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"...ON EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN"

TEXT: Mt. 13:11

INTRO: A. The main theme of the Bible is Government.  The issue is Who will rule over Whom?  God was on His Throne in heaven and one day Satan decided He should be King instead of God.  The battle lines were drawn.

Is. 14:12-14  12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 


B. Satan, the would-be King and Usurper, was cast 
down to the earth.

Luke 10:18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

   This presented a problem for man...Adam.  Adam had been given DOMINION over the earth and its creatures by God.  He was to RULE over God's creation for the Lord.

Gen. 1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and sub-due it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

 Satan shows up and steals the crown from Adam.  God gives the crown to Noah.

Gen. 9:1-2   1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. 

   Noah gets drunk and loses the crown. And God gives it to Abraham, then to Isaac, Jacob and thru his sons to David and a whole series of KINGS in Israel.

   Finally Jesus shows up after the crown has not been worn for centuries and lays claim to the crown, THE THRONE and ultimately will become the KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS...

TRANS: But we are getting ahead of our story.  Let's go back and refocus...

I.  THE PICTURE OF THE KINGDOM:

Ps. 103:19  The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 

    A. An Unlimited Kingdom:

       
1. Nebuchadnezzar recognized the unlimited scope 
of His Kingdom.

Dan. 4:34-35  34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchad-nezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine under-standing returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:

35   And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 

2. The Psalmist recognized the unlimited scope of His Kingdom.

Ps. 24:1  The earth is the LORD's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 

    B. A Unique Kingdom:

1. A King has sovereign power and can delegate that authority.

2. He has delegated authority to earthly Kings and they failed, so He has given "all power" to His only Son and He will one day assume that position.

3. In the meantime Satan has usurped some of that authority as the "Prince" and "god of this world" and will rule on earth with great power as Antichrist for 7 years.

NOTE: Remember Satan's offer of earthly Kingdoms to Christ on the Mt. of Temptation?

Mt. 4:8-9   8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceed-ing high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

II. THE PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM:

    A. A Limited Kingdom:

    B. God's Rule On Earth:  ("as it is in heaven")

       1. Given to Abraham in the Abrahamic Covenant.

 2. Promised "forever" to David in the Davidid Covenant.

II Sam.7:16  And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 

ILLUS: A Kingdom demands a King.  The Jews were looking for a King.  Remember Nebuchadnezzar's dream.  Daniel said it was of 4 earthly Kingdoms: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.  Then a 5th Kingdom would appear under the Antichrist and the whole image would be destroyed (all earthly kingdoms), by a giant stone crashing it to the ground and grinding it into powder.

   Then the stone would increase in size till it filled the whole earth.

Dan. 2:35  Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

Is. 9:6-7   6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

7   Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

III. THE PRESENTATION OF THE KINGDOM:

    A. The King's Birth:

Matt. 2:2  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

    B. The King's Message:

Mt. 4:23  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 

Mt. 10:7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

IV. THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE KINDGOM:

    A. The King Rejected

    B. The Kingdom Program Continues:

Matt. 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is to be Heaven's rule on earth "as it is in heaven..."

2. The parables of Mt. 13 report the progress of the King-dom in mystery form during this age.

NOTE: The "Kingdom of Heaven" was no secret to Israel.  The "mystery" was the fact that there would be a long period of time, the church age, in which God would not deal with Israel as a nation but send the gospel into the world.

      The Parables of Mt.13 are a description of the K. of Heaven during this present age.  The K.of H. is NOT the church.

CONCL: The Parables of Mt.13 will tell us what to expect while the King is absent from the earth.  What should we expect concerning the reception of God's Word during this time?  How about opposition?  What about Israel?

   These questions and others will be answered in this section of God's Word.

"THE PARABLE OF THE SEED"

TEXT: Matt. 13:1-23

THESIS: To show from the Parable of the Sower how Christ saw those who claimed to be His followers.

INTRO: A. This Parable is usually called the Parable of the Sower, but the emphasis seems to be on the Seed and its results more than on the Sower.

B. The multitudes began to throng Christ now.  HE begins to sift the true from the false followers and miracle seekers.  He begins to speak in parables.  In v.9-18 he tells why He is using this new method of teaching.

        C. What is a Parable?

1. NOT A FABLE: Fairy tales never lift above the earth.  A Parable teaches a spiritual truth.  A Parable is always sober, never in jest.  It is common-place and intelligent, not ridiculous or impossible, as speaking trees, animals, etc.

2. NOT A MYTH: A myth attempts not to set forth a truth but to BE that truth.  a Parabgle is simply the vehicle to convey truth.

3. NOT A PROVERB: (tho only one Hebrew word for both)  A Proverb is a short, pithy STATEMENT rather than a STORY conveying a spiritual truth.

4. NOT AN ALLEGORY: Allegory contains its own interpreptation, not so with a parable...it must have an outside interpretation.  A Parable compares one thing with another, an allegory transfers the properties of one thing to another.  Ex. Pilgrim's Progress.

5. A PARABLE is like an ornate Treasure Chest decorated with precious stones, but containing far richer treasures inside.  It is our task to find the Golden Key to open this treasure chest...

I.  THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SOWER: v.3 and 18

    A. Christ Himself Is The Sower:  (cf. v.37)

       1. The Word is sown by the Word.

       2. He is the Author of the Word and its Sower.

       3. He "went forth" to sow.

    B. Christ's Disciples Are Sowers:

       1. But they must sow the same Seed.

       2. They too must "go forth" to sow.

II. THE DISSEMINATION OF THE SEED:  V.4,19

    A. The Seed Is The Word of God:

Luke 8:11  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

    B. The Seed Must Be Sown.

    C. The Seed Is Alive:

       1. It may not appear to be...like natural seed.

       2. It can germinate into spir. life if conditions are right.

III. THE DIVERSITY OF THE SOIL: v.4-8, 19-23

    A. The Bad Soil and Wasted Seed:

1. The Way Side: Path of Many Travellers: v.4  (Herod, Pilate)

a. Hardened, trampeled ground...unreceptive, hard-ened hearts...once tender.

b. Seed cannot penetrate...lies on the surface...not Seed's fault.

          c. The fowls devour the seed:  v.19

ILLUS: It is not that this one was saved and then lost, but that the Word was heard and could not penetrate the shell of worldliness and Satan steals another life.  The heart given up to the world is easy prey for the enemy.

2. The Stony Places: Shallow, Sentimental Fervor  v.5,6 (Simon the Sor.)

a. The seed immed. springs up, but withers quickly when sun comes.

b. Testings and persecutions prove the profession to be false. v.20,21

             1) Rec. the Word with JOY...wrong emotion; no 
sorrow, not repentant.

            2) Unable to stand trials and pers. which strengthens 
true faith.

ILLUS: These like religious excitement, like any other excitement.  Have no depth.  Attracted by the beauty of religion but cannot bear the reproach of the cross.  These are "flash in the pan" decisions.  Quick, unnatural growth ...quick death.

3. The Thorny Places: Sharp, stifling worldliness  v.7  (Demas)

          
a. Cultivated soil, but thorn roots left.

b. Here seed and thorns grow side by side, till thorns choke out the Word.  v.22

c. The "care of this world" and "deceitfulness of riches" destroy this seed.

ILLUS: This might have been a great saint; he becomes instead only a great businessman or great writer, etc.  Not time...because of cares of the world.

        At first I thought here is an illustration of the vast majority of Christians   ...but alas, this one is lost.  Could it be that many who try to serve God and mammon are not really saved.  We call them "unfruitful Christians"; maybe they are unfruitful because there is no life in the plant.

    B. The Good Soil and The Fruitful Seed:  v.8, 23

       
1. Well prepared soil: receptive hearts.

       
2. The seed produces fruit in each case, tho in some 
more than others.

       
3. Those truly saved cannot be lost and will produce 
SOME fruit.

NOTE: Here is the progress of the Kingdom of Heaven in mystery form during this church age.  Heaven's rule on earth is only operative in the hearts of believers.

CONCL: Here is what we should expect concerning recep-tion of God's Word during this time.  Even the Master Sower only has a 25% positive response to the Seed of His Word.  Let us not grow weary of sowing.

"SHEAVES OF WHEAT - BUNDLES OF TARES"

TEXT: Mt. 13:24-30 and 36-43

INTRO: A. Jesus called the 1st Parable in Mt.13 "the parable of the sower" (v.18) and the emphasis was on the Seed which the sower sowed and the results of that sowing of seed.  In this 2nd parable, he does not give it a name.

     However, again the emphasis is on seed; this time on two different seeds. When the disciples asked for an explanation of this parable, they did not ask for the Lord to interpret the 2 sowings or the "enemy" but rather of  "the parable of the tares of the field."  (v.36)

B. This is the only other parable Jesus actually explains.  Again, every detail is given an interpre-tation...contrary to modern parabolic interpretation.

I.  THE TWO SOWINGS:

    A. The Owner Sows His Field:  v.24,36,37

       1. The Owner is the Son of Man: v.36,37

          
a. It is natural that the owner sows his own field.

b. The Owner's field is "the world"...His own creation.

NOTE: Men have often tried to make the field the Church, as an excuse to tolerated and admit unbelievers.  However, the Owner of the field specifically identifies the field NOT as the Church, but the "world"

    B. The Enemy Sows the Owner's Field:  v.25,39

       1. The Enemy is Satan:  v.39

a. He is a Trespassar: a "squatter"...on who settles on another's land and works it for his own advantage.

ILLUS: We do not "steal" anything when we attempt to win souls; we simply attempt to return them to their right-ful Owner.

          b. He is a Sneak: he worked while men slept: v.25

ILLUS: Satan is the "subtle" serpent who works when we are not watching. It iw while "men slept" - not when the Owner slept...He never does.  He merely allows it...the enemy will ultimately pay for his crime.

c. Note that it is "His enemy" ...not ours!  The battle is the Lord's.

          d. Note Satan's determination to do harm:

             1) He has nothing to gain...he is doomed.

             2) Tares are worthless to both...non-productive.

             3) He exhibits pure malice and hatred in this act.

II. THE TWO SEEDS:  V.24,25,38

    A. The Good Seed: "children of the Kingdom"  v.38

1. In the first parable the Seed is the Word of God; here the seeds are people.

2. During this age these children would be believers in the Church.

NOTE: Cf. Mt.8:12 where "children of the Kingdom" are cast into "outer darkness."  cf. v.11

    B. The Tares: "children of the wicked one"  v.38

       1. Both grow TOGETHER: "among" - a mingling.

ILLUS: Tares in seed form and in stalk look alike... difficult to distinguish.

   Not till harvest is it savge to separate them.  They are Satan's counterfeits within professing Christendom.  Churches and individuals have a "form of godliness, but deny the power thereof."

        
2. Satan is an imitator, not an innovator.

        
3. His main business during this age is religion.

4. Though the field is the world, it is obvious that there is a vast difference bet. the ungodly and immoral worldling and the believer, but it is not so easy to distinguish bet. the bel. and the moral chapter member.

a. The Owner's instructions: "Let both GROW together till the harvest" v.30

b. The Owner's reason: "lest while ye gather the tares, ye root up also the wheat"  v.209

ILLUS: Who would want the job of separating the wheat from the tares?   Suppose you made a mistake?  To allow a saved person to go to hell or an unsaved person into heaven...!

        This is NOT a teaching against church discipline, the field is the world, not the church.

III. THE TWO SENTENCES:

    A. The Harvest Is The End of the World:  v.39

NOTE: "World" = Gr. "aion" or "age" and speaks of the time of the end of the age of the Kingdom; the Millennium.

    B. The Reapers are the Angels;  v.39

    C. The Tares Are To Be Bundled and Burned:  v.30a

1. Bundled:  perhaps all atheists together, all drunk-ards, blasphemers, etc.  What company.  What punish-ment!

       2. Burned: Cast into the fire:  v.40-42

NOTE: The fire is not interpreted as are the other elements in the parable.   Thus we must assume the fire is literal!

D. The Wheat Is To Be Gathered Into the Owner's Storehouse:  v.30b

       1. Security:  "gathered together"  v.30b

       2. Distinction: "in the Kingdom of their Father"  v.43

       3. Glory: "shine forth as the sun"  v.43

CONCL: The righteous will not 'BURN' like the wicked, but will 'SHINE.'   Here is the progress of the Kingdom of Heaven in this mystery form today.

   There are 2 "Gods," 2 "Sowers," 2 "Seeds," and 2 "Sentences"!

                         "STRICTLY FOR THE BIRDS!"

TEXT: Mt. 13:31,32

INTRO: A. The 7 Parables in Mt. 13 are all connected and in fact if this concept is not followed as a basic principle of interpretation, a false view will be formed.

In The Parable of the Sower or Seed there was greater growth among those who reject than those who receive the truth.  In The Parable of the Tares those who rejected the Word of God imitate the appearance of those truly born-again.  In this Parable of the Mustard Seed, we again see the true and the false in one monstrosity of a tree.  This abnormality could be most accurately described by "Christendom" i.e., all who profess some form of Christianity.

TRANS: Again, these Parables are all designed to show the progress of the Kingdom of Heaven in Mystery Form during this age.  It is negative, not positive.  Not only will we find a comparitively small return on our efforts, and not only will we find living in the world with counterfeit (tares)

difficiult, but the growth which will be experienced in this age will be grotesque and unnatural...

I.  THE SEED:  V.31,32

    A. Small Beginnings:  "least of all seeds..."

1. Christ's Kingdom began with a very small number of subjects.

2. During His life and ministry the 12 Apostles were joined by 70 disciples and on Pentecost we have 120 disciples gathered together.

3. After His resurrection we hear of "about 500 brethren" as witnesses.

a. Not only the numbers but the place seems insignifi-cant.

b. Christ's Kingdom was no match for the mighty Roman Empire.

c. His Kingdom did not have soldiers but servants, no politicians but preachers, no armies but Ambas-sadors.

d. He condemned the use of weapons and armed His followers with the Sword of the Spirit.

    B. Great Beginnings: "the greatest among herbs..."

1. With the rejection of the earthly Kingdom (of Heaven), Jesus proclaimed a spiritual Kingdom (of God).

       
2. Instead of a New Govt. He spoke of a new birth.

3. From this nucleus of followers, He built the church, while never abandoning the prospect of a future literal, earthly Kingdom.

John 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but NOW is my kingdom not from hence. 

4. The church started out pure, but began to grow into a monstrosity, including a hierarchy, rituals, ceremonies, sacraments and all sorts of grotesque distortions.

II. THE TREE: V.32B

    A. Trees In Scripture:

       1. Associated with ethical values:

          a. Bay tree: the wicked

Ps. 37:35  I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. 

          b. Palm tree: the righteous

Ps. 92:12  The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

          c. Olive tree: Israel  Rom.11:14ff

          d. Mustard tree: Christendom!

    B. An Herb Tree:

QUOTE: G.Campbell Morgan: "Normally the mustard seed never become3s a tree.

   The mustard is an herb, not a tree.  As a tree it has been described as "a garden shrub outdoing itself."  That is abnormality.

       1. Abnormal, unnatural growth...a monstrosity.

ILLUS: Who can deny that the Church has grown from humble, lowly and meek circumstances to the great, powerful, political-religious monstrosity of today?

   Today, instead of simply reaching people with the simple Gospel of belief, the "Church's mission" is that of civil rights, political activity, social reform, etc.  Instead of simple fishermen the so-called successors of the Apostles are Cardinals, Archbishops, Prelates, Monsignors, Most Holy Fathers, Popes, etc., etc.

       2. A freak and stanger to its ancestors:

III. THE BIRDS: v.32

    A. Consistency:

1. Consistency demands that we interpret the sower as the Lord, the field as the world (not the church) and the end result as negative. (comparing the previous parables and their interpretation by Christ)

2. The "birds" in the first Parable represent Satan and his agents. v.19

NOTE: Today the Church ("tree") is characterized by ecumenicity, numbers,  influence and wealth.

Rev. 3:16-17  16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

3. The final stage of Apostate Christendom is described in Rev. 18:2 as the "habitation of every unclean and hated bird."

ILLUS: Lodging in the branches of the "Tree" of Christ-endom today are Roman Catholics, Baptists, Mormons, 7th Day Adventists, J/W's, Protestants of every stripe, Branch Davidians, Jim Jonesites, Charismatics, Faith Healers, Miracle Workers, New Agers, et.al.!!!  The professing Church is "STRICTLY   FOR THE BIRDS!"

    B. Consummation:

Rev. 18:8  Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

CONCL: Harvest time is near!  Only the true church will be raptured.  All the "birds" lodging in her branches will be destroyed

        Summary of the 1st 3 Parables:

    
1.  A Sower sowing seed...and only 1/4 of it fruitful.

2. A Sower sowing seed...and the enemy sowing tares.

3. A Sower sowing seed...which transgresses the bounds of its own nature and becomes a tree shelt-ering evil things.

                         "SILENT, SUBTLE SEDUCTION"

TEXT: Mt. 13:33-35

THESIS: To reveal the introduction of evil doctrine into that which was pure and to set forth the reason for Parabolic instruction.

INTRO: A. Someone has said that :

  1. The Key to the New Testament is the book of Matthew,

  2. The Key to the book of Matthew is the 13th chapter,

3. The Key to the 13th chapter is the Parable of the     Leaven.

This parable is the middle of the 7 and the last spoken to the multitude.  The remaining 3 are given only to the disciples.  v.34 withv.36

C. This parable continues the theme of the other 3; that of encroaching corruption into the professing church.  All 4 portray with consistency and continuity the course of the church age between the 1st and 2nd Comings.

I.  THE PARABLES: v.34,35

    A. To Fulfill Prophecy:  v.35

Ps.78:2  I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:

1. Some would understand ("hear") others would not.  cf. v.13-17

2. The disciples possessed something the multitude did not; they had accepted the Messiah.  v.12 withv.15

NOTE: God's Word can only do its work on willing hearts, prepared soil.

    B. To Reveal Secrets: v.35

NOTE: A "mystery" in Script. is a formerly hidden truth, now revealed.

II. THE PROBLEMS:

    A. The Problem of Interpretation:

1. The Liberals and Catholics make the woman = the Church; the meal = the world; and the leaven = the Gospel.

2. This is a very optimistic view of the effect of the gospel on the world; they teach that the world will be ultimately converted during this age.

    B. The Problem of Application:

1. This liberal view is out of harmony with the preced-ing Parables.

2. In nearly 2000 years the Gospel has not converted the world and more proportionately and numerically remain unconverted today than 2000 years ago.

III. THE PICTURE:

    A. The Meal:

       
1. The primary figure in the parable is the meal.

2. The meal in Old Testament offerings spoke of the perfections of the Person of Christ (Purity).

3. The Meal demanded work and dedication on the part of the one offering it to God (Purity).

ILLUS: The first mention of "3 measures of meal" is in Gen. 18 when three angels visit Abraham and Sarah to announce their miracle baby.  Sarah prepared "3 measures of fine meal" and baked cakes for them. Meal here was a picture of believers having fellowship with God and each other.

4. The meal was a product of the wheat; described by Christ as "the children of the Kingdom" (Purity).

5. The meal then speaks of Purity; The Pure Person of Christ, the Pure devotion and service of the believer and the Pure (True) Church.

    B. The Woman:

1. The true Church is a wife, bride or chaste virgin; never a "woman"!

       2. Women in Script. stand for false religious systems.

Rev. 2:20  Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

Rev. 17:3-5  3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

ILLUS: Watch out for any cult, sect or church where a woman is given undue prominence or position.  Today there is a proliferation of females in the main-line denom-inational churches and even the Southern Baptist churches.

3. Women are often subtle and seductive in Script.  "HID (leaven) in 3measures of meal..."

ILLUS: This SILENT, SUBTLE SEDUCTION is unde-tected by the masses and even by undiscerning, immature believers.

    C. The Leaven:

1. Leaven is universally negative, evil, sinful, in the Word.

QUOTE: Strauss: "Leaven corrupts the pure Gospel of the grace of God.  As the parable of the mustard seed shows the outward, visible growth of organized religion, so the par-able of the leaven reveals the internal "hidden" corruption of that religious monstrosity.  It was not the intention of our Lord in these parables to teach the triumph of the Gospel in this age, but rather the workings of Satan in his opposition to the Gospel."

2. The first mentions of leaven in the Old Testament occur in Sodom and Egypt, both sources of corruption and opposition of purity.

3. Leaven was excluded from all blood offerings and sacricial offerings made by fire.

Ex. 34:25  Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven...

4. There was one meal offering in which leaven was permitted.

Lev. 23:16-17  16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.

17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. 

a. The Feast of Weeks pictured Pentecost when the    church was born.

b. The two loaves symbolize Jews and Gentiles baptized into Christ's Body now made one in Him.

c. The church in her present condition is not perfect...flesh is corrupt; so when bread typifies man, even at his best, it is always leavened!

5. In the New Testament leaven appears 17 times ... always evil (unless we make this case the exception.)

a. The Leaven of the Pharisees: hypocrisy, outward orthodoxy.

Mt. 16:12  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

b. The Leaven of the Saducees: liberalism, denial of the supernatural.

ILLUS: These religious frauds taught that men should call priests "father;" make long prayers in public; wear long robes; teach the authority of tradition and deny the super-natural.  Mt. 23:8-14; Acts 23:8

c. The Leaven of the Herodians: worldliness and politics in religion.

Mk. 8:15  And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 

d. The Leaven of Immorality and Toleration of Evil:  I Cor. 5

QUES: How long will this leavening process be continued?  "till the whole was leavened..."  Till it is nearly impossible to tell the true from the false.  Till the ecumaniacs take us down the road to an amalgamation of Protestantism, Catholicism, Orthodoxy and Judaism (and the Mystical Eastern religions?).  This unholy alliance will ultimately include world government as well.  Hello, Antichrist!

CONCL: This interpretation and application of the Parable is neither optimistic nor pessimistic, but rather realistic and Scriptural.

                              "BURIED TREASURE"

TEXT: Mt.13:44

THESIS: To reveal the "mystery" of the Treasure hid in the field.

INTRO: A. Buried or hidden treasure is fascinating to many.  Thus, the popularity of Sweepstakes, gambling, treasured hunting, etc.

In this 5th Parable, Jesus speaks of "BURIED (or hidden) TREASURE."   To this point Christ was speaking to the multitude, but now He sends them away and speaks only to His disciples. v.36  First He spoke to MEN OF SIGHT i.e., those intellectually interested.  Now to MEN OF FAITH who are spiritually prepared. The MULTI-TUDES were conscious of things seen, whereas the Disciples were confident of things unseen.

C. These last 3 parables are given without any explan-ation or interp.   These 7 Parables speak prophetically of the development of the K. of Heaven during the present age...till Christ comes.

1. Parable of Sower...results of preaching the Word in this age.

2. Parable of Tares...the enemy imitates the things of God.

3. Parable of Mustard Tree...unnatural dev. of the seed.

4. Parable of Leaven...corruption of Christianity in this age.

ILLUS: This same negative development is taught by John in the Book of Revelation in his 7 letters to the churches of this age.  Instead of getting "better and better" Christianity becomes more and more corrupt "till the whole be leavened" and harvested.

TRANS: Someone said "One man's trash is another man's treasure."  So it is with the interpretation of this parable...

I.  THE POPULAR INTERPRETATION OF THIS PARABLE:

    A. The Popular Interp. Explained:

       
1. Field......world

       
2. Man........sinner

       
3. Treasure...Christ or salvation

       
4. Action.....Acceptance of Christ

    B. The Popular Interp. Examined:

       
1. Sinners do not seek the "treasure of salvation".

       
2. Salvation is not found in the "world". (field)

3. Sinners do not buy the field (world) to obtain salvation (once saved sinners are to forsake the world!).

4. Sinners cannot obtain salvation (treasure) with any purchase price for it is not for sale.  The price has been paid (not money but blood).

5. Christ cannot be bought...He is not hidden in the field of the world, nor having found Christ does the sinner hide Him again.

NOTE: This popular interp. breaks down at every point.  Here are all the erroneous ideas of man concerning the Bible doctrine of salvation.

II. THE PROPER INTERPETATION OF THIS PARABLE:

    A. The Proper Interp. Explained:

ILLUS: We say "proper" because it is the only consistent and biblical interp. possible.

       1. Field........world  v.38

       2. Man..........Christ v.37

       3. Treasure.....Israel

       4. Transaction..Christ's death on the Cross

    B. The Proper Interp. Examined:

1. Two figures already used: the field and the world or Finder.

       2. Two new figures introduced:

          a. The treasure...Israel:

Ps. 135:4  For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

Ex. 19:5  Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

1) Hid thru worldwide dispersion.

Deut. 31:17  Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us? 

Is. 54:8  In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. 

2) He came unto His own (Israel) and they received Him not.

3) The temporary "hiding" of the treasure was God's way of making salvation possible to all.

Rom. 11:25-26  25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away

ungodliness from Jacob: 

             4) The King will yet set up His Kingdom.

          b. The Transaction: Christ's death on the Cross

             1) The passion of it: "for the joy thereof..."

NOTE: The joy comes from His leading back to God that which was in rebellion against Him.

2) The price of it:  "all that He had..." His ONLY Son

             3) The product of it..."buyeth that field"

a) Whole world is redeemed...waiting to be claimed.

Rom. 8:21-22  21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth inpain together until now. 

                b) He is the Savior of the whole world.

                c) While Israel is in exile, salv. is offered to all.

CONCL: Here is the pix of the age in which we live.  "Blindness in part is happened to Israel, till the fullness of the Gentiles come in."

        Israel is God's "Treasure" still in hiding because of their rejection of Christ.  The Church is Christ's espoused Bride waiting for the consummation of the Marriage.

"YOU ARE A PRECIOUS PEARL!"

TEXT: Mt. 13:35,46

THESIS: To show the value of the Church in the eyes of Christ.

INTRO: A. In the last Parable the primary figure was the Treasure which represented the nation of Israel.  Here the primary figure is the Pearlwhich represents YOU!  "YOU ARE A PRECIOUS PEARL!"  That is, you as a part of the body of Christ...the Church.  YOU are extremely precious in Christ's sight.

 Most of the figures in this parable are the same as in the 5th Parable: the man, the act of finding something of value, a transaction. But there are new emphases here as well...

I.  THE MERCHANT = CHRIST

    A. Christ was the Sower in Parables #1, #2 and #3:

       1. The Parable of the Sower or Seed.

       2. The Parable of the Tares.

       3. The Parable of the Mustard Tree.

    B. Christ was the Treasure Hunter in Parable #5:

    C. Christ is the Pearl Hunter in Parable #6

1. This Parable is spoken to Jewish Disciples as was the previous one.

2. They would have understood the concept of treasure in a field.

       3. They would not have seen the pearl as of great value:

a. The pearl was considered valuable to Gentiles, not Jews.

b. The pearl was not among the precious stones in the Old Testament

c. The pearl was not among the precious stones on the breastplate of the High Priest.

II. THE ACTIVITY = SEEKING

    A. The Pearl Hunter Does the Seeking!

1. Who, but a loving God, would have spent time seeking out of the market place of sin and corruption, precious jewels?

2. No man seeketh God!  Christ came to SEEK AND SAVE the lost!

III. THE DISCOVERY = PEARL

    A. A Living Organism:

1. Unlike other jewels and gems, the pearl is a product of life, the life of an oyster.

ILLUS: Sand or some other foreign matter enters the oyster and irritates it.   In order to get relief, the oyster secretes a substance called nacre (or mother of pearl).  It is the very life of the oyster.  The oyster continues giving of itself until it dies.  It is thru the suffering and death of the oyster that the pearl is perfected and becomes an object of beauty. The offender, causing the death of the oyster becomes a gem of value. Our sin caused Christ's death on the cross but one day His church will be presented to the Lord as a Jewel for His crown..."without spot or   blemish..."

2. It is the only jewel that would be ruined by any kind of division!

ILLUS: Christ only found ONE pearl!  The Church is "one Body"!

I Cor. 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

      
 3. A pearl is found in the mud!

 4. The pearl is never formed instantaneously or in a day, week or year - but over a long period of time.

NOTE: The Church is now nearly 2000 years old in its formation and is yet incomplete!

5. The pearl is a favorite of royalty for crowns and necklaces!

NOTE: The Church will one day rule and reign with Him as "Kings and priests"!

ILLUS: The pearl can only represent the Church during the King's absence, as the Treasure hid in the field can only represent Israel.

       6. The pearl is transformed from ugliness to beauty.

Gal. 5:19-23  19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-ing, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

ILLUS: No angel of God can sing of the personal love of God to them as can the lowest redeemed sinner.  Last night I heard a preacher who was a former drug addict and bum testify of Christ's cleansing and transformation.

   When some educated, groomed, well-spoken, grammat-ically correct preacher speaks, he may get the glory...when a former bum speaks, God gets the glory!

IV. THE TRANSACTION = PURCHASE

A. The Price Paid:  "bought it..."

1. First, "He sold all that He had..."  i.e., He left glory for the gutter; He left the presence of purity for the presence of putrifaction; He left the fellowship of God for the fickleness of man;   He left the worship of angels for the willing rejection of men.

2. Then, "He...bought it (the pearl)" i.e., with His own blood!

3. Christ paid a tremendous price for His Church...but He was looking beyond the present to the future day spoken of in...

Eph. 5:25-27  25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of

water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

ILLUS: Money is no good except for what it can purchase.  Christ sold all He had to purchase this as yet, imperfect people.  Like an art dealer, He had an eye for real value; value others could not see.

        The Indians sold Manhattan Island for $24.00 worth of trinkets.  A man with vision made a shrewd deal.  He saw beyond the rocks and trees to the teeming metropolis we know today as New York City.

    B. The Prospects Pictured:

1. One day, this Pearl (the Church), will be seen in all its glory and its goodness made known to the ages to come.

QUOTE: L.Strauss: "The ultimate purpose of the Church is not her mission for a short time here on earth, but for eternity.  The purpose of God in redeeming us was not merely our safety and happiness in Heaven, but His own glory.

   For all eternity the whole of creation will see the trophy of His grace purchased thru the sacrifice of His Son."

2. Thru this Pearl, principalities, powers and unfallen intelligences of other worlds will learn of the wisdom of God.

Eph. 3:9-10   9 And to make all men see what is the fellow-ship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 

       3. Thru this Pearl, God will be ultimately glorified.

Rev. 14:1-3   1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

CONCL: In the absence of the King, during this age will be gathered out and presented to God the most resplendent jewel that will ever flash upon His bosom throughout all eternity.

Mal. 3:17  And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

"CAUGHT IN THE NET"

TEXT: Mt. 13:47-51

THESIS: To set forth the picture Christ portrays of the end of this age in the Parable of the Drag Net.

INTRO: A. Each of these Parables have had at least partial fulfillment during our lifetime.  We have seen...

1. The not always encouraging results of the Gospel being preached in the Parable of the Sower or Seed.

2. The Wheat growing with the Cheat in the Parable of the Tares.

3. The grotesque and unnatural dev. of Christendom with both the true and false welcomed into the professing church in the Parable of the Mustard Tree.

4. The leaven spreading its evil thruout the sphere of Christian profession in the the Parable of the Leaven.

5. Israel hid as a treasure to be later reclaimed in the Parable of the Hid Treasure.

6. The true Church as Christ's prized possession, in the Parable of the Precious Pearl.

The Parable of the Drag Net is likewise partially being fulfilled at present.  As the net has been cast both evil and good fish have lodged within its folds.  The time for pulling the net in is at hand...

I.  THE DRAWING OF THE NET: v.47,48

    A. The Time Is Near:

1. Because of the longsurrering nature of God, men scoff:

          1. Men ascribe His waiting to a false promise.

II Pet. 3:3-4  3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

b. He waits because He loves us.

II Pet. 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

       2. Because of the love of God, men procrastinate.

ILLUS: "Tomorrow is another day" they say, "I'll get right with God tomorrow. God says, "Thou fool, THIS NITE thy soul shall be required of thee."

    B. The Net Is Closing:

       1. Time is running out.

ILLUS: Sexual sins and perversions closed out Noah's day with judgment.  We have outdone Noah today.  We live in a sex-crazed and perverted society.  Soap, cigarettes and sox are sold by some sexy siren in the newspapers, mags, and TV.

   The soap operas are advertisments for adultery, abortion, sodomy and illicit sexual perversion.  L.A. Law has re-placed the Law of God, even in Christian homes.

        Motion pictures openly portray and promote perver-sion publicly.  They advertise nudity, filthy language and sexual activity as normal and promote divorce, living together and sodomy as "alternate lifestyles."  Exposure of the female bosom and bodies on the beaches has reached the point of saturation.

        Even skin magazines are getting worried.  One editor asked in Time magazine: "After you've shown it all, what do you do for an encore?"

       The answer is obvious, lesbianism, homosexuality and child porn...even so-called "snuff" films of people actually being murdered.  God will put a stop to all this!

       2. The net will soon close.  v.48  "when it was full..."

II. THE DUTY OF THE ANGELS: v.49

A. The Record of Angelic Visitation:  "the angels shall come forth..."

1. Direct intervention in human affairs by supernatural beings.

a. Today their ministrations are unseen, tho nonethe-less real.

b. In Old Testament times they became visible and moved against the enemies of Israel.

c. They will again be let loose to put down God's enemies.

2. This visitation alone will strike fear in the hearts of men.

B. The Reason for Angelic Discrimination:  "sever the wicked from the just"

ILLUS: Discrimination is not always bad.  We discrimin-ate against one article of clothing when we choose another.  We discrim. against all others when we choose a husband or a wife.  God discrims. against all who reject Him:

"Depart from me...I never knew you."

1. "Cast the bad away..."  v.48  These are the wicked of v.49

2. "Gathered the good into vessels..."  v.48  "good" or "just" in Script. are those who have obeyed the word and received His auth.

C. The Results of Angelic Separation:  "cast them into the furnace..."

NOTE: Heaven's might (angels) enforce Heaven's stan-dards.

III. THE DISMAY OF THE LOST: v.50

    A. Wailing:

       
1. The day of vengence will have arrived.

2. The saints will be vindicated and the wicked punished.

       
3. The victory over Satan will be complete.

    B. Gnashing:

1. Speaks of man's continued rebellion against God and reveals his true nature.

Rev. 16:8-11   8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.

 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.

10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,

11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

2. Speaks of the exceeding painfulness of their torture.

3. This torture is unending...but there is a better way..."be saved."

CONC: God has in these 7 Parables painted a panorama of the age in which we live.  This closing Parable goes beyond to that which is yet future, but will be fulfilled in every detail, whether men choose to believe it or not.
