




JESUS IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT WANT

TEXT:  John 10:14,15    I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.   As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.

THESIS:  Jesus revealed Himself as our personal Shepherd as well as our personal Savior.

INTRO.:  A.  On Palm Sunday Jesus presented Himself as the King of the Jews & He will come again to manifest Himself as that King & as King of Kings & Lord of Lords.  But we don’t yet live in the sweet bye & bye of the Millennium, but in the nasty now & now of this present evil age.   So as wonderful as the truth of His Kingship is, an even more wonderful truth is presented to us as Jesus is present-ed in our text as our Shepherd.  And since “JESUS IS MY SHEPHERD, I (& YOU) SHALL NOT WANT!”
B.  I had several themes I wanted to preach today, but the Lord impressed on my heart that there are several hurting sheep here today who need to me ministered to & led me to this passage & this message instead.

TRANS.:  Our Savior is both the Speaker & the Subject of this passage.  He presents Himself as not only our Savior, but as our Shepherd.  His perfection exceeds human understanding.  We could never plumb the depths of His Person.  He must be His own mirror.  As Spurgeon once said:  “None but Jesus can reveal Jesus.”  Here He reveals Himself as our Shepherd…

BECAUSE JESUS IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT WANT FOR…
I.  PERSONAL ATTENTION:  (His Complete Responsibility)

A.  He Is The Owner Of The Flock:  “…my sheep”

1.  He purchased each one of them with His own blood, He bought each one!

ILLUS.:  Most shepherds, cowboys, etc. today are mere hirelings, i.e., they do not own the flocks or herds, they are only employees.  An even most owners today never have any personal involvement w/their sheep or cattle.  The eastern shepherd knew everything about each individual sheep.  He attended their birth, knew about their defects, needs, problems & concerns.  So Jesus is the Good Shepherd, not a mere hireling.

2.  He considers each sheep His wealth!

3.  His fortune lay in His flock;  He is our Shepherd, we are His wealth (He speaks of us in His Word as His “jewels,” His “inheritance).

B.  The Caretaker of The Flock:  

1.  Some sheep are hurting all the time.

2.  Our Shepherd is on duty all the time.

Ps.121:4  Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

ILLUS.:  He is like the fireman who is on duty all the time, or the Dr. who is on call all the time.  And thank the Lord, He is never too busy or too preoccupied to answer His “phone” and He makes house calls…day or night.

C.  The Provider Of The Flock:  “…He maketh me to lie down…”

1.  The hardest thing for sheep to do is to lie down.

2.  Sheep fret, worry, and are constantly nervous.

3.  The Shepherds job is to provide “green pastures” & “still waters” for His sheep.

D.  The Leader of The Flock:

1.  It is not up to the sheep to find or make the way, but to follow the Shepherd!

2.  Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want for guidance & direction.

E.  The Defender of The Flock:

1.  He is the Good Shepherd Who will lay His life down for the flock.

2.  He refers to Himself as “the door of the sheep…”  v.7-9

ILLUS.:  The picture is that of an oriental sheepfold where the Shepherd sleeps in the only entrance or door of that fold.   To get to the sheep a predator would have to go through the shepherd.  Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want for protection!

II.  PERSONAL FELLOWSHIP:  (His Complete Knowledge)

A.  He Knows Us Intimately:  “I know My sheep…”

1.  Note the fantastic comparison He makes: “As the Father knows Me…”

2.  Jesus is the Father’s altar ego, His other Self…one God with Him!

3.  That’s how intimately He knows each of us (He programmed our DNA!)


Ps.139:15-16  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. 

B.  He Knows Us Numerically:  “…My sheep”  (“I have lost none…” Jn.17)

C.  He Knows Us Personally:

1.  He knows our weaknesses & strengths, fears & worries, trials & needs, failures & sins.  (“Whom He did foreknow, He did predestinate…)

2.  His love for us is not blind & His knowledge of us is not the cold knowledge of intellect but of love & affection.

3.  He made us, so He knows us as Creator.

4.  He was made like us, so He knows us as a man.

5.  We are to know Him (“…am known of mine”) by union & communion!

III.  PERSONAL SALVATION: (His Complete Sacrifice)

A.  In Life:

1.  His entire life on earth was one of sacrifice for others.

2.  He not only died for us He gave Himself for us while living.

B.  In Death:  “…for the sheep”

1.  The word “for” means “instead of.” (substitutionally)

2.  The word “for” means “in behalf of.” (vicariously)

ILLUS.:  Praise the Lord He died in my place as the Good Shepherd Who so loved me that He paid my sin debt.  Thank the Lord also that He suffered & died in my behalf i.e., for me, He did what I deserved to do, die for my sins & yours!

CONCL.:  If you are a hurting “sheep” today, Praise the Lord that “JESUS IS YOUR SHEPHERD, SO YOU HAVE NO WANT”  for Personal Attention, Personal Fellowship or Personal Salivation!    He takes Complete Responsibility for His sheep,  He has Complete Knowledge of His sheep & He has made a Complete Sacrifice for His sheep!  
