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PANORAMA

OF 

GOD’S WORD

A Survey of the Scriptures

New Testament
"PANORAMA OF THE BIBLE"
(Intertestamental Period)
"Between Malachi & Matthew"
TEXT:   Ps. 74:9 "We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long."
INTRO:  A. During this period of 400 years there is neither prophet nor inspired writer. There are no miracles or signs. God's people experience tolerance and testing at the hands of their various rulers, but heaven is silent.

 B. But God is working and preparing his people and the world for the appearance of His Son.

 C. When the remnant returned to the land of Palestine they saw the ruins of the city of Jerusalem and their beloved temple.  There were sicken​ing reminders of their sin and its consequences.  There is no king and no throne. No temple and no sacrifice. There was no national identity (They would build another temple and again offer sacrifices, but the beauty and glory of the former temple would be gone forever. The old men wept as they remembered...).

 D. One thing is left which takes prominence and becomes their most pre​cious and vital possession - the treasure of their sacred scriptures! In these scriptures they focus on the promises of a coming Deliverer, Savior, Messiah and King! They have witnessed the fulfillment of the Scriptures' prophecies concerning their past, and they conclude that the promises of a king and kingdom will likewise come to pass.
TRANS:  The stage is set, the temple is rebuilt, the sacrifices are resumed, the people who will provide the continuity of Jewish history are a nation again, but "the fulness of time" for Messiah's grand entrance onto the stage of his​tory must wait till all is in readiness...
I. POLITICAL PREPRATIONS:


A.  The broad outline of political history given by Daniel continues:


     1.  Babylonian rule is replaced by Persian domination.

     2.  It is under Persian rule that the people are permitted to return and rebuild.

     3.  Between the testaments there are 6 periods:

          1.  The Persian period (536-333 B.C.)

          2.  The Greek period (333-323 B.C.)

          3.  The Egyptian period (323-204 B.C.)
NOTE:  After Alex the Great's premature death, the four "notable ones" replace the "Great Horn" of Daniel 8:21, 22 and the Ptolemaic Dynasty begins.(i.e., the line of Greek kings over Egypt). The 1st three of these kings were generally kind to Israel and they prospered. The 4th was Ptolemy Epiphanes whose crown was seized by Antiochus the Great who was harsh toward the Jews.

          4.  The Syrian period (204-165 B.C.)
NOTE:  Antiochus annexed Judea to Syria and plundered, massacred and captured territory and people. He desecrated the temple, outlawed circumcision, appointed a traitor as high priest and made the temple a shrine to Jupiter. All copies of the Scriptures were burned or defaced with idolatrous pictures.

          5. The Maccabean period (165-63 B.C.)
NOTE:  This is one of the most heroic periods in all history. Mattathias, an aged priest, refused to knuckle under to Syrian sacrilege and slew Antiochus' commissioner along with a disloyal Jew and destroyed an idolatrous altar. He and his 5 sons took refuge in the mountains. One son, Judas, became known as Maccabeus, from the Hebrew word for hammer. He and his father led thousands into rebellion and conducted guerilla warfare against the Syrians. Their bravery and determination gave them a reputation beyond their numbers. Jerusalem was recaptured and the temple cleansed, and on December 25th, exactly
3 years after its desecration, orthodox sacrifices were resumed.  (This date is still observed by Jews as the Feast of Dedi​cation or Hanukkah.( cf. John 10:22)

          6.  The Roman period (63 B.C. - )
NOTE:  Rome had ascended to status as a superpower and soon subjugated the Syrians and took control of Judea from the Jews.  The Herods soon appear on the scene and the monstrous murderer, Herod the Great, was king when Jesus was born.
Galatians 4:4 says "But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His son, made of a woman, made under the law." The Roman roads facilitated travel permitting more rapid spread of the Gospel. The common language throughout the empire was Greek, ideally suited to precise communication of doctrine. Augustus Caesar was the first king of the solidified empire and was in power when Jesus was born. When Jesus was a child Tiberius Caesar, Augustus' adopted son, ascended the throne.

B. God's prewritten history was being fulfilled. 
II. RELIGIOUS SITUATION:
NOTE:  During these 400 years between Malachi and Matthew things in the religious life of Israel had changed. As we open the New Testament we are confronted with new organizations, offices and entities.  Words such as "synagogue", "Pharisee", "Sadducee", "Herodian" and "Sanhedrin" appear. These were un​known in the Old Testament.

A.  The synagogue:  Lk. 4:14-16

     1.  During the exile in Babylon, the Jews had no temple and began gathering in homes or public buildings on the 
 
          Sabbath to hear the Law read.

     2.  Without a prophet, the study of the Scriptures became important, and an intense interest in the Old 
 
      
         Testament Canon, now complete, was generated.

     3.  The word "synagogue" means assembly and is kin to the word "church".  It appears that the roots of the New 
 
         Testament church grew out of the synagogue organization with a president (pastor), deacons, and 
 
   
         congregation.  The concept of reading, explaining and preaching from the Scriptures began here.

     4. The basic concept in the synagogue was not worship, but instruction in the Scriptures. Later, an elaborate 
 
         liturgical service devel​oped.

B.  The scribes:  Mt. 2:1-6

     1.  In the Old Testament the scribes were primarily penmen, trans​cribers or secretaries.

     2.  In the New Testament they are a body of men who are the guardians and expounders of Scripture.

     3.  Without a living voice of prophecy, the change-over from Hebrew as a spoken language to Aramaic and later 
 
          Greek, the formation of synagogues and the abandonment of idolatry led to a necessity to study the Word of 
 
          God.


     4.  The study of the Scriptures by these scribes degenerated into an absorption with minutiae and emphasizing 
 
          the letter rather than the Spirit of the Word.

     5.  Their hypocrisy is emphasized by Jesus in Mt. 23:1-3.

     6.  They are also referred to as "lawyers" in the New Testament.

C.  The Pharisees:  Mt. 23:13 ff

     1.  The name "Pharisee" means "separatist".

     2.  The concept of loyalty to the Scriptures, separation from defile​ment by the world and other idolatrous religions 
          was admirable and right, but the Pharisees gloated in their ceremonial purity, strict adherence to the law, etc.    
          Their goal was right, their motives wrong.  "To obey is better than sacrifice".

     3.  The Pharisee was the ritualist - always adding to God's Word. (Like the R/C's, Sects, etc.)

     4.  By Christ's Day they had developed a whole set of rules and regu​lations in addition to God's Word, that Christ 
 
          labeled a burden to the people.

D.  The Sadducees: Mt. 22:23 ff
     1.  The Sadducees were the religious liberals.

     2.  The Sadducee was the rationalist - always taking from God's Word. (Anything he cannot explain, he rejects.)

     3.  The Sadducees rejected anything supernatural )angels, demons, miracles, the resurrection, etc.)

E.  The Herodians:  Mt. 22:15-22

     1. The Herodians were the compromising secularists.

     2. The Herodian, as the name implied, was associated with govern​mental power and looked out for himself and 
 
         the states' interests.

     3. The Herodian was the secularist - always bypassing God's Word.

     4.  He was concerned only with the present, not with the future, let alone eternity.
NOTE:  These three - the Pharisee, Sadducee and Herodian - alias the modern ritual​ist, liberal and secularist - are the 3 great enemies of God and His Word. With the ritualist the battle-center is the ordinances: Baptism and the Lord's Table. Are they ordinances or sacraments? With the liberal it is the Bible - is it God's Word or man's?  With the secularist it is anything sacred - is it holy or profane?
These three were natural enemies, but banded together against Jesus (Mk. 3:6; Mt. 16:1; Mt. 22:15, 16, 23).  They do the same today!

F.  The Sanhedrin:


     1.  The Sanhedrin was the supreme civil and religious tribunal of the Jewish nation.

     2.  The Hebrew word is "sunedrion" and is often translated "council" (Cf. Mt. 26:59; Mk. 14:55, etc.)

     3.  Beside the central or metropolitan Sanhedrin, there were smaller, local Sanhedria or "councils” (Mt. 5:22).

     4.  The "Great Sanhedrin" was the "supreme court" of Israel and con​sisted of 71 members:

          a.  The High Priest

          b.  24 "chief priests" (representing the priesthood)

          c.  24 "elders"  (representing the people)

          d.  22 "scribes" or "lawyers"

     5.  Whenever "chief priests, elders and scribes" are mentioned together (as in Mt. 16:21, etc.) it refers to this 
 
          body.


     6.  23 members constituted a quorum.

     7.  The Sanhedrin violated its own rules and code of conduct in re​lation to the trial of Christ.
NOTE:  Other groups at the time of Christ included the Essenes; Monastic, Ascetic & the Zealots, patriotic fanatics who became common criminals.
III. SPIRITUAL CONSIDERATIONS:
NOTE:  Reading the Old Testament alone you would realize that it is a book of un​fulfilled expectations. The New Testament begins with the oft repeated phrase, "That it might be fulfilled".

A.  The Old Testament is a Book of Unexplained Ceremonies:


     1.  The sacrifices, rituals, ceremonies point to something beyond themselves.

     2.  But Malachi ends without introducing us to their fulfillment.

B.  The Old Testament is a Book of Unachieved Purposes:


     1.  The history of the nation points to a climax which is never realized.

     2.  The promised kingdom never materializes.

C. The Old Testament is a Book of Unfulfilled Prophecies:

     1.  The Old Testament points to a "seed" who will come way back in Genesis - but he doesn't arrive.

     2.  The Old Testament speaks of a king who will govern the nation and the world in righteousness, but he doesn't 
          show up!
D.  The Old Testament is a Book of Unappeased Longness:

     1. The Old Testament presents problems without solutions.

     2.  The Old Testament offers hope without fulfillment.

     3.  The Old Testament prepares you for Messiah's arrival, but leaves you unsatisfied, for he doesn't come!
CONCL:  The dominant idea of the New Testament is fulfillment!  The sacrifices point to the Lamb of God.  The nation will be governed by the King of Kings.  The promised seed arrives!  The Savior pays our sin-debt and rises victoriously from the tomb. The sin question is settled.  Heaven is secured.
"God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son..." Heb. 1:1, 2

"Praise we the God of light

   whose revelation pure 

ends superstition's deadly night

   by truth divine and sure; 

whose self-revealing grace,

   through patriarchs begun, 

now shines in fulness from the face

   of His incarnate Son."
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW
Book Number:  40
Author:  Matthew ("Gift of God")
Chapters:  28 




Verses:  1,071          



Words:  23,684 












only Acts & Luke 












are longer inN.T.
Key Word(s):  "The King", "The Kingdom of Heaven", "That It Might Be Fulfilled"
Key Verse(s):  Mt. 27:37; 2:2; 3:1, 2; 5:1, 2; 13:24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47; 1:22; 2:15, 17 (60+ O.T. References)
Key Subject(s):  The King and His Kingdom
Key Personalities:  Jesus, John the Baptist and the 12 Apostles
People Addressed:  The Jews
Problems Addressed: Christ's presentation of Himself to the Jews and their rejec​tion.  Mt. 4:17 (cf. Mt. 25:31-34)
Outline of the Book:
"Jesus - The King of the Jews"
     I. Person of the King: "Prepare ye the way of the Lord" (3:3) (1:1-3:12)
    II. Preparation of the King: "Thus it becometh me" (3:15) (3:13-4:16)
   III. Propaganda of the King: "Jesus began to teach" (4:17) (4:17-9:35)
   IV. Propagation of the King: "Jesus sent them forth" (10:5) (9:36-16:20)
    V. Passion of the King: "Jesus…Suffer…Killed…Raised" (16:21)(16:21-27:22) 
   VI. Power of the King: "All power" (28:18) (28:1-20)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the King of the Jews
Applications & Comments:

- Matthew is the gospel of the King and His coming kingdom.
- Matthew is the gospel of sermons: Preaching of John the Baptist; Christ's Sermon on the Mount; Christ's Parables; His Olivet Discourse and The Great Commission.
- Matthew is the Gospel of the Church in Prospect and is the only Gospel which mentions the church.
- Matthew is the Gospel of Transition lifting us from the Old Testament and God's dealing with them to the New Testament and His work with "whosoever will".  The transition seems to come at what many call "THE GREAT DIVIDE" between 
Mt. 11:19 and 11:20.
- Matthew is the 1st of the 4 gospel ("good news") account of the birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension and promise of return of the King of the Jews.
- The gospels are the only part of the Bible where there are 4 books about the same person.
NOTE:  Cf. chart/the surface differences of the 4 gospels are indications of independent authorship and genuineness.  There are variations, but no con​tradictions.  The lion-like likeness speaks of Him as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah and King.  The 
ox-like likeness speaks of His lowly service.  The man-like likeness speaks of His perfect humanity with intellect, emotion, will, etc.  The eagle-like likeness speaks of His transcendent, solitary and mysterious nature as deity.
- Matthew is unique in many ways:

- There are more than 60 Old Testament references in the Book.

- Some 70 words are unique to this gospel.

- The numbers 7, 10, and 12 (with their multiples) repeatedly appear.

- Its author was a hated publican, converted and writing to his people.

- Reminds us of Genesis with the phrase "The Book of the Generation of..."

- As the Old Testament with man made in the image of God, the New Testament begins with God made in the image 
of man.

- In the Old Testament sheep died for the shepherds (Ex. 12:1-13); now the shepherd dies for the sheep.

- His first mention begins the series of statements "that it might be ful​filled". cf. Mt. 1:22 connecting Christ with 
messianic prophecies.

- Matthew alone uses the term "The Kingdom of Heaven" 33 times!

- Matthew clarifies the issue of "The Kingdom of Heaven" and shows it to be an earthly, literal, visible kingdom where 
heaven's rule descends to earth via the King of Kings.  "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven".  Mt. 6:10
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK

Book Number:  41 
Author:  Mark
NOTE:  Full name was John (Hebrew) Mark (Roman), son of Mary of Jerusalem where the disciples met in the early church (Acts 12:12).  Mark was a nephew of Barnabas (Col. 4:10).  Early in Paul's ministry he was considered a "quitter" by Paul, but later became a blessing and comfort to him.  Mark was not an apostle.  There are 2 non-verifiable traditions concerning Mark.  First, that he was called "Mark with his finger mutilated".  He supposedly cut of his finger at his conversion because he was a Levite and wanted to disqualify himself from temple service.  (Extremely unlikely since the Bible condemns self-mutilation.  Sounds Roman Catholic, not Biblical.)  Second, that he is the person preferred to in 14:51, 52 and that this is his "modest signature" to the book bearing his name.
Chapters:  16 




Verses:  678                  



 Words:  15,171
Key Word(s):  "Immediately", "straightaway" and "Servant"
Key Verse(s);: 1:10, 12 and 10:45
Key Subject(s):  The Servant of Jehovah & His Service.
Key Personalities:  Jesus and the people to whom he ministers.
People Addressed:  Romans
Problems Addressed:  How to present Christ both as Servant and Sovereign.
NOTE:  There is an absence of Old Testament quotes; words Romans would not know are translated (3:17; 5:41); the temple is located (13:3), etc.
Outline of the Book:
"Jesus, The Servant & Sovereign"
     I. The Servant's Separation:  1:1-13
    II. The Servant's Service:  1:14 - 3:26
   III. The Servant's Sacrifice:  8:27 - 15-47
   IV. The Servant's Sovereignty:” 16:1-20
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Servant.
Applications & Comments:
- Because Mark is the Gospel of Jesus the Servant there is no genealogy given (a servant doesn't hold his position by ancestry, but by qualifications).
- Mark is characterized by activity.  He wants us to see Jesus at work.  It is as though he is saying "Look, what Jesus did proves who He was".  What he wrought authenticates what he taught.  The mighty works verify the startling words.
- Mark relates in chapter one what Matthew takes 8 chapters to reach.
- The focus is not on discourses and sermons as in Matthew, but in deeds and activity.
- Mark is the cameraman taking quick snapshots of the activity of Jesus in characteristic poses:  Healing here, preaching there, casting out demons over here, feeding 5000 here, etc.
- Before we read one chapter He is moving, preaching, casting out demons and healing, and this hectic pace continues throughout the book.

- Unbroken service is depicted. Every chapter except 4 begins with "and..." 
- The Roman mind was interested in power and Mark quickly introduces the source of Christ's power in Chapter 1 as the Holy Spirit, and immediately moves into Christ's miracle-working ministry.
- The Greek adverb "Euthus" is used 42 times in the book (more than all the rest of the New Testament put together) and is translated "straightaway", "immediately", and "forthwith".
- As a servant Jesus centered his interest in people, not in the temple, sacri​fices, Sabbath customs or traditions. To help someone in need He was willing to break Sabbath restrictions, disregard rules relating to ceremonial cleans​ing or put aside tradition.
- There is a delicate balance between the Servanthood of Christ and his Lordship in Mark.
- Mark has a gift of saying much with the least number of words (cf. 1:13).  The dispute over the last 12 verses of Mark 16 is more dangerous textual meddling.  It was quoted by the "church fathers" in the 2nd and 3rd century and was never disputed till four centuries after it was written.  "The overwhelming mass of MSS versions and fathers are in favor of the verses" -

Angus' Bible Handbook
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE
Book Number:  42 
Author: Luke
NOTE:  Luke is the only gentile author in the Bible.  (In listing his Jewish com​panions "...of the circumcision" Paul excluded Luke.  Cf. Col. 4:11-14.  Also note Acts 1:19 "...called in their proper tongue" - if Jewish he would have said "our tongue.")
Chapters:  24 




Verses:  1,151                



Words: 25,944
NOTE:  Luke also wrote the book of Acts. These 2 books are longer than all of Paul's writings together.
Key Words:  "Son of Man", "Save"
Key Verse:  19:10
Key Subject(s):  To present Jesus as the compassionate man and universal Savior.
Key Personalities:  Jesus, John the Baptist, and the people Jesus ministered to.
People Addressed:  Greeks (mankind)
Problems Addressed:  To present an accurate, complete account of the person and work of Christ.  (1:1-4)
Outline of the Book:
"Jesus - the Son of Man"
     I. Annunciation and advent of the Son of Man:  (1:1-4:13)
    II. Announcements and activities of the Son of Man:  (4:14-19:27)
   III. Atonement and ascension of the Son of Man:  (19:28-24:53)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Son of Man
Applications & Comments:
- Luke, the author of this gospel, is known as Paul's "fellow worker" (Rom. 24) and the "beloved physician” (Col. 4:14).
- Luke wrote to Greeks (gentiles) so his genealogy goes past Abraham to Adam, father of Jews and Gentiles. The Greeks had sought for "the ideal man" - Luke presents Christ as the one they needed.
- Luke's 4-fold purpose for writing his gospel:

1. To stop the spread of spurious gospels and false accounts of the life of Christ.

2. To set forth an orderly presentation of the person and work of Christ.

3. To present the universal scope of the gospel.

4. To present Christ as the perfect man.

    "Made like unto his brethren" - Heb. 2:17

    "Tempted like as we are" - Heb. 4:15

    "Touched with the feeling of our infirmities" - Heb. 4:15
- Luke wrote specifically to one "Theophilus".  He may have been one of Luke's converts. The term "most excellent" suggests he was a Roman official of high rank.
- Luke's introduction to his gospel is instructive:  Lk. 1:1-4

v. 1 - Many "gospels" or "lives of Christ" were extant. 

v. 2 - Luke's sources included living eyewitnesses and gospel preachers.


v. 3 - His "perfect understanding" came from divine revelation and was corroborated by others.

v. 4 - Suggests that Theophilus was already a believer but needed assurance. 
- Luke's emphasis in his gospel is 6-fold:

1. Women are prominent - the birth and infancy accounts are told from the women's viewpoint:  Mary, Elizabeth, 
Anna.  Only Luke tells of the women who helped Jesus and his disciples.  (Lk. 8:1-3) He tells of the widow of man 
(7:11 & 12); the sinful woman (7:23-27); Mary and Martha (10:38-42); etc.

2. The poor are prominent - Luke includes the stories the other gospels give but adds important teaching we find no-
where else; e.g., The Rich Man & Lazarus, etc.

3. The outcasts are prominent - the tax collectors, sinners, Samaritans, the Prodigal and others the religious leaders 
looked down upon, Jesus befriended.  He never lowered his own moral standards, but he was their friend and they 
knew it.

4. Prayer is prominent - Jesus' prayer life is detailed and it reveals his human dependence on the Lord.

5. The Holy Spirit is prominent - Luke opens with the Spirit overshadowing Mary, shows Christ's life and ministry was 
dependent on His power and closes with Christ's promise of enduement with the Holy Spirit for the church.

6. Joy is prominent - from the angel's song of joy and praise at Christ's birth to the disciples "in the temple of God" 
(24:53) at the close of the book, there are many references to joy and praise throughout.
- Luke's emphasis is on the person of Christ more than on his work in Mark and his words in Matthew.
- Luke's gospel is historical (people and places) and doctrinal.
- There are 10 parables and 6 miracles exclusive to Luke and at least 60 events and discourses not found elsewhere.
- The cumulative effect of Luke's gospel is to help one see Jesus as an actual figure of history, closely identified with mankind, not just the subject of an abstract essay.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN

Book Number:  43 
Author:  John
NOTE:  John's father's name was Zebedee and his mother Salome (cf. Mt. 27:56; Mk. 15:40; Jn. 19:25), who was apparently a sister of Mary the Mother of Jesus.  If so, John was a cousin of Jesus and may have known him from childhood.  John was a commercial fisherman of Capernaum with a house in Jerusalem (Jn. 19: 27) and was an acquaintance of the high priest 
(Jn. 18: 15, 16).  (His name is mentioned twice as often as the other 3 gospel writers combined.)
Chapters:  21 




Verses:  878                  



 Words:  19,099
Key Word(s):  "Believe" (98 x's), "Life" (58 x's), "Witness" (50 x's), "Light" (23 x's), "Love" (18 x's)
Key Verse(s):  20:31; 3:16; 1:6, 7
Key Subject(s):  Jesus as the Incarnate Son of God.
Key Personalities:  Jesus, John the Baptist and the people Jesus touched.
People Addressed:  The church and "whosoever will" (I Cor. 10:32)
Problems Addressed:  To present Jesus as the God-man
Outline of the Book:
"Jesus - The Son of God"
     I. Presentation of the Son of God:  (1:1-18)
    II. Public Ministry of the Son of God:  (1:19-12:50)
   III. Private Ministry of the Son of God:  (13:1-17:26)
   IV. Passion Ministry of the Son of God:  (18:1-20:31)
    V. Postscript & Final appeal of the Son of God:  (21:1-25)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Son of God.
Application & Comments:

- The 4th gospel is unique in many ways:

Matthew - the promised One is here:  See His credentials 

Mark - This is how He worked:  See His power


Luke - This is what He was like:  See His nature 

John - This is who He really was:  See His Godhead
- There is no genealogy, no birth, no boyhood, no growth, no baptism, no temptation and no Gethsemane.  Everything is directed to prove Jesus was God.
- In John's gospel there are no scribes, no lepers, no publicans, and no demon: There are no parables and only 8 miracles  
Cf. 20:30
- The book emphasizes the sacred numbers (cf. 3 and 7).
- The most famous of all Bible verses is John 3:16 and the initial letters of key words in the verse spell "gospel" (God - only begotten son - perish - eternal and life).
- It is interesting that in the gospel which underscores Christ's deity his human name "Jesus" occurs more often than in the other 3 (Matt. 170 x's, Mark 99 x's, Luke 100 x's and John 276 x's!).
- In this gospel human relationships are developed, especially with Jesus and the author, "the disciple whom Jesus loved".  It was John who leans on Jesus' bosom at the Last Supper, who stands alone with Him on Calvary, who is assigned by Jesus the care of His mother, was the first to believe in the resurrection at the tomb and the first to recognize the Lord after the resurrection on Galilee's shore.
- The way in which John will develop his book is given us in the prologue in Chapter 1.  It shows us how Christ will be presented in the book by the 8-fold titles given Him there.
- Also in this opening chapter John assembles all the main aspects he will develop in the remaining chapters:

"The Word" (v. 1, 14); the "Life" (v. 3, 4); the "Light" (v. 5, 9); "The Son" (v. 14, 18); "Darkness" (v. 5); "Witness" 
(v. 7, 8, 15); "Believe" (v. 7); "Sons of God" (v. 12); "Born of God" (v. 13); "Fulness" (v. 14, 16).
- Jesus did not merely come to preach the gospel - He is the Gospel; He did not just come to give bread, He said "I am the Bread"; He did not come to shed light, He said "I am the light"; He did not come to show us the door, He said
"I am the door"; He did not come to name a shepherd, He said "I am the good shepherd"; He did not just come to point the way, "He said I am the way"; He did not come to plant a vine, He said "I am the vine!"
· John's gospel doesn't simply give names, places, dates, people, etc., it presses for a decision. "But these  are written, that ye might believe…and that believing ye might have life through His name." 20:31
[image: image10.jpg]AN ALPHABETIZED LIFE OF JESUS

ANGELS ............... Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:5-38 ........ (Nazareth & Jerusalem)
BIRTH ................. Matt. 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20 ......... (Bethlehem)
CARPENTER............ Matt. 2:19-23; Luke 2:39-52 ....... “‘(Nazareth)
DOVE................e Matt. 3:11-17; Luke 3:15-23 ....... (Jordan River)

ENEMY cicaswnnsanssans Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13 ......... (wilderness, south Judea)
FOLLOWERS ........... John1:19-51 . ................. (Perea and Galilee)
GUEST..... e s e John2:1-11 ... .ovivennnnns .. (Cana) .
HOUSECLEANING....... John2:13-22 . .....cvvviviennnn,s (Jerusalem)
INTERVIEW........ e John3:1-21 ... .veeiiiienn.. (Jerusalem)
JACOB'SWELL ......... Johnd:5-42 ., . ................. (Sychar, Samaria)
KIN........oiea Luke4:16-31 ... .ovviinnnnnnenns (Nazareth)

LOCATION ............. Matt. 4:13-22. . ... iiiiiiaens - (Capernaum)
MESSAGE.............. Matt.5—7 ...t (Capernaum area)
NATURE ............... Luke7:1-35 .. iiiie i iivneeenn (Capernaum area, Galilee)
OPPOSITION ........... Matt. 12:22-50....... eereeeaes (Capernaum)

PARABLES ...... e Matt. 13:1-53; Mark 4:1-34 ........ (Capernaum area)
QUESTION ............. Matt. 16:13-28; Luke 9:22-36 ...... (Caesarea Philippi)
REVELATION ........... Matt, 17:1513 . .. is ssnsvsasnmnns (Iturea, probably Mt. Hermon)
STONING .............. John10:22-39 . .......cccvnvnnnn (Jerusalem)

TOMB svisssasnunonssss Johnt11:1-84 . ..........cvvnnn. (Bethany near Jerusalem)
UPSET ....cciviiieenen Matt.21—23......cvvvvevnnnnn. (Jerusalem)

VISION. ...covvvvivnnnnn Matt.24—25.........ccciviinas (Jerusalem, Mt. Olivet)
WASHING.............. JOhN13 .. iiivriiiiiinnnnnnn. (Jerusalem, Upper Room)
XECUTION ............. Matt. 26:30—27:56.............. (Jerusalem)

YES! .......... P Matt. 28; Luke24:149 ........... (Jerusalem, Judea, Galilee)
ZION .............c...t Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-12........ (Jerusalem, Mt. Olivet)

(For complete references to Christ’s life in chronological order, consult a harmony of the Gospels.)

How Well Do You Know the Life of Christ?
BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM

Shsen SIS 516 Ix CARPENTER IN NAZARETH
alphabetical and
chronological order. ENEMY’S 3 TEMPTATIONS
GGUEST AT WEDDING
HoUSECLEANING THE TEMPLE
(FIRST TIME)

INTERVIEW WITH NICODEMUS
MESSAGE ON MOUNT

PARABLES OF KINGDOM
TomB OF LAZARUS
WASHING DISCIPLES’ FEET





THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Book Number:  44 
Author:  Luke
NOTE:  Some have suggested that a better name for Acts be "The Acts of the Ascended Lord" or "The Acts of the Holy Spirit", but closely examined the accepted name fits since the book is really focused on the ministries of 2 apostles: Peter to the Jews (1-12) and Paul to the Gentiles (13-28).
     


I. Peter (1-12)




II. Paul (13-28)


        - Jerusalem the center 


         - Antioch the center


        - Outward to Samaria 


         - Outward to Rome


        - Homeland Jews reject 


         - Dispersed Jews reject


        - Peter imprisoned 



         - Paul imprisoned


        - Judgment on Herod 


         - Judgment on Jews
Chapters:  28




Verses:  1,007                 



Words:  24,250
Key Word(s): "Witnesses", "Gentiles", "Churches"
Key Verse(s):  1:8; 15:14; 16:5
Key Subject(s):  General rejection of Gospel by Jews and acceptance by Gentiles; Establishment of the Church.
Key Personalities:  Peter & John, Paul & Barnabas, the Holy Spirit!
NOTE:  Acts is a book of personalities. The Holy Spirit is mentioned over 70 times - more than in any other book of the Bible. There are over 75 people whose names appear in Acts.  (It is also a book of places with over 50 specific places mentioned.)
People Addressed:  Jews & Gentiles (Mankind)
Problems Addressed;:  To present the bridge from Judaism to Christianity, from the termination of one age to the generation of another.
Outline of the Book:
"The Origin & Ongoing of the Church"
     I. Origin - Jerusalem (1-8)
    II. Transition - Samaria & Judea (9-11)
   III. Expansion - Uttermost part (12-28)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Founder & Builder of the Church.
Applications & Comments:

- There is a 3-fold development of the book of Acts:

1. Geographical:  (See outline & Key verse:  1:8 above)

2. Numerical:  120 to 3,000 to 5,000 to 8,000 to multitudes.

3. Personal:  Peter & John, Stephen, Philip, Paul and Barnabas
- The 3-fold purpose of the book of Acts is:
1. To show God's final strivings with the nation of Israel.

2. To show the origin and ongoing of the Church.

3. To bridge the gap between the Gospels and the Epistles.

    a. How did "ignorant and unlearned men" become world figures?

    b. How did a movement among Jews become the religion of Gentiles?


    c. How did a few obscure Galileans and Judeans have such an impact upon the world as to create an entirely new 
 
       culture shaping Western Civilization?

    d. How did the churches of the Epistles come into being?
- The Acts is the greatest transitional and dispensationally important New Testament Book.
- The Acts is a "Bridge-Book":



Gospels


Acts


Epistles


Christ:       
On earth     

In heaven     

"In You" 

Church:      
 Expected   

Established   

 Expounded 

Apostles:      
Chosen      

Sent out      

Writing
- The Acts covers approximately 33 years from the miracle of Pentecost to the martyrdom of Paul.
- The Acts is a Book of Firsts:  The First Church (1), First Deacons (6), First Martyrs (James & Stephen: 8 & 12), First Missionaries (13) and believers are First Called Christians during Acts (11).
- The Acts lists 3 significant conversions:  

1. The Eunuch, a descendent of Haiti 

2. Saul, a descendent of Shem and 

3. Cornelius, a descendent of Japheth.
- The Acts' principal characters have striking parallels:




Peter 




Paul 




     1st Sermon (2)          


         1st Sermon 



     Lame Man Healed (3)     

         Lame Man Healed (14) 



     Simon the Sorcerer (8)  

         Elymas the Sorcerer (13) 

 

     Influence of Shadow (5)  

         Influence of Handkerchief (14) 



     Laying on of Hands (8)  

         Laying on of Hands (19)



     Peter Worshipped (10)   

         Paul Worshipped (14) 



     Tabitha Raised (9)      


         Eutychus Raised (20) 

  
  
     Peter Imprisoned (12)   

         Paul Imprisoned (28)
- Acts is the churches textbook on missions.
[image: image11.emf]


FROM HISTORY TO DOCTRINE

(AN INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLES)
- Between 45 - 100 A.D. the most priceless literature in history was written.  Twenty-two letters were penned which constitute the doctrinal legacy of the church, known as the New Testament Epistles.
- James, Jude, John, Peter and Paul were chosen by God to complete this marvelous manuscript, the Bible, which had begun nearly 15 centuries before. From Moses in the Moabite desert to John on the Isle of Patmos comes the completion of God's revelation to man.
- The Bible is a Christ-centered book.
The Old Testament is the preparation for his life.
The Gospels are a manifestation of his life.
The Acts are the propagation of his life.
The Epistles are the culmination of his life via the church.
- Most of the Epistles are addressed to local churches, some to Pastors of local churches and (I & II Tim. and Titus) some to individual members in local churches (Philemon and II & III Jn.).
- There are 2 great subjects:

Doctrine: What a Christian is to believe. 

Practice:  The application of those beliefs.
- There are 2 main groups of Epistles:

Pauline Epistles (written to churches or individuals) 

Catholic or General Epistles (written to believers in general)
PAULINE EPISTLES:

Earliest Epistles






Prison Epistles

I Thes., II Thes. (Eschatology)




Ephesians   Colossians (Christology)









Philippians   Philemon (Christology)

Corrective/Instr. Epistles





Pastoral Epistles

Romans 







I & II Tim. (Ecclesiology)

I & II Cor. (Sotierology) 





Titus (Ecclesiology)

Galatians 






 

General Epistles 

James 







Hebrews

I & II Peter (Named from writers)




Revelation 

I, II, III John (Named from writers)

Jude
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE ROMANS
Book Number:  45 
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  16 




Verses:  433                   



Words:  9,447

Key Word(s):  "Righteousness", "Justification", "Sanctification", "Redemption" 
Key Verse(s):  1:16, 17; 4:25; 15:16; 3:24 
Key Subject(s): The righteousness of God 
Key Personalities:  The person of God 
People Addressed:  The church at Rome (mankind)
Problems Addressed:  
1. How can a man be just before God?  (Philosophy of Salvation) 1-8
2. What is Israel's significance in history?  (Philosophy of history) 9-11
3. What are the evidences of Christian Character? (Philosophy of conduct) 12-15
Outline of the Book:
"Romans - God's Song of Redemption"
       Intro:  (1:1-17)
    I. Sin:  The need for redemption (1:18-3:20)
   II. Justification:  The provision for redemption (3:21-5:21)
  III. Sanctification:  The effect of redemption (6:1-8:39)
  IV. Jew & Gentile:  The scope of redemption (9:1-11:36)
      Concl. and Greetings:  (15:14-16:27)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as our Righteousness.
Applications & Comments:

- The great apostle Paul was born in Tarsus, educated in Jerusalem, converted near Damascus, became a leader and missionary in Antioch and traveled throughout the Roman empire planting churches.  As a free-born Roman citizen and a dedicated man of God he stated, "I must also see Rome". There was already a church planted there, possibly by the "strangers of Rome, Jews and Proselytes" who were saved on the Day of Pentecost.
- Paul precedes his visit to Rome with this Epistle. He thus established the soundness of his doctrine and introduces his ministry.
- The Epistle to the Romans is more formal than any of his other epistles and could be described as a treatise.
- In this Epistle Paul opens with an indictment of both Jew and Gentile for their sin:  

The Jew who has had the light of revelation:  ch. 2

The Gentile who has had the light of creation: ch. 1
- Paul's conclusion is that "all have sinned" and "there is none righteous". (ch. 3)
- Paul then develops the great doctrines of salvation and the great theme of the book, the righteousness of God.
- Paul pleads for men to exercise the only faculty capable of apprehending the unseen - faith.
- Romans is a doctrinal book not devoted to correcting errors, but to teaching truth.

- Eschatology is notably lacking in Romans - it is not a prophetical book. 
- Romans is the mainstay of Christian theology. Its technical terms (election, foreknowledge, justification, sanctification, imputation, adoption, glorifica​tion, et.al. are used today to impart theological truth.
- Paul also deals with Israel's unbelief and subsequent forfeiture of national preference and prominence and the Gentiles acceptance of Christ and God's special dealings with them via the church.
- Paul points out that God's choice of the Gentiles is in keeping with his original procedure of choosing Jacob rather than 
Esau - sovereignty! 
- Romans shows that conduct is based on creed; triumph on truth. 
- The position of Romans in the canon is not chronological, but logical. The basic subject of redemption is foundational to the rest of the Epistles. Romans begins where man is by nature, showing him lost and undone. Then it leads logically through a discussion of condemnation, justification and sanctification.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

Book Number:  46
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  16




Verses:  437



Words:  9,489
Key Word(s):  "Lord", "Wisdom", "Glory"
Key Verse (s):  1:2; 2:7, 8; 10:31
Key Subject(s):  Division, Disputes, Disorders & Doctrine.
Key Personalities:  The Lord, Paul
People Addressed:  Gentile Christians at Corinth
Problems Addressed:  To rebuke faults, answer questions and instruct in doctrine.
Outline of the Book:
"A Church Split"
I. Divisions in the Church: (1-4)

A.  The fact of divisions:  1:1-17

B.  The evil of divisions:  1:18-4:5

C.  The cause of divisions:  4:6-4:21 
II. Disorders in the Church; (5-6)

A.  Re: Discipline:  5

B.  Re: Lawsuits:  6:1-11

C.  Re: Impurity:  6:12-20 
III. Difficulties in the Church;  (7-14)

A.  Marriage:  7

B.  Meats:  8:1-11:1

C.  Order:  11:2-34 (women & Lord's Supper)

D.  Gifts:  12-14 
IV. Doctrine in the Church: (15, 16)

A.  Resurrection:  15

B.  Offerings:  16
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the First Fruits of the Resurrection.
Applications & Comments:

- Paul founded the church at Corinth on his 2nd missionary trip.
- Apollos apparently became its Pastor.
- The church fragmented and split over personalities:  "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ."  1:12
- Paul received word of these divisions from "the house of Chloe".  1:11
- The letter was written to "The Church of God which is at Corinth", but there may have been several congregations.  "…with all that in every place..."  1:2
- Paul writes with the central concept of showing the believers at Corinth how to apply Christ's redemption to everyday situations.
NOTE:  p. 109, Vol. 6, Baxter's "Explore The Book"
"Amongst the great provincial cities of the Empire, Corinth was the most central, and was affected by all the various currents of the age. Standing on Grecian soil, it was a Roman colony, refounded by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C., the seat of Roman government and of Greek commerce.  For profligacy the city had an infamous notoriety. Here vice was raised into a religion;

and the 'idolaters' of Corinth are fitly set between 'fornicators' and 'adulterers' (vi. 9). From the filthiest slough of sin Paul's converts at Corinth were extracted (vi. 9-11). Not even at Antioch had he seen the condition of the Gentile world - its pride and power, its fancied wisdom, its utter depravity - displayed so vividly." We can well imagine how staggered and sickened Paul must have been by this huge quagmire of refined voluptuousness and gross sensualism; the filthy rituals of idolatry and the soul-debasing "religions" which made animal indulgence meritorious; the swaggering pride of (supposed) Greek "wisdom" and the utter corruption of it all.  In all the Bible there is not a more awful description of human sin and degradation than the first chapter of Paul's epistle to the Romans - and it was written from Corinth!
- In Romans we have doctrine emphasized; in Corinthians it is reproof and correction in Galatians corresponding with 
II Tim. 3:16. Reproof deals with wrong practice; correction with wrong doctrine.
- Reproof makes up the first 6 chapters of I Cor.; chs. 7-16 deals with replies concerning problems (marriage and celibacy; meats offered to idols; women's role in the church; order at the Lord's Table; spiritual gifts; resurrection; offerings.
- The 1st six chapters deal with practical matters concerning divisions over personalities; revelation vs. human wisdom; immorality and church discipline; settling church disputes in pagan courts.
- Tucked in with these practical subjects are more lofty themes such as super​natural revelation and illumination, the judgment seat of Christ, the sanctity of the believer's body, financial support for preachers, the Lord's supper, the doctrine of the resurrection, etc.
THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS
Book Number:  47 
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  13 




Verses:  257                



 Words:  6,092 
Key Word(s):  "Ministry", "Separate" 
Key Verse(s):  6:3, 4 and 6:24-17
Key Subject(s):  Vindication of Paul's apostleship (ministry) 
Key Personalities:  Paul the Apostle 
People Addressed:  The Church at Corinth
Problems Addressed:  His apostleship was being discredited and his person (motive and conduct) misrepresented.
Outline of the Book:
"Answering The Critics"
     I. Paul's Account of His Ministry:  (1-5) Explanation
    II. Paul's Appeal to His Converts:  (6-9) Exhortation
   III. Paul's Answer to His Critics:  (10-13) Vindication
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as our Sufficiency (3:5, 6)
Applications & Comments:

- II Cor. differs from I. Cor. in dealing with personal matters rather than doctrinal subjects.  (However, there is much doctrine here.)
- II Cor. has been called Paul's autobiography and in it he bares his heart and life to prove himself the true minister of God.
- In so doing Paul declares:

The authority of a minister:  The Word and will of God

The message of a minister:  Christ and His Word

The resources of a minister:  Comfort of the Spirit and prayers of the saint

The aim of a minister:  To perfect the saints to the work of the ministry
- Paul also states the church's responsibility; obedience to the preached Word, separation from the world, conformity to God's will.
- Baxter says this letter "was written with a quill dipped in tears".
- Disappointment, apprehensiveness and physical illness swooped down on Paul to make this perhaps the darkest hour in his life and ministry:  "Corinth appears to be in full revolt against him. Galatia was falling away to another gospel.  He had narrowly escaped the enraged populace of Ephesus". - G. G. Findley 
He seemed to be at the point of death. (cf. 1:8, 9; 4:10, 16)
- From his enemies in Corinth he was charged with:

1. Walking according to the flesh:  10:2

2. Cowardice:  10:10, 11

3. Demeaning himself by working:  11:7

4. Not an original apostle and unqualified to teach:  11:5; 12:11, 12

5. Boastful and crooked:  10:15; 8:20-23
- Paul defended himself and his ministry and wrote to:
1. To explain why he had been unable to visit them.  1:15-24; 2:2-3

2. To praise the majority for being obedient to his 1st letter:  7:15, 16


3. To urge the restoration of the repentant sinner: 2:6-9

4. To warn a few as yet unrepentant:  12:21, 13:2

5. To warn them against false teachers:  11:3, 4, 13

5. To vindicate his apostleship:  11 & 12 ("Boasting" 29 x's)

6. To urge them to pay their promised contribution to the poor saints at Jerusalem.  8:9, 10 
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE GALATIANS
Book Number:  48 
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  6 




Verses:  149                  



 Words:  3,098 
Key Word(s):  "Liberty" (11 x's)  "Faith" (21 x's)
Key Verse(s):  5:1; 2:16; 3:2
Key Subject(s):  Liberty in Christ vs. the Bondage of Law. 
Key Personalities:  Paul the Apostle (The Legalizers) 
People Addressed:  "The Churches of Galatia"
Problems Addressed:  Paul's Apostleship and message questioned and addition of works to the Gospel of Grace.
Outline of the Book:
"Paul's Emancipation Proclamation"
    I.  Personal: (1, 2) (Defense of Apostleship and message) 
   II.  Doctrinal: (3, 4) (Defense of Justification by faith) 
   III.  Practical: (5, 6)  (Defense of Liberty vs. accusation of license)
Christological Typology: Christ seen as our Freedom
Applications & Comments:

- Someone has said that a new convert should:

 
Read Romans to be grounded in doctrine

Read Corinthians to be guided in practice, 


Read Galatians to be guarded against error
- Paul's work in Galatia had been extremely successful.  Multitudes, mostly gentiles, had enthusiastically accepted the gospel Paul preached.  After he left a group of Judaizers who came from Jerusalem teaching that gentiles had to be under the Law of Moses.  The fickle and foolish Galatians received their message as readily as Paul’s and an epidemic of circumcision erupted.
- These Judaizers had also attacked Paul's apostleship, since he was not one of the original "twelve".
- It has been said that Judaism was the cradle of Christianity and very nearly became its grave. But God raised up Paul as the Moses of the church to deliver believers from bondage.
- Since the very foundations of the church (grace & faith) were being attacked, Paul fired off this angry letter which contains no word of commendation, praise or thanksgiving, nor even a request for prayer.
- This is Paul's fighting epistle - "he has on his war paint!"
- Galatians is the "emancipation proclamation" of Paul - he declares Christians free from the slavery of the Law.  Paul nails the banner of liberty to the gospel.  Galatians becomes the Magna Carta of the Church, proclaiming freedom for all believers.
NOTE:  This was Martin Luther's favorite epistle and was the masthead of the Protestant Reformation.
G. Campbell Morgan said, "This letter is vibrant with the hot anger of a man who saw the whole church in peril by this wicked idea that something (circumcision and the law) as necessary to salvation...the Galatian letter is Paul's high explosive...he was angry, really angry. He was satirical when he wrote it. Some of the satire in Galatians is very biting and acid and searching".
J. Sidlow Baxter said, "Let no one think that the issue raised in this epistle is one which belongs to a bygone day merely.  It is as up to date as when it set Paul's pen in motion. The struggle between the true gospel and its legalistic mutilators is a perpetual crisis. The outer circumstances may vary, but it is always the same vital truths which are at stake.
"Look at the Galatianism of the Roman Catholic Church; see how that harlot of the 7 hills mixes masses and crucifixes and confessionals and penances and ordinances and Mary worship and saint worship and all sorts or merit works with the true gospel..."
"Look at the recrudescence of ritualism in the Church of England; see how that church's cassocked clerics and mitered bishops turn the Lord's Table into a priest's altar again!"
"But it is not only in Romanism and ritualism that we see modern Galatian​ism.  It comes to us with the bland smile of so-called 'modernism'...with their glorification of human scholarship and their 'gospel' of salvation by good character."
Check every and any cult, sect or ism in Christendom and their error is the same - add works to grace!
- Galatians is a book of contrasts:

Grace vs. Law


Faith vs. Works


The Spirit vs. The Flesh


Circumcision vs. New Creation


The Cross vs. The World


Freedom vs. Bondage


The Natural (Ishmael) vs. The Spiritual (Isaac)


Christ vs. Moses, etc.
- There are quotations and allusions to 10 Old Testament Books in Galatians as Paul sets forth his arguments against those who would place Christians back under Old Testament Law.
- Paul's thesis is that not only is a sinner saved by grace through faith, but the saved sinner lives by grace. Grace is a way to life and a way of life!
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[ FRUIT-BEARING
d “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering . . " (5:22, 23).

“Bear ye one another's burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ”" (e:2).

SEED-BEARING
“Whatsoever a man soweth” (s:7).
“Let us nol be weary in well doing,





THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE EPHESIANS
Book Number:  49
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  6




Verses:  155




Words:  3,039
Key Word(s):  "In" (90 x's) , "Grace" (13 x's) , "Spiritual" (or Spirit) (13 x's) , "Walk" (8 x's) , "Heavenlies" (5 x's) and "Mystery" (6 x's)
Key Verse (s):  1:1, 2, 3, 9;  4:1 (3:3, 4, 9; 5:32; 6:19)
Key Subject(s):  The calling, conduct and conflict of the believer
Key Personalities:  Christ and His Church
People Addressed:  The Churches of Ephesus ("Saints"), all believers in church age.
Problems Addressed:  No specific problems - the church in view, not a church or churches .
Outline of the Book”
"In The Heavenlies With Christ"
     I.  Our wealth in Christ:  (Position) 1-3 (1:3 = the key) 
    II.  Our walk in Christ:  (Practice) 4-6 (4:1 = the key)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Head of His Body, the church.
Applications & Comments:

"A quartet of men left Rome in the year A.D. 62, bound for the province of Asia, which was located in what is currently designated as Asia Minor.  These men had on their persons four of the most sublime compositions of the Christian faith.  These precious documents would be invaluable if they were in existence today.  Rome did not comprehend the significance of the writings of an unknown prisoner.  If she had, these men would have been apprehended and the documents seized.
When they bade farewell to the Apostle Paul, each was given an epistle to bear to his particular constituency. These four letters are designated 'The Prison Epistles of Paul' since he wrote them while imprisoned in Rome, await​ing a hearing before Nero, the Caesar at that time, to whom Paul, as a Roman citizen, had appealed his case.
This quartet of men and their respective places of abode can be identified:

1. Epaphroditus from Philippi (Phil. 4:18) had the Epistle to the Philippians.

2. Tychicus from Ephesus (Eph. 6:21) had the Epistle to the Ephesians.

3. Epaphras from Colosse (Col. 4:12) had the Epistle to the Colossians.

4. Onesimus, a slave from Colosse (Philemon 10) had the Epistle to Philemon (who was his master)." 
- J. Vernon McGee
- Ephesians matches Joshua in the Old Testament: The "Heavenlies" in Ephesians corresponding to Canaan in Joshua. In both there is conflict and failure but also rest, victory and possession. - Scofield
- Ephesians has been called "Paul's Third Heaven Epistle" or "The Alps of the New Testament".
- Ephesians and Colossians should be studied together and called "The Twin Epistles".  Ephesians emphasizes the body of Christ - the Church; Colossians the head of that Body - Christ Himself.  Both are prison epistles written by the same man, during the same period and as would be expected much of the material is similar.  (Of the 155 verses in Ephesians, the content of 78 of them are repeated in Colossians.)
- Ephesians is addressed "to the saints" at Ephesus rather than to the church or churches, for Paul is writing about the church rather than any one church or several churches.
- There are no specific church problems dealt with and no warm personal greetings to individuals.  This seems strange when you consider he spent 3 years or more at Ephesus, but here he transcends earth and soars into the heavenlies with sublime truths; "...here he reaches the zenith of his ministry, and here he expresses the fulness of his soul".  (Scroggie)  He looks beyond the finite to the infinite.  "Paul was not far from his journey's end.  He had weathered a rough sea, and there was one more stormy bit before he anchored in the land​locked bay where tempests will rave no more for ever.  His life and its con​troversies lay, for the most part, behind him.  No longer was he condemning schisms, as in I Corinthians; no longer was he defending his apostleship, as in II Corinthians; no longer was he rebuking fickleness, as in Galatians...at last, from a glorious height, he surveys the purposes of God from eternity to eternity."  (Scroggie)  Note such phrases as "In the Heavenlies", "Before the foundation of the world", "The fulness of time", "the ages to come", etc.
- Though written to Ephesus, that great commercial sea port and gateway from Asia to Europe, with its temple of Diana of the Ephesians (one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world), an amphitheatre that seated 50,000 etc., etc. - Paul men​tions none of these as he is lifted, and wants to lift his readers into the heavenlies "in Christ".
NOTE:  J. Vernon McGee, "The little preposition in (en), when it precedes Christ, is the most important word of the epistle.  Theologians have amassed an array of imposing theological words to define our salvation - such as redemption, atonement, justification, reconciliation, propitiation, and vicarious substitutionary sacrifice of Christ.  All of these are fine, and each presents one aspect of the many facets of our salvation. None, how​ever, seems entirely adequate.  What does it mean to be saved? This is a question which is answered in utmost simplicity by the Bible term, "in Christ".  To be saved means to be in Christ.  A sinner who has trusted Christ for his salvation has as much right in heaven as has Christ - or he has no right there at all, for he is in Christ!"  (Exploring Through Ephesians)
- Ephesians was written after many churches had been founded and now Paul saw the larger picture; he had time in prison to contemplate not the organization, but the new organism that had come into being.
- His purpose was to emphasize the unity of all believers "in Christ".  He had spent his life fighting the Jewish legalizers but did not want the Gentile Christians to be prejudiced against Jewish Christians.  He did not want to see two churches:  A Jewish and a Gentile division.  His gesture of unity to the Jewish element was the offering he sent from the Gentiles to the poor saints at Jerusalem.  His unifying gesture to the Gentiles was this letter to the Ephesian saints, exalting the oneness, universality and grandeur of the body of Christ.  (Eph. 4)
- Christianity is not a development of Judaism and the church is not an out​growth of the temple or synagogue.  The body of Christ is a new thing wherein Jews and Gentiles are united "in Christ".  (Eph. 1:11-18)
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS

Book Number:  50 
Author:  Paul (& Timothy)
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  104                    



 Words:  2,202 
Key Word(s):  "Joy", "Rejoice" (18 x's); "Gospel" (9 x's); "I" (52 x's)* "Gain"
*Does not mean Paul lacked humility, but rather shows the person-to-person rapport between him and his friends in Philippi. Of all Paul's epistles Philippians is the most personal.
Key Verse(s):  4:4; 1:12; 1:3 (1:21) 3:7
Key Subject(s):  How to live above circumstances with rejoicing. (4:11)
Key Personalities:  Paul & His Lord Jesus Christ*
*Titles for the Lord Jesus Christ appear 51 times in the 104 verses; nearly one for every 2 verses.
People Addressed:  The people ("Saints"), Pastors ("Bishops") and Deacons in the Philippian Church.
Problems Addressed:  Relieve anxiety, restore unity, warn of Judaizers and encourage humility.
NOTE:  J. Dwight Pentecost, “The word 'deacon' comes from a compound Greek word that means 'to stir up the dust'.  It presents the picture of one who is moving so rapidly through the dusty lanes of the villages of Palestine to discharge his duty that his feet kick up dust as he goes. There was so much for the deacons to do they could not loiter nor tarry. They went about their ministry with such diligence that they were stirring up the dust; thus those who were set apart to this ministry were called 'those who stir up the dust' or deacons."  (The Joy of Living, p. 114)
Outline of the Book:

"Paul The Peaceful Prisoner”
     I.  Christ:  Life’s Purpose (1:21):  1

    II.  Christ:  Life’s Pattern (2:5):  2

   III.  Christ:  Life’s Prize (3:14):  3

   IV.  Christ:  Life’s Power (4:13):  4
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the All-Sufficient One (4:13, 19)
Applications & Comments:

- Paul was a prisoner when he wrote to the Philippians and is one of the 4 "Prison Epistles", along with Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon.
- An epistle is a letter and this epistle is most like a personal letter.
Though there are several doctrines contained in Philippians they are incidental to Paul's personal message to this church.
- The theme is the adequacy of Christ for all the experiences of life - privation, persecution, hardship, suffering as well as prosperity and popularity.  "For me to live is Christ" reflects this philosophy.
- The letter was prompted by the dual love-gifts the Philippians had sent to Paul:  Their Pastor, Epaphroditus (2:25-30), and the offering (4:14-16), so that it is Paul's thank you note to them for their love for him. The whole letter is rather positive, containing many less rebukes than his other epistles. There is one brief mention of a squabble between 2 women (4:2) and a strong warning in 3:1-3 concerning the ongoing problem of Judaizers. Paul shows his contempt for these braggarts by doing some boasting of his own (3:4-9).  A final caustic remark is made in 3:17-19.
- Another reason Paul wrote was to allay their fears for his safety and that of the gospel while he was in prison.  (1:12-18

- One major theme of the book is that of unity (2:1-4)
- The only "controversial" passage deals with the "Kenosis" or "self-emptying" of Christ in 2:5-8.  The Scofield note seems sufficient to explain the passage. Anything more goes too far.  He did not empty himself of deity or the attri​butes of deity. He never ceased to be God just because he became man. 
- Humility and Christ-likeness is encouraged in 2:1-4.
- All considered, it is the most joyous and most positive of all Paul's Epistles. (It is my favorite New Testament book.)
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS
Book Number:  51 
Author:  Paul (& Timothy)
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  95                   



Words:  1,998 
Key Word(s):  "Fulness", "Mystery" 
Key Verses:  1:19; 2:9; 1:26, 27; 2:2; 4:3
Key Subject(s):  The preeminence and headship of Christ (1:17, 18; 2:9, 10) 
Key Personalities:  Paul and the preeminent Christ. 
People Addressed:  The Christians (Gentiles) at Colosse & Laodicea (4:16)
Problems Addressed:  To warn and instruct concerning the dual heresies of Judaism and Gnosticism.
NOTE:  Judaism is in view in 2:14-17 and dealt with ritualistic observance of days and diet. Gnostism (Gnosis = knowledge) is dealt with in 2:4, 8, 18 and taught that only those with superior and secret knowledge of Christ were "complete" or mature. Gnosticism appealed to the intellect and created a caste system of Christianity.
Outline of the Book:
"Christ the Preeminent One"
     I. Pre-eminent in personal relationships;   (1:3-2:7)
    II. Pre-eminent in doctrine:  (2:8-3:4)
   III. Pre-eminent in ethics:  (3:5-4:18)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Head of the Church (1:18)
NOTE:  In Ephesians the emphasis was on the church, the body of Christ; in Colossians it is on Christ, the head of that body.
Applications & Comments:
- Colossians is another of the 4 "Prison Epistles".
- The Colossian church was probably a product of Paul's 2 year bible institute at Ephesus ("T.B.I." Tyrannus Bible Institute, Acts 19:9, 10)
- Colosse was about 90 miles east of Ephesus and it is possible that one of the "preacher boys" of T.B.I., named Epaphras, left the school of Paul and evan​gelized the Lychus Valley.  This area is about 10 miles long with 3 important cities:  Laodicea, Hierapolis and Colosse (4:13).  Paul may have never visited Colosse.  (cf. 1:4 & 2:1)
- Epaphras, the Pastor, apparently could not deal with the "double trouble" at Colosse and made the 1,000 mile trip to Rome to seek counsel from Paul.
- He was apparently also arrested while in Rome (for preaching ?) and is called "my fellowprisoner" in Philemon 23 by Paul.
- The "double trouble" was Judaistic-Gnosticism. This 2-fold heresy represented the worst of Jewish and Greek philosophy. This "J-G Virus" (H. Willmington, p. 475) consisted of:

1. The "tradition of men" (2:8) asceticism (2:16), dietary restrictions and day observance from Judaism.

2.  The "philosophy and vain deceit" of Gnosticism that put a premium on intellect and "mysteries", the teaching that 
 
    matter was evil & mysticism.
NOTE:  Because matter was evil, man whose body was materialistic could not approach God who was Spirit and Holy. A cobweb of entities between man and God was created to bridge the gap. God had to create an angel who created another angel less holy, etc. till man was reached. Thus Jesus, who was a man, was a created being low on this scale. Paul's arguments in Colossians refute this "philosophy".  (Halley's Bible Handbook defines a philosopher as "a man who spends his life trying to understand what he knows before he starts that he cannot understand.")
- Paul picks up their vocabulary and catch words and uses them to repute their philosophies and heresies.

1.  "Knowledge" cf. 1:9, 10

2.  "Fulness" or the Gnostics doctrine of "Pleroma" cf. 2:9, 10

    (Christ is the "pleroma" or "fulness" of the Godhead and we are com​plete ("filled full") in Him!)

3.  "Mystery" cf. 4:3; 1:26, 27; 2:2
- Colossians written as an antidote to blasé intellectualism which doted on mysteries, secret knowledge and wisdom.
- As usual the doctrinal section of the epistle (1, 2) is followed by the prac​tical section (3, 4)
- Much of the material in Colossians is repeated from Ephesians. 78 of the 95 verses are nearly identical.
- This section especially is recognizable as similar.  3:1-4:6
- Our responsibilities as wives, husbands, children, fathers, employers and employees are delineated again.
- Though Colossians is a very doctrinal book and has the most definitive state​ment on the headship of Christ, it is also a very practical book giving specific instructions to those who read it.
- The threats of Judaism and Gnosticism are ever present in the church, so Colossians is not a book for the distant past, but a book for today.
[image: image15.emf]


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS

Book Number:  52
Author:  Paul (Silvanus & Timotheus)
Chapters:  5 




Verses:  89                     



Words:  1,857 
Key Word(s):  "Faith", "Love", "Hope", "Wait" 
Key Verse(s):  1:3; 1:10
Key Subject(s):  The 2nd Coming of Christ (Phase I) 
Key Personalities:  The Saints
People Addressed:  The Church of the Thessalonians (1:1) 
Problems Addressed:  Laziness and the death of believers.
Outline of the Book:

"Get Ready..."
         Intro:  (1)  (cf. 1:3 with 1:9) 
     I. The Work of Faith:  (2)  "Ye Turned" 
    II. The Labor of Love:  (3:1-4:12) "To Serve" 
   III. The Patience of Hope:  (4:13-5:22) "To Wait" 
         Concl:  (5:23-28)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Coming Lord.
Applications & Comments:

- Paul founded this church on his 2nd missionary journey.  (Acts 17:1-10)
- Of the many churches he founded only 6 would receive a New Testament Epistle.
- Of those 6 (Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Thessalonians) only 2 would receive 2 inspired letters (Corinth & Thessalonica)
- Paul spent at least 3 weeks in Thessalonica (though probably much longer) and founded and grounded the church there.
- His stay is cut short by some troublemakers - unbelieving Jews - and has to leave town under cover of darkness.
- He sends Timothy in his place when Satan hindered his return (2:18), to "establish" and "comfort" the church (3:1, 2).
- Timothy brings Paul a good report of the church (3:6, 7) but apparently hinted as some areas of weakness, which prompts this epistle:

1.  To answer his enemies accusations of cowardice and abusing the ministry (2:5-10)

2.  To warn them about former heathen vices.  (4:1-7)

3.  To rebuke those in the church who were lazy.  (4:11, 12 with II Thes. 3:10-12)

4. To comfort and reassure those perplexed about loved ones who had passed away.  (4:13-18)

5.  To exhort them to be watchful for Christ's return.  (5:1-11)

6.  To encourage spiritual growth.  (5:12-24)
- Paul strongly teaches the Thessalonian Christians about the 2nd coming of Christ. Every chapter closes with teaching on this subject: 

An Inspiring Hope:  1:10 

An Encouraging Hope:  2:19, 20 

A Purifying Hope:  3:13 

A Comforting Hope:  4:13-18 

A Rousing Hope:  5:23

- Thessalonica is now called "Saloniki" and is still a thriving city of 200,000 people. It's only "claim to fame" is that Paul, an apostle of Christ, minis​tered there.
- Thessalonica was formerly the capital city of Macedonia. 
- The Thessalonian letters were apparently the first ones written by Paul. 
- Paul's program was to establish churches in the city-centers as a hub so the Gospel could radiate outward as he did in Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi, Corinth, Colosse and Thessalonica. The believers in this young church had 3 main concerns:

1. Doesn't God care about their persecution and trouble? 3:4

2. Why hadn't Paul returned to minister to them? 2:17, 18

3. Would their loved ones miss out on Christ's Kingdom? 4:13-18
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS
Book Number:  53     
Author:  Paul (Silvanus & Timothy)
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  47                      



Words:  1,042 
Key Word(s):  "Faith", "Tribulations", "Revealed", "Destruction" 
Key Verse(s):  1:3, 4; 1:7, 9 
Key Subject(s):  The 2nd Coming of Christ (Phase II)
Key Personalities:  The saints and the unsaved (1:4 "Churches"; 1:8 "Them that know not God")
People Addressed:  The church of the Thessalonians
Problems Addressed:  To correct a false concept of Christ's return and to correct a false conduct arising from such a view.
Outline of the Book:
"Christ's Coming"
     I. A Comfort to the Persecuted:  (1:1-7)
    II. A Terror to the Unconverted:  (1:8-12)
   III. A Tragedy for the Man of Sin:  (2:1-12)
   IV. A Blessing for the Faithful Servant:  (2:13-3:18)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Coming King.
Applications & Comments:
- Both I & II Thessalonians were written from Corinth by Paul within a few months of each other and are probably his first epistles.
- Practically every major doctrine in the catalogue of the faith is contained in these 2 small epistles.
- Paul wrote the 1st epistle to tell them they had not missed the rapture. Paul writes the 2nd epistle to assure them they were not in the tribulation.
- Paul's 1st epistle was written to comfort; the 2nd to correct.
NOTE:  In Paul's 1st letter he had said "we which are alive and remain..." suggesting that he would be alive at the rapture. Some picked up on this concept (2:1, 2) and some pretended to speak by inspiration or in "tongues" ("spirit"), or by the authority of Paul (or themselves) ("Word") or even by a forged "letter" from Paul. The result was that they were being "shaken".  Some had even quit working and became a burden to the church and a reproach on the gospel.
- These 2 letters place the 2 phases of Christ's 2nd coming into perspective:

The Rapture (I Thess.) 





The Revelation (II Thess.)


- In the air 






- To the earth

- For his saints 






- With his saints

- A mystery (Not in Old Testament) 




- A revelation (In New Test.)

- No signs preceding 





- Celestial signs (Mt. 24:29, 30)

- Time of blessing 





- Time of judgment

- Secret 







- Visible

- The church 






- Israel (Primarily)

- Bright & Morning Star (Rev. 22:16) 



- Son of Righteousness (Mal. 4:2)
- The "everlasting destruction" of 1:9 doesn't speak of annihilation. Biblically "destruction" never does.  It means loss or ruin as far as the purpose of existence is concerned. Note: The wineskins in Lk. 5:37 were destroyed (same word used here) but they did not cease to exist, but ruined for further use​fulness.
- Two things herald the return of Christ: The falling away (apostasy) and the revelation of the man of sin.  (1:3)
NOTE:  This apostasy "is not simple departure from the faith often characterizing the church...but the wholesale rebellion and thoroughly-going lapse into error and demonism of the period just preceding Christ's advent in glory." Unger's Bible Handbook (All the 2nds of the New Testament warn of apostasy: II Thes., II Tim., II Cor., II Jn., II Peter.)
- For its size, II Thessalonians says more about the antichrist than any other book of the bible.
- The last dispensation ended in rejecting the true Christ, whereas the present dispensation will end in men receiving the antichrist.
- The Antichrist's identification and revelation awaits the rapture of the church (2:6-8).
- Paul had a well-defined system of belief (or "theology") even at this early point in his ministry. His use of the word "tradition" (2:15; 3:6) confirms this. Tradition to Paul was not some loosely transmitted rumor or practice of doubtful origin, but a body of instruction carefully preserved, formulated and preached with authority.
- Because of a false concept of Christ's coming, some in the church had a false conduct and had quit work to await his coming and had become parasites and "busy bodies". Paul had set the example of hard work (3:7) and set forth a solution (3:6 
& 14, 15) and a principle (3:10)
- II Thessalonians is both a prophetic and a practical book.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TIMOTHY

Book Number;  54 
Author:  Paul
NOTE:  The name Timothy means "honoring to God" or "honored by God". 
Chapters:  6     




Verses:  113                  



 Words:  2,269 
Key Word(s): "The Faith" (5 x's); "Doctrine" (5 x's); "Teach" (5 x's); "Charge" (6 x's)
Key Verse(s):  1:2; 3:13; 4:1; 5:8; 6:21; 1:3; (1:7); 1:10; (2:7); 3:1; 4:6; (4:11); 4:13; 5:17; 6:1-3; 1:3; 1:18; 5:7; 5:21; 6:13; 6:17
Key Subject(s):  Instruction for a young pastor (c 30 years of age) 
Key Personalities: Timothy and the false teachers at Ephesus. 
People Addressed:  Timothy (1:2)
Problems Addressed:  To caution against false teachings and to confirm Timothy in "the faith".
Outline of the Book:
"Keep The Faith"

     I.  The Church of Christ:  (1:3)
 
A. Its Doctrine (1)

B. Its Worship (2)

C. Its Oversight (3:1-15)
    II. The Ministry of Timothy:  (4-6)

A.  His Walk (Personal) (3:14-4:16) 

B.  His Work (Official) (5, 6)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Supreme Potentate (6:14-16)
Applications & Comments:

- I Timothy is one of the 3 pastoral epistles or letters written specifically to pastors rather than churches (II Tim. & Titus are the other two.)
- This is the first New Testament Book to discuss in detail the officers and order in a local church.
- Paul wrote this letter to Timothy whom he had left in Ephesus to pastor the church there.
- Paul had warned when he left Ephesus that false teachers would trouble the church there. His prophecy had come true.  (Acts 20:26-31)
- Paul writes to instruct Timothy to remain faithful, not to be discouraged or give up (1:3) and to take a strong stand (1:4-7) against false teachers and how to administrate the church (3 ff).
- Of all of Paul's companions, young Timothy, probably converted under Paul at Lystra on his 1st missionary journey (1:2), was the most faithful to Christ and loyal to Paul.
- Timothy's name appears some 24 times in the New Testament.
- His mother (Eunice) and grandmother (Lois) were Godly Jewish women, but his father was a Greek (Acts 16:1, 2; 
II Tim. 2:5)
- He had cut his teeth on the scriptures.  (II Tim 3:14, 15)
- He joined Paul's team during the 2nd missionary trip.

- He was circumcised so he might have freedom to preach the gospel in Jewish synagogues.  (Acts 16:3; II Tim. 1:6)
- He had a ministry in at least 5 New Testament churches:
1.  Thessalonica (I Thes. 3:2, 6)  

2.  Corinth (I Cor. 4:17; 16:20; II Cor. 1:19)  


3.  Philippi (Phil. 2:19-23)  


4.  Berea (Acts 17:4) 

5.  Ephesus (I Tim. 1:3)
- Though young, somewhat timid and perhaps a bit weak physically he was nonethe​less a real man of God.  (4:12-16; 5:23; 6:11 "O, man of God") 
- I Tim. 3 gives us the qualifications for church officers. 
- I Tim. 3:16 is a capsule "Life of Christ". 
- I Tim. teaches us that the ideal church must:

- Preach faithfully the whole counsel of God.  ("The Faith")

- Preach the unadulterated gospel of Christ.  (3:3.6)

- Be properly organized and administrated.  (3:1-13)

- Defend "The Faith" from false teachers.  (1:18-20)

- Demand holy living and separated service.  (2:9: 3:1-13)
- There are two doxologies in I Timothy (1:17 & 6:15, 16) which are designed to offset the heresy of the false-teachings gnostics who taught a hierarchy of beings between God and man ("endless genealogies": 1:4).  They had reduced Christ to one of these beings but Paul affirmed "There is one God and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus".  (2:5) They also taught that matter was inherently evil, but Paul responded with "every creature of God is good” (4:4, 5).
- His final warning embraces all of the false theories and errors of his and our day in 6:20, 21. Watch out for "science falsely so called."
THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TIMOTHY

Book Number:  55 
Author:  Paul
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  83                     



Words:  1,703 
Key Word(s):  "Study", "Endure" 
Key Verse(s):  2:15; 2:3, 10; 4:3, 5
Key Subject(s):  Final instructions for a fearful preacher.
Key Personalities;: Paul, Timothy & Onesiphorus (1:16) 
People Addressed:  Timothy (1:1, 2)
Problems Addressed:  To shore up Timothy's faltering faith and to warn against apostasy and heresy.
Outline of the Book:
"Final Words to a Fearful Friend"
     I. Paul the Preacher: (1) cf. 1:13, 14
    II. Paul the Pattern: (2) cf. 2:2
   III. Paul the Prophet: (3) cf. 3:1
   IV. Paul the Prisoner: (4) cf. 4:6, 7
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Judge of the Quick and the Dead (4:1).
Applications & Comments:

- The time:  winter A.D. 67.  Nero had burned Rome in A.D. 64 so he could rebuild it with greater glory, but he blamed and persecuted Christians.  Some were crucified, others thrown to wild beasts, etc.
NOTE:  (Halley's Bible Handbook, p. 570) In and around Rome multitudes of Christians were arrested and put to death in the most cruel ways.  They were crucified or tied in skins of animals, and thrown into the arena to be worried to death by dogs, or thrown to the wild beasts or tied to stakes in Nero's gardens, pitch poured over their bodies, and their burning bodies used as torches to light Nero's gardens at night, while he drove around in his chariot, naked, indulging himself in his mid​night revels, gloating over the dying agonies of his victims. All for the entertainment of the people
- Paul may have been one of the scapegoats and was in the rat-infested mamertine prison or dungeon known as the "The Sepulchre".
- The contrast between Paul's 1st and 2nd imprisonments:

- He was formerly a political prisoner awaiting trial; now a condemned criminal awaiting execution.

- He then lived in his own hired house; now huddles in a dark, damp, cold dungeon.

- He was permitted many visitors; now he is forsaken by all, but a few. 1:15-18; 4:10, 11, 14, 15, 16
NOTE: (Halley's Bible Handbook, p. 571)  Paul's note of triumphant faith in that dark hour is one of the noblest passages of Scripture.  He was being executed for a crime of which he was not guilty.  His friends forsook him, and left him to suffer alone.  The cause for which he had given his life was being blotted out in the West by persecution, and in the East going into apostasy. Yet no hint of regret that he had given his life to the service of Christ and the church. No hint of doubt but that the church, though now apparently being defeated, would eventually be triumphant. And no hint of doubt but that the moment his head would be cut from his body he would go straight to the arms of HIM whom he had loved and served so devotedly. This Epistle is the exultant cry of a dying conqueror.
- II Timothy is a very personal letter and he alludes to 23 men and women; friends and foes.
- In this final letter Paul describes himself in a 7-fold portrait:
1. An Apostle (1:1) 


5. A Preacher (Is 11)

2. A Father (1:2) 



6. A Teacher (1:11)

3. A Faithful Servant (1:3)   

7. A Sufferer (1:12)

4. A Prisoner (1:8)
- In Chapter 2 he likens the life of a believer (esp. a Pastor) to 8 earthly occupations:

1. A Steward (2:2) 


5. An Instructor (2:11-14)

2. A Soldier (2:3, 4) 


6. A Student (2:15)

3. An Athlete (2:5) 


7. A Vessel (2:20, 21)

4. A Farmer (2:6, 7) 


8. A Servant (2:24)
- In Chapter 3 Paul describes the 22 symptoms of the "Final Days" disease. (3:1-13)
- In Chapter 4 he gives his final charge (7-fold:  4:1, 2, 5); his final warning (4:3, 4); his final testimony (4:6, 7); his final sorrow (4:10, 14, 15, 16); his final confidence (4:8, 17, 18) and his final prayer (4:22). 
- II Timothy is "the passing of the mantle of leadership" to younger, more vigorous leaders.
- The founder of over 50 churches is about to lay down his life for the head of the churches.  (4:7)
- II Timothy is the last will and testament of the great apostle and martyr, Paul, who was formerly the great persecutor and murderer of Christians. 
- It is striking that his last epistle includes the classic statement on the origin and inspiration of the scriptures, (not just the originals).
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TITUS

Book Number:  56 
Author:  Paul (1:1)
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  46                     



Words:  921 
Key Word(s):  "God Works" (6 x's)
Key Verse(s):  1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 8, 14 (3:8) 
Key Subject(s):  Church order, ordination & organization. 
Key Personalities:  Titus & the Cretians 
People Addressed:  Pastor Titus
Problems Addressed:  To correct problems & doctrinal errors and establish order in the church.
Outline of the Book:
"Order In The Church!"
     I. An Orderly Church:  (conduct) 1
    II. A Sound Church:  (doctrine) 2
   III. A Practical Church:  (works) 3
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as God our Savior (2:13)
Applications & Comments:
The Man:

- Titus, like Timothy, is one of Paul's converts.  (1:4)
- Titus, like Timothy, was a gifted young man and both were intimate friends with Paul.
- Titus, unlike Timothy, who was half-Jew and half Greek, was a pure Gentile, and while Paul had Timothy circumcised, he refused to have Titus circumcised. (Gn. 2:1-3)
- Titus seems to be much stronger and sterner than the quiet, frail Timothy.
- Titus & Timothy were both sent on difficult missions:  Timothy to Ephesus and Titus to Corinth and Crete.  (Paul had the eye of a great general and sent his troops to the battles to which they would be most suited.  Temperament and training must always determine the task!) 
The Mission: (1:5)
- Crete is one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean.  It seems that Paul may have started the church there, though Cretians were present on Pente​cost and heard Peter's message. (Acts 2:11)  Some could have been saved and taken the Gospel there and loosely organized a church.  The church was sorely lacking in organization and good works.
- The Cretians were rough and crude people.  Paul witnessed to these qualities in 1:12, 13.  "Cretizing" was synonymous with lying and "Playing the Cretian with a Cretian" meant "out-tricking a trickster".  Yet there were believers and a church on Crete. 
The Message:

- Paul assigns Titus to bring order and organization to Crete. (1:15)
- Paul instructs Titus as to the qualifications for ordaining Pastors there. (1:5b-9)
- Paul recognizes the problems Titus will be confronted with - Smooth-talking Judaizers:  (1:10, 11)

- Lying, Laxy, Gluttonous Cretians. 1:12, 13

- Unbelieving Legalistic Jews.  1:14-16
- Paul realizes that order must be maintained in the home and the church, and Paul deals with the young and old, married and unmarried, employers and employees and exhorts them to holiness ("good works") in light of Christ's coming. (2)
- Paul extends his instructions to include civil powers, the unsaved and con​tentious believers. (3)
- Paul closes with some personal instructions to Titus. He says he will send Artemas or Tychicus to replace him and invites Titus to spend the winter with him in Nicopolis.  (near Athens).  (3:12)
- I & II Timothy emphasized sound doctrine; Titus, good works. Doctrine must be adorned with doing! I Timothy says we are to protect sound doctrine, II Tim​othy to proclaim it and Titus to practice it.
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO PHILEMON

Book Number:  57 
Author:  Paul
NOTE:  One of Paul's prison epistles and the most personal as to its contents, but addressed not only to Philemon, but to Apphia (probably his wife) and Archippus (probably his son and the Pastor of the church in their home) and to the church. 

v. 1, 2
Chapters: 1 




Verses:  25                      



Words:  445
Key Word(s):  "Put that on mine account"
Key Verse(s):  v. 18
Key Subject(s):  Forgiveness, imputation
Key Personalities:  Philemon, Onesimus, Paul
People Addressed:  Philemon, Apphia, Archippus, The Church.
Problems Addressed:  Restoration of a runaway slave.
Outline of the Book:
"Those Who Trespass Against Us"
     I. Paul's Praise of Philemon: v. 4-7
    II. Paul's Plea for Onesimus: v. 8-17
   III. Paul's Pledge of Repayment: v. 18-22
   IV. Paul's Personal Greetings:  v. 23-25
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as our Debt-payer.
Applications & Comments:

- "Even in the best art galleries there is always a space for choice miniatures." - J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book, p. 249
- This is one of 4 personal letters of Paul and perhaps gives us the most per​sonal cameo of Paul of any letter. 
A.G. Findlay said, “In every line and syllable this note betrays Paul's personality.  Nothing more genuine was ever written." 
The Story:

- A slave named Onesimus runs away from his master, Philemon, after stealing from him.  (Onesimus = "profitable" cf. v. 11)
- He had fled to Rome where he met Paul, who led him to Christ.
- Though Paul would have preferred to keep this now profitable brother with him, he knows that the slave and master must be reunited thru pardon, forgiveness and restoration since both are saved.
- Paul thus writes to Philemon this beautiful letter asking him to take back his rebel slave, for his (Paul's) sake. 
The Sentence:

- Paul's request cannot be easily comprehended by westerners.  The slave was absolutely at his master's disposal.  "For the smallest offence he could be scourged, mutilated, crucified or thrown to the wild beasts." - Bishop Lightfoot.
- Paul could not appeal on legal grounds and so appealed on the basis of grace and mercy. 
The Solution:
- Since Paul was now a mutual friend of Philemon, the owner, and Onesimus, the slave, he must commend the offender without denying or aggravating the offense.
- His appeal must ignore justice and request forgiveness, restoration, sympathy and whatever affection and generosity he can prompt.
- In v. 18 Paul speaks of his "I.O.U.", but in v. 19 he quickly throws in a "U.O.Me '. 
The Savior:

- The whole picture is a graphic portrayal of our Savior and his dealing with sinners.
- As humans we are God's property; but as sinners we have robbed him and are fugitives.
- Our guilt is great, our penalty heavy and the law condemns us.
- Our only appeal is to grace, and as Onesimus found refuge with Paul, so we fine it with Jesus, who is not only the sinners' friend, is the co-equal partner of the owner.
- As Paul interceded for Onesimus, Jesus intercedes for us.
- As Paul contracted for Onesimus' debt with "put that on mine account", so Jesus accepts our debt and pays it all.
- As Onesimus is reconciled to Philemon the sinner, thru Christ we are recon​ciled to God and he receives us as his son "forever". v. 15
The 7-fold value of Philemon: 

Personal - Paul's character 

Ethical - sensitivity to what is right 

Providential - God in all events

Practical - Highest principles to common affairs (principle above expediency) 

Evangelical - Picture of Salvation 

Social - Lifts human relationships 

Spiritual - Reveals grace, imputation and restoration
Philemon is a scriptural gem of courtesy, tact, delicacy and generosity. All the elements of forgiveness are found here:

- The offense:  v. 11, 18

- Compassion:  v. 10

- Intercession:  v. 10, 18, 19

- Substitution:  v. 18, 29

- Restoration:   v. 15

- Elevation:  v. 17

- Grace:  v. 21
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE HEBREWS
Book Number:  58
Author:  Paul  (cf. II Pet. 3:15, Heb. 13:23) 
Chapters:  13 




Verses:  303                  



 Words:  6,913
Key Word(s):  "Better" (13 x's), "Perfect" (12 x's), "Heaven" (16 x's), "Priest"/"High Priest" (37 x's)
Key Verse (s):  1:4; 2:10; 10:34; 4:15
Key Subject(s):  The superiority of Christ (over angels, prophets, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Melchizedek, Levitical Priesthood, sacrifice, temple, Judaism, etc.)
Key Personalities:  Christ Jesus (3:1)
People Addressed:  Professing Jewish Believers
Problems Addressed:  The relationship of Christ to. Judaism.
Outline of the Book:
"Something Better For Believers"
     I. Jesus - The New & Better Deliverer:  (1-7) (Better than angels Moses, Joshua, Aaron) 
    II. Calvary - The New & Better Covenant:  (8-10:18) (Better promises, Sanctuary, sacrifice & results) 
   III. Faith - The True & Better Principle:  (10:19-13) (Better things)

Christological Typology:  Jesus seen as our Great High Priest. 
Application & Comments:
- Hebrews is a miniature Bible starting with God (like Genesis) and ending with the heavenly Jerusalem (like Revelation, 
cf. 12:22, 23).
- Hebrews deals with 3 primary subjects: 

The preeminence of Christ

The possibilities of Faith 

The perils of apostasy
- Hebrews was written to encourage Jewish believers who were tempted to abandon their new found faith in Christ because of persecution and/or their attachment to the older revelation of the law with its priesthood, sacrifices, rituals, etc.
- Hebrews answers the question: How does "the gospel" relate to Judaism, the and only authentically divine religion ever given to men.
NOTE:  Suddenly the Jewish Christian had no temple, sacrifice, ritual, priesthood, etc., et.al.  He had been trained to have great national pride, religious exclusiveness and reverential awe for these things since childhood.  His entire life centered around the Temple.  His emotion, patriotism, zeal and belief revolved around the great shrine erected by divine command on the very spot which Jehovah had decreed.  It was the place where kings, prophets and Israelites had worshipped for more than a thousand years.
- Hebrews points out that all these things were good and proper in their time, but were replaced with that which was better and superior.

- Hebrews sets forth Christ as a prophet greater than Moses, a priest greater than Aaron and a king greater than Melchizedek.
- Hebrews answers the question "What ever happened to Jesus?".  It presents the only full discussion in the New Testament of Christ as the believer's high priest.  Its emphasis is not on his birth, life, death or resurrection, but on his ascension and present high priestly ministry.
- Hebrews has been called the 5th gospel.  The 1st four describe what Christ did on earth; Hebrews describes what he is now doing in heaven.
- Hebrews includes at least 86 direct references to the Old Testament, taken from one hundred passages.
- Hebrews is classified as one of the Hebrew Christian epistles. These final nine are distinguished from the earlier epistles by their distinctively Hebrew standpoint and atmosphere.
- Hebrews is unlike the first nine epistles (Rom. - II Thes.) which are all addressed to Christian churches.  Not one of the final nine is so addressed.
- Hebrews and the other final nine epistles contain no "church doctrine" (as to the organization, order and operation), but go beyond the Church Epistles to the utmost goal of Christian experience, individual fellowship with Christ - a pure fellowship of perfect love.
- Hebrews demands a knowledge of the Old Testament to open our understanding of the New Testament - the "Better" way.
- Hebrews contains two "problem passages" (6:4-6 & 10:26-29).  J. Sidlow Baxter best addressed the situation in this way:  "we need not start either minifying or magnifying the phraseology, either to prove that the once saved are saved forever, or that they can fall away and be lost again. The words refer exclusively to a special class, in special circumstances, at a special historical crises-point which has forever passed away".
THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF JAMES
Book Number:  59 
Author:  James
NOTE:  James was the half brother of Jesus and the full brother of Jude and Pastor of the Jerusalem Church.
Chapters:  5 




Verses:  108                    



Words:  2,309
Key Word(s):  "Works" (13 x's), "Perfect" (6 x's), "Brethren" (15 x's)
Key Verse(s):  2:26; 2:22; 1:2
Key Subject(s):  Works: The out-working of faith.
Key Personalities: Abraham
People Addressed:  James' Jewish/Christian Brethren (1:1)
Problems Addressed:  Knowing the truth is insufficient; doing should follow. (1:22)
Outline of the Book:
"Works:  The Proofs Of Faith"
Proof 1: Endurance of Temptation (1)
Proof 2: Impartial Benevolence (2)
Proof 3: Control of the Tongue (3)
Proof 4: Godliness in all Things (4,5 )
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Soon-coming Lord (5:7)
Applications & Comments:
- James, though the half-brother of our Lord was a "Late Bloomer" or rather a "Late-believer"; waiting till the resurrection.  
Jn. 7:5, I Cor. 5:7.
- James became a great leader and an influential Pastor of the Jerusalem Church.
- James is probably the earliest epistle in the New Testament (c. 44-45 A.D.) and the synagogue rather than the church is the meeting place.  (2:2) The church was still in the circle and shadow of Judaism.
- James is the most Jewish book of the New Testament.  It has been called the Proverbs of the New Testament.
- Because of James' emphasis of justification by works, some imagine a contra​diction between Paul & James.  Paul is concerned with the root of justification, James with its fruit.  James sees salvation from man's viewpoint, Paul from Gods.  (2:14-24)
NOTE:  John Calvin:  "Faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not alone."
- It seems significant that Hebrews, which stresses faith, should be followed by James, which stresses works.
- James is not arguing for works as a means of salvation, but as a product of salvation.  The proofs of true faith are works.
NOTE:  Abraham's offering up of Isaac was 20 years after he had been justified by faith.  His works demonstrated his faith for man to see it.  God had seen his faith long before.  Faith justifies the man; works justify the faith.

- Though there is doctrine in James, it is probably the most practical book in the New Testament. Practically James deals with

- 2 kinds of sufferings:

     Trials: sent from God and bring out the best in us. (1:2-4) 

     Temptations: sent from Satan and bring out the worst in us. (1:13-17

- Partiality in the assembly: (2:1-13)

- Works & Faith: (2:14-26)

- Speech: (3:1-18)

- Submission: (4:1-17)

- Riches & Corruption: (5:1-6)

- Faithfulness: (5:7-11)

- Prayer & Healing: (5:12-18) 

     Negatively: Not "The Last Rites" or "Extreme Unction" - The idea here is restoration to health, not bury the dead!

     Positively: "Anointing" = Aliepho, not Chrio.   


          Aliepho = rubbing or lubricating. Chrio = ceremonial anointing. 

     The oil seems to be the peutic as in the parable of the Good Samaritan, not ceremonial as in the anointing of 
   
     priests and sacred objects in Old Testament. It is the "prayer of faith", not the "anointing...with oil" that shall 
  
     "save the sick".
· Soul-winning: (5:19, 20)
THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER
Book Number:  60
Author:  The Apostle Peter
Chapters:  5




Verses:  105



Words:  2,482
Key Word(s):  "Suffering" (16 x's) (6 of Christ & 10 of believers), "Grace" (8 x's)
Key Verse(s)”  2:21; 1:2 (cf. 1:10 & 1:13)
Key Subject(s):  Victory over suffering.
Key Personalities: Christ & Believers
People Addressed: Jewish & Gentile Believers
Problems Addressed:  Comfort & encouragement to believers enduring persecution.
Outline of Book: 

"Suffering Saints"
     I. Perspective & Suffering:  1:1-2:10
    II. Pressure & Suffering:  2:11-4:6
   III. Service & Suffering:  4:7-11
   IV. Witness & Suffering:  4:12-19
    V. Attitudes & Suffering:  5:1-14
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Suffering Lamb (1:18, 19)
Applications & Comments:
- Peter was one of the 3 original apostles chosen to write a portion of God's Word:  Matthew, John & Peter.
- Peter's name appears more times (210) in the New Testament than any other apostles.  (Paul's occurs 162 times.  The other 11 combined, only 142 times.)
- Peter is perhaps one of the most interesting personalities in the Bible and 4 stages of his life are recorded:

Stage 1:  Pre-apostolic era (named Simon; early home: Bethsaida, later Capernaum; a fisherman; married; very 
impulsive)

Stage 2:  Early apostleship (introduced to Christ by his brother Andrew; Jesus changed his name to Peter (Rock); 
always listed 1st among apostles; with Jesus for a full 2 years; 1st to confess Jesus was the Son of God and 1st to 
deny him; fled when Jesus crucified 1st to visit the empty tomb.

Stage 3:  Apostle to the Jews (preached great message to the Jews on Pente​cost; first to give gospel to gentiles at 
Cornelius' home; leader of Jerusalem Church till council in Acts 15)

State 4:  Final stage (James takes leadership in Jerusalem Church; Paul ascends as apostle to the gentiles; writes 2 
epistles; apparently martyred; never in Rome!)
- Paul called the Apostle of Faith; James of Works; John of Love and Peter of Hope.  (1:3, 13, 21; 3:15)
- Paul in James is in sharp contrast with their emphasis on Faith and Works. Peter seems to be the synthesis of the other two and speaks of hope amidst suffering.
- Peter speaks of "the living hope" (1:3), "the living word" (1:23) and "the living stone" (2:4).

- Peter's theme is hope in spite of suffering. The early persecutions were just beginning and Peter, who formerly was willing to live by the sword, now tells fellow believers to submit to suffering.
- Peter refers to suffering 16 times in 5 chapters.
- Peter says suffering is the norm for the believer (2:21) cf. 4:13, 14.
- Peter shows that suffering is a privilege for the believer (3:14-17).
- Peter declares that suffering with Christ will result in rejoicing at his coming (4:13).
- Peter mentions Christ's sufferings 6 times showing the indelible impression left upon Peter from Gethsemane and Calvary.
- Peter uses 6 names for Christ:

1. A Spotless Lamb (1:19) 

2. The Chief Cornerstone (2:6)

3. The Precious Stone:  (2:7)      

4. The Stumbling Stone (2:3)

5. The Bishop of our Souls (2:25)

6. The Chief Shepherd (5:4)
- Peter also gives numerous titles which describe believers:

1. Obedient Children (1:14) 

2. Newborn Babes (2:2)

3. Living Stones (2:5)

4. A Holy Priesthood (2:5)

5. A Royal Priesthood (2:9)

6. A Holy Nation (2:9) 

7. A Peculiar People (2:9) 

8. Strangers & Pilgrims (2:11) 

9. The Elect of God (1:2) 

10. The People of God (2:10) 

11. The Flock of God (5:2) 

12. Christians (4:16)
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THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER

Book Number:  61 
Author:  The Apostle Peter
NOTE:  Much disputed authorship; this reflects the suspicious security and extreme caution of the early church and makes their final acceptance and recogni​tion an underlined endorsement of its authenticity. Much internal evidence called for its acceptance.  The author claims to be Simon Peter.  He was present at the transfiguration (1:16-18). He refers to Paul and seems to have read his epistles (3:15-17).  He speaks of an earlier epistle (3:1).
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  61                    



Words:  1,559
Key Word(s):  "Knowledge" (16 x's in all its forms), "False teachers"
Key Verse(s):  3:18; 2:1
Key Subjects:  Fighting false teachers with full knowledge
Key Personalities:  Christ and believers
People Addressed:  Scattered Jewish and Gentile believers (same as I Peter)
Problems Addressed:  To counteract heresy with full knowledge of sound doctrine.
Outline of the Book:
"Knowledge vs. Apostasy"
     I. Knowledge and the Christian Life:  (1:1-11)
    II. Knowledge and the Word of God: (1:12-21)
   III. Knowledge and the False Teachers:  (2:1-22)
   IV. Knowledge and the Second Coming:  (3:1-18)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Longsuffering Lord (3:8, 9)
Applications & Comments:
- I Peter was written to combat persecutions - trials from without. 
II Peter was written to combat apostasy - perils from within.
- The key word "knowledge" appears 16 times, several times specifically referring to the knowledge of Christ; thus to combat error, you must know the truth!
- There were 2 forms of error concerning Christ.  There were the deity deniers (2:1) and the 2nd coming deniers (3:4).
- There was also a dangerous dualism being taught. One idea was that since the physical and spiritual were separate, a person could choose one of 2 ways of life - asceticism or libertinism; indulge the physical appetites or deny them. Neither is Biblical.  Self-discipline is the answer to both. Proper knowledge of Christ and man combats these extremes.
- False teachers are dealt with in II Pet. 2. They are surely unsaved men who once professed to trust in Christ but turned away from the truth and are reserved for eternal judgment.
ILLUS:  Divorce illustrates apostasy.  A commitment is made, but later broken.
- The difference between doctrinal error and heresy or apostasy: error has to do with mistaken belief through ignorance. Heresy has to do with wrong belief in the face of revealed truth.

- How we live is determined by what we believe.  As true doctrine and holy living are linked together, false doctrine and unholy living are inseparably linked.  (2:12-15)
- The doctrinal test is:  "What is the attitude to the person and work of Christ?" 
The practical test is: "What is the resultant character and conduct?"
- The insidious nature of unbelief and apostasy is its insistent seduction of "unstable souls".  (2:14)
- II Peter gives information on a variety of subjects besides apostasy. 

A key text on the inspiration of scripture.  (1:20, 21) 

A classic text on the destruction of the universe.  (3:10-12) 

A valuable comment on concerning Paul's epistles.  (3:15, 16) 

A revelation on his own impending martyrdom.  (1:13-15)
- II Peter and Jude are "sister" books; out of 25 verses in Jude, no less than 19 are reiterated in II Peter.
NOTE:  There is no need for Peter or Jude to copy from each other. The apostles had often traveled together and continually heard one another preach the same things over and over to different congregations. These things became part of the common Christian vocabulary.
- II Peter and II Timothy are also favorably compared: 

Both are the last written by their authors. 

Both have a key passage on the inspiration of script. 

Both warn against false teachers.

Both writers knew they would die a martyrs death. (II Tim. 4:6; II Pet. 1:13-15)
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THE 1ST EPISTLE GENERAL OF JOHN Book

Number:  62 
Author:  The Apostle John
NOTE:  John does not use his name in the book, but both internal and external evidence gave him credit of authorship.  It was immediately and readily accepted in the early church and its style and language matches perfectly that of the Gospel of John.
Chapters:  5 




Verses:  105                   



Words:  2,523
Key Word(s):  "Know" (40 x's), "Fellowship", "Light", "Love", "Life"
Key Verse(s):  5:13; 1:3; 1:5; 4:7; 5:11, 12
Key Subject(s):  To impart joy; keep Christians from sin; give assurance and warn against error
Key Personalities:  Christ and His "Children"
People Addressed:   Possibly the 7 churches of Asia Minor (Rev.); a general epistle
Problems Addressed:  2 heresies:  Gnosticism & Docetism
NOTE:   Gnosticism taught that matter was evil, spirit was good; salvation came through knowledge.  John taught that only knowledge of Christ who was both matter and spirit could save.  I Jn. 5:11-13
             Docetism taught that Christ is only a phantom or spirit.  "The Christ" entered Jesus body at his baptism and left before his crucifixion.  They asked: If Christ was God, how could he die, and if he died, how could he be God? John 1:1, 2
Outline of the Book:
"Light, Love & Life"
     I. The Christian's Advance in God's Light:  (1, 2)
    II. The Christian's Attitude Toward God's Love:  (3, 4)
   III. The Christian's Affinity with God's Life:  (5)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as Love Personified (4:7-10)
Applications & Comments:

- Other than Paul, John wrote more of the New Testament than anyone: 1 Gospel, 3 Epistles & The Revelation.

The Gospel: 



The Epistles:                


The Revelation:

- Salvation 



- Sanctification             


- Glorification

- Past 




- Present                   


- Future

- Prophet 



- Priest                   


- King

- The Cross 



- The Communion              

- The Crown






(Koinonia - Fellowship)

- Sheep in His Fold     


- Members in His Family       

- Priests in His Kingdom

- Christ's Deity       


- Christ's Humanity 


- Christ's Sovereignty
- With the possible exception of Song of Solomon this is the most intimate of the inspired writings.  It is a family letter from the Father to His "Little Children". The Christian's sin is treated as a child's offense against his Father and dealt with as a family matter. 

- New Scofield Bible Notes  (Being a family letter, "fellowship" is prominent.)
NOTE:   Explore the Book, J. Sidlow Baxter
All the way through this epistle there is a clear-seeing demarcation between the true and the false, and a clean-cutting incisiveness in dealing with them.  John's pen is a surgeon's knife, not a philosopher's quill.  There is a downright spiritual simplicity which sees things as they really are. White is white, and black is black, and they cannot be compromised into a middle grey.  This moral clear-sightedness is always a mark of a real spiritual maturity.  No need for circuitous windings of arguments; the Spirit-illuminated inward eye sees vital moral distinctions immediately - often causing much annoyance to those who profess more loudly but see more dimly. What hazy seeing and pious parleyings with questionable practices there are among Christian believers today! Look through this first epistle of John again, and mark well the significant fact that this epistle, which is distinctively that of a Christian love, is at the same time the epistle of NO COMPROMISE! This is something which needs special consideration today.

- John paints a picture in stark contrasts, in black and white. There is no gray. He speaks of life and death; truth and lies; love and hate; light and darkness; righteousness and sin; God's children and the devil's children; Christ and anti-christ.  (John alone uses the term "anti Christ".)
- John's home was Bethsaida, he had 2 brothers (Zebedee and James) and a sister (Salome); and, like his father, was a fisherman.
- He was a disciple of John the Baptist (Jn. 1:35, 40) and was one of the first 2 disciples called by Christ.  He was in the "inner circle" of apostles and called "The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved".
- Paul referred to John as one of the 3 "pillars of the Apostles"; Paul himself being the 4th.  On these 4 pillars the temple of the New Testament Revela​tion stand.  (Peter, James, John & Paul).
- The 3 words "Light", "Love" and "Life" are favorites with John and appear in his gospel as well.

- Light renders the soul capable of seeing the pathway - overcomes the peril of darkness.

- Love becomes the motive which prompts us to walk the pathway - overcomes the peril of hatred.

- Life provides the strength to walk the pathway - overcomes the peril of death.
THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN
Book Number:  63 
Author:  The Apostle John
Chapters:  1 




Verses:  13                      



Words: 303

Key Word(s):  "Truth" (5 x's), "Love" (4 x's), "Doctrine" (3 x's) 
Key Verse(s):  v. 1, 2; v. 3; v. 9, 10
Key Subject(s):  The balance between love and truth 
Key Personalities: "The elect lady and her children"
NOTE:  This letter is God's inspired tribute to womanhood, wifehood and motherhood. 
People Addressed:  A mother and her children. 
Problems Addressed:  The danger of sacrificing truth and doctrine for fellowship.
NOTE:  I John majored on fellowship. Here John shows that we need to guard against fellowship to the neglect of truth and sound doctrine.
Outline of the Book:
"The Balance Between Truth & Love"
     I. The Path: Walk in love v. 1-6 (Practical) 
    II. The Peril: Watch for error v. 7-13 (Doctrinal)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as God in the Flesh (v. 7-10)
Applications & Comments:

- This is the only book in the Bible addressed to a woman.
Ques.:  
What other books have women's names?  Ruth & Esther

What other book is a love story with a woman prominent?  Son of Solomon

What woman was a great leader in Israel for a time?  Deborah

What woman was responsible for the salvation of a whole town?  The women at the well of Samaria

What woman was the most wicked Queen in Israel?  Jezebel
- John doesn't mention his own name nor the woman's name; possibly to prevent Roman persecution or retaliation by Christ-rejecting gnostics.
- The writer is undoubtedly John and 8 of the 13 verses in II John are found in substance in I John.
- II John is the shortest book in the entire bible.
- It is possible that John had met this lady's children on one of his trips and was delighted to find them "walking in truth" 
(v. 4) and dropped this little note to their mother and as directed by the Holy Spirit, adds some important doctrinal teaching.
- The theme of the book is the balance between love and truth. 

Truth alone produces hardness and "legalism". 

Truth alone produces softness and liberalism.
- The subject of the book is the doctrine of the hypostatic union of the 2 natures of Christ. v. 7-11

The Jew denied Christ had come in the flesh.

The Gnostic denied Christ could come in the flesh.
NOTE:  Gnosticism was spreading with its denial that the Divine Spirit could come in material form. Today every cultist denies his essential deity, as does every liberal.
- Apparently because of the lady's generous and loving nature and her hospitality toward strangers, she was in danger of extending courtesies to enemies of Christ and the faith. v. 7-11
- There is a superficial sentimentalism today which recoils from John's words as uncharitable.  ("But do we castigate the doctor for being intolerant with disease? Ask any of his patients!" - Baxter)
- To fellowship with those who "abideth not in the doctrine of Christ" is a betrayal of our love to the Lord who bought us.
- We can never compromise on "the doctrine of Christ" - His real humanity and absolute Deity.
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN
Book Number:  64 
Author: John the Apostle 
Chapters:  1 




Verses:  14                      



Words:  299
NOTE:  This book has 4 less words than II John, the shortest book in the bible; but II John only has 13 verses, one short of III John's 14 verses.
Key Word(s);: "Truth" (7 x's), "The Church" (3 x's) 
Key Verse(s):  v. 1, 3, 4, 8, 12; 6, 9, 10 (v. 4)
Key Subject(s):  A stern warning against those who want the preeminence in the church.
Key Personalities:  Gaius, Diotrophes & Demetrius.
People Addressed:  Gaius and the church.
Problems Addressed:  To condemn, by name, Diotrophes.
NOTE:  The New Testament pattern is never to leave believers guessing as to who was being spoken of.  Names are used both positively and negatively. To state that "someone" is evil or wrong or a heretic in a church, is to place everyone under suspicion.  That "someone" must be identified.
Outline of the Book:
"In Memory of 3 Men"
     I. Commending Gaius' Activity: v. 1-8 
    II. Condemning Diotrophes' Arrogance: v. 9-11 
   III. Considering Demetrius' Allegiance: v. 12 
   Concl: v. 13, 14
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Personification of "the Truth".
Applications & Comments:

- In his second epistle John states that "the truth" is worth standing for; in III John, "the truth" is worth working for.
- Since Jesus is the embodiment of all truth and his Word is the written record of truth, whatever facet of the truth you resist, object to or fight against in his Word, you will dislike in Him also!  Opposition to the written Word is opposition to the living Word.
- "The truth" is a package. One satanic subtlety is to reject part of truth while championing another part.
- Truth is always counterbalanced. Error is the opposite of truth. Heresy is truth out-of-balance. Diotrophes was a heretic. He carried the truth of II John too far and "receiveth us not". (v. 9)
- II John shows us who to avoid (v. 10).  III John shows us who to receive (v. 8).
- III John is the only "third" epistle in the Bible.  It undoubtedly reveals special instructions for the last days for "the church".
- "The church" refers to a local church, but the application is to all churches for this age.
- Christian fellowship (Koinonia) is the common theme for all 3 of John's epistles. The 3 together reveals that our fellowship in "the church" must be based upon "the truth". We are not to fellowship with Christ-rejecters ("anti-christs"), unbelievers, or professed believers in doctrinal or practical error. (III John  "Diotrophes").
- In II John he cautions against welcoming "deceivers" (which should not have been done; and in III John he deals with the error of not receiving believers (which ought to be done).
- The epistle gives us a brief but excellent glimpse of church life at the close of the 1st century.
- Gaius is congratulated for his consistent walk (v. 4) and quiet service of extend​ing hospitality to Christian preachers.  (v. 5-8)
- Diotrophes, apparently an official in the local church, is condemned for his refusal to do as Gaius did and his inflated idea of his own importance.  (v. 9, 10) 
- Demetrius is commended for a blameless testimony and sound doctrine (v. 12).  This epistle reveals the beginning of arrogant and autocratic and domineering leadership which has been such a blight and blotch on the church's reputation and hindrance to its mission.  "Down with Diotrophes" is John's cry through the Spirit.
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THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF JUDE

Book Number:  65 
Author:  Jude 
NOTE:  This Jude was almost certainly the brother of James and ½ brother of Jesus (v. 1). The reason he doesn't mention his physical relationship with the Lore is twofold:

1. Perhaps he didn't want to capitalize upon that relationship to imply advantage.

2. Surely the resurrection severed all human and earthly ties to the Lord Jesus.
Chapters:  1 




Verses:  25                      



Words:  613
Key Word(s):  "Ungodly" (6 x's), "Faith" (2 x's)
Key Verse(s):  7, 15, 18; 3, 20
Key Subject(s):  Solemn warnings against apostasy
Key Personalities:  "Certain men..." v. 4 "These" (Apostates) v. 8, 10, 12, 16, 19
People Addressed:  A general letter to believers
Problems Addressed:  A bold characterization of apostates and their apostasy.
Outline of the Book:
"The Acts of The Apostates"
     I. The Problem of Apostasy:  1-4
    II. The Description of Apostasy:  4, 8, 10, 16, 19
   III. The Examples and Causes of Apostasy:  5, 7, 9, 11
   IV. The Metaphors of Apostasy:  12, 13
    V. The Judgment Upon Apostasy:  14, 15
   VI. The Safeguards Against Apostasy:  20-25
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the only Wise God, our Savior (v. 25)
Applications & Comments:

- Jude, like the other brothers of the Lord Jesus, was not a believer until after the resurrection (Jn. 7:3-8). They are in the upper room with their mother Mary just before Pentecost.  Acts 1:13, 14
- Jude was apparently married and was accompanied by his wife as he performed his evangelistic work.  I Cor. 9:5
- The beginning of the church age is described as the "Acts of the Apostles". The end of the church age, as described by Jude, could be called "The Acts of the Apostates".
- Jude is the only book in the Bible entirely devoted to the great apostasy of the last days before Christ returns.
- Jude and II Peter are very similar, but Peter places the apostasy in the future; Jude saw it as already present.
- Jude appeals to 3 groups of writings:

1. The Old Testament (Moses, Cain, Balaam, Core, Adam, Israel, Sodomites)

2. The New Testament (Jesus, James and the Apostles)

3. Apocryphal Books (Book of Enoch (v. 14); The Assumption of Moses (v. 9)
NOTE:  Jude's mention of passages from these non-canonical books only sanctions as true what is quoted or alluded to, not the entire works. Paul also quoted from non-inspired writings.
- Jude gives 8 examples of apostasy:

1.  Libertines: v. 4 (license)       
5. Cain: v. 11 (self-righteous)

2.  Israel: v. 5 (unbelief)

6. Balaam: v. 11 (greedy)

3.  Angels: v. 6 (disobedience)      
7. Core: v. 11 (presumptuous)

4.  Sodomites: v. 7 (lustful)       
8. Mockers: v. 12 ff (blasphemous)

- Jude speaks of 3 eternal things:

1. Chains: v. 6


2. Fire: v. 7


3. Life: v. 21
- Jude is fond of triplets:

v. 1 - Jude, servant, brother        
v. 5-7 - Fallen saints, sons, cities 

v. 1 - Sanctified; called, kept      
v. 11 - Cain, Balaam, Core 

v. 2 - Mercy, peace, love 

v. 11 - Gone, ran, perished 

v. 8 - Defile, despise, speak evil of
- Jude's references to fallen saints, sons of God and cities illustrate God's hatred for apostasy and the ultimate destruction of apostates. v. 5-7
- Jude's references to Cain, Balaam and Core illustrate the false doctrine of apostates: v. 11

1. Cain held false doctrine relating to salvation.

2. Balaam held false doctrine relating to separation.

3. Core held false doctrine relating to authority.
- Jude's metaphor's graphically illustrate the nature of the apostates: v. 12-16

- Dirty Spots 

- Raging waves

- Waterless clouds       
- Wandering stars

- Fruitless trees
· Jude closes with a wonderful Doxology in v. 24, 25. 
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THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

Book Number:  66 
Author: John the Apostle
NOTE:  The word revelation means an "unveiling". This book, to many seems the most mystifying in the Bible, is called a "Revelation"! It is the only Bible book which opens by promising a blessing on those who study it (1:3) and ends with a curse on those who add to or take from it.  (22:18, 19)
Chapters:  22 




Verses:  404                   



Words:  12,000
Key Word(s):  "Revelation", "Lamb" (2 7x's), "Seven" (15 x's)
Key Verse(s):  1:1; 13:8; 1:20
Key Subject(s): The kingdom and the King of Kings
Key Personalities:  Christ the Lamb, Antichrist, The Beast
People Addressed:  7 Churches in Asia Minor (1:4)
Problems Addressed:  Who will sit on the throne of God and who will finally govern whom?
Outline of the Book:
"... & In Conclusion"
     I. The Christ:  (1:9-20)  "Hast seen"
    II. The Church:  (2:1-3:22)  "Which are"
   III. The Consummation:  (4:1-22:5)  "Shall be"
   IV. The Conclusion:  (22:6-21)  "Come, Lord Jesus"
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Applications & Comments:
- John closes the Bible with a final "Revelation" given to him by God (1:1) while on the sterile rock called Patmos in the Aegean Sea (1:9), about 18 miles in circumference off the western coast of Asia Minor.
- He writes to 7 churches there (7 the number of perfection suggesting the entire church age).
- There are 4 basic views to the interpretation of Revelation:

1. Liberal View - It is pure fiction - no prophecy.

2. Allegorical View - A symbolic account of the conflict between good and evil.

3. Historical View - 1) Past History: Revelation already fulfilled in early church. 

                            2) Continuous History: Revelation a panorama of church history from the days of John through 
 
                                the end of church age.

4. Prophetical View - Sees the event of Ch. 4 ff as yet to be fulfilled. This view alone does justice to the book. The 
 
   danger in this view is that expressed as:  "If it is prophetic, it must be symbolic". Not so. Whenever symbols are 
 
   used their meaning is usually given elsewhere in the scriptures.
- Revelation is the only purely prophetic book in the New Testament, in contrast to 17 prophetical books in the Old Testament.

- One of the first revelations in the book is of Christ in the midst of his churches.  (1:10-18) Later he is revealed as a lion, a root, a lamb and as a warrior on a white horse.
NOTE:  "The robed figure represents the dignity, authority and splendor of the Risen Christ. The lion stands for his Kingly Power. The root indicates His Davidic descent.  The lamb recalls especially His sacrificial death. The warrior figure points forward to His final, complete defeat of all evil forces.  Each picture tells part of the truth about Christ." 
Opening the New Testament – Filson
- There are four "visions", or revelations, in the book designated by the phrase "in the Spirit" (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10): 

Locations:       



Vision;

Patmos 




Christ amidst His churches     
"Son of Man" 

Heaven          



Christ as the unwrathful lamb    
"Throne & Lamb" 

Wilderness       



Christ as King & Victor        
"Woman & Beast" 

Mountain        



Christ as Bridegroom in Glory   
"New Jerusalem"
- In Rev. 4:1, 2 heaven opens and someone goes up - the rapture.
- In Rev. 19:11 heaven opens and someone comes down - the revelation.
- Between chapters 4 and 19 we have the details of the 7-year tribulation period.
- The Lion of the tribe of Judah shows up in Rev. 5:5-7 and begins this period of worldwide judgment on earth for rejecting Him.
NOTE:  "John turned to behold a lion, but instead of a shaggy mane, gaping jaws and dreadful teeth, he saw - a lamb! Was there ever a more dramatic moment in the history of the universe?" Exploring Revelation - John Phillips
- Remember that the revelation is a consummation; it speaks of:


Perfect sinlessness: "There shall be no more curse" 

Perfect government: "The throne of God and the Lamb" 

Perfect service:  "His servants shall serve Him" 

Perfect vision: "They shall see His face" 

Perfect likeness:  "His Name in their foreheads" 

Perfect illumination:  "The Lord God giveth them light" 

Perfect blessedness: "They reign forever and ever"
- Genesis, the book of beginnings, ends with death (a coffin in Egypt);
- Revelation, the book of ending, closes with eternal life in the New Heavens and the New Earth.
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"PANORAMA OF THE BIBLE"

SUMMARY
Book Number:  66 Total
Author:  God
Chapters:  1,189 




Verses:  31,101               



Words:  791,328
Key Word(s):  "Sin", "Redemption", "Government", "Faith", "Blood", "Heaven", "Hell", "Kingdom"
Key Verse(s):  Rom. 3:23; Eph. 1:7; Is. 9:6; Eph. 2:8, 9; Heb. 9:22; Rev. 19:1; Rev. 20:14; Rev. 11:15
Key Subject(s):  (See "Key Words" above)
Key Personalities:  God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), Satan, Angels, Devils, Man
People Addressed:  Mankind, Israel, The Church
Problems Addressed:  (1) How can a Holy God and sinful man be reconciled?


      (2)  Who will rule over whom?
Outline of the Book:
"God's Plan for Man"
     I. Innocence (from creation to the fall): Adam 
    II. Conscience (from the fall to the flood): Cain 
   III. Human Govt. (from the flood to Babel): Noah 
   IV. Promise (from Babel to Egypt): Abraham
    V. Law (from Sinai to Calvary): Moses 
   VI. Church (from Pentecost to the Rapture): Christ 
  VII. Millennium (from the 2nd coming to the Great White Throne): Christ
 VIII. Eternity (from the Great White Throne and New Heavens & New Earth forever): Christ
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Alpha and the Omega
Applications & Comments:

- The Bible is one book consisting of 66 chapters (or "books") written by 40 different men, of various conditions and circumstances and occupations - from farmers and fishermen to kings and prophets - in 3 different languages spanning over 1,600 years and contains the Revelation of God on the condition of man both as to his past, present and future, without disagreement or contradiction, totally without error and with perfect unity as to its message.
- Two major themes run through the scriptures: Redemption and government.
Redemption:
- Man as a sinner has offended a Holy God. God has provided reconciliation through a substitutionary sacrifice - Himself - to satisfy justice and provide mercy. This plan is illustrated in type, symbol and picture through the substitionary animal sacrifices under the Levitical Priesthood. It is graphically pictured in the Old Testament and the tabernacle. The anti-type is Christ Himself.  Redemption is always on the basis of God's grace and is offered to man without coercion. God maintains his integrity and man retains his volition.

- The scarlet thread of redemption runs through the entire Bible.

+ As soon as man fell in the garden animals - innocent victims - were slain to cover his sin. 

+ Abraham had to offer Isaac on the altar and God said he would "provide himself a lamb" for sacrifice. 

+ Moses and the children of Israel had to kill the Passover lambs, and Christ became our Passover lamb at Calvary. 

+ The Aaronic Priesthood daily and annually slew lambs picturing the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, and sprinkled the 
blood on the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies. 

+ John the Baptist declared that Jesus was "The Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world" at his 
baptism.

+ Revelation closes the canon of Scripture with Christ as the wounded, wor​shipped and wrathful "Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world."
Government:
- Satan had a throne in heaven ("...my throne" Ezek. 28:13), but in his rebellion he lost his place in heaven and was cast out to earth.
- Adam had a crown (Heb. 2:6-8) and absolute authority over creation (Gen. 1:28)
- Noah, too, had this authority after the flood.  (Gen. 9:1, 2)
- Abraham is next in line to govern for God on the earth.  (Gen. 12:1-3) (cf. Is. 41:2 is this "righteous man from the east" Abraham?) He has a land, a title deed and promise which he passes on to Isaac and Jacob (A "Prince" of Israel!)
- Melchizedek shows up with dual Kingship as King of Salem (peace) - Kingdom of Heaven - "Peace on earth" - and King of Righteousness - Kingdom of God - Mt. 6:33 - (cf. Heb. 7:1-3), but he quickly disappears within 8 verses.
- Judah is given the sceptre to reign and establishes the kingly line for the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  (Gen. 49:8-12)
- Moses wears the crown next according to Deut. 33:5.  Under Moses reign a theocracy is set up.
- Joshua picks up the sceptre but reigns only briefly and the crown disappears for a period known as the Time of the Judges in Israel.  "In those days there was no King in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes." Judges 21:25
- Enter Saul "The people's choice." But his is from the wrong line and appears to be demon-possessed.  The head which wore the crown is decapitated.
- David is crowned and anointed and installed as God's choice for King over the Kingdom of Heaven.  David is the first man to hold the triple office of prophet, priest and king.
- Solomon ascends the royal throne and "blows it" by involving himself with women - domestic and foreign.  While David's sins are fleshly, Solomon's are also spiritual (idolatry!) and God seems more lenient with David's.
NOTE:  Now the kingdom is divided. Ten tribes called Israel begin a civil war with 2 tribes called Judah.  To trace the royal line, stick with Judah. The crown sits on many heads during this period: Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Ahaziah, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Johdiakim, Johoiachin, Zedekiah and then silence!  "Israel shall abide many days without a King!" Hosea 3:4  Jeremiah laments the situation in Lamentations 5:16 "The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned!" But Daniel declares "The God of Heaven (shall) set up a Kingdom, which shall never be destroyed ... and it shall stand forever".  Dan. 2:44
Daniel speaks of other Kingdoms prophetically: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome with the latter being a mixture ("Iron and Clay") of the temporal and religious. Enter the Roman Catholic Church.  "In his own diocese, each Bishop has the complete power of ruling his diocese, both in spiritual and temporal affairs, independently of his subjects (subjects!?). When he commands, makes laws, or judges, he does so with power given him by God.  Hence to obey him is to obey God!  This is why the Church is called the 'Kingdom of Christ!'"  (Taken from Is The Catholic Church A Menace To Democracy? cited by Peter S. Ruckman) Daniel says a great stone will smite Nebuchadnezzar's image and "break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever". (Dan. 2:44)

- Jesus Christ came wearing the crown for the Kingdom of God in his first advent.  He will wear the crown for the Kingdom of Heaven in his second advent.  (Is. 9:6, 7)  (cf. Lk. 4:6, 7) The Jews cried out in his first coming "We have no King but Caesar" and "We will not have this man to reign over us!" He came first as a Lamb.  He will come again as a Lion.  He will first regen​erate sinners.  He will come again to regenerate planet earth and the universe. He will be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.
At the end of His millennial reign, Satan is "loosed for a little season" and makes one last, final assault on the King, His Kingdom and His headquarters. But the battle is short-lived and over. In a matter of minutes "fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them."  (Rev. 20:9) In His reign everyone and everything is in its proper place:  The Jew is on earth in the Promised Land.  Is. 66 (Kingdom of Heaven.)  The Gentile is divided into 12 nations with a King over each nation, making monthly trips to the New Jerusalem through 12 gates.  (Rev. 21:24, 26) The Church is in the Heavenly City without a temple, with the Lord.  Rev. 21, 22  (Kingdom of God)
Read Ps. 8:3-5!
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"Panoranma of the Bible" Quiz
1. There are ____ books in the Old Testament.
2. There are ____ books in the New Testament.
3. The 2 major themes taught in the Bible are: 

A. Redemption & Confession 

B. Baptism & The Lord's Supper 

C. Redemption & Government 

D. Government & Sacrifice
4.  The Kingdom of God is a:


 A. Spiritual Kingdom 

 B. Physical Kingdom
5.  The Kingdom of Heaven is a: 

A.  Spiritual Kingdom 

B.  Physical Kingdom
6.  Fill in the blanks:
     Dispensations







Man's Name Associated









     with Dispensation
     I. ________________  
     (From creation to the fall) 






    II. ________________  
     (From the fall to the flood) 






   III. ________________       (From the flood to Babel) 





  

   IV. ________________  
     (From Babel to Egypt) 







    V. ______________   _ 
     (From Mt. Sinai to Mr. Calvary) 






   VI. ______________   _ 
     (From Pentecost to the Rapture) 




 
  VII. ______                   
     (From Revelation to the Great White Throne)





(Choices for dispensations above:  Millennium, Tribulation, Abraham, Innocence, Mosaic, Noahic, Conscience, Davidic, Human Govt., Promise, Edenic, Law, The Church, The Rapture)
(Choices for men's names above:  Moses, Adam, Eve, Enoch, Noah, Methuselah, Abraham, Cain, Abel, John the Baptist, Joseph Smith, Nimrod, D. L. Moody, Aaron, David, Pastor Fedena, Christ, Anti-Christ)
7. The central characters in the Bible are: 

A. The Holy Trinity, Satan, Man Angels 

B. Arch Angels, Cherubim, Seraphim, Angels, Demons 

C. The Beast, False Prophet, The Anti-Christ 

D. Adam, Moses, Abraham, David & Christ 

E. Joseph, Samuel, David & Samuel 

F. Saul, David, Solomon, Christ
8.  The 3 Great Kings of the Nation of Israel before the Divided Kingdom were: 

A. Melchisedek, Ahab & Balak 

B. Balaam, Balak, & Beelzebub 

C. Saul, David & Solomon 

D.The 3 wise men from the east
9.  What happened on these Bible mountains?:

1.  Mt. Horeb _____ 


A.  Christ Ascended

2. Mt. Sinai _____


B. Christ Tempted

3. Mt. Calvary _____ 


C. Christ Transfigured

4. Mt. of Transfiguration ____ 

D. Christ Crucified

5. Mt. of Temptation ______
 
E. The Law Given

6. Mt. Caramel ____ 


F. Abraham Offered Isaac

7. Mt. of Olives _____ 


G. Elijah vs. Baalite Prophets

10. What man penned the first 5 books of the Bible?

A. Abraham 

C. David                

E. Solomon 

B. Joseph                 

D. Moses                

F. Adam 
11. The Jew separated their Old Testament Bible into 3 sections: 

A.  The law, the Writings, the Prophets 

B.  The Pentateuch, Hexateuch, Apocrypha 

C.  The Psalms, the Law and the Epistles
12. The chronology of the Nation of Israel can be broadly outlined.  (Circle the letter that best represents the chronology)

A. The Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph), the Exodus (Moses, Aaron), the Conquest (Joshua, Caleb), the 
  
    Judges (Gideon, Samson, Deborah, etc.), United Kingdom (Saul, David, Solomon), Divided Kingdom (Jeroboam, 
 
    etc.; Rehoboam, etc.), Captivity (Daniel, etc.) Return to the Land (Ezra, Nehemiah, etc.) 

B. The Patriarchs, the Kings, the Leaders, the Judges, the Prophets, the

    Builders. 

C. The Religious Stage, the Warfare Stage, the Kingdom Stage, the Captivity Stage, the Return Stage.
13. The chronology of the New Testament can be broadly outlined. (Circle the letter that best represents that chronology) 

A. The Gospels, the Early Church, the Epistles, the Revelation 


B. The Cross, the Crown, the Crisis, and the Catastrophe. 

C. Crucifixion, Resurrection, Coronation, Crisis
14. The chronology of Christ's Earthly Ministry can be broadly outlined.  (Circle the letter that best represents that chronology)

A. Birth, childhood, baptism, preaching/teaching, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, 2nd coming. 

B. Birth, baptism, death, 2nd coming

C. Birth, Bible reading, prayer, soul-winning, ascension 
15. The original 12 Apostles were:

A. Peter, James, John, Barnabas, Silas, Apollos, Alexander, Bartholomew, Philip, Stephen, Titus, Timothy. 

B. Peter, James, John, Bartholomew, Luke, Judas, Matthias, Jude, Philemon, Titus, Timothy, Colossians. 

C. Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the Son of Alphaeus, Thaddeus, 
 
    Simon, Judas.

D. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Titus, Philemon, Philip, Stephen, Timothy, Barnabas, Silas, Philippians.

