Prophecy                                                                                                         Armageddon
ASSEMBLING FOR ARMAGEDDON or

World War III
TEXT:  Joel 3:9-17

THESIS:  To reveal the prophetic details of the battle of Armageddon.

INTRO.:  A.  In all the civilized countries of the world Armageddon stands for finality, the war to end all wars.  Those who study the Bible know that what we are seeing today cannot be the mighty, climactic Battle of Armageddon, or World War III.  But it is obvious that as the prophetic clock ticks ever more loudly, that we are seeing the nations of earth “ASSEMBLING FOR ARMAGEDDON.”  In fact, never before in earth’s history has the stage been set and the players in place as they are at this moment.

              B.  The final assembly for Armageddon is at least 3 ½ years away, and that horrendous, cataclysmic event at least seven years away.  But what is exciting to Bible believers is that the world is read, nations are in place, and before any of the prophesied events can occur – God’s people will be raptured and removed.  As the ungodly are “ASSEMBLING FOR ARMAGEDDON” God’s owns are “RALLYING FOR THE RAPTURE!!!”
I.  THE ANTICHRIST:  Dan. 11:36-39


A.  The Superman:

ILLUS.:  To personalize the Anti-christ think of someone who has the Diplomatic Statesmanship of Ronald Reagan, the Technological wizardry of Bill Gates, the Political Correctness of Bill Clinton, the Religious Charisma of Billy Graham or Joel Osteen, and the Financial Savvy of Donald Trump.


1.  He will be energized by Satan, so though he is a man, he is more than a man as to 

               his power.



2.  While the believed looks for the God-man from heaven, the world will welcome the 


superman from hell.

ILLUS.:  Shortly after the Rapture of the Church, the revelation of the Antichrist takes place.  No one can say with certainty whether or not he is alive and waiting in the wings today.

2 Thessalonians 2:2-3   That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;


B.  The Superplan:



1.  His plan is world domination via a mighty war machine, a religious coalition and 



economic superiority.



2.  He will present a viable peace iniative which will solve the Arab-Israeli dispute (the 



Palestinian Problem), unite the nations and user in an era of peace or a pseudo-



Millennium.




a.  He will be respected and even worshipped.




b.  He will have supernatural power and natural charisma.

ILLUS.:  him For about 3 ½ years this rider on a white horse with a bow and no arrows, succeeds in establishing peace, but then he breaks his treaty with Israel and his mask of respectability is ripped away.  The nations of the world see his ulterior motives and begin to get nervous & decide to move against.
II.  THE AREA:

A.  The Staging Area:



1.  The Pan-Arabic Bloc:  “the King of the South”  

Daniel 11:40    And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.



2.  The Russian Threat:  “the King of the North”

ILLUS.:  As Russia sweeps down through Turkey, Syria, Jordan, she gains strength and adds to her military machine.  The trigger is the movement of the Arab-bloc nations.  She cannot allow the Arabs to gain control of the gateway to 3 continents – Israel – or gain oil supremacy.



3.  The North African Federation:  Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia

Daniel 11:42-43   He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.   But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.


4.  The Pan-Oriental Bloc:  “The kings of the east”

Daniel 11:44   But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.

Revelation 16:12   And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.



5.  The Western Alliance:




a.  Ten Kings or Kingdoms  (Rev. 13:1;  17:12-17)




b.  This is a revived Roman (European) Empire (the 10 toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s 




image in Dan. 2)

B.  The Strategic Area:  

Revelation 16:16   And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.



1.  Armageddon means the valley of Megiddo (also called the valley of Jezreel or 




Esdraelon where many O.T. battles were fought.



2.  This is a specific blood drenched piece of geography in Israel that can be located on 


any detailed map and will become Antichrist’s waterloo!

III.  THE ACTION:

A.  The Harvest:

Revelation 14:14-20   14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.   15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.   16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.   17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.   18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.   19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.



1.  In the last battle of WWIII 200 million troops will clash there and the blood will be 3-


4 feet deep & run for 160 miles!

Revelation 19:13-15   13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.   14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.   15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

ILLUS.:  The wounded Lamb becomes the wrathful Lamb.  Armageddon becomes a virtual “winepress” where the Lord treads the winepress of His wrath against ungodliness.

                This harvest produces blood-drenched geography in the “war to end all wars” (WWIV comes later – after the Millennium!).  Joel calls it the “day of darkness” – “the day of gloominess”  -  “the day of clouds and thick darkness.”


B.  The Horror:  

Revelation 16:16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Revelation 19:17-19   17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;   18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.   19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.



1.  The massacre produces a carnivorous feast where the birds of prey feast on the 



carcasses.



2.  It takes 7 years to burn the weapons and 7 months to bury the bones!  (If this battle 


is included with the battle of God & Magog)

Ezekiel 39:9-12   9 And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn them with fire seven years:   10 So that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord GOD.   11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamon-gog.   12 And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land.

CONCL.:  This horrific scene is preceded by the terrific scenario spelled out in I Thes. 4 – the Rapture of the Church.  Thank God we will not pass through the horrible Tribulation nor the Battle of Armageddon.  But the world is “ASSEMBLING FOR ARMAGEDDON” now!
