“WHAT WILL THIS YEAR BRING TO YOU?”

TEXT:  2 Cor.1:3-7  Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

INTRO.:  A.  What surprises await you in this year?  Some will no doubt be surprising positive blessings, but others will no doubt be surprising negative hurts.  But there will be nothing coming into your life as a believer which will surprise God.  He has already seen the year ahead and all it holds for you. 
               B.  Paul here focuses on both the negative & the positive.  He speaks much about suffering and much about comfort.  (We don’t need comfort for blessings!)  There are 10 words for suffering in Greek.  Paul uses 5 in this letter (affliction, tribulation, trial, suffering and pain).  But in these 5 verses he uses the word “comfort” or “consolation” (same root) 10 times!  The word “comfort” in English comes from 2 Latin words, meaning “with strength.”  The Greek word “parakletos” means “to come alongside to help.”  God doesn’t come alongside us with sympathy to weaken us, but with comfort to strengthen us.  God doesn’t just pat us on the head & give us a lollipop or try to distract us from our troubles.  He provides the strength to get us through.
               C.  There are 3 basic ways to handle suffering:
1.  Everything depends on FATE:  solution? Give up.
2.  Everything depends on US:  solution?  Give in.
3.  Everything depends on GOD:  solution?  Give praise (what Paul does in v.3).  He had been through tremendous suf-fering between the 1st & 2nd letter to Corinth.  He writes them to be a blessing and an encouragement.  This is one of the great passages in the Bible on comfort.

TRANS.:  “WHAT WILL THE NEW YEAR BRING TO YOU?”  It will bring…  

I.   GOD’S MINISTRY OF COMFORT:  v.3
NOTE:  Paul begins His letter with this great statement of praise for all the Lord has done to comfort Him in the trials he has recently experienced.  He also uses it to launch his exhortation to the believers in Corinth and beyond to us, who are also experiencing trials or will soon do so.  “Blessed be God...the God of all comfort.”

A.  The Father:  v.3  “the God of all comfort…”



1.  The word “Father” in Israel conveys the concept of originator, or source.
         2.  Paul, thinking as a Jew, uses the term here in this way, as well as an term of

              endearment. 

Psalm 103:13-14  Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.  For He knoweth our frame;  He remembereth that we are dust.

B.  The Son:  

1 John 2:1  My little children…we have an advocate  (parakletos) with the Father, even Jesus Christ the righteous.   (intercessor, consoler, comforter)

C.  The Spirit:

John 14:26a  But the Comforter (parakletos), which is the Holy Ghost…

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT:  In every Divine act all three members of the Godhead have a part, though not always an equal part.  (In this case, all 3 are considered Comforters of believers.)

II.  OUR MINISTRY OF COMFORT:  v.4-7

A.  Our Enablement:  v.4



1.  The Source of all comfort is sufficient to provide comfort for us “in all our tribulation…”
2.  The comfort given to us is to be shared (as with any spiritual gift, comfort is not to be selfishly squandered).         “…that we may be able to comfort them”




a.  This verse implies that it will be the experience of every believer to have suffering.

b.  It also teaches that there is no suffering that cannot be eased by the comforting ministry of God as well as that of His children.

ILLUS.:  Here then is the great mystery of suffering revealed, at least partially, i.e., that we are permitted to go through sufferings to be a blessing to others who experience the same or similar sufferings.  Shallow indeed is the preacher who has not been through the fires of testing.  He will provide little comfort to his hurting flock.

B.  Our Experiences:  v.5,6



1.  The sufferings of Christ are supposed to be a natural part of the believer’s

              life.  v.5 



a.  We do not suffer to atone for others sins, only He can do that.

ILLUS.:  This is why it is foolish for people to be beaten & crucified to imitate Christ’s sufferings to either atone for their own sins or for others. 

b.  But we do experience some of the same types of sufferings, e.g., persecution for our beliefs, isolation from loved ones, afflictions because of convictions, and in some cases physical pain for our position.
Romans 8:16,17;  2 Tim.2:11,12;  1 Pet.4:12,13;  Phil 3:10,11
2.   This verse (5) speaks of the balance or equality between the sufferings of the saint and the comfort Christ 

imparts.

ILLUS.:  Just yesterday, while visiting Mrs. ____________in Jefferson Hospital, because of a broken neck and the pain she is enduring, she told my wife and myself that “I couldn’t go through all this without the Savior and my faith in Him.”
               People ask me how I continue to preach, visit, counsel, administrate, carry the load of the ministry, etc. while I am hurting physically.  My answer is v.5!   2 Cor.4:8-11

C.  Expectation:  v.7


1.  Our expectation for this year is “afflictions.”
ILLUS.:  Sometimes we suffer because of our sin – that is not what Paul is speaking of.  Sometimes we suffer because of neglect or stupidity (we neglect good health habits & we suffer physical pain or we neglect good spiritual health practices and we suffer emotional or psychological pain and spiritual deprivation) – that is not what Paul is speaking of.  What he is speaking of is suffering because of our stand for the Savior, being persecuted or punished because of witnessing for Him or being Christlike in an ungodly world.  It may mean being passed over for a promotion because of spiritual decisions or convictions which have alienated you from your employer or other employees.  It may mean isolation from family members or friends whose fellowship you once enjoyed and still desire. 
 1 Pet.4:12-16  (If you didn’t cause it, comfort is available.)  12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.  15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.  16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.



2.  Our expectation for 2002 is “consolation.”

a.  Our ministry is to take the comfort or consolation we receive and use it to be a blessing to others experiencing similar things.

              b.  The word “salvation” in this verse does not mean atonement for sins, but rather deliverance from the s




suffering because of the comfort we can provide out of our legacy of experience.

c.   Paul’s expectation for the readers of this epistle is that they will personally experience what he has already experienced;  that they will learn that whatever they have suffered for the cause of Christ will be recompensed   by an equal amount of consolation or comfort.

CONCL.:  Here are some comforting words for the New Year.  It doesn’t matter “WHAT THIS YEAR WILL BRING TO YOU” – He will not leave you comfortless.  Whether it is as personal as cancer or as im-
personal as a terrorist attack, there is comfort available for you.

