C.L.  Assurance                                                                                                 ASSURANCE

“SAFE AND SECURE FROM ALL ALARMS”
TEXT:  Romans 8:35-39
THESIS:  To show the absolute security of the believer and his relationship to Christ.

INTRO.:  A.  The world tells us that there are only two things we can be sure of:  death & taxes.  They are wrong.  We who are saved may escape death if the rapture occurs in our lifetime, and many people refuse to pay taxes – you can visit them in the penitentiary!  So is there really anything we can be absolutely certain of?  YES!  If you are saved, our text declares that NOTHING can “separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



   B.  In this world of total uncertainty believers have absolute assurance of Christ’s love which includes protection, provision, and the promise of arriving safely on heaven’s shore.  It is the only real guarantee we have in this life.   
ILLUS.:  Our spouse may desert us, our children may disappoint us, our friends may deceive us, and even our parents may disown us, but the Lord promises us He will never depart  from us.  He said “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”   Banks may fail, homes may burn down, cars end up in the junkyard, possessions disappear, and the government may fall, but our salvation is 100% secure!
TRANS.:  Romans 8 May be the most sublime and comprehensive chapter in the Bible.  If you are “down,” discouraged, or in despair, turn to this chapter.  It deals with our Comforter, the Holy Spirit;  places sufferings in this life in perspective; speaks of prayer when we can’t articulate our needs or desires;  contains the all encompassing promise of 8:28; takes us from eternity past into eternity future, and closes with this Divine declaration of the security of the believer in Christ’s love.
                 The Catholic Church teaches that the only certainty after death is purgatory, limbo, or hell.  The cultists don’t believe in an eternal state.  The neo-evangelicals aren’t sure of a literal heaven.  The denominations do not teach nor believe in the security of the believer for the most part.  Bible believers alone have the biblical view of the security of the saint.
I.  THE SPECTRE OF DEATH & THE SUFFERINGS OF LIFE THAT SEEK TO DEFEAT US:

A.  Death Holds No Fear For the Saint:



1.  Death is simply a “shadow” – not the reality it is for the unsaved.  Ps. 23

NOTE:  The term “shadow of death” is used 20 times in God’s Word.  It sometimes refers to the shadow that hangs over us during this present existence.  But for the believer it is used as a metaphor of something that has no reality and which should not be feared.


2.  Death’s stinger has been removed.

1 Corinthians 15:55   O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
ILLUS.:  The little girl watched her grandfather get stung by a bee.  He simply picked the bee off his arm and let it fly away.  She said “Grandpa, why didn’t you kill it?”  He said “It is harmless now.  It’s sting is gone.”  Death stung our Savior, and for all who trust in Him and His death, death has no more it can do to the believer.  

B.  Life’s Sufferings Cannot Rob the Believer:


1.  The myriad of troubles in this life are encompassed in v.35.



2.  The devil threw everything he had against Job, and Paul, but failed!
ILLUS.:  In the midst of all Job’s suffering and trouble, He said:  “that which I greatly feared is come upon me.”  Jo9b 3:25  Job is saying “I just knew this was going to happen.  I’ve been worrying about this for years…& now that it has happened, I have to suffer all over again.”  The doubter suffers twice.  The faith-ful person suffers once –  if things don’t work out.  Job suffered twice.  Instead of enjoying the good years, he doubted and feared.

TRANS:  Death is a conquered enemy, and nothing that life can throw at us can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus!
II.  THE SUPERNATURAL ENEMIES WHO SEEK TO DISCOURAGE US:

A.  The Powerful Angels Cannot Separate the Saint from His Savior:


1.  The good angels would not, and the bad angels cannot!

          2.  The good angels exist to do God’s will, and the wicked angels are reserved in chains 


awaiting judgment.
Jude 6   And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

B.  The Principalities & Powers Cannot Sever the Saint from His Savior:


1.  These powers are the legions of Satanic servants which would delight to drive a 



wedge between the believer and the bright and morning star, if God would allow it.



2.  Ephesians tells us that we “wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 




principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 



spiritual wickedness in high places.”




a.  The battle is very real, but these supernatural forces can only win temporary 




victories – the outcome of the war is certain;  they will not prevail!




b.  We are no match for these imps of hell, but “greater is He than is in us…” in fact, 



v.37 reminds us that “we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.”
TRANS.:  Even supernatural enemies have no power against the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus!
III.  THE ‘HEIGHT’ AND ‘DEPTH’ WHICH SEEK TO THREATEN US:

A.  Worldly Fame & Promotion:  “height”


1.  What position could the world offer us that could top the position we have in Christ?



2.  What promotion or prosperity in this world could excel the inheritance we have in 



Him or our future reign with Him?


B.  Worldly Failure & Problems:  “depth”



1.  No matter how little the believer has in this world, he still has the Spirit of God in-

               dwelling him, the Bible supporting him, heaven awaiting him, prayer strengthening 



him, and the Savior’s love motivating him.



2.  The Christians tossed to the lions in the Colliseum, the saints tortured on the racks of

               Rome in the Inquisition, the believers in concentration camps under the Nazis, and 



in gulags in Russia, and tiger cages in North Vietnam, or the disciples today where
               Ever they may be, prove this principle again and again.

QUOTE:  Matthew Henry:  Nor height, nor depth - neither the height of prosperity and preferment, nor the depth of adversity and disgrace; nothing from heaven above, no storms, no tempests; nothing on earth below, no rocks, no seas, no dungeons.
TRANS.:   Promotion or prison, fame or failure – neither can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus!
IV.   THE UNNAMED FOES WHICH MAY SEEK TO SEPARATE US:

A.  Formidable Foes Cannot Ailienate Us From Christ’s Love:



1.  Paul writes these sublime closing words to one of the most beautiful pieces of 




literature ever written.



2.  It is as if he is saying “Just in case I overlooked anything else which opposes God’s 

               great love, I add this P.S. “any other creature.”
ILLUS.:  The security of the believer in this world and the next is inextricably tied to the “love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  The hymn writer beautifully expressed this truth in the song “The Love of God”:  

                 “Could we with ink the ocean fill, And were the skies of parchment made;
                   Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every man a scribe by trade;

                   To write the love of God above  Would drain the oceans dry;

                   Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Tho stretched from sky to sky.

                   Oh, love of God, how rich and pure!  How measureless and strong!

                   It shall forever more endure – The saints’ and angels’ song.”

               Not even unnamed foes – demonic creatures, infernal, internal, or external – can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

CONCL.:  Discouraged Christian friend remember the majestic Scripture we have expounded today.  God says NOTHING can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  What a Savior!!!

               Unsaved friend remember that Jesus went to the Cross for you because of His great love; that “even while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  What a Savior – what great love.  Trust Him today.
