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 “WHY ARE YOU A BAPTIST?”

TEXT:  2 Thes. 2:15

INTRO:  A. Why bother with labels?  Why not just call yourself a Bible believer?  Why Baptist?

1. The label “Baptist” stands for something...it is more than “generic.”

2. It announces that the people who meet under this banner stand for specific truths.

3. Baptists are primarily people of the Book, so they bow down to Biblical authority.

a. They consider preaching good if it’s Biblical and bad if it is not.

b. They recoil when someone says: “My church teaches...”  “My religion teaches...” Baptists declare  “The Bible teaches...”

4. Baptists have a rich heritage of men and women who have given their lives for religious liberty and for preac-hing the Gospel.



B. Baptist distinctives are those Biblical teachings which distinguish Baptists from 
other Christian groups.  With the generic brand of Christians today where doctrine is relegated to a place of minor importance, e.g. Promise Keepers, ECT, etc. is even more important that
believers know what they believe and practice their faith.  The name Baptist is not a point of organizational pride but a mean-ingful description of a biblically correct doctrinal position.

VISUAL:  How would you like to go to the pharmacy with a couple of prescriptions and come 
home with bottles without labels?  Labels are important!
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ILLUS:  It is a shame when people are more concerned with labels on their sneaks or jeans than with labels on their beliefs!

I.  WHAT ARE THE BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES?

A. Distinguishing Teachings Which Differentiate Baptists From Other Christians.
B. Doctrines Which Have Characterized A Group Of Bible Believers For Centuries:

1. Not all Baptists agree on all doctrines, but all agree on the distinctives.

2. Baptists agree on more than the 10 or 12 doctrines we will study in this course.

C. Baptist Distinctives Do Not Represent Baptists’ Most Important Beliefs:



1. Those are called primary or foundational beliefs.

2. Church groups other than Baptists  hold to some, but not all the Baptist Distinctives.

a. Some groups hold to all the distinctives, but don’t call themselves Baptists, i.e. they are “baptistic” but chose not to be labeled. (?)

b. Others identify themselves as Baptist no longer hold the historic distinctives.

II.  IDENTIFYING THE BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES:


A. There Is No Official List Of Distinctives:



1. Since there is no Baptist Pope or Hierarchy.

2. But traditionally and historically Baptists have agreed on certain characteristic beliefs.
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Biblical Authority




Autonomy of the Local Church




Priesthood of Every Believer




Two Ordinances




Individual Soul Liberty




Saved, Baptized Church Membership




Two Offices




Separation of Church and State

B. Historically and Traditionally A List Of Biblical Distinctives Emerged:

1. They are more accurately called Biblical distin-ctives rather than simply Baptist Dist.

2. They are not merely Baptist ideas, but Biblical truths which separate Baptists from others.

III.  WHY STUDY THESE DISTINCTIVES?

A. So We May Identify What We Believe and Select Only A Church With Those Beliefs:

B.   So The Baptist Distinctives May Be Seen As Biblical and Enable Us To Form Convictions:


C.   So We Can Defend Our Faith As Bible Believers.

D.   So We Can Declare We Are Baptist By Conviction and Belief and Not Merely In Name.

E.   So We Can Pass On To The Next Generation Our Baptist Convictions.

F. So We Can Keep Our Church From Adopting Heretical Beliefs Or Practices.

CONCL:  The trend today is to place generic labels on 
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churches, Faith Church, Christ Chapel, Calvary Church, The Community Church, Life Center, Christian Temple, Gospel Tabernacle, etc.  These names say nothing about what that body believes.  They may be Charismatic, Meth-odist, Nondenominational (the nondenominational denomination?), interdenominational
etc.  Who knows?  When you wear a label you say something about what you believe.  Be proud to be a Baptist.  Stand up for the Bible.  I am a Christian first, a Bible believer next, and then I am a Baptist and proud of all three labels.  But each of them must be defined.








“BIBLICAL AUTHORITY”

TEXT:  1 Cor. 14:37

1 Cor. 14:37
37
   If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 

INTRO:  A. God exists and because of Who He is His Word is always authoritative.  Since He is a God Who desires His creatures to know Him and obey Him, He has com-municated to them.


He does so through the book we call the Bible.  He is absolute Truth and He has communicated Himself and His will for us in His Word by committing it to writing (inscripturating it), and providentially protecting it.

ILLUS:  The New Agers tell us to “create our own reality” thus denying absolute truth.  They say that reality is whatever you believe it to be.  They say you are your own reality.  They tell us to “expand the boundaries of our reality.”  If something is real it is real and if it is not it is not. Truth is static.  It does not change. What is true today will be true tomorrow.  That is accurate mathematically, 
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scientifically, socially and morally.


B. The words  “commandment” or “commandments” implies authority.  Truth demands Compliance or obed-ience.  When we disobey truth, we operate outside God’s order and run into all sorts of problems.  The primary Source of truth for mankind is found in the Bible.  It must be our authority.

I.  WHAT IS BIBLICAL AUTHORITY?


A. The Author of a Book Gives It It’s Authority:

1. If the author is respected as an authority in his field, his book is considered authoritative.

2. Since God is the Author of Bible it is the absolute authority.

3. Because God knows every subject His words on any subject are authoritative.

4. Thus Baptists rightly accept the Bible as their authority on any subject and derive all their doctrine from the Bible.

5. Scripture is the written message of the all-knowing, unchanging, Truthful God.

II. WHAT DO OTHERS REGARD AS THEIR AUTHORITY?

A. Catholicism: The Pope, the tradition of the RC Church, the Bible, the Church Fathers, etc. “prima scripture.

B. Cults:  The writings of their leaders/founders: M.B.G.P. Eddy, Joseph Smith, Ellen G. White,
Charles Taze Russell, Sun Myung Moon, Confucius, Mohammed, Buddha, etc.
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C. Protestantism:  Confessions, creeds, the Book of Common Prayer, and often they have no final authority though originally founded on “solo scripture.”

D. Charismatic: Experience, speaking in tongues, words of knowledge, additional revelation, feeling, miracles, etc.
E. Judaism: The Talmudic Writings, the teachings of the Rabbis, ancient tradition, etc.

III. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY OF ITS OWN AUTHORITY?


A. I Am the Word of God:

Jer. 1:4-9
4
Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

5
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 
6
Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 

7
But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 

8
Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 

9
Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 
21 
B. I Am the Command of God:

1 Cor. 14:37

37
  If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 
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C. I Have Been Revealed By God:

Gal. 1:11-12

11
  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel, which was preached of me, is not after man. 

12
  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 


D. I Am The Word of God:

1 Thes. 2:13

13
  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 


E. I Am Inspired By God:  

2 Tim. 3:15-16

15
  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16
  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 


F. I Am the Product of the Holy Ghost:

2 Pet. 1:21
22 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
IV.  WHAT DID CHRIST TEACH ABOUT BIBLICAL AUTHORITY?


A. Important Statements:

John 10:35b


 The scripture cannot be broken: 
Mt. 5:18

18
 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

John 5:39

39
 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 
Luke 24:44

44
  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 

John 14:26

CONCL:  Biblical authority is the bedrock of Baptist beliefs.  We base our doctrine, our convictions and God’s will for our lives upon the Bible.   We stake our life and eternal destiny on the
Bible.  It is our FINAL AUTHORITY in all matters of faith and practice.

“BAPTISTS ARE ALL WET!”

TEXT: Acts 8:36-38

INTRO:  A. It is strange that the people called “Baptists” probably stress baptism 
less than their denominational counterparts.  For example, the R/C catechism says: “Not only does baptism remove the guilt of sin and reinstate the sinner in God’s friendship, but with it all the punishment 
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due to sin is also mercifully forgiven...that once a person is baptized he is completely ‘with Christ.’”  p.507


Main line Protestant denominations also teach that something mystical or magical takes place within a person (read infant) at baptism, that it is a “sacrament,” a ceremony which imparts grace to the soul and ensures a person’s entrance into
 heaven.  Baptists believe that baptism, like the Lord’s Table, is simply a memorial 
of what took place when a person was saved.



B. It is true of course that “BAPTISTS ARE ALL WET!” however, i.e., that Baptists believe in the complete immersion of a person’s body in water at the time of their baptism.  Nearly all the other “Christian” churches practice either pouring or sprinkling.  Why do we go to the trouble, expense and even embarrassment of baptizing by immersion?  And just what does baptism mean to Baptists?

I.  BAPTISTS REFER TO BAPTISM AS AN ‘ORDINANCE’ NOT A 
SACRAMENT:


A. Most “Christian” Churches:

1. To most Christians the rite of baptism is a very mystical and grace imparting
“sacrament.”  

2. Dictionary: “Something regarded as having a sacred character or mysterious meaning.
3. Also in the Dictionary, under “Sacramentalism”: the doctrine that the sacraments are necessary to salvation.

4. In Catholicism it is “a visible sign that symbolizes or confers inward grace”
(either creating or improv-ing one’s relationship with Christ).


B. Historical Baptists:

1. Since the Bible clearly teaches salvation comes by faith in Christ and not by rituals or ceremonies, Baptists use the term “ordinance” not sacrament.

2. An ordinance is “an authoritative rule, law, decree or command.

3. In a biblical sense it means “a symbolic act or ceremony commanded (ordained) by Christ.”

II. THE MEANING OF THE WORD “BAPTIZE”:

A. The Greek Word “Baptizo”:

1. The word for “baptize” in Greek is “baptizo” and means to dip, sink, submerge or to immerse, e.g., for dyeing cloth by dipping it into the dye, or even the sinking of a ship.

2. Our English word “baptize” is not a translation, but a transliteration.

ILLUS:  Once again the KJ Bible translators have gotten a “bum rap” concerning 
the word “baptize.”  They have been charged with being afraid to translate it because King James and the Church of England would have been offended.  However the word was in previous English translations of the Bible and had been used for a long time to distinguish baptism from other non-religious dippings or immersions.  They just simply continued using a word everyone understood.


B. The Bible Practice Of Baptism:



1. John the Baptist baptized in the Jordan River.
John 3:23

23   And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 
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2. After Christ’s baptism He “went up straightway out of the water...” 
 (Mt. 3:16)

3. Philip and the eunuch went down into the water for baptism and then came up
out of the water (Acts 8:37-39).

4. There is another Greek word for sprinkling if the Holy Spirit wanted to convey that practice; it is “rantizo”.
                                    “INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY”

TEXT:  Romans 14:1-12

INTRO:  A. When it comes to soul-winning most of us wouldn’t think of pressuring others to accept Christ.  Our job is to merely to attempt to “persuade them” from God’s Word that that is what they should do.  If they refuse, that is their decision.



B. That same principle ought to apply within the church to believers.  This is what Baptists have chosen to call  “Individual Soul Liberty.  But let’s be more specific and define the terms more carefully and then illustrate them from the Word.

I.  THE MEANING OF INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY:

DEFINITION: “Every individual, whether a believer or an unbeliever, has the liberty to choose what his conscience or soul decides is right in the religious realm. Some refer to this as Religious liberty.  Baptists don’t force anyone to assent to or deny any doctrine.  We do not coerce anyone to 
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worship God against his will or refrain
from worshipping God as he believes he should, unless his worship violates a practice that violates basic moral and ethical principles.”


A. Historically:  


     1. Baptists have always promoted religious freedom.

2. In the formative years of the U.S. Baptists fought and died to have nation laws formulated and passed to guarantee such liberty.


B. Biblically: 

1. In Jesus’ ministry he never coerced or forced acceptance of Himself nor of His doctrine.

2. He did forcefully present arguments and cite Scripture to show He was promoting God’s truth, but left the ultimate decision with the individual.

3. In the early church, the Apostles and disciples fol-lowed Jesus’ pattern.

II. BIBLICAL INDICATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY:


A. Under Israel’s Theocracy:



1. I.S.L. was severely restricted under God’s rule.

2. Many violations of Old Testament Law were punishable by death (22 or 23 Capital violations!).   [Can you name some?]


B. In The Church Age:

1. Often men have reverted to Old Testament laws to try to impose such restrictions in the church.  (The Popes, Calvin, etc.)
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2. Just as the Lord abolished the animal sacrifices, etc. of the Law, so too He
 has abolished many civil laws that governed His people in the Old Testament.

3. One New Testament example of clarification of this concept is found in Rom. 14:5-12.

a. In this situation Paul didn’t recommend one be punished or made to conform to another’s views.

b. Nor did he demand that both follow the same pattern, but said that each needed to be fully persuaded in his own mind.  (cf.v.12 for the motive)

c. We are to give an account for ourselves and not for others.

d. Paul said in 2 Cor. 4:2 “by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s con-science in the sight of God.”

III. BOUNDARIES OF INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY:  

A. Logical and Biblical Limits:

1. Soul liberty is never a justification for disobeying Scripture.  (He may obey
 or disobey, but soul liberty never justifies his disobedience.)

2. Soul liberty never exempts a person from the con-sequences of his choices.

3. Soul liberty must always regard how his choices affect others.

4. Soul liberty doesn’t mean that each church member can act independently
or there would be chaos.

5. Soul liberty stops where others liberty begins; we cannot infringe on others
 right to exercise their free choice; to deny this would be hypocrisy.
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“SAVED CHURCH MEMBERS”

TEXT: Acts 2:41-47
INTRO:  A. The first New Testament church in Jerusalem only added baptized believers into membership, i.e. only those who were saved then obedient in baptism.  Also the New Testament letters identify their recipients as believers.  Thus we believe that each local church has a responsibility to screen prospective members to maintain a pure membership - as much as is possible.  

If there is one “Baptist Distinctive” which is the main one which sets Baptists apart from the other churches, it is this one of a Saved or Regenerated
Church Membership.

III.  ILLUS:  In our church the way we protect the membership and try to insure its purity is to 

1) baptize converts who make a credible profession of faith

IV.  take in new members by letter of transfer from another church of like faith, by first having the deacons inter-view them.

I.  BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR A SAVED MEMBERSHIP:
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A.  The Use Of The Word “Saint”:

1.  Several of the New Testamante Epistles are addressed to the “saints” in that geographical area, e.g., Rome, Philippi, etc.

1.  The word “saint” literally means one who is set apart to God.

2.  As we study the various epistles we find that the membership is composed of these “saints.”

a.  -14-
B.  The Use Of The Word “Church”:

1.  The Greek word “ecclesia” means “called out assembly” – translated “church”  in the N.T.

VI.  In the larger sense it means a group called out unto God.
2.  In the narrower sense it means a local assembly of believers.
John 17:6

VII.  6   I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

1 Pet 1:1-2

1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2   Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

John 17:6

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

C.  The Church At Jerusalem:  (text)

1.  On the day of Pentecost God began the Body of Christ composed of believers from Pentecost to the Rapture.

2.  The visible church at Jerusalem was also founded that day.

b.  In v. 41 we have recorded the events on the 
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      Day of Pentecost.

VIII.  In v.42-47 we have recorded the events of the weeks and months that
followed.  

c.  If the “adding” in v.47 was to the local church, then the “adding” of v.41 should be understood the same way.

IX.  The people of v.41 were saved, baptized and then added to the local church…the prere-quisites to membership.

d.  Church membership is voluntary but not optional! (v.47  “the Lord added…”)

X.  There is no example in Script. Of a believer Who refused to be baptized and join the local church.

II.  INPLEMENTING A SAVED MEMBERSHIP:

A.  Experience of the New Birth.

B.  A Credible Testimony of Salvation.
C.  A Change in Attitude Toward the Lord.
XI.  Ps. 66:16

16
  Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.

XII.  PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF A SAVED 

XIII.  MEMBERSHIP:

A.  Church Unity.   Cf. 2 Cor.6:14-16
B.  Church Sanity:
ILLUS:  If you have a “mixed multitude” of believers and un-believers in the church any business conducted will have people with a spiritual inclination with those with a worldly inclination approaching the same subject with the church will be split

1.  The only thing better than a saved membership, is a saved, Spirit-filled membership.


2. 
Spirituality and carnality cannot peacefully coexist.
“PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS”

TEXT:  1 Pet. 2:5

B.  INTRO:   A. I am a “Baptist Priest.”  (“Father Fedena”)  -  So are you!

  A.  What is a “priest”?  One who intercedes (pleads, ministers) before God for others.  A mediator.

  B.  The O.T. Priesthood ceased when Christ hung on the Cross and the veil of the Temple was separated - indicating that all believers now had access to God’s presence.
I.  WHAT DO BAPTISTS MEAN BY THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS

A.  That All Believers In The Church Age Have The Same Standing Before God.
1. They all have direct access to Him, thru Christ.

They all have the ability to intercede (pray) for others.
II.  WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY ABOUT THE PRIESTHOOD OF BELIEVERS?

A.  Our Priesthood Is Based On Christ’s Priesthood:  

Heb. 4:14-16

14
  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
15
   For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

16
   Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

1.  V.14:  Christ is our High Priest.

NOTE:  As Hebrew Christians they were accustomed to seeing a visible priesthood mediating on their behalf - so this teaching of Christ as High Priest had a special significance for them.

a.  V.15:  Christ our High Priest is sympathetic and understanding.
b.  He was tempted and tested as a man, as we are - without sin.

c.  He truly feels our pain and temptations.
3.  V.16:  gives an invitation for us to function as priests

B.  Our Priestly Privilege of Prayer:  

Heb. 10:19-22

19
  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

20
  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
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21
  And having an high priest over the house of God; 

22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

C.  Our Spiritual Sacrifices as Priests:

1 Pet. 2:5

5
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

1 Pet. 2:9

9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

1.  One function of a priest is to offer sacrifices.

2.  Our sacrifices are spiritual, not physical.

3.  In Rom.12 we are told to offer our bodies as living sacrifices.
4.  In Heb. 13:15 we are to offer the sacrifice of praise.
Heb. 13:15

15
  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

 “PASTOR: THE FIRST OF 2 OFFICES”
TEXT:  Titus 1:5-9

INTRO:  A.  The office of Pastor is not a Biblical distinctive 
B.  of Baptists - almost every church has a pastor.  The distinctive is that we have ONLY pastors and deacons within the local church we recognize no church offices out-side of or over the local church.   The Bible uses two words especially dealing with this office i.e., “elder,” and “bishop.”  The Scriptures know nothing of cardinals, prelates, vicars, presbyters,
priests or popes.   The terms “elder,” “pastor,” “bishop,” or “overseer” all refer to the position or office of what we call pastor.  

I.  THREE TITLES FOR THE OFFICE OF PASTOR:

A.  Pastor:

1.  The Greek word for Pastor (poimen), means “shepherd”.

C.  This word “shepherd” is used once in the New Testament of a church leader.  Eph.4:11
2.  Related words are “flock” (poimnion) and the verb “to feed” or “to shepherd”(poimaino).  

4.  Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd in John 10:11.

5.  Peter called Jesus the Chief Shepherd in 1 Pet. 5:4.
6.  Thus Jesus is our Good Pastor and Chief Pastor.
B.  Elder:

1.  The Greek word for elder is presbuteros.

2.  It refers to an older, wiser or more mature leader (however a young man who shows these charac-teristics may fill the office of the elder).

C.  Bishop\Overseer:

D.  -20-
1.  The Greek word for Bishop is episcopos, which means overseer.

2.  A person in this position leads and gives direction to the work.
ILLUS:  The Pastor must have the gift of administration to give proper oversight to the work God has called him to.

II.  ONE OFFICE WITH 3 TITLES:

A.  The Ephesian Elders:

1.  Paul met with the Ephesian elders when his ship docked at the port of Miletus,
not far from Eph-esus, where he had ministered for 3 years.
2.  In Acts 20:17-38 we have the record of this meeting and Paul called these “elders” “overseers” i.e., they were also bishops.  

3.  In v.28 Paul tells them to “feed” the flock of God and the Greek word for “feed” is the verb form of the word “shepherd” or “pastor.”

4.  The elders were to pastor and oversee their churches.

E.  Elder/Bishop:
1.  In our text Paul reminds Titus that he had been placed in Crete by Paul for the purpose of ordain-ing elders in every city.  Titus 1:5
2.  Then he listed the qualities Titus was to look for in these men.

3.  Paul use the word “bishop” as a synonym for the word “elder” here, thus elder and bishop obviously refer to the same office.

C.  Elder/Shepherd:
2.  1.  1 Pet. 5:2 Peter addressed the elders and instructed them to “feed the flock”:

3.  The words “feed” and “flock” are pastoral words, and “oversight” is a form of the word “overseer” (bishop).

D.  Elder/Ruler:

1.  In I Tim. 5:17 Paul speaks of the “elders” who rule well.

2.  The word “rule” is different from episcopos, but it still conveys the idea of leading and laboring in the word and doctrine.

C.  CONCL:  I told our school students that they could call me “Father Fedena” (I do have
four children!). Biblically I could be called “Elder Fedena” or “Bishop Fedena.”  


The reason we use Pastor is probably because it sounds more personal and it emphasizes the nurturing of the people (flock of God) and the ministry the man of God has of feeding, caring, leading, protecting and comforting God’s people in the church.


“Elder” emphasizes the pastor’s maturity and “bishop” speaks of his oversight.
 “DEACONS AND THEIR DUTIES”
TEXT:  1 Tim. 3:13

INTRO:  A.  Many today show a lack of respect for leadership and the people who are in those positions.  But the two offices of Pastor and Deacon are Biblical offices and as such are to be respected and appreciated.  
B. We have already learned that the word for “pastor” means “shepherd” and
comes from the Greek word “poimen”.  The Greek word for “deacon” is “diaconos”
and means “servant” or “one who ministers to others.”

F.   We are going to examine the office of deacon and look at the qualifications and responsibilities of the office.  This office is available to many more men in the church than Pastor, because the average Baptist church has only one Pastor, but several deacons.   The text verse promises that deacons who function scripturally will find themselves greatly blessed. Since these are Biblical offices a church must have both offices to conform to the Scriptural pattern.

I.  SERVANT EXAMPLES FOR DEACONS:

A.  The First Deacons:   Acts 6:1-7

1.  Though the word “deacon” is not used here, the concept of the office is presented and the word “serve” - translated from “diakaneo” - is used.  V.2

2.  The ministry spoken of here is that of service to others, in this case a physical ministry, but later (because of the qualifications of these men who were
chosen) we assume they performed spiritual ministries.

4.  ILLUS:  No deacon ought ever consider himself to be above or below others, nor that physical service to others is somehow demeaning.  If these spiritual men were will to serve food and “wait on tables” to lowly widows in the church, surely deacons today should consider it an honor to minister to others, physically or spiritually.

3.  These men were truly “Pastor’s assistants” since their service relieved the
 Apostles (Pastors) to give themselves “continually to prayer, and to the min-




 istry of the Word.”   v.4

2.  These men were also men of integrity (“honest report”), Spirit-filled and men with common sense and spiritual discernment (“wisdom”).  V.3 (cf. v.10)
3.  ILLUS:  While women are not included in the office of deacon, ladies may surely have 
a “diakonos” ministry in the church, e.g., it is said of the women who stood at the 

4.  Cross and had followed Jesus had “ministered (“diakaneo”) to Him in His ministry.

5.  Matt.  27:55
55  
And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: 
Paul also commended a lady named Phebe, whom he described as a “servant (“diakonos”) of the church which is at Cenchrea.   (Rom.16:1)

B.  The Disciples’ Service:
6.  In Mt. 20:25-28 Jesus reveals another use of the word “minister” (“diakonos”).

7.  Jesus said that the Gentiles sought dominion and authority over others, be He said that “it shall not 
 be so among you.”  

3.  He taught them the meaning of service via a personal example:  “Even as the Son of man came not be ministered (diakoneo) unto, but to minister
 
(diakoneo)…”

D.  Paul and Ministering To Others:
1.  -24-
2.  Paul stated that he hoped to visit the Roman Christians on his way to Spain, but that he was first going to Jerusalem to “minister” (diakoneo) to the saints there.

2.  Paul’s minister there involved delivering an offering to the impoverished Christians.

II.  DUTIES OF DEACONS:
6.  His Qualifications: 1 Tim. 3:7-13

1.  The lofty qualifications for the office of deacon implies spiritual responsibilities, not simply physical service in the church.

7.  These qualifications are second only to those of the Pastor and in many instances are very similar.

B.  His Service:

8.  Deacons may preach (like Stephen and Philip).

9.  Deacons should surely be soul-winners.
10.  Deacons must be Spirit-filled men able to deal with church needs and problems.
11.  Deacons should look after members needs, physical and spiritual.
12.  Deacons need to look after the finances of the church and set a giving example.
13.  Deacons should look after the buildings and grounds of the church.
14.  Deacons should advise the Pastor and counsel him in administration.
15.  Deacons should willingly and cheerfully assist the Pastor.
16.  Deacons should interview new members.
17.  Deacons should serve on a pulpit committee when needed.
-25-
CONCL:  Deacons should serve, but the Scriptures do not give deacons authority to
govern the church.  Deacons are ministers, not masters.  The deacons are not the 
“Board of Directors” with the Pastor as President of the Corp. who is accountable to the “board.”  The term “board” is a misnomer and totally unscriptural.  The Pastor is the “overseer” or superintendent of the local church ministry who rules the church based on the Word of God, not on personal whim.  Even the order of qualifications of Pastor before Deacons shows this distinction.  The deacons are to     to be a part of the “multitude of counselors” for the Pastor and servants to the church. 

