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"MAN: THE REMARKABLE REFLECTION"



TEXT: Gen. 1:26-27



INTRO: A. Some think that the "image of God" referred to in our text speaks of man's intellect, emotion and will and that that is the "remarkable reflection" of God in man.  While it is true that man is like God in these areas - above the animals - there is something more to God's reflection in man. Others believe that man has lost his free will and his ability to lift himself out of spiritual death, but has retained his power to think, love, his sense of right and wrong, justice and injustice, etc. and while the above is true there is still more to "MAN: THE REMARKABLE REFLECTION" (of God).



              B. In this series we have considered "THE BIBLE: OUR BELIEVEABLE BOOK" and "THE BLOOD: OUR BOUNTIFUL BENEFACTOR" and today we will examine carefully   "MAN: THE REMARKABLE REFLECTION" (of God).  Just how was man made in the "image of God"?



I.  MAN REFLECTED GOD'S IMAGE:



    A.   A Trinity in Unity:



Gen. 2:7  

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,(BODY) and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (SPIRIT); and man became a living soul. (SOUL).



I Th. 5:23  

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



1. Body: the seat and instrument of the senses.  With our bodies we experience and sense the world around us.  The body is the instrument of expression for the soul. (We think, we do.)

2. Soul: the seat of the emotions: love, sorrow, sympathy, etc.  The soul is the instrument of expression for the personality, logic, thought, etc.



NOTE: Both man and the animals have a body and soul.  Animals are capable of some limited thought, emotion, etc.



SOUL   A word with two distinct meanings in the Bible:

     

1. That which makes a human or animal body alive. This usage of the word soul refers to life in the physical body. The best example of this usage are those passages in the New Testament in which the Greek word for soul is translated as life. "For whoever desires to save his life [soul] will lose it," Jesus declared, "but whoever loses his life [soul] for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?" <Mark 8:36-37>.

     This idea is also present in the Old Testament. For example, the soul of a dying person departed at death <Gen. 35:18>. The prophet Elijah brought a child back to life by stretching himself upon the child three times and praying that God would let the child's soul come back into him <1 Kin. 17:19-23    

2. The word soul also refers to the inner life of man, the seat of his emotions, and the center of human personality. The first use of the word soul in the Old Testament expresses this meaning: "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;

and man became a living being (soul)" <Gen. 2:7>. This means more than being given physical life; the biblical writer declares that man became a "living soul," or a person, a human being, one distinct from all other animals.

     The soul is described as the seat of many emotions and desires: the desire for food <Deut. 12:20-21>, love <Song 1:7>, longing for God <Ps. 63:1>, rejoicing <Ps. 86:4>, knowing <Ps. 139:14>, and memory <Lam. 3:20>.

     In the New Testament, Jesus spoke of his soul as being "exceedingly sorrowful" <Matt. 26:38>. Mary, the mother of Jesus, proclaimed that her soul "magnifies the Lord" <Luke 1:46>. John prayed that Gaius would "prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers" <3 John 2>.  (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)  (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)



    C.   Spirit: the seat of the knowledge of God.



I Cor. 2:11  

For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 



ILLUS: Christ had a body, soul and spirit.  In His body He sacrificed Himself on the Cross and when He satisified His Father's righteous demands He said: "Father, into Thy hands I commend my SPIRIT."  When He died His BODY was placed in the tomb, His SOUL descended into unseen world called Hades and His spirit was committed unto God.



            1.   God's Temple:



a.   God chooses to dwell in a house of 3 rooms.  The OLD TESTAMENT Tabernacle and Temple carries this image.



1)   The Outer Court (or Court of the Gentiles) corresponds to the body.  It is in the body where sacrifice is made. Rom.12:1

2)   The Holy Place corresponds to the soul; the place of fellowship and service (shewbread, incense, etc.)

3)   The Holy of Holies corresponds to the spirit; the place of intimate communion with God alone.



b.   Before the fall God dwelt with Adam. (Adam was the original Temple and every subse-quent temple is patterned after the original.

                   c.   After the fall He dwells within man thru regeneration.



II. MAN'S IMAGE OF GOD MARRED:



    A.   Spiritual Death:  (Remedy: Regeneration)



1.   The moment Adam sinned he died spiritually, i.e., his fellowship, union with and his relation-ship to God were immed. broken.



ILLUS: I cut off a flower with its stem from the plant.  It is cut off from its source of life.  It is potentially dead, but the actual withering process may be delayed by placing it in water which will keep it apparently alive for days.  But the final result is death.  So too man, after the fall continued to live physically for a time, but the result was bodily as well as physical death.



    B.   Physical Death:  (Remedy: Resurrection)



           1.   In the fall man became more like the brute beast than the spiritual being God intended.

           2.   In line with this God dealt with him in harmony with his degraded condition.



a.   Even his diet was changed to than resembling that of a beast than of a being created in the image of God.



Gen. 3:17-18  

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and THOU SHALT EAT THE HERB OF THE FIELD.



QUOTE: M.R. DeHann, p.149 The Chemistry of the Blood: "Before the fall he was restricted in his diet to "herb yielding seed."  (fruit, beans, peas, tomatoes, egg plant, etc.)  But now since sin has entered into the world, God adds to man's normal diet the class of herbs called 'grass' in the Script." Here undoubtedly is the basic reason why children dislike that class of foods comprehended in the name of 'grass.'  All parents who read (this) know how difficult it is to make our children eat those foods which are so necessary for their normal development, such as lettuce, spinach and cabbage." On the other hand it is a well known fact how fond children in general are of fruits."



    C.   Spiritual Death: (Remedy: Glorification)



CONCL: "Man's trinity has been disrupted and can never be restored till the Spirit of God imparts within him a new nature.  All attempts to fix up the body or soul must meet with failure.  It is doing nothing more than a clever piece of undertaking work.  The undertaker may patch up the body, putting on the paint and the rouge, smoothly patting down the hair, and dressing up the corpse so that it looks so lifelike and natural that one would almost expect it to sit up in the coffin, but it nevertheless remains a corpse  and in a very short time will be as repulsive a corpse as if it had never been taken care of by the mortician."   IBID. p.150



       Jesus said: "Ye must be born again!"





“GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”



TEXT:  Genesis 2:7



THESIS:  To show that without God’s breath there is no real life.



INTRO:  A.  In Gen. 1 God breathes and the universe is formed and comes alive.  He created the heavens and the earth out of nothing.  Then he climaxed His creative activity by creating man out of dirt.  Then our text says “(God) breathed…and man became a living soul.  Man was nothing without the breath of God!



ILLUS:  I remember as a boy making sand sculptures.  I would get wet sand and make animals.  One day I made a man lying on the beach.  But he didn’t breathe, he didn’t move.  He just laid there!  God made his “dirt man” and then He breathed life into him.  (It isn’t just Adam who has God’s breath in him, we all do.  Job said in…)



Job 33:4

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. 



B.   God not only breathed life into Adam, but He put His breath into His Word to give it life

2 Tim.3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration (God’s breath)…”  Otherwise the Bible would be a lifeless Book.  The Bible is just another book without the breath of God.



1 Pet. 1:23

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  (“incorruptible” = never decaying, alive forever)



 C.   So the Apostles could have a living ministry Jesus (Who is God) “breathed on them” and 

said “Receive ye the Holy Ghost”. They then were able to perform functions which imparted life, health and even resurrection!  The Apostles were just mere, powerless men without the breath of God.



TRANS:  Man needs God’s breath to live,  God’s Word needs God’s breath to serve, Christian’s need God’s breath to generate and sustain spiritual life and to serve Him. We need Him to breath on us!



1   WE NEED THE BREATH OF GOD ON OUR CHURCH:



A.   Not  All Churches Are Alive:



1.   Many are like the lump of red clay in Eden; Adam looked like a man, had all the features of a man, all the body parts, but was dead!

  	 2.   Many are like the church in Sardis; it looked alive, thought it was alive, but was dead!



Rev. 3:1

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 



3.   Unless the breath of God is on a church, it is dead; praise the Lord, “GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”



11   WE NEED THE BREATH OF GOD ON OUR MINISTRY:



NOTE:  Every believer needs to have some kind of ministry.  We all have Holy Ghost imparted gifts - we just need to exercise them.  We need to beg God to breathe on them and give them life.  There are 7 permanent and ongoing gifts God gives to the church to bring it to maturity and so it can be vital and have and impart life.  They are preaching, ministering, teaching, exhorting, giving, ruling, showing mercy. V.5-8



A.   Preaching - (Me)



1.   I hate it when someone says to me “That was a good speech, pastor” - but that’s all it is if I don’t have God’s breath on me when I preach!

2.   I long for and beg God for His breath upon me as I preach; I don’t want to preach without His power.

B.   Ministering - (Us)



1.   I don’t care whether you clean the nursery, take a cake to a sick saint, wash the baptismal robes, fill the communion cups, scrub the nursery, work in the toddler dept., visit the nursing homes, shave a man who can’t shave himself, we need the breath of God on what we do!

2.   If you are a bus worker, choir member, Children’s church worker, C-Club worker, Asst. Pastor or deacon (they are both at the end of the list! Ha-ha), you may as well resign today if you are not going to seek the breath of God on your dead or dying ministry.



ILLUS:  Bus worker - you used to have God’s breath on you and when you visited your route on Sat.  you witnessed and God gave you souls.  Now you no longer have God’s breath and you visit alone and no one gets saved.  You don’t care about the needs of the families on your route.  You used to bring clothes, food, etc. to the bus families and they saw you were real and wanted what you had, and God breathed on your ministry and moms and dads got saved.  Now you go alone and nothing much happens.  What’s wrong?  “GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”  He’s just not breathing on you!  You haven’t begged, prayed, fasted, pled or even asked for His help and power.



3.   You may have a title like Rev., Pastor, Administrator, Dr., or ? but your ministry has no life without God’s breath on it!



C.   Teacher (You)



1.   You may teach in S.S., our day school, C-Club, our follow up “Bible Basics” course, the toddler dept., or anywhere, but if you do it without God’s breath you are wasting your breath!

2.   It’s not just charisma, personality, hard work, methods, organization - that’s all flesh and “the flesh profiteth nothing” - you need God’s breath!

		

    D.   Exhorter - (You?)



1.   An exhorter is one who provides comfort, blesses others, encourages, stirs or stimulates others to good works.

2.   You choir members or special music people, and instrumentalists, need to ask God for His breath upon your music ministry.



ILLUS:  There is a difference between ministering in music and entertaining!  You need to seek God’s mind on your choice of music, beg Him for His breath on your presentation and let Him bless others thru you.  If the preacher needs the power of God on Him to bless others, so does the musician.



    E.   Givers (All Of Us?)		



1.   God loves a cheerful giver, but He blesses and uses a God-breathed upon gift and giver.  (The difference between Ananias and Sapphira and Barnabas and their gifts).

2.   Notice the qualification for giving:  “with simplicity” i.e., not for show, not to get, not for applause or recognition.



ILLUS:  Lots of folks have the gift of giving - they just don’t exercise it!  (Just like the other gifts.)  God’s breath is on all tithing (because He requires that of all believers), but when it comes to our offerings and love gifts and gifts to the poor, we need to pray and ask God to help us and breath on our money and our gift of giving.

       F.   Administration - (Some)



     1.   God gives common sense and an ability to “rule” to certain people.

2.   Hopefully every pastor has this gift, every school administrator needs this gift, every 

treasurer  needs it, everyone who is “over” anyone else must have it, but to administer or “rule” needs God’s breath for success.

     3.   The qualifier for this gift is “with diligence.”



G.   Mercy - (Not enough)



   1.   The words primary meaning is to show compassion.

   2.   It is one thing to offer words of condolence or pity, it is another to show compassion.

   3.   If you ever needed God’s breath on your gift it is on the gift of mercy.

   4.   Note that it is to be offered with cheerfulness, not gloom and doom.



ILLUS:  Did you find your gift in this list?  Where are you?  Are you using your gift? Have you sought God’s breath on your gift?  “GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”



111   WE NEED GOD’S BREATH IN OUR HOMES:	



A.   Ladies:  Try Submitting Instead Of Leading.



B.   Men:   Try Loving and Leading Instead Of Shirking.



C.   Children:  Try Obeying Instead of Rebelling.



D.   Families:  Try Praising Instead Of Complaining.



ILLUS:  No wonder our kids don’t want to serve the Lord.  “Did you see what she word?”  “Did you hear what he said about me?”  “Can you believe what the preacher said?”  “Did you smell the nursery?”   “Did you see how that bus driver was driving?”    Then you shift gears and say “Let’s get ready to go back to church.”  “Are you praying about full time service?”  



    E.   Church Members:  Try Serving Instead Of Criticizing.



ILLUS:  Why not find something nice about the church?  “Did you see how nice the church looked today?”  “What a blessing that special number was.”  “The Lord  spoke to me in the message today.”  “It was a blessing to see Mike and Bette in the service.”  “God is so good in giving us a great church.”   Ask God to breathe on you and your family!  “GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”



CONCL:  God breathed on His creation, on man, on His Word, on His Apostles, on His Church.  We need to ask for His breath on our church, our ministry, our family. Don’t you want His power, blessing and fellowship?  As Him to breathe on you!  “GOD HASN’T STOPPED BREATHING!”  and He wants to breathe on you!











ADAM’S RIB, WOMEN’S LIB OR THE DEVIL’S FIB?

				

TEXT:  Genesis 2:18-25

18	And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 

19	And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 

20	And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

21	And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

22	And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23	And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

24	Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

25	And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 



THESIS:  To set forth the role, rights and responsibilities of women in the light of the Bible.



INTRO:  A.  Religion demeans women…the Bible exalts women!  The Muslim religion and its Scripture, the Koran, destroys feminine dignity.



ILLUS:  While men sit in the shade in Muslim countries, women work in stone quarries with picks and carry off the rubble in baskets on their heads.  Bricklayers are men, but the mortar mixers and hod carriers are women.  When one westerner saw this and questioned it, he was told “Women aren’t smart enough to lay bricks.”  



Understanding the Islamic Explosion, Palmer) The Equal Rights Amendment  (ERA), guaran-tees the “right” for women to work in the quarry and mix the mortar!  They can carry a gun, go to war and even have the privilege of sleeping in a fox hole with men and mud!



                   B.   ERA, Women’s Lib, the Feminist Movement and Unisex are Satanic attacks against women and confuse sexual identity, destroy femininity, promote homosexuality and destroy Biblical authority.



TRANS:  The Bible speaks about women’s role, rights and responsibility…



I.  WOMEN’S ROLE:



    A.   Adam’s Rib:



	God “created” (Hebrew: “bara”) the world, He “formed” (Hebrew: “jatsar”) man and “made” (Hebrew: “banah”) woman.  The word for “rib” is “tselah” and is a feminine noun.  The word for “rib” is ordinarily used for a beam or joist in a building.  The Lord made or built a woman from a “beam” in man’s body.  The woman has a body different from anything else in creation.  A “house” was constructed for the woman’s soul!

The rib speaks of her role.  She was not an afterthought.  She was the crown of God’s creation.  The creation account is one of increasing complexity and importance.  You say “man is more important; God created Him first.”  Using that logic you would have to say a mosquito or an aardvark is more important than man!



          Woman was the “help meet” (2 words) for man. That means that she was the one who was specifically created to be man’s complement; a help which was “meet” or fashioned just for him.



	Man was incomplete without woman.  He is like a 2 sided triangle or a 3 sided square.   Man has the motor and gas but no starter.  Woman has the starter but no motor or gas.  He’s got what it takes but he needs someone to start him!  (If you don’t believe this ladies, whisper a few “sweet nothings” in his ear and see if you don’t start something!)



	Woman’s primary role is to complete her husband.  The word “meet” is literally “aid.”  Woman is to aid her needy husband.  Ladies, he needs you more than you need him.  God didn’t create a child or a pet for man, he created a woman.  He didn’t see a child needing care, he saw a man needing help.  God didn’t make a woman for her children or to care for her house, but to complete her husband!



    B.   Women’s Lib:



	The “libbers” want role-reversal (hence the masculine clothing and hair styles, tatoos, cigars, etc.).  They promote sexual confusion.  Let’s look at hair styles.  What comes out of the top of a man’s head manifests what goes on inside it!  A man who wears his hair long because some woman told him he looked good, is obviously a responder (the woman’s role), not the leader.  He has a female soul.  A man is to have authority over a woman. That’s what his short hair symbolizes.  His badge of authority is his short hair.  The woman’s badge of submission is her longer hair.  If a woman crops her hair in masculine style she has reversed her role and is dominant and the aggressor.   Her hair length shows the degree of her submission to her husband and the Lord.  (1 Cor.11- check it out!)



    C.   Satan’s LIE:



	Satan whispers to women that they will be happy when they “take charge.”  Just the opposite is true!  God never made a bird to swim or a fish to fly.  A bird out of its element or a fish out of its element cannot fulfill God’s purpose.  Neither can a woman out of her God assigned role.



	Satan says disregard Bible regulations about hair and clothing and you will feel better about yourself.  (Would you follow my leadership as your Pastor if I came out on the platform with hair over my shoulders, wearing a skirt and carrying a purse? )  Role reversal is Satanic!  Moms need to teach by example.  Their daughters need to be feminine, play with dolls and wear dresses!    Dads and husbands need to regain the authority in their home and insist that their ladies be, look and dress feminine.  (I can hear Mr. Milquetoast whine, “But she won’t let me!”)	



II.  WOMEN’S RIGHTS:



    A.   Heaven On Earth:



	All was peaceful and serene in the Garden till the woman became a “libber” and asserted her “rights.”  Eve’s “right” was a right to serve and respond to her husband, complete him, and follow his leadership.



            The first command in the Bible is always to the follower.  Wives are commanded to “submit” before husbands are told to “love.”  Children are told to “obey” before fathers are told to “bring them up in the nurture and admonish of the Lord.”  This means you have no “rights” till you do your job first.  Women are to respond to the man’s needs first, then their “rights” will be recognized.



    B.   Satan in the Garden:



	Misery loves company.  Satan had rebelled against God’s authority and order and was cast out of heaven.  He wanted Eve and Adam to be cast out of paradise and he knew their rebellion was needed to accomplish that.  He was miserably lonely without communion with God and fiercely jealous of those who were serving the Lord and staying in God’s order.



	Satan saw how God communed with Adam and Eve and saw the blissful relationship they had with each other.  His jealousy prompted him to drag these lower creatures with higher privileges than he now had, down to his level.  He appealed to the “weaker vessel” (spiritually), and to the more emotional of the pair first.  Without her man by her side, she fell headlong into his trap.



III.   WOMEN’S RESPONSIBILITIES:



    A.   Equality in Eden:  



Gen. 2:22-23

22	And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23	And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 



	As with the animals (v.19) God brought the woman to Adam and he named her.  He called her “woman” (Hebrew:  “Isha”) because she came out of the man (Hebrew: “Ish”).  Together they became one.  In God’s arithmetic 1 + 1 = 1!  (v.24)

	No children are mentioned yet, even thought the word “cleave” suggests sexual relationship.  Also the concept of children is introduced with the terms “father and mother” though Adam and Eve had neither!  The point is that Eve was to fulfill her responsibility as “an help meet” to Adam before the fall.



    B.   Sin In Paradise:



Gen. 3:16

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 



	Eve’s initial rebellion and “women’s lib movement” drug Adam with her.  Eve asserted her “rights” instead of exercising her responsibility. Her rebellion brought her pain in childbirth.  Her “rights” got her submission to her husband.  



	Women can continue to swallow the suggestions of Satan if they please, but they will continue to pay the awful price attached to those suggestions.  This whole subject is more than about what clothes you wear or how you wear your hair, ladies, it is about God’s order and His authority, and one day you will stand before Him and answer to His authority!



CONCLUSION:  Today ADAM’S RIB (the woman) has fallen for WOMEN’S LIB, which in reality is THE DEVIL’S FIB!   The whole movement is anti-God, anti-Christ and anti-Bible!



	According to 1 Cor. 11:7 “the woman is the glory of man!”  No creature of God will ever be happy or fulfilled or useful till that thing which is superior becomes its master.  Ladies, if God has given you a man, he is not complete without you.  You must complete him.



	Men, if you have not assumed your role and accepted your responsibility as spiritual leader in your home, do so today!



	Unsaved friend, the Lord wants to be your Savior and your Lord.  The first authority you must submit to is His!  Do it now!





"HELP FOR THE HOME"



TEXT:  Gen. 2:24 and Mt. 19:4-6



INTRO: A. Remember when...  But now...She was beautiful and he was handsome?    She is older and he is bald!  There were no children? The kids create tensions!   Things went so smoothly? You know his/her faults!   You could enjoy each other? You have no money to do anything! You couldn't wait to see each other?  You wish you could get away! The kids were so sweet? Now they are teens!  You used to talk to each other? Now you yell at each other!  Kids, your parents were wonderful? Now they are your biggest problem! You had such wonderful dreams?  They have become a nightmare!



    B.   The Home which was your greatest hope in life has become your biggest headache!  Don't 

throw in the towel!  There is hope!  God offers His help to anyone willing to work at it and follow His guidelines.



    C.   My credentials for teaching on this subject are that I have been married for 34 years, have 

raised 4 children, have 2 sons-in-law and 2 daughters-in-law, 6 grandchildren and 2 more on the way.  I can tell you from experience what works and what doesn't; where I have succeeded and where I have failed as a husband, father, Pastor and now as a grandparent.  But beyond my experience, I have principles which are guaranteed to work from the Word of God!  That will be the basis for this series of lessons on "HELP FOR THE 



HOME."



I.  TEN TABOOS (FOR SELECTING A MATE):



    A.   Beware the Unbeliever!



1.   Marriage has been called "The Tender Trap" but it is more like "The Suicidal Snare" or "The Quintessential Quagmire" for the believer who succumbs to a life-long yoke with an unbeliever.

    2.   The sure fire way to avoid marrying an unsaved person is never to date one.



    B.   Never Marry Because of Social Pressure.

    C.   Don't Run from An Unhappy Home Life.

    D.   Don't Marry Out of Panic.

    E.   Don't Do It Because of Pregnancy.

    F.   Never Marry Until the Lord Leads.

    G.   Do Not Marry A Divorcee.

    H.   Don't Marry Because of Mutual Interests, Including Children.

    I.   Don't Do So To Solve Problems.

    J.   Never Marry Because of Physical Attraction.



ILLUS: Biblically, families often arranged marriages without the marriage partners having a great deal to say.  This was done so that the parents, deemed to be wiser and having their children's best interests at heart, could make better decisions without being influenced by externals alone.



II. PROVEN PREREQUISITES (FOR A GOD-BLESSED MARRIAGE)



    A.   Born Again!

    B.   Love For Each Other (must be beyond physical attraction!)

    C.   Desire To Make It Work:



    1.   You must whole-heartedly believe there is no way out!

    2.   There is no scriptural reason for a marriage to break up! (cf.v.6)



    D.   Surrendered To The Lord.

    E.   Believe God Is Able.



1II. TWO TESTS (FOR THE MARRAIGE UNION):



    A.   Severance:  "leave..."



    1.   The parental cord must be cut before a couple can hope to have a lasting marriage.

    2.   Both the children and the parents must understand and agree to this principle.



ILLUS: When the father of the Bride "gives away" his daughter in a wedding ceremony, the symbolism is powerful.  The "cleave" aspect in the wedding is crucial.



      a.   The door must be closed to the children's return to the home.

b.   The parents need to keep their nose out of their child's affairs unless asked for advice or 

help and even then they need to use great discretion.

c.   To "leave father and mother" means to break the parent-child bond, to sever the dependent strings that once provided security, protection, financial assistance and physical needs.



NOTE: If these ties are brought into a marriage it will hinder the bond of marriage from sealing.  So God mentions this first, even before He talks about "cleaving" to each other.



ILLUS: Chuck Swindoll whose book "Strike the Original Match" is recommended, with reservation, speaks of the old folk song "Billy Boy" to illustrate this point.  Billy Boy and his girlfriend never married.  The reason: "She's a young thing and cannot leave her mother."  How old was she?  3 X 6 and 4 X 7, 28 and 11 or 85 years old!  She couldn't cut the apron strings!



    B.   Permanence: "cleave..."



   1.   Leave and cleave, sever and bond, loosen and secure, depart and attach to.

   2.   The Heb. word translated "cleave" means "to attach to, to cling".



ILLUS: When couples vow "till death do us part" it has often no more strength than a mere wedding formality.  What they mean is "till disagreement do us part."

        The sign in a Hollywood jewelry store says much about today's mentality regarding the permanence of the marriage bond: "WE RENT WEDDING RINGS"!

        The statistics are alarming: In 1960 one out of 4 marriages ended in divorce; in 1975 one out of every two; in 1990 one out of every 1 1/2!  That's an alarming increase of 150 percent in one generation!



3.   The word cleave is very strong and deals with a bond which cannot be broken without great damage being done to both parties (and others who are a part of this union).



ILLUS: I heard a tragic story of former members of this church, now divorced, and one of the parents recently got remarried.  The children couldn't handle this and ruined the wedding as they could not hold back the tears!  They had parents who refused to abide by the "till death" portion of their vows.

   	The have "put asunder" what "God hath joined together."  It is not "till disagreement do us part" but till death!



QUOTE: "There are two processes that must never be started prematurely; embalming and divorce!"



4.   Becoming "one flesh" is a joining not just in physical union but in spiritual oneness...it is unity as to goals, direction and dreams.



ILLUS: "One flesh" does not mean uniformity.  "God brought Eve to Adam...not to be a female Adam but to be distinctly unique, obviously different from him."  Swindoll  But she did come "out of" Adam, so there should be a oneness.  They shared the same flesh, bones, nerves, cells, DNA, and so all that she became, he had been.  The whole idea of mutual acceptance, giving, listening, forgiving, belonging and direction was implied.  It is two individuals willingly blending into each other's lives, sharing and completing each other.



I Cor. 7:3-6   

3   Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and  likewise also the wife unto the husband.

4   The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.       [Total unselfishness]

5. If there is any concept every Christian couple must grasp to make their marriage last it is that of unselfishness!

6. If there is no compromise in a marriage that marriage is doomed to failure;  there is no "mine" and "yours" it must be "ours"!



ILLUS: If you cannot handle that it is better to stay unmarried!



CONCL: In this series we will deal not only with the married, but also with the never married, the not married, the divorced, the remarried, the widowed, the abandoned, the separated, and of course, the children.  Sooner or later we will get to YOU!  There is HELP FOR (EVERY) HOME!





“THE GREATEST SIN BELIEVERS COMMIT”



TEXT:  Gen. 3:1-7



THESIS:  To show that the sin of independence of God is the greatest sin of the believer.



INTRO:  A.  Genesis 3 is perhaps the most hated portion of the Bible among 21st century theologians, educators, lawyers, politicians, scientists and the intelligentsia at large.  The fall of man and the concept of sin must be eradicated at all costs.  Evolution hinges on getting rid of sin and accountability.  The believer understands this opposition.  If Genesis 3 means what it says and says what it means, it postulates 5 of the most unsavory and objectionable truths to ever give the intellectuals a fit:



1.  The root source of all questioning and doubting the Bible is Satanic.

           	2.  Sin on this planet begins with subtracting from and adding to the Bible, and is thus Satanic.

           	3.  Man’s present desire to be “godlike” or like a god in knowledge, is Satanic

4.  Satan is a real force to be reckoned with in the intellectual realm.

           	5.  Man, in his present condition, is a fallen, deluded, deceived self-righteous, “buck passer” who

             is hiding from God and using his “religion” as an excuse to disobey the Word of God.



So much for the revelation of the sinner in the text, but what about the revelation given in the text about the “child of God” (Adam and Eve)?  What does the text tell us about “THE GREATEST SIN BELIEVERS COMMIT?”



I.   DISREGARDING GOD’S WORD IS A GREAT SIN:



    A.   “Yea, hath God said…?”   v.1

	

ILLUS:  All sin has its origin in a violation of a clear command, precept or principle of God’s Word.  Satan starts the ball rolling with Eve, our first mother.  Satan is not interested in what God said or did not say; what he is interested in is getting Eve (and us) to doubt that He said what He said.



	1.   Eve did not hear the Word of God directly, but from her head, Adam.

2.   Eve made a grave mistake (no pun intended), when she left the side of Adam (from which she had recently been taken).

         	3.   Eve was apparently near the forbidden tree.  “the woman saw…”  v.6

4.   Eve may have been intrigued by the beautiful fruit.  (Those who would not eat of forbidden 

fruit should stay away from the forbidden tree.)  

         

	      a.   Satan takes advantage of Eve’s position and interest.

                  b.   Satan distorts the prohibition and portrays God as selfish.

	      c.   Satan lies about the prohibition and exaggerates it.

d.   Satan blasphemes God and implies He is selfish and not generous.  “God doth know…”  v.5a



            5.   Eve defends the Lord somewhat with a weak response.  v.2



NOTE:  Note the complaining spirit or hidden gripe in Eve’s words, making God seem like a harsh disciplinarian.  That’s how the sin of rebellion always starts.



	  a.   We need to rejoice in our liberties, not complain about our restrictions.

              b.   Eve underscored the command “neither shall ye touch it.”

              c.   Eve begins to waver:  Eve said “lest ye die.”  (God said “surely die!”)



ILLUS:  Someone said “Eve is the perfect modern ‘conservative.’  She believes the ‘fundamentals’ without believing the words that teach them!”



               d.   The door is open…first doubt, then denial.



1)   Satan’s aim was to turn her look into lust, her desire into a decision, her choice into a chain and the sinner into a seducer!

         2)   He has the same plans for us!



TRANS:  Disregarding God’s Word is indeed a great sin…



II.  DISOBEYING GOD’S WILL IS A GREAT SIN:



ILLUS:  God had devised a wonderful way for man to live.  He could eat of the tree of life and live forever, sinless, and in service to the Lord, within a perfect environment; without weather, family, political, taxation, marital, money, health or sexual problems (man’s greatest burdens today)!



    A.   “She took…and did eat…and he did eat…”  v.6



	1.   They join Satan in his spiritual bankruptcy.

         	2.   They “took” – Satan didn’t force  (Neither God nor Satan will force us!).

	3.   They looked, they took, they ate!  (They stole from God!)

 	4.   They begin their journey to spiritual death.



ILLUS:  The wages of sin is always death.  They didn’t die physically immediately.  But they did die spiritually, and of course potentially physically and eternally.  (God’s grace saved them spiritual death!)

When we yield to temptation we also die.  Our resolve will die; our respect (from others) will die, our strength will die (it will be easier to succumb next time), our reputation will die, our testimony will die.



	5.   They are ultimately banished from Paradise!



TRANS:  Disregarding God’s Word is a great sin; disobeying God’s way is a great sin, but…



III.  DECLARING INDEPENDENCE FROM GOD’S WAY IS THE GREATEST  SIN!



QUOTE:  Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.  “The devil did not tempt Adam and Eve to steal, to lie, to kill, to commit adultery; he tempted them to live independent of God.



    A.   “Ye shall be as gods…”  v.5



ILLUS:  Though Satan is lying through his fangs; note the 4 elements of truth in the lie.  (You can’t sell a bushel of bad apples without putting the good ones on top!)



1.   “God doth know”  -  absolutely true.   (He omits that God also knows more than He has told Eve.)

2.   “Your eyes shall be opened”  -  absolutely true.   (He omits that opened eyes are not always good.  Cf. Hab.1:13)

3.   “Ye shall be as gods”   -  absolutely true.  (cf. v.22)  (He omits being as “gods” doesn’t solve anything;  “gods” are sometimes fallen angels)

4.   “Knowing good and evil”   -   absolutely true.   (He omits “knowing good and evil”  is what                                                                                                                         condemns the sinner!)



	       a.   He suggests that they shall be sovereigns, not subjects.

         	       b.   He implies that they will be self-sufficient, not dependent.

         	       c.   He hisses that they will be superior, no longer inferior.



ILLUS:  Satan ruined himself by desiring to be like God.  Now he wanted them to join him. Misery loves company!  Thus:  drug pushers, pimps, prostitutes, gamblers, pornographers, homosexuals, etc.



	       d.   He whispers that they will be stronger, no longer weak.



ILLUS:  At first his suggestions seem to have merit.  They always do.  But John R. Rice said it all in his booklet: “All Satan’s apples have worms!”   Guilt always follows sin.  Self-recrimination always follows sin.  Sorrow always follows sin.  Weakness, subservience, dependence and addiction always follow sin!



	             1)   The greatest sin is to issue a declaration of independence from God.

                         2)   The greatest sorrow always follows the greatest sin.

                         3)   The Bible declares “whatsoever is not of faith is sin!”

         4)   When the believer operates independently of God and stops asking for help, wisdom, 

                         direction, and strength, he or she is doomed!



ILLUS:  When we stop trusting God, having faith in God, ignoring God, it is SIN!  When we stop trusting God we displease God.  All sin has one characteristic in common, i.e., they are all acts or attitudes which are done apart from depending on God (faith).  Faith is another word for dependence and when we depend on God we do what?  Please Him!



CONCL:  Satan didn’t try to disprove the existence of God to Adam and Eve, he just wanted them to act independently.  He said it was O.K. to be God-conscious, but not God-dependent.  It was all right to be God-like, but not God-dependent.  It was all right to worship God, pray to God, give to God and work for God, but not to be God-dependent, or trust God.  THE GREATEST SIN THE BELIEVER COMMITS IS THE SIN OF A LACK OF FAITH, TRUST OR DEPENDENCE ON GOD! 





"NO FAULT SIN?"

or "FLIRTING WITH SIN"



TEXT: Gen. 3:4



THESIS: To show that sin always has severe consequences.



INTRO: A. Satan invented the doctrine of "NO FAULT SIN" - not God!  God said that if our first parents ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they would "surely die!"  God said "Sin and pay."  Satan said "Sin and you won't have to pay."  Adam and Eve knew that Satan was lying, but once he had concentrated their attention on the forbidden tree and started them thinking that God was unfair to forbid it, they began to waver and were all ears to hear what the devil had to say next.



                B. God hasn't changed, neither has Satan!  Satan wants to eradicate responsibility for our actions.  The Sodomite says "I can't help being homosexual, I was born this way."  The teens who get in trouble say "We couldn't help ourselves, our hormones made us do it."  The worldly philosophy has infiltrated the church.  No one is guilty for anything, they are to be pitied because of their environment, upbringing, childhood, peer pressure, what others did to them, etc.  No one is to be punished, they are just to be pitied.  Preachers are guilty too; we have become states- men instead of prophets, toning down our "products" negative image and putting all our stress on what we think will please the people, more that what will please God.



QUOTE: A.W. Tozer said: "We who preach the Gospel must not think of ourselves as public relations agents sent to establish good will bet. Christ and the world...We are not diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a compromise but an ultimatum."



TRANS: Our first parents fatal mistake was in not silencing Satan, but giving him a chance to speak.  They were "FLIRTING WITH SIN"!



I.  FATAL ATTRACTION:



    A.   Divide and Conquer:



1.   Satan had to drive a wedge between God and Adam and Eve and between Adam and his wife.

2.   Satan's first strategy was to weaken Adam and Eve's allegiance to God by implying that God had lied to them.



NOTE: The issue was one of character; God's and Satan's.  They could either trust one or the other.



ILLUS: Adam was apparently right by Eve's side when the temptation took place and he never opened his mouth!  He was flirting with sin!  Like the husband who let's his wife choose a restaurant and then when it isn't any good, he can blame her.  If it is good, he can take part of the credit! It's the Dagwood Bumstead syndrome: "You decide, honey." The decision is often more serious than where to eat dinner.  It can be home-schooling or having another baby or...



          	      a.   But God had placed the responsibility for Eve's welfare on Adam.

          	      b.   Man was created first and Eve was HIS helpmeet, not the other way.



    B.   "Here - Let Me Help You."



       	1.   Satan came off as trying to be a help...he actually stirred discontent.

2.   They had apparently never thought about the one "imperfection" in Eden...Satan had created a (false) need!



ILLUS:  Satan: "Why do you have such poor health?" Us:  "Actually I have good health except for this arthritis in my shoulder..." Satan: "Why do you have so many financial problems when you tithe?" Us:  But God has given me 3 beautiful children, food to eat, a car to drive, but I sure wish the pressure would ease up...

    C.   The Glamor of Gossip:   v.5



           1.   Satan "let them in on a secret"...they would be "as gods"...

           2.   Your best friend can be your worst enemy.



ILLUS: Adam stood by and listened to the temptation and never rebuked Satan! Under the guise of supporting his wife, he let Satan stroke her till she finally gave in.



                a.   Adam didn't fight the devil, he supported his wife.

                b.   Adam didn't stand up for God, he gave in to Eve.

                c.   Adam loved God but he loved Eve more.

                d.   Eve believed Satan, Adam believed God...he just didn't obey!



NOTE: The husband who doesn't take the spiritual leadership in the home is no better than Adam!  The husband who allows his wife to make wrong decisions has abdicated his responsibility.  The man who doesn't stand up for the Lord and speak up doesn't deserve to criticize Adam!  He is not a true friend of his wife or of the Lord...he is a spiritual midget!



    D.   "Sign Here, Please."  v.5



1.   The final temptation is the promise that Adam and Eve would become part of the "in crowd" themselves.

2.   They already knew "good" and had no need to know "evil"; they walked with God daily, they had no need to fellowship with Satan.



    E.   The Friends Justify the Means: v.6



1.   Eve, by her own admission, was totally taken in by Satan's temptation but Adam wasn't deceived he just stood passivily by, flirting with sin!



I Tim. 2:14  

And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 



2.   Think of the ramifications if Adam's love for his wife had not over-shadowed his love for the Lord.



ILLUS: Don't let your love, respect or duty to your friends come before your love for the Lord, respect for His Word or duty to Him.  The worst and most difficult pressure to sin is peer pressure.  No friend, spouse or boss should be able to get you to sin against your Savior!



II. DEATH BY DEGREES:



    A.   "Try It - You'll Like It!"



       	1.   Satan dangles sin before us and displays its pleasurable side, never its dangerous side.

2.   Satan only shows 1/2 of the picture; the "high" of booze or drugs, never the broken home, health or wasted life; the ecstasy of premarital sex, never the responsibility of raising that love child or the sexually transmitted disease of promiscuity.



    B.   Playground or Battleground:

1.   The concept of the Christian is the opposite of the Bible view: the Bible says we are soldiers, we think we are here for God to satisfy us and gratify us.

2.   The Bible says we are to fight, we think we are to frolic; the Bible shows us we are pilgirms in a foreign land, we believe we are permanent residents of an earthly home.



QUOTE: A.W. Tozer:  "That this world is a playground instead of a battleground has now been accepted in practice by the vast majority of...Christians. They might hedge around the question if they were asked bluntly to declare their position, but their conduct gives them away.  They are facing both ways, enjoying Christ and the world too, and gleefully telling everyone that accepting Jesus does not require them to give up their fun, and that Christianity is just the jolliest thing imaginable."



3.   God wants us to enjoy what He gives us, but we should enjoy it like a carpenter enjoys his new hammer, not like a drunk enjoys his wine.



CONCL:  As Christians we are not yet seduced, but we are "FLIRTING WITH THE DEVIL and SIN!"  We are not dead, but we are double minded.  Flirting with sin is like standing with one foot on the boat and one on the pier.  You can't hold that position too long before you fall in the water!

         Christians need to realize the price tag on their sin: a ruined life, a sullied testimony, lost loved ones rejecting Christ, loss of power and reproach on the work of Christ. The unsaved need to realize the price tag on their sin: hell!





“TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS”



TEXT: Gen. 3:20



THESIS: To showcase two biblical mothers who have impacted all of human history.



INTRO:  A. Mother’s Day is not a biblical holiday, but it is certainly biblical to honor mothers.  Mother’s Day has become a commercialized holiday when the card manufacturers, florists and the phone companies add mountains of money to their coffers, but it is still right and proper to give cards, gifts and calls to mom and tell her in as many ways as possible “I love you, Mom!” 



ILLUS:  What is the very best gift you could give your mother?  How about your love, devotion, help, time, obedience or attention?  These things never wear out or wear thin.  They are treasures only YOU can give.



  	    B. There are ‘TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS” in God’s Word we will focus on today.  They are “magnificent” because they have both contributed so much to humanity and because they have both contributed so much to us personally.  Each of us has been touched and affected by these two Bible mothers.



I.  EVE = THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING:



    A.   The Template (Pattern):



	1.   Her Beauty was flawless.



ILLUS:  Before her fall Eve had no sin to mar her beauty.  There were no lines of worry in her face, no stooped shoulders because of burdens, no streaks from tears on her cheeks.  She was created without sin and the ravages of sin: sickness, disease, heartache or grief and would have lived that way forever had she not sinned.

Adam was the only man who ever lived who could honestly say to his wife: “You are the most beautiful woman I have ever laid eyes on!”  She was a vision of beauty and loveliness.  She was not only his sinless and gorgeous wife, but could become the mother of his perfect children.



	 2.   Her Sweetness was natural.



ILLUS:  She was created out of his own body, from under his own heart.  She would be the most loving, adoring, obedient and submissive wife ever.  She is called Adam’s “help meet” i.e. one who is just like him, only different; one with his very nature and his characteristics, the perfect complement to her hus-band.   Whenever Adam wanted or needed anything, Eve would say sweetly “Yes, dear” and mean it with all her heart; no hypocrisy, not begrudging anything he asked of her.  Her delight was to please him and be all he needed her to be.



	  3.   Her Innocence was perfection:



         a.   Theologians refer to Adam and Eve before the fall as having “creature perfection.”

	         b.   They were as perfect and innocent as the unfallen angels.



ILLUS:  They had the one and only perfect marriage.  But their marriage was to be a template for every subsequent marriage.  They teach us that marriage was to be monogamous; for the propagation of the race, without provision for dissolution (divorce); without sexual relations outside of their union; a lifelong commitment and between a male and female only!



   B.   The Tempted:



NOTE: Into this ideal and idyllic relationship slithers the Satanic serpent.  



1.   Her foolishness: Satan causes her to question God’s Word and His Will.  “Yea, hath God said?”  (3:1-5)

2.   Her failure: instead of obeying her Creator and trusting His gracious provision, she listened to the hiss of the serpent and lost her innocence.



ILLUS:  Wife manship and motherhood can only be what God intended it to be when the woman submits herself to God and His Word, comes into a proper, biblical relationship with the Lord and her husband and follows God’s pattern outlined in His Bible.  To take even one step outside that perfect plan is to succumb to Satanic suggestion.



Norma Jean Mortensen was born in 1926 and died 37 years later.  Her mother went berserk so Norman Jean went to live with Christian relatives, but didn’t get saved.  At age 9 she was raped by a 40 year old banker.  In her 20’s she went to bed with a 79 year old man in Holly-wood to get a $74.00/week job.  She became “Marilyn Monroe” then lived with a 59 year old man for a while, before marrying Joe DiMaggio who divorced her for posing nude. then she married Arthur Miller.  She began taking 30 pills a day along with liquor.  At age 37 she bragged about her sexual escapades with then President Kennedy.  She ended up nude, doped and dead in her bed at age 37.  Her mother failed her and she failed God!



    C.   The Temptress:  (3:6-7)

1.   Now that Eve has lost her innocence, she takes on the nature of the serpent and places her husband in jeopardy.



ILLUS:  One women’s libber asked her husband sarcastically “Where would you men be with-out us women?”  He sharply replied: “In the Garden of Eden fellowshipping with God.” The truth is that Adam falls, rationally, intentionally and voluntarily.



1 Tim. 2:13-14 		

13	  For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 

14	  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 



Apparently Adam, like Christ, so loved His bride, that he was willing to share in the punishment for her sin!  Knowing the penalty, he lays down his life for her!  What love!  (We can only speculate what would have happened if he had refused to do so!)



    D.   The Triumphant: (3:15)



1.   The bad news is that Eve sinned!  The good news is that God had a backup plan and would use her to implement that plan. 

2.   It would be through her seed that truth would triumph and that redemption would be provided and that Satan would be defeated.



TRANS:  Though Adam and Eve would now pass to their children their sin nature and punishment for sin, God would raise up another MAGNIFICENT MOTHER to deal with the problem.



II.  MARY = THE MOTHER OF OUR SAVIOR:



    A.   Her Pure Heart:



1.   Mary was not sinless but she was a virgin when God came looking for a woman to bear child.   Mt. 1:24-25



ILLUS: Mary was not “the Mother of God” but rather the mother of Jesus’ humanity.  She was the God-chosen vehicle to bear our Savior in the flesh.  Jesus was Mary’s Creator so she could not God’s mother.  Imagine Mary introducing Jesus to others: “This is God, my Son.”  If Mary was God’s mother, then Joseph was God’s step-father, James, Joseph, Simon and Judas were God’s brothers and John the Baptist was God’s cousin.  Mary was not “Perpetually Virgin” for she had other children and she was not “Immaculately Conceived” for she was a sinner in need of a Savior and recognized that God was her Savior before Jesus was born.  She is never called “Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of the Universe,”	or “Queen of the Apostles” anywhere in the Bible.  She is not “Co-Redeemer” with Christ 	(“without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins”) and she is never said to have been “Bodily Assumed into Heaven” any-where in the Bible; in fact her death is not recorded in the Bible.  Here last recorded words were: “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”  John 2:5



2.   But, thank God, Mary was found to be in the royal lineage and a virgin when God sought her out.



ILLUS:  Mary’s story proves that purity is still possible even when two people are engaged to be married.  In fact, Mary and Joseph become examples to all engaged couples.  What a tragedy if Mary and Joseph, both of whom were in Christ’s royal line, and the ONLY ones who were eligible to establish Christ’s throne rights, if they had not guarded their chastity!



    B.   Her Pondering Heart:  



Lk. 2:19 

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 



1. After the birth of Jesus, when she saw the shepherds worshipping Him, she began to reflect on the Angelic promise and the prospects for Israel and mankind because of Him.

2. As she raised Jesus and as He “increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man” she pondered the events of His miraculous conception and birth and began to realize the tremendous responsibility that was hers.  Lk. 2:52



ILLUS:  Only one mother could be the bearer of the Christ-child, the God-man, but every mother has a responsibility to raise her children to be respectful, obedient and to teach them and train them in spiritual things.  



    C.   Her Pierced Heart:



Lk. 2:35 

(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 



John 19:25

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 



ILLUS: Every mother who has ever lost a son to disease, sickness, war, drugs, booze or through any other means, knows how Mary felt that day watching her son die on the cross.  Perhaps you have buried a little infant out in “baby land” or a son in a flag draped coffin, or lost a child thru some sinful activity ...your heart has also been pierced.  Let Mary encourage you today.



CONCL: Here we have TWO MAGNIFICENT MOTHERS out of the pages of God’s Word. One was THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING and the other was THE MOTHER OF OUR SAVIOR!  Both provide us with examples of Biblical motherhood.  One gives us somewhat of a negative example, the other of a purely positive example.



What kind of mother are YOU?  Are you a good role-model for your children?  A good submissive wife to your husband?  Hey Dad!  What about your example to your children?  Are you a loving husband?   The spiritual leader in your home?  Hey kids!  Are you submissive and obedient to your parents?  Do you “honor your father and your mother?”



1. The believer must examine his/her “communion” or fellowship with Christ and with His  family.









“DARK IN THE ARK”



TEXT:  Genesis 6:14-16



THESIS:  To show why darkness is often the lot of the believer.



INTRO:  A.  We know the story of Noah and the Ark.  We are fascinated with Noah’s obedience.  We marvel at how Noah and his 3 sons cared for all the animals for a year. We ask how did Mrs. Noah and her 3 daughters-in-law fed everyone without a local supermarket or MacDonalds, and kept their home-on-the-water clean.  What had begun as an adventure of faith surely lost its luster after a few weeks or months.

 B.  But have you ever thought about how dark it must have been inside the Ark?  Here was a 

boat longer than a football field, three stories high, with only one 18” window!  And most of the time the weather outside was dark and stormy.   Surely it was “DARK IN THE ARK!”



TRANS:  Over the years in the ministry after visiting countless hospital patients, ministering to the hurting, afflicted, sick and dying, I find myself searching the Scriptures and preaching messages about suffering a lot.  For those who are well and walking in the light, they may wonder why.  But one day you too will find it to be “DARK IN THE ARK”…



I.   ONLY ONE WINDOW:



    A.   Dark In The Ark Because No One Joined Them:



1.   Before dealing with the reason there was only one window, I want to speak about other reasons for darkness inside the Ark.

  2.   Loved ones, friends, neighbors had rejected Noah and his message of “gloom and doom.”



   a.   They no doubt chided him because he was too negative.

   b.   They ridiculed him because they didn’t believe a flood was possible.



ILLUS:  From the human standpoint and from logic and their knowledge of the laws operating in the universe, they were convinced that Noah was a religious fanatic. After all they had not only never witnessed or heard of a flood, but they had never even seen 

rain!

	Many today scoff at our belief in Christ and our trust in the Word of God.  They say “Those wierdos have been talking about Jesus coming back for centuries.  They are wackos!”  But He has come and He will come!  And the reason for his delay is that they might get saved!



2 Pet. 3:3-9

3	Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

4	And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

5	For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

6	Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 

7	But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

8	But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

9	The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 



The pain of their rejection must have added to the darkness of the ark.



ILLUS:  The thought that outside the ark everything was chaos, death and destruction, must have grieved Noah, knowing that all they had to do was believe the message that God had given him and they would have been spared.  He knew instead that God had finally shut them in and outside their bloated bodies were floating and rotting and their never-dying souls would be eternally lost!  No wonder it was “DARK IN THE ARK!”



B.   Dark In The Ark Because Of The Length Of The Flood:



1.   While it is true that Noah and his family were safe inside, they nonetheless had to suffer in darkness and lonliness.

  2.   For over a year they had to sit in the darkness and gloom and contemplate a world which had

been devastated and would be nearly devoid of life.

3.   Day after endless day, the Ark bounced around on a boundless ocean and they had no idea 

how long this would continue.



ILLUS:  Are you going thru a dark time in your ark?  Do you feel like it will never end?  Do you despair at the outcome?  Does it seem like there is very little light in your pain or suffering, your temptation or trial?  Hang on wait it out, the darkness will not last forever, because you are a child of light and Jesus is the Light of the world. Also you need to remember that it is…



C.   Dark In The Ark Because Of God’s Design!



1   Noah’s situation was by God’s design and the fact that there was only one window was also by God’s design.



ILLUS:  You need to remember that your pain or problem may also be by God’s design.  (If you are suffering for “evil doing” then you are just getting what you deserve, but if for “well doing” – then rejoice – it may be “God’s will”)  1 Peter 4:12-19



2.   An infinight, omniscient God could surely have designed an ark with windows everywhere, a giant skylight or whatever, but in His sovereignty He chose not to.



ILLUS:   As the waters began to quiet and Noah and his family were able to go “topside” to the one window, think of how much they would have appreciated the light and the fresh air!  If your pain or problem is by God’s design, think of the blessings of the sunshine and refreshing new life you will have when the storm subsides and you are sailing along peacefully on calmer seas!  Perspective is everything.



QUOTE:  George H. Morrison, in his message: “The Problem of Pain” under the heading: “Why Do The Innocent Suffer” wrote:  “If pain were a curse, and nothing but a curse, well might we doubt the justice on the throne; but, if pain be a ladder to a better life, then light falls on the sufferings of the innocent.  It is not the anger of heaven that is smiting them.  It may be the love of heaven that is blessing them.  There are always tears and blood upon the steps that lead men heavenward to where the angels are.”

POEM:  “I walked a mile with Pleasure,  She chattered all the way,  But left me none the wiser, for all  she had to say. I walked a mile with Sorrow,  And ne’er a word said she;  But, oh, the things I learned from her,  When Sorrow walked with me!”



II.   AT LEAST ONE WINDOW:



A.   In Temptation – An Escape Window:  



1 Cor. 10:13

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 



  1.   There may have been only one window in the Ark, but thank God there was at least one!  

  Imagine the complete absence of light and ventilation without it.

  2.   There is “light” in God’s Word to help you with temptation and the “fresh air” of God’s Spirit 

  to help you when you are tempted.



    B.   In Trials – A Prayer Window:



1.   I can visualize Noah often going to that one window and asking God when his trial would 	     end.

 2.   Perhaps many long hours were spent there looking out over the vast expanse of water with

bloated carcasses and debris floating around and no signs of life, and Noah pleading with God 

           for relief.



ILLUS:  Noah had lived 650 years before the flood, but the one year on the Ark, during the flood, was no doubt the longest year in his very long life!  There were the same amount of days, hours and minutes in that year as in all the others, but it surely seemed longer.  Except for that one window, where he could breathe fresh air and look for relief, it would indeed have seem hopeless.  But Noah lived another 350 years after the flood, that worst year of his life.  So too, your trial will end and things will be better.  Why not use your prayer window while you are in the trial?



    C.   In Tribulation – A Grace Window:  2 Cor. 12:7-10



1.   Paul never quit serving God because of his “thorn” of pain; God reminded him of His never 

failing grace.



QUOTE:  Samuel Gipp, who broke his neck and lives daily with suffering, in his book “Living With Pain” states:  “Whatever your duties are, you will never find satisfaction by successfully shirking them.  The less that you do, the worse you will feel.  The worse that you feel, the less you will do.  Now all you need to do is to pick up some “shrink book” on how to “cope” with your problem and you are doomed!  You don’t need to sit around and wallow in your pain…today’s psychologists offer no more help for hurting people than to give them an excuse for doing nothing.  Today there are millions of people who have been made “mental cripples” by “discovering” that they were sick because of something that they read among the ramblings of a fantasying “expert.”  They use what they have read as a license to do nothing and as a proof of the need for sympathy and preferential treatment.  Burn the “shrink” books, Read your Bible and get to work!”



2.   God’s grace is sufficient in your pain as well as before or after your pain.

3.   If you are unsaved, there is no “grace window” for your pain and if you believe that your plight couldn’t be worse, you are wrong! and if you don’t like your present discomfort, you’re going to hate Hell!



CONCL:  It may be “DARK IN YOUR ARK” now, but remember God may have designed your ark!  But He has also designed an escape window for your temptation, a prayer window for your trials and a grace window for your tribulations.  There maybe only one window to lighten your darkness, but thank God there is at least one window!





"BAIL OUT THE WATER, BUT DON'T BAIL OUT!"



TEXT: Gen. 7:11-12



THESIS: To show how the storms of life can help us build character and even elevate us.



INTRO: A. It is nearly always better to bail the water out of the boat before bailing out of the boat itself!  Don't "go down with the ship" but as long as it is possible stay in the boat and bail, before going overboard!

   No matter how bad the storm you are generally safer in the boat.



                B. This is a good general rule for life also: "BAIL OUT THE WATER, BUT DON'T BAIL OUT!"  Remember that God sends the storms and they are designed by Him to accomplish certain purposes in our lives.  If we "bail out" we will never learn those lessons.



TRANS: There are several kinds of storms sent by God to His people.  Each of them had a different purpose and a different result.  It could be that God has sent some storm into your life.  What is it's purpose?  What can you learn from the storm?  There are...



I.  PURGING STORMS:  Gen. 7:11-12   (NOAH'S STORM)



    A.   Purged the World of Sin:



           1.   This was without doubt the largest storm ever!

           2.   The purpose of this storm was to cleanse the world of filth.



    B.   Purged Noah of Selfishness:



           1.   Storms have a broad purpose (above), and a specific purpose.

           2.   We usually see the broad purpose and often miss the specific purpose.



ILLUS: It was easy for Noah to see God's broad purpose of purging the earth of sin and sinners.  It was more difficult for him to see the more subtle and specific purpose of purging selfishness from his own life.

        Noah was forced to focus on the plight of the animals he collected, but more importantly on the plight of the people around him!  Not only were they sinners, but they were doomed sinners.  Noah became the greatest potential soul-winner who ever lived!



   NOAH QUIT LIVING FOR SELF!

II. POSITIONAL STORMS:  Jonah 3   (JONAH'S STORM)



    A.   This Storm Changed the Sailors Direction:



           1.   First they "cried every man unto his god..."  1:5

2.   Later the Script. declares "the mea feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto 

the Lord and made vows..."  1:16



NOTE: This was after Noah's confession "...I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you."  1:12  When the sailors realized that the Lord was the God of creation, they called upon Him.



    B.   This Storm Changed Jonah's Direction:



           1.   After 3 days in the whale's belly Jonah repents and asks "Which way to Nineveh?"

           2.   When the storm came Jonah:



                 a.   Realized God cared enough for him to send a storm to change his direction.

   b.   Recognized that God's focus is on His children and when they do wrong, others often 

   suffer.

                 c.   Repented of his former disobedience and rebellion and changed his direction.



ILLUS: Perhaps YOU are in the midst of a storm God sent for you.  What is YOUR response?  Will others suffer because of your rebellion?  Will you realize that God loves you so much that He will do whatever it takes to get you into fellowship with Him?  Will you repent of your stubbornness and get back into God's will?



   JONAH GOT BACK ON TRACK!



III. PROVOKING STORMS:  Mt.14:22-33  (PETER'S STORM)



    A.   Storms Reveal Cowardice or Develop Courage:



       	1.   While the others in the boat were fearful, Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water!

2.   Our reaction and response to the storm is critical: we can either quiver and quit or trust and triumph!



ILLUS: There is two ways to view any storm.  We can look up and see the black clouds or we can look up and see the Lord!  We can huddle with the fearful or walk on the waves with the Lord.  It will either be tragedy or triumph. When we trust in ourselves and only see the circumstances, we will sink. When we trust in the Lord and see His power, we can walk on the waves!



    B.   Storms Reveal Character Flaws or Develop Character:



1.   When the winds are howling, the waves are raging and the storm is venting its fury upon us, we can either sink or walk on the water.

2.   The storm will show us what we really are or what we can be; it will show us our weakness or build our strength.



ILLUS: Without this storm Peter would have never found out what water-walking was about or what he could accomplish.  He also learned that only the Lord could enable him to do what he did.  The storm provoked Peter to replace fear with faith.



   PETER GOT OUT OF THE BOAT!



IV. PROMOTING STORMS: Acts 27 (PAUL'S STORM)



    A.   Paul the Prisoner:



       	1.   Everyone ignored the man-of-God aboard the ship...till the storm  became violent.

2.   No one wanted to listen to God's man till the storm threatened to take away everything they held dear.



ILLUS: I have often found that people are very complacent and ignore godly counsel and shrug off sermons...till the storm threatens them!  Then my phone rings!  When everything is smooth sailing (v.13), no one pays any attention to the preacher.  But when the storm comes his voice rises above the wind and waves and everyone listens.  (v.21 Paul says: "I told you so!")



    B.   Paul the Captain:



1.   When the fearful sailors were going to abandon ship, Paul spoke up and the centurion gave orders to obey Paul.  v.30-32

       	2.   After over 14 days of storm they all "escaped safe to land." v.44



ILLUS: Don't wait till things get really bad to get in touch with the Lord, Who is the Capt. of our salvation!  Don't only pray in the storm, pray before the storm.  Don't wait till you are adrift at sea till you start reading God's Word and attending church!



   PAUL WENT FROM PRISONER TO CAPTAIN!



CONCL: There is a reason for every storm in our lives.  Perhaps it is to purge some sin or selfishness from us.  Maybe it is to get us going in the right direction again.  It could be simply to increase our trust in the Lord.  Or it may even promote us so we may more effectively serve the Lord and gain a larger hearing.

        Please learn to "BAIL OUT THE WATER, BUT DON'T BAIL OUT" on the Lord. Deal with whatever God is speaking to you about in the storm and fix the problem, don't get backslidden because of the storm! 





“LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW”



TEXT: Gen. 9:11-17



THESIS:  To show that even in judgment God’s grace shines through.



INTRO:  A.  A rainbow is one of the most beautiful phenomenon occurring in the natural world.  I looked up “rainbow” in the encyclopedia and the technical explanation is a real letdown!  There is really no “natural” rationale for a rainbow.  It is of supernatural origin.  And there is no adequate way to describe the beauty of a rainbow.  “You have to see it!”



                 B. The origin of the rainbow is found in our text and is a statement on God’s grace.  It reveals something of the long-suffering of God and is a reminder of God’s measureless grace.  The rainbow displays the 7 colors of the visible spectrum: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, violet and	black.  Seven is the number of perfection and God’s grace is perfect.  Noah was one of 3 men in the Bible who saw rainbows in the midst of trials or storms.  There is a great lesson these 3 men can teach us, i.e., “ LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW” somewhere close to life’s storms...



I.  AFTER THE STORM (NOAH):  Gen. 9:11-17



    A.   The Storm:



1.   In this case the storm resulted from man’s sin and was the greatest storm in earth’s history!

	2.   Perhaps your storm is also related to sin (yours or someone else’s).



	      a.   If it is yours, then God may have sent the storm to chasten you.

	      b.   If it is someone else’s you may just be in the fallout of their storm.



ILLUS:  The Bible declares that the rain falls on the just and the unjust.  Much of life’s pain is brought about because of the sins of society.  Innocent victims often result from sinful activity practiced by others.  Ex: The AIDS plague.  Babies die because of parents sin; hemophiliacs die because of others sin.  

	This week the bombing of the Federal building in Oklahoma injured, maimed and killed people innocent of any crime against the perpetrators.  Even little children paid with their lives as a result of someone’s sin.  (Some ask: “If there is a God, why didn’t He stop this?”  There are several obvious answers:  Sin always exacts a high price; God is not obligated to personally intervene;  God has already demonstrated His love and grace to mankind; God will ultimately punish all sin;  Why don’t these same people praise God for all His goodness to sinners and the world?)



    B.   The Rainbow:



ILLUS: The world sings: “Somewhere Over The Rainbow” and “always look for the silver lining,” but believers have something better than that: God’s grace.



1.   The Rainbow appeared when the storm was all over and God’s wrath against man’s sin had been spent.

2.   The Rainbow was God’s Covenant (promise) with mankind and all the creatures on earth, i.e., that He would never again destroy the earth with a flood of water.

	3.   The Rainbow is the Lord showing that His wrath is tempered by His grace.



ILLUS:  Maybe you are going thru a storm right now and you are wondering if the Lord even cares about you.  Trust Him!  One day you will see the Rainbow and know that He is faithful and that His grace is operating in your behalf.



II. DURING THE STORM  (EZEKIEL):  Ez. 1:28



    A.   Judgment:



	1.   This is one of the darkest days in Israel’s history.



a.   Israel is in captivity to the Babylonians, under Nebuchadnezzar; taken far from their homeland, the Temple, friends and loved ones.

	      b.   Ezekiel is a priest without a Temple, without a sacrifice, without an altar.

c.   The city of Jerusalem and the Temple were about to be destroyed and Ezekiel was ap-pointed to preach that message of judgment.



	2.   This storm is real but so is God’s grace...



    B.   Grace:



1.   Until God appeared to Ezekiel all he could see was the storm!

2.   But when God appeared, Ezekiel received one of the most powerful and majestic visions of the glory of God ever given to any mere mortal man.



ILLUS: No doubt even this vision was scary and overwhelming and noisy!  First came the “whirlwind” (v.4), then the fire and lightning (v.13-14), then the noise of the wings of the Seraphim “like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of a host (v.24)!  Then suddenly everything became still and quiet and Ezekiel looked above the living creatures and got a glimpse of the “glory of the Lord”  (v.27-28) amidst the beautiful rainbow.

		

NOTE: When you can’t see the Lord because of the storm and can’t hear from heaven because of the din of the thunder, look above the storm and you will find the Lord and His grace sufficient .



TRANS: Noah had to wait till after the storm to see the rainbow, Ezekiel saw the rainbow and His grace during the storm, but John saw the rainbow of God’s grace...



III.  BEFORE THE STORM (JOHN):  Rev. 4:1-3



    A.   Coming Tribulation:



1.   The revelation of the coming Tribulation is given to the Apostle John and it is so terrifying that God gave him a glimpse of the rainbow before the storm!

2.   When your “storm” is going to be really bad, God may let you catch a glimpse of His sustain-ing and sufficient grace before the storm!



ILLUS:  When things are brightest we need to prepare for the coming storms!  We need to get into His Word, learn to walk with Him, witness as He gives the opportunity, serve Him daily and attempt to minister to others while the sun is shining; for the storm is surely on the way!  It is only by appropriating God’s grace in the sunshine that we will be faithful when the big storms come.



    B.   Completed Rainbow:



	1.   John saw a complete circle, not just a bow.

	2.   He saw that God was on His throne and everything was under control.



ILLUS: John would see the chaos and catastrophe of the Tribulation, but He would know that no matter how bad things looked, God was on His throne and was in control of the circumstances.

	3.   The rainbow not only speaks of God’s grace, it also speaks of peace.



ILLUS:  The same word for “bow” when speaking of the rainbow is used also when speaking of the weapon (“bow”) used for warfare.  The rainbow of Noah’s day spoke of the fact that God	was hanging up His bow of warfare against sinning mankind.  Here we see the bow appear at the end of the storm and after a year of horrendous storms, there is a calm, peace and tranquillity.  In Rev. we see a completed rainbow, showing that there is always peace in heaven and that after this major storm (the Trib.), the Lord Himself will reign as the Prince of Peace.



	4.   This rainbow is primarily of one color: green.



ILLUS: Someone has said that green is the most pleasing color in the spectrum and is the color of life.  All life proceeds from God.



CONCL:  Whether God reveals His grace to us AFTER THE STORM, DURING THE STORM or BEFORE THE STORM, we need to trust Him.   God is always faithful.  When the storms come “LOOK FOR THE RAINBOW!”  Depend on the faithfulness of God.  His timing is always perfect.  Remember, He will never fail you.



Look For The Rainbow Part 2



VIII. THE COALITION:   Ch.10-11



    A.   The Completeness of Man's Dispersal: 10:1-32



NOTE: Ch.10 delineates the migration of the 3 sons of Noah into 3 contintents.  (with some overlap)  Ham heads south and east to Africa and parts of the Mid-East, Japeth heads west to Europe and Shem populates Mid and Far-East Asia. Cf. Philipps, Exploring Genesis, p.98,100,103   Note v.25: "the earth divided..."  Either the division of the land mass or the division of the nations.



    B.   The Cause of Man's Dispersal: 11:1-9



           1.   Their Materials: v.1-3



                  a.   Man builds with brick - hardened clay - out of the earth. (Humanistic).

    b.  God builds with stone - the last earthly Kingdom of clay will be smashed by the Stone 

    rejected!

                  c.   Their cohesiveness was not just slime, but a common culture and language.



NOTE: Nimrod's Kingdom speaks of Antichrist's coming Kingdom where all will think and speak alike and have the same mark!  It will be the epitome of humanism!  All that man can achieve on his own (with supernatural help) will climax under the super-MAN!



           2.   Their Method: v.4a



                 a.   Political unity - a city.

                 b.   Religious unity - a tower.



NOTE: Unity is fine , if it is based on truth, and not on rebellion.  Man is in total rebellion against God - again!  The tower may have been their way of escaping a repeat of the flood!  (They didn't believe God's promise or His sign - the rainbow.



               c.   "one language" - written.

               d.   "one speech" - spoken



         3.   Their Motive: v.4b



               a.   The whole idea is to glorify humanity and to bind men together in defiance of God's will.

               b.   It is a motive upon which God will pass judgment.



ILLUS: Like the Great 20th Century Cause: Peace to all men everywhere, all men are brothers, all men are equal, etc., etc.  The New Age or New World Order, "a thousand points of light" , etc. etc.  One Worldism, One World Religion, the Unightd Nations, often referred to as "Babel on the East River."



         4.   Their Mistake: 11:5-9



               a.   They had ruled God out of their thinking.

               b.   So He shows up and shows them up!



ILLUS: Normally God allows men and nations to go their own way without supernatural interference.  He is free and responsible and though will eventually suffer the consequences of his choices, God is long suffering.  Thus ungodliness often seems to thrive without hinderence.

         But on a few occasions on which the plan of God for the planet became so jeopardized that His intervention was required, He "came down"!  The pre-flood world was one, Babel another!



c.   The unity was facilitated by one language and God saw that with Nimrod's occult knowledge of Satanic mysteries and his access to demonic powers, God saw nothing was beyond his reach.  v.6

          	  d.   As Nimrod had called His council, God now calls His: v.7

e.   With simplicity itself God simply "confounds their language" so they can no longer under-stand each other. v.7



ILLUS: What followed must have resembled a Chinese fire-drill!  Foremen could no longer get the men to do what he ordered.  Even in the palace, Nimrod was having a problem getting his servants to carry out his simplest requests!



f.   Because they could no longer get along with each other, they began to spread geographically.  v.8-9



QUOTE: Morris: "It is well established genetically that variations take place very quickly in a small inbreeding population, but only very slowly in a large interbreeding population."  Thus did the racial and ethnic characteristics begin to be more locally pronounced.  "...there was as yet no genetic danger from inbreeding. (But) after many further centuries had elapsed, however, the accumulation of mutations and the associated danger of congenital defects had become sufficiently serious to cause God to declare incestuous marriages illegal (Lev.18:6-14).





Zeph. 3:9  

For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.  God's original purpose will be served in the Millennium.  A preview of this language phenomenon occurred on the Day of Pentecost.



ILLUS: The mystery religion of Babylon has been carried world-wide and is seen in its many forms in all the major religions of the world.





"THE PROGENITOR: ABRAHAM"



TEXT: Gen. 12



INTRO:  A. The genealogical lists in Gen. 5 and 11 both close with a patriarch whose 3 sons are all sisted by name.  Noah's 3 sons: Ham, Shem and Japheth, and Terah's 3 sons: Abram, Nahor and Haran. (11:27)  We will see why this is important later.  Also to be noted is that the life span is reduced after the flood from over 900 years to 300 years.  Changed climactic conditions, and the cumulative effect of sin are leading factors. (For the first time a son dies before his father (11:28).



                  B. Abram's father, Terah, was a moon worshipper and again in human history virtually the whole human family had apostasized from the Lord.  Has the persistence of Adam's sinful traits in the race at last triumphed?   Is sin sovereign or is God sovereign?  What about the seed of the woman bruising the serpent's head?  Never fear, God's plan cannot be thwarted!



I.  THE PATH OF FAITH:



NOTE: A new dispensation opens, a climactic era begins, a pivotal point in history starts.  One of the most significant centuries in all time commences.  God has appeared to Abram and he responds by leaving Ur of the Chaldees to go to Caanan!  God calls Abram but he takes Mommy, Daddy, Lot  (his nephew), etc.  What began as a Missionary Calling winds up as a family vacation tour.  The trip winds up solo, for his daddy dies in Haran, Lot is separated, etc. and partial obedience ends up as complete obedience.  God has a tough time getting sinful man to do what He demands!



       Before leaving ch. 11 a note is made that "Sarai was barren..." Abram had no children in Mespotamia or Ur.  The child of promise must be born in the land of promise...



    A.   Abram Believing: 12:1-9



           1.   Finding the path of faith:  v.1-4



                  a.   There is a revelation and a response.

                  b.   There is a statement of faith and a step of faith.

                  c.   God speaks to Abram about a new place and a new people. v.1

                  d.   God tells him he must break natural and national ties. v.1

                  e.   God says He will make a "new nation"!  v.2



NOTE: The text reveals God as selective, sovereign, and discriminatory.



                  f.   God promises blessings on those who bless Israel.

                  g.   The same God promises curses on those who curse Israel.



           2.   Following the path of faith:  v.5-8



                 a.   Abram witnessing: v.5,

                 b.   Abram walking: v.6a

                 c.   Abram waiting: v.6b,7

                 d.   Abram worshipping: v.7b,8



           3.   Forsaking the path of faith: v.9



     a.   Abram had been end camped bet. Bethel: "the house of God" and Hai: "a heap of ruins".

          	     b.   The ruins served to remind him of what the world was really like.

c.   The house of God was there to remind him that God offers His house to those who lose their own.

          	     d.   But the tug and lure of the world (Egypt) drew him away from the house of God!



    B.   Abram Backsliding: v.10-20



           l.   Famine: v.10

           2.   Forboding: v.10-12



                 a.   No longer able to trust God since leaving Bethel, he decided on an expedient.

                 b.   He was facing in the wrong direction and all before him was dark.



          3.   Falsehood: v.13



          	     a.   Once out of touch with God the saint will resort to anything.

          	     b.   He told a half-truth (Sarai was his half-sister), but a half truth is a whole lie!

          	     c.   Abram says "Let's play 'Let's Make a Deal'...

     d.   Sarai was 65 years. old here but the aging process was not yet as devastating at this time.



          4.   Frustration: v.12-14



                 a.   How much better it would have been if Abram had gone into Egypt trusting the Lord.

                 b.   How much better still if Abram had never gone into Egypt in the first place!

                 c.   His move had cost him his wife and his testimony!



         5.   Failure: v.17-20



a.   God had intended that Abram be a blessing to the nations, he had failed miserably and  Egypt is plagued by God.

          	    b.   Abram was learning the hard way, but he had failed test #1!















"THIS LAND IS THEIR LAND..."

(The Restoration of Israel)



TEXT: Gen. 12:1-7



THESIS: To show the past, present and future of Israel relating to the promise of God concerning the land of Palestine.



INTRO: A. The focal point in world news will always be the land of Palestine!   The Land and the People who belong in the land is the hottest issue going and will be for at least the next 1007 years!  This Mideast Madness is simply due to conflicting claims by 2 special people: the Arabs and the Jews.  (It is somewhat humbling to realize that God's focus is not on America, Europe Japan or the emerging 3rd world nations.)



        B.  The problem comes because the promises to Abraham and HIS SEED, include Isaac and 

Ishmael or the Jews and the Arabs.



Gen. 17:20-21  

20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.

21   But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 



ILLUS: The Land is and will be the focal point of present and future world history because it is the crossroads of the 3 major continents of the world.

   The cradle of civilization and the 3 races of humanity (Mongoloid, Negroid and Causcasoid are in 100 miles of each other on the continents of Asia, Africa, and Europe!



TRANS: To comprehend the future of Israel, we need to look to the past and scrutinize the present...



1   ISRAEL ELECTED: (PAST)



    A.   Selection: Creation to the call of Abraham



1.   God is not a respecter of persons, and before Abraham there were no national favorites with God.

2.   Israel, via Abraham, was born out of the rebellion of the nations on earth at that time.

3.   So God called and created a special nation through which to fulfill His program.



Rom. 9:4 

Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 



    B.   Protection: Abraham thru the Kings of Israel



    1.   Nation after nation tempted and enticed Israel into idolatry, intermarriage and rebellion.

2.   God always managed to salvage a remnant of believers who would follow His appointed and 

anointed leaders.

3.   But the erosion took its toll and God had to use the nations of the world to punish His own special nation.



    C.   Rejection: The Kings to the Captivities



1.   Finally their rejection of His leadership provoked the Lord to send his nation into slavery via  captivity by other idolatrous nations.

2.   The books of the major and minor prophets detail the events of these captivities.



II. ISRAEL REJECTED: (PRESENT)



    A.   Scattered: esently the Jews are scattered world wide and hidden as jewels among the nations.



I Chron. 16:15-22



    B.   Battered:



1. Egypt made slaves of 600,000 Jews and 3000 years after God drowned Pharoah, the British Army made 600,000 Egyptians build a railroad to haul water and supplies to her troops on the Nile.

2.   Sennacherib carried 10 tribes of Jews into captivity and he wound up murdered by his own children.  (II Ki. 19:37)

3.   Babylon kept the Jews for 70 years and Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom wound up fit for nothing but the "wild beasts of the desert." Is. 13:19-22

4.   Rome sacked Jerusalem, burning the temple and crucifying 500 Jews on trees and 500 yrs. later the Goths, Vandals, Huns, Visigoths sacked Rome and destroyed the Empire.

5.   Other nations purged themselves of Jews and have been subsequently eclipsed, paralyzed by plagues, etc.

6.   England renigged on the Balfour Declaration to give the Jews Palestine and when they did WWII came with the bombing of London and the end of the British Empire.

7. Hitler gassed, burned, shot, skinned them alive and buried them for 5 bloody years under Hitler and Ger-many was devastated by the Allies.

8. Russia has persecuted, punished and purged Jews from its homeland and the collapse of Communistic power resulted.



ILLUS: Oh, the bush that burns without being consumed...watch it burn up all who attempt to burn it!

        Today the Church has been "grafted in" to this bush and "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (us)!  Praise the Lord we are as much His "favorites" as Israel ever was.



III. ISRAEL RESTORED: (FUTURE)



NOTE: God still has future plans for His people and their Promised Land!



Rom. 11:1-2a  

1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

2  God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.



Rom. 11:25  

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. 



Rom. 11:28  

As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.



    A.   Yearning: (Preparation)



ILLUS: The Jew yearns to go back to his Land, promised to him by his God.



    1.   WWI made the land ready (but the people were unwilling to go back).

    2.   WWII made the people ready (and they have returned by the 1000's).

    3.   WWIII will mean that Messiah is ready (and will have made the land and the people ready)!



    B.   Returning: (Restoration)



1.   When peace in the Mid-East looks hopeless, the Antichrist, head of the European Economic Community will arise and offer peace and safety the land of Palestine and make a covenant with Israel.

2.   The Jews will return to the Land in unprecedented numbers enjoying peace and prosperity as last and will accept Antichrist as the Messiah.

3.   Antichrist will move his headquarters from Rome to Jerusalem and move from a political ruler to a religious authority...even proclaiming that he is God and must be worshipped.

4.   Antichrist will again partition the Land: "he...shall divide the land for gain."  Dan. 11:39b

5.   Then God will move in, using the armies of the world against Israel and the armies of the Antichrist and the Jews will again be driven from their Land and the Land will be drenched with Jewish blood.

6.   Finally the Lord Himself will come back, destroy the Antichrist and purge the earth of all sin and sinners and recall His people, the remnant, back to the Land.



ILLUS: The 144,000 witnesses will apparently evangelize the nation and nations and call God's people back to Him and to the Land He promised them.



Ezek. 20:34-38  

34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury put out.

35   And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face.

36   Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD.

 37   And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant:

38   And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 



Amos 9:14-15  

14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.

 15   And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God. 



CONCL: Keep your eyes on the bush which burns and cannot be consumed!  As a nation we had better favor Jerusalem over Rome!  As believers we had better put down anti-Semitism anywhere we see it.  As the grafted-in branches we had better get serious about serving the Husbandman who grafted us in and realize that God's Olive Tree is still His ultimate focus!



Rom. 11:20-21   

20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:

21   For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 





"THE PRAYER OF FAITH"



Gen. 13:1-11



INTRO: A. Sodom - the city synonomous with perversion! Sodom - stands as the city of judgment without remedy!

           Sodom - its doom speaks of the impending judgment on America and Lot illustrates the nick-of-time escape of the church from God's wrath.



                B. Philipps: "(Sodom reveals that) God sets a limit to human wickedness beyond which judgment is inevitable, unsuspected by the majority, and final in its character."  God's verdict on the city was passed back in



Gen. 13:13  

But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 



I.  THE POSITION OF FATIH: v.1-11



    A.   The Unholy Morality of Sodom:



            1.   A prevalent thing: v.1-3



NOTE: The NEW TESTAMENT declares that Lot's righteous soul was "vexed" with Sodom.



II Pet. 2:7-8   

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds).



       The word "vexed" means to oppress or to wear down.  Sodom's sin was all around him.  cf. Philips p.159  Abraham had a tent - Lot had a house.  (settled down in the world)   Abraham was a pilgrim - Lot was a citizen.  Abraham was living for a celestial city - Lot for Sodom!



             2.   A polluted and perverted thing: v.4-5

             3.   A persistent thing: v.6-9a

NOTE: Their "civil rights" were abridged by Lot's barred and bolted door.  They had the "right" to impose their sordid lusts on strangers who dared stay the night in Sodom!  Perversion is deep-seated and persistent!



               4.   A pugnacious thing: v.9b  (they had constitutional rights!)

               5.   A punishable thing: v.10-11



NOTE: Even after judgment the perverts continue in their wickedness.  AIDS!



    B.   The Unholy Mentality of Sodom: v.12-38



            1.   Lot's faith corroded:  v.12-26   cf. Ruckman p.423



                  a.   Lot's worthless witness. v.12-14

                  b.   Lot's weak will: v.15-23

                  c.   Lot's wayward wife: v.24-26



          2.   Lot's family corrupted:  v.27-38



                  a.   What Lot might have become: v.27-29

                  b.   What Lot had become: v.30-38



11  THE PERILS OF FAITH: ch.20





"THE PROGENITOR: ABRAM" Part 2



II. THE PRICE OF FAITH: (13:1-18)



   A.   The Moves of a Spiritual Man: 13:10-18



          1.   Restrained by God: v.10-13

          2.   Reassured by God: v.14-16



                 a.   In regard to his possessions: v.14-15

                 b.   In regard to his posterity: v.16



           3.   Regulated by God: v.17-18



III. THE POWER OF FAITY: (14:1-24)



TRANS: There are 10 Kings in Gen. 14 and only one is a King of Righteousness.   This chapter mentions for the 1st time: the priest, king, war, bread and wine and tithes. God's Priest is not a ritual priest after the order of Aaron, but a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek.

       God's King is not a warrior King like Chedorlaomar, nor a wicked king like Bera (Sodom), nor even a wise King like Amraphel, but a worshipping King like Melchizedek.

       War is mentioned for the lst time and gives us a key to the believer's attitude toward it.  Abram was a separated believer but not a secluded one.  He lived neither in a monastery nor an ivory tower.



ILLUS:  Like the church member during wartime who suddenly became a conscientious objector.  When brought before the court the judge asked if there was anything he would do for the war effort.  He refused and said "My kingdom is not of this world."  The judge saw thru his hypocrisy and said "Then you won't be needing a ration card!" Abram wasn't like that - he got involved, for Lot's sake.



    A.   The Desparate Battle:  v.1-11



           1.   The coalition:  v.1,2

           2.   The conflict: v.3-9

           3.   The collapse: v.10-11



    B.   The Deluded Brother: v.12



    C.   The Dynamic Believer: v.13-24



           1.   The Weakness of the Flesh:  v.13



a.   Abram could have shrugged his shoulders and said "I know nothing of warfare, and besides am I my nephew's keeper?"

          	       b.   But Abram won his battle with his flesh.



            2.   The Wisdom of the World: v.14-16



                   a.   The world would have suggested caution or compromise.

                   b.   The world would have suggested platitudes or pacifism.



NOTE: Instead he moblized all 318 of his household and acted swiftly, sensibly and successfully.  God went with him all the way.



             3.   The Wiles of the Devil: v.17-24



                     a.   Before the King of Sodom came, the King of Salem came. 17-23

                     b.   This King was Melchizedek - a priest-king (type of Christ).



             4.   He set before Abram bread and wine (looking forward to Calvary).

             5.   Abram responded with tithes and worship.

             6.   Now he has a meeting with the King of Sodom (type of Satan). 21-24



                      a.   The temptation was subtle.

                      b.   He wanted the souls and would give Abram the spoils.



NOTE: Abram wanted nothing from Sodom or from Sodom's King.  (In the meantime Lot takes what Abram refused - to be promoted to a seat in Sodom's gate.



IV. THE PLEDGE OF FATIH: (15:1-21)



    A.   The Building of Abram's Family: v. 1-7



            1.   The word of God's power:  v.1-4

                   a.   The pledge: v.1

                   b.   The plea: v.2,3



             2.   The witness of God's power: v.5,6

             3.   The working of God's power: v.7



    B.   The Basis of Abram's Faith: v.8-12



    C.   The Brightness of Abram's Future: v.13-21



            1.   The specific time involved: v.13-16

            2.   The specific territory involved: v.17-21



V. THE PAWNING OF FAITH: (16:1-16)



TRANS: Here is the eternal triangle: Husband, Wife and the Other Woman! Put Abram in a business suit, Sarai in a stylish dress and Hagar as their attractive maid, and the situation is as modern as today's news.

        Abram wanted a son, Sarai was frustrated because she couldn't give him one.  Add to that scenario an attractive slave girl, a legal loophole, some worldly reasoning, and some carnality and the result is 4000 years of strife!



    A.   The Test of the Silence of God: 16:1-6



QUOTE: "His silences are as eloquent as His sayings."  Philips



            1.   Abram's Double Mind: v.1-4



                   a.   The problem: v.1



                          1)   Abram picked up Egyptian reasoning.

                          2)   Abram picked up an Egyptian slave girl.



                    b.   The proposal: v.2,3

                    c.   The price: v.4



              2.   Sarai's Deceitful Heart: v.5,6



                     a.   An untamed tongue: v.5

                     b.   An untamed temper: v.6



ILLUS: Upset a bottle of vinegar and vinegar comes out; upset a bottle of honey and honey comes out.  What comes out when you are upset?



                3.   Hagar's Defiant will: v.6



          	           a.   Everyone is doing that which comes NATURALLY!

b.   Abram had surrendered his headship to Sarai and allowed her to nag Hagar into total frustration.

TRANS: The Test of the Silence of God brings into focus a Hagar who has failed as a maid; Sarai who has failed as a Mrs. and Abram who failed as a man.



        What an opportunity  for Abram and Sarai to tell Hagar about the One true and Living God.



    B.   The Truth of the Sovereignty of God: v.7-16



           1.   The revelation to Hagar: v.7-12



                  a.   The coming of the Omnipresent One: v.7,8



NOTE: The 1st time in Script. that ref. is made to the angel of the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ... He appears not to the heir of all the promises, but to an Egyptian fugitive; not to a man but to a woman; not to a saint but to a sinner; not to a person of high rank, but to a slave; not to one seeking   God but to one fleeing toward Egypt.  What grace!  HE loved Hagar just as much as He loved Abram!



                  b.   The command of the Omnipotent One: "Return...submit..." v.9

                  c.   The comfort of the Omniscient One:  v.10-12



                        1)   The promise: v.11

                        2)   The prophecy: v.12



             2.   The response of Hagar: v.13-16



VI. THE POTENTIAL OF FAITH:  17:1-27



ILLUS: Moth in cocoon...narrow opening in top...man saw the insect struggling to get out and with scissors snipped the opening larger.  Insect easily crawled out, but the wings did not expand.  It was the struggle to emerge that was to cause the fluids of the moth's body to squeeze into its wings.

         His impatience and false kindness and attempt at help produced a stunted abortion.  The would-be beautiful moth which would have soared thru the air spent its brief life crawling painfully.

         It is always a mistake to try to hasten the work of God.  He has His reasons for His seeming delays.  As a result of Abram's impatience the heavens were silent for 13 long years.  The long silence is finally broken with a majestic monologue in which God speaks one of the most important utterances in the human language...



    A.   How the Covenant was received:  (1-16)



            1.   In Absolute Subjection: v.1-3



a.   God reveals Himself in the 3 Names in v.1: Jehovah (Jesus); El Shaddai: "the Almighty God" (the Satisfier who makes bels. fruitfull - the Holy Spirit) and God (v.3) - Elohim (God in the absolute sense - the Father).

b.   Abraham "fell on his face..." v.3 - nothing was required of him but to listen to God's Words!



             2.   In Absolute Silence: v. 4-16



                    a.   The substance of the promise: v.4-8

1)   The principle involved: "I will...Thou shalt"  all is up to God, no failure, forget-fulness or flaws will annul the decree.

             	  2)   The people involved: v.4-6

                          3)   The period involved.  v.7

                          4)   The place involved: "the land of Canaan" v.8



NOTE: God had already given the boundaries of the land: the Nile on the west and the Euph-rates on the east.  The Jews have never occupied more than a tithe of their inheritance.  But they will!



                     b.   The seal of the promise: v.9-14



1)   A supporting sign: (Circumcision as a religious rite is meaningless to those not included in the terms of the agreement.)

             	   2)   A spiritual symbol:



ILLUS: Abraham had failed to be fruitful as to his seed...Circumcision is a painful reminder that only thru Christ can a person bear real fruit for the Lord.  Natural birth and natural seed won't do!

         Circumcision was not intended to be an expression of saving faith on the part of the child but of submissive faith on the part of the parent.

         If a parent neglected to have a child circumcised (8th day speaks of new life, new begin-ning), it was the child's respect to do so when he reached the age of knowledge.  Failure to do so was tantamount to rejecting God's covenant.



                     c.   The spirit of the promise: v.15-16



                           1)   Abram's name (Father) had been changed to Abraham (Father of nations) in v.5

2)   Sarai's name (my princess) is changed to Sarah (a Princess) v.15-16  The personal   

name becomes a positional name - grace!



ILLUS: In other words: "No more Hagars, Abraham!"



    B.   How the Covenant Was Believed: (17:17-27



            1.   The laughter of faith: v.17    cf. Rom. 4:19,10



Rom. 4:19-20  

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the  deadness of Sarah's womb:

20   He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 



             2.   The logic of faith: v.18-22



                    a.   The plea for Ishmael: v.18



NOTE: Being born in a godly home does not guarantee that a child will also believe.  GOD HAS NO GRANDCHILDREN!



     b.   The pledge for Ishmael: v.19-22



                          1)   The reserve clause:  Isaac

                          2)   The royal clause: "But as for Ishmael..."



              3.   The life of faith: v.23-27



                     a.   A limitless obedience: v.23,24



                           1)   Parental obedience: v.23a  Ishmael

                           2)   Patriarchal obedience: v.23b  "all that were in his house"

                           3)   Positional obedience: v.23c "all that were bought with his money"

                           4)   Personal obedience: v.24  "And Abraham..."



                     b.   A limited ordinance: v.25-27



                            1)   It did nothing to change the state of the rebellious man. 25

                            2)   It did nothing to change the standing of the righteous man.   v.26,27





"THE PRAYER OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 18



INTRO: A. Sodom - the name itself has the hiss of the serpent in it. Sodom was so debased it gave its name to the vilest form of perversion known to man.



ILLUS: This week H.Ross Perot, Pres. candidate, caused a flap by suggesting that adulterers and sodomites were not fit to be in high government positions.   The liberal news media, the perverts, etc. disagreed.  God would agree!



                B. The time comes when even God's longsuffering ceases. God is about to take His holy scalpel in hand and cut out this cancer from the planet. Before doing so, He takes Abraham into His confidence and reveals a new form of truth, apocalyptic truth.  This revelation would be an interesting test of Abraham's growth in grace and increase in faith.



ILLUS: Jonah faced apocalyptic truth with glee, re: Nineveh.  Jesus faced it with tears, re: Jerusalem as He wept over the city He saw lined with crosses with a Jew on each one, the city leveled and ransaked and the nation destroyed.  Abraham prayed...



VII. THE PRAYER OF FAITH: 18:1-33



    A.   The Practical Man: v.1-8



ILLUS: In the heat of the day Abraham suddenly saw 3 men approaching his tent.  In reality, one was the Lord Himself and the other 2 were angels!



             1.   His haste: v.1-2     "...he ran to meet them..."



ILLUS: Abraham bows himself before the Lord.  How unlike us when we come into his presence!  But no gathering where He is present is routine or ordinary.

           2.   His hospitality: v.3-8



                 a.   He recognized the Lord.  v.3

                 b.   He begs Him to stay!  v.3

                 c.   He evaluates His needs.  v.4-6

                 d.   He offers Him his best.  v.7,8



ILLUS: Imagine phoning home and saying that the Pres., V.P. and Secty. of State were coming home with you for dinner.  "Honey, bake some home made bread, clean up the house, and I'll stop by and pick up some T-bone steaks."

        Apparently Sarah (who called her husband Lord) responded obediently, without comp-laint or criticism!  Also Abraham himself dashed out to the supermarket for the steaks and personally set the table, being both thoughtful of his guests and considerate of his wife!  (No wonder Sarah found it easy to obey her husband!)



    B.   The Privileged Man: v.9-15



           1.   The promise: v.9,10

            2.   The problem: v.11-15



                  a.   Sarah and Abraham were old.  v.11

                  b.   Sarah overheard the promise and "laughed within herself..." v.12

                  c.   The Lord heard her secret scorn of His promise!  v.13

                  d.   The Lord states a principle: "Is anything too hard for (Me)?" 14

                  e.   Sarah lies to the Lord. v.15



    C.   The Proved Man: v.16-22



           1.   Prospective greatness. v.16-18

           2.   Personal greatness.  v.19

           3.   Positional greatness. v.20-22  "but Ab. stood yet before the Lord"



    D.   The Praying Man: v.23-33



           1.   Abraham's attitude: v.23a



QUOTE: "The bars and bolts of the Law had not yet been fixed in place.  On the simple ground of a future Calvary, Abraham 'drew near' in an attitude of holy daring mixed with reverential awe."  Philipps, Genesis for slaughter,



           2.   Abraham's argument: v.23b-32



NOTE: Like a true oriental, Abraham began to barter and bargain with God.  With each offer, God with infinight condescension, came down till at last Abraham stopped at 10.



          3.   Abraham's assurance: v.33



QUES: Why 10?  (Only 4 finally responded) There were 5 cities in the plain. 2  is the number of adequate witness. 2 X 5 = 10  Also Abraham knew that there were at least 10 in Lot's family: Lot and his wife, 2 unmarried daughters, 3 married daughters and their husbands = 10.  God had His way and wonderfully Abraham had his way too!





“FATHERHOOD – A CHOICE”



TEXT: Gen. 18:18-19



THESIS:  To set forth Abraham and Lot as fathers presenting a positive and negative role

models.



INTRO:  A.  Fatherhood is a choice, i.e., a man chooses to become a father and then he chooses what kind of father he will be.  A man has about 30 years of fatherhood, if we take age 20 as the general starting point and age 50 as the end of having his children under his roof.  In those 20-30 years the most important time is when the children are young, i.e., 0-16.  If he has done well the older years will care of themselves.  If he has failed in those years, it is doubtful that his children can be reclaimed.  His choices affect his children and their choices for life.

                 B.  Much is being examined today concerning why teens kill other teens, etc. We can lay much responsibility at the feet of our society in general.  



ILLUS: Our society has made choices.  In 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court recognized humanism, which is anti-God, as a religion in spite of the 1st Amendment.  In 1962 it banned devotional prayer from public schools.  In 1980 it banned devotional Bible reading.  In 1987 it banned the teaching of biblical creat-ionism in the classroom, while establishing evolution as science.  Christians are not permitted access to the minds of young people in the schools of America as to morality, standards and truth, but the hu-manists and evolutionists are permitted to teach that there are no absolute truths or moral standards of what is right and wrong and no God to answer to in judgment - and we taxpayers pay them to do it!  Gum chewing and talking in class was the biggest problem with students when I was growing up, now it is students bringing guns and knives to class.

We have to also pay to hire more policemen to patrol the schools and put video cameras on the buses to help curb violence and metal detectors to locate students with weapons. That is like trying to mop up spilled water while the faucet is running, or putting on bandaids without cleaning up the blood stream.



The real problem is in the home.  With both mom and dad working outside the home and not being there when the kids are home, the influence of TV, Hollywood, video games, computer access to the internet, etc., all part contributing.  But the answer is in parental leadership, and God lays the greatest responsibility on the fathers.



Fathers have choices and the Bible gives both negative and positive role-models.  We will examine one of each today.  How will your children rate you?



I.  ABRAHAM: THE MODEL FATHER  (Gen. 18:18-19; 25:5)



A.   He Set The Example In Family Worship:



1.   No sooner had God spoken to Abraham re: the Abrahamic Covenant; Abraham builds an altar.  Gen. 12:7

   2.   He moves to Bethel and again builds an altar.  Gen. 12:8

   3.   He later moved to Hebron and again built an altar.  Gen. 13:18

4.   When he was told to offer his miracle son Isaac to the Lord, he obediently built an altar.  Gen. 22:9



ILLUS:  An altar in its most basic form is a place where God meets with man.  God longs to meet with those who are the heads of the home.  There God and man get to know each other.  (It was there that Abraham became the “friend of God.”) What a powerful example to any family to have the head of the home setting up an altar for the family where they can meet with the Lord daily!  Abraham made a choice and set the example in family worship.  Will you?



B.   He Set The Example In Giving:  Gen. 14:20 



  1.   Melchizedek was a picture of the Lord.

  2.   Abraham’s giving was voluntary, but required by God.



           a.   The family needs to see the head of the home as being faithful to his responsibilities to 

           God and to see him being generous in giving.

   b.   The family needs to see the head of the home as being faithful to his responsibilities to  

   others and to see him being generous in giving.



    C.   He Set The Example In Hospitality:  Gen. 18:1-8



  1.   He entertained the Lord and angels in his home.

  2.   He fellowshipped with the Lord in his home.



ILLUS:  Can’t you just hear Abraham or Sarah later recounting to Isaac how the Lord Himself had visited their home and how they had entertained Him?  What an example!



D.   He Set The Example In Compassion:  Gen. 18:23-33



  1.   Abraham knew the Lord’s purpose for going to Sodom.

2.   Abraham had a compassion on the most ungodly of sinners and began to intercede for them; 

he had a soul-winners heart.



ILLUS:  Abraham begged God to spare the city if he could find only 10 righteous (saved) men in Sodom.  Oh, what compassion Abraham had.  But God could not!



E.   He Set The Example In Faith:  Gen. 15:5-6



  1.   This old man believed the impossible because he trusted God’s promise.

2.   Again and again through out his life Abraham chose to believe God in spite of what he saw

with his eyes.  



Rom. 4:19-20

19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to

God; 



ILLUS:  Hey dad, have your kids ever seen you step out in faith and just trust God even when the circumstances said otherwise?  Imagine the impact on Isaac when he saw his father raise his knife over his chest, trusting God for the outcome!



F.   He Set The Example Rejecting Materialism:  Gen. 13:5-11



  1.   He gave lot the first choice of the best land, risking poverty to avoid conflict.

2.   He was willing to trust God in the bad land, rather than his own judgment in the “good” land.  

(This was a spiritual decision!)

  3.   He refused to accept the bounty of the wicked King of Sodom.



Gen. 14:22-23

22  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 

23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abramrich: 



ILLUS:  Hey dad, have your children ever seen you make decisions where it cost you financially or materially to make the right and moral decision?  Have they ever seen you choose them and their best interests over your comfort or pleasure?  For example, instead of buying that TV or new car or RV, you choose to place the kids in Christian school?  



G.   He Set The Example In Obedience:  Gen. 12:1-3; 22:1-3



   1.   He obeyed when he could not see the result of his obedience.

   2.   He went out not knowing where he was going.



Heb. 11:8

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 



    3.   He offered his son when it seemed to be in conflict with God’s character.



ILLUS:  Say dad, do you tithe even when you are short on money?  Do you go soul winning when you are short on time?  Do you obey God only when its convenient? Your kids are watching.  They may be in this room!



II.  LOT: THE MATERIALISTIC FATHER  



A.   He Set His Eyes On The World:  Gen. 13:10a



B.   He Had His Heart In The World:  Gen. 13:12b



C.   He Got Involved With The World:  Gen. 19:1



D.   He Lost His Family To The World:  Gen. 19:14; 30-38



  1.   Lot made choices and it cost him his home, wealth, family and standing with the Lord.

  2.   Lot gained influence with the world, but he lost the influence in his own family.



CONCL:  Yes, fatherhood is a choice!  And fatherhood is filled with choices!  Which role model are you most like?  Abraham or Lot?  Which choices will you make?  Are you spiritual or carnal?  Are you a model father or a materialistic and misguided father?  The choice is yours.  You only get one shot at being a father.  You had better make the right choices.  Your kids will either benefit or pay the price.  



		

“HE DIDN’T FAIL TO PRAY, BUT HI PRAYERS FAILED”



TEXT:  Gen. 18:20-33



THESIS:  To show that God is fair and just in His answers to prayer.



INTRO:  A.  Have you ever prayed earnestly, fervently and even believingly and failed to receive an answer?  Or at least not a favorable answer to your prayers?  Have you prayed seemingly in God’s will, even having an assurance that God would respond favorably, not only not to receive a positive answer, but apparently no answer at all?  Has God failed?  Have you failed?  What is the problem?  Is God deaf? Have you sinned?  Is something blocking your prayers (like Daniel who prayed and waited 21 days only to discover that Satan had blocked the answer)?



Dan. 10:12-13 

Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 



     B.   Abraham was a friend of God, and a man of prayer.  He was praying to save the city of Sodom, because his friend nephew Lot was there. He knew something of the wickedness of the gross and abominable sins of homosexuality to which the city was given over.  He believed however that there were some righteous people in that city and therefore that God would spare it if he interceded…



I.   ABRAHAM – THE FRIEND OF GOD:



    A.   He Prayed Earnestly:  



1.  God had sent angelic messengers into the city for a report on the depths of its wickedness.  v.21

            2.   When the angels leave, Abraham begins to earnestly beseech the Lord. v.22



ILLUS:  Remember, Abraham is a “friend of God” and is on speaking terms with God.  He is begging God to be merciful (He always is!).  He is concerned about Lot and his family (even though Lot was not!).  He thought that there must surely be other saved people in this city of sin, so he reasons with God.  He begins by asking that if there are only “50 righteous within the city” for God to spare it.  He continues to pray and gets down to asking God to spare it if “ten shall be found there…:



    B.   He Prayed Fervently:



           1.   Lot reminds the Lord in v.25 that He is the “Judge of all the earth” and is bound to “do right.”



ILLUS:  You had better be on good speaking terms with the Lord before you talk to Him this way!  Do not become presumptuous and take advantage of your relationship with the Lord.  What Abraham is doing here is simply reminding God that He is a just Judge and is bound by His own character to “do right” and it is only because of his close relationship with the Lord that he dares to speak this way.



2.   This is a remarkable biblical example of intercessory prayer and shows that true prayer is a two way conversation, not a lonely activity.

         	3.   Surely if anyone ever prayed earnestly and fervently, Abraham did!



ILLUS:  Apparently Abraham stopped at the number 10 because he thought that surely Lot, his wife, 2 unmarried daughters, 2 unmarried sons, 2 married daughters and their husbands were all saved.  He did not realize that the filth and wickedness of the city had taken its toll.  (Beware the environment you raise your family in!  The TV, video games, movies, tapes, rock and rap music, filthy language, dirty magazines [Hollywood trash, wrestling mags, etc.]  will all take their toll on YOUR family too and send your kids to hell!  Despite your earnest and fervent prayers!)



    C.   He Prayed Believingly:



1.   He prayed believing in God’s perfect goodness, righteousness, mercy, grace, fairness, and justice; and he was right!

2.   He prayed believing in Lot’s godly influence on his family in spite of the wicked cesspool he lived in; and he was wrong!



    D.   His Prayer Saved Lot, Not Sodom:



2 Pet. 2:6-7

And  (God turned) the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 



1.  Even such earnest, fervent, believing prayer could not save the wicked; “HE                      DIDN’T FAIL TO PRAY – BUT HIS PRAYERS FAILED” to save Sodom!

2.   Lot would have gone to heaven even if he had been destroyed with the city because he is saved, but God was merciful in saving his worthless hide as well.



ILLUS:  Knowing the future of Lot and his incestuous relationship with his daughters, it probably would have been better if Lot would have died at that point, but God answered at least this much of Abraham’s prayer.



11  LOT – A BELIEVER OUT OF PLACE:



    A.   He Sought Wealth, Success and Comfort:



	1.   His priorities were misplaced; he was saved, but carnal.

         	2.   He sacrificed his family on the altar of fleshly lusts (none of them wrong in themselves.

         

    B.   He Got Misery, Death and Suffered Great Loss:



1.  He was “vexed” i.e., distressed, stressed out, harassed, etc. in his soul even though his body  was experiencing comfort, prestige, fame and fortune!

2.   He ended up losing all his fleshly comforts, along with his wife, children and all that is really important in life and eternity.



III.  SODOM – A CITY OF SIN:  Gen. 18:20



    A.   Chastening For The Believer:



1.   God loves Lot in spite of his sinful lifestyle and so he receives chastening; just like you will if you decide not to live for the God Who loves you!

            2.   We choose our future by the decisions we make now!



    B.   Judgment For The World:  



Gen.19:23-24

23  The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 

24  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 



1.   God sends His wrath upon the wicked abominations of lesbianism and homosexuality which characterized Sodom: “(ABRAHAM) DIDN’T FAIL TO PRAY – BUT HIS PRAYERS FAILED” to save Sodom and the Sodomites

2.   The dictionary is consistent with the Bible in describing the sins of Sodom; it defines “sodomy” as “any sexual intercourse regarded as abnormal, as between persons of the same sex, or between  a person and an animal.”



ILLUS:  The Sodomites of our day attempt to ascribe the destruction of Sodom to the “inhospitality” of the city toward strangers!  Hogwash!  God doesn’t destroy cities or societies because of a lack of hospitality, but he will and does destroy them because of abominable sins!   Cf. Gen.19:1-8



    C.   Safety For Some Who Flee:



	1.  Lot, his wife and two unmarried daughters escape.

2.  His wife dies on the way out (!) due to her roots in the sinful society her carnal husband introduced her to.

         	3.  He and his daughters escape unharmed, but not unscathed.

4.  All who “flee from the wrath to come” can experience God’s grace, but all who ignore the warnings will perish eternally.



ILLUS:  Dr. Lee Roberson tells the story of London’s solemn Newgate prison.  The last execution carried out there was a poor woman.  She had committed a heinous crime and the night before her execution she finally fell asleep.  The guards came to get her and she had a smile on her face and they would later learn that she was dreaming of a happy childhood, godly parents, a clean home, her brothers and sisters, innocent days gathering flowers in the fields, etc.  

                 The jailers finally had to awaken her.  Suddenly reality struck her and she gave a blood curdling, bitter, piercing scream which the jailers never forgot.  

                 One day for every sinner there will be a horrible awakening of the reality of death, condemnation, judgment and eternal hell-fire, unless they turn from their sin and turn to the Son!  Then prayers, preaching, compassion will be to no avail.  It will be too late!



CONCL:  Abraham did what he could:  “HE DIDN’T FAIL TO PRAY – BUT HIS PRAYERS FAILED” to save the city and the Sodomites!  We can pray for YOU, sinner friend, but our prayers too will fail unless you repent and receive the Lord. 

               Child of God…have you been blaming God for not answering your prayers?  Perhaps something far more weighty and important is involved and limits God from giving you what you are praying for.  We need to realize He sees the big picture!





“THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH”



TEXT:  Genesis 18:25



INTRO:  A.  When Abraham went before the Lord to plead the case of  Sodom before the Lord, he reminded God of His righteous responsibility.  He asked God “Wilt Thou destroy the righteous with the wicked?”  and starting with the prospect of 50 righteous in the city and going down to 10, he pleaded for mercy…



Gen. 18:25

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?



           B.   He was speaking of Jehovah in the Old Testament.   But as with our court system, a judge 

may defer to hear cases and disqualify themselves and pass on their responsibility to another judge of equal or higher authority.  The Lord decided to ask another to assume the responsibility of becoming the Judge of all people.  His nominee was Jesus His Son.  The title of Judge now belongs to our Savior, as we will see.  But He has other legal titles as well…



1   THE ADVOCATE:  



1 John 2:1 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 



ILLUS:  The concept of an advocate implies several things.  There must be an adversary	i.e., someone on the other side disputing against the client.  Rev. 12:10 says “…for the accuser of the brethren is cast down; which accused them (saints) before our God day and night.”  It also implies the ability to offer his services to the client.  The word has the same root as the word translated “comforter” for the Holy Spirit (paracletos), i.e., “one who comes alongside to help.”

The work of an advocate suggests conflict, argument, a presentation of facts to defend a client, the means whereby a satisfactory verdict might be obtained in a court of law.



A.   His Prerogative:  



   1.   To accept or refuse a client

   2.   No attorney has to accept a client; for many reasons he may decline.



ILLUS:  Maybe the client can’t afford the attorney (our Advocate doesn’t charge), perhaps he refuses the case on the basis that he knows the client is guilty (He knows!), or possibly there are conflicts of interest (no problem - our Advocate is sinless), etc. Jesus our Advocate said:  “Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”



B.   His Purpose:



   1.   To plead the client’s case before a Judge.  

2.   A good attorney will not take the case before a judge until he is convinced he knows all the 

facts from his client (our Advocate is omniscient, we can’t hide anything from Him).



C.   His Pleasure:



  1.   To win the case and see his client go free.

2.   Surely a job well done with a good outcome is reward in itself, but it is even better if the 

client is grateful and expresses that gratitude!



ILLUS:  Surely our Advocate must be thrilled when He receives the praise of His “clients” for interceding in their behalf, for forgiving their sins, for pleading their cause before the throne of grace.   Since He doesn’t charge for His services it should be obvious that no gift of service would be too great to return to Him.  We can’t buy His service, but we can thrill His soul!



11   THE MEDIATOR:



NOTE:  Many of the Names or Titles of our Savior appear to be synonymous.  They resemble snowflakes, each extremely delicate and beautiful, yet they are individual masterpieces when viewed individually.  Christ is our Intercessor, High Priest, Advocate and 	Mediator and all these names deal with His mediatorial work at God’s throne.



A.   Important Distinctions:



1   .This is another legal term, but with nuances in definition to set it apart from the term Advocate.

2.   A priest intercedes, a lawyer or advocate defends, an intercessor prays, but a mediator is a go-between for 2 parts beyond reconciliation.



ILLUS:  Governments, labor parties, marriage partners in dispute appoint such men to see if the “irreconcilable differences” may be mediated or resolved.  A mediator is asked to produce an agreement to the two disputing parties.  No easy task.  Referring to God Job said:



Job 9:32-33 

32  For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment. 

33  Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both. 



	The word “daysman” means umpire or mediator, i.e., an impartial judge.  God and the human race are not in agreement and their respective demands are in opposition.

	God requires holiness, but man is sinful.  We need a Mediator or “daysman” to resolve our problem.



B.   Irreplaceable Representative:



1 Tim. 2:5

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.



  1.   The Mediator must have the confidence of both sides in the dispute.

  2.   He must be an accredited representative of both parties.

  3.   In Jesus’ case His love for both sides was the guarantee of a genuine solution.



C.   Indisputable Results:



Heb. 9:15

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 



Heb. 12:24

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 



 1.   The old covenant, ratified by the blood of bulls and goats was “weak” and temporary.

           2.   The new covenant was ratified by the blood of the Mediator Himself with powerful and

permanent results.



111   THE JUDGE:  



A.   The Clothing Of The Judge:



Rev. 1:12-14

12	  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 

13	  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14	  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 



ILLUS:  English judges and lawyers wear black robes symbolizing the solemnity of the preceding and white, woolly wigs, probably inspired of this description of THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH.



B.   The Competence Of The Judge:



John 5:22

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 



  1.   He had no blemish on His record.

2    He is conversant with all the laws of God, thus qualified to judge any case brought before 

Him.



John 5:30

I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 



C.   The Condemnation From The Judge:



Mt. 12:41-42

41	The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

42	The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 



    1.   Witnesses will be called before the Judge passes sentences.

2.   Those who hear stand before the Bar of the Judge of all the earth will have sufficient wit-

nesses to convince and convict them.



Rev. 20:11-12

11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 



CONCL:  Thank God that when we stand before THE JUDGE OF ALL THE\ EARTH, our case will be thrown out of court due to insufficient evidence, because our record has been wiped clean by His blood!  We have an Advocate to plead our case, a Mediator to speak in our behalf and a Judge Who is favorable to our cause,	based on His own work on our behalf!





"THE PERILS OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 20



INTRO:  A. The sight of Lot moving down to Sodom is bad enough, but to see Abraham heading back down toward Egypt is even worse.  And to top things off we see him repeating the same old sin as he did before, i.e. lying about his wife and pretending she is only his sister.  When he should have been witnessing to the heathen, we find the father of the Jews "copping out" and the great man of faith failing to trust God!



     B.  Behind the scenes we can discern Satan making a last-ditch effort to prevent the birth of 

Isaac and ultimately the birth of Christ.



IX. THE PERILS OF FAITH:



    A.   The Moving Pilgrim:  v.1,2



       	1.   We are not told of why Abraham moved.

2.   The last time we saw him he was standing on the spot where he was interceding with         God on behalf of Sodom and Lot.

       	3.   The south road led thru the country of the Philistines.

       	4.   Here is father Abraham the pilgrim, "soujourning" in Gerar!   v.1

       	5.   Here is the father of the faithful, lying thru his teeth!  v.2a

       	6.   Abraham had made a wrong move and it cost him his wife!  v.2b



NOTE: The inference in the text is that 90 years old Sarah is as attractive as any 19 year old harem girl in Abimelech's court, for the "King of Gerar sent, and took Sarah."

      Apparently the Lord restored Sarah's youth in preparation for the birth of Isaac. Sarah didn't have to wait till the rapture to do a cosemetic job on Sarah.



    B.   The Miserable Prophet: v.3-16



NOTE: God calls Abraham a prophet (v.7).  This is the first use of the word.   We instinctively feel that any man claiming to represent God should be beyond reproach in his public and private life.  Abraham had already lied and Abimelech is about to find it out.



           1.   Abraham is not readily recognizable as a Prophet.  v.3-7



                  a.   Abimelech's lost condition.  v.3  "...thou art but a dead man"



ILLUS: We often hear "What about the heathen who have never heard?"  Gen. 20 gives us some answers:



                       (1.   The heathen are not as innocent as you think they are. (Rom.1)

                       (2.   They know right and wrong even where you do not. (Gen. 20:4)

                       (3.  They can receive extra-biblical revelations. v.3

                       (4.  God Himself often prevents them from sinning.  v.6

                       (5.   If they obey the word, the live, if not they die.  v.3



                 b.   They are obligated to follow their conscience.

                 c.   They are born and live with enough light to know right from wrong.

                 d.   If they are feebleminded or insane they are not accountable.

                 e   Where they follow their conscience, God gets the Gospel to them.

                 f.   Where they do not they are judged for violating their conscience.

                 g.   They are just as lost as present day religionists, but not as damned.  Mt. 23:13,14

	     h.   Abimelech's loud complaint: v.4-5



NOTE: God is not impressed with his protests.  Abimelech had not broken the law because the law was written to accomodate his lusts.  Just like today!  No more Homosexuality...no more!



          	     i.   Abimelech's last consideration: v.6,7



                      1)   He was sovereignly restrained.

                      2)   He was still responsible.



ILLUS: The man standing before this Philistine King was a liar and a coward, but he was still God's prophet and he had better treat him accordingly!



           2.   Abraham was not really regarded as a Prophet: v.8-13



NOTE: Abimelech was up at dawn and recounts the horrible nightmare he had to his servants and the fear of God came on them too.  (Later we will be told what sign God had given them which helped them believe the King's story!)



                a.   Abraham's distrust revealed:  v.9-11

                b.   Abraham's dishonesty exposed: v.12-13a



NOTE: A half-truth is still a whole lie!  The unsaved hate believers, but they should respect them.  When they lie they become hypocrites in the lost man's eyes.



                c.   Abraham's disgrace shown: v.13b



          3.   Abraham not rightly received as a Prophet: v.14-16



                a.   Abimelech deliberately disgraces Abraham. v.14  He pays him off.

                b.   Abimelech dutifully dismisses him. v.15

                c.   Abimelech deftly disdains him. v.16  "...thy brother!"



    C.   The Ministering Priest: v.17-18



           1.   The scope of Abraham's priestly ministry.  v.17a

           2.   The success of Abraham's priestly ministry: v.17b

           3.   The significance of Abraham's priestly ministry.  v.18



ILLUS: Satan sought to prevent the birth of Isaac.  Failing that he could at least plant the seed that Isaac was Abimelech's child!  God foiled his plan!  Every woman was rendered sterile till Abraham was out of town and prayed for the removal of the curse of sterility!  God cannot be thwarted!





"THE PRIZE OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 21



INTRO:  A. Aged Abraham is laughing with tears streaming down his cheeks, he is no doubt beaming and embracing everyone within reach.  Sarah is laughing too - this time because of joy that "a man is born into the world."  A baby is born to 100 year old Abraham and 90 year old Sarah!   Exactly on schedule and exactly as God had promised!  It is Abraham's boy!  Sarah's boy!  God's Boy!



               B. Here at last is the "Prize of Faith"!  To rephrase a proverb "God's things (instead of "good things") come to those who wait!"  Other things happen in ch.21 but this miracle baby overshadows them all.  It is a chapter to be written in bold capital letters, underlined and framed and hung forever in the gallery of faith...



1.  THE PRIZE OF FAITH:



    A.   The Tremendous Miracle of Isaac: (v.1-8)



       	1.   The forecast:  v.1-2  "as He had spoken..."  (3X)

       	2.   The fulfillment: v.3-8

          	     a.   All the doubts and disappointments disappeared.

          	     b.   Just imagine the excitement of the 9 months of anticipation and now its fulfillment!



ILLUS: No amniocentisis or ultra sounds.  God simply predicted it would be a boy and it was!  What a joyous answer to prayer and Prize of Faith!  Abraham named him Isaac =  "laughter"



1)   Dependence: re: circumcision, Abraham confessed his utter dependence on God for the spiritual welfare of this child.

2)   Development: re: weaning.  v.8  Isaac was growing up!  He was no longer on milk, he is ready for meat.



    B.   The Terrible Mockery of Ishmael:  v.9



       	1.   Spirituality is not hereditary but carnality is!

2.   Ishmael is about 14 years old now and he had been circumcised the year before, but outward religious rites do not change the old nature.

3.   Ishmael had been brought up in a spiritual home, but in his teen years his father's religion and authority no longer meant anything.



ILLUS: Teens struggle when the father's authority is questioned and the father beliefs are challenged.  Satan is ready with false philosophies, the world is there with its many attractions and the flesh is stirring in new ways and wrong companions, music and styles are present to help assert his rebellion.



    C.   The Typical Message of Sarah: v.10



           1.   Sarah's motives may have been wrong but her conclusion is right.

           2.   The flesh cannot inherit spiritual things.



ILLUS:                             	Abraham

Sarah and Isaac                       Hagar and Ishmael

(New Nature)                        (Old Nature)



    D.   The Tragic Mistake of Abraham:  v.11



            1.   As repugnant as the flesh is, there are some attractive things we cling to in it.

            2.   God's evaluation is: "...no good thing!"



    E.   The Tender Mercies of God: v.12-13



    F.   The Tearful Misery of Hagar: v.14-21



           1.   Cast out: v.14

           2.   Crushed down: v.15-16

           3.   Caught up: v.17-21



    G.   The Transparent Motives of Abimelech: v.22-34



            1.   The plea: v.21-24

            2.   The pledge: v.25-31

           3.   The parting: v.32-34



                 a.   Abraham working: v.33a

                 b.   Abraham worshipping: v.33b

                 c.   Abraham waiting: v.34





"THE PROOF OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 22



INTRO:  A. On May 29, 1953 Sir Edmund Hillary achieved fame by conquering Mt. Everest.  He stood 29,002 ft. above sea level, higher than any human had ever or would ever climb.



                 B. In Gen. 22 another mountain juts up from earth - not Everest, but Moriah.  Two men make their way up that mountain.  It represents the highest pinnacle of surrender for one man and the highest pinnacle of obedience for the other.  There is only one peak higher in Scripture - Mt. Calvary!



I.  THE PROOF OF FAITH:



    A.   The Sudden Test For Which God Had Prepared Abraham: v.1-2



           1.   God would test ("tempt") Abraham. v.1

           2.   God never tested Lot - no need, Lot's character was known.

           3.   The focus is on "thy son, thine only son..." but the agony is in the heart of the father.



NOTE: In Ps. 22 and Is. 53 we see what Calvary meant to the Son, but here in Genesis. 22 we see what Calvary meant to the Father.  All that Moriah meant to Abraham in agony and heartache was multiplied a 1000 fold to God the Father as He offered His Son on Calvary.



          4.   Moriah means "forseen of Jehovah".  v.2



                a.   God is never taken by surprise.

                b.   God forsaw man's sin in the Garden and made provision for it.



ILLUS: A watch: designed within is a mechanism for correcting it if it should gain or lose time, by its designer.  Into creation God designed a plan of redemption, because all is "forseen of Jehovah."



    B.   The Simple Trust in Which God Had Perfected Abraham:  v.3-12



           1.   Abraham had learned God's dependability.

           2.   Again and again God had declared "In Isaac shall thy seed be called."

           3.   It was inconceivable that Isaac could die before he had children.

           4.   Abraham had faith, but the test was nonetheless grievous!



                 a.   The way of the cross:  "the place..." v.3,4,9



Luke 23:33  

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 



                      1)   When they got to "the place" father and son had to go alone.

2)   It was a dress rehearsal for Calvary; Peter, James and John could only go so far with

Jesus and no farther, the Father and the Son had to go to Calvary alone.



                b.   The word of the cross: v.6-8  "where is the lamb...?"



                     1)   What a piercing question!

2)   The weight of the wood was now felt by Isaac, and he saw the fire, the altar and ...the 

knife! 



ILLUS: What agony of soul for father Abraham.  Faith yes, but faith mixed with doubt.  How can this be?  His answer seemed to stop further questions, "so they went both of them together."  Abraham and Isaac had resigned themselves to the inevitable.  Yet mixed with this agony was the faith that he and his son would "come again" to the servants after they worshipped.  v.5b



              c.   The work of the cross: V.9-10



ILLUS: As he took the knife, perhaps his mind went back to his first sacrifice to a friendly, trusting, innocent lamb...  Perhaps he felt like a murderer...now he must slay his son.  It was the work of the cross.



    C.   The Solemn Truth By Which God Had Protected Abraham: v.11-14



           1.   Abraham's hand is stayed. v.11,12

           2.   Isaac is released from his bonds.

           3.   Abraham passed the test!

           4.   Isaac is replaced by a ram.  v.13,14



ILLUS: Imagine the thoughts and tears (?) as Isaac and Abraham watched that knife plunged into the heart of that lamb and the blood spurted out...  What similar thoughts and emotions should flood our hearts as we think of the Lamb that God provided for our sins.  There was no reprieve or substitute for Him!



            5.   Abraham names the place Jehovah-Jireh: "The Lord Will Provide"



    D.   The Sacred Testimony of God's Promise to Abraham: v. 15-24



           1.   The promise: v.15-18

           2.   The provision: v.19  "Abraham returned..."

           3.   The prophesy: v.20-24



   a.   This genealogy is not anticlimactic, for it introduces us to Nahor and thru him to Rebekah.

   b.   The firstfruit of Calvary is the Church!









“WORTHY WORSHIP”

(“Butter or Margarine?)



TEXT: Gen. 22:5



INTRO:  A. Our text presents an interesting question: what did Abraham mean when he said: “I and the lad will go yonder and worship?”  What is worship?  Or, more biblically What is “WORTHY WORSHIP?”



     B.    Jesus said that “God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit  and  in truth.”  John 4:24 What we will attempt to clarify tonight is “in spirit and in truth” or exactly what is “in spirit and in truth?” or what is “WORTHY WORSHIP?”  Last week we spoke on the subject “Worship Is For Priests” - this week we want to define worship...



I.  DEFINING WORSHIP: 



    A.   Substitutes For Worthy Worship:



ILLUS:  Who prefers margarine to butter?  Those who remember when margarine was first manu-factured and marketed remember how white it was and how it had to be colored and how bad it tasted compared to butter.  Those who were raised on butter couldn’t easily make the change.  But those who have been raised on margarine prefer the substitute over the real thing.  Many believers who came from religious traditions with substitutes for “WORTHY WORSHIP” or biblical worship may not know the difference between “margarine worship” and  “butter worship” and may have accepted the substitute for the real thing.



	1.   Form is not worship.

	2.   Ritual is not worship.

            3.   Even services in a fundamental, Bible-preaching church may not be true worship!



    B.   Substance Of Worthy Worship:



           1.   Old Testament word for “worship” meant to “bow down”. 



ILLUS:  Posture is important in worship.  Does it really matter what posture we assume if our hearts are right?  Have we grown too casual about our posture in worship?  Should we kneel or “bow down” when we pray.  Should we have kneeling pads built into our new pews?

Perhaps the Moslems and Catholics are closer to “Worthy Worship” regarding posture in prayer and worship?   Posture at least communicates something of our heart attitude.



Gen. 24:26

And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD. 



Gen. 24:52 	

And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 



Dan. 6:10 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 



	2.   The New Testament word for “worship” means to “kiss the hand”.



ILLUS: Combining these two definitions the RCC has men bowing and kissing the hand of the Pope.   They are right in the body language of worship, but wrong in the person they worship!  It is impossible to kiss God’s hand and unnecessary to bow to the ground in order to worship Him, but the attitudes behind such acts ought to be ours.  We must acknowledge God’s superiority and greatness and maintain an attitude of reverence before Him.



II. DISCERNING WORSHIP:



NOTE:  There are 2 aspects to Worthy Worship which are necessities: Self-denial and Service.  We need to examine both in order to discern or understand biblical worship...



    A.   Self-Denial:



           1.   No Jew ever came to worship empty-handed.



ILLUS:  Of the 13 boxes in the Temple treasury, 4 were for the freewill offerings of the people. Self-denial begins after the tithe has been paid.



Ps. 96:8 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts. 



Mt. 5:23-24

23  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 

24  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 



2. God demands that true or worthy worshippers deny themselves activities that compete with   scheduled public worship services.



Heb. 10:25 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 



    B.   Service:



	1.   Serving God with the right attitude.



Heb. 12:28 

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 



	2.   The right attitude is “with reverence and godly fear.



a.   There is no real worship without reverence; the recognition of whom we serve, Who He is and what He has done.

b.   There is no real worship without godly fear: we serve an omnipotent God, Who is “a consuming fire...”  (v.29)



ILLUS: How would you rate your worship on a scale of 1 to 10 regarding reverence...godly fear? 2. Serving God with the right life:



Rom. 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 



	      c.   Self-denial is meaningless apart from service.

	      d.   Only one who denies self can truly serve another.



III. DETAILING WORSHIP:



ILLUS:  True or “WORTHY WORSHIP” demands total involvement.  A believer’s body, soul and spirit must be involved. 

	

    A.   Our Bodies:



1.   In the Bible we find some worshipers bowing, some kneeling, some falling down, some raising hands, some clapping and some looking up.

	2.   Our Savior and others raised their eyes and hands toward heaven when praying.

3.   Discipline of the body is involved in our personal worship; we must get out of bed to have our devotions, etc.  

	4.   The person who has no discipline over his body rarely worships!

	

    B.   Our Souls:



            1.   When we speak of the soul we are talking about the mind and the emotions.



Mt. 22:37 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 



2.   When we sing or pray or listen to sermons we must be certain our heart and mind is involved.



Ps. 47:7 

For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. 



1 Cor. 14:15 

What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 



    C.   Our Spirits:



1.   That part of worship which is the hardest to define but the easiest to experience is that which involves the spirit; we all know when our spirit is truly involved in real worship.

Luke 1:46-47 

46  And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 



ILLUS:  Mary dedicated her body to the purpose of the Incarnation and her soul and spirit to the exaltation of God.  



2.   Did you really worship God tonight?  Your body was involved (you made the effort to

come), but was your soul and spirit involved also?



CONCL:  “WORTHY WORSHIP” is true worship.  It is Biblical worship.  On a scale of 1 to 10 how are you doing?  “Worship is for Priests” (those who have been born again) but they must	worship Him in spirit and in truth (sound doctrine).  How are you doing?





"BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"



TEXT: Gen. 22:7



THESIS: To show the symbolism behind the fire, wood and lamb in the text.



INTRO: A. The shadow of the cross falls vividly across the pgs. of Script. With discernment it can be seen in nearly every setting, scene and story of the Bible.  It seems that God is so anxious to reveal His plan of redemption that He must delineate it in nearly every chap. of the OLD TESTAMENT  Types, pictures, symbols, stories, visions, dreams, miracles and prophecies all point ti the Cross of His Beloved Son.



ILLUS: When God tells about that first couple being clothed with the skin of an animal HE is really speaking about the covering for sin He will provide, at the cost of His Son's own blood for every sinner.  When He speaks about Abel's offering He is really telling us about that other altar outside a city's gate where the Lamb of God was put to death for sinners.  And on it goes...but where is there a more vivid shadow of Calvary than here in Gen. 22:1-14?



              B. The question Isaac asks his father is the greatest question anyone ever asked: "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"  It may be disguised as: "Where is He that is born King of the Jews?" or "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" or "What is truth?" or "What shall I then do with Jesus which is called the Christ?" or "What shall a man give in exchange for his own soul?" or "How can a man then be justified before God?"  But the core questions is "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"!  MARY had Him in her arms and didn't know it.  PILATE and HEROD spoke face-to-face with Him and didn't recognize Him.  JN. THE BAPTIST proclaimed Him as the Lamb and later had doubts.  MEN TODAY celebrate His birth at Christmas, His death on Good Friday, His resurrection on Easter and every Sunday and still miss Him!  "WHERE IS THE LAMB?"



I.  "BEHOLD THE FIRE...BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"



    A.   The Fire is Literal:  "Behold the fire..."



ILLUS: Recap the events.  Abraham and Isaac had traveled 3 days in response to God's command to Ab. to offer his only son Isaac as a burnt offering.

           1.   Abraham dutifully obeyed and made prep. for a burnt-offering.

           2.   Abraham carried the fire with him.



ILLUS: Abraham knew this was to be an outdoor "cookout" so he didn't forget the matches!  This was to be a barbeque and Isaac was to be the literal "roast"!  Yes the fire was literal.



    B.   The Fire is Symbolic: "Behold the fire..."



Deut. 4:24  

For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.



Heb. 12:29  

For our God is a consuming fire. ()



           1.   The fire signifies the holiness of God.

           2.   God often expresses Himself and His holiness in literal fire.



 a.   In the CONDEMNATION of sin He manifests His DISPLEASURE with sin in the form  of literal fire.



ILLUS: Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.19); Nadab and Abihu (Lev.10) "strange fire" God had kindled the orig fire on Israel's altar and it was never permitted to go out.  These 2 men thot their fire was just as good as God's fire and tried to intrude into the sacred office.  But God's fire fell from Heaven and devoured them.  HE ALONE IS HOLY and CANNOT BE IMITATED. Self-righteousness is "strange fire" and will be severely dealth with.

         Watch out liberal...do-gooder...religionist...philosopher...traditionalist...scientist...educator...good works crowd...self-right. hypocrites...fool around with "strange fire" and YOU will get burned!



            3.   Hell-fire!  "The lake of FIRE!" is literal!



Is. 30:33  

For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.



          ("Tophet" lit. = "place of fire")



a.   In the COMMENDATION of righteousness He manifests His PLEASURE in the form of literal fire.



ILLUS: Elijah on Mt. Carmel. Tongues of fire at Pentecost. What makes the diff bet. God's holiness being expressed in CONDEMNATION OR COMMENDATION, in DISPLEASURE OR PLEASURE?  The PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF SACRIFICIAL BLOOD!  Ex: Isaiah at the altar at the time of eve sacrifice sees the Lord and realizes his sinfulness.  A Seraphim takes a coal fm the brazen altar and draws it across his lips and says: "thine iniquity is taken away, thy sin is purged."  The blood of the sacrifices had dripped on those coals!   Had there been no blood Isaiah would have been consumed.  Either the sin or the sinner is consumed with God's fire!  The presence or absence of blood determines which!  "OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE!"



II. "BEHOLD...THE WOOD: BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"



    A.   The Wood is Literal: "Behold...the wood..."



           1.   The other element necessary to keep the fire of the burnt offering fueled was also present.

           2.   The wood for the fire was placed on Isaac's back: v.6



    B.   The Wood is symbolic: "Behold...the wood..."



1.   Note the similarity bet. Is.53: "And the Lord HATH LAID ON HIM the iniquity of us all," and Gen. 22:6.

2.   Abraham took the wood off the back of the donkey (the sinner) and laid the burden on his only son (the Savior).



ILLUS: I see another Father at the base of Mt.Calvary taking my burden of sin and transferring it to His Son.  And up the side of the Mt. staggers our Savior under the load of transferred sin and guilt.  (Note the union of Father and Son in the work of redemption...pictured in 6b and 8b: "both of them together We often limit our view of Calvary to the suffering Son.  But there was also a suffering Father.  (Imagine the grief of Father Abraham as he wrestled with the horror of killing his own son!  The sleepless nights! The agonizing steps bringing him closer to the Mt. and the moment of sacrifice.



III. "BEHOLD...THE LAMB!"



    A.   The Lamb Needed Was Literal:



       `	1.   Both Isaac and Abraham would have preferred a real lamb for the sacrifice.

2.   But there was no lamb in sight, so the ques: "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?" - Somebody is going to kill and burn something!



    B.   The Lamb Provided Was Symbolic:



1.   Abraham's answer is one of Scripture's great revelations: "God will provide Himself a lamb..."



                  a.   "God will provide..." Jehovah-Jireh.

                  b.   "Himself..." He will be the substitute in Christ.

                  c.   "a lamb..." Christ is that Lamb!



          2.   Abraham's answer is the only hope for mankind!



NOTE: For thousands of yrs. men on earth asked: "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"  For thousands of yrs. the angels, seraphim, cherubim and archangels asked "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?"  The heavens were silent.  Then one day a prophet clothed in camel's skins, pointed an unwavering finger to Christ and declared "BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD!"  Isaac's question, humanity's question, the angel's question, is answered!



CONCL: The answer to that great question: "BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB?" opened graves, removed the sting of death, arrested the march of a ruined race toward the gaping jaws of hell and made it possible for sinners to ascend the stairway to Heaven.



         Call down to HELL and ask: "Behold the fire and the wood, but WHERE IS THE LAMB?" and the answer returns: "There is NO LAMB here!"

          Call up to HEAVEN and ask: "Behold the fire and the Lamb, but where is the wood?"  and the answer returns: "There is NO WOOD (sin) here!"



"THE PATIENCE OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 23



INTRO: A. In Gen. 22 Abraham is concerned with a Burnt Offering.   In chapter 24 he is concerned with a Bride for his son Isaac; in ch. 23 he is concerned with a Burial for his beloved wife Sarah.



                B. It is hard to say which loss is greater, that of a child or that of a spouse.  Both are very difficult to deal with.  Abraham has had to deal with both.  In chapter 22 he had to come to grips with the loss of his son, but God was gracious and gave him back.  Now he must deal with the loss of beautiful and beloved Sarah.



I.  THE PATIENCE OF FAITH:



    A.   Abraham's Grief: v.1-6



           1.   Sarah's years: v.1



NOTE: Sarah is the only woman in the Bible whose age at death is revealed.



ILLUS: The mother got on the bus to go downtown with her son who was 4 years old.   Those five and under rode free.  The bus driver asked "How old is your son?"   She said "He's four."  The little boy then announced loudly "And my mommy is forty-one!"   One young diplomat was asked by a widow if he could guess her age.   He paused and she said "You must have some idea."  "I have several ideas" he said "The only trouble is that I hesitate to make you ten years younger on account of your looks, or ten years older on account of your intelligence Moses makes no bones about Sarah's age: 127!



            2.   Abraham's tears: v.2



                   a.   Believers are permitted to mourn the loss of loved ones.

                   b.   but they "sorrow not even as others which have no hope."



NOTE: Abraham was looking for a city called Heaven, and now it would be more attractive since his beloved Sarah was there.



          	       c.   Sarah died in Hebron in Canaan: "the place of fellowship."

d.   Sarah was born in a pagan city, a poor lost sinner, but she died in a place of fellowship with the Lord a saved sinner.



QUOTE: Phillips: "To die in the place of fellowship is the next best thing to never dying at all."



                  e.   Sarah had exchanged her Bedouin tent for an ivory palace.



           3.   Abraham's testimony: v.3-6



        a.   "I am a stranger..."  on who finds himself in a place he does not naturally belong.  v.3,4

                  b.   "I am...a sojourner..."  a temporary resident.



ILLUS: The Abrahamic Covenant literally gave all of Canaan to Abraham and his descendents.  They didn't know it but all their houses and lands were his!  But it was of more interest to him that heaven was his.  Sarah's death had put that into full focus.

        As a boy I used to watch the local "piegon club" birds being taken to different locations; all the same distance from their home.   They would all be released at the same time.  They would circle till they got their bearings then all head for home.  The object was to see which flock would get there first.  As believers we have the Heavenly Dove indwelling us.  He brings with Him a homing instinct!  We will never be happy till we are home! 



c.   "Thou art a mighty prince..." v.5,6  Abraham, the separated believe not Lot, the worldly believer, was respected by the world.



    C.   Sarah's Grave:  v.7-18



1.   Abraham was not covetous in his walk Sarah's grave was the only piece of real estate in all Canaan that Abraham actually possessed.

       	2.   Abraham was courteous in his talk. v.7-8

       	3.   Abraham was careful in his transactions: v.8-18



          	      a.   He stated the case: v.8-9

          	      b.   He satisfied the customs.  v.10-13

          	      c.   He secured the contract. v.14-18



    D.   Ephron's Gift: v.19,20



            1.   3 times in v.11, Ephron said "I give it thee..."

            2.   Ephron is like the world, promising to give much, but instead it  only takes.



John 14:27  

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 



NOTE: Abraham faced life's TESTINGS knowing that although they are slow in fulfillment, they are settled in heaven; he faced life's TEARS with natural but not inconsolable grief and he faced life's TREACHERIES with wisdom knowing that man's word may or may not be sure, but with the assurance that God's Word cannot be broken.





"THE PRECAUTIONS OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 24



INTRO: A. QUOTE: Phillips: "The Holy Spirit lingers lovingly over every detail in chapter 24, the longest chap. in Genesis, for every detail speaks of Christ and His church."  This is not surprising since the Holy Spirit Himself tells us that marriage is intended to mirror the marital relationship and that is the subject here: "GETTING THE BRIDE"!



In chapter 22 the subject was a BURNT OFFERING, 

in chapter 23 a BURIAL and now 

in chapter 24 a BRIDE.  



The interpretation is about a bride for Isaac, the application is about a Bride for Christ.  The picture is how the Holy Spirit lovingly represents the Savior and seeks a Bride for him.  But today we want to focus on GETTING A BRIDE for Isaac...



I.  THE PRECAUTIONS OF FAITH:  24



    A.   The Wise Sojourner: v.1-9



           1.   The Father's Age: v.1



ILLUS: The Jews divided old age into 3 stages: 60-70years = "the commencement of old age;" 70-80 years = "hoary headed age;" after 80 = "well stricken in age".  Abraham was about 140 years old here.  Isaac was about 40.



           2.   The Father's Wisdom: v.2-4



a.   Abraham saw the pagan, idol-worshipping, worldly, wicked and wanton women of Canaan and knew that Isaac could never take a wife of them.

                  b.   The concept of the unequal yoke was recognized early on.



          3.   The Father's Plan: v.5-9



          	    a.   Abraham's thoughts went back to far-off Haran.

          	    b.   He may not have known Rebekah personally, but he no doubt knew of her. (22:23)

c.   Abraham took the initiative (!) and implemented a plan (!) based on his knowledge of a prospective bride for his son(!).

          	    d.   Abraham took counsel with the one who would represent him(!) and sent him forth. 



    B.   The Wondrous Servant: v.10-28



       	1.   He is unnamed (presumably Eliezer of Damascus: 15:2).



NOTE: Often an unnamed man is used as a type of the Holy Spirit whose delight is to draw attn. away from himself and direct it to the Son.  "The silences of God are sometimes as significant as His sayings."



       	 2.   He goes to the "far country" of Haran in Mespotamia. v.10

 3.   He arrives at "the city of Nahor" by "coincidence"!  v.10  (Nahor is Abraham's brother)

       	 4.   He begins to pray and makes the Father's will, his will. v.11-14

5.   He immed. has his prayer answered: all is so perfect (!) as if it was preplanned (!) and yet is not contrived or forced (!). v.15-20



ILLUS: The Spirit never forces, never violates the human will, never overwhelms, or uses weird and uncanny means to ravish or coerce a soul.  Ordinary things happen, a visit here, a chance meeting there, an unexpected conversation...and all the time He is working.  It was the servant's way with Rebekah, it is the Spirit's way with a soul.  -Phillips



       	 6.   He offers her some jewelry, a token (!) which represents his master's wealth.  v.21,22

       	  7.   He asks to dwell temporarily with her and her family (!). v.23-28



ILLUS: The secret to soul-winning is found in the simple statement in v.27:   "I being in the way, the Lord led me..."



    C.   The Worldly Sinner: v.29-33



1.  Rebekah's brother, Laban, was unimpressed with the wonderful story but with the GIFTS!

2.   Laban was not interested in the Father, Son or Servant, the gifts came first with him.  v.28-30

       	3.   Rebekah was absorbed in the story; Laban was taken up with the gifts.  v.31-33



NOTE: Gifts were initially given to Laban too, but he tried to hinder the servants primary work. v.53-58 The same gifts which warmed Rebekah's heart and drew her to Isaac and Abraham, did nothing for Laban.



    D.   The Willing Saint: v.34-61



            1.   The servant now reveals the purpose of his coming and tells the amazing story.  v.34-49

            2.   Even the worldly Laban recognizes the supernatural nature of the events.  v.50

            3.   Finally Rebekah is asked if she will follow the servant to the son!   v.58



a.   She had never seen him, but had come to know of him solely by the word of the servant (!).

          	       b.   She already felt she knew him and had already given him her heart!



      	4.   She leaves all and "follows the man"!  v.59-61

5.   Along the way she no doubt asked questions of the servant about Isaac and learned all about the Son and began to long for Him!



ILLUS: No doubt he spoke to her of his miraculous birth (!), his great wealth (!), and above all of Mount Moriah and how father and son had gone up that mountain for a sacrifice and how Isaac had returned, as it were, from the dead! The servant's work was to speak of him!



           6.   Now she began to look for him!  v.62-64



    E.   The Waiting Son: v.62-67



           1.   Isaac had been to Moriah - his work was done!

           2.   The calling of the bride was the work of the servant!

           3.   His task was to wait in the father's presence till the appointed time!

           4.   The time must have seemed as long for him as for his bride!

           5.   Finally the day arrived.  v.62-67

           6.   He brought her to his mother, Sarah's tent. v.67



ILLUS:  Rebekah was not Sarah, but a different person entirely.  The church is not Israel, but a different entity entirely. Israel was the wife of Jehovah, the church is the Bride of Christ!  The church has been abrought into the favored position formerly occupied by Israel.





"GETTING THE BRIDE"



TEXT: Gen. 24



THESIS: To show the beautiful picture of the Holy Spirit's ministry in the world of "Getting a Bride" for the Savior thru the soul-winning efforts of believers.



INTRO: A. The subject of Gen.22 is a Burnt Offering...Abraham offered his supernaturally given son Isaac as a sacrifice. The subject of Gen.23 is a Burial...Abraham laying to rest his beloved wife Sarah. The subject of Gen. 24 is a Bride...Abraham sends his servant into the world to get a wife for his miracle son Isaac. The whole point of the pas- age is "GETTING THE BRIDE" for Isaac.



               B. The last time we saw Isaac (22:13) he was figuratively resurrected! We do not see him again till 92 verses and a long time period later when he comes forth from his father's house to meet his bride!  We hear much about him, but we do not see him!  "Oh Lord Jesus, how long, till we shout that glad song - Christ returneth! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen!"



               C. Abraham is 140 yrs old and very wealthy.  He is about to transfer all his wealth to his son Isaac.  Isaac is 40 yrs. old and still has no bride! Abraham makes a covenant or pact with his servant, Eleazar, to get a bride for his son...



I.  THE TYPOLOGY OF THE PASSAGE: v.1-4



QUOTE: Harold Willmington: "This is the most type-filled chapter in the Bible.



    A.   Abraham = God the Father.  v.2



Mt. 22:2  

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 



    B.   The Servant = God the Spirit.  v.2



1. The servant is not mentioned here by name, his sole purpose is to "Get a Bride" for the son and magnify him.



Jn. 16:14-15  

14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 



2. During this age the Holy Spirit's sole ministry is to "Get a Bride" for God's Son and magnify Him and comfort the Bride till they come together!



    C.   Isaac = God the Son. v.4



NOTE: Though the focus of the chapter is on the son, his presence is minimal.



I Pet. 1:8  

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, et believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:



    D.   Rebekah = The Bride, The Church, The Christian  v.4 (cf.v.16)



Eph. 5:27  

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 



NOTE: Rebekah is a perfect type of the church. Before anyone can become a member of the true church, he or she must first favorably answer the ques. of the Father's servant "Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go."  (24:58)



    E.   The Far Country = The world. v.4  (approx. 500 miles from Hebron)



II. THE TEST OF THE PACT:



ILLUS: Role play the story with 4 helpers taking the lead parts.



    A.   The Pact: v.2-4



            1.   The success or failure of the servant hinges on "GETTING THE BRIDE"!

            2.   Eleazar will be a "good servant" if he GETS THE BRIDE - a "bad servant" if he fails.



a.   He may be kind, zealous, enthusiastic, loving, etc. but if he doesn't  GET THE BRIDE he is a failure.

          	       b.   His sole purpose is to GET THE BRIDE for the son!



ILLUS: Organize fire dept.  Fire Chief (when no fires answers the phone), fireman #1 (polish the truck), fireman #2 press the uniforms, fireman #3 grease the pole).  What is their job?  TO PUT OUT FIRES!

        A Christian may have a beautiful voice and sing specials, another may be a great bookeeper or treasure, another may be a deacon.  What is there job?  GET THE BRIDE!



    B.   The Problem:  v.10-11



1.   The servant takes 10 camels and "power of attorney" (v.10 "all the goods of his master were in his hand") and went to Mespotamia.

       	2.   The problem is not that there are not enough prospects, but which ONE?  V.11



    C.   The Prayer:  v.12-14



1.   The prayer included a test of watering 10 camels (each one would drink about 5 gallons of water (5 X 10 = 50 gals!).

       	2.   "Before he had done speaking (in prayer) v.15, God was working!

            3.   Here comes Rebekah! (God is never surprised when someone gets saved! v.15-20



ILLUS: Have "servant" ask "Rebekah" to "give me a drink" etc.



III. THE THEOLOGY OF THE PICTURE:



    A.   The Fruit of the Spirit: (Gal. 5:22-23) Characteristics to aid in "GETTING THE BRIDE"!



ILLUS: I send my son to the store to get bread, butter and eggs.  He goes and shows love, joy, longsuffering, etc. but doesn't come home with the groceries. Good son or bad son?  Bad son!  etc.

        Have "servant" be loving, kind, sweet, etc. but Rebekah refuses.



    B.   The Gifts of the Spirit: (I Cor.12 = sign gifts; Rom.12 = service gifts; Eph.4 = speaking gifts) Aids or helps in 'GETTING THE BRIDE"!



ILLUS: cf. v.22, 35, 53  Token gifts were offered and great wealth was promised.  The Holy Spirit is the token ("earnest") of everything the believer will receive in Christ when the Marriage takes place!

       Silver = redemption, Gold = glory and riches, Raiment = righteousness, the garments of salvation.  All is provided by the Father thru the Son and the Spirit, so all is acceptable to Him!



     C.   The Fullness of the Spirit: (Eph.4:30)  Fuel or power for "GETTING THE BRIDE"!  V.58,61



            1.   Camel riding is tiresome and tough, up and down, up and down!

            2.   Rebekah "followed the man" over mountains, thru valleys, etc.



ILLUS: Only HE knew the way to Isaac!  He was always present with the Bride. When she grew weary he would come alongside her camel and tell her some sweet things about Isaac: his wealth, his power, his position, his miraculous birth, his willing sacrifice, his resurrection and his personal charm and wisdom.



             3.   At long last the journey is over and the bridegroom appears! v.62-67



CONCL:  The ministry of the Holy Spirit in this age is to use the believer to "GET THE BRIDE" for the Lord Jesus Christ!  He does not operate independently of us.  He works thru us!  The FRUIT, GIFTS and FULNESS of the Spirit are given by God to help us in "GETTING THE BRIDE" for Jesus!





"THE PARTINGS OF FAITH"



TEXT: Gen. 25:1-18



INTRO: A. It is a great thing to start well; it is even more important to finish well.  Abraham did!  This is the last chapter in Abraham's life.  He stepped out boldly at age 75, leaving home and family for God and the unknown. 100 years later he is still going on as strong for God as when he first left Ur in Babylon.



               B. Sarah had been dead for 20+ years now.  Abraham was lonely, so he married again.  The new brides name was Keturah.



I.  THE PARTINGS OF FAITH:



    A.   The Fruitful Man: v.1-4



           1.   Abraham's decision: v.1



          	      a.   An important decision, for 6 sons would be born of this union.

b.   With Sarah's death we pictured the passing of Israel, temporarily and her replacement with Isaac and Rebekah, a picture of the Church and her Bridegroom, Christ.

c.   But God is not finished with Israel and Keturah pictures her restoration to a place of fruitfulness and Millennial blessings.



           2.   Abraham's descendents: v.2-4



a.   Abraham had 6 sons by Keturah, 7 grandsons and 3 great-grandsons whose names are recorded here.

          	      b.   We know little about them except that the Midianights became active enemies of Israel.



ILLUS: Just because a man is godly doesn't guarantee that his children will be.  Abraham undoubtedly insisted on obedience in his home, but there was no way to legislate holiness in the heart.



    B.   The Far-Sighted Man: v.5,6



           1.   The disposal of his fortune: v.5 (an unequivocal statement!)

           2.   The dispersal of his family: v.6 (inheritance insurance!)



ILLUS: The heavenly Father has likewise insured that the future belongs to His Son.  Many would challenge Him, but the future is His and His children.



    C.   The Full Man: v.7-11



           1.   The measure of Abraham's days:  v.7



                  a.   Abraham. is 175, Isaac 75, Jacob 15, Esau 15.

                  b.   Abraham. had walked the pilgrim pathway for 100 yrs!



ILLUS: Life is made up of days.  Ab. lived 63,000 days; 36,000 as a believer.  Walking with God is a matter of taking life a day at a time.



         2.   The manner of Abraham's days: v.8



                a.   He lived "a GOOD old age..."



ILLUS: Someone has said that the devil has no happy old men.  One old believer said to his son on his deathbed: "Son, there's nothing to dying - it's the living that counts!  If you live right you will die right."



               b.   Abraham died "full"! (i.e., satisfied, happy, satiated)



        3.   The matter of Abraham''s desires: v.9-11



                           a.   His paternal desires: v.9  (harmony at last bet. the boys)

                           b.   His personal desire: v.9,10 (buried beside beloved Sarah)

                           c.   His patriarchal desire: v.11



    D.   The Futile Man: v.12-18

ILLUS: The Lord had promised Ab. that the son of Hagar, the bondwoman, should not go unblessed.  Since Ishmael had turned down spiritual blessings, God gave him temporal blessings.  Ishmael had 12 sons and from their tribes sprang the Arab peoples who have contributed much to the world's culture and the world's cruelty:



          1.   African slave trade 

          2.   spiritual darkness of Islam.

          3.   perpetual foes of Israel  

          4.   great wealth and power.Ishmael's family ties: v.12-15



    E.   His notable birth: v.12  (Abraham of Babylon and Hagar of Egypt!

    F.   His numerous boys: v.13-15



           2.   Ishmael's five triumphs: v.16



          	      a.   Ishmael's people: "the sons of Ishmael"

          	      b.   Ishmael's places: "towns"

          	      c.   Ishmael's power: "castles" (today no nation moves without checking with the Arabs!)

          	      d.   Ishmael's princes: (today tiny Arab states wild fantastic power)

          	      e.   Ishmael's possessions: "nations"



NOTE: In one verse God summarizes Ishmael's great inheritance as if to say   "Here is Ishmael.  He has had his good things.  In the light of eternity they are not worth another thought."



             3.   Ishmael's final tragedy: v.17-18



                    a.   The sorry nature of Ishamel's decease: v.17



NOTE: The death and burial of Ishmael is in definitive contrast to the death and burial of Abraham and that of Jacob in Gen.49.  For each of his 12 sons Jacob had a word from God.  Ishmael died as he lived, spiritually bankrupt.   He left nothing of eternal value to his children.



                      b.   The secular nature of his desires:



                             1) Egypt - the world in all its cleverness.

                             2) Assyria - the world in all its cruelty.



NOTE: Ishmael lived neither in Egypt nor Assyria, but his desires were toward both.  He lived as close as he could to both and moulded his life after them. "AND HE DIED!"





"THE PILGRIM: ISAAC"



TEXT: Gen. 25:19



INTRO: A. The outline we are following is as follows and is from John Phillips book "Exploring Genesis":



    Part One: The Beginnings of the Human Race - ch.1-11    (Primeval History)

    Part Two: The Beginnings of the Hebrew Race - ch.12-50  (Patriarchal Hist)



              THE PROGENITOR: ABRAHAM  ch.12-25:18

              THE PILGRIM: ISAAC   ch.25:19-27

              THE PROPAGATOR: JACOB  ch.28-35

              THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH   ch.36-50



              B. Today we will finally bid a fond farewell to father Abraham and pick up where we left off with his miracle son Isaac (after briefly looking at Abraham's other son Ishmael)...



  THE PILGRIM: ISAAC  25



I. Isaac and His Brother (Ishmael): 25:12-18



II. Isaac and His Boys: 25:19-34



    A.   The Twin Boys in the Womb: v.19-26



NOTE:  Ishmael and his affairs are forever dismissed as the spotlight shifts on the central character in God's Messianic program. This is the story line that leads ultimately to Bethlehem Calvary.  This section of the story opens with the lst mention of the birth of twins (Cain and Abel were apparently twins, though not called that).  There is nothing identical about them; neither their looks nor their likings.

     Here are two boys born at the same time, place, and of the same parents, to the same opportunities and advantages but with vastly different desires and direction.



             1.   The Sterile Wife: v.19-21



                    a.   Rebekah's pedigree: v.19,20

                    b.  Rebekah's problem: v.21



NOTE: The fact that she had given herself to Isaac did not guarantee fruitfulness any more than accepting Christ guarantees spirituality and fruitfulness for God.  Note that the problem did not lie with Isaac but with Rebekah.  Our barrenness does not lie with Christ but with us!  Rebekah inherited her barreness, just as we.



               2.   The Secret War: v.22-26



          	         a.   Rebekah had two natures and two nations within her and they were at war!

b.   In her barrenness there was no such struggle, but the moment fruitfulness began, the warfare began!

               c.   The warfare experienced: v.22

         d.   The warfare explained: v.23  (Ultimate victory is assured for the new nature: "the   elder   

         shall serve the younger").

                      e.   The two natures were exposed.



                 	    1)   Esau was red, i.e. he manifested the Adamic nature (Adam means "red".)

2)   Some believe that Esau tried to murder Jacob in the womb. (If so it is yet another murderous, Satanic assaults upon the Seed of the Messiah).



    B.   The Twin Boys in the World: v.27-34



            1.   The growing conflict: v.27-28



a.   The inner conflict reveals itself openly. (Ultimately this war culminated when Jacob brought Christ into the world and Esau brother  Herod).

b.   How they developed: v.27  (cf. Cain  and Abel; one a man of the field, the other a man of the fold.)

                   c.   How they differed: v.28



1)   Esau was selfish: he pandered to Isaac's appetites and gained his affection. "Love me because of what I do."

                        2)    Jacob was selfless: he appealed to Rebekah. "Love me because of what I am."



            2.   The great confrontation: v.29-34

            3.   What Esau savored: what Jacob DID was as bad as what Esau did, but the focus was on their   

            DESIRES not their deeds!



                   a.   What Esau saw: v.29  (his brother cooking!)

                   b.   What Esau said: v.30-32

                   c.   What Esau sold: v.33,34  (he evaluated God's promises as cheap and worthless)



Heb. 12:15-16  

15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 

16   Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 



             4.   What Jacob savored: v.31-34



                    a.   He recognized the value of that birthright.

                    b.   He realized that it included a right to the family property and spiritual prospects.





"ISAAC AND HIS BEHAVIOR"



TEXT: Gen. 26



INTRO: A. Isaac's spirituality reached its peak when he went with his father Abraham up to Moriah,  50+  years earlier  But he somehow manages to stumble along in his walk with the Lord. This is the only occasion recorded of the Lord appearing to Isaac since that day on Moriah. (The Lord had spoken to Rebekah before the birth of her twins, but not to Isaac.)



                 B. This is the only chapter devoted exclusively to Isaac and it is very revealing.  Isaac never reached the stature of his father Abraham nor his son Jacob.  He was a man easily molded by circumstances as we will see...



I.  ISAAC AND HIS BEHAVIOR:  26



    A.   Isaac's Walk: v.1-5



            1.   The difficult problem: v.1



          	       a.   Being a believer does not exempt us from the ordinary disasters of life.

b.   But God's providence gives us some protection others do not enjoy and he turns even negative circumstances into positive opportunity.



             	    1)   As often, the outside pressure created inward pressure.

2)   The famine outside and the flesh inside drove Isaac into a hasty, carnal decision to move to Egypt.

3)   Like father, like son... Abraham had done the same thing 100 years before with disastrous results.

             	    4)   The problem, not the person, was in control.



                 2.   The divine prohibition: v.2a

                 3.   The definight promise: v.2b-5



          	             a.   This is a reaffirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant.

          	             b.   God uses Abraham's obedience to encourage Isaac to trust and obey.

c.   Isaac is being taught that he must not take things into his own hands in his walk but let his steps be ordered of the Lord.



    B.   Isaac's Wife: v.6-11



            1.   The lie was ready: v.6-7



          	        a.   God had told Isaac to sojourn in Canaan, not dwell in Gerar. v.6

b.   Though not repeating Abraham's mistake in going to Egypt, he does repeat his mistake in going to Abimelech.



NOTE: Gerar is the halfway house to Egypt and the principle here is to get as close to the world as possible without actually going into it.  Living on the edge of the world is almost as bad as out-and-out worldliness.



c.   The fact that he almost immed. had to resort to lying should have told him he was in the wrong place.



               2.   The lie was revealed: v.8-11



NOTE: "Nothing is harder than to consistently maintain a lying position over a lengthy period of time."  Isaac's deception finally came out and Abimelech pounced on it and whipped him with it...



                    a.   "Your lie was unfair"  v.10

                    b.   "Your lie was unnecessary: v.11



    C.   Isaac's Wealth: v.12-16



           1.   He was rich: v.12-14a

NOTE: "Then" i.e. when Isaac abandoned his lying position, everything he did prospered, God blessed him.



             2.   He was resented: v.14b-16



NOTE: Philistines rep. unregenerate men who occupy ground that belongs to God's people.  They were in the land not by means of redemption thru the blood, believing the promises of God or walking in obedience to the Word.   Just like the "tares" in the church today.

       They had stopped up Abraham's wells.  They did not want the water themselves and did not want anyone else to have it either.  Finally they asked Isaac to leave the land altogether, resenting his influence and power.



    D.   Isaac's Wells: v.17-22



            1.   What Isaac Recovered: v.17-18

            2.   What Isaac Realized: v.19-22



                     a.   He realized there was more. v.19

         b.   Isaac's 3 wells are significant because of their names: Esek = contention   Sitnah 

                     = contempt or hatred Rehoboth = contentment



    E.   Isaac's Worship: v.23-25



      1.   The important revelation: v.23-24  "Beersheba" = the well of the oath.



                    a.   The Lord's Person:  "I am..."

                    b.   The Lord's protection: "fear not"

                    c.   The Lord's presence: "I am with thee"

                    d.   The Lord's promise: "I will bless thee..."



          2.   The immediate response: v.25



                  a.   Spontaneous worship: built an altar

                  b.   Spoken word: "called on the name of the Lord"

                  c.   Specific work: "digged a well"



NOTE: True worship is never abstract, it results in getting things done for the Lord.



    F.   Isaac's Witness: v.26-33



            1.   The Philistines approach: v.26-27  "Then..." they came

            2.   The Philistines appeal: v.28-29

            3.   The Philistines appeasement: v.30-33



                  a.   Isaac feasted them and forgave them.

                  b.   But he wanted no part with them so he sent them away.

 

    G.   Isaac's Woe: v.34-35



       	1.   Meanwhile, back home, Isaac had an Esau growing to manhood.

2.   As with many a spiritual man, he failed in making an impact on his own child; perhaps they become too familiar with sacred things!



                   a.   Esau chose a pagan wife.

                   b.   They were a source of burden to Rebekah and Isaac.



NOTE: If Satan cannot attack a man of God any other way he will do so thru his family.  Isaac and Rebekah were far from perfect, but they had a sincere love for the Lord and Isaac's test-imony in the world was impressive.  One of their sons grew up to become one of the greatest of all Old Testament saints; the other son broke their heart.





“WE MUST DIG OUR OWN WELLS!”



TEXT: Genesis: 26:18



THESIS:  To show that we cannot rely upon the doctrines and convictions of others

we must hammer them  out for ourselves.



INTRO:  A. Abraham was a well-digger.  Water was a precious commodity in the Holy Land.  To plug up a well was an act of war!  The Philistines had made a treaty with Abraham for the rights of the land and in stopping up the wells they were tearing up the treaty.



ILLUS:  The old wells of truth of our fathers are still the source of the Christian’s joy and satisfaction, but there the enemies of our Savior, constantly attempt to plug up those wells:

			The Religionists stop the wells of truth with tradition, ceremony and ritual.

			The Evolutionists foul the wells with their man-made theories.

			The Critics pour in the sand of science to cast doubt upon the truths.

			The Liberals poison the water in the wells with their new morality.

			The New Agers dump the sewage of occultism and witchcraft in the wells.

			The World and the Devil clog the wells with their trash of materialism, hedon-

			ism, etc.



	B. Isaac not only had to redig Abraham’s wells, he dug some new wells of his own.  Isaac fought no wars, built no cities, erected no monuments, he just quietly dug wells and left a legacy of blessing to all who came after him.



	C. Why would God allow the wells to be clogged?  (Why is it that we have dry spells in our soul-winning, our prayer life, our blessings?) God knew Isaac wouldn’t fully appreciate them unless he dug them himself.  We can’t live on mom and dad’s wells of convictions, or the preacher’s wells of doctrines... “WE MUST DIG OUR OWN WELLS!”



I.  THE WELL OF DOCTRINE:



ILLUS:  Where was Isaac?  Why did he let the Philistines fill up the wells?  Why 	didn’t he defend and protect them?  Because you only defend what you believe in, what you pay a price for.  I guarantee you he defended them after he dug them!

When I was a young preacher, I had just accepted the doctrines I had learned in Seminary from others.  But when I got into the ministry and faced the enemies and had to hammer out the doctrine of the Script. on my own, I learned to defend them and made they my own.  I had paid the price.  They became valuable



    A.   Digging The Well Yourself:



1.   Christians are afraid when the Mormons or J/W’s knock on their door? Why?  They have never dug the well of doctrine for themselves.

2.   Believers need to dig the well of doctrine so deep that they know the truth better than the cultists know error.	

3.   We spend too much time in books about the Bible and not enough time in the Bible; too much time in fellowship with Christians and not enough with Christ; too much .



ILLUS:  The trials come and instead of running to the Lord and His Word, we run to some friend for sympathy.  Your friend can only help you so much because his experience is limited.  The Lord Who created you knows your needs and has unlimited knowledge and will not just tell you what you want to hear but what you need to hear.   You need to hit your knees and cry out, “Lord give me something from Thy Word to help me with this problem.”  Then when He does, you will appreciate it!

	Thank God for the way brother LoTurco handled his trials, but you need to dig the well of doctrine for yourself, so God will give YOU stability in YOUR trials.



II. THE WELL OF CONVICTIONS:



    A.   Digging The Well For Yourself:



1. We need convictions, but we cannot live on the convictions of others. 2. You will never have strong convictions about standards, until and unless you NEED them!



ILLUS: Only when you have to defend your Bible, will you get strong convictions about the!  Only when you have a child who is heading in the wrong direction will you get strong convictions about Christian education!  (Maybe too late!) Only when you have your son grow long, shaggy hair, get an earring, and become a homo will you develop Bible convictions about raising a boy to be a man!  (Or maybe have the oppor. to counsel someone else’s son!)  Only when you lose your job and find you have to depend on God to get you through, will you get a conviction about tithing!  (Maybe then you won’t be able to do much proportionately.)



2.   Sometimes believers, like Isaac, are tempted to dig some new wells on their own, instead of redigging the old wells.



ILLUS:  Maybe a preacher will run off to another church, or try the neo-evangelical methods or conclude that old-fashioned soul-winning and standards don’t work anymore.  Or some will try the new well of teaching with no preaching or lifestyle evangelism instead of soul-winning.  But no where in the Bible do folks get saved because some Christian smiled at them.  Faith comes by hearing, not by seeing. We don’t need a new Gospel, the old one is the right one.  We don’t need a new Bible...a new doctrine...a new standard...a new method.  We just need to redig the old wells!  You don’t need a new church or a new preacher (you will take your problems with you and the same people with new faces will be there too), you just need to redig the old wells, dust off the Bible and start digging again!



III. THE WELL OF SEPARATION:



    A.   Digging The Well For Yourself:



	1.   We live in an easy time, so we don’t have to live or die for our separation.

2..  When you see sin wreck the lives of teens and adults and have to counsel them and try to pick up the pieces you will become protective and zealous for holiness, righteousness and godly living.



ILLUS:  When you see how booze destroys a home and a family, you will be for abstinence!  When you see how AIDS and HIV takes the lives of little children, you will be against handing out condoms in school, homosexuality, bisexuality, immorality, drug use, etc.  When you see how divorce destroys little innocent children and wrecks a home, you will be for chastity before marriage, against un- equal yokes, against mixed marriages, against infidelity!  



III. THE WELL OF PRAYER:



    A.   Digging The Well For Yourself:



1.   When you have a real burden for a lost loved one, you will dig the well of prayer for yourself!

2.   When you have a sick child or an “incurable disease” you will dig the well of prayer for yourself!

            3.   When you have no money to feed your family, you will dig the well of prayer for yourself!	



ILLUS:  It’s not hard for me to preach on tithing, because I have seen God meet my needs when there was no other source to take care of me and my family!  I believe in tithing.  I have seen it work.  I see it as an investment, not an expense.  

	You won’t get far on the prayer stories of George Mueller or John R. Rice.  It is a well you must dig yourself.



IV. THE WELL OF LOVING OTHERS:



    A.   Digging The Well Of Service For Yourself:



	1.   Love the lost, love your brothers and sisters and love your enemies.

	2.   You say you just don’t know what they have said or done to me.

		

ILLUS:  Think of it this way: you will never love your enemies, until you have some! Learn to thank God and say “Now I can learn to be more Christlike.  I can choose to love my enemies even though they don’t love me.”  That’s what Jesus did for us!  Dig the well of loving and serving others.



3. Find a place to serve and someone to serve and someone to love more than you love yourself and start serving!



    B.   Digging the Well of Soul-Winning For Yourself:



1. You say I don’t think I can do it...but God commands it and His omnipotence can make you able.

2.   You say I’ve tried it and I didn’t get anybody saved...get a burden, start to dig the well of prayer for the lost, ask God for direction and power and then lift up your eyes to the harvest field and with tear-dimmed eyes, go out after them.



Ps. 126:5-6

5  They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

6  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 



CONCL: You need to thank God for Pastor Fedena’s sound doctrine, but you need to dig the well of doctrine for yourself.  Thank God for Dr. Voegtlin’s convictions, but you need to dig the well of convictions for yourself.  Thank God for Pastor Lo Turco’s strong separatist position, but you need to dig the well of separation for yourself.  Thank God for the legendary prayer life of Lester Roloff, but you need 	to dig the well of prayer for yourself.  Thank the Lord for Gar Edmunds compassion, generosity and love for others, but you need to dig the well of love for yourself.





"ISAAC AND HIS BLESSING"



TEXT: Gen. 27



INTRO: A. Chapter 27 is one of the saddest chaps. in Genesis.  Everyone is doing the wrong thing.  Esau attempts to buy back with a dish of venison that which he had sold for a mess of pottage.  If Isaac is a type of Christ elsewhere he is here a picture of the carnal Christian.  (It is sad that at one point in our life we may mirror the beauties and grace of Christ while at another the exact opposite.)



               B. As we step into this home, we must remind ourselves that it is the home of a believer, for it will be hard to recognize it as such.  This chapter is a warning and rebuke to carnal but believing parents.



I.  ISAAC AND HIS BLESSING:  27



    A.   The Unspiritual Father: v.1-4



NOTE: The events here recorded began long ago when Isaac and Rebekah each chose a favorite son.  Secret resentments had been building and were now displayed.

      Isaac had once been obedient unto death on Moriah and a well-digger who left behind him blessing and refreshment for others.  Years had passed and he had become sadly unspiritual...



           1.   Isaac's concern:  v.1-2



          	      a.   His thoughts were full of death.

b.   He was 137 yrs old and his stepbrother Ishamael had died at that age, but he would live another 43 years, dying at 180!

c.   He wanted to impart his blessing, but it could not be done apart from the revealed mind and will of God.



ILLUS: He wanted to do the right thing in the wrong way.  He wanted to give the blessing to HIS favorite son, Esau, but had been told by God "the elder shall serve the younger.  The blessing was for Jacob, not Esau.  God said it!

Ex. David bringing the Ark to Jerus., but wrong in moving it in a cart.  Moses was right in wishing to help his fellow Jews, but wrong in killing the Egyptian. Paul was right in wishing to take the Gospel to the Jews but wrong in disobeying the Lord about going there.



             2.   Isaac's Carnality: v.3,4



a.   The stubborn enmity of the carnal mind was willing to set aside God's Word to have his own way.

b.   The sensual exercise of his carnal mind was evident in his desire to fulfill his fleshly appetites. (venison mentioned 7 times, savory meat 6 times and eating 8 times.)

           	        c.   He thought he could do a spiritual thing in a carnal way.



    B.   The Unsurrendered Wife:  v.5-10



1.   Rebekah had married a spiritual man who had loved her, now he had another first love.  "Make me savory meat such as I love."

2.   The temptation for such women is to boss and bully their husbands and the woman be-comes increasingly masculine and the man becomes increasingly feminine.



    C.   The Unscrupulous Brother:  v.11-33



           1.   Jacob's Suspicious Behavior:  v.11-27



a.   His fear: that his father would recognize the difference and that he would SEEM to be a deceiver (he wanted to keep up appearances even while practicing fraud).  v.11-13

          	      b.   His falsehood:  v.14-27  (the 6 lies of Esau, v.19 and 24)



NOTE: Poor old Isaac; he made the final mistake of a carnal man.  He went by his feelings.  Convinced in spite of himself, he ate a hearty meal, then prepared himself to discharge his patriarchal obligations.



             2.   Jacob's Stolen Blessing:  v.28-33



a. The content: v.28,29  (Bestowed on Jacob unlimited prosperity and power, the fatness of the earth, sovereignty over nations, lordship over his brethren and divine protection.)

                   b.   The confirmation: v.30-33



NOTE: Isaac was no doubt patting himself on the back for even outwitting the Lord in giving his blessing to his favorite son Esau.  But soon he heard the boisterous greeting of the real Esau who had come to collect what did not belong to him.  But what was done was done and couldn't be undone.



    D.   The Unsaved Son: 34-46



           1.   His impassioned remorse.  v.34,35

           2.   His implacable resentment: v.36,37

           3.   His importunate request: v.38-40

           4.   His impulsive resolve: v.41-46



CONCL: Thus we close one of the saddest chapters in Genesis.  What a dark day recorded forever on the pages of God's eternal Word.  Oh, if the whole family could live that one day over...

THE PROPAGATOR: JACOB



TEXT: Gen. 28                             



INTRO: A. Jacob is one of the most understandable and host human people in the Bible.  We have no trouble identifying with him.



               B. Jacob's story from his salvation to his subduing to his separation to his sanctification is spread out over the next 20-30 years.  It is not only Jacob's story, but our story as well.



I.  HOW GOD SAVED JACOB:  28:1-22



    A.   Jacob's Departure:  v.1-9



NOTE: Esau had vowed to get his brother after being defrauded. Things got uncomfortable for Jacob.  Esau's position had become "We'll bury Father first, then I'll bury you, Jacob!"



          1.   Its immense importance: v.1-4



NOTE: Isaac seems to have been frightened out of his carnality by the preceding events.  He summons Jacob and gives him instructions regarding the future.



               a.   Jacob's word of instruction regarding a wife: v.1-2



ILLUS: Esau had already disgraced himself and his parents by marrying pagans.   Jacob must not repeat this mistake.



               b.   Jacob's word of inspiration regarding worship:  v.3,4



                     1)   The truth of a productive life. v.3

                     2)   The trust of a patriarchal line. v.4a

                     3)   The title of the promised land.  v.4b



           2.   Its immediate impace: v.5-9



a.   Esau realizes that Isaac had sent Jacob away, not because of his threats but because of his fear of the Caananight women.

                 b.   God's blessing was on Jacob, so he would be providentially protected.

          	     c.   Esau decides on a purely fleshly plan to "fix things with his dad" i.e., take another wife.

                 d.   Esau decided to add a little religious gloss to the outside of his otherwise carnal life.

                  e.   But God had long since placed Ishmael and his kin on the shelf.



    B.   Jacob's Dream: v.10-17



NOTE: There seem to be 3 stages in Jacob's conversion.



           1.   The far country: v.10-11

           2.   The fresh covenant: v.12-15



                  a.   What God proved to Jacob:



ILLUS: A young man told his girl friend "I dreamed about you last night." "What did you dream?"  He replied: "I dreamed I proposed to you.  I wonder what that means?"  She said: "That's simple.  It means you have more sense when your are asleep than when you are awake."  This night Jacob had more sense when he was asleep that when he was awake.  He learned that his father's God and his grandfather's God could become his God!

        He also learned that there was a place called heaven and that it was not only an actual place, but an accessible place.  Centuries later Jesus identified Jacob's ladder as Himself!



John 1:51  

And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 



                   b.   What God promised to Jacob:  v.13-15



NOTE: God spoke to him about the Lord, the land and his life!



              3.   The firm conviction: v.16-17



a.   Compelled to leave his father's house, Jacob found that God was offering to him, His house!

                     b.   Jacob was saved from this moment on.



    C.   Jacob's Decision:  v.18-22



           1.   Jacob acted promptly: v.18a

           2.   Jacob acted purposefully: v.18b-19

           3.   Jacob acted practically: v.20-22





"HOW GOD SUBDUED JACOB"



TEXT: Gen. 29-30



INTRO: A. Jacob had been saved.  It is one thing to be saved and another to be subdued or submissive.  It will take the next 20 years for Jacob...how long for YOU?



           B.  Jacob makes the long journey to Padanaram and takes 2 major matters into his own hands

the matter of marriage and the matter of money.



I.  HOW GOD SUBDUED JACOB:



    A.   Jacob's Arrival at Padan-aram:  29:1-12



           1.   Coming to the well: v.1-3



NOTE: Jacob had left a memorial at Bethel to his salvation, now he had to "work out his own salvation"...



          	     a.   After a long (450+ mile) journey Jacob comes to the well at Padanaram.

b.   This is the fabled land he had heard of from his father and grandfather...where Isaac had gotten his wife.

c.   He comes to the well at Haran and sees some rough looking shepherds (not like those on Christmas cards!); swarthy, fierce-looking men with daggars in their belts, accustomed to defending their flocks and lives from thieves, wolves, lions and serpents.



           2.   Confidence at the well: v.4-8



          	      a.   He was not bashful and strikes up a conversation.

      b.   At Bethel Jacob found out what God is like, at Haran he would find out what man is like.

   c.   He asks about Laban: everyone knew Laban and Jacob would soon find out more than he 

   wanted to know about him.

          	

           3.   Jacob boldly questions the men about watering the sheep. v.7,8

           4.   Conquests at the well: v.9-12



                  a.   First he conquered the men at the well: he removed the stone.

                  b.   Next he conquers Rachel by introducing himself and embracing her.



    B.   Jacob's Arrangements at Padan-aram:  29:13-30-43



NOTE: Throughout these 2 chapters we see the self-confidence of Jacob.  He had no thought of asking God His will regarding marital and monetary matters.



           1.   The matter of his wives:



                  a.   His fervent love: v.13-20



                        1)   The two connivers meet.  v.13,14

                        2)   Jacob doesn't mention a word about his inglorious departure from Hebron.

3)   A 2 way deal is struck: v.15-18 Jacob would work for Laban, his wages would be Rachel for his wife.

                        4)   Jacob's love for Rachel seemed genuine and deep.  v.19-20



                   b.   His first lesson: v.21-31



                         1)   The demand: v.21-22

                         2)   The deception: v.23-25



NOTE: No doubt things were done according to local custom.  After the party the groom entered the wedding tent to meet his veiled bride.  In the morning Jacob saw the horrible truth!



                         3)   The just dessert: v.26



NOTE: Laban's deception was no worse than Jacob's with Isaac!  Laban's reminder about the rights of the firstborn must have hit him between the eyes like a hammer!  He was reaping what he had sowed.  "The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly fine."

                        4)   The deal: v.27-29

                        5)   The difficulty: v.30-31



NOTE: Jacob had reckoned without God.  God loved Leah as much as He loved Rachel no matter what Jacob might feel and he made it impossible for Rachel to bear children and opened the womb of Leah.



                   c.   His family life:  29:32-30:24



NOTE: This lengthy section records the birth of Jacob's children.  The record is both happy and tragic.  The birth of children is joyous, but the contention in this home was sad.  Jacob's two wives fought for his affections.  Jacob was torn between his devotion to Rachel and his desire for sons.



                        1)   Reuben, the child of sore distress.  v.32



NOTE: Leah is the first one of Jacob's family to confess her faith in the Lord.



                         2)   Simeon, the child of simple disappointment. v.33



NOTE: Leah named her first child "See, a son" now she names the 2nd, "Hearing" due to her perception of the sharp, bitter conversations bet. Jacob and Rachel about her.



                         3)   Levi, the child of spiritual discouragement: v.34



NOTE: Levi means "joined" reflecting Leah's hope for her husband's association.



                         4)   Judah, the child of splendid destiny: v.35



NOTE: Judah means "the Lord will be praised."  Leah was no longer fretting over her sister nor her husband.  Now her focus was the Lord.  She no longer needed people to make her happy.  The Lord was her happiness.



                         5)   Dan, the child of sustained despair: 30:1-6



NOTE: Dan means "judge" or "vindicator".  Rachel was mistakenly happy over what she saw as an answer to prayer, but in reality was a fleshly plan. She was not vindicated or judged righteous.  It was all rather sad.



                         6)   Napthali, the child of supposed deliverance: v.7-8



NOTE: Rachel imagined a victory over her sister, but spiritual victories cannot be won in the flesh.  Napthali means "my wrestling".



                         7)   Gad, the child of self-defeat:  v.9-11



NOTE: Leah stoops to the fleshly level of her sister.  His name means "a troop cometh" as if to threaten Rachel that 2 can play at this game.



                         8)   Asher, the child of sudden delight: v.12-13



NOTE: Asher means "happy".  Leah had evened the score, but there was no acknowledge-ment of the Lord in any of this and true happiness comes from Him.



                        9)   Issachar, the child of snappish dislike: v.14-18



NOTE: The word "mandrake" means "love apples" and was thought to be an aphrodisiac.  Rachel strikes a deal with Leah and gives her Jacob for the night.  The "love apples" made Leah, not Rachel fruitful.  Leah said: "God (not the lover apples) hath given me my hire!"  Issachar means "he will be hired" or "he will bring reward."



                       10)   Zebulun, the child of strong desire: v.19-20



NOTE: Zebulun means "dwelling". But despite Leah's longing for Jacob to move in with her permanently, it did not happen.  But when God sent His Son into the world He came to dwell in Nazareth in Zebulun.



                      11)   Dinah, the child of silent dignity: v.21



NOTE: Perhaps Jacob had other daughters but only Dinah was named.  Her name, like Dan, means "judge" or "judgment."



                      12)   Joseph, the child of sweet devotion: v.22-24



NOTE: Joseph means "let Him add."  The text says God did just that! "And God remem-bered Rachel" and added another son to her.  Rachel uses 2 names for the Lord in the pas-sage: God (Elohim) and Lord (Jehovah).



           2.   The matter of his wages: (30:25-43)



                 a.   How Jacob's convictions were stirred: v.25-26



                       1)   He realized that Mespotamia was not his home.

                       2)   His home was far away back in the land of promise, he wanted to return.



                 b.   How Jacob's convictions were stifled: v.27-43



1)   All Laban had to do was offer him a raise in pay to sidetrack Jacob.  (How up-to- date!)

             	2)   Laban changed Jacob's wages 10 times - in his own favor.

3)   Jacob's witness: v.27-30  (Jacob's faith combined with his business sense had made   an impact on Laban)

             	4)   Jacob's wages: v.31-36



NOTE: Basically Jacob was willing to start with nothing, but he would take all future brown sheep born of the white sheep and all the spotted and speckled goats born of the black goats for himself.  There was no chance for Jacob to cheat.  Laban readily agreed to this super deal.  The words in v.33 "so shall my right. answer for me in time to come" do doubt fell on deaf ears with Laban.  Laban quickly put 3 days between him and Jacob.  v.36 See pg. 248, John Philips, Exploring Genesis



                       5)   Jacob's wiles: v.37-43



CONCL: Jacob soon became a very wealthy and influential man in the land.  He later gives God, not himself, the glory for it all.  cf. 32:10 etc.





“THE CURE FOR THE BARREN WOMB SYNDROME”



TEXT:  Genesis 30:1



THESIS:  To provoke believers to long for, desire and pray for a burden for lost souls.



INTRO:  A.  A “barren womb” or the inability to have children was considered a curse upon a woman in Bible times.  For a woman not to be able to give her husband a child created tension, frustration and despair.  That desperation is reflected in our text, as Rachel cries “Give me children, or else I die.”  (Rachel had to know the problem was hers, not Jacob’s, since he already had 4 children by Leah, and God says emphatically that “Rachel was barren.”  (29:31b)



                 B.   It the curse of an OLD TESTAMENT woman was not to be able to reproduce, then the curse of a NEW TESTAMENT Christian is the same.  For a believer not to win souls is the equivalent to the “barren womb.”  In this message we will attempt to examine Rachel’s predicament and find “THE CURE FOR THE BARREN WOMB SYNDROME.”



1   RECOGNIZE THE URGENT NEED:



    A.   A Pressing Priority:  (text)



  1.   There is a mournful urgency in Rachel’s request of her husband.

2.   Her mistake is that unlike Hannah later on, she demands of her husband, instead of praying to her God.

  3.   She also had a problem with envy and jealousy of Leah, her husband’s 1st wife



ILLUS:  Her priority is right, but her motives and methods are wrong!  Believers too need to make soul-winning a pressing priority and establish the urgency of being fruitful, but they must also examine their motives and methods.  It should not be   envious of someone else or jealous that someone wins more souls then they do.  And they need to pray and ask God for a burden for the lost, not depend upon the preacher or another Christian.

Someone saw the urgency of your lost condition and gave you a tract, witnessed to you, preached a message to you, knocked on your door, prayed for you, raised you in church or whatever - to reach you and reproduce themselves thru you. We need to make soul winning a pressing priority!  We need to cry with Rachel  “Give me children, or else…!”  Her motives and methods may have been wrong, but her priority was right.  I would rather do right wrongly, than wrong rightly.  I would rather win the lost out of jealousy or envy than to allow them to go to hell!



B.   A Pitiful Plan:  v.3-4



  1.   Rachel unfortunately learned from her grandmother, Sarah, how to mess things up.

  2.   Rachel decided to take things into her own hands, instead of waiting on the Lord.  (v.3,4)

ILLUS:  Every discerning Christian is disgusted by what we read in these chapters. Polygamy is tolerated in the OLD TESTAMENT, but it was never God’s plan and always led to jealousy, envy, strife, hatred and bitterness.  There is not one happy marriage recorded when more than one spouse is involved.  (Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon, etc.)

	Christians are much like Rachel - they want someone else to do their child- bearing, instead of begging God to make them soul winners.  Every person here who is saved and knows how they got saved can become fruitful and lead others to Christ!

	Paying the preacher and giving to missions is no substitute for personal soul winning. Another cop out for Christians is Calvinism.  I have never personally met a consistent Calvinist soul-winner!  If Christ died only for the elect - why bother?



11   DEVELOP AN UNENDING LOVE:  



A.   Rachel Loved Her Husband:



   1.   Love drove her to find a way to become fruitful.

   2.   Love demanded of her that she please her husband and because of her love



 “…God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And she conceived, and bear a son; and said God hath taken away my reproach, And she called his name Joseph: and said, the Lord shall add to me another son.”  V.22-24



ILLUS:  Someone said “Love finds a way.”  God honors those who love Him and want to be fruitful for Him.  Find a way to win someone!  Witness, pray, witness, live clean (I don’t believe in “lifestyle evangelism” but I believe in a lifestyle that supports evangelism!), witness, knock on doors, witness, give out tracts. A veteran missionary said this about tracts:  



1.   They can be read in secret,

2.   They can be studied at length   

3.   They can overcome language barriers, racial tensions  

4.   It can go where the soul winner can’t   

5.   It continues to preach after the spoken words are forgotten  



	One of Hitler’s bodyguards, Kurt Wagner, adored Hitler and revered him as a god.  After Hitler’s suicide, his faith was shattered in his Feuhrer and he planned to take his own life.  Going for a final cup of coffee, he picked up a discarded Gospel tract, read it carelessly, then again seriously…sought out a godly Pastor who led him to Christ.  Kurt was transformed; not only was his life saved, but also his soul! I wonder who it was who initially gave out that Gospel tract?  They probably don’t even know themselves.  It is inexcuseable that we neglect this inexpensive opportunity to give out a Gospel witness!



B.   Rachel Loved Her Lord:



   1.   She recognized her purpose in life was to be fruitful and multiply.

   2.   She desired to obedient to God’s command.

            3.   She wanted to be a part of God’s promise to Abraham to raise up a seed which would be

             innumerable and ultimately produce the Messiah.



ILLUS:  This is also the 3 fold responsibility of every believer.  We are to reproduce  after our kind, be obedient to the Great Commission and introduce others to the Messiah Who has already come and is coming again.



TRANS:  “THE CURE FOR THE BARREN WOMB SYNDROME” demands that every believer recognize the urgent need, have an unending love for our husband	as a part of His bride and to exhibit…



111   CULTIVATE AN UNSELFISH ATTITUDE:



A.   Her Desire Was Not For Her:



   1.   I am not denying that she wanted the thrill of motherhood for which every woman longs.

2.   But she wanted to please her husband by giving him a son or sons to perpetuate the family 

name.



ILLUS:  Someone aptly said:  “Christianity is just one generation from extinction.”



3.   You can imagine the thrill that was hers when she was finally able to present Jacob with a son, Joseph, which became his favorite and which God especially loved and honored.



ILLUS:  We never know when the next soul we win will be a preacher, a missionary, a wealthy Christian businessman who will be able to give generously to the cause of Christ, a great soul-winner, an evangelist.   Someone led Oliver Greene to the Lord who in turn led me to the Lord and I have led many to the Lord and some of them are leading others to Christ and the family continues to grow!



B.   Her Desire Was For Her Bridegroom:



   1.   The purpose of every bride is to please, honor and bless her Bridegroom!

2.   Rachel was only able to give 2 sons to her Bridegroom, Joseph and Benjamin; but what  

special sons they were!



     a.   God used Joseph to save his entire family from starvation.

     b.   God used Benjamin to establish a great tribe in Israel and to ultimately produce the 

     Apostle Paul, who wrote most of our NEW TESTAMENT!



ILLUS:  Rachel died giving birth to her second son and called him Benoni, the son of my sorrow - but Jacob called him Benjamin, the son of my right hand.  We never know what the results of our fruitfulness will be.  What appears to be a disaster, may prove to be a blessing.  



CONCL:  Here then is “THE CURE FOR THE BARREN WOMB SYNDROME!” Realize the URGENT NEED, demonstrate an UNENDING LOVE and maintain an UNSELFISH ATTITUDE. One who loves his or her partner is unselfish in his or her time, money, and resources and when there is a need no sacrifice is too great. Is your womb still barren?  Why not “be fruitful and multiply.”	











"HOW GOD STOPPED JACOB"



TEXT: Gen. 31-32



INTRO: A. Jacob had grown wealthy in Padan-Aram as to his family and fortune. But it was not where he belonged.  God's blessings for his soul were back home in Canaan, the promised land. God had allowed things to turn sour for Jacob to arrest him and send him back home.



                B. Jacob had some things to deal with in his life.  One of those major areas had to do with some old goals.  Two of them were to marry Rachel and to become wealthy.  He had achieved both, but neither satisfied him. God was about to place a very ugly fly in Jacob's ointment.



I.  HOW GOD STOPPED JACOB:



    A.   How Old Goals Were Challenged:  31:1-16



           1.   Jacob's fundamental concern:  v.1-3



                 a.   The world became suddenly menacing:  v.1-2



                       1)   Jacob had carefully fulfilled all of Laban's demands.

                       2)   But jealousy is never reasonable.

                       3)   Jacob could see that his very life was now in danger.



                b.   The world became suddenly meaningful: v.3



                      1)   It had been a long time since Jacob had heard God's voice.

                      2)   The world, which before looked so good, suddenly looked so bad.



NOTE: God's promise to be with Jacob tuned him in once again to his God.



            2.   Jacob's family conference: v.4-9



                  a.   Jacob holds this conference with only Rachel and Leah, secretly out in

                  b.   He shared with them Laban's proved dislike.  v.5

                  c.   He spoke of Laban's persistent dishonesty.  v.6-9



NOTE: God had given Laban to Jacob as a mirror to his own deceitfulness, but he still could not see clearly enough to recognize himself.   How vocal we are to the wrongs others perpetrate on us, but how blind we are to how we wrong others.



            3.   Jacob's faithful confession: v.10-13



                  a.   His prosperity had not come from his own cleverness, but from the Lord.  v.10-12

                  b.   His prospects did not come from his conniving but from God's guidance.  v.13



NOTE: Jacob is faced with the loss of everything he holds dear and it drives his back to that which should have held his loyalty and love.



             4.   Jacob's final commitment:  v.14-16



                    a.   Finally the two wives agree on something...something spiritual.

                    b.   What a blessing it is when our loved ones agree to serve God with us.



    B.   How Old Gods Were Challenged:  v.17-35



ILLUS: The Ten Commandments were not yet given, but the command "thou shalt have no other gods before Me" was engraved upon his heart.  He knew his grandfather had abandoned idolatry and the worship of false gods.



          1.   What Laban taught:  v.17-21



                  a.   Ruthless expediency:  v.17-19a



                        1)   Jacob and Laban's daughters used his own principles against him.

2)   They all slip away while Laban is shearing his sheep (he was usually shearing 

Jacob!).



                  b.   Religious  error: v.19b-21



NOTE: What we do always affects those around us...more than we can know!



           2.   What Laban thought: v.22-30



                  a.   How he met Jehovah: v.22-24

                  b.   How he met Jacob: v.25-30



ILLUS: It had taken Jacob 10 days to cover the nearly 300 miles, it took Laban only one week.  Note Laban's bluster (v.25-28), his bitterness (v.29) and his blindness (v.30).



1)   Laban had just met Jehovah but the powerful grip of the demon gods would not release him!

2)   Gods indeed!  Gods that could be stolen, packed up like pots and pans and stuffed into a bag!

                       3)   With the voice of the true God ringing in his ears, Laban cries out for his idol gods.



          3.   What Laban sought: v.31-35



a.   Jacob agrees to have his tents searched and even orders the death of the one who may have stolen Laban's gods.

b.   Rachel, Laban's own daughter had stolen them, but like father, like daughter... and she tricks him!



    C.   How Old Grudges Were Challenged: v.36-55



           1.   Jacob's Righteous Indignation: v.36-42



                  a.   Over being furiously chased: v.36

                  b.   Over being falsely charged: v.37-40

                   c.   Over being fouly cheated: v.41-42



ILLUS: Jacob had lost his temper and as is usually the case, lost his testimony with it.  Laban retreats to Padan-Aram feeling cheated by the only believer he ever knew.  Such is the price of losing your temper and paying back a person in his own coin.



              2.   Jacob's Religious Invocation: v.43-55



                     a.   The oath: v.47-53



                           1)   To Laban the pillar was a boundary.



NOTE: This was really a slap in the face to Jacob.  He made him promise never to treat Rachel and Leah badly (he never had)!  And that he would take no more wives (the only one Jacob ever wanted was Rachel...the others were Laban's fault)!



                     b.   The offering: v.54-55



                           1)   To Jacob the pillar was not a boundary, but a blessing.

                           2)   It was goodbye to the past rather than a guarantee to the future.



NOTE: Laban embraces his children and grandchildren (Jacob's children!) but not Jacob.  He went back cheated of them all, because he was a cheat!



    D.   How Old Guilt Was Challenged: 32:1-32



NOTE: Jacob now learns one of the most basic, far-reaching lessons a believer can learn - that God does not condemn sin in the unbeliever and condone sin in the believer.  Jacob had forgotten how he had treated his brother Esau...



           1.   Jacob's Confirmation From God: v.1-2



                  a.   What Jacob saw: v.1



NOTE: He saw that his deliverance from Laban was not due to his own cleverness and courage, but from Divine intervention.



                  b.   What Jacob said: v.2  "Mahanaim" = "the 2 hosts" (Jacob's and God's)



           2.   Jacob's Confusion About God: v.3-23



NOTE: Even with the vision of the angelic escort before him, Jacob began scheming and planning again as he tried to think of ways to avoid Esau's wrath.



                a.   Try negotiation:  v.3-8



                      1)   Esau is coming...with 400 men! v.6

                      2)   Jacob is fearful...in spite of his angelic escort.  v.7-8

NOTE: God is saying, "Trust Me, Jacob"  -  Jacob is saying "I do Lord, but..."



                 b.   Try intercession: V.9-12



                       1)   Jacob pleads the purposes of God: v.9

                       2)   Jacob pleads the providence of God: v.10

                       3)   Jacob pleads the protection of God: v.11

                       4)   Jacob pleads the promises of God: v.12



                 c.   Try conciliation: v.13-24



           3.   Jacob's Confrontation with God: v.24-32



NOTE: At Bethel Jacob saw the ladder, at the Jabbok he saw the Lord; at Bethel he became a believing man, at Jabbok he became a broken man; at Bethel he became a son of god, here he became a saint of God.  At Beth-el he died to his sin, here he died to self.



                 a.   Jacob very much alone: v.24a

                 b.   Jacob very much alive: v.24b-25a

                 c.   Jacob very much altered: v.25b-32



                       1)   Broken by God.   v.25b-27

                       2)   Blessed by God.  v.28-30

                       3)   Branded by God.  v.31,32





"HOW GOD SEPARATED JACOB"



TEXT: Gen. 33



INTRO: A. In our study of this remarkable man Jacob, we have seen God SAVING him, God SUBDUING him and now we will see God SEPARATING him.  The story is in two parts: Jacob and his brother in chapter 33 and Jacob and his backsliding in Chapter 34.

                 B. Jacob was a broken man after his encounter with God.  He had passed another great milestone in his life.  When we first met Jacob we found him  LYING.  Then when God first appeared to him we find him LISTENING.  During those many years with Laban he was LEARNING - very slowly!  Now we find him LIMPING...a broken man, a blessed man, a man with a new name and a new nature now in control.



I.  HOW GOD SEPARATED JACOB:



    A.   How Esau Found Jacob v.1-3



NOTE: Esau was ready for any new hostility with his twin brother Jacob.  He had 400 men armed to the teeth.  Esau knew nothing of Jacob's changed heart.   Esau knew nothing of Jacob's angelic escort.  If he had any more tricks up his sleeve, he was ready!



           1.   A Cautious Jacob:  v.1-2



                a.   He put the more expendable part of his family up front.

                b.   He would give his beloved Rachel and Joseph the best chance.



NOTE: This blatant favoritism surely only fanned the flames of hostility between Joseph and his brothers.  Stay tuned...



      c.   Jacob is scheming again...even the regenerated heart has an inveterate mistrust of God!



          2.   A Courageous Jacob:  v.3a



                a.   Jacob is no coward.  He places himself in the greatest danger.



ILLUS: All Israeli troops must take commando or paratrooper training.  The words: "Forward march!" have been replaced with "Follow me!"  Officers must be willing to place themselves in the forefront of the battle.



          3.   A Contrite Jacob: v.3b



ILLUS: The scene: Jacob's wives, children, flocks, herds, shepherds, etc. vs.  Esau and his army of 400 troops...all eyes on Jacob...bowing and scraping.



    B.   How Esau Forgave Jacob:  v.4-7



       	1.   Esau's act is a great commentary on the reconciliation of brethren.

2.   Jacob's spirit of humiliation disarmed Esau and he forgave Jacob fully freely and forever.  (His descendents did not share this spirit.)



          	        a.   It was an emotional scene.

b.   Their tears mingled and said what words could not and washed away all the past bitter-ness.



NOTE: What a fine man Esau was...generous, likeable, noble, yet lost!  A believer is not different in degree to an unsaved man, he is different in kind...as a diamond is different in kind from a carrot.  The diamond is polished, but dead.  The carrot is crude but alive.



    C.   How Esau Favored Jacob: v.8-11



           1.   Esau refuses the trespass offering of his brother.  v.8-9

           2.   Then Esau receives the gift when he sees his brother's sincerity.  v.10-11



    D.   How Esau Frightened Jacob:  v.12-16



            1.   Esau offers Jacob the company of his presence. v,12-14

            2.   That frightened Jacob because he had learned the problems of an unequal yoke.



NOTE: Jacob with his vast, slow moving herds and herds could not be sensibly yoked to Esau with his 400 mounted cavalry.   An unequal yoke never makes sense, in business, marriage, friendships, etc.  We must be friendly to the lost, but never fettered to them.



             3.   Next Esau offers Jacob the strength of his protection. v.15-16

             4.   Again Jacob declines with a half-hearted promise to visit Esau in the future.



TRANS: We have looked at Jacob and His Brother, now we will examine Jacob and His Backsliding:



    E.   Jacob's Failure As A Pilgrim:  v.17-20



NOTE: The patriarchs were all wealthy men but with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (up until this point) their pilgrim character was never lost.  First we see Jacob going to Succoth and there we see...



          1.   Jacob Building:  v.17



NOTE: The lst mention of a house in the Bible is in connection with Lot. Abraham the pilgrim dwelt in a tent on the plains of Mamre;  Lot the backslider dwelt in a house in Sodom. Jacob decided to be like everybody else and build a house and settle down in the world short of Canaan.



          2.   Jacob Buying:  v.18-20



NOTE: Now Jacob moves to Shechem.  Dinah had grown up in Succoth and was now a young woman.  He now "pitches his tent toward the city"...a reluctant pilgrim again.



          	    a.   Jacob purchased for cash that which God had promised him by faith

b.   Jacob would soon find out what a mistake it is to ignore God's demand for complete separation.  ("Father knows best!")



    F.   Jacob's Failure As A Parent:  34:1-31



          1.   The scandal caused by Dinah's behavior:  v.1-7



NOTE: Here was a sheltered, country girl tempted by the bright lights of the city.



               a.   Dinah was seen:  v.1-2aQUES: Where was mom and dad?          

               b.   Dinah was seduced: v.2b       



        2.   The scandal caused by Dinah's brothers:  v.8-31



               a.   Marriage negotiations were started...



                     1)   Worldly society offered:  "make ye marriages with us..." v.9

                     2)   Worldly security offered:  "dwell with us..."  v.10

3)   Worldly success offered:  "the land shall be before you...dwell and trade ye therein and 

get you possessions therein"  v.10

                     4)   Worldly sincerity offered: "I will give according as ye shall say..." v.11-12



               b.   Deceitful proposals made...



                     1)   The subtle dishonesty of Dinah's brothers: v.13-17



NOTE: The sign of the Covenant was only for believers.  It was of divine origin and not to be used as a bargaining chip.  God's Covenant is thus abused by these boys.



                       2)   The simpler dishonesty of Shechem's father: v.18-24



NOTE: To get the whole city to submit to the painful ordeal of circumcision would take a real sales pitch.  Note v.23  "We will get their possessions and they will become one with us."



                  c.   Dreadful crimes committed...  v.25-29



                        1)   The crime of mass murder.  v.25

                        2)   The crime of death without a trial.  v.26

                        3)   The crime of spoiling the city.  v.27-28

                        4)   The crime of kidnapping the women.  v.29



                  d.   Condemnation of the plot:  v.30-31





"HOW GOD SANCTIFIED JACOB"



TEXT: Gen. 35



INTRO: A. After this chap. Joseph, not Jacob, will be the focus of Genesis.  But before we leave this very human, complicated, sometimes carnal, sometimes spiritual man, we will see how God cuts his earthly ties, e.g. the death of his beloved Rachel. In fact this chap. records four burials and three funerals.

                B. If God does not do His sanctifying work down here we will enter heaven incomplete and there are no "make up classes" in glory!  Rather than complain over the cuts He must make, we should praise His Name.



I.  HOW GOD SANCTIFIED JACOB: (35)



    A.   Jacob As A Believing Man:  v.1-15



           1.   Renewing Jacob's spiritual vitality:  v.1-4



                  a.   The mention of a place:  v.1a ("Bethel")

                  b.   The mention of a purpose: v.1b  ("Dwell...build an altar")

                  c.   The mention of his preparation: v.2-4



            2.   Renewing Jacob's spiritual victory: v.5



            3.   Renewing Jacob's spiritual verity: v.6-15



                  a.   The altar - El-Bethel ("The Mighty God of the House of God")

                  b.   The 1st funeral - Deborah - his mother Rebekah's nurse.

                  c.   The appearing of the Lord:  v.9-13



                        1)   Jacob's personal name: v.9-10

                        2)   Jacob's promised fame: v.11

                        3)   Jacob's perpetual claim: v.12-13



    B.   Jacob As A Bereaved Man:  v.16-29



           1.   Bereaved of his favorite - Rachel.  v.16-21



                  a.   Loss of Rachel - v.16-21



                         1)   Mistake: v.16a  "from Bethel..."

                         2)   Misery: v.16b-21



                   b.   Lust of Reuben:  v.22-26



                         1)   Reuben commits incest with Bilhah.



NOTE: No act happens in a vacuum.  Who knows what flirting and philandering took place before this?  The one person who could have comforted Jacob was Bilhah and now even this is stolen from him by this shameful act.



                         2)   Israel - not Jacob - "heard it..."



NOTE: If the Jacob nature had been in control, Reuben would have been a dead man.  Jacob did nothing.  But the whip of God's judgment was awaiting  Reuben.  God ALWAYS punishes sexual immorality.  He has moral, social, spiritual, physical and psychological whips to chasten those who sin so.



                  c.   The list of sons:  v.23-26



1)   This list may have been given here to point out that the fact that Reuben was "Jacob's firstborn".



             2.   Bereaved of his father:  v.27-29



          	       a.    Isaac is 180 years old at this time.

     b.   There is something poignant in the fact that Jacob and Esau buried him unightd for the

     last time to bury their aged father.



CONCL: God has now cut the last tie that bound Jacob to earth.  He is indeed sanctified.





"THE ABC'S OF REVIVAL"

or "BACK UP TO BETHEL"



TEXT: Gen. 35:1-7



THESIS: To show the need for a Beth-el experience in every person's life.



INTRO: A. WHAT IS A BETHEL?  Literally it means the "House of God".  Symbolically it is always a place of God's blessing.  It is where you are close to God.  Perhaps it was at the time of your salvation, or the time of your surrender in giving, witnessing, preaching, rededication, etc.  Every Believer has one or many Bethel’s.  What are yours.



ILLUS: My first Bethel came on a vacant lot under a tent in Chester, PA  My second one came in a young church in Aston, Pa.  My third one came when I accepted the call to be the student Pastor of the Community (later Baptist) Church in Walton, New York.   There have been many others along the 33 years since.

         Peter had several: his salvation, Mt. of transfiguration, repentance after denial, Gethsemane, Pentecost, Cornelius home, etc.



           B. WHERE IS BETHEL?  Bethel is always "up" in the Bible.  For Abraham it was north of 

Egypt (the world) and Sodom (the flesh).  For Jacob it was "up" from Haran (away from fellowship from God).  Going back to Bethel is always to experience progress in Christian growth.



                C.  WHY A BETHEL?  Because every unsaved person needs to come to "the House of God" 

and every Christian needs to be renewed and revived and drawn closer to the Lord from time-to-time.



TRANS: Perhaps you need to return to Beth-el today.  Let me give you the ABC'S of Revival...



I.  A NEW ALTAR:  V.7



    A.   Neglect:



           1.   Deterioration, decay, devolution, disrepair and death are natural processes.

           2.   Jacob's original altar at Bethel would no longer be acceptable to the Lord.



ILLUS: Bethel was the place of sacred and fragrant memories.  It was where Abraham first staked his claim to Caanan at Bethel years before and built his first altar there.  He came back to Bethel after backsliding years later to rebuild his altar.  It was at Bethel that Jacob first met the Lord, first saw heaven's ladder and first became an altar building believer.  But the place of past blessing decays rapidly and will not suffice for today.



    B.   Rebuilding:



1.   Bethel means "House of God" but when Jacob rebuilds the altar he renames it "El-Bethel" = "The Mighty God of the House of God".

       	2.   It is always a great step forward to get beyond God's House to God Himself.



ILLUS: Is YOUR altar of the past, fallen down, deteriorating?  What do you need to rebuild?  A devotional life?  A clean life?  A prayer life?  A home?  A relationship with someone?   A rebuilt altar is the first step!



II. A NEW BEGINNING: v.1



    A.   The Command To Return:



ILLUS: Jacob had not been back to Beth-el in at least 30 years.  He was only about 30 miles away for the last 10 years.  But "a miss is as good as a mile "He had been building 30 years with "wood, hay and stubble." 30 years of lost time. How long have YOU been away?

            1.   This is God's 2nd command.  cf. 31:13

            2.   This is to fulfill Jacob's vow to return.



                   a.   Jacob had been living on the fringes of God's blessing.

                   b.   Jacob had settled for second best and was in rebellion.



    B.   The Call To Blessing:



       	1.   God desires us to stay close to Him:  cf. 28:17-22

2.   For too long Jacob had forgotten his orig. vow to the Lord and had been living in the parched and barren land of Haran.



ILLUS: Where are YOU living?  In Egypt (the world)?  In Sodom (the flesh)?  In Haran (the barren place)?  God is calling you back to the place of blessing today!



III. A NEW CONSECRATION:  v.2-6



    A.   Clean Up!



           1.   Put away your strange gods:  v.21 (cf.w.4a)



                  a.   Get rid of whatever has come bet. you and the Lord.

                  b.   It would have been far better if they had been burned instead of just buried!



NOTE: We are willing to put our idols away in times of spirituality, but too prone to put them where we can go back to them later if we wish.



            2.   Wash yourself and put on clean clothing:  v.2b



                   a.   Confess your backsliding.

                   b.   Cleanse yourself of dirth thots, habits, bebelliousness, secret sins, etc.



          3.   Put aside ordinary ornaments and pleasures: v.4b



          	     a.   Earrings not wrong in themselves, they may have wrong associations.

b. Eating, sleeping, sports, pleasures not wrong but may need to be laid aside for something  better.



    B.   Move Out! v.5-6



       	1.   His family, friends and servants all went up to Bethel.

2.   Share your blessings...go back to Bethel and be a blessing to loved ones, friends, the church, the community, the nation, the world!



ILLUS: Perhaps if YOU go up to Bethel today, your loved ones will now get saved.  What is it in YOUR life which must be cleansed before God can use YOU to touch others?  Don't allow yourself to be a stumbling block which may cause someone to slip into hell or to cause another believer to backslide.

         If Jacob had gone back to Bethel earlier, perhaps his sons would have turned out right!

CONCL:  A-B-C...A New Altar, A New Beginning, A New Consecration.  A New Altar is built.  A new fire is kindled in Jacob's heart because of a New Beginning and a New Consecration. How about in YOUR heart?





THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH



TEXT: Gen. 36



INTRO: A. Esau is a picture of the flesh, so Chapter 36 gives us the pedigree of the flesh.  Before plunging into the wonderful story of Joseph, God contrasts it with the sordid, fleshly saga of Esau.  The struggle that began in Rebekah's womb continued thru the centuries till it blossomed into full scale war between the descendants of Jacob and Esau.



                B. Sometimes when we read Script. we wonder about Paul's statement that "...all Script. is given by inspiration of God..." This chapter is one of those instances.  But because Esau is a type of the flesh it undoubtedly has some important spiritual truth for us.  It is an admittedly difficult chapter and one of those problems is the names of Esau's wives which are different from those in earlier chapters...



Gen. 26:34-35  

34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite:

35   Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. 



I.  JOSEPH'S BACKGROUND:  (36:1-43)



    A.   Esau's Personal History: v.1-8



           1.   Esau's immediate family: v.1-5



       a.   Esau's parents were godly people: Isaac and Rebekah.

       b.   They were greatly distressed over his marriage to pagan women.



          1)   The names listed in chapter 36 were his wives original pagan names.

          2)   He apparently changed them to make them more palatable to his parents.



              a)   Adah became Bashemath, named after Uncle Ismael's daughter.



NOTE: The name Adah must have been particularly repugnant to Isaac.  Adah was the name of one of Lamech's (the great rebel) wives.  She is "the daughter of Elon the Hittite... a hated Caananight tribe.  (He later married his uncle's daughter named Bashemath and changed HER name to Mahalath   (cf.28:9)



b)   Aholibamah was even more repugnant due to her ancestry: she was the daughter of a Hivite, which had a strong Anakim stain - a race of giants - which polluted the promised strain.



NOTE: Cf. Gen. 6:1-6 This would have led to occultism, Satan worship, etc. since these demonic offspring would have led into idloatry.  Little wonder that God was so strong in his command that all Caananights be destroyed.

       Aholobamah was also likely a pagan temple priestess (prostitute) since her name meant "tent of the high place."  She became Esau's favorite, probably because she was physically attractive.  To make her somewhat more acceptable to the family, he called her Judith.



QUOTE: Philips, p.285  "So, as long as he remained in the vicinity of his father's covenanted camp, Esau made shift with those new names for his wives, but as soon as he moved away he dropped them at once. He typifies the young person today, brought up in a Christian home, hardened to the Gospel, yet, for the sake of peace, willing enough to mouth the proper phrases when around his parents, but only too glad to shed all such pretence when he finally moves away from home.  Esau's heart never warmed to spiritual truth, and his intellect was never enlightened to what it was all about."



       2.   Esau's immense fortune: v.6-7



    a.   Esau packs his bags (and his fortune) and moves to Seir, Aholibamah's  hometown.

              b.   Esau moves away from the place of fellowship from his family and the people of God per-

suaded he could find more congenial company in the world.



NOTE: It is strange that all of Esau's sons were born in Canaan, but turned their backs on it, whereas all of Jacob's sons but one were born out of the promised land, but found their place in it at last.



       3.   Esau's impregnable fortress: v.8



a.   Edom is the location of the rock red city of Petra, a natural fortress which can only be entered thru a narrow passageway.

b.   How Esau wrested this fortress from the Horites is not clear.



Deut. 2:12  

The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them. 



  c.   No doubt at least initially his wife Aholibamah opened the doors for Esau.



    B.   Edom's Political History:  v.9-43



NOTE: This section of the Script. is lacking in matters of gripping interest.  Whole chapters are devoted to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 1/4 of Genesis is given over to Joseph, who was not even in the Messianic line!  Esau has a small, but significant place in the divine purpose.  His history and that of the Edomites is only relatively important.  But God does record their names since they are souls for whom Christ died and the Spirit of God yearned over...



           1.   Esau's progeny in Edom (36:9-19)



a.   Esau's grandchildren thru Eliphaz, Adah's son, are named first as grandchildren (descendents) then as dukes  (v.15-16).



NOTE: The woman duke (not a dutchess!), became the mother of another duke, Amalek (v.12,16), from whom came the Amalakites, the inveterate enemies of Israel.  Amalek is the outstanding type of the flesh in the Old Testament.



b.   Little of significance is recorded of his other 4 grandchildren, thru Reu, the son of Bashemath, though each attained royal rank. (A tribal head or sheikh)

c.   No mention is made of any grandchildren of Esau thru the sons of his favorite wife Aholibamah, though each of her sons attained the rank of duke.  (v.18)



             2.   Esau's predecessors in Edom: (v.20-30)



a.   The Horites were the orig. inhabitants of the land that Esau was about to make his own (14:6).

b.   The name Horite is derived from hor signifying "a hole" or "a cave" and these people were cave or rock dwellers and their elaborate carvings and tunnels in Petra are an ongoing source of wonder to tourists today.

c.   Esau was not "sojourner and stranger" to this land, he settled down here and his seed became diluted and utterly pagan.



ILLUS: How quickly those who leaved the fellowship of God's people pride themselves in their new worldly connections!  How easily they are assimilated!



     3.   The only Horite singled out for mention is Aholibamah's father   (v.24-25).

               4.   Esau's preeminence in Edom : (v.31-43)



NOTE: What lessons can we learn from Esau's sad history?



1.   The flesh is very prolific; the flesh belongs to a very large family.

2.   The flesh is very pious; whenever it serves its purpose.

3.   The flesh is very prosperous (26:6); it imitates that which was a mark of divine favor in the Old Testament.

4.   The flesh is very persuasive; cf. Eliphaz the Temanight who could argue religion by the hour and had poor Job so upset.

5.   The flesh is very pernicious (36:13); Amalek the inveterate foe of Israel.

6.   The flesh is very powerful; Esau had a stronghold in Seir, the most impregnable fortress of the   ancient world.

7.   The flesh is very persistent: "in his stead" is repeated again and again in chapter 36.

8.   The flesh is very proud: It can boast of kings long before Israel had hers.



NOTE: It is with relief we turn from this tiresome chapter...away from Esau and to Joseph...





THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (Contd.)



TEXT: Gen. 37



INTRO: A. God dismisses the creation of the universe with 5 words ("He made the stars also") but he devotes one quarter of Genesis to Joseph, a man not even in the Messianic line.  Why?  No one in God's Word more graphically portrays our Savior than Joseph.



   B. Moses wrote Exodus thru Deuteronomy from personal experience, but he wrote Genesis by direct revelation and also from his people and surely from his parents, especially his mother Jochebed.  All too soon she would have to give him up to Egypt so she impressed on him the story of the man called Joseph who likewise was taken to that pagan place.  Their lives would parallel each other.



I.  JOSEPH'S BOYHOOD:



    A.   Joseph's Spiritual Drive:  v.1-2



           1.   Adversity often breeds spirituality.

           2.   Joseph was born into a "dysfunctional family."



ILLUS: With father Jacob and his favoritism toward Rachel, Leah's frustrations, the other two wives nagged by their inferior family status, Grandfather Laban's trickery, Uncle Esau's temperament and resentment and with his varied assortment of older brothers, Joseph had more than enough "character building equipment.

        He lost his mother in his mid teens and was viewed by his brothers and step mothers as his father's pet and thus detested.



      a.   No doubt he was tempted to compromise to be accepted.

          	    b.   He was probably tempted to conform.

c.   He was undoubtedly tempted to conceal instead of reveal information regarding his brothers.  cf.v.2b



NOTE: Joseph is seen by some as a "tattletale".  Probably he was instructed by his father to keep an eye on his carnal brothers.  "There is a time to keep silence and a time to speak."



    B.   Joseph's Splendid Dress:  v.3-4



1.   This "coat" must have been resplendent, but it also may have carried some symbolic sig-nificance, beyond his father's obvious favoritism.

2.   He was given this robe or coat as Jacob's firstborn son of his favorite wife, Rachel.

3.   The robe spoke of priesthood, progenitorship and priority (a double portion of the inheritance went to the firstborn son.)



QUOTE: Philips: "Beyond Jacob and Joseph we see the Father in communion with His Son, finding all His delight in Him, determining that even though, by virtue of His coming into the world He should have kinsman according to the flesh, yet He would be distinct from them all and lifted up on high, above and beyond them all.  The priesthood, the property and the power were to be His."     



    C.   Joseph's Spectacular Dreams:  v.5-11



     1.   The dream of the sheaves: speaking of position and power on the earth.

     2.   The dream of the stars: speaking of position and power in the universe.



NOTE: Again Joseph is a picture of Jesus who would be an earthly King, but also have "all power (authority)" given to Him; King of Kings and Lord of Lords".  



III. JOSEPH'S BETRAYAL:



    A.   How Joseph Was Sent To His Brethren:  v.12-17

          1.   The mission was discussed: v.12-14



NOTE: The father was willing to make the sacrifice and the son was willing to do those things that pleased his father! 



          2.   The mission was discharged: v.15-17



NOTE: Joseph knew what kind of reception he could expect from them, but he was doing his father's will and so he went.  



ILLUS: Hebron, Shechem and Dothan!  The names tell a story.  Hebron means "fellowship" but those boys had long ago left that place.  Hebron suggests the loss of the spiritual; man's first loss...no longer in fellowship with God.  Shechem means "strength" but they had also left the place of strength. Man's second loss was moral.  Dothan means "Two Wells" which suggests material comfort and that's where Joseph found them. 



QUOTE: Philips:  "His mission was discharged, he had come where they were and brought them good news from home...the father loved them and longed for their return.  He was at once rejected, sold for the price of a slave, handed over to the Gentiles, and his disappearance glossed over with a lie." 



    B.   How Joseph Was Seen By His Brethren: v.18-27



           1.   Conscious wickedness:  v.18-23  (the brothers)

           2.   Criminal weakness: v.21-22; 29-30 (Reuben)



QUOTES: Philips: "Active wickedness is always stronger than halfhearted goodness."  "Indecision, in the end, is a decision after all."



           3.   Calculating worldliness: v.25-27  (Judah)



    C.   How Joseph Was Sold By His Brethren:  v.28-36



NOTE: They sold Joseph into slavery and deceived Jacob with a kid as he, long years before, had deceived his father with a kid!  The chickens have roosted!





THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (Contd.)



TEXT: Gen. 38



INTRO: A. Joseph and Judah are contrasted in this chapter; a chapter rarely read in public.  The bright light of Joseph's high morals are brot into sharp relief against the sordid nature of Judah's tragic behavior.



        B. It is interesting that Joseph is not in the line of Christ, but Judah is!  What grace!



II. JOSEPH'S BROTHER:



    A.   Judah and His Sons: v.1-10

          1.   Judah's wayward behavior: v.1



      a.  Perhaps Judah was running away from his guilt re: Joseph?

      b.   He links up with an unsaved Caananight named Hirah.



NOTE: Sometimes the companionship of the lost seems a change for the better when you see the carnal behavior of the brethren.



          2.   Judah's worldly bride: v.2-5



     a.   She was a pagan Caananight, a member of a sin-cursed, idolatrous race.

     b.   Here is an unequal yoke which reproduced problems in the children.



NOTE: Often when children marry outside the faith, they fail to reckon on the devastating influence upon future children.



    c.   They had 3 children: Er ("the watcher"), Onan ("strength") and Shelah ("he that breaks").



NOTE: These are pagan Caananight names, suggesting that Judah had given up the headship of his home.  The results come later.



          	  d.   Because of Er's wickedness, God slew him. v.6,7

  e.   Judah asks his next son to take care of Er's widow and give her a son.



NOTE: What he does shows contempt to his father, brother and the Lord (Who wanted to establish the Messianic line thru Judah). "Onanism" is now a synonym for masturbation, i.e. "spilling seed".



    B.   Judah and His Sins:  v.11-26



           1.   His perverted values: v.11-14



a.   He seems to blame Tamar, rather than himself (for marrying a pagan), or his wicked sons, for their deaths.

 b.   He sends her home with the curse of barrenness on her.

 c.   He mourns his wife till her father suggests burying his grief in some worldly amusement.

Instead of seeking the Lord to find out why so many things had gone wrong, he sought to 

drown his sorrow in pleasure.



ILLUS: Here is Judah born into the Messianic line, raised in the home of Israel the patriarch, but as crooked in his dealings as the pagans he took as his friends. It appears that he had no intention of allowing Tamar to marry his son Shelah.



         2.   His personal vileness: v.15-23



a.   Tamar decides to take things into her own hands; even though her methods were bad, her motive seems good.

b.   She dresses herself up as a pagan Temple priestess...a religious prostitute, and sets a trap for Judah.

c.   Her price is a kid of the goats, something she knew he wouldn't have with him (a very high price for a prostitute!).

d.   Judah gives her instead, his ring (rep.his person), his bracelets (rep. his possessions) and his staff (rep. his position).



NOTE: What men will do for a few moments of sinful pleasure!



e.   Judah indulges himself and later attempts to redeem the articles he left with Tamar, but the Temple call-girl was nowhere to be found.

f.   Judah is upset, but not because he has sinned against God, or lost his testimony, but because his reputation as a man of his word might be lost.



       3.   His pretended virtue:  v.24-26



  a.   Three months pass, and word comes that Tamar is pregnant.

  b.   What hypocrisy!  The only diff. bet. Judah and Tamar was that she was a woman and he was

  a man.

              c.   In fact, she is less guilty from the standpoint that what she wanted was a child to carry on  

her husbands name, he just wanted to satisfy his lust.

               d.   Judah siezes an opportunity to rid himself of a woman he had come to dislike: "Let her be

               burnt!" he cries.

          	   e.   But Tamar has a little surprise!  v.25



ILLUS: Picture the scene as the scarlet woman is dragged before her father-in-law and her executioners.  When she finally speaks, her words stunned the audience and silenced the hypocritical Judah!



f.   Judah finally acknowledges her comparative innocence, while carefully sidestepping his own immorality. v.26



NOTE: God doesn't allow immorality to go unpunished.  While we do not read of God's punishment on Judah, what we do know is that God inspired Moses to record his sin in the pages of God's Holy Word for all time and eternity and for millions to read!



    C.   Judah and His Seed:  v.27-30





THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (CONTD)



TEXT: Gen. 39



INTRO: A. Joseph arrives in Egypt in chains.  What ever happened to his dreams?  The taunts of his brothers rang in his ears, "Bye, bye, Joey boy! Happy dreams!"  He had dreams of power and position, but now he is in chains.



   B. God doesn't reveal the long, arduous trip over the sand dunes of Sinai, past the forts and monuments of Egypt, the tombs of the Pharoahs, the valley of the Kings, etc.  But he finally arrived at the slave market, tagged and priced for sale and was sold to Potiphar, the Captain of the guard.



I.  JOSEPH'S BONDAGE: 39-40

A.   The Slave Man: Completely Trusted By A Prosporous Master  v.1-6



 1.   Joseph, the country boy, moves to the suburbs.  v.1,2

 2.   Joseph, son of wealthy Israel, becomes a slave to one of the wealthiest men of Egypt.



ILLUS: The will of God is good and acceptable and perfect and Joseph trusted in God. Perhaps he said "If God wants me to be a slave, I will be the best slave in Egypt.  I will perform every task given me not as unto Potiphar, but as unto the Lord."  His bonds were not the bonds of Egypt but the bonds of Heaven.

        Principle: We have to learn life's adversities before we can be trusted with life's advancements.



     3.   Potiphar took notice at Joseph's boundless industry.  v.3



        a.   He also took notice of Joseph's spotless testimony.  v.3

    b.   The Lord will make blessings out of calamity and can cause all we do to prosper if we 

    stay clean and maintain a clear testimony.  v.3

         c.   Joseph is elevated to a position of prominence in this home.  v.4



      4.   Potiphar took notice of Joseph's boundless integrity.  v.4 - 6



NOTE: The fact that God blesses his children does not mean that He always delivers them from temptation, but he will "with the temptation, make a way to escape.  Trouble is seething while Joseph is serving.



B.   The Successful Man: Continually Tempted By a Persistent Woman  v.7-20



QUOTE: Ruckman, p.700,701  "Joseph is serving Potiphar.  He goes in and out of the house.  He has a key ring with20 keys on it, giving him access to everything in the house but the bedroom.  Mrs. Potiphar doesn't stay in the bedroom.  She drapes herself over divans and sofas and Persian rugs in the most seductive manner possible.  She puts on shorts that don't have enough cloth in them to make a cleaning patch for a 12 guage shotgun. Her blouse is so thin a mosquito could fly thru it without breaking a wing. She puts on so much mascara on her eyes that one time when she winks at Joseph her eyelids stick together, and it takes her 3 minutes to pry them apart.  She twitches and switches up and down the hallways while he is mopping.  She drops her handkerchief in front of him twice; Joseph mails it back to her in an envelop.  Finally she propositions him straight out (v.7), and then he preaches her a message which would have sent her to the prayer altar if she had any grace to start with.



      1.   Joseph realizes that all sin is really against God.  v.8-9

      2.   It is not cowardice, but courage and conviction that keeps Joseph's integrity.  v.10-12



a.   Joseph is about to lose his job, his coat, his reputation and his "opportunity" but he saves his character.

b.   On the other hand, Mrs. Potiphar, like all worldly women, is not very concerned with her character, but is very concerned with her reputation!



      3.   Mrs. Potiphar tells her version of the story to the servants and then to her husband.  v. 13-19



ILLUS: Picture the scene.  Here is a "scorned woman".  She rumples her clothing, messes up hair hair-do and offers her "evidence" - Joseph's coat to "prove" her alleged "attempted rape."  It has been happening ever since.

   Although often it is the man who argues the woman "asked for it" when he practically raped her.  It works both ways.



        If you are looking for sex in the Bible, there is plenty of it.  The problem is that it is always placed in a moral or immoral setting.  Acts of impurity and immorality always produce bad fruit and merit judgment and sin is never joked about.  That's why the perverts prefer Playboy to Song of Solomon and Penthouse to Genesis for their lurid literature.



             4.   Joseph ends up in the slammer on a bum rap!  v.20

             5.   "But the Lord was with Joseph..." v.21



ILLUS: Did you ever notice that many of God's choicest servants end up on the short end of the stick: beaten, imprisoned, tortured, martyred?

   This fact causes many believers to refuse to live right and do right but the alternative; God's displeasure, chastening, loss of rewards for eternity, etc. reveal the folly of this mentality.

        Perhaps even the other slaves and Egyptians questioned a God who would allow one with Joseph's spotless record and testimony to be so mistreated.

   But God was doing something in Joseph's life.  He was preparing him for greater service.  He was teaching him obedience.  He was learning never to trust in man, but to always trust in God.  Stay tuned.  v.22-23



ILLUS: Man argues that as long as no-one gets hurt, anything goes!  But all sin hurts God.  "Consenting adults" still sin against God even if they don't hurt anyone but themselves!





"THE 'TEN FOOT POLE' PRINCIPLE"  

or "HOW TO WIN AT THE GAME OF SIN"



TEXT: Gen. 39:7-20



THESIS: To show that sin must be avoided rather than resisted in order to assure victory.



INTRO: A. Leprosy was a very contagious, loathesome and fatal disease.  Lepers were kept out of the cities, but when they got hungry they would often sneak in and try to steal enough food to keep them from starving.  The merchants would keep a long pole nearby to protect them from the lepers.  The length of that pole kept the lepers at least that far away from them and their goods.  The statement "I wouldn't touch that with a 10 ft. pole" came from that situation.  To avoid leprosy the shop owners didn't use a 1" pole but a 10' pole!



                B. Sin is more fatal than leprosy.  Ex: If I had a deadly cobra here and warned you that it could leap 4 feet, would you come and put your face 4ft.and 1" away!  No way.  But sin is more deadly that a cobras venom, yet you often see how close you can come without getting bit.  You need to exercise the "TEN FOOT PRINCIPLE!"  Ex. If I say 12 ounces of strychnine poison will kill you, would you drink 11 ounces?  No way. But sin is more fatal than any poison, yet you often see how much you can indulge in without it being disastrous to you.



TRANS: Let me give you 3 ways to exercise the "TEN FOOT PRINCIPLE" to keep you on the victory side.  Or, "HOW TO WIN AT THE GAME OF SIN!"...



I.  IT'S BETTER TO FLEE THAN FIGHT!



    A.   Fighting Sin is a Losing Proposition:



           1.   Joseph got the victory over sin, but at a terrible cost.

           2.   The problem was that he fought sin, rather than fled from it.



ILLUS: Joseph knew about Mrs. Potiphar's intentions.  v.10 Yet he still let himself get into a compromising position.  You say "He had a job to do."  But wouldn't it have been better for him to explain to Mr.Potiphar why he didn't do the job than have to face a rape charge?



            3.   He did flee finally, but he stayed too long.



ILLUS: Maybe he liked her perfume.  Perhaps he liked the mosquito net clothes she wore, or the "painted on" shorts or her bikini!  He didn't plan to commit adultery, he just enjoyed the temptation.

        If you don't want fleas, don't lie down with the dogs!  If you don't want to smell like a pig, don't play in the pigpen!

        If you don't want to commit adultery, don't watch the adulterers on TV.  If you don't want to use filthy language don't listen to it on your VCR.  IF you try to fight it instead of flee from it it will hurt you!



    B.   Fleeing Sin Leaves No Doubts:



       	1.   Joseph knew she was watching him, tempting him, trying to seduce him, but he didn't flee.

2.   Joseph knew that she would surely tempt him, why did he go into the house when no one was around?



QUES: You know Satan is after you, flee!   I Cor. 6:18 says "Flee fornication" I Cor.10:14 says "Flee from idolatry..."  II Tim. 2:22 says "Flee also youthful lusts..."  Run Jerry!  Run Mike!  Run Steve!  Run Al!  Run Paul! Run Harry!  Run Mary!  Run Nick!  Run JOSEPH!  It's better to flee than fight!  Joseph tried to fight and left doubts as to his innocence.  Yes he did flee...but too late.  The time to flee is before temptation!  Now Mrs.Potiphar is crying rape and the servants wonder and Mr. Potiphar has to believe his wife instead of Joseph!  Fleeing sin leaves no doubts.



II. IT'S BETTER TO AVOID THAN RESIST!



    A.   Sin is Stronger Than You:  cf. James 1:13-15



       	1.   Temptation leads to sin!  Temptation> Lust> Sin> Death!

2.   Joseph had allowed himself to be tempted and he lost his reputation (it took many yrs. In prison to regain it!), he lost his position he lost his testimony (cf. v.3-6) and he lost his freedom! v.20



    B.   Sin Will Always Win:



            1.   Joseph was innocent, but he was found to be guilty.

2.   Joseph didn't sin, but he allowed himself to be tempted by being in the wrong place with the  wrong person at the wrong time and he looked guilty; the circumstantial evidence convicted him.  v.13-17

ILLUS: If you don't want people to accuse you of being loose, don't hang with that crowd!  If you don't want to be thought of as a gossip, don't run with the gossipers.  If you don't want people to think of you as a rule-breaker don't hang out with the rule-breakers.  If you don't want people to see you as a drunkard, don't go with the drinking crowd.  If you don't want to be labeled a "neo" don't listen to Chuck Swindler or Hocus Pocus on the Family. don't buy a New KJB, stick with the old God honored Book!

        It's better to say "I wasn't there!" than to say "I was there but I am not guilty!"  No one is ever guilty.  Your story sounds just like theirs!  DON'T RESIST SIN - AVOID IT!  Sin will always win.  If you don't want to smell like a skunk, don't just resist him - avoid him!



              a.   Pride makes us believe we are stronger than sin.

              b.   The only way to win at the game of sin is to avoid sin!



ILLUS: Some of you keep hanging with your old friends and wonder why your are weak.  Your pride tells you are strong, but your old nature is weak! some of you keep your credit cards because you think you are strong enough to resist using them.  Now you can't pay your bills and whine about how far you are in debt.  Some of you keep pretending you are strong enough to  regulate TV or not be influenced by the video taped movies your rent, but you continue to sin and now your conscience is seared to lurid sex scened and filthy language.  Sin has won and you have no victory!

         It's easier to say no to Rock Music behind the K-Mart counter than in your glove compartment...it's easier to say no to a pack of cigarettes in the store than when it is in your pocket...it's easier to say no to a boy with roving hands at home than in the back of a car...it's easier not to date a Jezebel withshort, tight, revealing dresses than to say no to her when you are on a date with her...it's easier to say no to a Playboy mag. On the shelf at the store than in your dresser or under your bed at home... it's easier to say no to the booze at the bar you drive by than in your refrig. at home...



III. IT'S BETTER NOT TO START THAN TO TRY TO QUIT!



    A.   Don't Flirt With Temptation:



1.   The next step after resisting sin is committing sin but if you flee from temptation you won't sin and if you don't sin you will never become addicted to it.

2.   Joseph's problem is that he kept coming back and flirting with temptation rather than fleeing from it.



NOTE: Perhaps the reason God allowed Joseph to go to prison was to keep him from the sin he didn't flee!  If he continued flirting with temptation, sooner or later he would have succumbed.



                  a.   Everybody enjoys temptation.

                  b.   Temptation titilates and we know that temptation is not sin!



ILLUS: You won't buy pornograhy, but you will try to peek at what's on the cover at the newsstand.  You don't intend to commit adultery, but you will watch it on TV to be titilated.  You are not planning to buy the latest rock music, but you will go check out the album or listen to snatches of it on the radio.  You don't plan to commit fornication, but you will get as close to that gal at work as possible and maybe even brush by her or joke with her using double entendre.



                   c.   Everybody enjoys resisting, but avoiding sin is no fun!



    B.   Don't Play With Sin:

ILLUS:  I have wondered about the sanity of the people of India who worship the cobra and even play with these deadly serpents.  The height of their worship is to kiss the serpent on the head!  No thanks!  But some of us more "civilized" Christians think we can play with sin without being bitten.



1.   Who do you think will win at the game of sin; the one who plays with it and resists it or the one who avoids it completely?



ILLUS: Which is more sensible; to play around with sex and hope not to get AIDS, or to avoid it completely?



2.   The more you play with sin and flirt with temptation the more likely you are to be overcome by it and sin.

           3.   The more you fool with sin the weaker you become to the next temptation.



CONCL: You say, "Well Joseph resisted and won!"  Do you call years languishing in prison winning?  It is true he didn't succumb to sin that day, but what about the next day?



         THE SECRET TO WINNING AT THE GAME OF SIN IS NOT TO PLAY!



         Learn the "TEN FOOT PRINCIPLE" of avoiding sin and enjoy and savor the

   victory over sin!





THE PROVIDER: JOSEPH (CONTD)



TEXT: Gen. 41



INTRO:  A. Joseph became the Prime Minister of Egypt...2nd in command to the Pharoah.  He was not elected by the people - he was appointed by the King.   In the tombs of the Pharoahs the Grand Vizier was depicted as receiving foreign dignitaries.  Local officials are seen lying prostrate at his feet.

   He rode in a gold chariot and had a mansion in the suburbs. His life was one of opulence and power.



  B.   This was the position God was preparing Joseph for all those years while he languished in

prison.  God's schools are not like ours!  Joseph had passed some stiff tests, but graduated with flying colors.  Little did Joseph that one special morning that his days of suffering were over and his glory days were about to begin.  Adversity now became advancement...



I.  JOSEPH'S BLESSING:



    A.   The Providential Ways of God:  v.1-8



ILLUS: Wm. Cowper who was no stranger to suffering wrote:



         God moves in a mysterious way,

            His wonders to perform;

         He plants His footsteps in the sea

            And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines

            Of never failing skill,

         He treasures up His bright designs

            And works His sovereign will.



NOTE: Joseph had been forgotten by Potiphar, his wife, the butler and his own brothers and perhaps nearly by his father after all those years in prison. But God had not forgotten him!



           1.   The King's dreams: v.1-7

           2.   The King's distress: v.8



NOTE: The court magicians went thru their heathen incantations...but failed.



    B.   The Perfect Wisdom of God:  v.9-13



           1.   God's timing: the King's butler JUST HAPPENED TO BE STANDING AROUND and over-

            heard the matter...Joseph's old friend...



                  a.   Pharoah was ready.

                  b.   Joseph was ready.



            2.   God's tactics: (context)



    C.   The Peerless Will of God:  v.14-44



           1.   Joseph's presentation:  v.14 (everything happened so fast...)



ILLUS: Joseph is brought before the supposed man-god..Pharoah King of Egypt. He wore the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt.  He held the golden crook in one hand of Upper Egypt and the flail in the other for Lower Egypt.  He wore the robes of majesty and splendor.  He was supposed to be the incarnation of Ra the sun god...his functions as much religious as political.



    a.   Joseph saw the man-god with 1500 years of unbroken reign and tradition behind him .

 b.   Joseph saw a man deeply troubled by the true God and the dream He sent to him that fate-ful night.

   c.   Joseph saw a pagan, heathen man who needed the Living God to saved him.

          	   d.   Joseph begins his witness...v.15-16

   e.   Pharoah begins his explanation of his dreams...v.17-24

   f.   Joseph begins his interpretation of Pharoah's dreams: v.25-32



          2.   Joseph's promotion: v.33-44





JOSEPH THE PROVIDER



TEXT: Gen. 41



INTRO: A. Joseph will be promoted to 2nd in command, the Grand Vizier of all Egypt. v.33-44



1.   Joseph interprets Pharoah's dream correctly and now gives his own job description.  v.33-36

2.   Pharoah recognizes leadership, discernment, wisdom, judgment, charisma and God's Spirit in Joseph and promotes him on-the-spot! v.37-41

3.   Joseph again becomes a type of Christ in many details in v.38-46



QUOTE: Peter S. Ruckman: "(Here)...the Holy Spirit begins a dissertation on Jesus Christ that is unmatched by any other portion in the book of Genesis, except chapter 22 and 37...When one considers the order of events in Gen. 37-41 he realizes that a hand is handling the pen of inspiration which is guided by a mind that sees the centuries unfold ahead of time...not only do the details match the incidents in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, but the order of the details match the order of the incidents...Why isn't the Koran written this way? Or the Analects? Or the Shastas?  Or the Puranans?"



NOTE: V. 43  As Daniel, type of the Holy Spirit, has a gold chain and the 3rd chariot, Joseph, a type of the Son, has a gold chain and the 2nd chariot!



ILLUS: Can you imagine the conversation that night around Potiphar's table?   "I only hope your accusation was just, my dear, that's all.  Pharoah has just made Joseph the Grand Vizier of Egypt and I have to report to him tomorrow at 6AM sharp!"



Pr. 21:1  

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 



               B.   Not only does Joseph get promoted, he gets a wife...



I.  JOSEPH'S BRIDE: v.45-52



NOTE: The brides in the Bible often speak of Christ and His church, e.g., Eve, Sarah, Rachel, Rebekah, Ruth and ...Asenath!

      	EVE pictures the FORMATION of the church.

      	REBEKAH speaks of the FAITH of the church.

      	ASENATH sets forth the FUTURE of the church.



    A.   Her Favored Place:  v.45-49



           1.   Her husband is highly exalted:

           2.   Her husband is highly extolled:  Zaphnath-paaneah = "Savior of the world"



    B.   Her Forgotten Past: v.45



           1.   We know nothing about her but her name: Asenath = "Dedicated to Neit" (or Isis)



        a.   She, as Solomon's bride (Song 1:1-5) is black, an Egyptian.

        b.   She exchanges heathen idolatry for a knowledge of the true God.

        c.   One formerly devoted to the devil marries a Jewish shepherd who just got out of jail.



2.   She is the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On.  Potiphera = Devoted to the Sun (or sun-god, On)



NOTE: But this is all we know of Asenath.  God refuses to record her past (as she is a type of the church!)  All that matters is that she is brother to Joseph and becomes his bride.



    C.   Her Faithful Part:  v.50-52



ILLUS: It is her part to share in bringing sons into glory, just as the true and heavenly Joseph in this age, is gathering an elect family and when it is complete it will be followed by the years of famine..."the time of Jacob's trouble."  And just as the famine of Joseph's day were used to drive his brethren back to him, so the Trib. will be used by God to drive the Jews back to Jesus!



1.   Manasseh = "forgetting"

       	2.   Ephraim = "fruitfulness"



NOTE: These two sons names speak to us of the things that characterize us. We will either be fruitful or forgetful.  Are you a Manasseh or an Ephraim?





JOSEPH THE PROVIDER



TEXT: Gen. 41-47



INTRO: A. The lengthy section before us is broken up into 3 phases as Joseph and his brothers and father are finally reunightd.  There is the MYSTERY PHASE during which his brothers are at a complete loss to explain what was happening to them and during which their consciences were beginning to be awakened to the wrongs they had done to Joseph years before.  There is the MAJESTY PHASE when Joseph makes himself known to his brethren all the glory that now belonged to him.  Then there is the MINISTRY PHASE when Joseph represents their interests in the court of the Pharoah, unights them with himself and settles them in the best of the land.



            B.  All of these phases are highly symbolic of God's dealing with Israel now and in the future.

Plus this story has many practical lessons for us...



I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN:  (41-44)



    A.   The Mystery Phase:



     1.   How Joseph's Brethren Were Burdened: 41:53-42:34



                   a.   A Predicted Famine:  41:53-57



                          1)    Its severity: v.53,54

                          2)   Its significance: v.55-57



NOTE: This is its significance: "Go unto Joseph!"  The underlying purpose of the famine was to drive people to Joseph and especially his kinsmen, the children of Israel!  So it is now and so it will be in the "time of Jacob's trouble", the Tribulation.



                     b.   A Perplexed Family: 42:1-5



NOTE: The spotlight swings from Egypt to Caanan; from Pharoah's court to the Patriarchal clan.  They too had been caught in the famine.  God's people are not exempt from the natural calamities of the world.  No doubt they asked "Why us? We are the chosen people!  We are in the Promised Land.



                    c.   A Pointing Finger: v.6-34



NOTE: God's finger kept pointing at the consciences of these men and though they acknowledged Joseph, they did not know it yet.  The finger was pointing to him, but in their blindness, they did not recognize him for who he was.  It is the same for the Jew today.  God keeps pointing at Jesus, but they fail to see Him as Messiah.



                          1)   Simple ignorance: v.6-9

                          2)   Subtle implication: v.10-17  "...and one is not!"

                          3)   Self incrimination: v.18-23



NOTE: First is Joseph's testimony: "For I fear God!"  Then the brothers began to speak freely in Hebrew to one another, thinking Joseph couldn't understand them.  God's 3 barbs to the soul begin their work: CONSCIENCE AT WORK: "Verily we are guilty..." MEMORY AT WORK: "We would not hear..." AND REASON AT WORK: "therefore is this distress come upon us."



                           4)   Sore intimidation: v.24-34



NOTE: Joseph turned and wept but he was too wise to make himself known yet. They were not yet ready to see him in his glory, for who he was.



                 a)   These were men who loved money and had sold Joseph for cash.

                 b)   Now they loathe the money they found in their sacks.

                 c)   Joseph had to teach them the value of life over money.



ILLUS: When they arrived home they poured into their father's ears the whole amazing story, being careful to omit any mention of their betrayal of Joseph.  Remorse was at work, but not repentance yet.



QUOTE: p. 330, Phillips, Exploring Genesis





JOSEPH THE PROVIDER



TEXT: Gen. 42-47



INTRO: A. In this next section the story revolves around 3 men: Jacob, Judah and Joseph.  There is a contrast here which reveals the lawlessness of Joseph's brethren and the love of Joseph toward them.



               B. It was a sad day when the boys returned home to Jacob without Simeon.  Jacob had believed their story of Joseph being devoured by a wild beast at first, but as time past he no doubt entertained thoughts about the jealousy and hostility they had shown to his favorite.



I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN:



    A.   The Mystery Phase: (contd.)

   1.   How Joseph's Brethren Were Burdened:  41:53-42:34



           2.   How Joseph's Brethren Were Bewildered:



                 a.   Jacob's Plight  (42:35-38)



NOTE: Now his sons stood before him without another son, Simeon.  Their story was unbelievable and he demanded proof.  "Open your sacks."  There was the cold cash which confirmed their tale.  He sighs "All these things are against me..." Little did he know that all things were working for his good...and he would soon have both Simeon and Joseph back!  Reuben speaks up and promises to be responsible for Benjamin.  Jacob responds "My son shall not go down with you."



                 b.   Judah's Pledge:  (43:1-15)



1)   The sanity of Judah's pledge.  v.1-8 (Either Benjamin must go or no one must go and Simeon is lost.)

2)   The sincerity of Judah's pledge: v.9-10 (He didn't offer his sons, but himself as hostage.)



ILLUS: When we last saw Judah he had married an unsaved woman.  But apparently the prodigal had come home.



                         3)   The success of Judah's pledge:  v.11-15

(A suitable present must be prepared for that powerful leader in Egypt ... and yes, Benjamin must go.)



                   c.   Joseph's Plans: (43:16-34)  [8 steps]



                         1)   The undeserved feast: v.16-17

                         2)   The unconcealed fear: v.18

                         3)   The unexplained find: v.19-24

                         4)   The understandable formality: v.25-28

                         5)   The unrevealed feeling: v.29-31

                         6)   The uncanny familiarity: v.32-33

                         7)   The unusual favor: v.34a

                         8)   The unrestrained fellowship: v.34b



            3.   How Joseph's Brethren Were Broken: (44:1-34)



                   a.   The Conspiracy: v.1-3



                         1)   Their greed: v.1

                         2)   Their grudge: v.2,3



                   b.   The Confrontation: v.4-15



NOTE: The big question now was what would they do with Benjamin?  Their response was the right one.  They sided with their brother, unlike the situation years before with Joseph.  (This points forward to a day when the Jews, the Lord's kinsmen in the flesh, will be put into the furnace of affliction to be purified by the flame and made ready for the revelation to them of Jesus in His glory.)

      Their pride finally gone, they come and fling themselves befoe Joseph for his mercy.



                 c.   The Confession: v.16-34



                       1)   Judah offers to share Benjamin's blame.



                             a)   He appeals to Joseph's patience.  v.18

                             b)   He appeals to Joseph's purposes:  v.19-23

                             c)   He appeals to Joseph's pity. v.24-31

                             d)   He appeals to Joseph's power: v.32-34



                       2)   Joseph rejects the offer.



    B.   The Majesty Phase:  (45:1-24)





JOSEPH THE PROVIDER



TEXT: Gen. 45



INTRO: A. Genesis 45 anticipates the day when the Lord will reveal Himself fully and finally to the nation of Israel at the close of the Great Tribulation.

   It also speaks to us of how the Lord reveals Himself to those today who own Him as Lord.  And lastly, it speaks of the continuing drama of Joseph's own personal dealings with his family...



I.  JOSEPH'S BRETHREN: (Contd.)



    A.   The Mystery Phase:  The Majesty Phase:  45:1-24



            1.   The Revelation of Joseph:  v.1-16



                   a.   The revelation of his person:  v.1-3



NOTE: Both the Christmas babe and the man hanging on the cross is a distorted revelation of who Jesus really is.  Both portray Him in weakness.  He is no longer in the cradle or on the cross.  Now He is the Lord of Glory.



                          1)   A sudden revelation:  v.1



NOTE: As Joseph's revelation was sudden to his family, so will Jesus' revelation be sudden to the Jews



                          2)   A sobering revelation:  v.2

                          3)   A simple revelation:  v.3a

                          4)   A successful revelation: v.3b



                   b.   The revelation of his purposes:  v.4-16



                            1)   Pardon:  v.4,5



NOTE: Here is grace illustrated.  "You sold...God did send."



                            2)   Provision: v.6-12



NOTE: Jesus was not only rejected by the Nation of Israel, but exalted to the very right hand of the Father in heaven.

      Now that he was reconciled to his brethren he could send for his father. Joseph also planned to be with them where they would be to nourish them.  His grace took in all their needs.  Note his command: "Tell my father of all my glory...



                             3)   Proximity:  v.14-16



ILLUS: Joseph was interested in the very smallest trivialities of their lives...as Jesus is of ours!



          2.   The resources of Joseph:  v.17-23



                 a.   Their source:  v.16-20   (from the throne!)



NOTE: Joseph made no mention of the guilt and misbehavior of his brethren. It was not only forgiven but forgotten!



     b.   Their sufficiency:  v.21-23



   3.   The request of Joseph: v.24  (guard tempers and testimony)



The Ministry Phase: 45:25 - 47:10



CONCLUSION



TEXT: Gen. 49



INTRO: A. Could this be a foretaste of the Judgment Seat of Christ? Where rewards and rebukes are meted out as his Jacob's sons lives are brot up for review?  Jacob's prophecy is not in conversational style, but couched in poetic, symbolic and exclamatory phrases which would cause awe, fear and expectation to grip each heart.



                B. "And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather youselves together that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the LAST DAYS..."  In its ultimate fulfillment Jacob's prophecy focuses on the climax of the ages, on that terminal point in time to which all history leads.  But the immediate reference is not the Millennium, but to the Kingdom which would be established in Canaan.



Here then is the Judgment Seat of Jacob.  What has been sowed must be reaped.  Hidden things exposed and judged; open things praised or punished.  There is a place in the Kingdom at stake for each one, and each one is weighed in the light of that.



I.  THE DEATH OF JACOB (CONTD.):



    A.   Jacob's Foreknowledge:



           1.   The chosen favorite:

           2.   The chosen family: 49:1-27



                 a.   Reuben:  v.3,4



                      1)   Rebuen's unique position:  v.3



NOTE: Reuben no doubt upon hearing these first words expected the preeminence possessions and perhaps even the priesthood.



          2)   Reuben's unstable personality: v.4a



NOTE: He lacked character, he lacked courage, he lacked conviction.  His tribe never did excel or rise to prominence in Israel.



                       3)   Reuben's unscrupulous passion: v.4b



NOTE: The sin had taken place 40 years earlier...plenty of time to repent confess...but instead, a cover-up.  Here at the judgment seat unconfessed sin was exposed and dealt with.  No hope for future glory in the coming Kingdom.



               b.   Simeon and Levi:  v.5-7



                      1)   Close brotherhood: v.5a

                      2)   Criminal behavior: v.5b,6



NOTE: Their sin was not one of weakness, like Reuben's, but one of downright, deliberated wickedness.  (Shechem) The bedroom had become a courtroom and the old patriarch's deathbed a judgment seat indeed.  The past was determining the future!



                      3)   Continuing blame: v.7



NOTE: Just because they were in the family did not absolve them from resp.  for their behavior!  (For the sin Jacob had a curse, for the sinners a  cure.  Levi took a stand for God at Baal-peor when Israel sinned with the daughters of Moab (Ex.32) and when Moses cried: "Who is on the Lord's side?" the tribe of Levi responded.  They received no territorial grant in Canaan, but 48 scattered cities in the Kingdom among the tribes.



                 c.   Judah:  v.8-12



                       1)   Jacob saw the leader:  v.8



NOTE: Jacob said nothing of Judah's sin re: Onan and Er or the business with Tamar.  Judah had apparently repented of them and so they were forgotten.   Jacob's judgment seat was not convened to rake up confessed and forgiven sins



                       2)   Jacob saw the lion: v.9

                     3)   Jacob saw the Lord: v.10



NOTE: By giving Judah the Messianic line, he gave him everything.  The natural man in Jacob would have greatly desired to bestow all on Joseph, but the spiritual man, Israel, bestowed it on Judah.



                    4)   Jacob saw the land: v.11,12



NOTE: As Jacob looked at Judah all he could see was Jesus.  All Judah's faults and failings were blotted out in that glorious vision of Christ.  And that is what will count at the Judgment Seat.



             d.   Zubulun: v.13



NOTE: He had never been a very bold man like Judah nor a very bad man like Reuben.  What would Jacob say to him?



                  1)   Coastal interests

                  2)   Commercial interests

                  3)   Continental interests



NOTE: The tribal inheritance of Zebulun included Nazareth, Cana of Galilee and Capernaum, but the ultimate fulfillment of Jacob's words must surely be in the Millennium.



            e.   Issachar: v.14,15



                 1)   His strength: v.14

                 2)   His satisfaction: v.15a

                 3)   His servitude: v.15b  (no blame, simply lack of achievement)



            f.   Dan: v.16-18



                 1)   Position: v.16

                 2)   Poison: v.17  (the Antichrist?)

                 3)   Pardon: v.18



Conclusion # 2



            g.   Gad: v.19



                  1)   Jacob saw him as vanquished: "a troop shall overcome him"

                  2)   Jacob saw him as victorious: "but he shall overcome..."



NOTE: His territory on the far side of Jordan was under constant attack.  But the tribe of Gad was not without its leaders: Jephthah, Barzillai and Elijah.



              h.   Asher: v.20



ILLUS: These undistinguished sons of Jacob represent the crowd of the rank and file of the redeemed.  At the Judgment Seat all must appear.  There will be no difference.  It is not just for the noteworthy.



                 1)   Life's routine rewards:  "...his bread shall be fat"

                 2)   Life's royal riches:  "he shall yield royal dainties"



NOTE: His inheritance was in Canaan in a fertile strip that ran along the foot of Mt. Carmel, up the Medit. coast past Tyre.   Asher was to "dip his foot in oil".  The modern port of Haifa is in Asher's territory and it is where the great Iranian pipelines of oil terminate.  Asher literally dips his foot in oil today.



             i.   Naphtali: v.21



                  1)   Natural wildness: "a hind let loose"





Conclusion # 3



TEXT: Gen. 49:28-50:21



INTRO: A. As God took Moses to Mt. Pisgah just before his death to show him the Promised Land, so He took Jacob to a lofty spiritual peak just prior to his death, to show him the future history of his sons and the destiny of the nation which would come out of Egypt.



     B.   Having chronicled Jacob's foreknowledge, the Spirit of God now tells of Jacob's funeral...



     C.   Jacob's Funeral:



            1.   The Pledge: 49:28-33



                   a.   His last words: cf. v.27

                   b.   His last will: v.29-32



NOTE: Perhaps the reason he wanted to be buried in Caanan was because that's where the Messiah would come.  Also he would be with Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and Rebekah and Leah on resurrection morning.  They would be the first ones he would see!



Mt. 27:52  

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 



                    c.   His last witness:  v.33



              2.   The Preparation: 50:1-3

              3.   The Permission: v.4-6



NOTE: Joseph gave his word: "I will come again" to Pharaoh and his word was as good as gold.  This was a part of Joseph's testimony.



              4.   The Procession: V.7-14

              5.   The Pardon: v.15-21



II. THE DEATH OF JOSEPH:  50:22-26

    A.   Joseph's Dwelling: v.22



NOTE: Joseph was 56 when Jacob died and lived another 54 years.  Joseph lived in Egypt but his heart was in Caanan.  And it was there he would be ultimately buried.  He could have had a great tomb, maybe even a pyramid, but he chose a simple grave in the Promised Land.  No wonder God could trust Joseph with wealth and power.  It is not money that is the root of all evil, but the love of money.



    B.   Joseph's Descendents: v.23



NOTE: "Grandfathers form a living link, not just with the past out of which they have emerged, but with the eternal future on the threshold of which they stand."  IBID.



    C.   Joseph's Discernment: v.24



    D.  Joseph's Demand: v.25  "this do in remembrance of me..." Joseph's memorial body



    E.   Joseph's Decease: v.26



CONCL: Thus ends Genesis.  It began with creation and ends with a coffin.  It began with the glory and ends with a grave.  It began with the vastness of eternity and ends with the shortness of time.  It began with the living God and ends with a dead man.   It began with a blaze of brightness in heaven and ends with a box of bones in Egypt.



   That is the Holy Spirit's final comment in the book on the nature and tragedy of human sin.  That is the final exposure of the devil's lie, "Thou shalt not surel die."  "So Joseph died." (The most Christ like man in all the Bible.)  "Joseph died...and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt."  Genesis began with life and promise and ends with death and a coffin!
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