F.H. 4/23/97				                                   JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.WED

C.L. - J.S. of Christ

			                                 “YOUR DAY IN COURT”

TEXT:  2 Cor.5:10



INTRO.:  A.  You have been subpoenaed to appear before the Supreme Court of the 

	universe.  The time & date will be announced later.  It will be fixed immediately 

	after the Rapture.



Your sins are not the issue at this tribunal.  It is approval or disapproval

	of the Judge.  



ILLUS.:  Cf. I Cor.9:24-27   The word “mastery” in v.25 refers to sports or games.  He

	is saying that the one who is victorious & will receive the crown must be “temperate

	in all things.”  Another way of putting this is that the superior athlete has learned to

	be obedient to his trainer;  he must learn discipline.  He thus says that he keeps 

	under his body.  Our flesh doesn’t want to cooperate, it takes discipline.   Then 

	comes the word “castaway.”  It is the Greek word “adokomos” meaning “a disap-

	proved servant.”  He is still a servant (saved), but his service is disapproved.  Paul

	said that when he finishes his performance, he seeks the approval of Christ.

			It is said that Melchisedec would send his troops out to fight & when they re-

	turned & had fought valiantly, & arrived home safely, he would stand in approval 

	& applaud their honor as they passed by one by one.  If he was not pleased & they

	were cowardly or failed in their mission, he would stay seated to express disapproval

		

			In Acts 7 Stephen was being stoned to death as he preached the Word.  As he

	died he looked up and saw the heavens opened & Jesus (our Melechisedec) stand up

	at the Father’s right hand.  He was showing His approval & welcoming a loyal sol-

	dier home.



TRANS.:  England not only gave us our King James Bible, they also gave us our court

	system, with it’s Judge, witnesses, prosecutor, defender, & jury. Even the courtroom

	layout is patterned after the Bible…



THE CERTAINTY OF THE JUDGMENT:  “we must…”



There Will Be No Favoritism.

There Will Be No Excuses.



THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE JUDGMENT:  “…all appear”

	A.   No One Will Be Exempted.

B.   No One Will Be Excused.

	

THE PUBLIC NATURE OF THE JUDGMENT:  “…appear”



1 Cor.3:13

13	Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 



NOTE:  Strong’s Concordance says the word “manifest” means “made public” or 

	“made apparent.”



ILLUS.: Yesterday in the courtroom, I found out firsthand what that means.  Very pri-

	vate activities were brought out into the light, things between a husband & wife not

	ordinarily expressed in public.  Even though not guilty of the crime accused of, the

	defendant had to sit there & hear these private things disclosed.



Nothing Hidden.



Mt.12:36

36	But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 



Nothing Held Back.    “whether it be good or bad…”



ILLUS.:  We feel pretty safe now.  What we do in private, stays that way.  What we 

	think or how we feel is our business alone.  But one day, before all the saved of the

	ages, before the holy angels & before the Lord of heaven, all will be made public.



THE JUDGE AT THE JUDGMENT:  “of Christ…”



He Is Omniscient:



ILLUS.:  In the courtroom the Judge is intimidating.  Even a cross look causes you to

	shudder inside, because you know he has the power to toss you out of his courtroom

	or to penalize your behavior.  Suppose you knew he knew what you were thinking!

	When we stand at the J.S. of Christ, that’s what it will be.  He may say:  “Look at

	that…how do you plead?”  “Is that the way it happened?”  “How do you plead?”

	“Guilty as charged!”  There will be no false testimony, no loopholes, no crooked 

	lawyers, no bribery, no cover up…just “the truth, the whole truth & nothing but the

	truth!”



He Is Omnipotent:



The good news is that He has placed the guilt of our sins & His wrath on His Son in our behalf!

The good news is that here it is not a matter of heaven or hell, but rather a

matter of approval or disapproval, rewards or loss.

But we will nonetheless be aware of His authority, power & truth.



THE WITNESSES AT THE JUDGMENT:



Your Bible:



The words of God will provide abundant testimony as to our obedience or disobedience.

Our works will be measured by His Word.



Your Works:



Your works will determine your reward (or loss of reward).  

1 Cor.3:13-15

13	Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14	If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15	If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 



Your works will witness for or against you.



Your Comforter:



The Holy Spirit has been your constant companion since the day you were

	 saved & knows & can testify to every word, thought & deed.

He will testify to how often you quenched or grieved Him.



Your Friends:



Rom.14:10

10	But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 



The issue will be why we treated family members like enemies!

The issue then will be why all the clashing, clamoring & censuring among

			  Christians?!



Your Pastor:  



Heb.13:7

7	Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 

Heb.13:17

17	Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 



ILLUS.:  He may testify as to your faithfulness or lack of it, whether you tithed, were

	generous, were a Sunday morning glory, whether you ever went soul-winning, if

	you stayed awake toward the preaching, if you hardened your heart & refused to re-

	spond to the invitations, etc.

			If he must give a grievous account of your follow-ship, that will be unprofit-

	able for you.”

You!



Rom.14:10-12

10	But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

11	For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 

12	So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 



CONCL.:  You will have “YOUR DAY IN COURT.”  The question is how will your

	trial go & what will the verdict be as to your rewards?!  Will you be rewarded at all

	or will you simply “suffer loss.”??!!




