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 “JESUS - THE HEALER”

TEXT:  Luke 7:22

INTRO:  A.  The writers of the New Testament didn’t specifically give this name to our Savior, but it is likely that He was called  “THE HEALER” by many of His day and if not actually called that was certainly famous for His supernatural ability to heal.

B. In the Old Testament The Lord was known as Jehovah-Rapha, the Lord Who heals but His healing was based upon the obedience of the children of Israel.

Ex. 15:26

26
  And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 


When Jesus ministered in Palestine, the Jews had forfeited their right to healing and bles-sing thru their disobedience.  Now the formula for healing had changed.  Jesus said: “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” (Mk. 9:23   Faith in Him and His power was always the New Testament prerequisite for healing (not necessarily the faith of the one being healed, e.g., the man let down thru the roof by four other men, whose faith Jesus commended).

TRANS:  We want to look at healing in Jesus’ ministry and extend some principles to believers today.  Is Jesus still “THE HEALER?”

I.  JESUS:  HEALER OF BROKEN BODIES:  
(HIS GLORIOUS POWER)

A.  Healing Then:   

Luke 4:38-40

38
  And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. 

39
  And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto them. 

40
  Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 

1.  Here are two accounts of healing in Jesus’ day; one private and one public.

2.  Faith in the first instance was initiated by the “they” in v.38
3.  Faith in the second instance was initiated by the “they” in v.40.
4.  In neither case was healing withheld on the basis of a lack of faith on the
part of those who were ailing.

ILLUS:  This is the opposite of what “faith healers” claim today!   They say if you don’t get healed it is because of your lack of faith.   What a spectacular scene this was:  the sun was setting, but another Sun was rising w/healing in His wings (Mal. 4:2). No shouting, no theatrics, no emotional displays, no one being “slain in the Spirit” or “dancing in the Spirit.”


There were no “misfires” - everyone who needed healing got healed!  His
healing was permanent; the people didn’t go home and have a relapse in 2 weeks!

5.  The purpose for Jesus’ healing ministry was so the Jews would believe He was the prophesied Messiah.

Acts 2:22

22
  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 

B.  Healing Today:

1.  Since Jesus has already been established as the Savior, He no longer has to prove Himself thru healing miracles.

2.  There is a marked absence of requests for healing in the New Testament epistles for disciples and Christians; the emphasis is on the spiritual not the physical.

3.  This does not eliminate healing thru medicine, physicians or direct answer to prayer, it simply places it in biblical perspective.

ILLUS:  God expects us to use every resource He has provided; physical and spiritual. A person who shuts himself in a dark room and says he wants God to reveal Himself to him by supernaturally making sun shine in the room, is a fool.  As someone said: “Let us not seek manna from heaven, if we can get bread from the bakery.”

4.  There is a passage in James 5 which speaks directly to spiritual means of
healing.

James 5:13-16

13
  Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 

14
  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

15
  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

16
  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervant prayer of a righteous man availath much.

a.  The “elders” (leaders, specifically pastors) are called for.  V.14

b.  They are called in for spiritual help (prayer) and physical help (anointing with oil).  v.14

ILLUS:  The word used for “anoint” here is not that used for a religious or ceremonial anointing (chrios), but the word used for medicinal or therapeutic anointing (aliepho). We ever speak of “anointing” a machine with oil,  neither can we use the symbolic  ceremonial term for this application of oil for the relief of physical pain.  The oil is not symbolic, it is simply medicinal.  The good Samaritan was not a doctor but he used oil to relieve the suffering of the one he found beaten and half dead on the road. Then oil was the universal remedy, today we use antibiotics, surgery, etc.  The context of the passage speaks of one who is sick as a result of personal sin.  V.v.15,16

II.  JESUS:  HEALER OF BROKEN HEARTS:


  (HIS GRACIOUS PURPOSE)

A.  Wounded Lives:

1.  In John 8:1-11 is the story of the healing of a broken life.

2.  In Jesus final statement to the woman taken in adultery are those wonder words: “Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more.”

3.  Obviously Jesus wanted her to concentrate more on her future than on her past failures.

B.  Wounded Consciences:

1.  Often people focus on their past sins and says they accept Christ’s forgiveness, but they live in misery because they haven’t forgiven themselves.

2.  When the Lord forgives, He forgets.

Micah 7:19

19
  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 

3.  Some seem to prefer misery to victory!

4.  Some seem to be intent on salvaging what God has buried.

III.  JESUS:  HEALER OF BROKEN HOMES:


 (HIS GREAT PLEASURE)

A.  Household Salvation:

Acts 16:14-15

14
  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 

15
  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 

1.  Jesus alone can put broken homes together again.

2.  He alone can reach into the home of an alcoholic, a homosexual, a drug abuser, etc. and save souls and restore relationships.

ILLUS:  An interesting thought is that members of Paul’s family may have been saved
while he was persecuting Christians.  We know that he had a sister in Jerusalem.

Acts 23:16

16
And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 



In Rom.16:17 Paul writes of  “Junia my kinsmen…who also were in Christ before me.”  If Junia was Paul’s sister she must have been dismayed when here brother was making havoc of the church and she would have undoubtedly prayed for his salvation.  What a thrill it must have been when she heard the good news that he got saved.

CONCL:  Jesus is THE HEALER of BROKEN BODIES, BROKEN HEARTS AND BROKEN HOMES.  He is none other than Jehovah-Rapha, “The Lord Who Healeth Thee.”

“JESUS: THE ROSE AND THE LILY”

TEXT:  Song of Solomon 2:1

INTRO:   A.  The time of flowers has come!  It’s spring!  The beautiful, bright colors of the season replace the drab, dark and dreary scene of winter!  The beautiful pastel dogwoods, the blazing bright azaleas, the colorful tulips and daffodils, the delicate lilies of the valley, the cheerful, smiling pansies, the heavily perfumed lilacs…

ILLUS:  Why flowers?  We understand fruit and vegetables, grains and herbs, but why flowers?  The only purpose for flowers is for the joy and delight of mankind.  What a loving God to give us flowers.  You can live without them, but to live with them is
delightful. We give them to loved ones at death to comfort, on special occasions to cheer, to express our love, affection and thoughtfulness.

Like the necessary plants, He is the promised Seed, and is the true Vine without which we would be dead, lifeless and fruitless, but He here likens Himself
to two common, but delightful flowers.  He says: “I am the rose of Sharon, and
the lily of the valleys.”  He doesn’t want us to just have life, but joy.  He wants us to not only have safety, but beauty; not only health but sweetness…

I.  THE PERFUME OF THE BLOSSOMS:  

A.   Abundant  Flowers: 

1.  The aroma of flowers is for the nose, but the beauty of flowers is for the eye.

2.  The two flowers mentioned are beautiful, though common.

QUOTE:  Spurgeon:  “Christ is as abundant as a common flower…Why do roses grow
in Sharon?  Why do lilies grow in the valleys?  Why to be plucked, of course!”
Christ is available to the smallest child.

3.  Among roses there are the floribunda and the grandiflora varieties, those which continue to produce flowers throughout the summer, spreading their beauty and fragrance all season.

B.  Fragrant Flowers:  

1.  Roses and lilies are some of the most fragrant of all the flowers.

2.  Someone has suggested that the lilies in the passage are really the oleander, one of the most fragrant of all flowers.

ILLUS:  On several of the Caribbean islands and on Bermuda you can smell the oleander every where you go.  As tourists we were constantly aware of the fragrance, but the natives ignored it or were oblivious to it!  How like Christians.  When first saved we are constantly and con-sciously aware of His presence, later we take Him for granted.

3.  Like the lily and the rose, Christ is called “the fairest among ten thousand,” and “the altogether lovely One.”

ILLUS:  The Bridegroom is a picture of the Savior here and it is interesting that He speaks of Himself in such terms of self-praise.  But as Sprugeon says:  “He will never fully be described unless he shall describe himself…no one else can do it as it
should be done…after all it is not (self) praise…Suppose the sun were to compare itself with a glow-worm, would that be praise?  Suppose an angel were to compare himself with an (egret), would that be praise.  And when my Lord and Master, whose eyes outshine the sun, and who is infinitely higher than the mightiest angels, compares Himself to a rose and a lily, is that praise?”

II.  THE PERSON OF THE  BRIDEGROOM:  

A.  “I am…”

1.  This of course is yet another and most basic names or titles of our Lord.

2.  Humans may use this phrase, but it is of short duration, for we are soon
gone; we might better say “I am not…”

3.  Jesus alone can claim the attributes of self-existence and immutability.

4.  Whatever He was, He is and whatever He has been to any of His children, He is or wants to be to us.

B.  “The rose…”

1.  The rose is the most beautiful and most pleasantly fragrant of all flowers.

2.  Spurgeon again said:  “Outside in your garden, the summer brings the roses; but within the enclosure of the heart, the roses and the lilies create the summer.”

ILLUS:  Smell is an interesting sense, to some extent mysterious.  We can more easily comprehend hearing and seeing, then smelling.  Invisible particles of certain substances touch sensitive membranes and our brain translates that into smell.  As the body has its nose, the soul has its spiritual nostril which can perceive the fragrance of our Savior; His truth, His influ- ence, His Words, His sweetness, as the Psalmist said of the Lord:  “All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces,  whereby they have made thee glad.”

3.  The rose is both the emblem of majesty and the emblem of love.

4.  Today roses have thorns, it wasn’t always so: it was the result of sin.

Gen. 3:17-18

17
  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

18
  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

C.   “The Lily…”

1.  In the spring we see the lilies of the valley bloom and smell their sweetness.

2.  In the winter we must only see flowers by faith, so too with the lilies in the valleys…”

ILLUS:  The lilies grow abundantly in the valleys!!!!   There is a sweetness in the valley that you never smell on the mountain top!  The Bible often speaks of sweet smelling savors which ascend into the nostrils of God.  Those are the valley experiences of believers.

III.  THE PRIVILEGE OF THE BRIDE:  

A.  Love For The Unlovely:

1.  When we reflect on all the beauty and loveliness of the Savior we are amazed that such Perfection would love such imperfection.  Cf. 1:6

2.  Why would this Rose or this Lily want to grow in our shabby, sinful hearts?

B.  Love For The Unworthy:

1.  Only the mercy and grace of our Savior could find beauty in a bride such as we.

ILLUS:  Every groom wants a pure, spotless, virgin to be his bride.  He longs for the day when she will be dressed in pure white and become his and his alone.  But we have been soiled, spoiled and spotted by the world, yet the lovely Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valleys desires to be our Bridegroom.

2.  In the text it is unbelievable that such a glorious King would seek the love of such a poor and lowly woman!

CONCL:  Yes, our Savior is the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the valleys.  The King of Kings has humbled Himself and seeks a Bride among the lowly, sinful, degraded sinners of earth.   We don’t know about His appearance, but we know that He will satisfy us when we “see Him as He is…”  




“Fair is the sunshine…Fairer still the moonlight…And all the twinkling starry host.      Jesus shines brighter;  Jesus shines purer….Than all the angels heaven can boast!” 

 “THE MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH”

TEXT:  Is. 9:6

INTRO:  A.  Our text is one of the most important and informative verses in the entire Old Testament relating to Israel’s Messiah.  It is so superlative in it’s teaching that it’s truths will engage scholars until the end of time.  The Holy Spirit, through Isaiah, gives the promised Messiah of Israel a quintuplet of names which go beyond mere identification.  Ivor Powell said:  “The magnitude and importance of his declaration beggars description…(&) present(s) truth beyond comprehension.”

B.  The names and titles of our Savior are important because they not only identify Him, but describe Him and His ministry. They give us an insight into His Person and reveal Him to be “THE MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH.”

TRANS:  The prophecy here contains important theological and prophetical truth which we will not explore.  Our purpose is to simply examine or mine some of the riches contained in this 5-fold name-description of our Savior.   As Dr. Steve Hays said last weekend at the men’s retreat, sometimes our goal in a message is simple to exalt our Savior, nothing more…

I.  HIS NAME IS “WONDERFUL”:

ILLUS:  The word means to excite wonder, to cause astonishment, amazing, extraordinary or incredible.

A.  Wonderful In His Person:

Col. 2:9-10

9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

10
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

1 John 3:2

2
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (not as He was!)

B.  Wonderful In His Preaching: 

John 7:46

46
 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

1.  The chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest Jesus, but they paused to listen to Him preach to His followers.

2.  They had no doubt arrested many others, but His preaching arrested them!

ILLUS:  His preaching changed lives, healed broken hearts and homes, gave back fathers to children, husbands to wives, reclaimed wasted lives and made men “new creatures.”  Crooked politicians restored stolen moneys, soiled prostitutes were cleansed and made respectable, foul mouthed fishermen became great leaders, “ignorant and unlearned men” confounded the most educated and respected religious leaders.

C.  Wonderful In His Power:  

John 21:25

25
 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 

ILLUS:  He said “all power” was given unto Him and His name is matchless in power.
Power to heal, cleanse, save and take souls to heaven.

Acts 3:6

6
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 

1 Cor. 6:11

11   And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

II.  HIS NAME IS “COUNSELLOR”:

NOTE:  In the NIV the two separate names are joined to read: “Wonderful Counsellor” thus reducing the quintuplet of names to a quartet.  Neither the Hebrew nor any other version or perversion of Scripture makes this blunder.

ILLUS:  The word may mean “one who offers advice” or “one who prosecutes or defends.”  Perhaps both meanings apply here.

A.  The Compassionate Counselor:  Cf.Jn.8:1-9

1.  He was not stampeded into making into making rash suggestions nor pushed into making wrong decisions.

2.  His counsel is known worldwide:  “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”

B.  The Complete Counselor:  

Heb. 7:25

25
  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

QUOTE:  Ivor Powell:  “Christ is our legal counselor in the highest court in the universe.  He never charges for His services:  He never refuses to accept a client.  It is stimulating to know He has never lost a case!”

III.  HIS NAME IS “THE MIGHTY GOD”:

ILLUS:  In a day of rampant idolatry in Israel Isaiah says that the coming Messiah will be THE Mighty God!

A.  The Suggestiveness Of The Name:

1.  It implies that Jehovah Himself would come to earth in the form of a child, i.e., take on human form.

2.  Isaiah is saying that this One will be none other than the Mighty God of
Israel, with all His omni-potent power and greatness; the Creator become man,
the miracle working God of Moses become flesh.

B.  The Serenity Of The Name:

1.  As The Mighty God He would have power over Satan, the world, disease and even death.

2.  There would be nothing too hard for Him!

Jer. 32:27

27
  Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

IV.  HIS NAME IS “THE EVERLASTING FATHER”:

A.  The Startling Description:  

1.  How can the Son be called the Father?!

a.  He is the second Person of the Trinity, so His essence is God.

b.  God is One, so the Son is just as much God as the Father.

c.  The term “Everlasting Father” stresses His relationship to time, more
than His rel-ationship to the other Members of the trinity.

2.  The function of a “father” is to plan, provide, protect and produce offspring and the Messiah would do all of these things.

3.  What Jehovah had been to Israel, Jesus would be to His people!

B.  The Savior’s Declarations:

John 14:8-11

8
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

9
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

10
  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

11
  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 

John 10:30

30 
I and my Father are one. 

V.  HIS NAME IS “THE PRINCE OF PEACE:”

NOTE:  Someone has correctly stated that peace is the world’s most elusive treasure.

A.  He Reconciled Enemies.

Acts 9:1

1
And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

Acts 9:26-28

26
  And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27
  But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28
  And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.

B.  He Changed Natures:

ILLUS:  The maniac of Gadara was never at rest till He met the Prince of Peace.

Luke 8:35


35
Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

C.  He Subdues Nations;

1.  The greatest nations on earth were made that way by the Prince of Peace.

2.  America herself was made great because of Him.

3.  Nations which reject Him lose peace and favored nations status with God.

4.  Ultimately He will rule all earthly Kingdoms and their will be the long awaited and promised “peace on earth.”

CONCL:  Oh, the wonderful names of our “MAGNIFICENT MESSIAH” the Lord
Jesus Christ:  “Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!”
 “A ROOT, A RULER, A ROCK”

TEXT:  Isaiah 11:10

INTRO:  A.  Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet) - and everything in between!  He is the Altogether Lovely One and the Omnipotent and Omnicient One.  He is the Lamb of God and the Lord of Glory.  He has hundreds of Names and Titles given to Him in the Scriptures, and many more given to Him by His saints who have found Him able to be whatever they need.  He is their food: Milk, Manna and Meat!  He is their Physician: Obstetrician, Pediatrician, General Practitioner and the Specialist in Geriatrics.  He is their Psychologist, Psychiatrist and Psychoanalyst.   And as we will see in Isaiah, He is “A ROOT, A RULER AND A ROCK!”

The Names and Titles of Christ are not just designations or descriptions, they are detailed depictions of Who and What He is and wants to be to His children. While these Titles are found in the Old Testament, they are prophetic of our Savior in the New Testament  They are jewels scattered in the treasury of the Old Testament to give glimpses of our Savior as that treasure chest is opened in the New Testament  They tell us much of Him…

1 A ROOT:  

Is. 11:10 

10
  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

Rom. 15:12

12  And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. 

A.  Speaks Of Origins:

Is. 53:2

2
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

1.  The root is the source of  life and energy which causes the tree to grow and
which sustains it.  

2.  Christ’s roots were in Jesse, David’s father; humanly speaking He came
out of Jesse’s loins and will sit on David’s throne.

3.  The Kingdom of Israel was established under David; Saul was the people’s
choice and a failure.

Rev. 22:16

16
  I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

B.  Speaks Of Life:

1.  Without the root there is no fruit and the tree dies.

Prov. 12:12

12
The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

2.  Symbolically, the root speaks of nations which either are established or dispossessed.  (cf. the cedars of Lebanon in 10:34 with 11:1)

ILLUS:  Israel was like the nations around them in that they became idolatrous and
would be dispossessed or cut down.  But out of that “stump” would come a “rod” or Branch from the “roots” of Jesse!   This prophecy was a bright light of promise for a broken nation of idolaters.

B.  Speaks Of Strength:

Prov.12:3

3
A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved. 

Rev. 5:5

5
And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

1.  Out of this Root would grow a tall tree or “ensign” or banner to which all the nations of the earth would rally, ultimately.  cf. v.12

2.  In a time of extreme nationalism, the Lord gives a promise that all the nations of earth would benefit & find “rest” under the ensign of this Savior.

II.  A RULER:

Is. 24:23

23
  Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. 

A.  The King Revealed:

Rev. 1:5

5
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

1.  In the text above, the past, present and future ministries of this King are revealed:  He was the “faithful witness” on earth when He preached, the Redeemer when He “washed us from our sins in His own blood,” and is the coming “Prince of the Kings of the earth” in His Millennial reign.

2.  He is revealed to be a unique King among the Princes of earth.

QUOTE:  “No Pharoah of Egypt, no king of babylon, no emperor of Persia, no philosopher of Greece, no Caesar of Rome, no sultan of Turkey, no caliph of Arabia, no czar of Russian, no kaiser or fuerer of Germany, no Napoleon of France ever had a new lamb hung in the sky to mark his never-to-be-forgotten entry into this world.”

 Dr. Chas. J. Rolls

B.  The Prince Rising:  

1 Tim. 1:17

17
  Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

1.  Some kings were great, others were failures and all of them died!

2.  This King alone had died and was risen and will live forever;  He alone is immortal!

C.  The King Reigning:  

1.  For Him to reign, He must first return to earth!

2.  Check the context as to the reign of this King.  v. 2-9

3.  He will not only reign, He will remain forever as King.

Luke 1:33

33
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

III.  A ROCK:  

Is. 28:16

16
 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 


A.    A Supporting Stone:

ILLUS:  Jewish readers of Isaiah would surely think of the foundation stones of the
Old Test-ament Temple, which were huge!  The Temple had to rest upon a solid and super strong foundation.  It was situated on the crest of a hill and without solid foundation stones it would have crumbled into the valley below.   Even with these huge foundation stones the Temple would ultimately succumb to the ravages of time, circumstances and enemies.  The New Testament writers spoke of a building which could never be destroyed, built upon the “stone which the builders rejected”…the chief Cornerstone, our Savior!

Eph. 2:19-22

19
  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 

20
  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22
  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

ILLUS:  Well might believers sing “On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand…”

B.   A Sheltering Stone:

Ps. 9:9



9
The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. 

Ps. 46:1

1
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Deut. 32:31

31
  For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges. 

Deut. 32:37

37   And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, 

1.  Do you need a shelter tonight?  Come to the Rock who is higher than I.

2.  Do you need refuge tonight?   Come to the Cornerstone and Foundation of our salvation, Who alone can comfort.

ILLUS:  Truly do believers sing:  



“The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide; A Shelter in the time of storm Secure whatever ill betide,  A Shelter in the time of storm.



  Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land…



  Yes, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, A Shelter in the time of storm.

CONCL:  Yes, He is our Rock, our Root and our coming Ruler!  Praise Him!!!

“THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON”

TEXT: John 1:18

THESIS:  A.  Five times Jesus is referred to in the N.T. as “THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.”  The Greek words are “monogenes theos” or “God, the unique One,”
i.e., that Jesus is so uniquely God’s Son that they share the same nature.

Early in Church history the concept that a son is less than his father surfaced; thus that Jesus was somehow less than God.  Also that if He were the Son, unlike God, He had to have a beginning.   So it was taught that God existed before “the Son,” and consequently was greater than He.  People ignored the fact that a son may be greater than his father. A son may have more education, money ability and even experience than his father ever possessed.  A man is called a “son” not because he is less than his father but rather to show that he is of the same essence, that he belongs to the same family.  Jesus is uniquely God’s Son in that He is of the same essence and nature as God!   But He is also seen in the Scriptures as:

I.  THE SON OF A CARPENTER:  Mark 6:1-3

A.  Why A Carpenter?

ILLUS:  No doubt the citizens of Nazareth had a hard time associating a common laborer with royalty, let alone Deity!  When Jesus handled the timbers in Joseph’s carpenter’s shop, was He aware that He created the trees? Was He aware as a boy that He wrote the blueprint for universe?   Did He sense that He knew far more than the man who taught Him the carpenter’s skills? Would not Satan use trying circumstances there to irritate Him, thus tempting Him to sin?  (“You charge too much!”)

1.  Why not a shepherd?  (He is the Good Shepherd)

2.  Why not a fisherman?  (He trained “fishers of men”)

3.  Why not a physician?  (He is the Great Physician)

ILLUS:  He not only heals diseases, but He even deals with cases after the undertaker is finished.

B.  A Carpenter Is A Builder:

1.  He built the universe.

2.  He built the Bible.

3.  He builds Christians.  I Cor. 3:11

4.  He builds the Church.  Mt.16:18

5.  He is building mansions and a City.  John 14:1-6

ILLUS:  Wouldn’t it be foolish to not trust your life into the hands of the Master
Builder?

II.  THE SON OF A VIRGIN:  Mark 6:3

A.  The Unkind Disdain:  (text)

1.  No doubt when Mary and Joseph returned from Egypt to Nazareth, tongues wagged and rumors were rampant.

2.  It is no wonder then that those who had done business with Jesus in the Carpenter’s shop were filled with disdain toward Jesus of Nazareth Who now rose in the synagogue to teach the Scriptures.

B.  The Unusual Disclosure:    “She was…with child of the Holy Ghost”

Matt. 1:22-23

22
  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

23
  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

1.  She was conceived in the virgin’s womb by the Holy Ghost.

2.  She was the vehicle the Holy Ghost used as the repository of His Seed.

3.  She was the agent God used to fulfill the Scripture.

C.  The Unsurpassed Discernment:

John 2:5

5
His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 

1.  How did Mary know Jesus could perform this miracle?  It was His first!

2.  No doubt she looked back to the time of His birth from her womb when she “pondered (all these things) in her heart.”

ILLUS:  The childhood, youth and young manhood of Jesus is a fascinating thing to
ponder.  So little is recorded, so we know so little.  But Mary no doubt made mental notes about how obedient He was, how quick to learn He was, how kind, forgiving, sweet and loving He was and how different He was from His brothers and sisters.  (Perhaps the reason His brothers and sisters didn’t get saved till so late was because of jealousy on their part?) His simple humanity and questionable birth no doubt led to…

D.  Unfortunate Doubting:  “…He is beside Himself”  Mark 3:21

III.  THE SON OF GOD:

A.  His Glory:  

Heb. 1:3

3
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

2 Pet. 1:16

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

1.  One major event revealed to Peter, James and John that He was more than
 the son of a car-penter (adopted), more than the son of a virgin (a supernat
ural birth), He shared the very nature of His heavenly Father and was the Seed of the Holy Ghost!

2.  He not only shared the nature of God but all His attributes (with the exception of His majesty and external glory).

B.  His Greatness:

Col. 1:18-19

18
 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

19
  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 

1.  A trusted son often becomes the executor of his father’s will.

2.  Jesus will one day take back that which was lost in the fall of man and reign over all His creation.

C.  His Gratification:  

Heb.12:2

2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

1.  His greatest satisfaction is buying back (redeeming) that which was lost in humanity’s sin and Satan’s rebellion.

2.  Thank God the redemption of the Son of God is greater than the rebellion of the sons of God!

CONCL:  Yes, He is Joseph’s son by adoption and Mary’s son thru human birth, but He is uniquely God’s Son because He shares the nature and attributes of His Father!  He
is the Son Of A Carpenter, the Son Of A Virgin, but He is “THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON” of Almighty God!

“THE MAN WITH MANY NAMES”

TEXT:  John 1:1; Rev. 19:13

INTRO:  A.  Most people have 3 names; first, middle and last.  My son Dean has 4 and
his sons have 5 and 6 respectively!  But there is no doubt that Jesus our Savior has the most names of anyone who ever lived!  He indeed is “THE MAN WITH MANY
NAMES.”   One book I have gives some 80 names and titles for our Lord.  There are 
no doubt many more.  His names are like the many glistening facets of a diamond.

Tonight we want to deal with 2 of the most familiar names of Christ and
then one unusual and somewhat obscure, but most revealing, name of His.

I.  THE WORD OF GOD:

NOTE:  Of all the New Testament writers only the beloved Apostle John uses this Name for our Savior.  He did so in His Gospel, in His epistles and in the Revelation.  It appears to be his favorite name for the Christ.  Why?  Perhaps because he wanted to let us know that when God the Father wanted to express Himself, He did so thru Christ the Word.  Unless a person expresses himself with words, he remains inscrutable, mysterious, misunderstood or at least detached.  So too God would have remained
beyond human comprehension apart from His Son, His Word.  God found a way to
express Himself.  Jesus is the vehicle of communication between Himself and us.

Heb. 1:1-2  

1
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

2
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 

A.  …In History:  Jn.1:1

1.  John, by using this Name reveals that God has spoken to us in a comprehensible way in His Son, the Word.

2.  John never changed his opinion, for years later, speaking of Christ, said,
 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard…declare we unto you…”  1 John 1:1,3

3.  John believed that when he listened to Jesus, he heard the voice of God,
Jesus was the expressed eloquence and wisdom of Almighty God.

B.  …In Heaven:

1.  When Jesus returned to the Father the Word expressed Himself in a different manner.

a.  As He had expressed God to men, now He would express human needs and desires to His Father in our behalf.

b.  As He had represented God on earth to men, now He would represent men to His Father in heaven.

c.  As He was the great Prophet on earth to men, now He would become the great High Priest of God for men in heaven.

d.  As He was God’s Word to us on earth, He became our Word to God in heaven.

ILLUS:  There are times when we hardly know how to pray, but the risen Savior becomes our Spokesman before the throne of God: “He ever liveth to make interces
sion for us…” Heb. 7:25

C.  …In the Hereafter:  Rev. 19:11-13

1.  John used superlative titles and names for Christ in the Revelation: Faithful and True…King of Kings and Lord of Lords, etc.

2.  But to John He will ever be the Word, even when He returns in all His majesty, glory, might and power.

II.  THE LAMB OF GOD:  

NOTE:  John the Apostle called Him THE WORD OF GOD;  John the Baptist called Him THE LAMB OF GOD!  This is probably the most loved and expressive Names
given to our Savior and it speaks of His redemption.

A.  Speaks Of Sacrifice:  Jn.1:29

1.  The startled disciples of John would have no confusion over the implication
 of this Name.

2.  For centuries they had seen the blood of the lambs offered on the altar in the Tab-ernacle and Temple and heard their sorrowful cries as they became their sin bearers and sinless substitutes.

1 Pet. 1:18-19 

18
  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 

19   But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

B.  Speaks Of Sustenance:  

1.  Again John’s disciples knew that the lambs slain on the altar were partly for atone-ment for sin to Jehovah, but also that they became sustenance for the
sons of Aaron …food for the priests.

2.  Jesus’ sacrifice was linked w/the Passover Lamb at the Last Supper and He
 said: My flesh is meat indeed and my blood is drink indeed” (John  6:55); but to make sure they didn’t misunderstand He added “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:  the words that I speak unto you, they are
spirit and they are life.  (John 6:63).

3.  The Lamb will continue to be our source of spirit-ual sustenance in eternity
“for the Lamb … shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living foun-tains of
waters…”  Rev. 7:17

C.  Speaks Of Service:  

1.  Lev. 13:47 speaks of the woolen garments of the leper!

2.  Wool comes from sheep and Is.61:10 tells of the “garments of salvation” which the Lord provides as a gift to believers.

CHORUS:  “When He shall come with trumpet sound - Oh, may I then in Him be found: Clothed in His righteousness alone,  Faultless to stand before the throne!”

III.  THE HOLY ONE OF GOD:    Mark 1:21-24

NOTE:  It was John the Apostle who called Him THE WORD OF GOD, and John the Baptist who called Him THE LAMB OF GOD, but it was a demoniac who called Him THE HOLY ONE OF GOD, in fact it wasn’t the man, but the demon who indwelt him who named the Savior thus…

A.  Significant Testimony:

ILLUS:  Jesus went to “church” and began to teach the Bible.  There was also a demon  possessed man there (yes, demoniacs show up at church!) and he begins to disrupt the
service.

1.  Here was a testimony as to Jesus credentials coming from one who would surely know; since demons possessed knowledge which went back to the beginning of time.

2.  The demon(s) specifically identify Christ as “the Holy One of God” and make
to make certain there is no other “Jesus” being spoken of He is identified as“ Jesus of Nazareth.”

B.  Sustained Testimony:

1.  This startling testimony, arising from evil spirits, was not a “once in a lifetime” experience; but rather the ongoing testimony throughout Scripture.

2.  While men criticized, doubted and even blasphemed the Savior, the evil spirits never denied His Deity.

ILLUS:  On one occasion some religious quacks tried to cast out some demons, but they cried out “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?”  (Acts 19:13-16) Then the demon possessed man attacked them and they fled naked and wounded and the
Bible says “the Name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.”  (Acts 19:17)  Demons are obviously smarter and more spiritual than men at times!

C.  Sad Testimony:  Cf. Mt. 8:28,29

1.  While the demons recognize the Deity of our Savior there is no hope of redemption for them.

2.  Language cannot describe the eternal tragedy of being eternally banished from the presence and glory of God.

3.  Their decision, eons ago, to rebel against their Creator, is irrevocable; and they know it!

CONCL:  THE WORD OF GOD, THE LAMB OF GOD AND THE HOLY ONE OF GOD are just some of the names and titles of “THE MAN WITH MANY NAMES” – our wonderful Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!  How you know Him determines your eternal destiny and your future fellowship and service.

“SIR, WE WOULD SEE JESUS”

TEXT:  John 12:21

INTRO:  A.  Jesus’ popularity was at an all time high.  He had raised Lazarus from the dead and He had marched triumphantly into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  The crowds included some Greeks who were Jewish proselytes coming to worship in the city for the Passover.  They found Philip, known to be a disciple, and asked him:
“SIR, WE WOULD SEE JESUS.”


My whole purpose for this series of lessons is just that, to show you Jesus thru His names and titles.  Tonight we will look at three more titles.  These have to do
as much with His work as with His Person…

I.  THE PREACHER:   

Luke 4:18-19

18
  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

19
  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

ILLUS:  The human race has heard many preachers.  Some highly educated, with great wisdom, like Solomon; others very humble, like Amos the farmer.  Peter and others of the disciples were simple fishermen, whereas Paul was a great scholar.
Martin Luther was a monk;  William  Carey was a shoemaker;  David Livingstone
a young, self-taught boy from a poor home in Scotland.  But the greatest Preacher
of all was our Savior!

A.  His Communion:

Mark 1:35

35
  And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. 

1.  Because of the demands of His ministry He needed the strength of communion with His heavenly Father.

2.  Like all really great preachers, He spent time with God before He faced the people to preached; He looked into God’s face before looking into the faces of the people.

B.  His Conviction:

1.  He believed wholeheartedly in the ministry and message He preached.

2.  He had an unswerving loyalty to God’s Word and thus He spake “as one having authority and not as the scribes…”  Mt. 7:29

C.  His Commonality:

1.  He spoke in the common language of the people, not in theological terms.

2.  His illustrations came from everyday life and the people related to them (trees, seeds, fishing, vineyards, sheep, etc.)

ILLUS:  “Behold a sower went forth to sow…”  “Consider the lilies of the field…”
“Behold the fowls of the air…”  “Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit…”  The
foxes have holes…  “The K. of H. is like a net cast into the sea…”  Yet with all His simplicity there was great profundity; so much so that men have filled libraries
filled with the lessons He preached and taught and have yet to plumb the depths of His
messages and truths.

D.  His Consecration:  

1.  Jesus had only one motive, to please His heavenly Father.

2.  The Bible never speaks of Jesus being filled with the Spirit;  He was always
full and  it is not possible to fill a vessel that is already overflowing.

E.  His Courage:  

1.  He was a fearless Preacher: He had more enemies than friends, yet never com-promised.

2.  Courage arises out of conviction that you are right; He was always right.

II.  THE TEACHER:  

John 3:2

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

A.  By Exemplary Practice:  

Luke 11:1

1
And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 

ILLUS:  All Jews prayed daily, but when Jesus’ disciples watched and listened to His prayers they saw something different.  It wasn’t just formal praying but a personal communication - with results!   They wanted to learn from Him.

1.  Jesus was no doubt the Greatest Teacher, but His teaching was effective not because He was the Son of God, but because He believed and practiced what He taught.

2.  The power in all effective teaching is enhanced if the teacher is teaching by
personal conviction and personal example.

B.  Expository Preaching:

John 3:14-15

14
  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

15
  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

John 6:48-50

48
  I am that bread of life. 

49
  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 

50
  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

1.  Jesus used God’s Word when teaching/preaching and proceeded to expound it.

2.  A sermon w/out the Bible is only an eloquent essay.

ILLUS:  There is a place for topical preaching, but there is no substitute for the exposition of God’s Word!   Paul told Timothy “Preach the Word…” not his ideas about
a given subject.

B.  By Enlightening Parables:  

Matt 13:3a

3
And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying…

1.  Jesus was the Master Storyteller.  He used common things as vehicles to communicate truth and impart wisdom.

2.  His stories were like windows in a housed; they admitted light.

3.  When He explained that God was like the father of the Prodigal Son, He
presented the Lord in a much more personal way than most men had ever
thought of Him, so that they said “Never man spake like this man.”  John 7:46

TRANS:  I am proud to be identified with the Savior as a Preacher/Teacher.  He enabled
both professions.  I am glad He called me to emulate Him in these two capacities.


But He didn’t leave everyone else out because He was also known as…

III.  THE WORKER:  

John 5:36

36
 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

A.   His Constant Desire:  (To Please His Master)

John 8:28-29

28
  Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

29
  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

1.  The proper motivation for every worker ought to be to please His employer.

2.  As believers we too work for the Lord and need to strive to please Him.

B.  His Continuing Duty:  (To Work The Master Plan)

John 5:36 

36
 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

C.  His Consummate Delight: (To Behold His Completed Work)

John 19:30

          It is finished:…

Heb. 10:12-13

12
  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

13
  From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 

1.  Workers are paid to complete projects and their success or failure is determined on that basis.

2.  The Master Workman completed His assignment and His achievement won for Him the approval of the Father, the praise of angels and the gratitude of every redeemed man and woman over the ages.

CONCL:  To really “see Jesus” you must look at His ministry as Preacher, Teacher and Worker.  Only then will you comprehend how He is distinct from all others.  Only then will you be able to measure this unique Man of God.  It is what He did, not just
what He said that separates Him from all others.

“JESUS IS ALL THE WORLD TO ME”

TEXT:  1 Pet. 2:25

INTRO:  A.  We sing the hymn “JESUS IS ALL THE WORLD TO ME” but it is doubtful that any of us have a full grasp of all that He wants to be to us!  His Names and Titles in the Bible suggest all that He is and by extension, all that He wants to be to each of us.

Tonight we will look at 3 more titles or names of our Savior in an attempt to see more of Who He is, what He does and what He desires to be to us as His
disciples…

I.  THE BISHOP:  1 Pet. 2:25

A.  His Relationship To His Workers:

1.  The Greek word “episkopon” is translated “Bishop” here and means an official who oversees his workers;  that’s one of His duties to believers.

2.  The Greek word “poimon” is translated “shepherd” here and means pastor.

a.  The Bishop oversees His workers and all they do and keeps a record for possible promotions and rewards.  The Pastor or shepherd cares for the flock, guards it and provides for it.

ILLUS:  The text refers to believers as sheep who have gone astray.  He knows when
His workers have become shirkers.  He knows when believers backslide. The Bishop has the authority and power to discipline His workers.   Workers who are busy doing their jobs do not fear the power and authority of the Superintendent!

B.  His Reward For His Workers:

1.  The superior or “boss” has the ability to discipline or demote a worker.

2.  He also has the authority to reward or promote a worker.

Luke 14:14

14
  And thou shalt be blessed;…for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

Heb. 6:10

10  For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

II.  THE BRIGHT  MORNING STAR:  Rev. 22:16

A.  God’s Sign In The Sky:

1.  Astronomers and shepherds often watched the skies and knew well the constellations and outstanding signs in the heavens.

2.  They were aware of the “bright and morning star” i.e., a planet that remains visible after sunrise.

2 Pet. 1:19

19
  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

3.  When the other stars faded before the splendor of the dawn, the morning star seemed to be at its brightest and best as it announced the end of darkness and the birth of a new day.

B.  God’s Son In The Scriptures:

1.  This is a Name Christ gave to Himself.  Rev. 22:16

2.  The appearance of the Savior proclaimed that the long, dark night of superstition was ending and the birth of the Church was beginning.

3.  In the context of the text it announces that the darkness of the Tribulation and the termination of even the Millennial earth was ended and a new day had dawned in which righteousness would reign.

C.  God’s Song In The Soul:

1.  Believers who trust in that “Bright and Morning Star” know that in the darkest times in their lives the brightness of His blessing is not far away.

2.  Those who walk thru the darkness of the “valley of the shadow of death” know that the Bright and Morning Star will soon be their portion.

ILLUS:  Just yesterday as I conducted another funeral service, I watched and my heart wrenched as, after the message, family and friends walked by the casket to “pay their last respects” to the deceased.  I saw those without hope truly say their last goodbye.  But I saw believers say farewell to one they would see again because of the promise of the Bright and Morning Star.



“I’ve found a Friend in Jesus, He’s everything to me.

        He’s the fairest of 10,000 to my soul.  “The Lily of the Valley”



 In Him alone I see All I need to cleanse and make me fully whole.


  In sorrow He’s my comfort; In trouble He’s my stay,



He tells me every care on Him to roll; He’s the Lily of the Valley


 The “Bright and Morning Star,” He’s the fairest of 10,000 to my soul!”

II.  THE BRIDEGROOM:  Jn.3:29

A.  In Jewish Predictions:

1.  It was God Who inaugurated, sanctioned and blessed marriage; when He performed the first wedding in Eden.

2.  The marriage of Isaac supplied God’s blueprint for the later marriage of
Christ and His Bride the Church.

ILLUS:  As God took Eve out of the side of that first Adam, so He took the Church out of the wounded, bleeding side of the last Adam, our Savior. As Rebekah responded in love to the bridegroom she never saw, so it is with the Church and her Bridegroom. As God sent the servant into the far country to secure a bride for Isaac, so He has sent the Holy Spirit into the world to secure a bride for our heavenly Bridegroom.

B.  In John’s Preaching:

John 3:28-30

28
  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

29
  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

30
  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

1.  This is the first time in the N.T. Christ is given the title Bridegroom.

2.  John rejoiced that He was a personal friend of the Bridegroom.

3.  Saved Jews will be the friends and attendants at the wedding of the Bride (the Church) to the Bridegroom and will be guests at the great Marriage Sup
per of the Lamb.

C.  In Jehovah’s Presence:

Rev. 21:9b

     Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Rev. 19:7 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 

Rev. 19:9

9
And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

1.  Myriads of angels will sing at that wedding!

2.  Millions of saints will rejoice at that wedding!

3.  Many thousands of Old Testament and Tribulation Jews will delight at that wedding!

4.  But all the seats at that Wedding Feast must be reserved in advance!  Late comers or “party crashers” will never be admitted.  Cf. Mt. 22:1-12

CONCL:  Every believer should be able to sing “JESUS IS ALL THE WORLD TO ME” …my boss, my blessing and my Bridegroom!  (Hymn #100)
“’B’ IS FOR BLESSING!”

TEXT:  Zechariah 6:12

INTRO:  A.  Alphabetically speaking Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and end of the Greek alphabet, but He is also the “A to Z” of the English alphabet, i.e. He is every-thing we need Him to be.  The 3 names or titles we will examine are very diverse, as have been the other 24.  This speaks of the wonder of our Savior.  He is
like a many faceted diamond.  No study could plumb the depths of all He is.


B.  Many names in the Bible which start w/the letter “B” are negative: Baal, Babylon, Beezelbub, Balak, Baalam, Behemoth, Beast, Belial, etc.  But last week we considered 3 names or titles of Christ beginning w/”B” which were positive: Bishop, Bright and Morning Star and Bridegroom.  Tonight we will look at 3 more “B” names of Christ.  We will surely be able to say after this study: “’B’ IS FOR BLESSING!”  

I.  THE BRANCH:  

A.  Identified:  Zech.3:8; 6:12

1.  Few people have any interest in a branch;  but when the prophets of Israel began speaking of the coming Messiah as a “Branch” the people had to renew their interest in such a common name or title.

2.  Jeremiah, Zechariah and Isaiah all prophesied of the Messiah as the coming Branch; this title could not be ignored.

3.  God promised to bring forth “My servant, the BRANCH…”

a.  Each tree or vine produces a unique branch; the branches of a vine are not produced by an oak tree, etc.

b.  Since Messiah would be God’s BRANCH the same type of essential life existing in the Almighty would be expected to reside in His Divine off
spring

c.  It would be impossible to differentiate between the life of the tree and the branch;  either would express the other.

B.  Indispensable:

Is. 4:2

2
In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 

Is. 11:1

1
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

1.  Without branches a tree is helpless and useless.

2.  A branch is that which the tree uses to bear fruit.

3.  Isaiah said the coming Branch would be “beautiful and glorious.” 

4.  He also declared that that which appeared dead and lifeless would produce new growth which would be bountifully productive.

5.  The Lord would move upon the apparently dead roots of Jesse (David’s father, and from that ancient tribe would come the beautiful and glorious Mes
siah!

6.  The Messiah would be completely indispensable to everything attempted by the Almighty; the Branch alone could produce fruit in idolatrous Israel.

II.  THE BUILDER:   

Matt. 16:18 

18   And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

John 14:2

2
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

A.  The Master Plan:  

1.  God followed a master plan in creation.

John 1:3

3
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

2.    God followed a master plan in the human body.

Ps. 139:14-16 

14
  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. 

15
  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

16
  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. 

3.  God followed a master plan in the believer:

Eph. 1:4

4
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

Rom. 8:29a

29
 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,  

4.  God followed a master plan in redemption.

1 Pet. 2:5

5
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

Eph.2:22

22 
In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

5.  God followed a master plan in the church.

Eph. 3:3-6

3
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 

4
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 

5
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 

6
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 

Gal. 3:27-29

27
  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28
  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29
  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

1 Cor. 3:10

10
According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

III.  THE BREAD OF LIFE:  Jn.6:35

ILLUS:  The people who witnessed the feeding of the 5000 ignored or forgot the implications of the miracle, for they asked: “What sign showest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee?  What dost thou work?”  John 6:30  Jesus’ response was that as Israel, without the heaven sent manna would have perished, so , w/out Jesus, the Living  Bread from heaven, sinners will perish.

A.  Bread Is Universal:

1.  In its availability.

2.  In its appeal.

3.  In its necessity.

ILLUS:  Rich and poor alike need bread, it is available in every nation in some form and it has a universal appeal.

B.  It Is Unique:  

Ex. 16:12-14

12
  I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God. 

13
  And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 

14
  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

1.  There were no stores in the wilderness, but even if there had been, no merchant could sell what he did not possess;  God had to supply the manna.

2.  Fruit grows on trees, but bread has to be supplied.

3.  The nations of the world could never supply what starving sinners required.

4.  The Living Bread from heaven had to be supplied by God Himself.

John 6:58

58
This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 

C.  Bread Is Useless (Unless Eaten):

1.  Neglected, bread becomes stale and mold begins to grow.

2.  Israel was reminded of this when they tried to hoard the manna.

Ex. 16:20

20
Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them. 

3.  Admiring bread, or appreciating its nourishment is useless, unless you eat it.

4.  What is true of physical bread is true of the Bread of Life.

CONCL:  He is the indispensable Branch, the brilliant Master Builder and the life giving Bread of Life.  Yes indeed:  “’B’ IS FOR BLESSING!” when it comes to our Savior!

“THE GOD WHO WEEPS AND LAUGHS”

TEXT:  Isaiah 53:3

INTRO:   A.  I had a friend in seminary who decided never to laugh again, because he
said he couldn’t find any place in the Bible where Jesus laughed.  Surely the God Who created a puppy can laugh!  Or a giraffe!  Or an aardvark!  Or an armadillo! Or you!  Or Me!   The Bible says “a merry heart doeth good like medicine.

It is more difficult to me to comprehend how the God Who made the birds to sing, the brooks to babble, the butterflies to soar, the bees to buzz and the
black-eyed susans to bloom could become “the man of sorrows…”

I.  A MAN OF SORROWS:  Is.53:3

A.  Disappointed By His People:  Jn.1:11

1.  First by Adam in Eden.

ILLUS:  Suppose you were the Creator and made man and placed him in a perfect environ-ment, gave him a beautiful woman to share the beauties of Eden and the planet with, animals to enjoy, flowers to tend, fruit to eat, beautiful weather 365 days a year and
then he rebels against your benificence, bounty and blessing?!

2.   Then by Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, et.al.

3.   Then by Abraham’s seed.  John 1:11

4.   Then by the world at large. (text)

B.  Disfigured By His Pain:  Is. 52:14

1.  At Gethsemane:  

Luke 22:44

44
And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

2.  At Gabbatha:  (many died at the whipping post)

John 19:1

1
Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

John 19:13

13
  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

3.  Golgotha:

Is. 53:4-5

4
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

C.  Delighted By His Purpose:

Heb. 12:2

2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

TRANS:  Yes He was the “Man of sorrows” but in spite of the pain of rejection by His people, the disfigurement of His pain, we was delighted by His purpose:  “to seek and to save that which was lost.”  It was through Calvary that He became…

II.  THE HELPER:  

Heb. 13:6

6
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

Ps. 46:1

1
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

A.  A Compassionate Helper:

1.  David had known great grief, anguish of soul and disappointment from friends and family, but he wrote of the One who was his Helper!

2.  The writer of Hebrews (Paul?), also knew hardship, deprivation and sorrow and yet encouraged his readers to boldly proclaim “The Lord is my Helper.”

B.  A Constant Helper:  “a very present help…”

1.  We may have friends who would like to help, but don’t have the means to help or are too far away to help, or who lack compassion or - ?

2.  But we not only have a Helper who wants to help, but has the means to help and is always present to help!

C.  A Conditional Helper:  

Heb. 4:16

16
 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

1.  Help is readily available to the believer, and our Helper is accessible, but we need to access His help.

ILLUS:  IF you have money in the bank, it is as accessible to you as the nearest ATM machine or your checkbook!  But you have to “come boldly to the ATM machine, that ye may obtain cash and  find help in time of need!”

         “People who never walk the road of prayer never find jewels along the way.
Christians who never look up never see the stars.”

D.  A Confident Helper:

1.  His resources are limitless.

2.  His willingness is unquestioned.
3.  His promise is our guarantee.

Is. 41:10

10
  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

III.  THE OVERCOMER:  

Rev. 17:14

14
 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

NOTE:  This is a suggestive name, but it reflects now what He is but what He has
done.  With Him the future is a certainty.  We are on the winning side!  He is not only the future overcomer, but He has already overcome trials, conflicts, temptations
and hardship. He has also overcome Satan and sin on Calvary!

Heb. 4:15

15
 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

A.   He Overcame By Prayer:

1.   Most of our defeats are the result of our being too busy to pray!

2.
During our Lord’s earthly ministry, in spite of pressures, problems and                  people, our Savior found time to pray:  “in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.”  (Mk. 1:35)

B.  He Overcame By Scripture:

1.  When evil attacked Him, He remembered the words of His Father and used them to overcome temptation and the devil.

2.  Of His ministry we read time and again that what He did was “that the Scriptures might be fulfilled…”

3.  We can use the same resources He used to become overcomers.

Rev. 12:10-11

10
  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11
  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

CONCL:  Yes, our Savior was a “Man of sorrows” but He was also our Helper because He it the Overcomer!  He is “THE GOD WHO WEEPS & LAUGHS!”  He wept over rejection and disappointment but He overcame thru prayer, Scripture and His cross.  The Psalmist declares that one day “the Man of sorrows” will laugh!

Ps. 2:4

4
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

“THE SON WILL SHINE AGAIN!”

TEXT:  Luke 1:31-33

INTRO:  A.  We have already studied names or titles of our Savior which included the designation “son of…” e.g., “the son of a carpenter” - “the son of a virgin”- “the son of God.”  Our text refers to Him as “the Son of the Highest.” And it also speaks of Him as the One Who shall sit upon “the throne of His father David” or “the son of David.”

ILLUS:  The emphasis everywhere in the Scriptures is on the Son and His Father, NOT
His mother!  Newsweek 8/25/97 -  The cover story is titled “The Meaning of Mary
Inside the lead article is called “Hail, Mary” and says that the Pope has received petit-
ions with over 4 million signatures from 157 countries urging him to “exercise the power of papal infallibility to proclaim a new dogma of the RC faith: that the Virgin Mary is ‘Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix of All Graces and Advocate for the People of God…If the drive succeeds, Catholics would be obliged as a matter of faith to accept
all three extraordinary doctrines:  that Mary participates in the redemption achieved
by her son, and that all prayers and petitions from the faithful on earth must likewise flow through Mary, who then brings them to the attention of Jesus…(This) seems to contradict the basic New Testament belief that ‘there is one God and one mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus (sic).”  In place of the Holy Trinity, it would appear, there would be a kind of Holy Quartet, with Mary playing the roles of daughter of the Father mother of the Son and spouse of the Holy Spirit.”   (p.49)

But it is the Son, not His earthly Mother, whose names and titles we will
consider and exalt in this study.  It is true that He was the human son of a human woman named Mary, but she was merely the vehicle God used to create the flesh for
the God Who became man.  At the incarnation humanity was simply added to Deity. 
In no sense was Mary Theotokos or the God bearer or “Mother of God”!  Jesus in flesh was the son of a Jewess named Mary, just as He was “the son of David…”

I.  THE SON OF DAVID:  

ILLUS:  All Jews believed that the Messiah would come from the genealogical line of David, so Matthew deliberately traced the lineage of the Lord accordingly, so Jews would have not legal base for their accusations.   This title was given to Him also by others…

A.  A Cry Of Deception:  “Son of David”  

Mt. 15:22

22
  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

1.  A son of David (a Jew) would not ordinarily interested in a Gentile woman of Caanan.

2.  She deliberately decides to deceive Jesus by acting as if she were a Jewess.

3.  He responds to her w/the term reserved for despised Gentiles: “a dog.” V.23-28

4.  This “son of David” didn’t ignore the pleas or needs of Gentiles!

B.  A Cry Of Desperation:   “son of David” 

Luke 18:38-39

38
  And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

39
  And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

1.  This cry came from a blind beggar who recognized that if this was indeed “the son of David” that He would heed his prayer request.

2.  When the rest of Israel was ignoring the claims of our Savior, a Gentile woman and a blind beggar recognized them!

3.  This beggar apparently believed that if Christ were truly the son of David, he like David, would never turn away the helpless or hopeless.

1 Sam. 22:1-2

1
David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went down thither to him. 

2
And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men. 

C.  A Cry Of Distinction:  “son of David”

Luke 20:41-42

41
  And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David's son? 

42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

Luke 20:44

44
  David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son? 

1.  Jesus here reveals what David by faith expressed that the Messiah would be more than just any “son of David” - he would be Lord!

2.  David knew the successor to his throne would be none other than the Lord Himself, though it is doubtful if he understood the incarnation, hypostatic union, etc.

II.  THE SON OF MAN:  

ILLUS:  Numerically speaking this is Jesus’ favorite title for Himself.  It is used nearly
100 times in the Gospels alone.  Instead of being ashamed of being identified with human flesh, He seemed to delight in His incarnation.  The reason for this is no doubt implied at least in 1 Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator between  God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”

A.  As A Man He Resisted Temptation:

1.  While 100% man, as to His flesh, He was nonetheless “separate from sinners” in that He could no say with humanity “Behold I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  Ps. 51:5

2.  When tempted by Satan He did not resort to miracles or supernatural means but used the same resources available to us: fasting, prayer and the Word.

B.  As A Man He Responded To Trouble:  

John 6:5-6

5
When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 

6
And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

1.  As a man he belonged to a human family which had to contend with poverty, family conflicts, stress and strife.

2.  He ministered to the “dregs” of society for whom life had become a nightmare, but he always “knew what He would do.”

3.  No friend or stranger was ever outside the reach of His help.

III.  THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS:  

Mal. 4:2

2
But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

A.  Those Basking In Sunlight:  “…you that fear my Name…”

1.  Israel had gone through dark and bleak periods of captivity, slavery, persecution, etc.

2.  They had been slaves in Egypt, had been carried away by the Babylonians and Assyrians and looming on their historical horizon was subjugation to Rome.

ILLUS:  Speaking of some of the horrors they had experienced in captivity, Micah wrote:  “…who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; who also eat the flesh of my people and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and the flesh within the caldron…”  3:2,3

B.  Those Abiding Under Wings:

In spite of their persecutions in the past and their problems in the future (the Trib-ulation), they could bask in the promise of the sun light of their promised Messiah, the Sun of Righteousness.

2.  The concept of “wings” suggested the Mercy Seat in the Tabernacle where the glory of the Lord dwelt under the wings of the Cherubim.

3.  All the turmoil, tragedy, tribulation and testings of the nation would one day be past and they would at last dwell in peace.

4.  As someone has said, “those who watch a rising sun, have no desire to return to darkness” and thank God they won’t have to!

5.  When the “Sun of righteousness” returns His people will be victorious.

Mal. 4:2-3

2
But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

3
And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. 

CONCL:  HE is the Son of a Carptenter, the Son of a Virgin, the Son of the Highest, the Son of David, the Son of Man and He will also be “the Sun of Righteousness” Who will “arise with healing in His wings.”   Oh yes, “THE SON WILL SHINE
AGAIN!” 

“I AM THAT I AM”

TEXT:  Exodus 3:14,15

INTRO:  A.  Our name speaks of our uniqueness.  We are identified by our name.  It is even more so in the Bible, i.e., a person’s name not only identified who they were
but also defined them or their role in life.  “Eve” = “the mother of all living,” “Abraham” = “father of many nations,” “Jesus” = Jehovah is salvation,” etc.  

In the Bible God has many names, but the most impressive, distinctive and significant is the Name He gave Himself to Moses as his credentials to lead the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt.  God said Moses should tell the Israelites that His Name was “I AM THAT I AM” and “this is my name forever…”  (text)

I.  THE “I AM” OF PURPOSE:  Ex. 3:14-15

A.  Primary Names Of Deity:

1.  Elohim (translated “God” in KJB):

a.  The first Name of God in the Bible:  Gen.1:1

b.  The Name means: “El” = strength or Strong One and “Alah” = to swear
or bind oneself with an oath.

c.  The Name is plural, implying the trinity.

d.  This Name is often the root of other names like El Shaddai (the Nourisher), El Elyon  (the most High God), El Olam (everlasting God).

2.  Jehovah (translated “LORD” in KJB):

a.  This Name of God is found first in Gen. 2:4  “the LORD God mad the earth and the heavens…”

b.  This Name means “the Self-existent One” or literally, “He that is Who He is” or as in our text “I AM THAT I AM”.

c.  The word “Jehovah” in Hebrew was never pronounced by devout Jews.

d.  This Name also was the root of other names like Jehovah-jireh (“the Lord will provide’), Jehovah-rapha (“the Lord Who Heals”), Jehovah-
shalom (“the Lord our Peace”), etc.

3.  Adonai (translated “Lord” in KJB):

a.  This Name of God means “Master” and is used of God and man.

b.  This Name refers to one who is either master or husband and both of these relationships exist between the believer and the Savior.

B.  Names Given To Him:  Creator, Heavenly Father

C.  Name He Gave Himself:  “I AM THAT I AM”

1.  This wonderful name implies God’s essential transcendent nature, i.e., He is above and beyond His creation and is Himself uncreated, immutable and without
beginning or end.

QUOTE:  Henry Law:  “Change is the defect of things below: for things below are all defective.  Immutability reigns above: for immutability is perfection’s essence.  Our brightest morn(ing) oft(en) ends in storm.  Summer’s radiance gives place to winter
gloom. The smiling flower soon lies withered.  The babbling brook is soon a parched up channel.  The friend who smiled, smiles no more friendly welcomes.  Bereavement weeps where once the family beamed with domestic joy.  Gardens wither into deserts.  Babylons crumble into unsightly ruins.  On all things a sad inscription writes ‘fleeting - transient - vanishing.’  ‘I AM THAT I AM’ sits high above all this
He is the ‘same yester-day, today, and for ever.”

One black preacher preached an excellent message on this Name, entitled
 “THE ISNESS OF GOD.”

2.  In this Name God clothes Himself w/eternity, knowing no past or future.

3.  If there had been a moment when His being dawned, His Name would be “I am what I was not.”

4.  If there could be a moment when His being must end, His Name would be “I am what I shall not be.”

5.  The Name “I AM” was to Israel a blank check: their God would be what ever they needed Him to be, if they needed power, comfort, healing, etc. they could just write in what they needed and He would fulfill the need.

6.  This Name contains each tense of the verb “to be” and has the connotation
of  “I have always been, I am now and I shall always continue to be.”

II.  THE “I AM” OF POWER:  

John 18:4-6

4
Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 

5
They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 

6
As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 

A.  With The “I AM” In Gethsemane:

1.  One of the most spectacular displays of Christ’s power occurred when the multitude came to arrest the Savior.

2.  When they said they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth, He simply said to them “I AM He” and they men fell “backward, and fell to the ground.”

3.  Instead of falling on their faces in worship at His holy Name, they fell backward because of unbelief.  

4.  There was obviously awesome power in that Name which is above every name!

5.  One day every one will fall prostrate before His presence and confess that matchless Name.

ILLUS:  Jesus used that powerful Name “I AM” on another occasion to infuriate the Jewish religious leaders.  He had made the statement that “Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and was glad.”  They reminded Him that He was not even 50 years old and Abraham had been dead for centuries.  His astounding reply, which equated Him with Abraham was “Before Abraham was, I AM!”  They knew the implication of that statement and picked up stones to stone Him.  

III.  THE “I AM” OF PROVISION:

A.  With The “I AM” In His Ministry:

1.  Throughout His earthly ministry Jesus used the “I AM” formula to identify Himself with the One Who helped Moses to lead Israel out of bondage.

2.  John especially seemed to enjoy using the eternal Name in quoting the Savior and expounded the boundless treasure enshrined therein.

3.  Jesus declared: “I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life…the Light of the World…the Door…the Vine…The Good Shepherd…the Resurrection, etc.

4.  The Name “I AM” was another Name which was a “blank check” to His People show-ing them that He was all they would ever need.  

ILLUS:  The changeless nature of God is a blessing and comfort to the saved, but is a terrible threat to the lost.  His truth will condemn them and it cannot change.  His wrath will burn against them and it cannot relent.  His power will be used against them and it cannot be withstood.  The eternity and unchangeableness of “I AM THAT
I AM” makes heaven to be heaven for the believer forever and makes hell to be hell forever for the unbeliever.

CONCL:  We can define God with the words “God” and “Lord” but they can also be applied to the devil.  Even the words “Jesus” and “Christ” refer to specific functions or offices within the Godhead (“Jesus” = Jehovah saves and “Christ” (“Anointed One”).  The nearest one can come to an absolute definition of God is “I AM THAT I AM!” Jesus Christ qualifies for that definition as the One Who is the same yesterday, today and forever!

“THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THOSE NAMES”

TEXT:  John 4:25-26

INTRO:  A.  I doubt if there has ever been anyone in history with as many names and titles as our Savior.  He is the Alpha and Omega and everything in between.  He is the great I AM and cannot change.  He is the Christ, the Comforter and the Coming King He the Great Physician and the Good Shepherd; He is the Vine and the Branch;  He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the Lamb of God;  He is the Bread of Life, The Manna come down from heaven;  He is the Name which is above every name and the Name before which every knee shall bow.

B.     In Genesis He is the Creator,





     In Exodus our Deliverer

In Leviticus our Sacrifice,

                       In Numbers the Serpent lifted up,

In Deuteronomy He is the Law for His people,

                       In Joshua, He is the Captain of our Salvation,

                       In Judges He is the great Judge,

                       In Ruth He is our Kinsman-Redeemer,

                       In I & II Samuel He is our anointed King,

In I & II Kings He is the greater than David and Solomon,

In I & II Chronicles He is Pattern for the Temple,





     In Ezra He is the Foundation of the Temple,





     In Nehemiah He is the great Builder,

                        In Esther He is the Savior of His people,





     In Job He is the Comforter of His people,






In Psalms He is the Sweet Singer of Israel,





     In Proverbs He is Wisdom personified,





   
In Ecclesiastes He is the Preacher,





     In Song of Solomon He is the Bridegroom,

In the Major Prophets He is the Great Prophet of Israel,

In the Minor Prophets He is the prophesied and coming King of Israel,





    In Matthew He is the Messiah-King,





    In Mark He is the Servant,

                       In Luke He is the Son of Man,

                       In John He is the Son of God,

                       In the Acts He is the Founder of the Church,

                       In Romans He is the Law Fulfilled,

                       In I & II Corinthians He is the Gift Giver,

                       In Galatians He is our Schoolmaster,

     In Ephesians He is the Foundation of the     Church,

                       In Philippians He is Our Pattern,

    In Colossians He is the Head of the Body, the         Church,

In I & II Thessalonians He is Our Blessed Hope,

                  
     In I & II Timothy He is Our Pastor,

                   
In Titus He is Our Bishop,

                       In Philemon He is the Slave’s Redeemer,

                       In Hebrews He is our High Priest,

                       In James He is Object of our Faith,

                       In I & II Peter He is the Chief Shepherd,

                       In I, II & III John He is our Propitiation,

In Jude He is the Only Wise God our Savior and 

In Revelation He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

        Oh yes - “THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THOSE NAMES!”

TRANS:  Tonight, let’s look at 3 more Names or Titles of Our Wonderful Savior…

I.  THE MESSIAH:

QUOTE:  “Messiah was the greatest word in the Hebrew vocabulary.  It expressed the most vital element of Jewish theology and excited the people’s hope of the miraculous deliverance expected from the anointed messenger of God.  Throughout centuries of oppression and servitude, the nation expectantly looked forward to the time when God’s chosen servant would break the shackles of bondage and lift Israel to heights of grandeur and dominion which would be the envy of all nations.”  -Ivor Powell

A.  The Prince Coming:

Dan. 9:25-26

25
  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 

26
  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 

ILLUS:  Sir Robt. Anderson in his book The Coming Prince proved that the time for His coming was fulfilled the day Christ rode into Jerusalem.  Soon after He was “cut off” but not for Himself.

1.  A Prince is the uncrowned son of a royal family.

2.  When Messiah showed up He should have been crowned King of Israel.

a.  Priests, prophets and rabbis encouraged the people to look for their coming Prince, to anticipate that glorious event.

b.  It was the equivalent to the Blessed Hope of believers today - the Rapture the Return of our Savior but when He came they failed to recognize Him and He died on a cross they supplied.

B.  The Preacher Calling:

John 1:41-42

41
  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

42
  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

John 1:49

49 
Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

1.  Nathanel saw w/eyes of faith the event Israel looked for but couldn’t see.

2.  In Nathanel’s heart the Prince already had been crowned!

John 4:25

25
 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 

3.  Here a hated Samaritan woman (& an amoral woman to boot) saw what the Jews to whom He came could not and did not see.

II.  THE MESSENGER (OF THE COVENANT):  

Mal. 3:1

1
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

A.  The Covenant Reminder:  

1.  When this messenger comes, He will purify the priesthood and the Temple.

2.   Jesus did that partially in His first coming; He will finish that work in His 2nd Coming.

3.  Israel had forfeited the right to be called God’s chosen, so the old covenant
was replaced with a new one.

B.  The Covenant Replaced:

Heb. 9:14-15

14
  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

15
  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Heb. 8:7 

7
For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 

1.  Jewish pride kept them from accepting Christ and the new covenant, for to do so would be an admission that they had not kept the old covenant.

2.  They would have to admit that Jesus was the prophesied Messenger Of The Covenant of Malachi 3.

III.  THE MASTER:  

ILLUS:  There are at least 7 Greek words translated “Master,” each one giving another aspect of the concept: teacher, Lord, despot, respected instructor, a military commander, a guide into truth and a shipmaster.  We will examine three as they apply
to our Savior.

A.  The Owner:  (kurios)  

Mt. 6:24

24
  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

1 Cor. 6:20

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

1.  Purchased slaves become the property of the owner.

2.  The purchased slave existed only to please his lord.

B.  The Teacher: (didaskalos)

John 20:15-17

15
  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

16
  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 

17
  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

1.  Mary would learn a deep truth that day from her Teacher; that Jehovah was no longer known as “God” but would accept a more intimate term: “Father.

2.  Christ’s death made a new relationship possible between the Lord and the sinner.

C.  The Leader:  (katheegeetees)

Mt. 23:6-8

6
And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 

7
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 

8
But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 

1.  Jesus here speaks of Himself as the Shepherd who would “lead” His sheep, even as the Shepherd of Ps. 23, into green pastures and beside still waters.

2.  Jesus says that the scribes and Pharisees were not good leaders and could not be trusted; they needed to look to Him for leadership.

CONCL:  Oh yes, “THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THOSE NAMES” of our Savior!  They describe Him and bring Him down to a level so we may comprehend something of the manifold duties and responsibilities He has assumed and something of His complex character.  He truly is the Alpha and the Omega - and everything in between that His disciples need.

“THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH”

TEXT:  Genesis 18:25

INTRO:  A.  When Abraham went before the Lord to plead the case of  Sodom before
the Lord, he reminded God of His righteous responsibility.  He asked God “Wilt Thou destroy the righteous with the wicked?”  and starting with the prospect of 50 righteous
in the city and going down to 10, he pleaded for mercy…

Gen. 18:25

25
  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

He was speaking of Jehovah in the Old Testament.   But as with our court system, a judge may defer to hear cases and disqualify themselves and pass on their responsibility

to another judge of equal or higher authority.  The Lord decided to ask another to assume the responsibility of becoming the Judge of all people.  His nominee was Jesus His Son.  The title of Judge now belongs to our Savior, as we will see.  But He has other legal titles as well…
I.  THE ADVOCATE:  

1 John 2:1 

1
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

ILLUS:  The concept of an advocate implies several things.  There must be an adversary
i.e., someone on the other side disputing against the client.  Rev. 12:10 says “…for the accuser of the brethren is cast down; which accused them (saints) before our God day and night.”  It also implies the ability to offer his services to the client.  The word has the same root as the word translated “comforter” for the Holy Spirit (paracletos), i.e., “one who comes alongside to help.”

The work of an advocate suggests conflict, argument, a presentation of facts to defend a client, the means whereby a satisfactory verdict might be obtained in a court of law.

A.  His Prerogative:  

1.  To accept or refuse a client

2.  No attorney has to accept a client; for many reasons he may decline.

ILLUS:  Maybe the client can’t afford the attorney (our Advocate doesn’t charge), perhaps he refuses the case on the basis that he knows the client is guilty (He knows!), or possibly there are conflicts of interest (no problem - our Advocate is sinless), etc. Jesus our Advocate said:  “Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”

B.  His Purpose:

1.  To plead the client’s case before a Judge.  

2.  A good attorney will not take the case before a judge until he is convinced he knows all the facts from his client (our Advocate is omniscient, we can’t hide
anything from Him).

C.  His Pleasure:

1.  To win the case and see his client go free.

2.  Surely a job well done with a good outcome is reward in itself, but it is even better if the client is grateful and expresses that gratitude!

ILLUS:  Surely our Advocate must be thrilled when He receives the praise of His “clients” for interceding in their behalf, for forgiving their sins, for pleading their cause before the throne of grace.   Since He doesn’t charge for His services it should be obvious that no gift of service would be too great to return to Him.  We can’t buy His service, but we can thrill His soul!

II.  THE MEDIATOR:

NOTE:  Many of the Names or Titles of our Savior appear to be synonymous.  They resemble snowflakes, each extremely delicate and beautiful, yet they are individual masterpieces when viewed individually.  Christ is our Intercessor, High Priest, Advocate and 
Mediator and all these names deal with His mediatorial work at God’s throne.

A.  Important Distinctions:

1.  This is another legal term, but with nuances in definition to set it apart from the term Advocate.

2.  A priest intercedes, a lawyer or advocate defends, an intercessor prays, but a mediator is a go-between for 2 parts beyond reconciliation.

ILLUS:  Governments, labor parties, marriage partners in dispute appoint such men to see if the “irreconcilable differences” may be mediated or resolved.  A mediator is asked to produce an agreement to the two disputing parties.  No easy task.  Referring to God Job said:

Job 9:32-33 

32
  For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment. 

33
  Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both. 



The word “daysman” means umpire or mediator, i.e., an impartial judge.  God and the human race are not in agreement and their respective demands are in opposition.


God requires holiness, but man is sinful.  We need a Mediator or “daysman” to resolve our problem.

B.  Irreplaceable Representative:

1 Tim. 2:5

5
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

1.  The Mediator must have the confidence of both sides in the dispute.

2.  He must be an accredited representative of both parties.

3.  In Jesus’ case His love for both sides was the guarantee of a genuine solution.

C.  Indisputable Results:

Heb. 9:15

15
  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

Heb. 12:24

24
  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

1.  The old covenant, ratified by the blood of bulls and goats was “weak” and temporary.

2.  The new covenant was ratified by the blood of the Mediator Himself with powerful and permanent results.

III.  THE JUDGE:  

A.  The Clothing Of The Judge:

Rev. 1:12-14

12
  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 

13
  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14
  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

ILLUS:  English judges and lawyers wear black robes symbolizing the solemnity of the prece-dings and white, woolly wigs, probably inspired of this description of THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH.

B.  The Competence Of The Judge:

John 5:22

22
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

1.  He had no blemish on His record.

2.  He is conversant with all the laws of God, thus qualified to judge any case brought before Him.

John 5:30

30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

C.  The Condemnation From The Judge:

Mt. 12:41-42

41
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

42
The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 

1.  Witnesses will be called before the Judge passes sentences.

2.  Those who hear stand before the Bar of the Judge of all the earth will have
sufficient witnesses to convince and convict them.

Rev. 20:11-12

11
  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

12
  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

CONCL:  Thank God that when we stand before THE JUDGE OF ALL THE
EARTH, our case will be thrown out of court due to insufficient evidence, because our record has been wiped clean by His blood!  We have an Advocate to plead our case, a Mediator to speak in our behalf and a Judge Who is favorable to our cause,
based on His own work on our behalf!

“WHAT’S IN A NAME?”

TEXT:  Philippians 2:9-11

INTRO:  A.  There are only 26 letters in our alphabet, but we have examined over 40 names for our Savior.  It is as if God has to ransack our language to keep coming up with names to describe Who our Savior is.  There are many, many more names…so many in fact that I fear you will become weary of this study if we continue too many more weeks.  In answer to our question in the title “WHAT’S IN A NAME?” we must say that in His wonderful Name, Jesus, is implied all the other characteristics and attributes which will one day cause “every knee to bow and every tongue to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God.”

Tonight we will look at 3 of the most powerful names of our Savior.  Two of them have their roots in Judaism and the other transcends the scope of both the Old Testament and the New Testament.

I.  PROPHET:  Deut. 18:15-18

ILLUS:  Prophets were among the most important people in Israel.  An Old Testament prophet was first a preacher and secondarily a prognosticator of future events.  Cf. v.19-22

The text declares that God would raise up a Prophet “like unto (Moses).”  That’s why when Jesus showed up and began to prophecy, they asked Him “Art Thou that Prophet?”

A.  A True Prophet Is Divinely Commissioned:

1.  Cf. v.15 “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet…”

2.  No one but God can appoint and anoint a preacher w/supernatural power.

a.  A college may train candidates for the ministry.

b.  A student may hone his skills of oratory.

c.  Only the power of the Holy Spirit can give the preacher the dynamic to proclaim the Word with supernatural results.

ILLUS:  A New Testament prophet is a preacher - one who proclaims what has already been revealed in God’s Word.  He doesn’t predict the future.  He nonetheless must be God ordained.  He must be anointed with power.  Before He communicates to the people, he must be a good listener.  “His study should be an upper room, not a lounge.”

B.  A True Prophet Is Definitely Committed:

John 4:19

19
The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 

1.  When the Samaritan woman spoke to the Savior she realized that He was different!.

2.  A prophet is a man w/a message that burns in heart & drives his life.

Jer. 20:9

9
Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 

C.  A True Prophet Is Decidedly Conscientious:

John 9:4

4
I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 

ILLUS:  Whenever a young man comes to me and tells me he feels led to be a preacher, I tell him that if he can do anything else, don’t bother to train for the ministry.  The ministry must take precedence over all else in that man’s life.  There must be a driving
dedication and a burning passion to do the work he is called to.  The priority in the ministry is to recognize that God has given you a message to deliver and a ministry to
perform.  The man of God must be both a preacher and a pastor.  Our Savior was driven to preach and to be a shepherd.  Truly He was a Prophet, first and foremost!

II.  PASSOVER: 

1 Cor. 5:7

7
Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 

NOTE:  Perhaps no other Name or Title of our Savior was more important than this one.

The Passover Feast was the most beloved institution in Israel.  It reminded the nation of their deliverance from bondage in Egypt.   

When Jews would hear that the Apostles were saying that Jesus of Nazareth was the epitome or fulfillment of all they considered sacred, that He was the true Passover, they would become incensed!   They knew Paul was saying that what the lamb meant in the Passover, Christ, the Lamb of God meant to His followers.

A.  His Sacrifice: 

1.  The Passover lamb symbolized redemption by blood.

2.  To claim Christ was our Passover Lamb was to imply that what the blood of the Passover lamb did for Israel, the blood of Christ did for the world.

B.  His Survival:

1.  Every year the nation slew new lambs, but never on any occasion did an offering survive the sacrifice.

2.  Thus if for no other reason than His resurrection, Christ was superior to any sacrifice known in Israel.

3.  The Lamb of God had triumphed gloriously over death and was able to accompany His people on their pilgrimage to the Promised Land of Heaven.

C.  His Statement:   Ex. 12:24-27

1.  Christians should tell succeeding generations the meaning of Christ our Passover just as Israel was commanded to tell their children about the Old Testament Passover.

III.  POWER AND WISDOM:  (OF GOD)  

1 Cor. 1:24

24
  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

A.  In  Creation:  

1.  The power and wisdom of God are shown in the handiwork of our Savior as the Creator.

2.  Our wonderful world reflects the eternal glories of our Savior.

ILLUS:  Who but a wise and powerful God could create a camel with a built-in water pouch for their treks across the trackless desert?  Who but a wise and powerful God would create fields of wildflowers w/their bright colors and then send the bees to make honey for mankind?  Man may make fireworks but only God can make a rainbow.  Sculptors and artists may make replicas in stone and paint of the human body, but only God can
breathe life into that body.   “All things were made by Him…”  John 1:3

B.  In Christ:

1.  The power of God in Christ was displayed when He multiplied the loaves and fish to feed the hungry crowds, or when He walked on the water or healed…

2.  The wisdom of God in Christ was displayed when He silenced the accusers of the woman caught in adultery; when He answered the questions about paying taxes to Ceasar.

ILLUS:  His power was revealed when He told Peter to go fishing and the first fish he caught would have a gold coin in its mouth.   His wisdom was displayed when the value of the gold coin was sufficient to pay taxes for Peter and Himself.  (Why do
you think I go fishing?)

C.  In The Church:  

Eph. 3:10-11

10
  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 

11
  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

1.  Christ’s wisdom in the Church is revealed in erasing racial and ethnic and economic divisions by making all brothers and sisters in Him.

2.  Christ’s power is manifested in the Church which accomplished what vast armies could not; penetrate forests, scale mountains, cross oceans to get the Gospels to the regions beyond.

3.  The power and wisdom of God is known through the Church it its worldwide outreach;  when one missionary dies, 5 take his place;  if 5 fail, 10 take their place.

4.  Christ’s power and wisdom is displayed in that the supernatural powers of hell cannot and will not prevail against the Church which is composed of mere mortals.

CONCL:  “WHAT’S IN A NAME?”  It depends on whose name you are talking about
if it is the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the possibilities are limitless and the potential is immeasurable.  His is the Name above every Name and His is the Name which transcends any other name.  “…so exalt, lift up on high the Name of Jesus.  Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King.  Majesty, worship His majesty…Jesus Who died
now glorified, King of all Kings!”

“AND IN CONCLUSION…”

TEXT:  Revelation 18:11-16

THESIS:  To present 3 more names or titles of our Savior to conclude this series from the last book of the Bible, in  one of the final chapters.

INTRO:  A.   While it is true that this will be the concluding message on THE NAMES AND TITLES OF OUR SAVIOR in this series, the title above is not taken from that.  It
is derived from the fact that in the last book of the Bible, just before John lays down his inspired pen, he gives us 3 more names or titles of Christ.  From Genesis to Rev. the writers of Scripture have scraped and scoured all of nature, heaven and earth to find titles and/or names for Him Whose Name is above every Name.  We have only scratched the surface by exploring about 50 of those names or titles.  There are many more.

From Alpha to Omega, from the Almighty to the Overcomer…from the Beginning to the End, from the Creator to the Coming King, Jesus is the central Figure of Revelation, the center Person in the Godhead and the main focus of every believer!  Yes, THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT THOSE NAMES…

I.  FAITHFUL AND TRUE:   v.11  (Cf. Rev.3:14)

A.  His Dependability:  

1 Thes. 5:24  

24
 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

1.  Faithful Witness:

Rev. 1:5

5
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

ILLUS:  When a witness is testifying in court, the most important thing is that he or she give a faithful account of that to which testimony is given.  That’s why the witness is required to swear to “tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth…”
Jesus is both Faithful and True!

2.  Faithful Creator:

1 Pet. 4:19



19
  Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

3.  Faithful Forgiver:  

1 John 1:9

9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

B.  His Trustworthiness:  

1.  He is Truth Personified:

a.  When Jesus claimed to be “…the Truth” in John 14:6 the claim was astounding to His hearers because there were so many false prophets and teachers.

b.  Since He is God it lis “impossible for (Him) to lie” - Heb. 6:18

c.  The devil is a deceiver, Jesus is the Truth!

2.  He is Truth Victorious:

QUOTE:  Powell:  “His message has endured.  History speaks of emperors who conquered the world, but time destroyed their kingdoms.  Illustrious philosophers influen-ced vast multitudes with their oratory, but they died and their teachings perished.  Certain politicians exercised what appeared to be unlimited power over nations, but they were either deposed or succeeded by others.  Nevertheless although 2000 years have elapsed since Jesus was crucified, His authority has never been destroyed nor His teaching forgotten.  He who never possessed a home now reigns in millions of dwellings in many nations.  Jesus never wrote a book, but the libraries of great universities are filled with innumerable volumes written about Him.  He was crucified as a malefactor;  yet today kings and queens, rich and poor, educated and illiterate worship at His feet.  The Savior said: ‘Heaven and earth shall pass away, by my words shall not pass away’.”

II.  THE WORD OF GOD:  v.13


A.  The Word and His Words:  

1.  Unless a person expresses himself, he remains an enigma.

2.  God has expressed Himself in 2 forms, both known as the Word of God.

3.  Jesus is the expressed eloquence & wisdom of the Most High God.

B.  The Word and His Wonder:

1.  The power of the Word in creation:   Jn.1:3

Heb. 11:3

3
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

Ps. 33:6 

6
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 

2.  The presence of the Word in glory:

Heb. 7:25

25
  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

a.  The One Who spoke the worlds into existence is speaking in our behalf.

b.  The One Who spoke the Word of God written into existence is interceding for us.

c.  The One Who spoke the Word of God on earth to men, now speaks to the Lord of the Word as our Mediator.

III.   KING OF KINGS & LORD OF LORDS:  

A.   The Ultimate King:

ILLUS:  It is as if God saved the most majestic and comprehensive Name or Title of our Savior till last!  He is indeed King.  The wise men saw Him as the King of Israel;
Nathaniel spoke of Him as the King of Jews;  John the Apostle described Him as
the King of saints (15:3); the writer of Hebrews revealed Him as the King of peace; 
Daniel referred to Him as the King of heaven;  Paul declared Him to be the King of angels (Heb. 1:6-8); but the Holy Ghost speaks of Him in the superlative here in our text as KING OF KINGS!

1.  The amazing acclamation: King of Glory.

Ps. 24:7,8

7
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

8
Who is this King of glory?  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

2.  The awful anguish: King of the Jews.

Mt. 27:37

37
  And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

3.  The absolute affirmation: KING OF KINGS.  V.19

B.  The Absolute Lord:

1.  Beelzebub means “lord of flies” and presently reigns over this world.

2.  Jesus Christ is LORD OF LORDS and will ultimately reign over every demon, evil spirit, fallen angel and sinner who ever lived!

Phil. 2:10-11

10
  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

11
  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

CONCL:  “AND IN CONCLUSION…” Jesus Christ is King and Lord of all.  AMEN!

