IS GOD STILL BREATHING?  1
TEXT:  2 Timothy 3:15-17

THESIS:  To show that there is only one set of “God breathed” Scriptures and it has been preserved for us in the King James Bible.

INTRO.:    A. The question we want to answer today is “IS GOD STILL BREATHING?”  In the 1960’s Time magazine had emblazoned on it’s cover:  “God is Dead!”   Of course all Bible believers knew that was a lie.  However, many of those so-called Bible believers today have concluded that God has stopped breathing!   They do this by saying that there is no Bible that is truly and only God’s inspired, inerrant Word available to us today.  Their position is that God’s promise to preserve His Word and His words was not valid or trustworthy.  


   B.  They believe that there really are two sets of Scripture:  one inspired and one almost inspired. (Text*)   They say that only the originals are inspired or “God breathed;” and that after the originals disappeared all copies and translations, may almost be God’s Word and words, but not completely so.  

ILLUS.:  Their logic goes something like this:  * God originally breathed out His Word and words, but that He somehow couldn’t continue breathing to preserve what He originally gave life to, even though He promised to preserve them.  (Ps. 12:6,7 cf. w/NIV) 2
I.   WHAT IS ‘SCRIPTURE’?  3
A. ‘Scripture’ is translated from the word “graphe” in Greek, and means “writings.”

NOTE:  Visual   4  - 5
B. The concept of inspiration (from God to man) comes from the Greek word “Theopneustos.”

1.  It means “God breathed”  (Theos = God; Pneustos = breath)

2.  And of course God did breathe out the original writings or Scripture.

3.  But the issue is “Is God still breathing?!”   6
ILLUS.:  If I take your Bible and copy it on your copy machine (I can’t do that with any version but the KJB without the translators and publishers permission – the KJB can be copied w/out permission because it doesn’t have a normal copyright, but a crown copyright!),  will the copies be exactly like the original?  Of course!
                If I had the “originals” or the “autographs” and I copied them, would they be the same as the originals?  Of course!  (Describe the great lengths which the scribes copied the originals.)  

                Now suppose I carefully translate the copy.  Would it still have God’s breath on it?  Of course!

C. ‘Scripture(s)’ never refer to the “originals”:   7
1. Nearly 50 times the words “scripture” or “scriptures” are used in the KJB and never are they referring to the autographs or “original MSS!”

2. God obviously knew that the Bible would be copied and translated again and again and promised that He would preserve it.

3. God also knew that the English language would be the world trade language of the 19-21st centuries and preserved His Word and words in the KJB!

NOTE:  Visual – 8 The word “scripture” (“gramma” = “letters”) is used in v. 15 to reveal that the copy or translation that Timothy had had been preserved even to the very letters themselves.  Jesus promised that not even the accent marks (“jot or tittle”) would ever pass away.  “Thy word is forever settled in heaven.”  “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

                Note also that the word “holy” is the adjective used before the word “scripture” to describe it’s origin – from God!  Only God can make or declare something holy!

II.   SCRIPTURE SPEAKS AND IS ALIVE:  (Heb. 4:12)   9
A. Only that which is alive can speak!

B. Only that which is alive can convict, convert and convince.   10
ILLUS.:  Go out in the woods and argue or reason with a tree or a rock!   Did a diamond ever convict or convert you?  (Well maybe – when you got engaged!  ()   Did a tree ever convince you?  (Only if it fell on you and you felt the pain!  ()
C. Scripture focuses on Christ:  11
12  Jn. 5:39  “Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me.”   - Jesus

ILLUS.:  Our resurrected Savior taught the first S.S. class on the road to Emmaus to two discouraged disciples.  “He expounded unto them in ALL THE SCRIPTURES the things concerning Himself…”  Lk. 24:27  Cf. v. 32, 44,45!

CONCL.:  Either God is still “breathing” or He is dead!  He continues to breathe in and on His Word and words.  Jesus said:  “As the Father hath life in Himself, even hath He given unto the Son to have life in Himself.”  Jesus is called the “Word of God” and so is His Book – The Holy Bible.  Both are alive!!!  Both are still breathing!

13    GOD IS STILL BREATHING! 
