetrate Saul’s camp and walk right up to slumbering Saul, 

   whose spear is sticking in the ground next to his pillow.  v.6,7

   6.   Once again David has an opportunity to kill his arch enemy and is urged to do so.  v.8



ILLUS:  David had several reasons to kill Saul:  

Self-preservation  

comfort and convenience  

3)   he would be able to ascend the throne for which he had been anointed revenge  

4)   Saul was unfit to be king   

pressure from his followers, who were no doubt tired of running and hiding.



7.   David was not seeking vengeance, which he knew belonged to the Lord and he was willing   to wait on the Lord.  v.9-10



ILLUS:  David reminds Abishai that the Lord has other options to remove Saul.  He could die of a disease, of old age, or be killed in battle.  He only listed three of the myriad possibilities at God’s disposal.  It is not wise to limit God. Perhaps you think your situation is hopeless.  But God…



8.   Though David doesn’t kill Saul, he leaves him notice of his opportunity. v.11-12

9.   David distances himself from Saul and his troops and then calls out to them and shows how close Saul had come to being killed, even blaming Abner for allowing his master to be placed in jeopardy.  v.13-16



Saul wakes up and realizes that it is indeed David and that he spared his life once again.  

v.17

David questions Saul as to why he wants to continue to pursue him; if it was the Lord he 

was willing to offer up a sacrifice, but if of men he wished God’s wrath on him.  v.18-20

 

10.   Saul again confesses he was wrong and invites David to return and gives him a pledge that he would not be harmed.  v.21

11.   David doesn’t bite…he asks Saul to send someone to retrieve his spear, obviously not trusting Saul.  v.22

12.   David says he is willing to trust the Lord (but apparently not Saul). v.23-24



NOTE:  David’s heart is right with Saul, but he doesn’t’ trust him any longer.  Is his attitude O.K. for a believer?  Must you seek someone’s fellowship because you have forgiven them?  Should you?    



13.   Saul wishes David blessings and predicts a bright future for him.  v.25



ILLUS:  David returns to the wilderness and Saul returns to the palace.  This seems so wrong.  David should be going to the palace.  Why doesn’t God just kill Saul? The two men part company for the last time; they will not be reconciled.



II.   DOUBLE AGENT:  ch. 27



ILLUS:  After speaking so boldly in the Lord to Saul, David seems to have lapsed into a state of depression.  He was convinced that Saul would continue to try to kill him and he seeks political asylum in the land of the Philistines.



A.   David Poses As The Philistines Ally:  v.1-7



            1.   David flees (again) with his wives, his men and their families to Achish, King of Gath (in

            spite of his last excursion to Gath and its outcome (21:12), where he pretended to be a madman.

            2.    David isn’t apparently thinking too clearly and we don’t see him seeking the Lord in prayer 

            here.  v.1-2



      a.   Achish received David warmly and lets David and his people live in Gath. v.3

                b.   The King apparently considered David a true foe of Saul and thus he and his men a 

	valuable addition to the Philistine’s military machine.

       c.   Saul hears about David’s move and gives up his pursuit.  v.4



ILLUS:  David is getting uncomfortable living with these idol-worshippers and is under constant scrutiny by the Philistines, so he requests a small town in the country and the King grants his request by giving him Ziklag (which rightly belonged to Judah – Josh. 19:5).  David stays there 16 months!



B.   David Purges The Israelites Enemies: v.8-12



   1.   David uses Ziklag as a base of operations to raid the Philistines, while pretending to raid 

   Israel.

             2.   To make sure reports of his true activities did not reach the King, David left no survivors, 

             “dead men tell no tales…”

    3.   His ploy was successful and “Achish believed David…”  v.12



ILLUS:  Bob Jones, Sr. used to say “It is never right to do wrong in order to get a chance to do right.”  David was living a life of insecurity, not faith; of lies, not truth.  His lack of faith led him to flee and have to fight, instead of just trusting the Lord.  It would have serious consequences…



II.  DOUBLE TROUBLE:  ch.28



A.   Shunem!



  1.   David’s complicity with the King Achish puts him on the spot!  



  a.   It is payday!  The King wants David to go to war against Israel. v.1

  b.   He also makes David his personal bodyguard!  v.2



2.   The Philistines march against Israel and camp in Shunem and Saul trembles!. (the same word is used of Mt. Sinai when God descended).  v.4-5



 a.   Saul attempts to pray (more than David did!), but God ignores him. v.6

 b.   Apparently he was sincere enough trying several ways to contact the Lord, but nothing

 worked!



ILLUS:  For Saul it is too little – too late!  If Saul had prayed before he got in trouble with the Lord instead of now, things could have been different.  Can believers today experience God’s indifference to their pleas?  



B.   Samuel!



            1.   Saul had conducted a literal “witch hunt” in the land earlier in his regime and v.3 Parenthetic-

   cally reminds us of 2 salient facts: Samuel’s death and this.

  2.   Saul now seeks for a witch; what God won’t provide Satan will attempt! v.7 Saul and 2 men   

  go to a witch for a seance.  v.8



a.   The witch doesn’t deny what she is, but reminds Saul of the ban on witchcraft.  v.9

 	Saul SWARES to her BY THE LORD (!), that her secret is safe with him. v.10

b.  She then asks who he wants to speak to from beyond the grave and he responds:  “Bring me up Samuel.”  v.11

c.   What happens next shocks her and Saul: she suddenly “sees” Samuel and some how realizes that the man asking for her help is none other than the King of Israel!  v.12



 1)   Saul reassures her he means her no harm and asks what or who she has seen and 

                             she responds with ”I saw gods ascending out of the earth.”  v.14

       2)   She then describes him and Saul believes the apparition to indeed be Samuel.  v.14



ILLUS:  Some fascinating questions arise here.  Is this really Samuel?  Does a witch or channeler or medium have power to resurrect people who have died?  Was this really Samuel or a spirit or demon (“gods”) impersonating him?  Does her seeming surprise argue for the fact that it really was Samuel?  Are there other Bible examples which help decipher this mystery?



         3)   Saul believes the apparition is really the Prophet and addresses. him. v.15

                              4)   Another interesting statement is made in v.16; i.e., if you can’t get thru to the 

                               Lord, is it possible to communicate with dead prophets? v.16

         5)   The mystery deepens with the information given by “Samuel.”  v.17-19



ILLUS:  Whatever the answer to the above questions, because of Saul’s disobedience earlier in his career, Saul had plunged himself into spiritual darkness and would now pass thru the dark valley of death, confused and comfortless.  v.20 He now has to receive help from a abominable, demonic witch.  v.21-25



CONCL:  Double-dealing enemies and acting as a Double-agent for Israel’s enemies brought Double-trouble to David.  Saul too had Double-trouble because of his disobedience.  David and Saul would not see each other again after these events and David - in spite of his failures would ascend the throne of Israel and Saul would die at the hand of the enemy God told him to kill.  





“THE END OF THE BEGINNING”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 29-31



INTRO:  A.  At a point in WWII, when the British had won a victory over Hitler, Winston Churchill advised England, “This is not the end.  It is not even the beginning of the end.  It may be the end of the beginning.”



ILLUS:  Sometimes we may feel life is a long journey, whereas the Bible depicts it as transitory and fleeting.  We began this study of I Samuel with the birth of Samuel and have seen him grow old and die.  We saw a young man named Saul, become King of Israel and in the last chapter we will see the aged Saul killed in battle.  We were introduced to a young lad named David, also anointed King of Israel, spending years running from Saul.

As we close the book of 1 Samuel, we see David delivered from the Philistines and victorious over a horde of Amalekites.  And we will see his antagonist, Saul, dead on a mountain slope – slain by the Philistines.  We may think this is the end of David’s troubles.  However, it was not even the beginning of the end.  It was only “THE END OF THE BEGINNING…”



I.  A NEW BEGINNING FOR DAVID:  (1 Sam. 29-30)

A.   An Honorable Discharge:  ch.29



   1.   The army of Israel and the army of the Philistines are preparing to mount a major battle   v.1

   2.   David is still with the Philistines and King Achish, and David and his men are in the  

   “reward” or “rearward” or rear-guard of the military detachment.  v.2

   3.   The Philistine leaders come to Achish complaining that David, the champion of Israel is 

   marching with them.  v.4-5



ILLUS:  Compromise with principle always leads to conflict.  David was wrong, even though he used his compromise to war against the Amalekites from time to time.  He is nonetheless in the enemies camp.  He has had to live a life of deceit and treachery.  In spite of this, God providentially kept him from fighting against his own people.



   4.   Achish tells David he and his men must leave the war-zone by dawn.  v.6-7



a.   David is placed in the awkward position of stating to Achish that he wanted to fight      against his own people.  v.8

    b.   Achish had admired David’s personal character, but he didn’t know of David’s incurs-

                    ions against the Amalekites, allies of the Philistines. v.9



   5.   Achish is insistent and David and his men start their journey home to Ziklag, and the   

   Philistines move on to the valley of Jezreel to battle Israel.  v.10-11



B.   An Honorable Decree:  ch.30



1.  When David and his men arrive at Ziklag, instead of seeing their city glistening in the sun,   they find it smoldering in ruins.  v.1-3

 2.   Instead of hearing the happy voices of their wives and children, they hear only the crackling

of dying embers.



ILLUS:  Here is the price of compromise.  While David was hob-nobbing with the enemy, their allies, the Amalekites, had invaded the region while all the men of Ziklag were preparing to fight the enemy.  Their absence had left the towns defenseless.



  3.   Their tears fell until they were too weak to cry anymore and no doubt David’s tears were the  

  hottest and most painful, realizing the consequences of his fear, lack of faith and compromise  

            with the enemy.  v.4-5



ILLUS:  David is responsible and he knows it, for the loss of the women and children –including his own 2 wives (another human failing of David).  



  4.   As if this was not bad enough, David was facing mutiny in the ranks of his followers, and 

  they spoke openly of stoning him to death.  v.6a



ILLUS:  Typically human, David begins now to turn to the Lord for encouragement. We haven’t seen too much spirituality or faith on David’s part, it was David’s plan, his schemes, his compromise; now when all the human props fail him and he is faced with rebellion, great loss and even death, he begins to remember the Lord.  v.6b The embers of Ziklag were smoldering, but the embers of revival were beginning to glow in David’s soul as He draws strength from the Lord.  An old hymn reflects David’s heart:  “Needing a friend to help me in the end, where could I go but to the Lord?”



5.   David now calls for the High Priest, Abiathar, and asks for him to use the ephod (the Urim   and Thummim).  v.7,8

6.   David gets a green light from the Lord to pursue the Amalakites and he and his men take off; instead of falling on David in wrath, they fall into line behind David in God’s will.  v.9,10



               a.   By the time they reach an encampment 200 of the men were too weak to continue, so 

               b.   David appoints them to guard the provisions.  v.9-10

               c.   They “coincidentally” meet a sick Egyptian who had marched with the Amalekites

               against Ziklag.  v.11-14

                     d.   David promises he will spare the Egyptian’s life if he will provide the intelligence 

                     report regarding the Amalekites whereabouts.  v.15

                     e.   With this information in hand, David proceeds to locate the Amalekites, who are 

                     celebrating their victory.  v.16

               f.   David and his men wage a successful campaign against them, and only 400 men escape 

              on camel back.  v.17

               g.   Now operating in the sphere of God’s will, God not only blesses David with victory and

               the recovery of everyone and everything taken by the Amalakites, but captures the booty  

               they had seized from other towns.  v.18-20



     7.   Trouble brews again when the unbelievers in David’s ranks rebel against sharing equally     

     with those 200 men they had left behind to guard the provisions.  v.21-22

     8.   David stands his ground and makes an honorable decree to share equally the spoils of battle   

    with those who stayed behind.  v.23-25



ILLUS:  Everyone can’t go to the mission field, but many can stay behind and support those who do go, financially and with prayer.  There will be an equal reward for faithfulness for both.  You can’t do everything, but you can be faithful doing whatever God allows you to do.  It is your faithfulness that will be rewarded, not your gifts, talents, or even your calling!  Name some ministries which you can be involved in without going “full-time” as a preacher or missionary…  



     9.   David now remembers those who had befriended him during his years of running from  

    Saul.   v.26-31

          10.   It is interesting that one of those towns was Hebron, where he would later be anointed  

              King, and from where he would reign for 7 ½ years, before moving his capital to Jerusalem.



NOTE:  Thus we come to “THE END OF THE BEGINNING” for King David and are about to read about THE BEGINNING OF THE END for King Saul.



II.  A NIGHTMARISH END FOR SAUL:  1 Sam. 31



A.   Defeat:  v.1

 

           1.   Although they no doubt fought bravely, the Israelite army was no match for the hordes of  

           Philistine spearmen and archers.

2.   This was a great defeat for the nation under the leadership of Saul and “they fell down slain in 

 mount Gilboa.”  

  B.   Death:  v.2-6



Seeking to demoralize the troops, the Philistines single out Saul and his sons. v.2

The Philistine archers severely wound King Saul.  v.3

Saul begs his armorbearer to finish him off, but he refuses (following David’s example?), so 

Saul takes a sword and falls on it.  v.4

The armorbearer then follows suit.  v.5



ILLUS:  The Scripture never contradicts itself.  In 2 Samuel 1 we find an Amalekite confessing that he found Saul still alive and at Saul’s request kills him, then takes his crown and bracelet.  Question:  did Saul die by his own hand or did an Amalakite kill him?  Two plausible possibilities: Saul killed himself and the Amalekite is lying, trying to take credit and seeking a reward from King David.  The Amalakite found Saul not quite dead and Saul requested he finish the job and then kills him.



Not only is Israel defeated on this bleak day, but Saul and his sons are killed; it was the end of

 an era, 



          a.   It was also THE END OF THE BEGINNING of a new era for David; many trials were  

          past, but many new trials lay ahead.

b.   David had spent 10 long years running for his life, knowing that God had anointed him   

King over Israel; God had put him, like so many others in His “wait training” program.



  C.   Disgrace:  v.7-13



1.   The news of Saul’s death sent shock waves thru nearby towns and fearing death at the hands of 

the Philistines, the people evacuated their towns and the Philistines were able to claim them without a fight.  v.7

2.   The day after the battle the Philistines came to rob the dead Israelites and when they came to 

the bodies of Saul and his sons (v.8), they weren’t content to merely strip them, but they cut off Saul’s head, stripped his armor from his dead body and carried them thru their land for all to see.  v.9

3.   Then they placed his armor and headless body in a museum of the false god Ashtaroth.  v.10

4.   When the men of Jabeshgilead heard about this, they infiltrated the Philistine ranks and 

removed and then burned Saul’s body.  v.11-13



CONCL:  Thus ends the infamous and ignominious life of the first King of Israel and thus begins the famous and favored life of the next King of Israel.  

The Lord gives each of us one life.  How we choose to live it determines its success or failure.  If we acknowledge the Lord in all our ways, we will enjoy victory and become a source of blessing to others.  If we step outside His will there are no promises to claim, nor any victory to experience.  How will YOU live?

















"DEALING WITH DISASTER!"



TEXT: I Sam. 30:1-8



THESIS: To show how to deal with a crisis, biblically.



INTRO: A. You are driving home from work thinking of a delicious dinner and some time away from the pressures of work.  You picture yourself relaxing in your recliner, reading the paper or watching the evening news or listening to some nice music.  You turn into your street and see lights flashing, a lot of commotion and police barricades.  A policeman shouts "Sorry pal, you can't get through!  A house is on fire."  Then you discover the house is yours.  How do you respond in the crises of life?



                B. Perhaps it's not a fire, but a death in the family, a lost job, or having a son tell you he has AIDS, or the doctor tell you have cancer.  How do we respond in the crises of life?



TRANS: The biblical text speaks of a crisis in David's life and in the lives of the people close to him. (v.1-3) Their hometown had been burned and all their children taken captive.  David and the people responded differently.  The principles apply to us.  How do we respond in the crises of life?



I.  GIVE UP!  v.4



    A.   Weep and Wail:



1.   Our first (and "normal") response is often tears; there is nothing wrong with tears as long as the grief is not immobilizing.

           2.   David and the people wept "until they had no more power to weep."



ILLUS: You say the pain is too great, what will I do?  In our TV age we see the sorrow and hear the weeping and wailing of parents whose children are gunned down in the street; children are kidnapped; women are raped.  I don't know how the unsaved cope.  Many simply give up.  Others go to booze or drugs.  How should believers deal with disaster?



    B.   Throw In The Towel:



1.   No matter how big or personal the disaster (earthquake, loss of a home, loved one, a job, etc.) life continues...though forever altered.

       	  2.   The first response of these people in our text is that life is not worth living anymore.



ILLUS: But I have read the end of this story and things do work out and their worst fears are not realized!  One thing is certain about circumstances they WILL change!  I have read the end of the Bible and things do work out and our worst fears will not be realized!  God is on the throne.  He is not just the God of history, He is the God of eternity!



II. BLAME SOMEONE!  v.6



    A.   Point The Finger:



       	  1.   The people blamed David even though his loss was as great as theirs. v.5

2.   We often look for someone to blame for our problems; it was the Drs fault, it was the  neighbor's fault or worse, it was my fault!



ILLUS: America is on a "BLAME SOMEONE" and "COLLECT MONEY FOR THE MISHAP" kick!  We immediately want to sue someone!  Dr's are not super human and they do make mistakes.  Diseases do still kill and it's not the Drs fault!  If someone is driving and drunk and kills or maims a loved one, by all means go after him or her!  But accidents do happen and it is impossible always to find someone legitimately to blame.

        Blaming yourself for a loved ones misfortune or death may help you "explain" what happened, but self-incrimination is destructive.  If you are a child of God, remember there are no "accidents" in your life and you are NOT to blame for what happens in life.  God is still on the throne.



             3.   Some people BLAME God.



ILLUS: It is true that God is on the throne, but He is our Savior, not our tormentor.  He hurts with our hurts, He weeps when we weep.  He permits many things He does not cause!  Remember He allowed His Son to go to the cross to make us a part of His family.  That's how much He loves us!



B.   Seek Revenge:



  1.   The people were about to stone David!



ILLUS: Remember, David was NOT at fault here!  If someone rapes or maims or kills a loved one they SHOULD, MUST and WILL (ultimately) PAY!

        An 83 yr. old woman in Lakeville, Mass. was brutally beaten by a man who tortured and killed a 23 yr. old paraplegic. After beating and strangling this young man over a period of several hours, Robt. Wade, the killer, confessed saying: "I hit him a few times to see if he was alive.  He was dead."  He admitted sitting on the boy's legs while a companion strangled him.

        But Wade walked free.  The Superior Court Judge threw out Wade's confession to police saying: he did not make a "knowing, intelligent and volumntary waiver" of his Miranda rights because of his low I.Q.  Now, 8 yrs. later Wade is accused of yet another murder!"  Reader's Digest 9/94 S.A. IBID., P.111,112

        But when something happens which is not premeditated or a result of negligence, why try to make someone else's life miserable?



             2.   Learn to deal with a crisis as a Christian!



III. SEEK THE LORD!  v.6-8



    A.   Encourage Yourself In The Lord:  v.6b



ILLUS: What a fantastic way to deal with disaster!  David utilized a resourse which no unsaved person has access to.  He sat down and said "Lord, I know you love me, in spite of these circumstances.  You also love these people who want to stone me.  They are just over-reacting and trying to seek revenge for their loss.  Even if they are successful in killing me I will go to heaven.  Lord, what would You have me to do?"



    B.   Seek The Lord's Will: v.7



1. We don't have the Ephod or the Urim and Thummim, but we DO have the Word of God and   access to the throne of grace.

2. We don't have to respond like the ungodly and we need to learn to ask for God's help in dealing with disaster in line with His will.



    C.   Rely On The Lord's Promises: v.8



 1.   David not only received direction, he also received assurance of victory and the next verse       

           begins with "So David went..."

       	  2.   Be sure when you have gotten guidance, that you follow God's plan and trust in His promises.



    D.   Glorify The Lord In Victory: v.18,22-23



1.   After David's victory (v.18) he refused the "counsel of the ungodly" (v.22) and glorified the   Lord by establishing a new principle (v.23-24) that benefited those who could not go as well as those who went into the battle.

2.   When the dust has settled and we finally get the victory over the disaster or the crisis, we need to praise the Lord for His goodness through it all.



CONCL: Here are two negative and incorrect responses when DEALING WITHDISASTER, and one positive and correct response.  The 4 principles under the correct response should be how we DEAL WITHDISASTER as Christians and how we COPE WITH A CRISIS!  How are YOU doing?





“IS IT TIME TO ‘REBOOT’?”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 30:6



THESIS:  To show how to “reboot” your life when things don’t go as planned.



INTRO:   A.  “Rebooting” is a computer term.  It generally means that something has gone wrong with your computer or a program and you need to shut it down and then restart or “reboot” it and go back “on line.”  (There are times I would really like to give the boot to my computer!)   When something goes wrong in the Christian life it might be time to “reboot” so we can get back “on line” for the Lord.  



I.   IT’S TIME TO ‘REBOOT’ – WHEN YOU ARE DISCOURAGED:  (TEXT)



A.   The Remedy for Discouragement is Encouragement!



ILLUS:  David had every right to be distressed or discouraged.  He was the King, the leader of the nation and the commander-in-chief of the armed forces and he had just suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of his enemies.  It was both a national disgrace and a personal loss.  But David “encouraged himself in the Lord his God.”



   1.   Don’t quit!



POEM:  Don’t Quit, by Jack Hyles  

   			“When your health is feeling sickly, And the medicine tastes bad;

    			When your fellowship is lonely, And your happiness is sad;

    			When your warmth is getting colder, And in clouds your sunshine’s clad; 

    			DON’T QUIT!

    			When you find your wins are losses, And that all your gains are lacks,

    			When ill things never come alone, And your troubles run in packs;

    			When your soul is bruised and battered From the Tempter’s fierce attacks;

    			DON’T QUIT!

    			Be not weary in well doing, For in due season brings the grain;

    			He who on the Lord hath waited Shall never run in vain;

    			The just man falleth seven times, Yet riseth up again;

    			DON’T QUIT!



2.   Look up!  cf. v.7-8



a.   Seek help from God’s appointed source.  v.7

 b.   Seek the Lord Himself.  v.8a

 c.   Claim God’s promise.  v.8b



3.   Keep serving!  



ILLUS:  David encouraged himself in the Lord, then prayed, claimed the promise and moved on.  He didn’t resign the throne, become defeated or become depressed. (There is a difference between being “distressed” and being “depressed.”)  Then he claimed the victory and was successful.  (v.18,19)  



4.   Don’t turn back!



ILLUS:  David could have said, “Lord you anointed me King and you have let me down, I’m going back to being a shepherd of sheep instead of a shepherd of men.  It’s so much easier.  But he had no right to reject God’s past goodness or His calling.  He just needed to “reboot”! 



5.   Don’t depend on talent!



 a.   The prerequisite for success is character, not talent.

 b.   The formula for success is dependence on God, not on the flesh.



ILLUS:  What I want in a staff member or secretary is loyalty, tenacity, initiative and integrity, rather than talent or skills like typing, speaking ability, personality, etc.



 6.   Depend on the Lord!



ILLUS:  David didn’t encourage himself in his army, chariots, horses, weapons of war, friends, family or even the “pastor.”  He “encouraged himself in the Lord…”



B.   When You “Get Down” – ‘REBOOT’!



II.   IT’S TIME TO ‘REBOOT’ – WHEN YOU GROW COLD:



Ps. 39:3-4

My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue, LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am. 

A.   The Remedy for Coldness is Fire!



ILLUS:  The Lord is often in the fire.  HE was in the burning bush when He appeared to Moses.  (Exc.3:2)   He was in the pillar of fire in the wilderness leading the Israelites which gave them guidance, light and heat!  (Ex.13:21-22)  He was in the fire that fell and consumed the offering on the altar in Lev. 9:24.  He was in the fire that fell and consumed the offering, altar, water and dust when Elijah contended with the prophets of Baal.  (He refuses to acknowledge “strange fire!”  -  Be sure you warm yourself by God’s fire, not your own fire!)  



Lev. 10:1-2

1	And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 

2	And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 



   1.   The fire that warmed you before will warm you again!



ILLUS:  Where were you before when your heart was warm?  Go back there and it will get warm again.  Warm your heart in the Word, in your prayer-time, in fellowship with other believers, go soul-winning again, cook a meal for someone in need.



   2.   That which blessed you before will bless you again!



Is. 57:15

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 



B.   When You Backslide – ‘REBOOT’!



III.  IT’S TIME TO ‘REBOOT’ – WHEN YOU ARE FEARFUL:  Mt. 6:26,29-34



A.   The Remedy for Fear is Faith!



   1.   Trust like a bird!   v.25-26



ILLUS:  The least important part of your life is the physical.  v.25  Even a lowly bird knows that God will supply his physical needs.  v.26    The bird doesn’t fret or worry.



POEM:  “DON’T WORRY, ROBIN!”  Cathy Corle   Revival Fires!, 1/99



   2.   Make like a lily!  v.28-30

   3.   Don’t worry!  v.31

   4.   Don’t doubt!  v.33,34



ILLUS:  The same God who saved you by faith, will fill you by faith and keep you by faith.  Jesus is called the Faithful and True One in Revelation.   It is the devil who is the Doubtmaster!  Don’t undo in doubt what you did in faith.  Don’t undo in a moment of weakness what you did in a moment of strength.  Don’t second guess spiritual decisions!  God will vindicate those decisions in time.  Give Him a chance.  Ex:  After making the decision to come here as Pastor, I had grave, serious, major doubts!  After I arrived, those doubts became even larger.  But since then the Lord has again and again confirmed and vindicated that decision.  



B.   When You Lack Faith – ‘REBOOT’!



CONCL:  “IS IT TIME FOR YOU TO ‘REBOOT’?”  Are you discouraged?  Have you grown cold?  Are you fearful?  The remedy for discouragement is encouragement – from the Lord.  The remedy for growing cold is the rekindled fire of God in your life. The remedy for fear and doubt is faith in the Lord.

			The remedy for your lost condition is simple trust in what Jesus did for you when He died in your place, was buried and rose again from the dead – for YOU!





“LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED”



TEXT:  1 Samuel 31:11-13



INTRO:  A. Saul had so much going for him when he started out.  Physically, he was tall and powerful.  (Polls tell us that tall men have a distinct advantage in leadership positions today.)  Attitudinally, he was humble (10:20-23) and thoughtful of his father’s feelings (9:5). Spiritually, he started out with the power of the Holy Spirit upon him (10:10), and he prophesied.

What went wrong?  Where did he go wrong?  Why did it all go so wrong? What caused this outstanding leader to become a hopeless suicide?  What turned this great man to become a vengeful, bitter, mean-spirited, suspicious, hateful, and murderous king?

The problem were the “LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED” – lessons we had better learn or we too will end up shipwreck.  Saul never learned…



I.  SIN IS SERIOUS:



A.   He Treated His Sin Casually:



   1.   He made excuses for his sin.  



ILLUS:  What sin did God consider so great that Saul would be replaced as King? Probably not the one you think.



a.   Samuel was late arriving for an appointment so Saul intruded into the office of the   priesthood.  13:8-14

    b.   Saul again offers a sacrifice in a flagrant act of disobedience.  15:9,14-15



ILLUS:  The crown of Israel wasn’t enough for Saul, he seemed to desire the office of priest as well, but when confronted he made excuses and even lied to protect himself.



    c.   Saul acted on public opinion. 15:21



Ex. 23:2 

Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil…



All sin is serious sin.  There are greater consequences to some sins than others.  God calls some sins which are especially hurtful, “abominations.”  Some sins will bring God’s chastening while others seem to go immediately unpunished.  Some sins will even cause premature death.  Some sins destroy a testimony, a life, a reputation, a ministry.  All sin brings death of something.  “The wages of sin is death.”



          2.   Saul never evidenced any genuine sense of repentance or sorrow for his sin.



ILLUS:  David later committed far greater sins than Saul (from the human viewpoint) yet God blessed David and banished Saul.  Why?  God sees the heart!  He knows if a person is repentant or just sorry he got caught!



B.   He Didn’t See His Sin As Serious.



QUES: If all our sins are under the blood, what difference does it make how we live?  We need to learn what Saul didn’t.  That all sin is serious.  That all sin carries penalties…now or later. The believer that doesn’t heed this principle will pay and pay and pay…



II.   SPIRITUAL DECLINE IS GRADUAL:



A.   Falling Away Is Not An Overnight Event:



  1.   No one generally wakes up one day and says “I think I will start backsliding today.

  2.   Backsliding does not start flagrantly, it begins with small shifts and slides.



ILLUS:  You begin to change your priorities.  You no longer see Sunday School as being for you.  You don’t make preaching important.  (Some ladies sign up for nursery or toddlers to escape preaching.  Some men loiter in the halls or become ushers so they can avoid preaching.  [Others do so they can serve the Lord!])  Bible study or devotions take second place to something else – even something good.  (Which do you think God will bless?)  Prayer becomes a burden, even though in your heart you know it is God’s means of blessing us.  TV or the internet take precedent over soul-winning.  “For him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin!”



B.   Falling Away Is A Gradual Process:



   1.   The landmarks are moved ever so slightly over a period of time.

   2.   The shift away from spirituality is incremental.



ILLUS:  God warns “Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth…”  “a little leaven leveaneth the whole lump…”  “little foxes spoil the grapes…”   

			The “little” time we waste on even good things will one day appear gigantic. When we view our life from our deathbed or the end of our life, how will we evaluate our time investment.  Are we “spending” or “investing” our time (life)?

			That fateful day on the battlefield when Saul decided to commit suicide was the culmination of a wasted life.  He wasted his life in hatred and bitterness against David.  He wasted his opportunities to be a great King because of mistaken priorities. He wasted his gifts and talents on disobedience, dishonesty and rebellion.  (What are you wasting?)



III.  INTEGRITY IS ESSENTIAL:



A.   Saul Lacked Integrity:

1.   Integrity is a primary character trait.

2.   The Hebrew word for integrity means “innocence, uprightness, simplicity.”

3.   Integrity or lack of it, governs all our actions, and is defined as the state of sound moral 

principle; uprightness, honesty and sincerity.



ILLUS:  Over the years as pastor here, I could have stolen money, been unfaithful to my wife, cheated on business dealings, lied to the church, etc.  but integrity won’t permit that.  Integrity is a commitment you make to yourself, the Lord and others.  Saul lacked integrity, and that lack eroded his character.  He could therefore not be trusted with leadership any longer and God had to remove him.  David had integrity.  Did he have lapses in that integrity?  Yes.  But in his heart he had made a commitment.   Saul started out serving God, but wound up trying to use God.  (The witch of Endor inciddent).  David failed, but repented, and God saw that he had integrity of character, so He blessed and rewarded him.



IV.  OBEDIENCE IS PARAMOUNT:



Sacrifice Is No Substitute For Obedience:



ILLUS:  God honors obedience above all things, including service, doctrinal soundness, or even character (though these things are often an outgrowth of obedience.)



  1.   Paul played “Let’s Make A Deal” with God and Samuel: sacrifice for obedience.

  2.   Saul played a game of partial obedience and lost, because partial obedience is complete dis-

  obedience.



ILLUS:  To quote a great preacher (me (!): “It is just as bad to worship the devil as to give partial obedience to God.  You may as well consult witches as to put your will against God’s authority.  Are you practicing witchcraft?  Are you saved?  Then why don’t you get baptized?  God commanded it – lack of obedience is rebellion and rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft!  Are you tithing?  God commanded it.  Do you go soul-winning?  God commanded it.  Are you faith-ful?  God commands it.  Maybe we have a bunch of ‘witches’ in our church!!  You say “I obey most of the time” – Hello witch!  “I do mostly what God says.”  Hello witch!  Saul killed most of the people.  He nearly obeyed what God told him to do.”



3.   God’s response is “to obey is better than sacrifice” and that disobedience manifests rebellion and “rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.”



ILLUS:  God hates idolatry and witchcraft is a form of idolatry.  It substitutes worship for God for worship of Satan and the gods (demons).  It is an act of rebellion against the supremacy and sovereignty of God.  God then equates rebellion with witchcraft.  We view rebellion as a sin, perhaps, but not on the same level as witchcraft or Satan worship.  Who is right?  God obviously!



B.   Disobedience Is Expensive:



ILLUS:  One serious consequence of rebellion or stubbornness is to disqualify one from God’s service or to be practically disowned by Deity.  Like Saul, a person may continue in office, but will no longer be practically a part of His work.  The higher service of God will cease.  Saul would continue to be the legal King, but no longer the Theocratic King (i.e., reigning and serving in God’s stead).



             1.   Witchcraft is serious sin…so is rebellion and disobedience and thus deserve serious punish- 

             ment.

       2.   Idolatry is serious sin…so is stubbornness, so they both bring serious punishment.

     3.   If obedience acknowledges Christ’s Lordship it carries its own rewards, just as disobe-  

     dience carries its on punishments. 



CONCL:  Life is the classroom where we are learning the imperative lessons God wants us to know.  Are we listening to the Teacher?  Can we learn the “LESSONS KING SAUL NEVER LEARNED?” 





"I SURRENDER..."



TEXT: II Sam. 2



INTRO: A. A committee was discussing the possibility of a city-wide evangelism crusade and D.L. Moody's name was mentioned as the speaker.  One young preach-er spoke up: "Why Moody?  Does Moody have a monopoly on the Holy Spirit?"

   The silence was broken by an old godly minister: "No, Moody does not have a monoply on the Holy Spirit; but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on D.L. Moody."  That is really the crux of surrender to the will of God.



                B. After receiving word of Saul's death and penning his sweet song of praise for his former enemy, David now seeks the Lord's will concerning his place of service and future ministry.



ILLUS: When we think of David we usually think of a sling and a fling.  The sling with which he slew Goliath and the fling with Bathsheba which slew David.  But the real secret to David's spiritual success and reputation as a "man after God's own heart" and the "apple of God's eye" is in his surrender to God's will...



TRANS: David is far from perfect.  He struggled where we struggle.  Therein lies our identity with him.  In ch.1 we saw David's character shine as he showed his love for his enemy, God's anointed.  In ch.2 we will see David's spirit glow as he seeks God's will...



I.  SURRENDER TO GOD'S WILL NECESSITATES HUMILITY: v.l



    A.   David Sought Guidance:  "David enquired of the Lord..."



           l.   Possibly thru the Urim and Thummim.

           2.   Probably simply thru prayer.



QUES: How do YOU determine God's will?  There must be a humble dependence on what God says in His Word and the losing of your own will.



    B.   David Shows Wisdom:  "into any of the cities of Judah?"



           1 .  The cities of Israel were controlled by the Philistines.

           2.   The hearts of the people had been turned against David by Saul.



NOTE: Most often God's will lies in the logical choice.  God gave us our brain.



a.   David knew he would have to prove himself and win the loyalty of the Israelites, not simply declare himself their King.

b.   David's wisdom is revealed in that he didn't consult with his counselors first, but went directly to the Lord.



III. SURRENDER TO GOD'S WILL DEMANDS AVAILABILITY:  v.2-4



    A.   David's Destination:  "and He said, 'unto Hebron.'" v.1b



           l.   David knew the significance of Hebron in Israel's history:



       a.   For Abraham it was a place of fellowship with God.



NOTE: When Abraham was promised Caanan he moved there and built an altar unto the Lord.



b.   For the spies under Moses it was a place of fruitfulness (they returned from Hebron with a huge cluster of grapes).

                 c.   For Caleb it was a place of faith (it was inhabited by giants).

                 d.   For Israel it was a place of forgiveness (as a city of refuge).



           2.   David surrendered to God's direction. "and David went up..."  v.2a



    B.   David's Coronation:  v.2-4



           l.   David is now 30 yrs. old and in the prime of life.

          2.   David had already been anointed King years ago by Samuel.

          3.   David now would submit to a new anointing with "fresh oil".



Psalm 92:10  

"I shall be anointed with fresh oil."  David recognized the need for a fresh enduement of power by God and the recognition of his position by men. He is anointed King over Judah in Hebron for 7 1/2 yrs.  cf.v.11  Later he would be anointed King over all Israel.  (5:3)



ILLUS: "The greatest ability is availability."  David surrendered himself to God's will and made himself available to whatever God had for him.  God does not need your talents - he needs YOU!



4. David also makes himself available to the rest of Israel in a moving gesture toward those who had risked their lives to recover Saul's body; as well as a veiled suggestion to receive him as their King.   v. 5-7



III. SURRENDER TO GOD'S WILL PRODUCES HOSTILITY: v.8  "but Abner..."



    A.   David's Competitor:



           l.   Abner means "man of shame".

          2.   Abner is also called Eshbaal or "man of Baal".



NOTE: Abner had been a capt. in Saul's army who somehow escaped alive at the battle of Mt. Gilboa where Saul was killed.  He now makes Ishbosheth, one of Saul's surviving sons, a puppet king of Israel. v.8-10

      Anytime one of God's children surrenders to him, he can count on opposition from the enemy.



    B.   David's Confrontation:



l.   The confrontation begins with 12 soldiers from each side in hand-to-hand combat and all 24 die.  v.15-16

2.   The outcome sparks open warfare with David being victorious. v.17,30,31  (20 to 360...an overwhelming victory!)



NOTE: "Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world."  But victory only comes thru surrender.  That is the opposite principle the world lives by.  Of course, our surrender is to God, not to the enemy.  We must constantly do battle with the world, flesh and Satan himself.



CONCL: Surrender to the will of God does not automatically guarantee that things will be easy.  In fact, the opposite is usually true.  Open war- fare will break out.  What we must keep in mind is that surrender to God's will is always best for us and others, in spite of the problems we will surely face.

         To follow the will of God necessitates HUMILITY which seeks God's face, and AVAILABILITY which surrenders our will.  HOSTILITY is an inevitable result, but victory is assured.  Will you say "I SURRENDER!" today?





"WARFARE and WELFARE"



TEXT: II Sam.  8



INTRO: A. Warfare and Welfare are two seemingly opposing concepts.  Killing and Kindness seem to be contradictions in terms.  But aggressiveness and mercy went hand in hand with David.  So God blessed David's Warfare with David's welfare.



                B. Warfare usually represents disobedience to God.  Yet God uses war. Jesus when He returns to set up His Kingdom will come riding a war horse with an army of saints riding theirs behind Him.  He will take His Kingdom by force.



ILLUS: 

l) All murder is killing, but not all killing is murder  

2) What is generally forbidden in wartime is permitted with out bringing God's disfavor.

3) God sometimes uses war to accomplish spiritual purposes and according to His sovereign plan nations rise and fall.



TRANS: David fought wars of aggression and defensive wars and He did so to bring glory to God and to fulfill prophecy...



I.  OPPOSITION:  V.1-6



    A.   David Proceeds:



            l.   The Philistines had built up their forces south of Jerusalem in Bethlehem. v.1



ILLUS: Micah prophesied that out of Bethlehem David's successor would come.

          2.   The Moabites had been thorns in Israel's flesh since Moses' day. v.2



                  a.   David divided Moab into 3 parts; two parts were slaughtered, one part became servants.

                  b.   David thus showed justice, severity and mercy.



           3.   David's next campaign recaptured more of the promised land. v.3-6



ILLUS: David's military excursions put most of the land promised to Abraham centuries before under Israel's possession.



a.   He cut the hamstrings on the chariot horses to disable them for warfare so he would not dishonor God by putting his trust in them.  v.4



ILLUS: We must "put to death" everything that may lead us to misplaced confidence.



b.   Hadadezer's friends, the Syrians came to his rescue, but his sun-god couldn't withstand the true God and David His servant. 5,6

          	   c.   They too became servants of Israel. v.6a



    B.   David  Preserved: v.6b



ILLUS: David wasn't seeking glory for himself or even for Israel, except indirectly.  He was seeking God's glory, so God protected and preserved him.

   

Prov. 16:7  

When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

 

       David was no doubt tired of fighting, but with out conflict there is no crown. Also David had to be thinking about God's promises to him in ch.7 as God fulfilled to David the ancient promises to Abraham!



II. OFFERINGS: V. 7-14



A.   Dedication of the Spoils: v.7-12



l.   David couldn't build the Temple but he began to collect treasures from the spoils of the battles and dedicated them to the Lord.



ILLUS: Our spiritual impact on future generations is determined by our spiritual triumphs under the present circumstances.  What will be your spiritual impact on your children and/or grandchildren?

        God uses his children differently.  David was used in battle, Solomon in building.  So it is in the spiritual realm today.



2.   David collected the materials for the Temple from the Gentile nations making "a house of prayer for all nations."  cf. Mk.11:17



QUOTE: Mt.Henry "...What(ever) stands in opposition to God must be destroyed, every lust mortified and crucified, but what may glorify Him must be dedicated and the property of it altered."



    B.   Preservation of the Sovereign: v.13-14



           l.   God elevated David by giving him a name or making him famous.

           2.   God again states in His Word that He preserved David.



III. ORGANIZATION: V.15-18



    A.   David Administrates: v.15



           l.   David's success on the battlefield was undergirded by his popularity at home.



NOTE: Our strength lies at home - that is our foundation.  It is not how great you are at work, but how great you are at home which is most important in God's sight.



  2.   He was fair and equitable in his judgments and ruled in God's behalf.



    B.   David's Administrators: v.16-18



            l.   Two Military Commanders: Joab (v.16) and Benaiah (v.18).

            2.   Two Ecclesiastical Officers: Zadok and Ahimelech the priests (v.17).

            3.   Two Civil Officers: Jehoshphat the recorder (v.16) and Seraiah the scribe (v.17).

            4.   David's Sons: the chief rulers.



ILLUS:  If we cannot delegate responsibility or organize our time and talents we limit our own success.  We may wish to be greatly used of God, but if we can't handle time and responsibilities properly we never will be successful.  Are you always late?  Procrastinating?  Disorganized?



CONCL: There is a time for war and a time for peace.  There is a time for killing and a time for kindness.  Warfare should bring welfare.  Our enemies must be dealt with severely before peace and prosperity will come.





 “FROM THE ‘WRONG SIDE OF THE TRACKS’ TO THE PALACE OF THE KING



TEXT:  2 Sam. 9



THESIS:  To illustrate the grace of God to sinners thru David’s relationship with Mephibosheth.



INTRO:   A.  Mephibosheth has been called “THE FIRST LITTLE BUS KID.”  When I think of the Bus Ministry I see men and women whose hearts are touched with the plight of children who have no one interested in their spiritual welfare.  I think of boys and girls who would never know of the grace of God if someone didn’t love them enough to spend their time, talents, energies and even money, to visit them and pick them up to bring them to church.  In many cases they are not just undeserving, but undisciplined, dirty, rough and even unruly.

                   B.  When I think of God’s grace I see men and women and boys and girls who are hopeless, helpless and undeserving.  They too would never know of God’s love and grace with out someone being willing to tell them the old, old story.  The story of David and Mephibosheth is a story of grace from a king to an undeserving boy which parallels the story of God and His love and grace to us.  Here is a boy who comes from “THE WRONG SIDE OF THE TRACKS” and ends up in “THE PALACE OF THE KING!”  He moves…



I.  FROM DISGRACE TO GRACE:  v.1-5



A.   The Disgraced Son:



 1.   When the news of the death of King Saul and Jonathan came, a nurse picked up Jonathan’s 

           son, when he was only 5 years old, to keep him from being killed, because of a perceived threat     

           to the throne rights; but she fell and Mephibosheth was severely injured.



2 Sam. 4:4

And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet. He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 



   2.   Instead of living in the palace where he belonged he was living down in Lodebar, which   

   means “house of no bread”  “in the house of Machir” which means “sold into bondage.”



a.   Lodebar is on the wrong side of the tracks, it is in the poorest section in town, where the dirt farmers lived (prime bus route territory).

    b.   Lodebar was where children went to bed hungry, where there were no nice clothes, no 

    schools, no cupboards filled with groceries.



ILLUS:  Mephibosheth, grandson of the king, heir-apparent to the throne of Israel, is forgotten.  He may have even been unaware of his royal lineage.  All he knew that he was helpless, crippled, worthless and struggling for his daily existence down in Lodebar.



B.   The Gracious King:



            1.   Now David is on the throne and remembers his beloved friend Jonathan and he remembered  

            a commitment he had made to Jonathan and inquires of his house.



1 Sam. 20:14-15

14	And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kindness of the LORD, that I die not: 

15	But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. 



    a.   David could have rationalized that his old promise was no longer binding.

    b.   He could have searched out the relatives of Saul to assassinate them.

    c.   He could have simply sent gifts to Mephibosheth and kept him at a distance.

   d.   Instead, he locates him and sends the royal chariot to get him and demonstrates the kind-   

   ness of the King to someone on the merits of another: “the kindness of God” v.3  “for  

   Jonathan’s sake”  v.1



ILLUS:  Imagine the shock of Mephibosheth when the royal chariot pulls up outside his house and he is told he is going to the palace of the King!  Perhaps he said, “Please wait, till I get by best garments and clean myself up.”  The royal messenger says “that won’t be necessary, the King has royal garments to give you and he will have you cleaned up before coming into his presence.”  !!! “But, I am just a crippled boy and I am undeserving of the King’s favor,” he pleads.  But he is told “The King knows of your condition, but wants you in his presence anyhow.”   Thank God for the grace of the King!



II.  FROM MISERY TO MERCY:  v.6-10



A.   The Boy’s Humiliation:



   1.   The boy throws himself at the feet of the King and refers to himself as David’s servant.  V.6

   2.   He prostrates himself before the King and calls himself “a dead dog.”



     a.   As he came hobbling in on crutches, or being carried in before the King, he no doubt 

     begged the Kings forgiveness for his appearance and infirmity.

     b.   He bowed and scraped before royalty and saw himself for what he was.



ILLUS:  This is often the place where the sinners pride gets in the way.  They refuse to see themselves as lost sinners.  Grace is only available to those disgraced by sin.  Sinnership must be admitted before Saviorhood is conferred!  The sinner needs mercy and grace, not justice.  He needs humility, not pride. Mephibosheth realized that he did not deserve such mercies and privileges as even standing before the King and surely didn’t expect what came next!



B.   The King’s Mercy:



  1.   The word “kindness” is used 3 times in this passage (v.1,3,7) and carries the connotation of

  mercy as well as generosity and even forgiveness!

  2.   David restores to Mephibosheth all the paternal land of his grandfather. V.7

  3.   David makes a permanent place at the royal table for this crippled son. V.7

  4.   Mephibosheth becomes a joint-heir with the King.



Rom. 8:17-18

17	And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

18	For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 



III.  FROM WRETCHEDNESS TO WEALTH:  V.11-13



	A.   The Unworthiness Of The Son:  



Here is a crippled son who lived in the place where there were no pleasures, but barrenness   

and bondage (“sold”); he was crippled by a fall (!) and is marred for life!

He had lived in obscurity and fear for his life and was dependent upon others because of his 

physical disability.



ILLUS:  We too come from “THE WRONG SIDE OF THE TRACKS” as sinners.  We have been disabled by sin and have no claim to heaven.  But we are invited to “THE PALACE OF THE KING” because of his grace, mercy and forgiveness.  Mephibosheth was living, but lame, forgotten but not forsaken, disgraced but rescued!  He is more than THE FIRST LITTLE BUS KID, he becomes a picture of every lost soul restored to fellowship with God and given a permanent place of residence in the King’s house!



B.   The Wealth Of The King:



   1.   David decrees that Mephibosheth would be “as one of the King’s sons. V.11

             2.   David orders Ziba’s sons and servants to serve Mephibosheth, providing for him what he 

             could not provide for himself, because “he was lame in both his feet.”  V.13

   3.   David established residency in the palace for Mephibosheth.  V.13



CONCL:  Mehphbosheth not only went from “THE WRONG SIDE OF THE TRACKS TO THE PALACE OF THE KING,”  he went FROM DISGRACE TO GRACE, FROM MISERY TO MERCY and FROM WRETCHEDNESS TO WEALTH.  

               Today any sinner here can go FROM SINNERHOOD TO SAINTHOOD, FROM RAGS TO RICHES, FROM OBSCURITY TO ROYALTY, FROM POVERTY TO THE PALACE, FROM ‘TAKE OUT’ TO ‘EAT IN,’ FROM THE SLUM TO THE CASTLE, FROM LEFTOVERS TO GOURMET CUISINE, FROM A DAILY STRUGGLE TO A FUTURE OF PLENTY, FROM HUNGER TO THE KING’S TABLE, FROM BEING A ‘DEAD DOG’ TO A ROYAL PRINCE, and FROM HELL TO HEAVEN!  All because of Calvary!!!!  The royal chariot is waiting.  Why not get on board?!





"THE FIRST LITTLE BUS KID"



TEXT: II Sam. 9



INTRO: A. When I think of the Bus Ministry I see men and women whose hearts are touched with the plight of children without anyone interested in their spir. welfare.  I think of boys and girls who would never know of the grace of God if someone didn't love them enough to spend their time, talents, energies, and even money, to visit them and pick them up and bring them to church.  In many cases they are undeserving, from the human standpoint.  They may be dirty, undisciplined, rough, and even unruly.



               B. When I think of God's grace I see men and women, boys and girls who are hopeless, helpless and undeserving.  They too would never know of God's love and grace with out someone willing to tell them the old, old story.  The story of Mephibosheth and David is a story of grace from a King to an undeserving boy which parallels the story of God and His love and grace to us.  Mephibosheth has been called "THE FIRST LITTLE BUS KID"...



I.  A PROMISE REMEMBERED: V.1-4



    A.   The Promise to Jonathan:  (cf. I Sam. 20:14,15)



            l.   David was a man of tremendous character and once he gave his word it was his bond.

       2.   As a man of war and a successful King he could have rationalized that his old promise was no   

       longer binding.



          	  a.   In fact, he would have been exected to search out relatives of Saul and assassinate them.

b.   He could have even let any surviving members of the family live and sent them gifts, but   kept  them at a distance.



ILLUS: God too had made a promise to man which He was obliged to keep: that of sending a Redeemer one day to the lost sons of Adam.



    B.   The Search for Mephibosheth:



l.   The King wanted to demonstrate kindness to someone on the merits of another.  "the kindness   of God (v.3) ...for Jonathan's sake (v.l).

            2.   He is informed there is a survivor but that he is crippled. (v.3)



                   a.   He is found in a far off place; Lo-debar ("no pasture").

                   b.   He lives with Machir ("sold").



NOTE: Here is a crippled son who lives in the place house where there are pleasures but "barrenness" and in bondage ("sold").  He was crippled by a fall (!) and is marred for life! (cf. II Sam. 4:4)



II. A PRIVILEGE RECEIVED:  V. 5,6,8



    A.   Miphibosheth's Position:



           l.   He lived in obscurity and possibly in fear of David.

          2.   He must have dreaded the day when David would locate him.



ILLUS: He was too young to remember the bond between David and his father.



    B.   David's Generosity:



            l.   David sends for Mephibosheth! v.5



ILLUS: David sends a "Bus Capt." after poor, crippled, lost Mephibosheth!  It must have caused "Phibby" to quiver and quake when that "bus" rolled up to his front door.



2.   The crippled son of Jonathan arrived at the Palace and is summoned to stand before the King.    v.6a

       	 3.   He confesses his unworthiness and refers to himself as David's servant. v.6b

 4.   He humbly prostrates himself before the King and even refers to himself as a "dead dog". v.8

 5.   Mephibosheth realized that he did not deserve such mercies and privileges as even standing  

 before the King and surely didn't expect what came next!



III. A POSTION RESTORED: v.7,9-13



    A.   David's Mercy: v.7



 l.   The word "kindness" is used 3 times in this passage (1,3,7) and carries the connotation of mercy as well as generosity.



QUOTE: Mt. Henry: "True friendship will be generous."



            2.   Also included in the word is forgiveness.



Ex. 34:6-7   

6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. 



    B.   David's Grace: v.7b, 9ff



             l.   David restored all the paternal land of Mephibosheth's grandfather.

             2.   David made a place at his own table for this crippled son of Jon.



a.   The word "continually" in v.7b connotes the permanency of the new relationship bet. him      and Mephibosheth.

                   b.   To "eat bread" at the King's Table was an extraordinary privilege.



             3.   David decreed that Mephibosheth would be "as one of the King's sons." (!)  v. 11

             4.   David ordered Ziba's sons and servants to serve Mephibosheth, providing for him what he

             could not provide for himself, because he was "lame in both his feet." v. 9,10,13

             5.   David established residency in the Palace for Mephibosheth.  v.13



ILLUS: God's mercy and grace is avail. to everybody, can change anybody and can make a somebody out of a nobody!



CONCL:  Mephibosheth was living, but lame; forgotten but not forsaken, deprived but restored!  More than "THE FIRST LITTLE BUS KID" Mephibosheth becomes a picture of every lost soul restored to fellowship with God and given a permanent place of residence in the King's house!





"THE TENDER WARRIOR"



TEXT: II Sam. 10



INTRO: A. "Real men don't cry" is a foolish maxim.  Our Savior cried!  Tears are not necessarily a sign of weakness.  Compassion should not be equated with softness.  Tenderness should not be attributed to effiminacy.



                B. David was a soldier, a warrior, a man who had slain his "tens of thousands"; who had delivered his nation from a giant and then decaptitated him; who had killed a lion and a bear with his bare hands. (I Sam.17:36)  But he was tender and compassionate and able to shed tears.



TRANS: In our text David shows himself as "THE TENDER WARRIOR" once again...



I.  REACTION: COMPASSION  v.1,2



    A.   Compassion Received:



l.   Apparently when David was fleeing the wrath of King Saul, Nahash the King of Ammon had     shown compassion to David.

2. This act was not recorded in God's Word nor apparently generally known by David's peers nor even Nahash's son Hanun, but David did not forget!



    B.   Compassion Reciprocated:



PRINCIPLE: Debts of kindness are to be repaid by acts of love and compassion.



Prov. 3:27  

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 



       	  l.   David sends a delegation of representatives to console the King's bereaved son.

2.   The biblical injunction is to "rejoice with them who do rejoice and weep with them who weep."  (Rom.12:16)



II. RESPONSE: CONTEMPT  v.3-5



    A.   Unfounded Suspicion: v.3



            l.   They attributed to David ulterior motives.



QUOTE: Matthew Henry: "Unfounded suspicion argues a wicked mind."   God's Word says "Charity...thinketh no evil."



2.   They believed David's envoy came to "search the city" (probe for military secrets), "spy it  out" (gather intelligence) and "to overthrow it" (ultimately conquer it).



PRINCIPLE: Acts of love may be misinterpreted and rejected by others.



ILLUS: Have you ever tried to help someone who suspected your motives or misread your interests and so rejected your help or encouragement?  It happens often when "those who are spiritual" attempt to "restore" a fallen brother or sister.



    B.   Undeserved Severity:  v.4



            l.   First they shaved off half the servant's beards to degrade them.



ILLUS: "The beard (was) considered a symbol of manhood, and, in some places of freedom - slaves being compelled to shave their beards in token of servitude.  By shaving off half of their beards, Hanun not only treated David's ambassadors with contempt, but, made them objects of ridicule."  Manners and Customs of the Bible, pp.143,144



            2.   Then they cut off their garments to expose them to public shame.



QUES: Have you ever tried to do good to someone only to have them humiliate you and degrade you or gossip about you?



Matt. 5:11-12  

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 



    C.   Unusual Sensitivity: v.5

        	  l.   David feels the shame and hurt of his men and extends compassion and help to them.

2.   His men were "ashamed" (lit. "wounded in spirit") and David  felt their humiliation - he   had    been where they were!



NOTE: This is the 2nd picture of "THE TENDER WARRIOR" we see in this chapter.



ILLUS: David sent these men to Jericho "until (their) beards be grown".  We need to learn that acts of contempt which injure our reputation will pass and our "beards" will grow back.  Most hurts are temporary.



III. RESULT: CONFLICT   v. 6-19



    A.   Preparation for War:  v.6-10



PRINCIPLE: When compassion and kindness are refused conflict often results.



    B.   Planning for Problems: v.11



1.   While it is not always wise to defend ourselves we must go to any length to protect the integrity  of God's work.

       	 2.   When there is no alternative to battle (v.9) we must plan for any eventuality.

3.   We must be prepared to defend each other against a common enemy who attacks us or the testimony of God's work.



QUOTE: Mt.Henry: "Mutual helpfulness is brotherly duty...The strong must succour and help the weak."



    C.   Programming for Victory: v.12



            l.   Gen. Joab challanged the troops.

            2.   Gen. Joab committed the cause to the Lord.



ILLUS: Joab was giving a subtle reminder that their cause was just and that as the Lord had helped them win the victory in the past He could do so again.

        When diplomacy and entreaty fails and the enemies of God and His work continue to provoke and prepare for war and strengthen themselves against Him, He will whet His sword!



PRINCIPLE: When rejection leads to conflict, do what you can to solve the problem and leave the rest to the Lord.



    D.   Punishing the Enemy:  v.13-16



           1.   At first the enemy retreats.  v.13,15

           2.   Then the enemy regroups. v.16



ILLUS: The devil is not a pushover.  If he doesn't win the first time, he will redouble his efforts.



    E.   Peace Thru Warfare: v.17-19



            l.   David himself takes command of the troops.  v.17a

           2.   He gathers "all Israel together" under the royal banner. v.17b



NOTE: In a time of warfare God's people must be unightd or there can be no victory!



           3.   When God's people are unightd victory is assured.  v.18

           4.   Sometimes the only way to peace is thru war!  v.19



CONCL:  We are to repay debts of kindness with acts of love.  When they fail due to misunderstanding or are rejected conflict may arise and if it is serious enough to jeopardize the work of God we may have to pursue a course against our nature as sheep and go to war under our Savior's banner.





"THE WOUNDED WARRIOR"



TEXT: II Sam. 11



INTRO: A. In previous chapters we have seen David as the man of great character.  He had tenderness, firmness, integrity, loyalty and courage.  He was a military genius, a sensitive poet, a talented musician, a fearless warrior, a trusted friend and a great leader.  But now David's greatness is put to a different kind of test.  One that doesn't require physical prowess or military genius, but moral stamina...and he fails!



                B. In God's wisdom, this stain on his character is given even more prominence that his military triumphs.  An important lesson is to be learned.  No matter how great the man, he is still a man and regardless of past victories danger of failure lurks around the next corner unless we rely on the Holy Spirit's power and yield to His control.



I.  AN UNGUARDED MOMENT:  v.1-5



    A.   David Tarrying:  v.1



            l.   David was in the wrong place at the wrong time.

           2.   David should have been with his troops on the battlefield, not enjoying R and R at the palace.



ILLUS: Formerely when David was alone in the capital his thoughts turned to the Lord and His house (ch.7) and to others (uniting the tribes in ch.9), but now his thoughts are for himself.



    B.   David Tempted: v.2-3



           l.   David was not looking for trouble.

           2.   Instead of fleeing, like Joseph, he stared (Heb.="to inspect").



ILLUS: Someone said "You can't keep the bats from flying over your head but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair."  David may have accidently stumbled upon Bathsheba, but he didn't have to become a "peeping Tom."    Since "it takes two" - Bathsheba should have been more careful where she bathed!  If men are guilty of looking with lust, women are guilty of encticing them by their attire or lack of it!



            3.   David already had seven wives.  

    C.   David Taking: v.4



            l.   Note the progression of his sin: "He saw...inquired...took"!

           2.   When David discovered she was married, he should have stopped!



    D.   David Trapped: v.5



PRINCIPLE: Failure to perform in areas where we are responsible leaves us in a position where we are vulnerable.



II. AN UNSUCCESSFUL MANEUVER: v.6-13



    A.   David's (Attempted) Cover-up: v.6-8



           1.   David sends for Uriah so he can be with his wife to cover up Bathsheba's pregnancy by David.

           2.   David is definightly thinking and acting like an unsaved man here.



ILLUS: It is interesting how this man of character and high moral principle now begins to plot and scheme...when he is personally involved.  How human!



PRINCIPLE: No one is ever immune to the temptations of sin.



    B.   Uriah's Character: V.9-13



           l.   Uriah has more character in his drunken stupor than David does in his sobriety.

       	 2.   Uriah felt he belonged on the battlefield not on the playground.

3.   David should have been rewarding Uriah for his integrity and loyalty instead of plotting his murder.



III. AN UNBELIEVEABLE MURDER:  V.14-17



    A.   A Death Sentence: v.14-15



l.   The letter Uriah carried from David's pen was not a Psalm from the heart of the "Sweet Singer    of Israel" but his own death sentence from the heart of a desparate King turned murderer.

2.   David would be guilty of breaking 5 of the 10 Commandments: coveting his neighbor's wife, stealing her, committing adultery with her, lying to cover up his sin and murder!



    B.   A Dirty Scheme: v.16-17



IV. AN UNDONE MONARCH: v.25-27



    A.   Callousness: v.25 (26)



l.   The once tender King who wept over Jonathan and even Saul, who cared for Mephibosheth   and who even showed kindness toward the men who had their beards shaved off and their nakedness exposed, now has become hard.

            2.   He had gone from Coveteousness, to a Cover-up, to high Crime and ended up very Callous.

    

        	       a.   At least Bathsheba mourned for her dead husband.

          	  b.   Of course this "mourning" may have been hypocritical.



    B.   Condemnation: v.27



            l.   David even goes farther now and takes Bathsheba to his home.

            2.   But the final epitath for David is "But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord."



PRINCIPLE: Failure to confess our sin will always result in serious conseqs.



NOTE: David's sin (like ours) broke the Lord's heart, but even though he was a man after God's own heart, the Lord must punish David.  Sin is always very costly!  David will pay and pay and pay...



CONCL: The wages of sin is death, but more than death.  In fact, death may be the least of the consequences of sin.  The wages of sin in this life are more devastating to the believer.  Sin never goes unnoticed or unjudged by God.





"THE GLOOM OF GUILT"

TEXT: II Sam. 12



INTRO: A. David's life as King of Israel is divided into two parts: B.B. and A.B. (Before Bathsheba and After Bathsheba).  The time before his great sin was a time of special blessing and great joy.  The time after was a time of great tragedy and sadness.



                B. For nearly a year David had lived under "THE GLOOM OF GUILT".  In his own words "When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.  For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture is turned into the drought of summer." (Ps. 32:3)  David's sin had both physical, emotional and spiritual consequences.  His life was barren; the blessings were gone and he had an emptiness in his soul.



TRANS: Finally God got tired of waiting for David to come to him on his own, so He sends His man to David to confront him with his sin...



I.  GUILT EXPOSED: V.1-12



    A.   Nathan's Parable:  v.1-4



       	  1.   Nathan cleverly disarms David so he will convict himself.

2.   David's favorite role for himself was that of a shepherd and no doubt he had seen something similar to what Nathan was relating to him.



    B.   David's Pronouncement: v.5,6



       	  l.  David is incensed and acts on principle and scriptural precedent.

 2.   He pronounces the death sentence on the rich man and demands a 4-fold retribution from him.



    C.   God's Provision: v.7,8



       	   l.   First Nathan exposes David's guilt: "Thou art the man!"

2.   Then he reminds David of God's grace and goodness to him to underscore the heinous nature of David's sin:



                    a.   His power: "I anointed thee..."

                    b.   His protection: "I delivered thee..."

                    c.   His provision: "I gave thee..."

                    d.   His promise: "I would moreover have given unto thee..."



NOTE: Everytime we sin it is against great light, great blessings and great grace!  We need to be constantly reminded of the great gifts God has bestowed on us.  The next time you are tempted to sin against God's grace you need to pause and reflect on God's goodness to you!



    D.   David's Penalty: v.9-12



            l.   Bloodshed in the house of David. v.10

            2.   Rebellion from his own children. v.11a

            3.   Sexual defilement with in his own family. v.11b

            4.   Death for 4 of David's sons beginning with Bathsheba's baby. v14



ILLUS:  His son Amnon was killed by Abasalom for raping his daughter Tamar; Absalom was killed by Joab because of his rebellion against David and Adonijah attempted to take David's throne at the end of his life and Solomon had him executed.  David's sentence of a fourfold payment in v.6 came to pass with interest!



PRINCIPLE:  Forgiveness of sin does not necessarily exempt one from penalty for sin.  Just because a criminal admits his guilt does not stop the court from imposing a penalty...so with God!



II. GRIEF EXPRESSED: V.13-19



    A.   David's Confession: V.13 "I have sinned against the Lord..."



l.  David had been estranged from God for a long time and this was the darkest period in David's     life.

2.   But now with his confession out of the way and his admission of guilt the light of the Lord flooded his soul.



a.   Nathan reminds David that his sin was not only against the Lord, but it involved God's enemies.   v.14

b.   God would have to make an example of David to restore His reputation and the child born in sin would be taken.  v.14b-15



    B.   David's Repentance:  (cf. Psalm 32 and 51)  v.16-19



       	  l.   David fasts and prays.

2.   David shows a depth of repentance to possibly avoid the consequences of his sin - for the baby - not for himself.



III. GRACE EXPERIENCED: V.20-25

    A.   David Worshipping: v.20-23



            l.   David doesn't blame God or blame others nor does he quit serving God!

            2.   David trusts God with the little baby's soul.

            3.   David illustrates 3 Keys to handling life's problems:



          	    a.   Key #1: "You can't change the past" 12:23a

          	    b.   Key #2: "You must live one day at a time in the present." 12:20

          	    c.   Key #3: "You must trust God for the future." 12:23b



    B.   David Witnessing: v.23



            l.   God's grace is manifest in David's statements, his life and his blessings.



            	    a.   David's life is spared.  v.13b

            	    b.   The baby is taken to heaven.  v.23

            	    c.   God blesses David and Bathsheba with a new baby.



ILLUS: God hates divorce and adultery and all sin, but he loves the sinner who confesses his/her sin and picks up the pieces of their lives and decides to serve God.  I see a principle here.  God did not tell David to divorce Bathsheba nor did he continue to punish them, but even sent a new baby to them and called it Jedediah or "beloved of the Lord".  Nathan returns to the palace with the good news.



        2.   Three important lessons are learned in this tragic story:



It is easier to point a finger than to admit our own failures: David discovered his own

                     guilt but when he saw a similar sin in the rich man of the parable he was quick to condemn.

                     b.   Failure is not the end, it is another beginning.

                     c.   Where sin abounds, grace can much more abound.



CONCL: A final lesson for us all: accept our guilt, confess our sin, repent to minimize its consequences and get on with our lives!  "THE GLOOM OF GUILT" can be replaced by THE FACT OF FORGIVENESS!





“WHEN THE NATION’S LEADER SINS…”



TEXT:  2 Sam. 12:1-15



THESIS:  To show the ramifications of a Nation’s Leaders sins, and how to turn things around.



INTRO:  A. The nation’s leader had gotten involved sexually with a young woman and had tried to cover up his sin.  His sin was committed on-the-job, in the state-house and the people had to pay the price.  Of course I am talking about King David - who did you think I was talking about?  The parallels are too striking to miss.  The difference is that David did right to correct his sin, but the price was high.  (text)

             B.  The prophets of the OLD TESTAMENT and NEW TESTAMENT were the conscience of the nation, e.g., Elijah, Nathan, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, the Apostle Paul…  Therefore I feel compelled by my conscience to speak out.  I can also do so, as Pastor LoTurco said in a recent message as one Baptist to another, i.e., an independent Baptist to a Southern Baptist -Bill Clinton.  It is not just the “White House in Crisis” (again!), it is America in Crisis!  (We have had Whitewater Gate, Vince Foster Gate, Travel Gate, Fund Raising Gate, Zipper Gate, Gennifer Flowers Gate, Willey Gate, Paula Jones Gate, as well as Monica

Gate!)  It is (past) time that preachers who believe the Bible speak out.



1   THE LEADER’S CRISIS WAS THE RESULT OF HIS OWN SIN!



ILLUS:  It wasn’t because of some “right wing conspiracy” against him.  It involved his adultery, lying and betrayal of national trust.  David tried to cover up his sin by deception, having Bathsheba’s husband brought home from the battlefield to sleep with his wife and when that didn’t work, he had him killed (!), and married her.



A.   His Sin Found Him Out:



1.   If no one else knew about it, God did!  And God blew the whistle and sent Nathan the prophet, His man, and the nation’s moral conscience to expose it.

   2.   David took full responsibility for his sin and this is what moral leadership does.   (12:13a)



Ps. 51:1-4

1	Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

2	Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

3	For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

4	Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 



ILLUS:  This sounds nothing like Pres. Clinton’s testimony.  “I had an inappropriate relationship…”  “I did not have ___ with that woman…”  “I will mount a vigorous defense, using all available  appropriate arguments.”  His lawyers, even after his “I have sinned” statement in a prayer breakfast (with priests, apostates and liberals) are saying he did not lie to the grand jury when he said he did not have ____ with Monica Lewinsky.  Both Kendall and Ruff, his attorneys, at Clinton’s instructions, continue to deny his perjury.  Both of them know he lied!  (B.C.C. Times: Michael Kelly, 9?16/98)

			The President misused and abused the Scripture passage above when David confessed his sin and spoke of a “broken and contrite heart.”  Clinton said he has a “broken and strong heart”!

			Cal Thomas (IBID.) said:  “Only God knows a person’s heart, but the rest of us can discern certain clues from a penightnt’s behavior.  The credibility diminishes the closer one gets to being found out.  In Pres. Clinton’s case, his came on the day the Starr referral arrived on Capitol Hill.  Repentance also appears more genuine when it doesn’t have to be extracted but is freely offered from the heart and not from focus groups



11   THE LEADER’S CRISIS WAS NOT PRIVATE!



A.   As The Leader Of The Nation He Must Be Accountable.



1.   That’s why God sent Nathan the prophet to him; that’s why in. The Baptist confronted Herod and why Elijah confronted Ahab!

2.   Men of God are to be the moral conscience of political leaders and the Bible is the absolute authority.



ILLUS:  Instead of fearless preachers who do not cower before leaders and who tell the truth, Pres. Clinton has surrounded himself with spineless, apostate and liberal preachers like Robt. Shuller, Jesse Jackson, Tony Compolo, Bill Hybels, etc.  Billy Graham has extended “forgiveness” to the President and said on the “Today Show” that he pardons him because “I know the frailty of human nature…He has such a tremendous personality that I think the ladies just go wild over him.”  Obviously Graham thinks there is something in need of forgiveness:  the sex?  Lying under oath?  Illegal campaign contributions?  Suborning of perjury? The orchestrated cover-up?  We need a prophet who will stand up and point the finger at him and say “Thou art the man!”  Graham who used to preach on the consequences of sin said: “we’re living in a whole different world today and the pressure on anybody today is difficult.”  (Try this line on your wife if she catches you in a comprising situation with another woman:  “Honey, you know what difficult times we live in.  Even Billy Graham says so.”

	

B.   When Leadership Sins The People Pay:  cf.  2 Sam.24:17ff



   1.   David owned up to his sin.  V.17

   2.   He realized that his followers would have to pay.  V.17b



ILLUS:  In a “Wag the Dog” cover up for his sins, the day after his infamous 4 minute “confession” of  some non-specific wrong-doing, the President ordered missile strikes in Arab countries.  As a result of this the Arab world is stirred against America and we will pay!  (Ques:  If these supposed terrorists had been hiding in Russia, Cuba or Germany would he still have ordered this retaliation for the bombings of our embassies?  Don’t be silly.  But he ordered them against Afghanistan and the Arabs are angry!  Do you blame them?)



   3.   70,000 men died because of David’s sin (what will it cost America?).



     a.   Forgiveness is always related to an altar, so David purchases one.  V.18-19

     b.   David refused to let someone else pay for his sin.  V.22-24

     c.   Repentance demands payment!



QUOTE:  LoTurco:  “It’s not the stain on the dress, it’s the stain on our nation and its people.”



Prov. 14:34

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 



111   THE LEADER’S CRISIS BROUGHT NATIONAL SHAME!



ILLUS:  America is the laughingstock of the world.  The Japanese say Clinton has “lost face” (which often means suicide in Japan).  The Chinese are laughing at the immoral, and weak leadership in America and say we have no right to speak of human rights to them anymore!  



A.   David Saw (not “felt”) The Pain His Sin Inflicted On Others:



   1.   He didn’t try to pass the buck (on the Independent Counsel, Nathan)!

   2.   He didn’t blame Joab (who did his dirty work).



ILLUS:  You say at least our President wasn’t a murderer, like David.  Think again.  There are numbers of deaths of people closely associated with the President who died untimely deaths.  Coincidence?  Let’s look.  I have here a list of 25 “friends” of Bill Clinton who died  unexpectedly.  (attached)

    3.   He accepted responsibility completely:  “I have done wickedly.”



ILLUS:  You say: “Well, God forgave him.”  That’s because he asked for His forgiveness (only God CAN forgive - Billy Graham can’t!)  You say:  “Well, God allowed David to continue to be King.”  Yes, but that was after deep repentance and after a high price was paid for his sin.  (President Clinton is making the taxpayers pay the $40,000,000 for his sins!)  David responded to God’s man (didn’t rely on which way the political wind was blowing.  By the way, David’s approval rating with the people was high, but his approval rating with God was low!).  David threw himself on God’s mercy not on the latest opinion poll!)



1V   THE LEADER’S CRISIS ENDED WHEN HE DID THE RIGHT THING!



A.   David Built An Altar To “Right the Wrong”:



   1.   His repentance was more than superficial.

   2.   His actions spoke louder than his words.

            3.   He was willing to pay any price to stay God’s hand of judgment from His people. He not 

            only built an altar there, the location would later be the site of  Solomon’s Tempe (he thus turned  

             something bad into something good for the people).



ILLUS:  Monica Lewinsky was young enough to be the President’s daughter.  (What if some cabinet or staff member was involved with his daughter?  Would the President have allowed that staff member to continue or would he at least demanded his resignation?!) The very week his affair with her began, he signed a bill to strengthen families!  He has been an outspoken proponent of prosecution of sexual harrassment in the workplace and in the military (He is the #1 “Boss” and the Commander in Chief of the armed forces!)

			If our President would do right he could turn something bad into something good.  He would reestablish a morality in Govt.   He would regain the respect of many Americans who put him in office.  He would heal his wounded marriage and reestablish some respect from his daughter.  He might even put himself and his family and other Americans in a position to get saved!  He would show that Biblical correctness is more important than political correctness.



CONCL:  Our President and our nation is in a moral crisis.  Only a return to the principles of God’s Word can restore our greatness.  What will YOU do?!  We can blame Mr. Clinton all we please, but unless we are willing to get back to decency, morality and repent of our sins, even God cannot and will not help us.  Repentance is still a prerequisite to forgiveness and revival.  It is also a prerequisite to salvation.  Is that YOUR need?





"HARVEST TIME"



TEXT: II Sam. 13:1-22



INTRO:  A. The penalty for David's sin with Bathsheba began with the death of their infant son.  But that was merely the "firstfruits" of the harvest.  The severity of the punishment is in direct proportion to the position held and the reproach to the Lord and His work. (cf.12:14)



                 B. Another facet of David's problems and punishments was his violation of God's command for Kings of Israel not to multiply to themselves wives. Due to his disregard for this prohibition a great deal of intrigue, jealousy and rivalry developed.  David had set a poor example for the nation and for his own family.  Besides though he had displayed great character in some areas of his life, he was a miserable failure in others.



TRANS: Today's study focuses on one of David's sons and one of his daughters: Amnon and Tamar.



I.  UNCONTROLLED LUST: v.1-2



    A.   Introduction: v.1



       	  1.   Here is our cast of characters and the introduction of the problem which will be dealt with.

2.   Apparently Amnon had learned only too well from his father David about desiring forbidden fruit.

3.   Amnon's name meant "faithful" and he was David's firstborn son and the King no doubt had great expectations for his heir apparent to the throne of Israel.



    B.   Infatuation: v.1b,2



l.   The word "loved" in v.1b is not the same untainted relationship spoken of between David and  Jonathan, but carries a sexual connotation

2.   Tamar was the daughter of Abasalom, the 3rd of David's sons by a foreign princess from Geshur named Maacah.

3.   Tamar was "fair" (v.1) and a "virgin" (v.2) and Amnon knew it would be wrong to pursue any relationship with her, but his lust drove him.



Lev. 18:11  

The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.



PRINCIPLE: Lustful thinking leads to sinful activity.



4.   Amnon was so "vexed" (lit: "tied in knots" or "bound") he could think of little else and became sick.



II. UHNGODLY FRIENDSHIP: V.3-5



    A.   A Wily Partner:  v.3,4



       	  l.   One of the saddest phrases in the Bible begins v.3: "But Amnon had a friend..."

2.   His character is referred to in v.3 also: "a very subtle man" i.e., he was crafty, a schemer, a conniver.

3.   This man was "subtle" i.e. "worldly wise" (condemned in Jas. 3:15 as "earthly, sensual, devilish").



PRINCIPLE: You will be influenced by your friends, so choose them carefully.



       	  4.   Jonadab sees how upset Amnon is and begins to pump him for info.

5.   In his converstaion he implies that Amnon, as the King's son, can have "any little thing his  heart desires."



NOTE: Amnon's response is interesting, he leaves out "my sister" and substitutes "my brother Abasalom's sister"!



    B.   A Wicked Plot: v.5



       	  l.   Amnon's "friend" hatches a sinful scheme to get Tamar and Amnon alone.

2.  There is some truth to the saying: "Where there is a will there is a way" - even if the will is   wicked!



NOTE: A true friend would have warned Amnon of the consequences of the sin he was contemplating, instead of assisting him to do evil.



III. UNCHASTE BEHAVIOR:  V.6-17



    A.   The Scheme: v.6-10



l. The story is one of forced incest and it cannot simply be read dispassionately, but with discernment sensing the Tamar's terror and disgust and helplessness and Amnon's hardness and harshness towards this very young, beautiful, virgin girl: his own half-sister!

       	  2.   David the King is summoned and unsuspectingly aids and abets the crime  v.v.6,7

       	  3.   Tamar innocently arrives and attempts to care for her "sick" brother.  v.8,9a

4.   Amnon first orders the servants out of the room (v.9b) and tells Tamar to come into the bedroom (v.10) to serve him.



NOTE: In Tamar's defense remember she was a virgin, dressed modestly (v.18) and in no way provoked the impending rape.  Her later behavior underscores her complete innocence.



B.   The Sin: v.11-14



       1.   Amnon crudely orders his sister to "lie with me"! v.11

       2.   Tamar attempts to reason with Amnon. v.12-13



PRINCIPLE: Reasoning with lust is futile.  God never commands us to reason with lust, but to flee from it.  II Tim. 2:22



           	   a.   She implies that force is not love.  v.12a

           	   b.   She appeals to the testimony of Israel.  v.12b

           	   c.   She calls his actions "folly" i.e. sin.  v.12c

           	   d.   She attempts to stir his conscience by pointing out the grave results of their sin.  v.13a.

e.   Finally she grasps one last straw: "speak unto the King..." but Amnon knew the law and that this union would be forbidden, besides lust is not interested in marriage, only self-gratification!



           3.   Amnon forces her and rapes her!  v.14



    C.   The Shame: v.15-17

       1.   His lust is fulfilled, but he receives no satisfaction! v.15a

       2.   His lust turns to hatred and he orders her to "Get up and out of here!"  v.15b



PRINCIPLE: Indulging in lust leads to animosity not love.



       3.   Tamar refuses knowing that she will be branded a prostitute and the guilty party.  v.16

       4.   Amnon has her thrown out referring to her as "this woman". v.17



IV. UNPUNISHED SIN: V.18-22



    A.   A Cheated Woman: v.18-19



       	  l. Her self-esteem is devastated and her future is destroyed.

2. Tamar laments the loss of her virginity and dons the appearance of one in mourning or in deep  repentance.



    B.   A Compassionate Brother: v.20



NOTE: The word "desolate" may mean she remained with out a husband but may refer to emotional and psychological devastation.



    C.   A Convicted Father: v.21-22



           l.   David is "very wroth" but does not mete out the proper punishment death!

 2.  Those who have committed sin are often paralyzed in their actions toward others who commit

  similar sins.



          	  a.    The remembrance of his own sin neutralized David's actions.

b.   The once proud and powerful King of Israel had been reduced to an ineffective admin-istrator.



ILLUS: The liar's tongue is powerless reproving the lies of others; those who commit fraud cannot warn others against it; the immoral politician must look the other way when the opportunity presents itself to deal with others immorality (e.g. Ted Kennedy!).  They may be sincere in their expressions of anger, but they are conscious of a secret force checking the action which otherwise would have been taken.  None can speak or act on moral is- sues like the pure.  Our Savior's words on all moral subjects carry the force of His spotless life.



                  c.   Absalom's hatred was building toward Amnon and would eventuate in his death.



CONCL:  David's harvest had just begun.  The promised penalties for his sin were becoming a reality and the crop he had sowed was increasing.















“GETTING WHAT YOU WANT – LOSING WHAT YOU HAVE”  

or “CHASING SATAN’S RAINBOWS”



TEXT:  2 Sam. 13:1-15;28-29



THESIS:  To point out the dangers and costs of fulfilling your lusts and desires.



INTRO:  A.  Toddlers can teach adults a valuable lesson.  Toddler #1 is playing very contentedly w/a toy, till toddler #2 comes in and starts playing w/another toy.  Toddler #1 gets mad and wants the toy toddler #2 now has and says “He’s playing with my toy! and  I want it now!”  He goes over and grabs it and says “Mine, mine!”  While fighting over toy #2 toddler #3 comes in and picks up toy #1.  Now toddler #1 leaves #2 (toddler and toy) and goes over to toddler #3 to get toy #1 back.  Problem:  toddler #3 has been on a health food diet eating pizza and getting healthy quick, so pizza eater #3 whacks him over the head w/toy #1 and toddler #1 loses everything!  Some of us never grow up!

			    B.  Amnon wanted something so badly that with the help of his friend (?) Jonadab, he plotted and planned and finally got what he wanted, but lost what he had!  His desire and lust consumed him.  It was all he could think about.  He wanted his half-sister.  He ignored what his parents wanted for him.  He followed his wicked friend’s advice who “helped” him – bad counsel.  He knew what was best and refuse that to get what he wanted.  He knew it wasn’t God’s will, but he was driven to do wrong.

He failed to ask himself 3 basic questions…



I.  IS WHAT I WANT WORTH THE COST?



	A.   Adam and Eve Got What They Wanted – The Cost Was Paradise!



		  1.  Think about it – paradise for a piece of fruit!

            2.  God’s friendship and fellowship and a perfect world (no work and no school!) for 

            the one thing which was out of God’s will!  (They got what they wanted, and lost what they had!)

  

	B.   Cain Got What He Wanted – The Cost Was His Brother!



1.  Like father, like son; Cain learned well from his father Adam to take what  you want, no matter the cost.

2.   He didn’t listen to the counsel of experience from mom and dad, he had to try it for himself (so he ignored their warning about God’s will re: sacrifice). (He got what he wanted and lost what he had!)



	C.   Lot Got What He Wanted – The Cost Was His Family!



ILLUS:  He wanted the “best” worldly education for his kids and for his wife to have the nicest home, etc. in spite of the wickedness around them in Sodom.  Lot saw the “well watered plains” of Sodom and sacrificed his family on the altar of comfort.   God had promised to bless whatever and whoever was with Abraham, but Lot thought the life of a nomad who didn’t even know where he was going, was not for him!   How many parents have done the same thing?  And it cost them their kids!   (Lot got what he wanted and lost what he had!)



	D.   Samson Got What He Wanted – The Cost Was His Ministry!



1.  Samson had looks, a physique, strength and God’s blessing; he traded what he had because of his lust.

         		2.   His weakness for women got him in trouble; he got what he wanted, but lost what he had!



ILLUS:  By the way, guys, the most trouble you will ever have will be from a girl! (If she isn’t God’s choice.)  Lust will ruin your life!  Lust will cause you to lose what you have.  Beware the porn on the internet  Hollywood movies, magazines, etc.  Watch what you watch!  Job 31:1  “I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?” 



	E.   David Got What He Wanted – The Cost Was His Nearness To God!



		  1.  David too had “eye problems”!  (He used to be the “apple of God’s eye!”)

2.  Once he saw what he wanted, he was driven to get it…he should have listened to Job’s wise counsel.  (He got what he wanted, but lost what he had!)



	F.   Amnon Got What He Wanted – The Was His Life!   (text)



		  1.  He fulfilled his friendship – he lost his fortune (he was the King’s son).

            2.  He fulfilled his desire – he lost his reputation.

  3.   He fulfilled his lust – he lost his position.                                                                                                                                                      

  4.   He fulfilled his appetites – he lost his possessions. (He was the King’s son and could have  

  had it all!)

  5.   He fulfilled his demands – he lost his family.

  6.   He fulfilled his lack – he lost his life. (Killed by his half-brother.)



ILLUS:  Here was a teen or at least a young man who not only ruined his own life and future, but that of his family as well.  Kids make or break their parents.  The girl wants a church where she can wear her short skirts, or the boy can listen to his rock and rap music, or the girl can neck and pet w/the guys or the guy can wear his earring, etc.  and they persuade their parents to leave the Gospel preaching church w/standards and end up where they have sports nights instead of preaching, plays instead of teaching, entertainment instead of soul-winning, sermonettes instead of standards!   (They get what they want, but lose what they had!)



II.  IS WHAT I WANT WHAT IS BEST FOR ME?



	A.   Consider The Cost:



		  1.  When you chase Satan’s rainbows, instead of a pot of gold, there may be a high price tag!

            2.  Instead of long term profit, there may be short-term pleasure.



ILLUS:  You had better be looking at the long term cost instead of the short term benefits!  What will the decision I make today mean 1 year, 10 years, 20 years from now?!



	B.   Weigh The Consequences:



		   1.   Check the price tag before you buy.

             2.   Understand what will happen if you commit yourself now and circumstances change.



ILLUS:  If you move from the area and there is no good church there, what will be the consequences?  If you buy that expensive house now, what will happen if you (or your wife) loses your job?  (Maybe it would be better for you to have 5 kids and 2 bedrooms, than 5 bedrooms and 2 kids!)  If you buy that car now, what will happen if your company reorganizes and downshifts your position or terminates you?  (Maybe the higher monthly payment will keep you from giving to God’s work and cut short your blessings!?)  Maybe you should stay where you are; make do with the house you have; keep on driving that older car…Or you may get what you want and lose what you have!



3.  Realize the warranty may be worthless!   (What it promises it may not be able to deliver!   Most warranties are worthless!)



III.  IS WHAT I WANT GOD’S WILL FOR ME?



    A.   Get In Tune With God’s Will:



	 	   1.   Search for it.   (Check the Scriptures.)

             2.   Seek for it.   (Determine to find it.)

             3.   Secure it.  (When you find it, determine to stay in it!)



    B.   Learn To Desire God’s Will:



ILLUS:  Remember the principle that what YOU want may lead to a high cost!  But what God wants is always (without exception) best for you.  Remember that if you get what you want, you may lose what you have, and WHAT YOU HAVE MAY BE FAR BETTER and BETTER FOR YOU THAN WHAT YOU WANT.



		  1.   Lose your will.

            2.   Get spiritual.

            3.   Do right.



CONCL:  Before you go shopping for what you want, you had better check the price Tag and warranty first!  Before you go “CHASING SATAN’S RAINBOWS” you had better know that God is the promise/covenant keeper and Satan is a liar and “GETTING WHAT YOU WANT, MAY COST YOU WHAT YOU HAVE” and the price may be more than you want to pay!





"TWO WRONGS MAKE A WRONG!"



II Sam. 13:23-39



INTRO: A. It is true that "2 wrongs never make a right"; the truth is, "TWO WRONGS MAKE A (ANOTHER) WRONG"!  After sinning with Eve, Adam compounded his sin by lying about it and trying to cover it up.  After murdering his brother Cain added to his guilt by rationalizing it.  When Moses murdered the Egytian and burying the body in the sand, he piously intervened in two Jews problem.  Pharoah's stubborness to let Israel go was bad enough and had dire consequences, but when he pursued them his army was drowned!



ILLUS: Two people have an argument; instead of apologizing or seeking reconcilation, they decide to "get even" (You never "get even" you always come out behind!) and compound the sin.  "TWO WRONGS MAKE ANOTHER WRONG!"



               B. Amnon raped his half-sister; hatred seethed in his half brother's heart.  That hatred bred a murderous spirit in Absalom.  Perhaps at first he did not desire to kill Amnon but simply disgrace him, but a "root of bitterness" imbedded itself in his heart and as time went on with out forgiveness or reconciliation, that root grew.  Hatred plus bitterness led to murder...



I.  THE REQUEST:  23-27



    A.   The Sheepshearing:  v.23-24



l. Absalom, as one of the King's sons would have shared in the King's wealth and so had a large  herd of sheep.

2. The shearing time was a festive occasion celebrating God's goodness in providing for his people.



NOTE: This celebration, like so many others, would end in catastrophe.  As long as sin is not properly dealt with the consequences lead to disaster. Rapists and murderers in this country are not put to death so lawlessness is rampant!



    B.   The Scheme:  v.25-27



1.   Perhaps Absalom's invitation to David and his entourage was merely a subterfuge to hide his   true intentions.  "the heart is deceitful..."

       	  2.   Perhaps Absalom simply wanted the prestige David's presence would lend to the occasion.



         a.   David refused so as not to be burdensome to Absalom.

         b.   Absalom pressed David, but he "would not go..." i.e., he was unwilling.  v.25



ILLUS: Who knows what the results would have been had David taken the time to go to this celebration.  Who knows what an impact a father or mother may make if they took more of an interest in their children's affairs.



                  c.   David gives Absalom his "blessing" but should have provided his presence.



3.   Perhaps it was at this point that a disappointed and disgruntled son hatched the scheme to kill his half-brother...?    v.26



                   a.   Absalom asks specifically that Amnon be permitted to attend.

                   b.   David questions the request (v.26) but yields to Absalom's pressure (v.27).



PRINCIPLE: Hasty decisions made under pressure with out prayer often lead to disaster.



II. THE REVENGE: v.28-29



    A.   The Celebration:  v.28a



1.   Absalom and Amnon were no doubt seated in the 2 most prominent places surrounded by the  other sons of David.

        	  2.   Music, food, entertainment and wine mixed in the festive atmosphere.

3.   Everyone was having a time of merriment - except Absalom who had already plotted Amnon's murder.



PRINCIPLE: Bitterness robs you of joy.



4.   Absalom's to his servants were ironic, usually associated with acts of character and bravery: "be courageous, be valiant..."



PRINCIPLE: Bitterness clouds good judgment and evil is called good and good evil.



    B.   The Catastrophe: v.28b-29



           1.   The party ended in a pool of blood.

           2.   The merry making ended in murder.

           3.   The fun ended in fear!  v.29b



PRINCIPLE: Bitterness often leads to revenge.



III. THE REMORSE: v.30-36



    A.   The False Report: v.30



B.   The Frustrated Ruler: v.31



l.   No doubt David had his sin with Bathsheba and the frightening sentence of Nathan's prophecy  flash before his mind.

            2.  David was devastated



C.   The Foxy Renegade: v.32-36



             l.   Amnon's "friend" Jonadab, always looking for an advantage for himself "comforts" the King.



a.   Apparently Jonadab suspected what would happen at the sheep shearing, but didn't warn his "friend" Amnon, nor inform the King or even try to stop Absalom.



PRINCIPLE: Bitterness cannot be hidden from others.



b.   In fact, since he had the ear of the King and Absalom was heir apparent to the throne, he would play both sides against each other.

c.   His words in v.33 show the hardness of his heart and his lack of remorse over his "friend" Amnon.

          		d.   Jonadab's "words of comfort" were "I told you so!"  v.35



              2.   David, his sons and his servants wept over the death of Amnon. v.36



IV. THE RETREAT: v.37-39



    A.   Absalom in Exile: v.37-38



          l.   Absalom goes to his grandfather's home for protection.

          2.   Absalom's exile lasts 3 years.



PRINCIPLE:  Bitterness results in broken fellowship.



    B.   David in Mourning: v.37a, 39a



            l.   At first David mourned for Amnon, but as the months passed his grief began to wane.



NOTE: There is a time for mourning, but v.39bd gives us another perspective; "(David) was comforted concerning Amnon, seeing he was dead."  We must accept the loss of loved ones and get on with our lives, our grief cannot bring them back or change the circumstances.



           2.   David then begins to mourn the loss of Absalom



a.   David's grief should have diminished, but his desire to execute judgment on Absalom should not have diminished.

          	   b.   God's righteous Law was being ignored (again) by David.



QUOTE:  Matthew Henry: "At first he could not find it in his heart to do justice on him; now he can almost find in his heart to take him into his favor again."



CONCL: Murder was the result of bitterness allowed to fester in Absalom's heart.  True, David should have had executed Amnon for raping his daughter, but Absalom had no business taking things into his own hands.  "Vengence is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord."   "TWO WRONGS MAKE A WRONG!"





"ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL"



TEXT: II Sam. 15:1-12



        A. There is no more egotistical display than in America's political process.  At election time all modesty is forgotten and each candidate brags about his or her qualifications, experience, expertise, personal character, ability and charisma.  The issues become lost in this personality and popularity contest.  David's egotistical, murdering son now has designs on his father's crown and plots an insurrection.

    B. Since becoming King of Israel was not an elected office and seeing his crown was in jeopardy, Absalom resorts to a popularity contest to ingratiate himself to the people to overthrow his father David the King. The one factor Absalom failed to take into consideration was God's will and his power.



I.  CRIMINAL AMBITION:  v.1-2



    A.   Sensationalism: v.l



       	 1.   Absalom is enamored with his own greatness and gifts.

       	 2.   Much political success is attainted by who can put on the greatest show.



ILLUS: It was forbidden in Israel for Kings to display great pomp and power. Absalom resorted to the ways of his heathen mother, a Geshurite, whom David had mistakenly married out of political expediency.  This was an unequal yoke which bears fruit in David's treacherous son, Absalom.  David on his royal mule, would pale into insignificance alongside Absalom's horses, chariots and 50 bodyguards.



    B.   Seduction:  v.2



1	. Instead of waiting for God to reveal His will concerning a successor to David, Absalom begins to woo the people to himself.

       	  2.   He intercepts those with complaints and lawsuits coming to have their case heard by David.



ILLUS: Some of the sins involved in Absalom's insurrection are: Pride, conceit, covetousness, envy, disaffection toward his father, disloyalty to his King, rebellion against God and His will, possible jealousy over his brother Solomon and deceit.



II. FRADULENT POPULARITY: v.3-6



    A.   By Flattery: v.3



1.   After hearing only one side of the story of the complainers he would side with them and tell them they were obviously right.

2. Perhaps Absalom would especially single out those disgruntled over unfavorable decisions, or what they perceived as unfair treatment, or because their case was unable to be heard by the King promptly.



ILLUS: David is known to have been severely ill about this time (Ps.41:3), and Absalom takes advantage of this.  He had no ethics.  Many churches and Pastors build their ministries on the disgruntled, dissatisfied members of other churches!  The Bible is still up-to-date!



    B.   By Egotism: v.4



          1.   Here he questions the administrative ability of the King.

          2.   Here he sets himself up as the answer to the problems of the people.

          3.   Here he makes his initial bid for the throne.



ILLUS: The people were beginning to side with Absalom.  "David is old and sick. Absalom is young, handsome, ambitious and will listen to our problems. 3 cheers for Absalom!"  Absalom makes his campaign promises saying "Read my lips...no more injustice!"



    C.   By Guile: v.5



1.   Absalom, that bushy haired, handsome, regal appearing son of the King, "ON THE CAMPAIGN TRIAL" was a portrait of friendliness, in contrast to the King who was somewhat inaccessible.

2. Absalom's "friendliness" included shaking hands, hugging and kissing was as phony as today's paper money!



ILLUS: Beware the lush and gush of the Pharisees!  Steer clear of the ooey, gooey, love and honey preachers who fail to warn the flock, reprove and rebuke as necessary.  Watch out for those who make empty promises not solidly backed up by God's book!  Be careful of those who speak a lot about what they do rather than what they are!

    D.   By Treason:  v.6



1.   Absalom is a "dirty crook" who STEALS the hearts of the men of Israel away from God's   man, David!

2. Absalom has no character; "Those that know how to obey well know how to rule well" - Absalom doesn't qualify!



III. CRAFTY CONSPIRACY: v.7-9



    A.   Hypocrisy:  v.7



       	 1.   He pretends to be "spiritual".

 2.   He wants to go back to his "home town" (place of his birth); Hebron would have also supplied easy access back to Geshur if his coup failed.



    B.   Blasphemy: v.8-9



1.   He "uses" the Lord and a promise to serve the Lord as a coverup to further undermine his own father, usurp the throne and take even those still loyal to David with him.

       	  2.   Absalom drags the Lord into his treachery! And David falls for it!



ILLUS: It is interesting how everyone wants to identify as "religious" when they run for political office or Miss America or any other public position even if they are openly irreligious and immoral.



1V   SUCCESSFUL INSURRECTION:  v.10-12



    A.   Espionage: v.10  "spies..."



    B.   Deception: v.11  "simplicity..."



	       1.   This step divided David's support and strengthened Absalom's hand.

2.  All those who Absalom had sympathized with, complimented, kissed and embraced, now followed him to Hebron.

       	  3.   These poor "sheep" are being led to the slaughter.



    C.   Treachery:  v.12a  "Ahithophel...David's counselor..."



1. Now Absalom reaches into the palace itself and enlists a retired or disgruntled servant and former friend of David.



Ps. 55:12-14  

12 For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him:

13 But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance.

14 We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company. 



       	 2.   Ahithophel becomes David's Judas!



a.   Ahithophel hypocritically accepts Absalom's invitation to treachery while in the very act of "offering sacrifices" to God!

          	 b.   Birds of a feather flock together!



    D.   Conspiracy:  v.12b



       	 1.   The majority is usually (if not always) wrong!

2.  Don't ever be deceived by numbers...God's true servants are in the minority...success is no measure of godliness.



ILLUS: In Rev. God says: "all the world wondered after the beast!"  The deception will be complete!



CONCL:  Loyalty is lacking in these Laodicean days.  Success is the measure of many people's loyalty today.  If everyone is doing it, it must be right is the philosophy.  Learn from this passage that popularity is not spirituality.  Don't be disloyal and steer clear of those who are!





"ROYALTY and LOYALTY"



TEXT: II Sam. 15:13-37



INTRO:  A. David's sin was extremely costly.  It had cost him an infant son in death, a daughter in rape, a son in murder and now another son fresh out of exile, in treachery.  Absalom had returned to Jerusalem only to usurp the throne of his father, David.  In v.12 we find that the "conspiracy was strong, for the people increased continually with Absalom."  In v.13 the cli- max comes with the "bad news" of a messenger to King David.  In v.14 David decides to leave his beloved city.



                B. Let's look at several possible reasons for David's withdrawal:

  

   1. He wanted to spare his people needless bloodshed in a civil war.

   2. He wanted to spare his beloved city the destruction of battle.

   3. He would be able to buy some time while he assessed his strength.

   4. He wanted to avoid open conflict with his own son.

   5. He was experienced in open warfare, rather in restricted city fighting.

   6. He could easily identify his loyal supporters as he saw who would follow him.



TRANS: The bottom line is "ROYALTY and LOYALTY", i.e. who would be loyal to David, the God appointed and annointed King and who would be loyal to the usurper and pretender to the throne?  David's son Absalom had demonstrated his disloyalty, David needed the encouragement that only his loyal followers could provide.  Those who followed David provide lessons in loyalty...



I.  THE SERVANTS:  RELIABILITY   V.15-17



    A.   Committment:  v.15



    B.   Encouragement: v.16.17



NOTE: What an encouragement this must have been to the fleeing King!  This committment also speaks volumes about David and his treatment of his servants. Kindness in good times breeds loyalty in bad times.



II. THE ROYAL GUARD: DEPENDABILITY   V.18



    A.   Converts:



1.   These were men who were formerly enemies of Israel who had "converted" and had faithfully served David during past battles.

  2.   What a blessing to have faithful men stand with you in the heat of battle, when others are deserting.



    B.   Consistency:



    1.   They did not leave David after his affair with Bathsheba.

    2.   They would stand by him during his conflict with his son.



III. THE NEW-FOUND FRIEND: AVAILABILITY   V.19-22



    A.   Dissuasion: v.19-20



1.   David graciously tries to dissuade this "Johnny-come-lately" with the unforgettable name ("Ittai the Gittite"), to return to Jerus.

2.   No doubt David was moved to see the apparent loyalty of one who only recently had identified with him.



    B.   Determination:  v.21-22



           1.   Ittai makes a double oath; one to the Lord and the other to the King.



          	   a.   Ittai's words must have been like a soothing ointment on David's wounded pride.

b.   David could not help but compare the loyalty of this new friend with the disloyalty of his  own son.



2.  Surely David fought back tears as he invites this loyal friend to come with his rag-tag army.    v.22

3.   David couldn't help but notice how far this man's commitment extended when he saw the  "little ones" with him; he was willing to even put his family on the line for David.



IV. THE COMMON PEOPLE: COMPATABILITY   V.23



    A.   Unity: "all..." (3X)     (Cf. Amos 3:3)



           1.   God had knit the hearts of the people to David's heart.

  2.   What a sad day to see their leader have to leave the city he had founded and built under such 

   conditions.



    B.   Destination: "wilderness..."



1. They were leaving everything due to their loyalty to David; homes, safety, security, etc.; talk about LOYALTY TO ROYALTY!

2.   They were willing to follow God's man into an uncertain future than to follow a self-called man into an unstable present.

NOTE: God's man had God's Word undergirding him, Absalom had risen to power by intrigue and disloyalty.  They had seen David's loyalty to Saul and other friends in the past.  David was now able to "collect" on his character and reputation.



V.  THE PRIESTS and LEVITES: PLIABILITY   v.24-29



    A.   God's Men with God's Man:  v.24



           1.   They brought the Ark symbolizing the presence of God with them.

           2.   They were showing they believed God to still be with David.



    B.   God's Man Trusts God's Plan: v.25-29



           1.   David did not look at the Ark with superstition as if it were some "good luck charm".

           2.   David was willing to trust God's plan.



ILLUS:  Though there is little doubt that David would have delighted to have the priests with him and the Ark of the Covenant there too, he trusted that God's will would be his portion and looked forward to returning to Jerusalem.



          3.   David's wishes were granted and they took the Ark back to the Temple.



VI. THE OLD FRIENDS: HUMILITY   V.30-37



    A.   Praying:  v.30-31



1.   David is deeply moved by all the loyalty he sees and leads his followers up the Mount of Olives to worship the Lord and thank Him for all his blessings.  v.30

2.   David is again wounded by news of even deeper disloyalty by a former trusted friend and advisor, Ahithophel.  v.31



ILLUS: The whole scene is prophetic of another similar situation centuries later!



Psalm 41:9  

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 



            3.   David prays that Ahithophel's counsel to Absalom will backfire.



    B.   Planning: v.32-37



       	 1.   God graciously sends David another friend to replace Ahithophel. 32

       	 2.   While David is worshipping Hushai, in mourning, approaches David.

3.  David requests that his old friend infiltrate the new king's court to overthrow Ahithophel's counsel and report as a spy whatever he might hear there using Zadok and Abiathar as agents. v.33-36

4.   Hushai obediently and humbly accepts David's suggestions and is on the scene when Absalom arrives in Jerusalem!  v.37



CONCL: There is probably no other passage in the entire Bible which more graphically illustrates the characteristics of loyalty than here.  Are YOU loyal or disloyal?  Are you reliable, dependable, available, compatable, pliable and humble?  What kind of friend are you?





"FLATTERY and CRITICISM"



TEXT: II Sam. 16:1-14



INTRO: A. Have you ever had a pat on the back and later discovered there was a knife in the flatterer's hand?  Did you ever have a 'friend' who set you up for a fall?  Have you ever had someone publicly humiliate you?  In this chapter David experiences both of these circumstances.  Manipulation and humiliation.



               B. David and his loyal followers have fled Jerusalem.  Absalom enters the Holy City to crown himself King of Israel.  His own beloved son has plotted against him.  He has seen former followers trade loyalty for promised favors.  He has maintained his integrity and even his spirituality. He has climbed the Mt. of Olives to worship and praise the Lord. While there he has received the bad news that his former counselor, Ahithophel, has turned traitor.  God had sent some encouragement to David in the person of Hushai, David's loyal friend and David sent him back to Jerusalem to act as a 'plant' in the palace of Absalom.



TRANS: David is now about 60 yrs. old and has served the Lord well, but is now harvesting a crop of punishment for his sin and failure to discipline himself and control his weaknesses.  His losses have taken their toll.  He is tired, and his judgment is affected.  Enter Ziba...



I.  MANIPULATION:   V.1-4



ILLUS: Have you ever had "One of Those Days"?  You went in to ask for a raise and you got fired instead?  You got athlete's foot, and you're not even an athlete?  You brot home an anniversary gift to your wife and she informs you your anniversary was last week? You finally finished reading a complex mystery novel only to find the last 3 pages missing?  You know how David must have felt.  Anything that could go wrong does go wrong.



    A.   The Flatterer:  v.1-2



           1.   Beware the gift-giver!  Beware the wound-soother!



NOTE: Ziba was the former servant of Saul and the present servant of Mephibosheth.  David had made him a manager of Mephibosheth's household, but he wanted to be the master!



          	   a.   Where was Ziba when David was leaving Jerusalem?

          	   b.   Why didn't Ziba come to David before he was exiled?



            2.   Ziba is a conniver and a liar and will be exposed later.



NOTE: It is true that God can make even the wrath of sinful men to praise His Name.  David can surely use these lavish to sustain his followers, but they cloud his discernment and good judgment.



B.   The False Accusation: v.3



 1.   Ziba casts a doubt over Mephiposheth's loyalty.

       	 2.   David failed to see thru the sham and flattery and didn't realize he was being manipulated.



    C.   The Failure: v.4



       	 1.   David grants to this flatterer control over all he had previously granted to Mephibosheth.

 2.   David was under tremendous emotional and physical pressure and his needs clouded his ordinary good judgment.



II. HUMILIATION:  V.5-14



ILLUS: David will show that the world's smiles are often more dangerous than its frowns.  Ziba's flatteries caused David to pass a wrong judgment on a loyal friend.  Shimei's curses will cause David to pass a right judgment on himself.

        Shimei was of the house of Saul and was an implacable enemy of David. He probably though this was an opportune time to "rub salt into David's wounds" and may even have seen himself an instrument of God's vengence.  God may have been dealing with David, but Shimei was surely not God's servant.



    A.   The Curser:  v.5-8



l.   Shimei's attack comes with name calling, false accusation, public shame and even physical assault on David.

       	  2.   His verbal abuse must have cut David to the heart.



ILLUS: The one who thought up the proverb "Sticks and stones...words will never hurt me" must never have felt the sharp, stinging pain of verbal abuse.



                 a.   His first arrow must have hit David in the heart: "thou bloody man..." v.7a



NOTE: He was speaking of King Saul and Abner, no doubt, but David surely thought of Uriah.  Our sinful conscience often condemns us, even after we have repented and received forgiveness.



b.   His second arrow was not as effective, David was surely not a "son of Belial", but rather a faithful servant of God.  v.7b

c.   His third arrow was untrue but must have hurt David deeply, for he was surely not guilty    of "all the blood of the house of Saul" v.8a

d.   His fourth arrow was a patent lie, he was no usurper to the throne, but the God-appointed and anointed King of Israel.  v.8b

e.   His fifth arrow also missed the mark; God had nothing to do with Absalom stealing the throne from his father.  v.8c



QUOTE: Matthew Henry: "See how...malicious men...press God's judgments into the service of their own passion and revenge."



    B.   The Character:  v.9-14



NOTE: David's response to the curser shows his own character and can teach us valuable lessons on responding to criticism.



           l.   Don't get even: (Endure patiently) v.9



ILLUS: Abishai, Joab's brother and one of David's generals wanted to relieve Shimei of 10 pounds of ugly fat.  He was a man after somebody's head, David was trying to teach his men that he was a man after God's own heart!



QUOTE: Ben Franklin: "(Retaliation) puts you below your enemy; revenge makes you but even with him; forgiving sets you above him."



           2.   Don't get mad: (Accept willingly) v.10



          	   a.   David saw the criticism as a tool of God to shape his life.

b.   David's former response would have been "Gird ye on every man his sword" (I Sam. 25:13), but he had grown.



           3.   Don't get defensive: (Judge honestly)  v.11



                  a.   David accepts Shimei's curses as God's judgment for his sin with Bathsheba.

                  b.   David saw the hand of God purging him of sin and guilt.



ILLUS: David realized that Shimei's sin was spawned by Satan and his own evil heart, but that God could use even this in his life.  (Satan put it into Judas' heart to betray our Savior, but God used it to fulfill His plan.)



            4.   Don't get discouraged: (Commit totally) v.12



NOTE: David's response surely had a tremendous effect upon his followers, but it had no effect upon Shimei! v.13  David and his followers simply ignored this raving accuser.



QUOTE: Mt.Henry "While his malice made him odious, the impotency of it made him ridiculous and contemptible."



CONCL: David again becomes a picture of our Savior:



I Pet. 2:22-23  

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 



         How do YOU handle manipulation and humiliation?  Flattery and criticism?__













"MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE PALACE..."



TEXT: II Sam. 16:15-23



INTRO: A. David is on the run, and even though surrounded by his loyal friends things look pretty bleak.  He has not lost faith in the Lord and has shown remarkable character in the taunts of Shimei and set a great example for his followers and for us.  He didn't get even, mad, defensive or discouraged. We last saw David and his men leaving Shimei frustrated as they, fatiagued, "refreshed themselves" v.14



                B. "MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE PALACE..." The scene shifts to the royal headquarters at Jerusalem. v.15  There we see Absalom, David's rebellious son, Ahithophel, David's former counselor and Hushai, David's friend.  The rebellion begins to ripen.  Absalom, watching his every move in these initial stages of the coup, must rely on counselors.  Let's listen in...



I.  THE FICKLE FRIEND? (HUSHAI)



    A.   Conning the Con Man: v.16-18



           1.   Hushai had been planted in the palace by David.

           2.   Hushai greets the usurper with "God save the King(!)."



NOTE: Hushai knew who the God-anointed and appointed King really was.



3.   Hushai's duplicity worked and Absalom swallowed the bait, though v.17 shows he may had some suspicion as to where Hushai's loyalty lay.



NOTE: Absalom recognized the friendship which existed between David and Hushai. But because he was disloyal and had no character himself, it is doubtful he would have the discernment to understand true loyalty, so he accepts Hushai's diplomatic subterfuge.



   4.   Hushai uses language Absalom would relate to; i.e. he implies that he will go with the winner!



QUES: There is no question as to Hushai's loyalty, but does his loyalty justify the deception?  Do two wrongs make a right?  Give other examples of occasions where God apparently put his approval upon deception.  (Rahab the harlot when she hid the spies, Joseph deceiving his brothers, etc.)  Can you give any NEW TESTAMANT. examples?  (How about Paul when he said he did not know Ananias was the High Priest - Acts 23:1-5)  What does all this prove? That men are deceitful and that God blesses in spite of our sinful natures.



          5.   Hushai uses "doublespeak" or words with a double meaning.



    B.   Betraying the Traitor: v.19



       	 1.   Hushai speaks of Absalom as if he were the rightful heir to the throne as the King's son.

2.   No doubt Absalom bought into the premise that if even Hushai, his father's faithful friend and advisor would sell out, soon all would be his that was David's.



NOTE: What Absalom failed to understand was that the crown of Israel was only properly bestowed by Israel's real King, the Lord of glory!

II. THE CRAFTY COUNSELOR! (AHITHOPHEL)



    A.   Wicked Counsel:  v.20-21



           1.   Absalom seeks counsel as to the first steps to secure control of the Kingdom.  v.20

           2.   Absalom is quick to advise him. v.21



          	   a.   Hushai would never counsel him to do wisely due to his loyalty to David.

          	   b.   Ahithophel would counsel him to do wickedly to serve his own ends.



QUOTE: Matthew Henry: "The greatest statesmen are seldom the greatest saints."



          	   c.   It was a strategic, but sinful, maneuver.

          	   d.   God had made this a capital offense.



Lev. 20:11  

And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 



e.   Ahithophel was assuring that by his counsel David could never forgive his son, and that Absalom would now have to go all the way with his rebellion.



NOTE: The word "abhorred" lit. means "to stink".  Absalom was on an irreversible course now.



    B.   Wise Counsel: v.23



           1.   Ahithophel's counsel was seen as very wise.

           2.   His counsel was even likened to counsel from the "oracles of God".



          	   a.   Worldly wise counsel is often the very antithesis of God's Word.

b.   Men looked up to in this world because of their wisdom seldom have any insight into spiritual things.  I Cor.2:14

c.   The success of a man's counsel in the past does not guarantee its success in the future, nor does it suggest it is godly counsel.



NOTE: Beware the "counsel of the ungodly!"



III. THE CARNAL KING (!): (ABSALOM)



    A.   Following the Plan: v.22



       	 1.   Absalom willingly and perhaps even enthusiastically did as counseled.

2.   The scene is reminiscient of that fateful night when his father strolled on the rooftop and saw Bathsheba!

3.   Absalom seduces his father's concubines publicly to show his contempt for his father and to solidify his position as King.



    B.   Fulfilling a Prophecy: cf. 12:10-12



       	 1.   David pays yet another installment on his sin-debt!

2.   Perhaps Ahithophel's advise was partial revenge on David for defiling his grandaughter   (Bathsheba)!

3. No matter how this all came about, it proves again that sin doesn't pay - it costs! and that God's promises or prophecies always come true - to the letter!



NOTE: If you have been unfaithful to your spouse, you are likely to be paid in kind.  Job speaks of this as the just punishment of adultery: "Let my wife grind to another."



Job 31:9-10  

9 If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my neighbour's door;

10 Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her. 



CONCL: David is in exile trying to put the pieces of his life and Kingdom back together.  "MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE PALACE..." intrigue and sin is heaped up.  Hushai proves to what lengths true loyalty will go.  Ahithophel reveals to what lengths disloyalty will go.  Absalom shows how basic character flaws lead to sin, rebellion, disloyalty and lust for power not earned nor deserved.  Which of these three men do you identify with?





"GLUED TO GOD"



TEXT: II Sam. 17:1-23



INTRO: A. Do your problems drive you futher from the Lord or do they serve to cement your relationship?  Do negative circumstances (loss of a loved one, a wayward child, financial setbacks, serious illness, etc.) drive you to backsliding or drive you to your knees?



ILLUS: Last night my wife and I visited the Medical College of Pa. Hospital to have prayer with Mrs. Troxell before her quintuple bypass, open-heart surgery.  She has had bouts with cancer, difficulties at home, 10 surgeries and now this.  Is she bitter?  NO!  These things have made her more reliant on the Lord and sweeter as well!  They have "GLUED HER TO GOD"!



                 B. David has experienced God's chastening, he is on the run, he is physically fatigued and emotionaly drained, but his spirit is still strong. He has not given up on God.  "His trials only came to make him strong." David was still trusting - in his trials.  He is "GLUED TO GOD!"



TRANS:  Meanwhile, back at the palace, plans for David's death are being laid.  Where is God?  Absalom is seated on the royal throne.  He has just physically ravished David's wives at the traitorous Ahithophel's counsel. But the crown rests uneasily on his head as long as David still lives, so he seeks more counsel...



I.  A DIVIDED OPINION:  V. 1-14



Ahithophel's Counsel: v.1-4



1.   Ahithophel's reputation for wise counsel was well established. 16:23

       	2.   Ahithophel again offers a plan to kill David which is almost assured of success:



          	  a.   To assemble a small army (12,000) with Ahithophel in the lead. v.1

          	 b.   To catch David while he is "weary and weak-handed". v.2a



NOTE: "Weary" speaks of David's exhaustion.  "Weak handed" comes from the Heb. word which means "to let drop" or to be disheartened.  In boxing the idea  would be "to let down your guard."  David had experienced the emotional drain of his own son's rebellion and was on a forced march in the wilderness. David's troops were disorganized and weary, Ahithophel's would be fresh.



          	 c.   To kill David. v.2b

          	 d.   To demoralize the troops and bring them back to Absalom.  v.4

          	 e.   To unify the new King and his followers. v.4



ILLUS: The shocking statement in v.4 that "the saying pleased Absalom well" casts serious doubt as to his real motive for killing Amnon - was it to avenge Tamar, or to simply remove someone bet. him and the throne?!  He had no more regard for his father than for his brother.  His arrogance and ambition was paramount.



    B.   Hushai's Counsel:  v.5-14



NOTE: The answer to the question "Where is the Lord?" is now revealed.  He even turns the heart of the ungodly to work His will.  Humanly speaking Absalom had no reason to call for Hushai.  v.5,6



          1.   Hushai gives 5 reasons why Ahithophel's counsel is wrong and that he should delay the attack:



                 a.   The timing is wrong.  "not good at this time..." v.7

                 b.   David's men were seasoned veterans. "mighty men" v.8a

                 c.   David's troops are fighting mad, like a bear robbed of her cubs. v.8b

                 d.   David is not stupid enough to camp with the people. v.8c,9a

                 e.   Absalom's failure would demoralize his followers.9b,10



          2.   Hushai gives his alternative plan:



a.   Overpower David's army with sheer numbers instead of Ahithophel's "surprise attack" plan.  v.11a

             	 b.   Absalom, not Ahithophel, should lead the attack.  v.11b



ILLUS: Hushai appeals first to Absalom's pride.  Absalom can just see himself leading this great army.  The implication is that Absalom is a better general than Ahithophel.



c.   Rather than just killing David, Absalom would be better served if he killed his loyal followers as well. v.12,13



NOTE: Hushai reasons that whether David is in the countryside or in a city the massive army thus assembled would no doubt be victorious.  This plan also appealed to Absalom's lust for revenge and thirst for power and prestige.

      Absalom and his war council agree that Hushai's plan is best. v.14 What they didn't know was that this plan was God's method of overthrowing the rebellion. (Even the Bible admits that Ahithophel gave sound advice! But the best men have to offer is no match for God's power.)

      Besides this is an answer to David's prayer that God would  "turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness."  (15:31)

II. A DANGEROUS MISSION: v.15-22



    A.   The Information Shared: v.15-16



           1.   Zadok and Abiathar were Hushai's link with King David.

           2.   Hushai is not certain if Absalom has swallowed the bait completely.



NOTE: We are to proceed as if everything depends on God and it does, but we are to plan as if much hinges on our activity...and it does!  Example: God promises to feed His faithful, but He doesn't simply send down the manna for us, we need to work for it!  God's sovereignty never conflicts with man's responsibility.



    B.   The Intelligence System:  v. 17-21



1.   A girl passes on the information to the priests sons, Jonathan and Ahimaaz who were hiding in a cave at Enrogel, outside Jerusalem.

       	  2.   This servant-girl could easily pretend to be going for water at the fountain of Enrogel. v.17

3.   A glitch in the system arises when a young boy sees the men and turns them in to Absalom.  v.18a

       	  4.   But they quickly change locations and a woman hides them in a well. b.18b,19

5.   Absalom's men come and nearly find them, but the woman lies and they return with out David's agents being discovered. v.20



QUOTE: "Thus far (in hiding the men) the woman did well; but we know not how to justify her further concealing them with a lie. We must not do evil that good may come of it."



            6.   Finally the men arrive at David's headquarters to warn him.  v.21



NOTE: David may have thought God had forgotten him and did not answer his prayer but God was working behind the scenes to rescue His servant.  This all may have been a part of David's chastening, but it was done by a loving Father.



    C.   The Immediate Strategy:  "a strategic withdrawal"  v.22



NOTE: Under cover of darkness, David moved his followers thru the raging currents of the swollen Jordan.  By morning all were safely on the other side.



III. A DEADLY CONCLUSION: 17:23



    A.   Ahithophel's Sin:



l.   David had sinned but repented and as God's child he was chastened but he clung to the Rock of his salvation thru every circumstance.



                 a.   David's circumstances were controlled by a loving God.

                 b.   David knew the God of the circumstances!



ILLUS: David had lots of sorrow and lots of questions, but he knew the One in control and was not defeated.  Listen to his words in Ps. 42,-5,9,43:2  "My tears have been my meat day and night...I pour out my soul in me...Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me?...Why hast Thou forgotten me?...Why dost Thou cast me off?"  But he also said: "My hope is in Thee!"



2.   Ahithophel sinned but, unlike David who was prepared to abide by the will of God, win or lose even after the gates of Jerusalem closed behind him, Ahithophel, seeking his own advancement, when he found the tide flowing against him, wend down with it, having no Rock to cling to as the swirling waters began to engulf him..



B.  Ahithophel's Suicide:



1.   Ahithophel, like another traitor 10 centuries later, who also betrayed an innocent King, took his own life.

       	2.   Unless we are 'GLUED TO GOD' circumstances will overwhelm us.



CONCL: Three principles can be gleaned from this lesson:



1    God is in control of every circumstance...good or bad!

2.   Every circumstance has two sides...dark and bright!

3.   Circumstances should not drive us from God but to Him!







"WHEN THE CHICKENS COME HOME TO ROOST"



TEXT: II Sam. 17:27 -18:33



INTRO: A. What kind of chickens are you hatching?  There are good chickens and bad chickens.  If you hatch good chickens now they will come home to roost later and be a blessing.  If you hatch bad chickens now they too will come home to roost and be a blight!  "Chickens" are our deeds and they will return either to comfort us or to disturb us, to gladden our heart or to sadden our heart.



                B. David had hatched many good chickens and now when they come home to roost he is blessed.  He had also hatched some evil chickens which will come home to haunt him and break his heart.



TRANS: We will condense this lengthy section into 3 points and 3 principles...



I.  GENEROSITY: 17:27-29



    A.   Kindness Produces Kindness:



           1.   David had fled to an area known as Mahanaim, in the land of Gilead.

           2.   David is severely outnumbered and to the point of exhaustion.



                  a.   Absalom, with his new commander, had set up camp to fight their former King here.

                  b.   In this hopeless situation David calls upon His God:



Ps. 61:2-4   

2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.

4 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah. 



NOTE: David has come to the end of himself and he finds comfort and security in His God, and God hears and answers His cry.



             3.   David had been generous and showed kindness to many over his years as Israel's King.



                    a.   David's men numbered about 4000, according to the historian Josephus.

              b.   David had no way to provide bedding, housewares or food for his loyal followers, but 

David's God had unlimited resourses.

c.   David's God whispered in 3 of his old friends ears and told them about his needs and  prompted them at this crucial time to help him.

          		 d.   These are 3 of David's good "chickens" and look at what a blessing they are to him!



ILLUS: In all 3 cases David had earlier befriended them or someone close to them and now they were returning the favors - with interest!  v.28-29  Yes, David's good chickens had come home to roost with great blessing to David.



PRINCIPLE: "GENUINE FRIENDSHIP IS TRIUMPHANT IN TIMES OF ADVERSITY!"



II. BRUTALITY: 18:1-18



    A.   Harshness Produces Harshness:



1.   What a contrast between generosity and brutality, kindness and harshness and between friendship and disloyalty.

            2.   Summarizing the story:



                  a.   David divides his troops into 3 contingents: v.2

                  b.   David proposes to lead the armies, but is dissuaded.  v.3,4

                  c.   David commands his generals to "deal gently" with Absalom. v.5



NOTE: Absalom seeks to kill his father, his father seeks to spare his son. Mt. Henry: "Never was unnatural hatred to a father more strong than in Absalom; nor was ever natural affection to a child more strong than in David."



       d.   The battle is engaged in the forests of Ephraim and 20,000 of Absalom's troops are slain.		   v.6-8



NOTE: God fought in David's behalf, but at the same time fought against him for these were his own subjects and his own kingdom was thus weakened. (Even the Romans would permit no Triumphal Entry for the army in a civil war.)



e. Absalom himself gets his head or hair entangled in a tree and makes an easy target for his enemies. v.9



QUOTE: Mt. Henry: "That he hung between heaven and earth, as unworthy of either and as abandoned of both; earth would not keep him, heaven would not take him, hell therefore opens her mouth to receive him."



f.   One of David's men sees his predicament, and runs to tell Joab, who asks why he didn't kill him.  v.10,11

               g.   His allegiance to his King would not permit disobedience. v.12,13

               h.   What the soldier refused to do, Joab finished.  v.14-18



ILLUS: It is said that even today when people pass by Absalom's grave they throw another stone upon it and say: "Cursed be the memory of rebellious Absalom, and cursed for ever be all wicked children that rise up in rebellion against their parents."



PRINCIPLE: GENUINE OBEDIENCE IS TESTED IN TIMES OF OPPORTUNITY.



  	1.   The young soldier had the opportunity to disobey, but his integrity restrained him.

2.   Joab, on the other hand, saw an opportunity to end the bloodshed, kill the rebel Absalom, stop the rebellion, reunight the nation under David, do what he believed was God's will and set an example for future self-styled usurpers.



QUES: Who was right?! Is disobedience to established authority ever right?



NOTE: David's brutality toward Uriah comes home to David's house to roost and Absalom's rebellion against his father results in his own brutal death. No matter what good may come or what good ends may be served, we need to know that "THE CHICKENS ALWAYS COME HOME TO ROOST." Brutality bears "after its kind" just as kindness bears "after its kind."



III. MISERY: 18:19-33



    A.   Heartache Produces Heartache:



1.   Consider the heartache caused to David in the death of his son (v.33), but remember the  heartache David caused in having Uriah killed!

2.   Though David is victorious and the rebellion is over, David could not taste the sweetness of victory because he was feeling again the sting of the sword in his own house as a result of his own sin.

           3.   He is not just a vindicated monarch, but he is a bereaved father.



QUOTE: Mt. Henry: "Poor David is so much a father that he forgets he is a King."



4.   When David had committed the situation to God, he prayed for justice and God had now answered that prayer. cf.v.19,31

5.   But his victory does not ease the pain of his great loss, nor does it assuage his great love for his deceased son.



PRINCIPLE: GENUINE LOVE IS TENDER IN TIMES OF EXTREMITY.



            6.   He is not just a King without a throne, now he is a father without a son or a home.

            7.   His love for his son is understood, but there are some negative facts to be considered:

a.   His love was to some measure based upon Absalom's appearance in- stead of positive char-acter traits.

           	b.   His love for God and right should have prevailed over his love for his wicked son.

c.   His allegiance to God and the nation he was to rule should have prevailed over his natural affection.

           	d.   He should have been praising God for restoring peace to his nation.



CONCL: YOUR "chickens" will also come home to roost.  YOU too will reap what you sow.  You had better be hatching some attractive chickens because you will see them again!





"LEARNING LESSONS THRU LOSS"



TEXT: II Sam. 19



INTRO: A. Few people handle loss well.  But there are lessons to be learned even in loss.  David becomes our teacher.  We can learn some lessons thru David's loss; both positive and negative.  How to and how not to handle loss.



               B. David's losses were many.  He had lost family members, friends, prestige, his throne, his home, his power and his joy.  His latest loss was that of his beloved, but rebellious son, Absalom.



TRANS: Ch.18 closes with David's lament and ch.19 opens the same way.  David is swallowed up in grief in spite of the victory of the end of the civil war..



I.  THE SORROWFUL KING:  v.1-7



    A.   Extreme Mourning:  v.1-4



1.   Four words describe David's grief: "weepeth" = loud shrieks or cries "mourneth" = the ritual of remembering the dead; "grieving" (v.2)= emotional pain associated withsorrow; "cried" (v.4): = calling for help and relief.



NOTE: These are all natural and normal responses, but carried to the excess revealed here they throw everything else out of perspective.



PRINCIPLE #1: Loss can distort our perspective.  cf. v.2



       	    2.   David's loss affected his people negatively.



a.   It is not that they were unsympathetic, but they had put their lives on the line for David and he had completely forgotten them.

          		b.   They were "ashamed"  lit. "wounded" i.e. deeply hurt.

c.   Their day of victory "was turned into mourning" by David's insensitivity; they too had experienced great loss with David!



    B.   Extraordinary Frankness: v.5-7



       	 1.   Joab, who had killed Absalom (!), now sternly rebukes the King.

       	  2.   He graphically painted the scene for David. v.5,6

3.   He urges the King to speak "comfortably" (lit. "to the heart") of the people or there would be wholesale dissertion.  v.7



II. THE SEPARATED KINGDOM: V.8-15



    A.   Resuming Command: v.8



PRINCIPLE #2: For your own sake and for the sake of others you must limit your grief.  (Often family members and friends suffer when grief is allowed to continue unabated.  Grief can be very selfish!)



1.   David first had to restore the people's confidence in himself. "Behold the King doth sit in the gate..."

2.   With his followers back in the fold, David turns his attention to winning back those who had opposed him.



    B.   Courting Judah: v.9-12



1.   Israel, with the exception of Judah, realizes their error and moves to restore David to Jerusalem and his throne.  v.9-10



PRINCIPLE #3: Loss can cause us to remember past blessings.  (During the rebellion, nothing good was said about David, now they remembered his greatness.)



2.   Judah was David's tribe and to make the victory complete they too must return under his leadership.  v.11-12



NOTE: Perhaps Judah feared David would avenge himself of their treachery since the insurrection began in Judah's most notable town, Hebron. (15:7ff)



    C.   Demoting Joab: v.13



           1.   Joab had disobeyed David and killed his son Absalom.

           2.   Perhaps David was still smarting for the verbal barrage loosed upon him by Joab earlier.



    D.   Promoting Amasa: v.13



           1.   Amasa had been the commander of Absalom's forces (17:25) and from the tribe of Judah!

           2.   This decision would prove unwise and disastrous later.



    E.   Returning Home: v.14,15



1. Through these manuevers David "bowed" (turned, inclined) the hearts of the men of Judah back to himself.

       	2.   They welcome him back home by sending a delegation to him across Jordan.



III. THE SUBJECTS KNEELING: v.16-39



    A.   Forgiving Shimei:  v.16-23

1.   Shimei was the man who cursed David and hurled stones at him as he left Jerusalem (16:5-13)! cf. v.16-20

       2.   David's men offered to kill Shimei, but David swears not to do so. v.21-23



NOTE: Shimei confesses his sin toward David and David, realizing how God had forgiven his own sin, forgives Shimei!  It may not have been wise as he would continue to be a thorn in David's side later, but we must give him credit for extending forgiveness to an undeserving sinner. (grace!)



PRINCIPLE #4: Loss can tenderize our heart.



    B.   Confronting Mephibosheth: v.24-30



  1.   Mephibosheth comes to meet David and David's probing question reveals his hurt and is an   

   embarassment to Mephibosheth.  v.25

       2.   Mephibosheth explains to David Ziba's deceit which caused David to give Mephibosheth's 

       inheritance to Ziba.



                  a.   Mephibosheth's appearance (v.24) helped convince David of his innocence.

                  b.   David restores half of Mehp. possessions. (?!)

            c.   Meph. declined to accuse David of any injustice and even offered to let Ziba to take every

 		    thing.  v.29,30



    C.   Leaving Barzillai: v.31-39



            1.   The aged (80) Barzillai supplied David and his troops while he was in exile. v.31,32

            2.   David offers Barzillai care for the rest of his life under his protection and provision.  v.33



          	    a.   Barzillai declines due to his age.

b.   He was also a man of principle who believed that expressions of genuine love need no repayment.

          	    c.   David takes Chimham (Barzillai's son?) instead. v.37-38



PRINCIPLE #5: Loss often permits us to have friends we could not otherwise know.



CONCL: Here then we have a story that teaches us about 'LEARNING LESSONS THRU LOSS'!   Instead of being overcome with sorrow to our own detriment and that of our loved ones, we need to learn to place it in perspective and get on with our life and benefit from the loss.





"BEWARE LOSING YOUR HEAD!"



TEXT: II Sam. 19:40-20:26



INTRO: A. David has just gotten over one rebellion and almost immediately faces another.  One moment he was riding the crest of the wave of popularity as both Israel and Judah welcomed him as their King again, and the next the people were divided and a rebellion broke out.



QUOTE: "We must not think it strange, while we are in this world, if the end if one trouble be the beginning of another..." Mt. Henry

        B.   Rebellion can be predicted, analyzed and expected.  Let's examine several principles...



               1.   Rebellion rises out of disagreement.(19:40-43

               2.   Rebellion reacts with disloyalty. (10:1,2)

               3.   Rebellion recruits the discontented. (20:13,14)

               4.   Rebellion results in disaster. (20:22)



I.  DISUNITY: (19:40 - 20:3)



ILLUS: The 6 stages of deterioration revealed here are at the heart of most arguments or rebellious acts.



A.   Misunderstanding: 19:40-41



1.   The Judaites were slow to embrace David again as their King, but quick to escort him over the Jordan once they did.

2.   The Israelites were quick to embrace David as their King, but slow to form a delegation to  welcome him home.



ILLUS: Imagine a presidential inauguration involving only the President's party.  So it is here.  It was primarily the two tribes of Judah who had welcomed David back to Jerusalem.



           3.   This bred misunderstanding:

           4.   The Judaites said: "the king is near of kin to us."  v.42

           5.   The Iraelites said: "we have 10 parts in the king."  v.43



    B.   Anger: v.43    "the words...of Judah...fiercer than the words of...Israel..."



    C.   Accusation: v.43  "why then did ye despise us...?"



    D.   Argumentation: v.43 "all the men of Israel answered the men of Judah"



    E.   Hurt Feelings: v.43  "the words...the words..."



    F.     Division: 20:1-2



l.   As usual the devil ("a man of Belial") has someone close by to take advantage of divisive situation.

       	   2.   These disloyal rebels are usually loud and persuasive.  "blew a trumpet and said...."

             3.   Surprisingly David did nothing to immed. quell this rising rebellion.



NOTE: David's passivity in facing problems was characteristic of his later life.  Many of the problems in his family can thus be explained.  He became passive in discipline.

      David did protect the concubines his son Absalom had defiled. (v.3) These women which David multiplied to himself against God's Word must be a constant reminder to him of his own sin and rebellion which had brought him to this place.



II. DELAY:  V.4-13



    A.   Amasa's Failure:  v.4-6

           1.   David gave Amasa 3 days to assemble an army to go after Sheba.

           2.   Amasa didn't meet the deadline, so David appoints Abishai, JOAB'S BROTHER, instead.



    B.   Joab's Ruthlessness:  v.7-13



       	  1.   David's elite guard, under Abishai's (Joab's) leadership meets Amasa.  v.7

2.   Joab allowed his sword to slip out of its scabbard and when he picks it up grabs Amasa by the   beard to greet him and slips the sword into Amasa's heart! v.8-10

3.   The troops were transfixed at the scene of Amasa bleeding to death on the road and one of Joab's men called for loyalty to Joab and David. v. 11-12

       	  4.   Joab is back as general of David's army!  cf. v.23



III. DEATH: V.14-22



    A.   A Wise Woman:  v.14-22



       	  1.   Joab pursues the traitor Sheba to an Israelite city, Abel. v.14,15

2.   A woman, realizing the peril of the city and its inhabitants, wants to make a deal with Joab.    v.16-21



QUOTE: Mt. Henry: "Though the man be the head it does not therefore follow that he has the monopoly of the brains..."

       In her own sweet way the woman says "Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall!"  v.21



    B.   A Dead Traitor: v.22-23



1.   The traitor loses his head over his inital bad decision to betray David, God's man, and lead in  a rebellion.

       	   2.   The kingdom is reunightd but division cannot help but continue, given the circumstances.



CONCL: The remaining verses give us David's cabinet members: Joab (Secty. of War?), Benaiah (Secret Service Dir.?), Adoram (Secty. of the Treasury?), Jehoshophat (Historian?), Sheva (Chancellor?), Zadok and Abiathar, Spiritual Advisors.  Ira becomes David's Chief Advisor replacing David's sons.  Not only had David lost several sons, but the rebellion in his own family gave him second thoughts about family members in his administration.  How un-ortunate!



         If you are facing a rebellion or a temptation to rebel or if you detect rebellion in others, perhaps a page out of the wise woman of Abel's book would help.  Deal with it rationally, quickly, and with finality.  Your life may depend on it!





"HONORABLY DISCHARGED"



TEXT: II Sam. 21:1-22



INTRO: A. David is about 65-68 yrs. old now.  He is getting weary and weaker. there is no letup.  He who wrote "He leadeth me beside the still waters" found little rest from turmoil in later life.  Earlier in life he had also written "Thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle..." (Ps.18:39) and "By Thee I have run thru a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.  He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms"  (Ps. 28:7) was about to be "HONORABLY DISCHARGED" from further exploits.



                B. Chapter 21 gives us 3 cameo stories that lead up to David's discharge from military service: The Vengeance of the Gibeonights, The Vigilance of an Israelite Mother, and the Valiance of David's Men...



I.  THE VENGEANCE OF THE GIBEONIGHTS: v.1-9



    A.   The Famine of Food: v.1a



    B.   The Famine of Prayer: v.1b



           1.   Why it took David 3 yrs to pray about the problem and seek a solution is not known.



ILLUS: Prayer is usually the last thing we do when calamity comes!  Why we wait is a mystery.  (Jas.1:5)



2.   When David finally sought the Lord, probably thru the Urim and Thummim, he got the answer.



    C.   The Famine of Justice: v.1c-9



1.   It was because of Saul's breaking of a covenant with the Gibeonight servants who dwelt with the Israelites.  v.1c



ILLUS: This event took place yrs. ago, but as Matthew Henry said: "Time does not wear out the guilt of sin; nor can we build hopes of impunity upon the delay of judgments.  There is no statute of limitation to be placed upon God's demands (for justice)."



       	 2.   David seeks the Lord then the Gibeonights to solve the problem..  v.2,3



NOTE: The word "atonement" v.3 is an compound English word "at-one-ment" meaning to bring two parties together.  The primary concept means "payment of a ransom for reconciliation."  Something must be done to appease the offended parties.



       	3.   They demand the lives of 7 of Saul's descendents by hanging. v.4-6

       	4.   David agrees but spares Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson. v.7

5.   The 7 men are hanged (impaled) not out of revenge, but out of justice ("...we will hang them up unto the Lord"  v.6).  v.8-9



          	 a.   These men may have had part in Saul's massacre and covenant violation.

          	 b.   These 7 men die to save Israel from many deaths by starvation.

c.   This was a judicial act under the laws of the day and a didactic act under the laws of God,  I  i .e. to teach the guilt of sin and its severe penalty.



II. THE VIGILANCE OF AN ISRAELITE MOTHER: V.10-14



    A.   A Mother's Love: v.10



       	  1.   She couldn't save her sons, but she could protect their bodies.

2.   She apparently constructed a tent to keep the birds and animals away and stood guard for 6 months!



    B.   A King's Tenderness: v.11-14



       	 1.   Word of this selfless act of love, grief and devotion reached the ears of King David.  v.11

2.   Now that justice had been satisfied David honors these men, their mother and King Saul and his son Jonathan.  v.12-14



III. THE VALIANCE OF DAVID'S MEN:  V.15-22



    A.   War and Weariness:  v.15-17



           1.   David leads his men into battle but collapses. v.15

           2.   A giant named Ishibenob stands over him to finish him off. v.16



ILLUS: It would be interesting to know David's thoughts at this time.  Did he remember how he stood over the giant Goliath with his sword poised to cut off his head as a trophy?  Did he wonder where that soldier who always wanted to cut off someone's head was now that he needed him?  Was he singing "Lord, I'm Coming Home"?



          3.   But Abishai, Joab's brother, comes to his rescue. v.17

          4.   His officers gather around him and give him his "Honorable Discharge." v.17b



ILLUS: It was the passing of an era.  No doubt the older soldiers who had fought by David's side for years shed a few tears.  David himself must wept!



    B.   Warriors and Giants:  v.18-22



NOTE: The next verses read like a program for a present-day wrestling match on TV: Saph the Giant's Son vs. Sibbechai the Hushathite (v.18); The Gittite Giant vs. Elhanan the Bethlehemite (v.19); The Mutant Giant vs. Jonathan of Shimea   (v.20,21)!



CONCL: David would continue to fight giants all his life!  He began his fame with Goliath and ended his life by producing a generation of giant-killers. Faith begets faith; courage begets courage; compassion begets courage. David indeed is "HONORABLY DISCHARGED"!





















"SINGING WHILE SIGHING"



TEXT: II Sam. 22



INTRO: A. David has just been forced into retirement and "Honorably Discharged" from military service.  Others had decided that he should no longer expose himself to harm in battle.  We know that within 5 yrs he would be dead.  David's lifestyle would dramatically change.



                B. How do YOU respond to change?  You are forced into retirement... you lose your job...you lose your health...you are about to lose your life You have been active, suddenly life is passing you by.  You experience more failures than successes; fatigue sets in more rapidily, fears become more real.  How do you react?  David sets an example by "SINGING WHILE SIGHING".



TRANS: David reminisces with a psalm or song...   (v.1-4)



I.  SEVERE PROBLEMS: V.5-19



    A.   Terrorized by Fears:  v.5   ("waves"



    B.   Immobilized by Failures: v.6-7   ("snares")



    C.   Victimized by Foes:



           1.   When he faced Goliath.

           2.   When he fled from Saul.

           3.   When he lost a child.

           4.   When he lost a Kingdom.

           5.   When he almost lost his life with Ishbi-benob. ch.21



QUES: What was David's answer to all these severe problems?  v.7-19  What do YOU do?



II. STERLING PERSON: v.20-30



    A.   Personal Integrity: v.20



       	 1.   David was the "apple of God's eye" because God saw his heart.

 2.   He didn't always do right, but God delighted in him because of his character.  He was a "man after God's own heart".



    B.   Biblical Priority: v.21a



       	 1.   "Righteousness" = conformity to a moral standard: God's word. v.23

       	 2.   David's conduct was governed by God's Word.



    C.   Unquestionable Purity:  v.21b



       	 1.   What about adultery and murder?

 2.   David had long ago confessed them and had been cleansed; he was careful to be clean, but when he failed, he was careful to confess.

    D.   Humble Maturity: v.24-28



         	 1.   David had learned to be merciful: v.26

       	 2.   David had learned to be pure: v.27

       	 3.   David had learned to be "afflicted" (humble): v.28



III. SUPERNATURAL PROTE3CTION: V.31-46



    A.   David's Dilemma:



    B.   David's Deliverance:



           1.   David and God both saw David's weaknesses.

           2.   David's God was David's strength.  cf.v.30 withv.31ff



NOTE: The emphasis is on David's God and his power not on David and his weakness. It is "God...the Lord...He...Thou..."  v.31-44   You will also see in the passage the use of "I" some six times.  We do not win battles by piously sitting back and letting God do it for us.  Nor can we win the battles in our own strength.  We must do our part (obedience, faithfulness, trust) and god will do His part (give us enabling power).



IV. SINCERE PRAISE: v.47-51



NOTE: Several titles for God are used by David thru out this song: "my Rock... my shield...my refuge...my savior...my stay...my lamp...my strength" etc. THE LORD IS...



    A.   Our Support When We Fall:  v.19  "my stay..."



    B.   Our Shelter When We Fear:  v.31 "my buckler" (shield of protection)



    C.   Our Strength When We Are Frail: v.33 "my strength...my power"



    D.   Our Song When We Are Faint:  21:15 David had "waxed faint" and his weakness led him to pen this song!



CONL: What do YOU do when you fall, fear, are frail or faint?  Do you com- plain or sing?  Do you moan and groan or pray and praise?  There should be SINGING in the midst of our SIGHING!

























"THE MIGHTY PEN and THE MIGHTY MEN"



TEXT: II Sam. 23



INTRO: A. Someone said "The pen is mightier than the sword."  In this world both are used and necessary.  The pen can influence and conquer men's minds. The sword can enslave and capture men's bodies.  Both may be used to wage war or peace.  Both are the subjects of the passage before us.



                B. The first seven verses deal with "The Mighty Pen" and the remainder of the chap. deals with "The Mighty Men".  With his "mighty pen" David speaks prophetically and poetically of the coming Messiah, as well of his "mighty men" who otherwise would have gone unknown and unnoticed.



TRANS: Let's take heed to the Mighty Pen of the "sweet psalmist of Israel" as he writes...



I.  INSPIRED PROPHECY:



    A.   Inspired Words:  v.1-3



1.   All the words of the Bible are both men's words ("the last words of David") and the words of God. v.1-3

           2.   The word "said" (v.1) is the Heb. word neum which is used exclusive- ly of divine speaking.

           3.   V.2 clarifies it even further: God's Spirit and God's servant were both speaking.



ILLUS: Here we have a classic example of the doctrine of inspiration.  God is speaking but using David's vocabulary, personality, thoughts and vocal cords (and pen) but they are nonetheless the very words of God!



4.   V.2 and 3 speak clearly of the Trinity: "The Spirit of the Lord...The God of Israel (and)...the Rock of Israel (Christ)."

       	  5.   David also speaks of "the Divine Right of Kings" in v.3!



NOTE: Any Biblical monarchy must adhere to this principle.  All in govt. would be advised to read and heed this statement, for they will give an account to the ultimate King of Kings upon Whose shoulders the govt. ultimately rest.



    B.   Important Words: v.4-7



1.   David speaks of Someone here who shall reign with out the flaws of his own Kingdom. (v.4,5  "Although my house be not so with God..."!)

       	   2.   David then speaks of the "everlasting covenant" God had made with Him cf. II Sam.7:12-16!



                   a.   Here then are inspired, important words dealing with that King who shall replace David 					with a perfect reign and absolute authority.



ILLUS: The "iron curtain" of the U.S.S.R. is gone, but the "rod of iron" of the Absolute, Benevolent Dictator is yet to come.



Is. 9:6-7  

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 



Rev. 12:5  

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 



Rev. 19:15  

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 



b.   David also speaks of the doom of "the sons of Belial" or the unbelievers who refuse to submit to the righteous leadership of the King of Kings.  v.6,7



TRANS: The focus now shifts from The Mighty Pen to The Mighty Men...from the pen to the sword...from prophetic words to heroic deeds...



II. HEROIC BRAVERY:  v.8-39



    A.   David's Military Machine:



1.   Each month a fresh corps of 24,000 men were appointed to protect and serve the nation; Israel's National Guard!  ( a 288,000 man standing army).

2.   David also was surrounded by a personal bodyguard - the Cherethites and the Pelethites (their names indicate that they were executioners and couriers).

3.   David's "special forces" consisted of 400 men who were "in distress ...in debt...and discontented".  I Sam. 22:2



NOTE: From these ranks David mentions select men whom he refers to as his "mighty men"...



     B.   David's Mighty Men:



            1.   The Big Three: v.8-12



                   a.   Edino...slew 800 men in one battle..."chief of the captains" v.8

                   b.   Eleazar...the man who refused to quit. v.9,10

                   c.   Shammah...the "pea patch protector" v.11,12



PRINCIPLE: These men stood in spite of the overwhelming opposition!



             2.   The Three Valiant Men: v.13-23



                    a.   This is the "well of Bethlehem" incident.

              b.   Some suggest that David did not thirst for the literal water of Bethlehem, but for the 

              Messiah who would be born in Bethlehem who would have the water of life!

              c.   David felt himself unworthy of such loyalty and directed their devotion to the Lord by 

              pouring out their sacrificial gift.



PRINCIPLE: These men stood in spite of exhaustion and because of loyalty.



                    d.   Abishai, Joab's brother was one of these 3 and slew 300 men. v.18,19

  e.   Benaiah the brave, killed two fierce Moabites and slew a lion as well as a giant 

  Egyptian. (7 1/2   ft. tall. I Chrn.11:23) v.20-23



              3.   The Other Mighty Men: v.24ff



a.   The others are mentioned with out their acts of bravery which en- titled them to be listed with David's heroes.

          		  b.   The common denominator of each was that they STOOD!

                      c.   They stood though out-numbered, out-muscled, out-maneuvered.



PRINCIPLE: These men stood in spite of superior odds.



CONCL:  We too are in a battle.  May these 3 principles characterize us.  We too are to stand  in spite of overwhelming opposition, exhaustion and sheer odds.  Our loyalty to our Leader and devotion to our King demands we too STAND!  "...and having done all TO STAND!"



Eph. 6:13  

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 







"GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS..."



TEXT: II Sam. 23:13-17



THESIS: To show the sacrificial nature of true, biblical love.



INTRO: A. "Love" is the subject of every soap opera, of countless songs, and the world unceasingly talks about love.  Love, according to the world, "makes the world go around."  But they have a faulty concept of love.  By it they may mean "sex" or immoral relationships or perverted activity or friendship or familial love.



                B. What is greater than a mother's love for her children?  What more intimate love can there be than that between a husband and wife? Jesus answered that question forever by stating "Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends..." Jn.15:13  Then He stated "Ye are My friends..." v.14  and He demonstrated it by laying down His life for us!  This "greater love" a willingness to sacrifice even your life for the one loved is illustrated graphically in our text.



I. A DEEP-SEATED DESIRE: v.15



TRANS:  David had been in exile running from King Saul and hiding in a cave. v.13,14 He is a soldier-King on the run both from his friends as well as his enemies, the Philistines.  He is discouraged, disappointed, and dirty.  HE wishes out loud that he could return to better times and the "good old days" when he drank of the clear water of the well at Bethlehem.



    A.   His Longing:



1.   No doubt he was physically thirsty and really did long for the refreshing water of the well of his youth.

2.   But his longing may have transcended the mere physical need and may have been addressing the anguish of his soul.



ILLUS: It is impossible not to think of our Savior on the cross, Who cried out "I thirst!"  But His thirst was not only physical either.  He longed for the friendship and fellowship of those he loved and who were supposed to love Him.  He also thirsted for the now-broken fellowship with His Father.



3.   David may have also been longing for the Messiah, whom he knew would be born in Bethlehem and would provide the water of life.



ILLUS: In any event, his desire had slipped out where 3 of his "mighty men" could hear it.  They decided that if their King was thirsty and no other water but that from the well of Bethlehem, though presently occupied by the Philistines, would satisfy his thirst, they would get it for him! Even if it cost them their lives.  "Greater love hath no man than this..."



II. THE DARING DEED: v.16a



    A.   Devotion:



    1.   In spite of their knowledge of David's imperfections, they loved him and were devoted to him.



ILLUS: Isn't that what love is all about?  True, biblical love, is not based on the perfections of the one loved, but rather on a decision to love someone in spite of imperfections.

        David himself had demonstrated such love when he sent for the little disfigured, crippled son of Jonathan, Mephibosheth, and bestowed on him all the benefits of the palace and adopted him as his own son! (A beautiful picture of what Jesus did for us!)



   2.   Because of their love these men do not need explicit commands nor some threat of punish- 

            ment.



ILLUS: The level of our love and devotion is measured by why we do what we do for the Lord.  Those who truly love Him do not need to be badgered or cajoled into service, nor threatened with loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



3.   These men were so in tune with the King's desires, they had an intuitive discernment of his will and were devoted to the gratification of his every wish.



    B.   Sacrifice:



           1.   Here is total self-denial and self-sacrifice.

           2.   These men set aside their personal comfort and safety for the one they loved.



QUOTE: Krummacher: "This exploit of the 3 heroes was a sacrifice offered, not so much to the man David, as rather in him to the 'Anointed of the Lord,' and therefore to the Lord Himself."

       When Mary anointed the Lord with the ointment from the broken Alabaster Box, she demonstrated this sacrificial love.   Paul stated his willingness to make the supreme sacrifice for the Savior:



Acts 20:24  

But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 



Acts 21:13  

Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 



    C.   Unselfishness:



1.  These men left the comparative comfort and safety of David's camp and company and penetrated behind enemy lines...for a mere cup of water?

           2.   With their swords in their hands, they faced insuperable odds and great personal danger so

           David could drink from Bethlehem's well?



NOTE: No, it wasn't David's thirst that drove them to such unselfishness, but rather their love for him and their desire to please him.  Do WE have this level of love, devotion and unselfishness for our Savior?



III. THE DRAMATIC DECLINE:  v.16b-17



NOTE: How dare David pour out this precious, priceless gift?!  What a slap in the face to these brave men, who loved him so!  v.16b But we dare not stop at v.16...we must read v.17!



A.   Repentance:



1.   He realized how selfish his former longing and request was and now confesses it by this act of contrition.

2.   He now shares, by this act, their suffering and self-denial and refuses to satisfy himself at their    expense.



    B.   Humility:



       	  1.   David refused to drink this gift since his brethren and troops could not do so.

2.   He recognized that these "mighty men" had laid their lives on the line for him and that the water symbolized their blood.

       	  3.   Associating this water with their blood, he offered it to the Lord as a sacrifice to Him.



ILLUS: Alexander the Great denied himself a cup of water because he couldn't bear to drink it alone and there was too little to share with his men.  Sir Philip Sydney gave his water to a wounded soldier, whose need was greater than his.  David offered his water as a drink offering to the Lord!

        If David valued that water as precious because it represented the life blood of his soldiers, how much more should we value Christ's precious blood shed to cleanse our sins, which water could never do.

CONCL: Here is a beautiful picture of true love...biblical love.  Truly, "GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT HE LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS."  Jesus then added, "Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."  What are you willing to sacrifice for Him?  Not only a "greater than Solomon" has come, but One greater than David.  Should we not love Him enough to obey Him, serve Him and even sacrifice for Him?





"THE HIGH COST OF DOING YOUR OWN THING"



TEXT: II Sam. 24



INTRO: A. David remained faithful to the end, but he also remained fallible to the end.  At a time when David should have simply retired and enjoyed the benefits of being a respected King, leader and friend to his people, he does a strange, disruptive and sinful thing.



               B. At first there seems to be no real reason for his actions, but as we excavate the mine of scripture before us we see that there is something going on behind the scenes which helps explain the events here.



TRANS: David decides to take a census of his military machine.  He had no orders from God to do so, but according to v.1 it seems "he (God) moved David..." in that direction.  From a purely human standpoint the sin of pride seems to move him.  But more is going on here than meets the eye...



I.  DAVID 'S PRIDE:  V.1-2



    A.   God Vs. Israel:  v.1-2



1.   God has not forgotten Israel's sins against His anointed (David) and their rebellion against Him.



QUOTE: Matthew Henry: "Though it was David's sin that immediately opened the sluice, the sins of the people all contributed to the deluge."



2.   Unless we keep this initial statement in mind, the actions of God against Israel will seem too severe; it will seem that God is punishing Israel for David's sins alone.



    B.   Satan Vs. David:



I Chr. 21:1  

And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel. 



       	  1.   It is often difficult to determine from Script. exactly who is behind the activities of men.

2.   Satan suggested the sin to David, God as Sovereign permitted it as an occasion to punish Israel for their sins.



ILLUS: Satan put in Judas' heart Christ's betrayal, but it was in God's over- all plan and fulfillment of Script.



II. JOAB'S PROTEST: v.3-9

    A.   Polite But Pointed: v.3



ILLUS: It is good to have friends who will admonish us when we are about to do something displeasing to the Lord.



    B.   Obedient But Obstinate: v.4-9



1.   Joab and his officers spend the next 9+ months numbering the people from the north, south, east and west.

2.   Joab refused to complete the census because he knew David was wrong and that the people would pay.



I Chr. 21:6  

But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 



           3.   Joab's report revealed that David had well over 1 million men under arms.



III. THE LORD'S PUNISHMENT:  v.10-17



ILLUS: V.10   It seems that as soon as David received the report he recognized the extent of his sin and its probable consequences.



    A.   The Prophet's Pronouncement: v.11-13



    B.   The King's Predicament: v.14



NOTE: It is possible that David is attempting to avert God's judgment on the people for his sin by asking for the punishment which is most likely to reach him specifically rather than war or famine which is certain to decimate the people.



            1.   But 70,000 people die (!) and David is spared.   v.15



QUOTE: Matthew Henry: "David's adultery is (initially) punished only with the death of one infant, jhis pride with the death of all those thousands, so much does God hate pride!"



2.   The very thing the King was puffed up about, the number of the people, is that which God attacks!

3.   When the death angel's sword is stretched out over Jerusalem and possibly over David himself, the Lord tells him "It is enough!" v.16

4.   David recognizes that it was folly for him to be proud of the numbers when they were God's "sheep", not his and the Great Shepherd alone could control their numbers anytime He saw fit.  v.17



C.   The Sovereign's Prayer:



  1.   A simple confession: "I have sinned..."

       	  2.   A Logical Question: "...what have they done...?"

       	  3.   A Responsible Reaction: "let Thine hand be against me..."



IV. THE OFFERING OF PEACE: v.18-25



    A.   The Man of God and His Message:  v.18



    B.   The King of Israel and His Response:  v.19-25



             1.   David saw the angel of the Lord with His sword drawn and immed. complied.



I Chr. 21:16  

And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.



             2.   David purchases a threshingfloor for approx. 300 ounces of gold  (@ $300/oz. = $90,000).

             3.   Araunah (Ornan - I Chr.21), also saw the Angel and offers everything to David free.  v.22



I Chr. 21:20  

And Ornan turned back, and saw the angel; and his four sons with him hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing wheat. 



       	      4.   David refuses his generous offer.  v.23-24

5.   David builds the altar on the very spot (Mt.Moriah) where Abraham offered Isaac centuries before when God stopped his hand, as He now stops the plague. v.25



NOTE: A Greater than David would be crucified on one end of this Mt. Outside the city walls centuries later!



CONCL: When you have yielded to temptation foolishly, take the same steps of action David did:



      1.   Accept responsibility completely.

      2.   Seek for mercy prayerfully.

      3.   Obey God quickly.

      4.   Offer restutition sacrifically.
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