“IN YOUR HEART ARE YOU A FUNDAMENTALIST OR AN EVANGELICAL?”

TEXT:  2 Timothy 4:1-8

THESIS:  To reveal the difference between a fundamentalist and an evangelical.

INTRO.:  A.  The term “fundamentalist” is not just given to those who believe certain “fundamentals of the faith” e.g., the virgin birth, blood atonement, etc., “…but to those who (also) have separated themselves from those who do not.”  (Jack Hyles) They may be “believers,” “born-again,” “Baptists,” and “brethren” – but they are not fundamentalists!
ILLUS.:  By this definition Southern Baptists, American Baptists, Billy Graham, and Jerry Falwell, Joel Osteen, T.D. Jakes, Rick Warren, Charles Stanley, etc. are NOT fundamentalists.




B.  Fundamentalists by, definition, are separatists.  Scores of Scriptures indicate that we are not just to separate from liberals, apostates, and unbelievers in general, but also from Christian brothers who deviate from sound doctrine or who associate with those who do; fundamentalists, neo-evangelicals, charismatics, cultists, etc.   Why?  

Amos 3:3   Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

Romans 16:17   Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15   And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

1 Corinthians 5:11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

1 Timothy 1:19-20 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:  Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.

Proverbs 6:16-19   These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,  A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

TRANS.:  So the question that demands an answer today is: “IN YOUR HEART, ARE YOU A FUNDAMENTALIST OR AN EVANGELICAL?

I.   FUNDAMENTALISTS ARE SEPARATISTS:  


A.  They Believe In Personal Separation:



1.  Nothing is clearer in God’s Word than that Christians must be separate from the world.



2.  This includes carnality in our walk, talk, dress and desires.

ILLUS.:  At one time ALL fundamentalists preached against drinking, smoking, gambling, worldly dress, etc.    But the “evangelical” doesn’t take a hard line in these areas, nor do increasing numbers of fundamentalists.   Billy Graham drinks wine with his meals, goes to Hollywood movies, etc.  He disdains the label “fundamentalist now, of course.  He has blurred the line between Bible believing fundamentalists and evangelicals.   But many who still hold the label are soft on these sins today.


B.  They Believe In Political Separation:

Matthew 22:21b   Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.

ILLUS.:  Neither Jesus, nor His disciples, nor the Apostle Paul ever one time petitioned the government to redress the wrongs of slavery, a burning issue in the Roman Empire, with some 60 million slaves!  Paul even sent one runaway slave back to his slavemaster and gave this cogent advice to believers then and now:
1 Timothy 6:1   Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.

ILLUS.:  Harold Ockenga, who coined the term “new-evangelicalism” put it boldly, bluntly and honestly.  In a formal statement he declared: “The New Evangelicalism has changed its stategy from one of separation to one of infiltration.”   They speak of cooperation and dialogue, not confrontation and denunciation.

C.  They Believe In Paternal Separation:



1.  The word “paternal” deals with fatherhood, i.e., there are many believers who may have Christ as Savior, 



and call God “Father” but are in doctrinal error & must avoided.




a.  There can be no fellowship between truth and error.



b.  There can be no compromise between sound doctrine and false doctrine.





1)   Baptists and baby sprinklers can have no formal fellowship even though both may be trusting Christ.

                  2)   Bible-believers and charismatics can have no formal fellowship due to doctrinal deviations, e.g., 






 tongues, miracles, the sign-gifts, eternal security, etc.





3)  Dispensationalists and covenant theologians can have little fellowship because of an unbiblical 






 definition of the church and Israel, baptism & the Lord’s Supper




4)  Fundamentalists and evangelicals cannot fellowship because of divergent view regarding worldiness, 




 music, the literal interpretation of Scripture regarding creation, the flood, etc.




c.  Bible believers in every age since the beginning of the church fought compromise.

ILLUS.:  Even Luther said: “If I profess with loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth of God, except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Him.  Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved.”

               A. Lincoln said: “To sin by silence when they know they should protest makes cowards of men.”

               Tom Anderson said: “Silence is not always golden, it is often yellow.”

               Imagine Moses entering into dialogue with Pharaoh; Jesus with the Pharisees or Paul with the Galatian legalizers, or Spurgeon with the compromising Baptists of his day, or Jack Hyles with the SBC. 

               Dr. C. H. Spurgeon, the ‘Prince of (Baptist!) Preachers’ was a pioneer of teaching N.T. separation and in standing against the compromise of his day.  On Oct. 7, 1888 he declared: “I have preached God’s truth, so far as I know it, and I have not been ashamed of its peculiarities.  That I might not stultify my testimony I have cut myself clear of those who err from the faith, and even from those who associate with them.”  No “degree separation” for him!


   When Nebuchadnezzar erected his image and the band leader’s baton fell, all but 3 men bowed down.  They became conspicuous BECAUSE THEY CONTINUED TO STAND!  It has never been popular to STAND.  “ARE YOU A FUNDAMENTALIST OR AN EVANGELICAL?!”
II.  FUNDAMENTALISTS ARE BIBLE-BELIEVERS:


A.  They Believe In Inspiration:  
Matthew 4:4   But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.


B.  They Believe In Preservation:  

Psalms 12:6-7   The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.  Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.



1.  There are only 2 Bibles:  God’s and “someone else’s”!

         2.  There are only 2 MSS:  God’s and “someone else’s”!

ILLUS.:  God is the Author of His Word.  The devil is the father of lies.  God started his dialogue w/man w/a NEGATIVE command concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The devil started his dialogue with a positive “Yea…”!!!

                Can you tolerate another Bible being used by your favorite radio or TV preacher, or in another church, or another preacher or “ministry.?”  If so, let me answer the original question.  “YOU ARE NOT A FUNDAMENTALIST – YOU ARE AN EVANGELICAL in your heart!
III.  FUNDAMENTALISTS ARE OLD-FASHIONED:


A.  They Believe In Old-Fashioned Salvation: (all the doctrines)


B.  They Believe In Old-Fashioned Revival:  



a.  Altar calls, invitations, et. al. are biblical!

          b.  Calls to repentance, commitment, consecration, etc. are biblical.

ILLUS.: “Choose ye this day…”  “Who is on the Lord’s side…?”  “I beseech ye…present your bodies…”  “Come unto Me…” “Follow Me…”  Every person Christ called, He called publicly.


C.  They Believe In Old-Fashioned Music:


1.  Not all that is old is good and not all that is new is bad; but the time honored, time-tested hymns, and 




spiritual songs have blessed the hearts of God’s people & do so.



2.  The froth will fade; the true will stand.

         3.  
Music must be doctrinally sound, spiritually uplifting, and in harmony with body rhythms.



4.  The music as well as the words must be Christ-honoring.


D.  They Believe in Old-Fashioned Ministries:



1.  Ministering to the poor, handicapped, the helpless and hopeless.



2.  Ministering door-to-door, on the street (mall), prison, nursing homes, rescue missions.

ILLUS.: “Home Bible Studies” must never replace the local church,  or preaching/teaching services.  New “ministries” must line up with the Bible.  Videos and seminars cannot replace “the foolishness of preaching.”

E.  They Believe In Old-Fashioned Soul-Winning:



1.  Confrontational evangelism via knocking on doors, witnessing to friends, neighbors, fellow employees, etc. -  


not just by “lifestyle” but by lips!   (Jesus didn’t say “Go into all the world and smile!”)


2.  Through publishing the Scriptures, missionary outreach, tracts, tapes, etc.

CONCL.: “IN YOUR HEART, ARE YOU A FUNDAMENTALIST OR AN EVANGELICAL?!”  You cannot have it both ways.  You are either a Bible-believing fundamentalist or a Bible compromising evangelical.  You either are just a hearer of the Word or a doer as well.  To be a fundamentalist you must be a separatist, a Bible believer, and old-fashioned in your beliefs, convictions, standards, and lifestyle.   Which are YOU?
