“HOW’S YOUR HEART?”

TEXT:  Acts 8:21b  …for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.

INTRO.:  A.  Diagnosis:  heart trouble!  It is the #1 killer in the U.S. and the #1 problem in our churches.

ILLUS.:  Dr. Jack Hyles recently died of heart trouble.  5 of his arteries were clogged, but when they went inside they found an aneurysm and his heart was damaged beyond repair.  If they had found it soon enough he might have received a transplant and lived!  So it is with our spiritual heart.  “HOW’S YOUR HEART?!”
I.  SYMPTOMS OF HEART PROBLEMS:

A.  A Hardened Heart:

2 Chronicles 36:13b  And  (Zedekiah) stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel.   (Believers are warned not to harden their hearts…)

B.  A Wicked Heart:

Proverbs 26:23   Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver dross.  (i.e. a hypocrite:  a “potsherd” is a broken piece of pottery “covered w/silver dross.”

It looks nice, but is trash.)


C.  A Double Heart:

Psalms 12:2b  …with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak.  (flatterers)

1 Chronicles 12:33   …fifty thousand, which could keep rank: they were not of double heart.   (those who could be counted upon when unity was needed)

D.  A Broken Heart:

Psalms 34:18   The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

Psalms 147:3   He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.  

ILLUS.:  With early detection and proper diagnosis and treatment, there is hope for a cure.  What follows is God’s prescription for the above symptoms…
II.  SIGNS OF A HEALTHY HEART:

A.  A Willing Heart:

Exodus 35:5   Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass  (the opposite of a hardened heart!)
ILLUS.:  When I looked up the word “willing,” I found verse after verse that spoke of giving!  When a believer’s heart is right he will love and give.  He is tender to the Holy Spirit’s leading.  “HOW’S YOUR HEART?!”


B.  A Merry Heart:

Proverbs 15:13   A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.

ILLUS.:  Bill trying to explain to Bob the diff. bet. irritation, aggravation and frustration.  About 1 AM Bill says “Here is an illus. of irritation” & he picks up the phone and after several rings a groggy voice says “hello” & Bill says, “Let me speak to Paul.”  The man said “There is no one here named Paul!” and hangs up.  Bill says “There is a man who is irritated!”  At 2 AM Bill dials the same number & the same sleepy voice answers & Bill says “May I please speak with Paul?”  The man angrily replies “There’s no one named Paul who lives here!”  and slams down the phone.  Bills says to Bob, “There is a man who is aggravated.   About 3 AM bill says:  “Now I’ll show you an example of frustration” & again dials the same number.  When the sleepy man answers the phone, Bill says: “Hi this is Paul, have there been any calls for me?”   (Now I’ll take the offering!)



Someone said “If you can’t take a joke you’ll have to take medicine.”

Proverbs 15:15   …he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.


B.  A Tender Heart:

2 Chronicles 34:27   Because thine heart (Josiah)  was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.

C.  A Clean Heart:

Psalms 51:10   Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Psalms 73:1   Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.  (the opposite of a dirty heart!)


D.  A Perfect Heart:

Psalms 101:2b   I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.   (no secret sins, no ill feelings towards others, at peace w/God and man.  (Caleb was “whole-hearted”)
CONCL.:  Do YOU have heart trouble?  Parents, is your heart right with your children?  Teachers with students?  Husbands with wives?  Wives with husbands?   Deacons with preacher?  Church member with Pastor?  Pastor with people?  Unsaved…with God?  “HOW’S YOUR HEART?!”
