WHAT IF THIS WOULD BE THE YEAR...?

TEXT:  Matt. 24:32-44
THESIS:  To ask questions concerning what this New Year may hold for each believer.

INTRO.:   A.  According to our text passage the coming of our Savior will be in a time “as the days of Noah were”  where normal daily activities were taking place “until the day that Noah entered into the Ark.”   In other words it took everyone by surprise.  The majority were left behind to drown, while just a very few were saved after God closed the door.  


     B.  It was just another day in the minds of the majority.  But Noah was expectant.  He didn’t know the exact timing of the flood, but he had prepared.  So it will be for the believer when the Savior returns for the church.  It will be an ordinary day.  Then disaster strikes the world.  But those who prepared for that day will be saved.

ILLUS.:  Most of us in this room remember a bright sunny day in September; just an ordinary day.  Suddenly everything changed in America.  We had been attacked.  It caught everyone by surprise.  We had gotten up that morning to go to school, to work, or to enjoy a day of shopping, cleaning house or whatever.  Nothing out of the ordinary.  Then disaster struck.  

TRANS.:  I want to ask three very sobering questions at the beginning of this New Year.  Each question begins with the words of our title:  “WHAT IF THIS WOULD BE THE YEAR…?”
I.   …WHEN JESUS COMES?
ILLUS.:  At the beginning of each New Year my daughter would sing a song with this title.  It went like this:
“What if this would be the year when Jesus comes,  the year that we’ve been waiting for so long!  We’d have so little time to get our lost world won – if this would be the year when Jesus comes.”  Then it switches from year, to day to moment, asking the same question.


A.  Are you ready?



1.  The question is not “Are you saved?”  But “Are you ready?

1 John 2:28   And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.




a.  Are you ready to meet the Savior face to face?  Are you abiding in Him?



b.  Would you be ashamed before Him today, if He should come?  Do you have 






confidence?



c.  What is there in your life that you would need to change if He should come today?


B.  Are you expectant?



1.  We should be looking for His coming at any moment.



2.  We should be preparing for His coming at any moment.

ILLUS.:  A man in my church composed a song with a Caribbean flavor called:  “What will you be doing when Jesus comes back?”  “…will your light be shining or burned out black?  …will you live each moment like it was your last?  …what will you be doing when Jesus comes back?”

                Will you be out soul-winning, witnessing to loved ones, reading His Word, praying, helping someone, working, caring for your kids, OR doing something you will be ashamed of when you meet Him in all His majestic glory?  Will you be gossiping, backbiting, not forgiving someone, not making things right with family and friends…?  Or will you even be engaged in some sinful activity?  YOU know what that might be.
II.  …WHEN YOU ARE CALLED HOME IN DEATH?
2 Kings 20:1   (Isaiah brought this message to Hezekiah)   In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.


A.  Is Your House In Order?



1.  Are there some things you need to make right?  Some relationships that need repair?



2.  Are there some sins unconfessed?  Are there some apologies in order?

Jeremiah 28:16   (Jeremiah brought this message to Hananiah)  Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the Lord.

ILLUS.:  The chances are that you may not get a specific warning of the time of your death.  But this could be the year you will hear: “It’s inoperable cancer.”  (A former member of my church received such a message recently, and has not been living for the Lord for years now.  How sad.  She and her husband are devastated.)
This could be the year you drop dead with a heart attack or an aneurysm.  Or perhaps it will not be you, but a dear loved one.  (My son was taken home with the Lord at age 39!)  Or maybe an automobile accident.  (4 yr. old boy in NJ)

B.  Have You Been Drifting from the Lord?



1.  You have not taught rebellion against the Lord openly like Hananiah, but you have been 



harboring secret rebellion.



2.  Perhaps it isn’t open rebellion, but just a subtle drifting; little by little – a coldness has set 



in.

ILLUS.:  Perhaps you have lost your “first love” for the Lord.  Maybe Bible reading isn’t what it used to be.  Or you look for excuses to miss church services.  You have dropped out of serving the way you used to.  What will you say to Him, what excuse will you give Him?  He knows your heart.  

III.  …WHEN YOU ARE GIVEN ANOTHER CHANCE:
NOTE:  Perhaps the rapture will NOT take place this year.  Maybe you won’t die this year.  Perhaps you will be given one more year to live and serve Him.  What will you do with this opportunity?


A.  Will You Do Better or Worse?



1.  Hezekiah was given an additional 15 years after his initial death sentence and he blew it.



2.  The New Year offers you a chance to correct old habits, make new commitments, to 




renew old vows, to strengthen the things that remain, and to build new convictions.


3.  The New Year will give you a chance to deepen your devotion to the Lord, to win your lost 


loved ones, to support your pastor and church, to disciple new converts and to care of 



one another.


 B.  Will You Make Progress or Backslide?



1.  There is no neutral position for the believer.



2.  Living things are supposed to grow;  are YOU growing?

ILLUS.:  Why don’t we ever hear of “frontsliders?”  Because the natural tendency is to slip back, not improve.  To improve we must put new energy into the system.  (That’s why evolution cannot work!)  In the natural realm gravity pulls us down.  In the spiritual realm the world pulls us down.  We don’t catch good health, we catch bad health – unless we take preventive measures.  Our bodies don’t grow stronger, they grow weaker – unless we work on them.  The same is true of our spiritual life.  What will YOU add this year to be spiritually stronger?
CONCL.:  So, WHAT IF THIS WOULD BE THE YEAR WHEN JESUS COMES?  Are you saved?

Will you go UP?  …WHEN YOU ARE CALLED HOME IN DEATH?  Will you be comfortable or ashamed when you see Him face to face?  Is your house in order?   …WHEN YOU ARE GIVEN ANOTHER CHANCE?  Will you be willing NOW to make a commitment to do better and to progress and not backslide.  
