"TOHU WAW BOHU" or

"AIR SPEAKERS"
TEXT:  I Cor. 14:6-9

THESIS:  To contrast the valid use of spiritual gifts with the misuse of them.

INTRO:  A.  The title of this message is more an illustration of the message than a title.  It is a Hebrew phrase from Gen. 1:2, and translated means "without form and void."  Unless you know Hebrew it is meaningless to you.  That is exactly Paul's point in the passage before us.



B.  Paul is going to build an argument here which will contrast the valid and proper use of spiritual gifts with the abuse and misuse of supposed spiritual gifts.  It appears from the teaching so far in this chapter that whenever the plural "tongues" is used it refers to a known, intelligible human language, but when the singular "tongue" is used it is prefaced with the word "unknown" - supplied by the translators to differentiate it - and refers to a counterfeit gift or babbling.

I.  INSTRUCTION:  V. 6


A.  Unprofitable Communication:  v. 6a
"tongues..."

1. Paul says there is absolutely no profit it he were to show up and speak to them in

 languages which they could not comprehend.

2. Apparently the Corinthians were dabbling in babbling and didn't care whether other

understood their babbling or not, as long as it made them feel good.

QUOTE:  "It is nothing short of amazing how unbalanced a church and individual believers may become when one begins to major on men rather than Christ and to glory in gifts rather than in the Giver."  - W.Welsh




a.  Paul is speaking of known human languages here.

b. A point to be made is that it is the interpreter, not the speaker, of tongues who

profits or edifies the church.  cf. v. 5b
ILLUS:  In the legitimate use of tongues in Acts 2 men could understand what was being said in their native language.  When the crowd of Jews from different countries were assembled, then Peter addressed them in their common language, Hebrew.


B.  Profitable Communication:  v. 6b

1. Paul now gives the four legitimate means of profitable communication in the spiritual

     realm.




a.  Revelation:  any portion of divine truth made known directly by God.

NOTE:  God has only spoken directly to a very few men over the centuries, perhaps fewer than 100.  The formula of presentation of new revelation is usually "thus saith the Lord..."  It remains revelation whether it is spoken by the one who personally received it from God or by others who obtain it secondhand via the Scriptures.




b.  Knowledge:  supernatural insight into truth.




c.  Prophesy:  the utterance of revelation.




d.  Doctrine:  teaching the truth.

NOTE:  The imparting of doctrine is the highest task any teacher or preacher has been given and

the greatest need of any congregation.  It is not enough just to be motivated when we go to church, we should and must be given sound doctrine.  Churches built on motivational preaching/teaching build shallow believers who have nothing to fall back on when problems come or their faith is tested.

QUOTE:  Oliver Greene:  "Any person who delivers to an assembly a message that does not edify or profit the assembly, is definitely out of order...A Pastor should be very cautious in securing speakers for a missionary conf., a revival, a Bible conf., or for any special occasion where someone else fills his pulpit.  He should never allow any man in his pulpit until he knows the exact doctrine of that man, because the true Pastor is God's undershepherd and must at all cost keep the wolves out of the flock.  He will have to give an account to God for who he allows in his pulpit."

II.  ILLUSTRATIONS:  V. 7,8


A.  Music:  Noise vs. Notes  v. 7



1.  Paul illus. his thesis here by using musical instruments; the pipe (wind instruments) and



the harp (stringed instruments).



2.  Paul compares speech produced in a language not known by the hearers with the noise



of an instrument where no real music or harmony is evident.

ILLUS:  When a pianist or organist plays "The Old Rugged Cross" it is a blessing.  When someone like myself bangs on the keys it is just noise and grates on our ears.  Paul's point is that if someone gets up in a church and speaks in a language which is unknown to the hearers it is just noise or if someone speaks in "an unknown tongue" (babel) it is a waste of time.


B.  Military:  Rally or Retreat  v. 8



1.  The word "uncertain" means indistinct or undistinguishable.

2. Certain sounds on the battle trumpet signified "attack"; others "retreat"...if they could

not be understood clearly chaos would result.

ILLUS:  Picture the scene on the battle field where half the troops are advancing and the other half are retreating.  As he states in v. 33 "God is not the author of confusion" and in v. 40 "Let all things be done decently and in order."

III.  IMPLICATION:  V. 9


A.  Simple Communication:  v. 9a



1.  "So likewise ye..." brings Paul to the conclusion and application of his argument.

2.  Neither human languages unknown to the hearers or babbling is profitable to the

church.

NOTE:  The word "tongue" here means the physical organ in the mouth, not a language.  This

statement is a severe reprimand to those in Corinth who gloried in the sound of tongues

instead of the clarity of the communication.



3.  A preacher or teacher must be understood!

NOTE:  Paul is saying that tongues merely make a sound in the hearer's ears, but revelation, etc. convey a meaning which is understandable.



Messages and lessons should never be delivered to impress the listeners, but rather to

edify, encourage, and strengthen them.  Jesus, the greatest of all communicators of spiritual truth, used simple words and ideas in His sermons like “water…bread…light…sparrows… lilies…seed…servant”, etc.  No one needed a dictionary when they came to hear Him speak.


B.  Strange Communication:  v. 9b

1. Those who speak in a tongue unknown to the hearer "speak into the air..." i.e., they

become "AIR SPEAKERS!"

ILLUS:  They are like the person portrayed in the children's song which uses the hands to make

various gestures to teach a fly how to swim, to teach a worm how to hop, or to tickle the air!

2. Any real messenger of God has a resp. to speak to the hearer’s profit and edification.

cf. Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, Peter and Paul.

CONCL:  The preacher who tries to impress his hearers with the "original Greek or Hebrew" is an "AIR SPEAKER" unless his hearers know those languages or he carefully translates that Greek or Hebrew.  No Bible preacher ever referred to some obscure language to get God's message across.  They searched for ways and means to make the message understandable. The true gifts of the Spirit are designed to communicate, not confuse.

"BAN BABBLING!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:10-14

THESIS:  To show that the church only receives edification if what is spoken is comprehensible.

INTRO:  A.  Dr. Hugh Pyle writes in his book "The Truth About Tongues":  "Some of the discussions and testimonies on the 700 Club and other charismatic broadcasts appear so shallow and absurd as to be ludicrous...One woman was rejoicing that her cat had been healed...  (another) told of a praying parakeet!"  (Others speak of laying hands on washing machines for healing and teeth being miraculously filled.)

QUOTE:  "The tongues movement is an epidemic which rages over disturbed humanity.  An indication of this is that heathen and Christians, possessed people and tribal dancers, witch doctors and spiritists can all speak in tongues.  It is an expression of a delirious condition thru which a breaking in of demonic powers manifests itself (I Tim. 4:1)."  Dr. Koch



B.  In our text Paul says "BAN BABBLING!"  His point is that if you can't understand it, forget it; don't open your mouth unless someone will be blessed by what you speak...

I.  LANGUAGE IS FOR COMMUNICATION:  V. 10,11


A.  Sense Not Just Sound:  v. 10



1.  The word "voices" here goes beyond human languages to any kind of sound.



2.  Paul says that each "voice" has a "signification" or meaning, properly interpreted.


B.  To Edify Not Mystify:  v. 11

1. Without accurate interpretation or understanding there is no benefit.

2. Human language, when interpreted or understood, benefits the hearers, but babbling

or speaking something mysteriously, does not.

ILLUS:  Have someone QUOTE John 3:16 in another language without interpretation.  It becomes babbling, even though it IS a real language.  Speak some gibberish...gibberish is always babbling because it can neither be understood nor interpreted.

3. Paul emphasizes how foolish it would be if he and another person spoke in a foreign

 tongue or a babbling sound; i.e. they would seem like Barbarians to each other.

ILLUS:  The "unknown tongue" of the Corinthian, which was such a matter of pride to them, was the means of making them nothing more than Barbarians.  A Barbarian to a Greek was not only an illiterate person but one who was crude and uncivilized.



The problem began at Babel.  Babel was reversed at Pentecost.  The Corinthians, with their "unknown" tongues, were simply babbling and it was neither a blessing or benefit to themselves nor to others.  In heaven the problem of language barrier will be broken.  (We will all speak Ukrainian!)(
II.  SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE FOR EDIFICATION:  V. 12


A.  Zeal Is Not Enough:

1.  Earlier (v. 1) Paul had exhorted them to "desire spiritual gifts" and they apparently were zealous in this pursuit.



2.  Now he reminds them that zeal, even in a good direction, is insufficient.

ILLUS:  The Charismatics are zealous, but sometimes it leads to tragedy.  Often we hear of the zealous, but dead, snake handlers in the mountains of W. Va., Tenn., etc. who desire to prove Mark 16:17,18 is for the church today.  They are zealous to show that tongues-talking, poison-sipping and snake-handling is reasonable proof of their faith, but rattlers are hard to reason with!


B.  Edification Is Spiritual:

1. True spirituality is not measured by foolish acts, or by disengaging the brain from the

spirit.

2. True spirituality is promoted and real growth occurs when we "excel to the edifying of

the church."

ILLUS:  The Catholic Church wants you to deposit your brain at the door of the church before entering and simply accept whatever it teaches, e.g., that the wafer of communion becomes the literal body and blood of Christ.  The Charismatics believe they have had a spiritual experience if they roll on the floor, get "slain in the Spirit" or "dance in the Spirit" or speak in tongues...none of which is biblical or logical or edifying.  The Cultists want you to surrender your mind, will, and body to them.

3. If a believer is to be zealous in the pursuit of anything it is to try to build up others in

the church; every true spiritual gift does that.

III.  THE UNKNOWN TONGUE LACKS INTERPRETATION:  V. 13,14


A.  Conclusion:  v. 13
"Wherefore..."



1.  He has laid the foundation of his argument, now he concludes.



2.  Paul is saying that if you really wish to be zealous in the pursuit of some truly spiritual



ministry, pray for interpretation.

ILLUS:  A Catholic student, disenchanted withthe Catholic church, attended a Pentecostal meeting.  When told to seek the gift of "tongues" he deliberately said a few words in Latin. The Pentecostals were delighted and told him he had spoken in tongues and they would interpret.  Their "interpretation" was not what he had said at all and he saw them for the phonies they were.

QUOTE:  Hugh Pyle:  "A successful businessman who began to speak in tongues was told that he was speaking Chinese.  Believing this, he gave up his lucrative business and decided to go to China with the Gospel, but once there to his dismay he found he was only making unintelligible sounds.  p. 66,67


B.  Confusion:  v. 14

1. "Ecstatic utterances" or "glossalalia" or the "unknown tongue" may be exhilarating to

the person doing it but "unfruitful" to others.

2. Paul is not suggesting that he does that which he warns about here he is only speaking

     in terms of general possibility.



3.  The practice of "the unknown tongue" directly denies the premise of Paul's argument.




a.  Paul is condemning, not encouraging, the practice.




b.  Paul is asking, “how can I (or anyone) edify the church if I practice babbling in

private?”




c.  Paul says even he would fail to profit if his understanding is bypassed.

CONCL:  Whatever the believer does he is to do to the glory of God and the edification of other

believers.  If you have a genuine spiritual gift, you should be using it.  We should "BAN BABBLING" and anything else which fails to meet this two-fold criteria.

"DA HEAD BONE CONNECTED TO DA HEART BONE"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:15-17

THESIS:  To show that all forms of worship must include the mind but not exclude the will or

the emotions.

INTRO:  A.  The subject of the chapter is the use and abuse of spiritual gifts; especially tongues. "Tongues" are known human languages and God bypassed the educational procedure in learning languages on some special occasions and gave the ability to speak in those languages so that unbelieving Jews would give credence to the speakers authenticity.  "An unknown tongue" was simply babbling which involved the emotion but bypassed the intellect.  It was not a legitimate spiritual gift.



B.  To drive home his point that any and all speaking is useless if the intellect is bypassed

Paul uses himself ("I" v. 15), those who used an "unknown tongue" ("thou" v. 16) and others  ("the unlearned...the other" v. 16b, v. 17).  Paul says in effect that "DA HEAD BONE MUST BE CONNECTED TO DA HEART BONE" for any profit or edification to occur.

I.  INTELLIGENT (SPIRITUAL) WORSHIP:  V. 15


A.  Emotion (Heart/Spirit):



1.  The term "spirit" here suggests a deep, emotional, spiritual exercise.



2.  Paul introduces two legitimate forms of worship expression:  prayer and praise.

3. He says that when I engage in legitimate spiritual worship, whether in prayer or

singing (praise), I must not bypass the mind.

ILLUS:  The charismatic inclination of "letting the mind go blank" and giving oneself over completely to whatever happens, without screening the experience with the intellect, is dangerous.  The demons just wait for such a condition so they can penetrate our defense system and use us and defile us and degrade our worship and our Savior.

QUOTE:  Bob Wells, "All The Bible Says About Tongues," p. 95:  "Anyone reading or hearing the instructions...given by charismatics to those who want to know how to receive the gift of tongues should be able to recognize how ridiculous the whole matter is.  For example, one tongues-speaking leader gave these directions:  'Raise your hands and your eyes to Heaven and begin speaking words, sounds, syllables, and keep it up faster, faster, faster, louder, words, more words, faster, faster, and it has happened!  You have received the baptism of the Holy Ghost!'  (Sometimes) they are taught to imitate the leader in saying 'ah-bah, ah-bah, beta," while the leader shakes the seeker's lower jaw to loosen it so the gift will come."


B.  Enlightenment (Mind/Intellect):

1.  Paul says all true spiritual worship must include the mind and intellect; "...with

the understanding also."

2.  Paul warns never to put your mind in neutral; be sure in prayer or praise, we

are careful to know what we are saying or singing.

NOTE:  All too often prayers are offered without thought with repetitious phraseology or

emotional jargon and songs are chosen and sung on the basis of attractive tunes or melody rather than sound theology.

II.  UNINTELLIGIBLE (SPURIOUS) WORSHIP:  V. 16


A.  Ecstasy:



1.  The word "bless" simply means to offer praise to God.

2.  Here the worshipper is attempting to praise the Lord or pray without engaging the

intellect and speaks in "an unknown tongue."

ILLUS:  The Charismatics call this "ecstatic utterances" or "glossalalia".  Peter Ruckman says he pulled into a gas station and some hippie types with their guitars, started passing out tracts.


They came to him and asked him if he spoke in tongues.  He said "Yes I do" and he QUOTEd some Script. in Hebrew to them.  He said one girl got clapping and saying "He's got it! He's got it!" Pitiful.  (P.S.  The reason why the Jesus Freaks, Hippie "Christians" fizzled was because they wanted the Lord AND their rock music!  No man can serve two masters!)

QUOTE:  "Left to its own ecstatic freedom the spirit may soar and shine, but the flight is in loneliness and the resplendency unwitnessed."  -Unknown


B.  Endorsement:



1.  Now Paul speaks of the "unlearned" or "the other" (v. 17); the one who witnesses the

ecstasy of the tongues speaker and his unintelligible "worship".

2.  This "unlearned" person may be an unsaved visitor or a young convert or just a person

who cannot understand the gibberish.

3.  He will not be able to "Amen" the one who is praying or praising in this "unknown

tongue" because he cannot interpret what he has heard.

ILLUS:  Apparently the early churches were in the habit of saying "Amen" to endorse or confirm what the worshippers or preachers were saying.  One writer in the post-apostolic church wrote that "the sound of the loud unanimous 'Amen' of early Christian congregations was like the echo of distant thunder."



Paul is writing against both unbridled emotionalism and cold formalism.  He says that "DA HEAD BONE MUST BE CONNECTED TO DA HEART BONE!"  Both emotions and intellect have their proper place in spiritual worship.

III.  UNEDIFYING (VS. STRENGTHENING) WORSHIP:  V. 17


A.  Exaltation:

1. Paul lets the believers in Corinth know that he is not against praising God, if the

speaker is controlled by the Holy Spirit and not acting in the energy of the flesh for his own satisfaction.

2.  Selfishness is not a hallmark of spiritual worship.


B.  Edification:



1.  Paul again reminds the Corinthians (and us) of the cardinal point of this entire chapter

and his ongoing argument; that all worship must edify or build up or strengthen others.

2.  The use of any gift is never to be selfish or self-serving but for the purpose of ministering to others and encouraging them.

NOTE:  If we are not building up we are tearing down, if we are not strengthening we are weakening, if we are not serving we are sitting.  Many otherwise fine Christians are not involved in any genuine MINISTRY of helping others.  They want to be fed, pampered and comforted but they in turn never feed, pamper or comfort others.  How selfish!  That is not worship.

CONCL:  All true, biblical and genuinely spiritual worship involves the heart as well as the head. Cold, dead, lifeless churches which only appeal to the intellect commit spiritual suicide.  A church must be both doctrinally sound as well as zealous to build up or edify others.  Our worship must be from both the heart as well as the head.  "DA HEAD BONE MUST BE CONNECTED TO DA HEART BONE!"

"WHEN LESS IS MORE"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:18-20

THESIS:  To show that fewer intelligible words are better than many unintelligible words and that a little understanding is greater than a lot of malice.

INTRO:  A.  A glass of water is more valuable than $10,000 to a thirsty man.  A sandwich is of greater value than all the gold in the world to a man dying of hunger.  A safe shack is more precious than a palace under siege.

ILLUS:  Ask the Bosnians if they would prefer safety or shekels; protection over power; food or jewels; warmth or fashion's finery.


B.  Paul is about to show some marked contrasts to drive home his thesis of under-

standing over confusion (speaking in an unknown tongue or even a legitimate human


language vs. teaching which can be comprehended and thus a blessing).

NOTE:  Some Christians seem to prefer emotions over edification; excitement over service. They seem to always be looking for something MORE when they already have a church which preaches and teaches sound doctrine, emphasizes soul-winning, and trains Christians.  In the spirit of the Laodicean age they are always looking for the easier path, the glitz and glitter of "TV Christianity" or goo and gush of Charismatic Christianity.

I.  A PERSONAL TESTIMONY:  V. 18


A.  Praise:



1.  In the spirit of true, biblical Christianity, Paul knows how to praise the Lord for what

God has given him, not complain for what he doesn't have.

2.  Paul has had to lose family, friends, position, status, and prosperity since becoming a

Christian, but realizes that "LESS IS MORE".

ILLUS:  Paul is thanking God that even though he doesn't manifest the showy kind of Christianity of the Corinthians, he is thankful that what he has came from the Lord.  "Every good and perfect gift cometh from above..."


B.  Proficiency:



1.  Paul praises God for his intellectual ability in being able to master many languages.

ILLUS:  Some believe that Paul is talking about "speaking in tongues" like the Corinthians or the Charismatics.  In fact, he is disparaging what they do and praising God for what God has enabled him to do.  He spoke at least 3 languages:  Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic.  There is no record of Paul speaking in "tongues" as the disciples did at Pentecost, nor was there any need to.  He was the Apostle to the Gentiles, not the Jews.  cf. v. 21-22
QUOTE:  Wells quoting Zodhiates:  "When Paul speaks of his own ability to speak with tongues, he does not mean unintelligible utterances but known languages.  We must conclude that whenever known intelligible languages are meant Paul uses the plural form, 'tongues,' not 'a tongue'."



2.  Paul's tongues-speaking ability was learned, not supernaturally imparted as a

"sign-gift".

ILLUS:  Jimmy Swaggart in his booklet, "Is Speaking in Tongues Scriptural and Relevant to This Day and Age?" says:  "Yes, we do teach and preach that every recipient of the Holy Spirit, without exception, speaks with other tongues as he is baptized in the Holy Spirit.  I think Acts 2:4 pretty well confirms this."  But Acts 2:4 says "And they were all FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, and began to speak with other tongues..."  Nothing about being "baptized in the Holy Spirit here.



In Acts 2:41 and 42, 3000 get saved and baptized in water...no tongues.



In Acts 4:8, Peter is filled with Holy Ghost...no tongues.



In Acts 4:31, "all were filled with the Holy Ghost"...no tongues.



In Acts 4:4, 5000 men saved...no tongues.



In Acts 9:17, Paul saved and baptized in water...no tongues.



In Acts 8:36 and 37, Ethiopian eunuch saved and baptized...no tongues.



In Acts 9:17, Paul filled with Spirit...no tongues.



In Acts 13:9, Paul filled with Spirit...no tongues.



In Acts 19:4, John's disciples spoke in tongues when baptized in water.



Time would fail to tell of all the other conversions and fillings in the NEW TESTAMENT where nothing is mentioned about being filled or baptized in the Holy Ghost and no one spoke in tongues!

II.  A PERTINENT PRINCIPLE:  V. 19


A.  Example:



1.  Paul says "LESS IS BETTER" when speaking in the church.



2.  Here is the 5 vs. 10,000 word principle of edification.



3.  Five intelligible words are better than 10,000 unintelligible words.

NOTE:  Paul uses the grammatical tool of exaggeration here to prove his point.  He also uses himself as the one in the illustration, since it was possible for him to speak in several languages which his hearers were not fluent in and thus would not profit from.


B.  Edification:



1.  The emphasis here is on teaching...doctrine.

ILLUS:  In an article in the Plains Baptist Challenger, 11/93 by Dean Robinson he writes of a 3/4 page ad that ran in the local newspaper announcing the "Friendship Bible Study" (as mgeneric and non-offensive as possible), which stated "the Bible is central" but "there are no lectures or sermons" that it would be "non-threatening" and "churches and church doctrines are not brought into the discussion.  In this manner the focus is entirely on the message of the Bible writer."  It is IMPOSSIBLE to have a Bible study without mentioning doctrine.  You cannot teach without teaching doctrine.  What would you teach?  The Bible is profitable "...for doctrine"!  You cannot preach Christ without doctrine...the doctrine of salvation.  Paul said: "Preach the Word...withall longsuffering and DOCTRINE...!"  Someone observed that "our religion boom today is a little like cotton candy and bubble gum.  It seems big and beautiful until you get your teeth into it and find it dissolves into nothing more than a sticky mess."  "I'm afraid the pulpits of many churches today have become places of entertainment where tear jerking stories, interesting illustrations and comical jokes are told instead of being the place where sound doctrine is taught and preached.  God's preachers must come back to preaching doctrine; anything else is just religious speechmaking."  Paul said:  "Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to DOCTRINE..." and he told Titus "speak thou the things which become sound DOCTRINE."



2.  Paul says if you cannot be understood, sit down and shut up!



3.  Paul says if edification is not the object and result, don't speak.

III.  A POINTED REBUKE:  V. 20

NOTE:  Someone suggested that Paul's style here is reminiscent of the old proverb of a hand of steel covered by a glove of velvet.


A.  Babes In Malice:



1.  Paul is charging these Corinthians with spiritual immaturity as to their understanding.

2.  He says if you want to remain babies or children in anything, let it be in attitude i.e.,

without malice.

ILLUS:  A preacher from the past, George MacDonald, in a Christmas sermon admonished that if we are growing old and cunning we must become a child again; if we are growing old and selfish we must become a child again or old and distrustful or petty or weak, we must become children again.  Paul says there is one area especially where we need to be childlike again...in malice.  Christ could be angry without malice, chasten without malice, rebuke without malice.  We need his balance.  We can be true to the Bible and our convictions without malice.  We can stand firm and preach against sin without malice.  In malice we do not need to grow up.


B.  Men In Mind:



1.  Where every Christian needs maturity is in understanding.



2.  Paul is rebuking the believers in Corinth (and us) who are lacking in skills of

discernment, comprehension and application of truth.




a.  The Corinthians were still babbling like babies in their "unknown tongues."




b.  They were creating division due to their lack of unity, petty squabbling,

carnality, failure to exercise church discipline, marital confusion, lack of

conviction (re:  meats offered to idols), confusion over the Lord's table, male female standards, and the sign-gifts.

c.  In all these areas they were acting like babies instead of men.

CONCL:  "MORE IS LESS" if we just speak "hot air" instead of sound doctrine.  If someone is not being blessed, helped, or strengthened we have ceased ministering and we might just as well be speaking in "an unknown tongue."  "MORE IS LESS" if we do anything withmalice.  "LESS IS MORE" when we seek to edify and strengthen each other by ministering to each other.

"TONGUES IN CHECK"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:21-22

THESIS:  To set forth the principles which God placed in His Word to regulate the gift of tongues and to condemn the misuse of the gift.

INTRO:  A.  The Tongues Tide has swept beyond the barriers of the Pentecostal Movement and has inundated the main-line denominational churches and even Catholicism and has now formed what is known as the Charismatic Movement.



B.  Charismatic churches are often the largest in the community.  Part of the reason for

this surge is due to a desire for the experiential and emotional rather than the doctrinal and intellectual.  To get swept along in an emotional experience is easier than the discipline of studying to show oneself approved unto God and being a "WORKMAN".

TRANS:  God has set forth in I Cor. 14 some principles to regulate the gift of tongues and to keep "TONGUES IN CHECK".

I.  THE PROPHECY:  V. 21


A.  The Purpose for Tongues:



1.  Communication:  One primary purpose for the gift of tongues was to communicate the



     Gospel to unbelieving Jews.




a.  For over 400 years there had been no prophet nor any written revelation from

God till John the Baptist and Jesus showed up.

b.  Now to authenticate the Messiahship and the messengers who preach of Him,

God gave this supernatural gift of speaking in unlearned languages.

c.  As on the Day of Pentecost this had the effect of gathering Jews together to hear the Apostolic message.



2.  Confirmation:  Since Jews were "sign-seekers" tongues would confirm to them His

     wonderful message with signs.

Mark 16:20:


And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.  Amen.

Heb. 2:3-4:


3)  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

4)  God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 

and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?


B.  The Prophecy Concerning Tongues:

Is. 28:11:


For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

1.  The Apostles did not have the NEW TESTAMENT which we do, but they did have the Old Testament so God gave them sign-gifts which confirmed the OLD TESTAMENT prophecies.

2.  Whenever the gift of tongues was exercised scripturally Jews were present.




a.  In Acts 2 the entire audience was Jewish, from many different homelands.

b.  In Acts 10 Peter and his associates (Jews) took the Gospel to Gentiles for the

first time.

c.  In Acts 19 Paul encounters 12 Jewish disciples of John the Baptist.

NOTE:  Acts is a transitional book which takes us from Israel to the Church and we are not surprised to find things in Acts which no longer apply to us.  Signs (tongues), wonders and miracles abound in Acts which no longer take place.  When the NEW TESTAMENT was completed there was no longer a need for them.

II.  THE PRINCIPLES:  V. 22


A.  Principle #1:  Unbelieving Jews  v. 22

NOTE:  If no sign-seeking, unbelieving Jews are present then the gift of tongues is inappropriate and unscriptural.  The gift of prophesy is for believing Jews and Gentiles of the Apostolic age.


B.  Principle #2:  Maturity  v. 20



1.  Immed. upon rebuking the Corinthians:  "...be not children..." Paul adds, "In the Law it



is written..."  v. 21
2.  He is speaking of their arrested spiritual development due to a failure to study the

Word of God as good workmen.


C.  Principle #3:  Edification  v. 23,26



1.  Edification of others, not glorification of self, should be the purpose of any gift of the

believer.


D.  Principle #4:  Number and Order  v. 27,40

1.  Church services in the NEW TESTAMENT lasted from 3 - 6 hours and yet Paul says that only 2 or at the most 3 should be permitted to speak, and "that by course" or one after the other, not all at once.

2.  The principle is amplified in v. 40:  "decently and in order."

ILLUS:  By contrast, most Charismatic services are anything but orderly.  They are oftenchaotic and noisy.  Often many speak in tongues, etc.


E.  Principle #5:  Interpretation:  v. 27

1. Before one spoke in tongues he should determine whether someone was present who

could interpret before he spoke!

2.  Without interpretation there was no edification, so no one should speak.

QUOTE:  Hugh Pyle:  "Dr. J.B. Williams of BMM is a powerful preacher and has been a much used missionary in darkest Africa.  He has witnessed the heathen 'tongues-talking' on the mission field and the counterfeit charismatic 'tongues' of this country.  He says, 'The tongues groups use only 4 or 5 sounds of the 40 that can be made in English or the 300 of which the human voice box is capable.  It is impossible to communicate with only 5 sounds.  Those interpreters are as phony as a lead nickel!"  p.108,109 - Truth About Tongues


F.  Principle #6:  Silence  v. 34

1.  Speaking in tongues was a gift limited to men and there is no biblical instance of a

violation of this principle - except in the carnal Corinthian church.

2.  Paul does not say that women are not to teach, testify, or pray, but they cannot speak

in tongues.

I Tim. 2:12

But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.

NOTE:  It is clear that the prohibition in the above verse limits women to teaching other women or children, never men.


G.  Principle #7:  Priority  v. 39



1.  Prophecy, because of its ability to directly edify the believer, was always to have the

preeminence.

2.  Paul's statement "forbid not to speak with tongues" is written when the ability to speak



supernaturally in other languages was still possible for those who had the gift.

CONCL:  Here then is Paul's treatment of "TONGUES IN CHECK"!  Here is the biblical system to regulate this abused spiritual gift.  At no time does Paul even suggest that "babbling" is O.K.!  He is only speaking here of the legitimate gift of languages.  Christian, be a good "workman" and study God's Word before coming to any biblical conclusions or forming convictions.  Never allow experience to dictate your doctrine.  Doctrine must always be regulated by Script. Don't attempt shortcuts to spirituality.  There are none.

"BEWARE SPIRITUAL POLLUTION!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:23-25

THESIS:  To show the product of misused gifts vs. properly used gifts.

INTRO:  A.  God hates all disorder!  He hates disorder in the home, the school, the church, and

the state.  God is a God of order and design.  Anything He has created is marked by order. Man interjects disorder into God's order.  Pollution is man's product, not God's.  God created a perfect environment.  Man polluted it with sin.  God created a perfect home.  Man polluted it with rebellion.  God created a great nation.  Man polluted it withi dolatry.  God created orderly Govt.  Man polluted it with his own ideas.  God created the sexes.  Man polluted them With unisex.  God created the Church.  Man polluted it with confusion.  God created spiritual gifts.  Man polluted them thru misuse and abuse.



B.  Chaos, disorder, confusion, rebellion, idolatry...all are man's contribution to God's

creation in the home, the church, and the state.  Very early in the Church Age disorder and confusion infiltrated the church.  That is Paul's subject here.

I.  CONFUSION:  V. 23


A.  Conditions:



1.  Paul sets up a hypothetical situation here using what he sees as the potential result of

the disorder in the Corinthian church.

2.  He is about to contrast the benefits of the gift of prophesy (preaching God's

revelation), vs. the abuse of the gift of tongues.



3.  He begins with a sharp rebuke against the misuse of tongues.




a.  "The whole church..."

ILLUS:  Oh, blessed thought!  It was common for every believer in the early church to take seriously their commitment to the local assembly.  What would happen if "the whole church  (would) come together into one place" today?  What an impact we could have on the community!   Generally only about one half of the local church assembles at any given time in most situations today.  What a tragic testimony to a lost world!  What volumes that speaks of the half-hearted commitment of the luke-warm Laodicean church!




b.  Paul suggests that even if the whole body of believers had the legitimate gift of




tongues and exercised it, the result would be negative.

c.  He says the "unlearned" (immature believers) and the "unbelievers" (lost) would

simply be confused due to a lack of comprehension.

ILLUS:  Imagine the scene if everyone here tonight got up and spoke in a different language. Talk about confusion!  It all started back at Babel when man thought he knew more than God and refused to obey and populate the planet.  God messed up man's language so they could not get along and stay together any longer and the language barrier continues to be the greatest hindrance to unity since Babel.  "God didn't make them go against their will, He just made them willing to go..."


B.  Conclusion:  "Insane!"



1.  The young converts and the unbelievers concluded these people are a bunch of nuts!

ILLUS:  Perhaps the reason some do not get saved today when they visit a Gospel preaching church is because they sense the lack of unity and love for one another the believers have. Confusion never produces converts!



2.  What Paul is saying here is exactly the reaction of the unsaved on the day of

Pentecost!

Acts 2:13

Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

II.  CONVICTION:  V. 24


A.  The Message:



1.  Here Paul contrasts the effects of preaching God's Revelation vs. the misuse of the gift



of tongues.



2.  It is the message which convicts the sinner...God's message!  And that message must

be understood.


B.  The Ministry:



1.  Paul is saying that if all had the gift of prophesy and used it orderly, the result would be

conviction on the hearers.

NOTE:  From what Paul is saying here we may safely conclude that there can be an excess when

it comes to tongues, but no excess when it comes to prophecy!

2.  True Bible preaching is attested to and confirmed by the Holy Spirit and causes the sinner to see himself for what he really is.

3.  First there is impression and then introspection.

III.  CONFESSION:  V. 25


A.  Conversion:


1.  First comes conviction, then comes conversion.

NOTE:  There can be conviction without conversion, but there is no conversion without conviction!  Many are convicted who are not converted, but every person who is truly converted was first convicted.



2.  After conversion comes genuine worship.

NOTE:  There is no genuine worship without conversion.  Unsaved people have religious experiences and go thru some meaningless form of worship, but unless there is conviction and conversion there is no contrition ("...falling down on his face...") and there is no true worship.


B.  Conclusion:  "Impressive!"



1.  The testimony of the hearers is that "God is in you of a truth!"



2.  A true believer has some spiritual discernment immediately.

ILLUS:  The Spirit-given gift of tongues produced chaos and disorder when misused and not governed by the principles Paul laid down in this chapter.  The result was the exact opposite of the proper use of the gift of prophecy.  The genuine gift of prophecy involved a direct revelation from God and an accurate reporting of that revelation.  The Holy Spirit bore witness to the mes-sage and people were impressed and converted.

CONCL:  God's revelation is now contained in a Book.  We must handle it carefully and prayerfully.  Even a Spirit-given gift may be abused or misused.  God is not the Author of confusion.  Man pollutes God's gifts.  "BEWARE SPIRITUAL POLLUTION!"

"BLESSING OR BLABBING?"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:26-28

THESIS:  To point out that even legitimate spiritual gifts may be abused, mis-used and over-used.

INTRO:  A.  "Balance" is a key to everything in life and in the church.  As the wise man wrote everything has a proper time and place.

Eccl. 3:1  

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:



B.  In the Corinthian church it seemed that everyone had some spiritual gift and they all wanted to use them at once.  There was no order even in their church services.  Imagine the chaos of a church service where everyone had to teach, preach, sing, lead, and pray!  That is what was taking place in Corinth and Paul addresses the subject of "BLESSING OR BLABBING" and attempts to bring order out of chaos.

I.  DIVERSITY:  V. 26


A.  The Problem:



1.  Paul addresses them as "brethren" and this would identify him withthem.



2.  But there are time when even our "brethren" need rebuked.

3.  The words "come together" hark back to v. 23 and suggest the church assembling for a

service.



4.  In this setting chaos and confusion seemed to be the norm: "everyone of you..."

ILLUS:  The problem was the abuse and over-use of spiritual gifts.  In Corinth there was no shortage of people who wanted to have something to say in the church services.  Just the contrary.  Today we may have the opposite problem.  It is often difficult to get people to give a testimony, use their talents or gifts, sing, or even pray.

a. "A Psalm":  This would be a song, either from the book of Psalms or

something someone in the congregation had composed.

NOTE:  Singers should sing, not preach.  Preachers should preach, not sing!  That doesn't mean that a preacher with a gift for music should not use that gift, but that when it is time to sing, do that, and when it is time to preach, do that.

b. "A Doctrine":  This would have been the exposition of some doctrine brought

to the congregation thru the gift of prophecy, wisdom or revelation.

c. "A Tongue":  Here is some expression in another language of some truth to

turn people to Christ.




d.  "A Revelation":  This is some new truth from God.

ILLUS:  There is nothing wrong with any of these four gifts, nor their use.  It is the confusion that resulted when everyone wanted to speak in a given service and "show off" their gifts.  It

had apparently gotten so bad in this church that they were competing with each other and what could have been a blessing became merely blabbing!  All four gifts had to do with speech.


B.  The Principle:  v. 26b



1.  You can almost hear the sigh in Paul's voice as he again reminds them of the principle



of edification.



2.  Whatever is done in the church must be to strengthen and build up the body of

believers, not just done selfishly.

II.  DAMAGE-CONTROL:  V. 27


A.  The Problem:  v. 27a

1. If our view of the "unknown tongue" is correct, i.e. that it is babbling, not the

legitimate gift of tongues, this statement would be very sharp and somewhat sarcastic.

2. To eliminate the confusion prevalent within the Corinthian church, Paul lays down a

hard and fast rule, limiting those who had this "gift" to 2 or 3 per service.

3. Not only would he limit the number, but also the order, i.e., no one would be

permitted to speak while someone else was speaking.

ILLUS:  Even if this was the legitimate gift of tongues, there were other problems which we have already addressed, viz., no women would be permitted to speak, unbelieving Jews would have had to be present, etc.


B.  The Principle:  v. 27b



1.  Before anyone could speak it would have to be known that an interpreter was present.



2.  One interpreter for 2 or 3 speakers, was the rule.

QUOTE:  Oliver Greene:  "It is unscriptural, out of order, unchristian, and unkind for any person to stand up and begin speaking in a public meeting in the church while someone else isspeaking."

III.  DIRECTION:  V. 28

A. The Problem:  v. 28a



1.  Without an interpreter, no one should be permitted to speak.

2.  The reason is obvious, if there is no interpreter there would be no edification...it

would be blabbing not blessing!


B.  The Principle:  v. 28b

1. Everything in these 3 verses presupposes that someone must be in charge of the

services if these principles and prohibitions were to be enforced.



2.  To keep order, someone must regulate what is and what is not permitted.

3.  Outside the church he can babble all he pleases and the only 2 who will be subjected to

the babbling is the person himself and the Lord.

ILLUS:  Isn't it amazing what the Lord has to put up with?  Surely if something isn't a blessing to the church, it can't be much of a blessing to the Lord.  How much of what is done and said in the church should be left undone or unsaid?  What about in a business meeting?  What about after a service in the foyer?  Or in the car on the way home?  Paul's principle is simple; if it can't bless someone in the church, keep your mouth shut!  Or at least have the ethics and courtesy to keep it between you and the Lord.

NOTE:  This section clarifies our understanding of the nature of the sign gifts.  They were not just a sudden impartation of words but also a permanent ability to do something.  This explains how Paul can prescribe certain limitations on their use, which would be impossible if the person with a sign gift was suddenly overpowered by the Holy Spirit.  - Grosheide

CONCL:  "BLESSING OR BLABBING?"  That is the basic regulation on all that goes on in the local assembly.  Building up or tearing down?  Self-glory or God's glory?  This is the test of all we do as believers.  How are you doing?

"COMFORT OR CONFUSION IN THE CHURCH?"

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:29-33

THESIS:  To set forth biblical guidelines for church services.

INTRO:  A.  Several years ago when a televised baseball game went into extra innings one evening, NBC sportscaster Curt Gowdy announced:  " ‘The Tonight Show’ has been cancelled, the 'Tomorrow Show' will be seen later tonight ,and the 'Today Show' will be seen tomorrow."  Talk about confusion!



B.  Someone suggested that no one was more confused than Columbus.  He didn't know where he was going.  When he arrived he didn't know where he was.  And when he returned he didn't know where he had been.



C.  Confusion is sometimes humorous, but it is not funny in the church.  God is the great Author of order and is never the Author of confusion.  The Corinthian church was typified by confusion and chaos.  Paul writes to give them guidelines for church services to restore order.

TRANS:  Paul has already written about the abuse and misuse of tongues and now he writes to regulate the gift of prophecy or preaching.

I.  THE NUMBER OF PREACHERS:  V. 29,30


A.  The Gift of Prophecy:  v. 29a
"Let the prophets speak..."

1.  Prophecy has to do with preaching, but this sign-gift of prophecy was the communication of unwritten revelation; today preachers communicate what has already been written.

2.  As with the gift of tongues the gift of prophecy was apparently being abused and misused and chaos and confusion prevailed in the church services at Corinth.


B.  The Guidelines for Prophets:  v. 29b-30



1.  In any given service, no more than 3 preachers were permitted to speak; the same

restrictions that applied to tongues users.

NOTE:  Apparently the church services were interminably lengthy.  The hearers minds and bodies


were fatigued.  Not only that, but there were too many preachers who all tried to get their


revelation before the congregation and display their gift.

2.  In order to also keep false prophets from delivering some Satanic message or further

add to the confusion, others with the genuine gift of prophecy or the gift of discernment were to "judge" the message.

a.  No utterance of any preacher was to be given uncritical acceptance, but tested

by those who had the gift of discernment.

b.  Prophecy, like tongues, needed a complimentary gift, although it was understandable in itself.

ILLUS:  Churches or schools who bring in people to speak to present the opposite viewpoint which is unbiblical creates confusion!  False prophets and false doctrine has no place in any church service or on any Bible school campus.  To bring in an evolutionist, abortionist, homosexual, communist, or other radical to present their views is dangerous and stupid!



3.  New revelation was to give way to repetition of previous revelation.  v. 30
NOTE:  Of course this cannot happen today.  No one is receiving new truth!  Every believer may receive Holy Spirit illumination, but no believer may receive new revelation.

I Cor. 13:8-10:


8)  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9)  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10)  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

II.  THE CRITERIA FOR PREACHERS:  V. 31


A.  Education:

1.  Those who had the gift of prophecy would be permitted to speak under the previous

guidelines.

2.  But if what they had to say did not cause the church to profit intellectually it would be


obvious they did not have the gift or they were false prophets.


B.  Edification:

1.  There should be a balance in all preaching, i.e., it should educate and edify; it should

promote growth in grace and knowledge.

ILLUS:  Someone has wisely said:  "Never put your tongue into high gear while your mind is in

neutral."  This should apply to preachers!



2.  The word "comforted" has an expanded meaning:  to admonish, edify.

III.  THE CONTROLS ON PREACHERS:  V. 32,33


A.  Their Spirits:  v. 32

1.  Just as those speaking in tongues had the ability to keep silent when they chose, so it

is with prophecy.

2.  The gift was not an irresistible driving compulsion that comes upon a man.

ILLUS:  Several in the congregation might be endowed with the gift, but God would demand that they subject the exercise of that gift to opportunity, humility, and order in the service.


B.  The Holy Spirit:  v. 33



1.  The Holy Spirit of God is the dove of peace, not the raucous raven of confusion.



2.  Churches, while allowing for the freedom of the Spirit, are never to permit confusion

or chaos in a church service.

ILLUS:  Someone must always be "in charge" to regulate any church meeting and is responsible to not allow it to get out of hand.  Any meeting earmarked by chaos is definitely out of order...God's order...and should be declared so and dismissed till order can be restored.  Both extremes of stifling formality and unchecked informality are to be guarded against in the church.

CONCL:  While these verses deal primarily with the problems in Corinth and the supernatural sign-gift of prophecy, the principles apply to our church and to the regulation of preaching and order in services here.  The issue addressed is "COMFORT OR CONFUSION IN THE CHURCH?"  Let's be sure that we regulate the services and ministries in our church by these principles.

"AND IN CONCLUSION..."

TEXT:  I Cor. 14:34-40

THESIS:  Paul wraps up his arguments concerning the charismata or sign gifts and general

propriety and order in the church.

INTRO:  A.  Paul has given 3 entire chapters to the regulation of spiritual gifts.  He has set forth principles governing their use, admonitions concerning their abuse and several rebukes about their misuse.  He is now about to summarize and conclude this section.  He will give some final remarks about the place and position of women in the church, restate his Apostolic authority concerning his letter to the Corinthians, make a concluding statement about the gifts of tongues and prophecy and also state a Divine directive concerning propriety and order in church services.



B.  There are 2 chapters left to the book of I Cor., but Paul is concluding this section with

some pretty concise and even sharp statements, before getting into a much more pleasant area concerning the resurrection and closing with some statements about giving.

I.  ...CONCERNING WOMEN:  V. 34,35


A.  Silence:  v. 34



1.  The context deals with 2 sign gifts which both employ the tongue:  tongues and

prophecy.



2.  Women are never to exercise either of these two gifts in the church services.

ILLUS:  This is NOT a prohibition against all speaking in the church by women.  It deals specifically with the 2 gifts of tongues and preaching.  Paul has other limits on ladies which show that they are never to usurp authority over men.  Christ called 12 MEN to be His Apostles.  No woman authored a NEW TESTAMENT book.  Only MEN are to be pastor/teachers.  "If a MAN desire the office of a bishop...let HIM be the HUSBAND of one wife..."  I Tim. 3:1-2  It is clear that MEN are intended to lead the church.

QUOTE:  Lenski:  "The claim that the sexes are equal collides with the simple fact that God did not make them equal, and no amount of human claiming can remove or alter the divine fact."  (This is not a sexist statement, but a Scriptural statement!)


3.  Paul calls the "Law" as his authority to show this principle was also an OLD TESTAMENT rule.

ILLUS:  Thank God for the women leaders in the OLD TESTAMENT and the great ladies of the NEW TESTAMENT (Esther, Deborah, Mary, Martha, Lydia, and Priscilla)!  But God's order is always godly women under godly men.


B.  Submission:  v. 35



1.  This suggests that women are not automatons, dupes of religious quacks or are to be

kept in ignorance; they are to think, ask questions, understand, and act.

2.  Just as there are restrictions on men who would serve full time, there are restrictions

on women in public services.

3.  As men are to be in submission to God, women are to submit to their husbands.



4.  This rule also implies that the head of the house should not be an empty head.

ILLUS:  Husbands are to be spiritual leaders in their homes!  They are to provide leadership for


their wives and set the example and know the Scriptures.

II.  ...CONCERNING THE WORD:  V. 36-38


A.  Spiritual Conceit:  v. 36



1.  Here is a very sharp rebuke from the inspired pen of the Apostle.

2.  Paul suggests that their attitude implies that God's Word originated with them or that they thought that they alone had God's Word.


B.  Spiritual Discernment:  v. 37

1.  Paul says that the spiritual among them (apparently the minority), would readily

recognize the inspiration of his epistle.

2.  The Holy Spirit indwells every believer but He only illuminates the Scriptures to those


who are obedient students of the Word.


C.  Spiritual Ignorance:  v. 38

ILLUS:  This formula says that if a person refuses to be taught, he should be left to his own ignorance.  God will not force Himself on anyone.  Willful ignorance abandons the person to continued ignorance.

QUOTE:  Oliver Greene:  "Unwillingness to submit prevents the possibility of being instructed."

III.  ...CONCERNING GIFTS:  V. 39


A.  Prophecy:  v. 39a



1.  This verse simply underscores the principle of 14:1.



2.  The gift of prophecy should be earnestly sought after.

NOTE:  The word "covet" is a strong word (Greek:  zeloo) and gives us our word "zeal" or "zealous".  It suggests that if we are to be jealous over anyone with a spiritual gift, it should be the gift of preaching the Word.


B.  Tongues:  v. 39b



1.  "Forbid not to speak with tongues" is a weak statement in comparison with the first

½ of the verse.

2.  It simply says that as long as the gift of tongues was in operation, i.e., before the NEW TESTAMENT was completed, it should not be forbidden.

ILLUS:  We all tolerate and even enjoy a baby's first attempt at speech:  "ma-ma" "da-da" but we don't expect that child to continue to speak that way when he grows into a teen or adult.  cf. 13:11  We put up with it when it is legitimate, but grow impatient if he shows no growth or improvement and may correctly then forbid it.

IV.  …CONCERNING ORDER:  V. 40


A.  Order In the Church:



1.  The word "decently" means in a decorous manner, to have proper decorum in a

service.

2.  The word "order" is defined in Strong's Concordance as "regular arrangement, fixed

succession, official dignity".

QUOTE:  W. Wiersbe:  "A planned service is not an unspiritual service, for the same Spirit can lead in the planning beforehand just as He can in the actual service itself."

CONCL:  Everything in this concluding summary has to do with orderliness in services.  The place of women, the authority of God's Word, the proper order and priority of spiritual gifts, and the concluding statement in v. 40.  God demands order!  We need to submit and obey!  There is a time to pray and a time to witness.  There is a time to sing and a time to pray.  A time to preach and a time to refrain from preaching.

"JUST THE FACTS..."

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:1-4

THESIS:  To define the Gospel and begin an apologetic for the resurrection.

INTRO:  A.  Lenin's body continues to lie in a crystal casket in a tomb in Red Square in Moscow.  The inscription reads:  "He was the greatest leader of all peoples, of all countries, of all times.  He was the lord of the new humanity.  He was the savior of the world!"  On Jan.20, 1924 at 6:50 A.M. this "savior" died and he is still dead.



B.  In an art gallery in Glasgow a small boy was staring intently at a picture of the

crucifixion.  A man asked the boy what that picture was.  He said:  "Don't you know, mister? That's a picture of our Lord dying on the cross for our sins."  The man walked away and soon the little boy was tugging on his coat and said:  "Excuse me, mister, I forgot one thing.  He's not dead anymore.  He's alive!"  Therein lies the difference between our Savior and all others! His resurrection is the lifeblood of the Gospel.

TRANS:  Paul is about to give "JUST THE FACTS..." about the Gospel message...

I.  A SALVATIONAL MESSAGE:  V. 1-3a


A.  A Received Fact:  v. 1,2

1.  Paul states his assumption that the Corinthian Christians were sincere in their reception of the Gospel:  the "Good Message".

NOTE:  The word "gospel" is used as a noun (the message) and a verb (the proclamation of the message).  As a verb it is the active agent in salvation.



2.  Paul is saying that if a person's comprehension of the message does not include the

entire "gospel" message if falls short of saving faith.

ILLUS:  The Greeks did not believe in the resurrection of the dead and when Paul preached the Gospel at Athens they scorned him.  The Corinthians were Greek and he had apparently heard that they were doubting the resurrection.

Acts 17:32


And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked:  and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.



3.  Paul has examined their behavior in the previous chapters and now he will critique their


belief.

ILLUS:  As a man thinketh in his heart (belief) so is he (behavior).  Doctrine is the backbone of deportment.  Conviction controls conduct.  Their conduct was questionable, thus he now examines their convictions.


B.  A Revealed Fact:  v. 3

1.  The "Gospel" was a revelation granted to Paul, he was not an eyewitness to the

events...but the resurrected Christ did appear to him.

2.  Any message about spiritual things must not originate in our minds or hearts, but from


a revelation.


3.  The words "first of all" deals with the importance of the message, not the chronology.
II.  A SUBSTITUTIONAL DEATH:  V. 3b


A.  A  Historical Fact:



1.  The crucifixion is an indisputable fact of history.

2. All of the events surrounding it can be corroborated.


B.  A Prophetical Fact:

1.  The crux of the importance of this event is not that it happened, but why it happened...because God said it would!




a.  Paul states the fact of the crucifixion ("Christ died...").

b.  Paul declares the purpose of the crucifixion ("for our sins...").

c.  Paul gives the testimony of God for the crucifixion ("according to the

Scriptures").

2.  Being a death prophesied and pictured in the Scriptures lifts this event above the merely historical.

ILLUS:  Every slain lamb in the Levitical system of the OLD TESTAMENT pictured His death, the great prophetic passages concerning the suffering Messiah, like Is. 53 and Ps. 22 spoke of His subtitutional death.

II.  A SUBTERRESTRIAL BURIAL:  V. 4a


A.  A Historical Fact:



1.  Jesus was buried in Joseph's borrowed tomb.



2.  His burial was IN the earth, not UNDER the earth.


B.  A Prophetical Fact:



1.  The reason the words “according to the Scriptures” is omitted is because His burial is

only an interlude between His death and resurrection.

2.  The fact that His death was prophesied implied His burial.

3.  His burial is mentioned in all 4 Gospels and the burial of His dead body is a necessary

prelude to the empty tomb.

III.  A SCRIPTURAL RESURRECTION:  V. 4b


A.  A Historical Fact:



1.  It is one of the most witnessed events of all history, including over 500 people at one

time.  v. 6
2.  All other resurrections, also literal and historic, were but preludes to His resurrection

and established the possibility of res. with many witnesses.


B.  A Prophetical Fact:



1.  The Scapegoat, the two birds (one slain the other set free), the firstfruits, etc. all

pictured the resurrection.

2.  Noah "dying" and being "buried" in the flood and coming thru, Jonah in the whale 3 days and 3 nights both depict the resurrection.

QUOTE:  "In the Greek language the tense of the verb changes here from the past tense to the perfect - He hath been raised.  In the first two cases, the verb points to THE FACT of His death and burial; and here, the verb declares that Jesus Christ the risen One remains alive – that is He ever lives, He is alive to die no more.  The fact of His death and the fact of His burial point to a condition - dead; buried.  The truth of His bodily resurrection points to His present position - He sits at the right hand of God to make intercession, to mediate for us  (Heb. 1:1-3; I Tim. 2:5)."  -Oliver Greene

CONCL:  Here then are "JUST THE FACTS..." about the Gospel:  the death, burial and resurrection of our Savior.  Nothing more is needed, nothing less is efficacious.

"HE WAS SEEN..."

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:5-8

THESIS:  To present the eye-witnesses to the resurrected Christ.

INTRO:  A.  Apart from the resurrection of Christ you cannot explain the existence of the Church.  It would not have lasted a week if the truth of the resurrection had not revitalized that little group of disciples.  Immed. after Calvary and the death of their Master, they were about to separate; their fellowship was collapsing.  The birth and growth of the church is one powerful evidence that Christ arose!



B.  But Paul is not content with offering the Church and its testimony alone to substantiate

Christ's resurrection.  He will offer living proof, eyewitnesses to the living Christ.  These will be impeccable witnesses and powerful witnesses since they themselves needed convincing proof that He did indeed rise from the grave.  They too were skeptics till "HE WAS SEEN..."

TRANS:  In the Gospels, 10 appearances of the risen Savior are recorded.  Paul mentions only 3 of the 10, but he also mentions, 500 brethren, James, and himself who are not mentioned elsewhere.

I.  THE DENIER'S EYES SAW HIM:  V. 5a


A.  Poor Peter:

NOTE:  The word "seen" comes from the Greek word "opthee" from which we get the English words "optician, optometrist, etc.  It refers to what the physical eyes see.  It is not "appeared"

as in the new versions, which may suggest a vision or hallucination.  These were literal eyewitnesses!

1.  Peter had done what he swore he would never do:  deny and desert His Lord.

2.  Peter needed His forgiveness and proof of His resurrection more than any of the others.

3.  After first rewarding Mary Magdalene's love for Him the Savior blessed Peter's penitence by appearing to him.

QUES:  Have YOU denied Him?  He wants to forgive you too!

II.  THE DESERTER'S EYES SAW HIM:  V. 5b


A.  The Twelve:


1.  This term is a general term for the Apostles; Judas and Thomas were missing when

Christ first appeared in the Upper Room.

2.  They are no less guilty of denial and desertion than Peter; they too had sworn their allegiance to Him.

Mt. 26:35:


Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.Likewise also said all the disciples.

QUES:  How many times have YOU sworn your allegiance to Him, "rededicated" your life to Him, promised to be true to Him, confessed your sin to Him... only to go back on your commitment?

III.  THE DISCIPLES’ EYES SAW HIM:  V. 6


A.  A Thousand Eyes:



1.  How sad that after 3½ years of preaching, teaching, healing, working miracles, casting

out demons, and ministering to the multitudes that a mere 500 believers could assemble to witness His resurrection.

2.  Paul calls his "eyewitnesses" and reminds the Corinthians that "the greater part" are still


alive, if they would care to interrogate them.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "...it would have been dangerous for the Apostle to appeal to the survivors

of the 500 in a letter written to Corinth, where he had enemies who were in frequent communication with Jerusalem" if these were not credible witnesses.



3.  Paul also refers them to those who had "fallen asleep"; i.e., they could question the

 living witnesses about those who had died.

ILLUS:  The term "fallen asleep" is used of believers again and again in both the OLD TESTAMENT and NEW TESTAMENT When we sleep our bodies are cut off from our surroundings but our mind and soul is nonetheless alive and active.  So it is with the believer's body in death; his body rests awaiting its resurrection.

QUES:  Christ had difficulty maintaining a following during His earthly ministry and it says in Jn. 6:66 (!) that "many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him."  He even asked the twelve "Will ye also go away?"!  How many here today will be walking with the Lord and serving Him in 3 yrs., 10 yrs., or 20 yrs.?  "Will ye also go away?"

IV.  THE DOUBTER'S EYES SAW HIM:


A.  His Brother James:



1.  This appearance is not recorded in the Gospels, but is very significant.



2.  Jesus' own brothers in the flesh doubted He was the Messiah, the resurrection cured

James' doubts!

John 7:5:


For neither did his brethren believe in him.




a.  Whenever the question of identity arises the testimony of a close relative bears



the most weight.

b.  Thus after appearing to 500 "brethren" in the Spirit, he now appears to His

brother in the flesh.

ILLUS:  Isn't it significant that He doesn't appear to Mary, His mother in the flesh? Remember, on the Cross, Jesus severed his earthly relationship with Mary and gave her over to John.


B.  Thomas the Doubter:  "...all the Apostles"

1.  The ref. to "the twelve" above did not include Thomas, so He made another appear-ance specifically to correct Thomas' unbelief.

2.  After receiving power to preach, heal, raise the dead, cast out demons, and seeing Jesus Himself do these things and more, it is difficult to see how He could doubt...but he did.

QUES:  Were you raised in a Christian home?  Do you doubt?  Have you seen Him work in your life again and again?  Do you still doubt?

V.  THE DEFIANT'S EYES SAW HIM:  V. 8


A.  The Aborted One:

NOTE:  The Greek word here translated "one born out of due time" is the noun "ektroma" and is still used today for a miscarriage in Greece.



1.  Paul is the "Johnny-come-lately" of the Apostles.

2.  But the resurrected Savior appeared to Him nonetheless, and he felt he was prematurely born, i.e. a Jew born before the rest of the nation.

NOTE:  After the ascension Jesus was seen by 4 men:  Paul, Stephen, Peter, and John.



3.  This late comer had more impact on the world for the resurrected Savior than any

other single Apostle or Christian since.

QUES:  Paul saw himself as the "chief of sinners" and one who persecuted the church, but he

surrendered to the Lord and was mightily used of Him.  What's YOUR excuse?

CONCL:  "HE WAS SEEN..." by over 1000 eyes after His resurrection.  He has been accepted by millions of hearts since then.  What is important is what have we done SINCE our conversion?

"THE 'FUNDAMENTALIST' WHO GOT SAVED"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:9-11

THESIS:  To show the powerful effect of God's saving grace on the Apostle Paul.

INTRO:  A.  Paul was a "fundamentalist" before he got saved, i.e., he believed all the right doctrines.  He says of himself before he got saved:

Phil. 3:5-6

5)  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;

6)  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

B.  He was a good Jew, a patriotic citizen, he believed the Bible, he was a religious zealot, but he was lost.

ILLUS:  There is a danger in making the test of fundamentalism a simple matter of believing in the 5 major doctrines:  Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Blood Atonement, Resurrection, and Second Coming (or variations of these 5).  Being a fundamentalist means being born again, believing

the Bible and living it.

TRANS:  Paul was "THE 'FUNDAMENTALIST' WHO GOT SAVED"...

I.  FROM PERSECUTOR TO APOSTLE:  V. 9

NOTE:  Paul has spoken of the FACT of the resurrection and called up the eyewitnesses (v. 5-8), now he speaks of the POWER of the resurrection in the transformation of his life.


A.  Personal Humility:



1.  Honesty:  "the least of the apostles..."




a.  This statement has to do with his conduct, not his conversion; God's grace

overcame his conduct.

b.  Paul had nothing to do with his becoming an apostle or with becoming a believer.

c.  Paul is stating honestly that he was undeserving of his calling.

d.  With Paul we need to think less of who we are and more of what we are by the

grace of God.


2.  Contrition:  "I persecuted the church..."




a.  Paul never quite forgot his former opposition to the church.

NOTE:  The "church of God" is obviously more than a single local assembly.  This phrase deals with the "church" of "called out" believers from any area.




b.  It is possible that Paul the Apostle, as Saul the persecutor, was responsible for

the torture and death of numbers of saints, besides Stephen.

ILLUS:  It is possible to be forgiven, yet never forgive ourselves for our past.  Praise God, His grace is sufficient!!!  Put that guilt behind you.




c.  In Paul there is true humility and contrition, no mock modesty.




d.  He knew that he had been forgiven of much and was entrusted with 10 talents

rather than one talent, so was resp. for more.

II.  FROM DISGRACE TO GRACE:  V. 10a


A.  Positional Standing:



1.  Honor:  "by the grace of God I am what I am..."




a.  What a powerful statement...which could be applied to every bel.

ILLUS:  The woodpecker was pecking at a giant tree when lightning struck it.  The sparks flew, the tree splintered and fell and as the woodpecker flew away he looked back and said:  "Look what I did!"  The Apostle Paul looks back and says:  "Look what God did!"




b.  God takes the base things of this world and makes them valuable.

ILLUS:  Jewelers make exquisite jewelry from precious metals, but God makes His precious things from base metals.  He often selects the worst, not the best of men as the trophies of His grace.  Then He gets all the glory.

c.  Psychiatry makes self-knowledge the 1st requirement for liberating a man from crippling personality traits, but the Gospel of God's grace makes knowledge of

one's sin the prerequisite of repentance, forgiveness, and a new life in Christ.


NOTE:  We need to look back to what we were and praise God regularly for His grace which make us what we are.  Saving grace is love that flows down; love that stoops; the love of the Highest for the lowest."

III.  FROM PHARISEE TO PREACHER:  V. 10b,11


A.  Official Eminence:



1.  Diligence:  "His grace...was not in vain...I labored..."




a.  God's grace is humbling.

ILLUS:  When Jesus went to the synagogue everyone stood in awe as He read the Scriptures. But when he He made application and spoke of two historical events in Israel's history involving God's grace to a heathen widow (while passing over Jewish widows) and God's grace to a heathen soldier (while passing over many Jewish lepers), they attempted to murder Him! Why?  Because God's grace is not interested in nationality, ancestry, religion or morality. Grace transcends reason or tradition!  It sweeps man's measurements aside.




b.  Grace prompts service.  "was not in vain...I labored..."





1)  The principle here is "to whom much is given, much shall be required."

2)  In Paul this principle became a reality and he states that he "labored

     more abundantly than they all..."

NOTE:  This doesn't necessarily mean that Paul's work was greater than the other Apostles, but that he worked harder than them.  He knew he had been forgiven more so he felt a greater debt.  It was all made possible by the resurrection of Christ...for him!



2.  Modesty:  "yet not I..."

a. Paul quickly removes any concept of boasting and adds: "yet not I, but the 

grace of God which was with me."

b. Paul's was not the humanistic philosophy of Descartes, "I am, therefore God

is," but the biblical principle, "God is, therefore I am.  Furthermore I am what I

am because God is what He is, a God of grace."



3.  Unity:  "I or they..."  v. 11




a.  Paul shows that the message he preaches is the same as the other Apostles.




b.  It is the "death, burial, and resurrection" of Christ.

ILLUS:  People often reject truth because of the preacher or teacher.  They justify their rejection of the truth on the basis of a dislike for the vehicle God uses.  Often people are looking for a more lenient preacher or view in line with their personal convictions and reject the truth of one who refuses to compromise.

CONCL:  Paul is "THE 'FUNDAMENTALIST' WHO GOT SAVED."  Perhaps you believe the so-called fundamentals, but you are still lost.  Get saved now.  Paul's doctrine was O.K., it was his heart that needed God's grace.  How about yours?

"RESURRECTION:  FACT OR FANTASY?"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:12-19

THESIS:  To set forth Paul's arguments for our resurrection from the dead.

INTRO:  A.  A little girl found a nest in her garden with four birds eggs.  One day she ran into the house crying because the eggs’ shells were all broken.  Her mother comforted her:  "The eggs are not spoiled, the best part of them have taken wings and flown away."  We look into a casket of a loved one and weep, but because of the promise of the resurrection of the body there is no need.  We simply need to wait.



B.  In v. 1-11 Paul has given the proofs of Christ's resurrection.  In v. 12-19 he offers arguments for our resurrection.  Paul speaks of the resurrection as being essential to our faith.  We can no more do without the doctrine of the resurrection than we can walk without a backbone.

TRANS:  If there is no resurrection...

I.  CHRIST IS NOT RISEN:  V. 12,13


A.  The Problem:

1.  If the concept of the resurrection of believers is denied, then Christ's resurrection is

rejected.

2.  Apparently the Corinthians were willing to accept the concept of Christ's resurrection,


but rejected the resurrection of believers.


B.  The Premise:

1.  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not God since He made His

resurrection a test of His deity.

Jn. 11:25-26:


25) Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live:

26) And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?



2.  If Christ is not risen we serve a dead Savior.

ILLUS:  If Christ is not risen He is no better than Lenin, Confucius, Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy (C.S.), Ellen G. White (7th D), Buddha, Joseph Smith (Mormons), Judge Rutherford (J.W.'s), Edgar Cayce, Mohammed, et.al.

II.  PREACHING IS VAIN:  V. 14


A.  The Message:



1.  The word "preaching" here has to do not with the act of preaching but with the content


of what is preached.

2.  The word "vain" means "empty", i.e. there is nothing left in the message if we remove

the resurrection; it is like the shell of a nut without the nut inside.


B.  The Mess:

1.  Millions of believers in the message are likewise "empty" or devoid of hope; their

faith is meaningless because the object (the resurrection) has been removed.

2.  This is preposterous since:




a.  There were hundreds of eyewitnesses to Christ's resurrection.




b.  The tomb is empty!




c.  Angels confirmed the event.




d.  Cowardly disciples were transformed into courageous witnesses.




e.  The Jewish Sabbath was changed to the Christian Lord's Day.




f.  Millions have since sacrificed comfortable lives, financial gain, homes, family,




friends, and have even been martyred because of the resurrection.

III.  PREACHERS ARE LIARS:  V. 15,16


A.  The Deception:  v. 15



1.  Paul shows that he and the other Apostles were all demented dupes, foolish followers,

stupid disciples or just plain liars!

2.  If resurrection is not a reality then Christ cannot have risen and if that is true the He too was duped, a deceiver, or a devil!

QUOTE:  "This can only mean that all the preaching and believing, all the praying and dedication of self and possessions, all the sacrifice and suffering, all the persecution and reproach, all the battles with sin and temptation, all the casting aside of personal plans, ambitions and aspirations - all has been utterly worthless and without true purpose!"  Blueprint for Church Order


B.  The Disaster:  v. 16



1.  The whole nexus or center of our faith is a lie!



2.  Jesus had to have been a magician, a deceiver, or a mass hypnotist.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "As genuine Christianity consists of a living union between Jesus Christ and a converted man, it cannot exist unless Christ is now alive.  ...to deny the resurrection, and at the same time to profess to admire the words of Christ or the example of Christ, is a logical impossibility...It is impossible to admire His example, for it would then be to admire the life of a liar, a deceiver, or a deluded madman...all the words of Christ rise or fall together."

IV.  FAITH IS A DELUSION:  V. 17


A.  The Trap:  v. 17a

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "People who base their faith on a Christianity that denies the resurrection are like children playing tea-party.  They gravely pour imaginary tea into an empty cup, or lift imaginary food to their mouths from an empty plate."  Paul said, "If Christ did not rise, your faith is empty!"


B.  The Tragedy:  v. 17b



1.  A dead Savior cannot forgive sins!



2.  A corpse in a tomb is a poor Savior!



3.  If the grave still holds His body, we are all lost!

V.  THE DEAD HAVE PERISHED:  V. 18


A.  The Hopelessness:



1.  We should write on every tombstone:  "Lost" "Damned" "Doomed"!



2.  All believers are dead, not "fallen asleep"!



3.  The term "perished" here implies eternal finality...without hope.

NOTE:  The word "resurrection" always speaks of a physical raising.  To speak of a spiritual resurrection is meaningless.  It is the body that dies.  The spirit is immortal.  The word is literally "the standing up of a person" or the elevation of the body to a vertical position.

VI.  CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE PITIED:  V. 19


A.  The Conclusion:

1.  If our salvation only deals with this life and does not include the after life it is an

imperfect salvation.

2.  If only our soul and spirit are saved and our body is not ultimately glorified our redemption is limited.

3.  If it is only in "this world" that our faith makes a difference, then it is only common

sense to see that anybody is better off than the Christian.

QUOTE:  Grosheide:  "If hoping in Christ does not guarantee the resurrection, it is better to remain Jew or Gentile and to enjoy this present life.  Then there will be no disappointment at the moment of our death.  If that which Paul writes here were true, the Christian would be put to shame when he dies.  It would be of no use to forsake the world and to deny many things that are agreeable to the flesh and make life comfortable."

CONCL:  The real conclusion comes in the next verse:  "But now is Christ risen from the dead and is become the firstfruits of them that slept."  The resurrection is a FACT not a FANTASY!

"HOW TO DIE WELL" or "WHAT THEN?"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:20-23

THESIS:  To show that life and death must both be subjects of spiritual planning.

INTRO:  A.  Thousands of books by many authors tell how to live and achieve success.  Only one book tells "HOW TO DIE WELL" - The Bible!  Men don't write much or discuss much the subject of death.  To the unbeliever it is very uncomfortable.  In a time of discouragement, men may say "I wish I were dead" but let death confront him and he hurriedly changes his mind.



B.  A Christian was speaking with a young student and asked what he was planning after

graduation.  He replied:  "I will take my Doctor's degree and open a practice."  "What then?" "Then I will make a lot of money and establish my reputation."  What then?"  "Then I will travel and relax."  "What then?"  "Then I will retire and live comfortably."  "What then?"  "Then I suppose I will die."  "What then?"  There was silence.  That last question hit home and made him realize the futility of living for this world alone.

TRANS:  It is not enough to know how to live well, we must also know "HOW TO DIE WELL".  To die WITH grace, you must die IN grace.  Men provide life insurance – FOR OTHERS, provide many possessions - FOR OTHERS and often fail in providing assurance of eternal life - FOR THEMSELVES!  This passage tells us the secret of dying well and having eternal life!

I.  3 RESURRECTIONS:  V. 20


A.  Christ's Resurrection:

1.  Paul has offered the evidence for Christ's resurrection and the arguments for Christ's

resurrection, now he states the certainty of Christ's resurrection.

2.  He refers to Christ's resurrection as "the firstfruits" of them that slept."




a.  Only believers "sleep" when they die, others are tormented.

QUOTE:  "If we knew death as well as we know sleep, we would dread our graves as little as our bed."

b.  Christ is the "firstfruits of them that slept" in the sense that His resurrection is

 unique, i.e., others were resurrected before Him, but only He was raised never to experience death again.




c.  The firstfruits of the harvest were a guarantee of the rest of the harvest.

QUOTE:  Bultema:  "Christ arose on the 16th of the lst month and that was the day in the Jewish calendar on which the firstfruit sheave was heaved as a heave-offering and as a wave offering in token of the risen Christ who was lifted, heaved up, out of the grave and waved, shown to have life, for life always moves."




d.  If the firstfruits of a field of grain are wheat, the rest of the harvest will also be



wheat; what Christ's resurrection was so ours will be.

e.  "Firstfruits" is plural and when Christ arose others arose with Him as a guarantee of all others "in Christ."

Mt. 27:52-53:


52)  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53)  And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and

appeared unto many.


B.  Believer's Resurrection:



1.  The concept of "firstfruits" implies and assures the resurrection of all believers.



2.  Because He rose and lives, we too shall rise and live.

3.  The quality of Christ's resurrection will be ours also, both as to longevity and kind, e.g., Christ recognized others, we will recognize our loved ones in our new resurrection bodies.


C.  Unbeliever's Resurrection:



1.  Though not mentioned here, there is another resurrection.



2.  Our resurrection will be to eternal life, the unbels. resurrection will be to eternal death


and torment.

Jn. 5:29:


And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

Acts 24:14-15:


14)  But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:

15)  And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a

resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.

II.  2 REPRESENTATIVES:  V. 21,22


A.  Adam:



1.  Death did not come by Eve or Adam and Eve, but by one man:  Adam!

ILLUS:  What is death?  It is when a living thing is no longer in harmony with its surroundings. Death seems to be a victory for Satan and would be if not for the resurrection of Christ and that of the paradox that in dying the believer escapes Satan altogether and is freed from the members of sin.



2.  Adam is not just the lst man, he is the federal and judicial head of humanity.


B.  Christ:



1.  Because Adam was a man, our Savior also had to be a man.



2.  The curse came by a man, so the lifting of the curse came by a Man.



3.  "All" only in Adam, die; "all" also in Christ, live!

ILLUS:  Picture a group of men climbing a cliff attached by their life-line.  The last man in the

chain falls, then each man in turn falls.  The last man sees what is happening and before the rope tightens and pulls him to his death with the others, he is able to dig his ice pick in deeply, brace himself and hold firm.  The others hang in space with a terrible death threatening them thousands of feet below.  One by one they climbed up the rope and to the anchor man above to safety.



The first Adam slipped and fell over the precipice of eternal death, and in his fall drug all mankind after him.  The God-man, the last Adam, held firm and makes possible salvation and safety for everyone else.

III.  1 RETURN:  V. 23


A.  Rank:



1.  The word "order" is a military term meaning "rank."

2.  The "order" of resurrection began with Christ and some OLD TESTAMENT saints as the "first-fruits."

3.  Then the believers of the Church Age will be raised.

4.  There will be no mixing of the saved and unsaved; those in Adam and those in Christ, at the resurrection.



5.  The order of the resurrection of the saved and lost is separated by over 1000 years.


B.  Rapture:

1.  There is only one Return of Christ, but it comes in 2 phases:  the Rapture and then 1007 yrs. later, the Revelation.

2.  Only those who belong to Him will take part in the Rapture; all others will be left behind in the graves till the GWT judgment.

ILLUS:  The Greek word for "His coming" is "parousia" and means presence.  It's opposite counterpart is "apousia" and means absence.  Will you be present or absent at the resurrection of the saved?

CONCL:  Resurrection means the completion of the believer's salvation, for then he will be glorified.  Our redeemed souls will be reunited to our resurrected bodies.


The only way to know "HOW TO DIE WELL" is to be able to give a positive answer to the question "WHAT THEN?"  (after this life)

"A COFFIN FOR DEATH"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:24-28

THESIS:  To reveal not only the end of death, but the beginning of the eternal rule of God over all.

INTRO:  A.  From microbes to murder death stalks human beings; from cancer to killers death tracks us all; from AIDS to accidents death takes its grim toll; from wars to wounds death lurks in the shadows; from the crib to the crypt death patiently waits for its victims.  But one day death itself will die!



B.  Jesus showed His dominion over death in His earthly ministry.  Death had to release its prey at His command.  But even He died!  But it was to conquer man's enemy.  And though "He tasted death for every man", death did not digest Him, nor can it ever hold us. His empty tomb is our hope of conquering our "last enemy."  The COFFIN FOR DEATH has been built by the Carpenter of Nazareth...

I.  THE END:  V. 24-25


A.  Of Time:  "Then...the end..."



1.  Time is an accommodation to man and has no relevance to God, the "I AM".



2.  At the end of the Millennium and Satan's final rebellion, "time will be no more" and



Christ's victory will be complete.

ILLUS:  "The Kingdom..." is not simply the Millennium, but the end of man's reign and rule on the earth and the breaking of Satanic and demonic powers designed to minimize God's authority and power over the earth.


B.  Of Rebellion:  "put down all rule..."



1.  "All rule..." and rulers, specifically in the unseen, world of demonic darkness,

constantly working against the Savior and His authority.

2.  "All authority..." Though rebellion manifests itself thru human beings, Satanic influence is evident in the Scriptures.

3.  "All...power..." the word is "dunamis" or physical or moral ability residing in a person

or thing; the means by which authority is executed.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "Rule, Authority, Power!  In these words the sinister organization of the underworld of evil is in view, both in the spiritual and material realms.  Paul says that Christ must reign as King till He has abolished all these evil things."



4.  The word "must" in v. 25 reveals the compelling Divine necessity; it is what




God has determined, therefore there is no uncertainty about it.  AMEN!




5.  During the 1000 yrs. of Christ's reign on earth He will put down everything



that offends in His Kingdom.  v. 25
Mt. 13:41:


The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;

QUOTE:  Lenski:  "Christ shall transfer the Kingdom when He shall have utterly abolished all opposition."

II.  THE ENEMY:  V. 26


A.  Death's Destruction:

ILLUS:  A favorite plot in comic books, TV and movies is that of some sinister super-power that seeks to enslave the world, and its ultimate defeat at the last minute by some superman who foils its evil designs and rescues its innocent victims.  This reflects the underlying feeling that we are threatened by forces which would destroy us and that we long for a champion and deliverer.  Death is that sinister force and Christ is our Deliverer!!!

1.  Death is an even stronger foe than Satan who is shut up at the beginning of the Kingdom Age, whereas death as the last enemy will be found claiming its victims till the end of time.

2.  The stinger of death has been removed for believers, but it still has power over our mortality in this life.

3.  Nothing symbolizes sinful man's loss of dominion over his environment and himself as does death.

4.  At present no man is outside the touch of death, then death will be able to touch no man.

ILLUS:  The final destruction of death will take place at the GWT when "death and hell" are cast into the lake of fire!  The Carpenter has already built "A COFFIN FOR DEATH."

III.  THE EXCEPTION:  V. 27


A.  Restoration of Authority:  v. 27a

1.  He Who created all things which were in absolute subjection and obedience to Him,

which man lost due to his rebellion, will have all things again restored to His authority.


2.  The planet and the universe will ultimately be in total submission to Him when "every

knee shall bow...in heaven...on earth...and under the earth; things celestial, terrestrial and subterrestrial.


B.  Exception of the Monarch:  v. 27b

IV.  THE EXALTATION:  V. 28


A.  The Submission of the Savior:

1.  The Millennial Reign is only the intro. to the eternal reign and is designed to crush all

rebellion.

2.  The Son ceases to reign as Man when the 1000 yrs. have run their course, but as God

His reign shall continue for eternity.

3.  As Mediator He will lay down His office at the feet of the Father, when His work as

such is finished; His reign within the Godhead will continue.

II Pet. 1:11


For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Lk. 1:33:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Rev. 22:3


And there shall be no more curse:  but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:


B.  The Merging of His Majesty:



1.  Christ will not lose His identity after the Kingdom, just His position of Mediator.

QUOTE:  Oliver Greene:  "God the Father will then be everything IN everything.  He will never again be forced to turn His head while His only begotten Son dies on a cruel cross.  He will never again be forced to see His children stoned, jailed, beaten, martyred.  There will be no special work for God the Son or God the Holy Spirit to carry out, because all things will have been accomplished, all things that are opposed to God and His righteousness will have been put down and reduced to inactivity.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost will then be united and will be as ONE in all things everywhere - in the third heaven, in the new heaven, in the new earth."

CONCL:  The Lord has not only made "A COFFIN FOR DEATH" but He has also made coffins for Satan, the powers of darkness, and a grave for all sinners!  But because of His resurrection He has become our Savior, Lord, King, and Deliverer from Death.  We will rule and reign with Him forever in His eternal Kingdom.

"WHAT'S THE POINT?"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:29-34

THESIS:  To show that every aspect of the Christian life is pointless apart from the resurrection of Christ and the subsequent resurrection of believers.

INTRO:  A.  Doctrine determines deeds!  What we believe (or don't believe!) affects our behavior.  Our convictions shape our conduct.



B.  Paul has been arguing for the reality of Christ's resurrection from the standpoint of eyewitnesses and logical arguments.  Now he argues from his and others practical experience. He is saying that apart from the reality of the resurrection of Christ, all the preaching, teaching, believing, praying, dedication, deprivation, suffering, persecution, battles with sin and temptation, the sublimation of personal desires, sacrifice of friends, possessions and even loved ones...is utterly pointless!  He asks:  "WHAT'S THE POINT?" of the entire Christian life and service apart from the resurrection of our Savior.

I.  WHY BE BAPTIZED?  WHAT'S THE POINT?  V. 29  (IF THE DEAD RISE NOT)

NOTE:  This is one of the most mysterious and difficult verses in the Bible and the commentators have come up with over 30+ explanations...


A.  Baptism "for the dead":



1.  There is no evidence that a practice of being baptized for (in behalf of) the dead ever

existed in church history until the Mormons invented it.

2.  Baptism has no saving merit for the living or the dead, scripturally.



3.  Two possible and plausible meanings:

a.  The Christian life is like warfare and the soldiers are constantly being killed on

the battlefield and others must replace them; so when a new convert is baptized he is "baptized for (in place of) the dead.  (What's the point if there is no resurrection?)

b.  Since baptism is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, there is no point in it if there is no resurrection.

ILLUS:  In this case we should only place the convert under the water and LEAVE HIM THERE! His coming out of the water pictures coming out of the grave and newness of life for converts.

Rom. 6:3-4:


3) Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his

 death? 

4) Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:  that like as Christ was raised up

 from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

ILLUS:  The question is WHY BE BAPTIZED?  WHAT IS THE POINT? of becoming a Christian and being obedient to the Lord, which nearly always involves some deprivation, suffering or persecution, if there is no resurrection.

II.  WHY BE JEOPARDIZED?  WHAT'S THE POINT?  V. 30-31  (IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION)


A.  Suffering for the Savior:  v. 30



1.  Paul lists his personal sufferings while serving the Lord in II Cor. 11.

2.  Here he asks, why he or anyone should place their lives in jeopardy if there is no resurrection.




a.  If Christ is not risen, we would be serving a dead Savior(!).




b.  If we will not be resurrected then this life is the end.

ILLUS:  The Apostles themselves willingly placed their lives in jeopardy, counting on the resurrection and serving a living Savior.  Countless martyrs died trusting the risen Christ. Today, men and women leave home, friends, family, and safety and jeopardize their lives for Him.  WHAT'S THE POINT if there is no resurrection?


B.  Dying for the Savior:  v. 31



1.  Paul says "I die daily" i.e., his life was in constant peril.

2.  Those who are suffering and dying for the Savior can sing and praise the Lord as they

leave this body, as long as the new body is in view in that great resurrection morning; otherwise, "WHAT'S THE POINT?"

Rom. 8:18:


For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

ILLUS:  The question is WHY BE JEOPARDIZED?  WHAT'S THE POINT? in placing our lives on the line for a dead Savior?  Why suffer for Him?  Why take ridicule, taunting, teasing, persecution, and physical pain if Christ be not risen?

III.  WHY BE TERRORIZED:  WHAT'S THE POINT?  V. 32-34  (IF CHRIST IS NOT RISEN)

A. Live Like the Lost:  v. 32

Is. 22:13:


"Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall die."



1.  Paul's argument is that over and over he has laid his life on the line for the Savior:




a.  He cites an incident in Ephesus where he "fought with beasts".

b.  These beasts could possibly have been literal wild animals in a Roman arena or they might have been men operating on a bestial level in his treatment of him.

c.  In any event he has gone through some horrifying and horrendous experiences for the cause of Christ, which are all pointless if His Savior (and ours) is dead!



2.  Paul is asking why he or anyone should suffer any kind of pain or torment or put

themselves in jeopardy for a dead Christ:  "what advantageth it me...?"


B.  Act Like the Lost:  v. 33



1.  Paul is saying you will be like the crowd you hang with.



2.  He says if you adopt their philosophy (v. 32) you will act like they do!


C.  Ignore the Lost:  v. 34

1.  To deny the resurrection and adopt the philosophy of the world will lead Christians to

ignore the lost condition of those around them.

2.  Here is the rebuke:  he fairly shouts "WAKE UP!"

3.  Paul presents the positive (awake to righteousness) and the negative  (sin not) and the

tense of the command not to sin denotes present, continuous action, i.e., he is not to have any plan to sin or to play around with sin, for the result is a deadened conscience toward the lost, causing the believer to grow cold and carnal.

4.  The Corinthians had been proud, boasting of their intelligence and Paul says get this doctrine of the resurrection straight or quit boasting and admit your ignorance...souls are perishing because of your carnality.

CONCL:  "WHAT'S THE POINT?" ...of being baptized and identifying with a dead Savior. "WHAT'S THE POINT?" ...of putting your life in jeopardy for a rotting corpse?  "WHAT'S THE POINT?" ...of suffering, denial and deprivation for a decaying cadaver?  The answer is THERE IS NO POINT, unless He is risen...then it all makes perfect sense and logic!  Then, don't be ashamed of Him...don't recoil from suffering for Him...don't back away from sacrifice for Him and His church!

"PLANTING and GROWING BODIES"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:35-38

THESIS:  To show the similarity between planting "dead" seeds and growing living plants to

"planting" dead bodies and raising living bodies.

INTRO:  A.  An unbelieving doctor chided a cleaning lady in the hospital who was always singing and praising the Lord no matter how menial the task.  He stated:  "I have dissected 100's of dead bodies and have never found a soul!"  She replied, "Is that right, Dr.?  I thought you were a smart man who wouldn't expect to find a soul in a dead body!"  (We might also asked the learned Dr. if when he dissected a brain, he ever found imagination, dreams, music, a conscience, a symphony, or a great masterpiece.)



B.  Paul calls those in Corinth "fools" (v. 36) who deny the resurrection because they can't understand it.  He then presents an argument based on the sowing of "dead" seeds and the raising and harvesting of living plants and their fruit.  In effect, he likens this to the miracle of resurrection.  He says, you can't explain either, but they are similar truths and as we accept the benefits of planting and reaping, so we ought to accept the blessing of the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead.

I.  SOWING THE SEED:  V. 35-36

NOTE:  Paul mimics the questioning of the foolish Corinthians who sneer and ask "How are the

dead raised up?  And with what body do they come?"  (v. 35)  And he proceeds to answer these questions.


A.  Life Springs From Death:



1.  Paul, like the Savior, answered unbelief with sharp questions he knew they did not

have all the answers to.

ILLUS:  Paul is saying that if the dead are indeed raised then it should make a big difference as to how we live our lives.  If dust and ashes are in fact the end; if the cemetery, the crematorium, the ocean, are indeed the finish, then he says:  "Let us eat and drink..."  But if the dead are raised up, if a man must meet his Maker, then our preparation for that great day is important.


Accepting the truth of the resurrection will cause you to value your present body less and it

will enable you to endure with patience the sufferings God may permit in your life.



2.  The mystery of the resurrection is no greater than the mysteries of the harvest:

a.  To deny the resurrection then logically you must also deny the harvest because you cannot comprehend the principles there.

b.  All the harvest fields of the world are eternal witness to the principle of life

springing from death.

c.  The difference between believing in harvest and not believing in the resurrection stems from the fact that we observe (not understand) the harvest.

d.  But the same God Who causes life to spring from death in the harvest is the God Who brings resurrection from dead bodies.


B.  Death Must Precede Life:



1.  Paul uses the analogy of a seed dying before it produces new life.

ILLUS:  Keep a seed in your pocket all your life and it will never germinate into a living plant; but place it in a favorable environment...plant it!...and it will sprout and grow and you will harvest a crop!



The next time you see a dead body, look at it from this viewpoint.  Here is the seed to a new crop...a resurrected body!  Your body will never reach its potential until placed in the favorable environment of death!



To get the resurrected body you must plant the present body!  It must die!

2.  Death now takes on a whole new perspective and is not to be dreaded as before the

firstfruits was risen from the dead.

3.  When your soul leaves your body at death, that spiritless body is good for nothing but

burial in the earth.

II.  WAITING FOR NEW GROWTH:  V. 37

ILLUS:  One of the hardest parts of gardening is to see what the result of planting will be.  The waiting is not always easy.



When we plant a loved one in death, we must wait to see the results of that planting till the resurrection.


A.  Seed/Plant Relationship:



1.  As the seed contains all that which the later plant will become, so this present body of

corruption contains all the necessary information needed to produce the resurrection body.

2.  The plant in reality is that same seed which was placed in the ground; and in some like manner your resurrected body bears a relationship to your present body.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "To the spiritually discerning, all so-called natural phenomena are mighty works of God, to be wondered at, and to move men's hearts to worship...  Earth's crammed with heaven, and every common bush's afire with God; but only he who sees takes off his shoes –


The rest stand around and pick blackberries.  Can you discern the resurrection in the germination of a seed?  Or do you merely pluck and eat the fruit to satisfy the needs of your present body with no thought of that spiritual body to which God would call your attention?"


B.  Old/New Body Relationship:



1.  Christians now have the firstfruits of the Spirit but not the last fruits.

2. But we await the complete redemption of our bodies.
ILLUS:  Paul has answered the first question:  "How are the dead raised up?"  His answer is just like a seed is sown and a new plant results.  In later verses he will answer the 2nd question: "And with what body do they come?"  To introduce that subject he makes the statement in v. 38.

III.  HARVESTING THE NEW CROP:  V. 38


A.  Sovereignty:



1.  "But God..."  If we accept the reality of God then everything becomes a possibility.



2.  The philosopher can only speculate about the after life for his wisdom stops on the

burial side of the grave; Divine revelation begins at the resurrection side and carries us into the eternal ages.

3.  "But God giveth..."  In a sovereign act, based on acceptance of the resurrected Christ,

God gives His saints a glorified body, "as it hath pleased Him..."


B.  Uniqueness:

1.  As God has given every plant a unique quality to differentiate each one from all

others, so too each believer will receive a body in resurrection unique to himself.

2.  There will be a sameness (i.e., all will be glorified) and an uniqueness among every

     resurrected body in heaven; we will all be the same and yet different.

ILLUS:  God is a God of infinite variety.  Out of over 4 billion people on the planet, no two are exactly identical.  Out of the trillions of leaves and blades of grass, no two are the same, etc. and in the resurrected state God will give us a unique body "as it hath pleased Him" just as he has done in the plant world.

CONCL:  No wonder Paul could exclaim "to die is gain"!  Death holds no fear for the believer.  His soul goes immed. to heaven and his body is planted and a new body grows to replace the old one.  "PLANTING and GROWING BODIES" is one of the many businesses that God is in and we are the recipients of the benefits.

"VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF (NEW) LIFE"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:39-42a

THESIS:  To show that God is a God of infinite variety in all of His creation including in His creation of resurrection bodies for His children.

INTRO:  A.  God loves variety.  God made 90 kinds of whales to swim in the deep, dark oceans.  He made 80 thousand kinds of butterflies to grace the air of our planet.  He has created millions of varieties of ferns and flowers.



B.  It would be inconceivable to think that the God, Who created such variety in natural realm, would not do so also in the spiritual and celestial realms.  In fact, our text declares that He has indeed done so.  With God, "VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF (NEW) LIFE" and all life.

I.  VARIETY IN FLESH:  V. 39

NOTE:  Paul speaks of 4 distinct kinds of flesh:  man, beasts, fish, and fowl.  We don't know if he is classifying them according to some technical system in a descending order of intellect, complexity, or importance.  One thing is certain:  man is at the top of the list.


A.  Man-flesh:



1.  Paul distinguishes the flesh of mankind from all other flesh.

2.  This destroys the whole concept of evolution where all flesh comes from a single

source of primeval protoplasm.

ILLUS:  Man-flesh didn't evolve but was created by God.  It was created without sin, but after the fall God's evaluation agrees with Paul "in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing..." Rom. 7:18

B.  Beast-flesh:



1.  A great "missing link" is still missing; the link between the beasts and man.

ILLUS:  The Minnesota Ice-Man Hoax:  This missing link was supposedly found encased inside a 6000 lb. chunk of ice, sold to a couple of Americans in Hong Kong and pronounced genuine by Ivan T. Sanderson, science editor of Argosy magazine, along withBernard Heuvelmans of the University of Brussels (specialist on the so-called Abominable Snow Man), and Dr. Carlton S. Coon of Harvard, Dr. John R. Napier of the Smithsonian, Prof. W.C. Osman-Hill, Emory University and Prof. Geo. A. Agogino of the Paleo-Indian Institute of E. New Mexico.


It was later discovered and confessed by the perpetrators that the owner of a wax museum and 5 of his technicians fashioned the figure from rubber and hair!



For over 40 yrs. the Piltdown Man was an honored member of the Missing Link society of earliest humans and was even named Eoanthropus Dawson, in honor of the fossil hunter finder Charles Dawson.  Then it was discovered that the jawbone was that of an ape doctored up with mahogany stain and oil paint to give the appearance of age.  A complete hoax!



2.  God created man and the animals on the same day, but there their similarity ends.


C.  Fish-flesh:



1.  In the evolutionary scale birds, fish, and amphibians are related.

ILLUS:  The evolutionists claim that the scales on fish evolved into feathers.  But just as their flesh is not the same, the basic structure of scales and feathers are worlds apart.  They are only related in the twisted logic of evolutionists.



If it is true that the flesh of man, beasts, fish, and birds is somehow related and it is O.K. to eat the flesh of the animals, why isn't cannibalism acceptable?



2.  God says fish-flesh is different from man-flesh.


D.  Bird-flesh:



1.  At the bottom of the list are the birds (maybe the term "bird-brain" for those who

aren't too swift is biblical!).

2.  The entire argument is leading up to a distinction among those who later receive

resurrected bodies.

NOTE:  Paul is arguing that if God has created such variety in the world of nature, why can't He be trusted to raise bodies and give them a unique kind of existence also?

II.  VARIETY IN MATTER:  V. 40


A.  Celestial Bodies:



1.  Most commentators take this verse to deal with the heavenly "bodies" i.e., the sun,

moon, and stars above. (cf. v. 41)

2.  A few take the term "celestial bodies" as the bodies of heavenly creatures, i.e., angels,

cherubim, seraphim.

ILLUS:  Harry Bultema says the celestial bodies are the church-age saints whose inheritance is heavenly vs. the terrestial bodies, which he says, represents Israel, whose inheritance is terrestial.  He says:  "We know that God has given to Israel the earth especially, and a heavenly citizenship and standing to the Church.”


B.  Terrestial Bodies:

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "See what God can do with matter?  He can make a man, a beast, a fish, a bird, a sun, a moon, a star - the same God, out of the same matter.  Is it so hard for you, then, to believe that God can find material bodies for glorified saints in the world to come?  Can you really and sincerely and intelligently conclude that God has exhausted His creative energy?  Do you think He has completed His job; that He cannot form yet another type of body to fit the disembodied souls of men?"

III.  VARIETY IN GLORY:  V. 41


A.  Sun, Moon , Stars:

1. Just as there is variety in the realm of flesh and in the realm of celestial and terrestial

bodies, so too there is variety in the degrees of glory of each of God's created objects.

2. The sun has one wonderful glory, the moon another, and the stars yet another; each is

vital and plays a significant role, but each is different as to its substance and its function.

ILLUS:  The sun warms the earth and sustains life here, whereas the moon regulates the tides and seasons.  The stars sprinkle the heavens with beauty and we have yet to discover all their other functions in relation to earth.


B.  Star to Star:



1.  Each star has a different color, brightness, and beauty.

ILLUS:  The brightest star in our sky is Sirius, a small star that is relatively close to us; only 8 light years away and appears bluish in color.  Arcturus is 32 light years away and is orange yellow.  Betelgeuse is 300 light years away and is reddish in color.



2.  All of these arguments are used to illustrate the simple truth of the variety which will

exist among believers in their resurrected bodies.

ILLUS:  Now no two people have the same fingerprints, voiceprints, appearance, etc.  It will not be any different in heaven.  The variety will be infinite, reflecting the power and glory of God Himself.

IV.  VARIETY IN RESURRECTION:  V. 42a

A.  One Center:



1.  Like the stars, which though larger or smaller, dimmer or brighter, moving faster or

slower move around one central orb, our sun.

2.  So too, believers in their resurrected bodies will all differ, but move around one Center, God's Son.


B.  One Law:

1.  Like the stars, which are controlled by one law which keeps each one in its proper orbit.

2.  So too, believers in their varied service will be regulated by the one law of love for their Savior.


C.  One Mission:



1.  Like the stars, which all catch their light from the sun and flash their radiance abroad.



2.  So too, believers will reflect the radiance of the Son throughout the universe.

Dan. 12:2-3:


2)  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3)  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

CONCL:  "VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF (NEW) LIFE" i.e., when you got saved you received not only salvation for the here and now, but infinite variety of service for the hereafter in your resurrected body.  Aren't you glad you got saved?  Don't you wish everybody would?

"THE LIVING DEAD"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:42-44

THESIS:  To show the 4-fold contrast between our present and future bodies.

INTRO:  A.  In countries where voodoo is practiced a strange trance-like state is induced through drugs and witchcraft where people are made into zombies and referred to as "THE LIVING DEAD".  These pitiful creatures apparently have no will of their own and continue in this living-dead existence and are totally unproductive.



B.  "THE LIVING DEAD" spoken of in our text are believers whose bodies are declared "dead" but who continue to live on and ultimately live in a very heightened state of life in a much more powerful body.  This resurrected body transcends the purely natural body in a 4-fold way.  Paul here sets forth 4 points of extreme contrast between our present body and what is in store for the future.

I.  CORRUPTION VS. INCORRUPTION:


A.  Present Corruption:



1.  The word "corruption" speaks of decay and putrefaction.

ILLUS:  No matter how "perfect" our present state of physical well-being may be, this body of ours is one of corruption.  It is in a state of decay.  Leave your body unattended for a week; don't bathe, brush your teeth, use deodorant, comb your hair, change your clothing, etc. and you will soon see just how corrupt it is!


Come with me to the hospital and visit the formerly vigorous and healthy person dying of cancer, or deprived of his or her faculties thru a stroke and witness the corruption process.


Regardless of what the so-called faith healers of today teach, the universal reality is that our bodies are bodies of "corruption."

2.  The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, i.e. the law of decay, disorder, and death applies as

much to our bodies as anything in the universe.


B.  Future Incorruption:

1.  The word "incorruption" speaks of immortality and that which is beyond decay and death.

2.  We "sow" a corrupt body but when it comes out of the grave it comes out in

perfection!

a.  Six men may carry the casket and place it in the grave, but neither they nor the

funeral director, nor the preacher "sows" that body; God is simply "sowing" the precious seed of the body that belongs to Him.

b.  No farmer weeps when he "sows" seed for he knows that soon that seed will come forth abundantly in a new and superior form!

ILLUS:  God's people need not weep when a loved one is "buried" - we are just planting seed! And the end product will be far superior to that which we sowed!

II.  DISHONOR VS. GLORY:


A.  Present Dishonor:



1.  The word "dishonor" speaks of reproach, shame and that which is vile.

2.  Paul is not drawing a contrast between a corpse (a dead body) and a living body, but

between two living bodies:

a.  A corpse is corrupt and dishonored because that was its original condition as a

living body.

b.  Death does not cause this condition, but rather is the result; we die because of what we are, i.e. corrupt, dishonored, weak.

ILLUS:  Our real condition shows up at death.  No one keeps a corpse around in their living room for too long!


B.  Future Glory:



1.  The word "glory" is the exact opposite of "dishonor" in every sense and speaks of

dignity, praise, and worship.

2.  A mere hint of what this glorified body will be like may be seen in the transfiguration

of Christ in Mt. 17.

Mt. 17:2:


And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.

a. In His resurrected state Christ could eat, but didn't need to; He could change

b.  His appearance; appear and disappear at will; fellowship with people as an ordinary human or just as easily majestically rise from the earth and ascend to heaven.

c.  The possibilities of the body of "glory" are beyond our imaginations.

III.  WEAKNESS VS. POWER:


A.  Present Weakness:



1.  The word "weakness" speaks of feebleness, frailty and implies disease, infirmity and

sickness.

2.  An invisible, infinitesimal microbe can invade our bodies and in a moment we are brought to a state of weakness, confined to a wheel- chair or die.

ILLUS:  One of the Popes of Rome yawned and inhaled a little fly, choked and died!  All his external emblems of power and religious robes could not save him.  You can "pump iron" all you please and jog 20 miles a day but you will still become weaker and weaker and you will succumb to death, because of your inherent weakness.


B.  Future Power:



1.  The word "power" speaks of might, ability, strength and abundance.



2.  In this context it deals with supernatural power.




a.  All we are now will be replaced with incomprehensible might.




b.  Death is the ultimate weakness; resurrection is the ultimate power.

ILLUS:  When Lazarus and others were resurrected, the act of death was simply canceled as though it had never been.  They simply resumed their existence, but soon died again, due to inherent weakness.  But with Christ death was not simply canceled; it was allowed to have its perfect work.  He did not return to the condition of mortal existence but was no longer subject to the laws of physical existence.  No one sees Him coming but He suddenly appears. Locks cannot keep him out.  He instantly vanishes without warning and without a trace.  So it will be with every believer in their resurrection body.

IV.  NATURAL VS. SPIRITUAL:


A.  Present Natural Body:



1.  The word "natural" means bestial, sensual i.e. living on the lowest or animal level and

subject to our senses, circumstances and surroundings.

2.  This word summarizes our present condition:  corrupt, dishonorable, and weak.


B.  Future Spiritual Body:



1.  The word "spiritual" suggests the supernatural, ethereal; but not without form or

substance.  (The noun "body" is obviously stronger than the adjective "spiritual.")

ILLUS:  Liberals do not believe in a literal resurrection or resurrected bodies.  Years ago a leading liberal wrote a paper on this verse and said; "Now brethren, you can see that resurrection is spiritual because it says it's spiritual."  Everyone applauded and someone made a motion to print his manuscript and circulate it widely.  But one learned scholar, a believer, stood up and said; "I'd like to ask the author of the paper a question."  Reluctantly the author stood up.  "Now doctor, which is stronger, a noun or an adjective?  A very simple question, but I would like for you to answer it."  He nervously answered; "Well, a noun is stronger of course."  "Now doctor, I am amazed that you presented the paper you did today.  You put the emphasis upon an adjective (spiritual), and the strong word is the noun (body).  Now let's look at that again.  'It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual BODY.'  He continued: "The only thing that is carried over in the resurrection is the body.  It's one kind of body when it dies, a natural body.  It's raised a body, but a spiritual body, dominated by the spirit – but it's still a body."  They never published the paper!



2.  We will have bodies, they will simply be controlled by the spirit, instead of the flesh:

"the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak..." i.e. the body will be at the service of the spirit.

CONCL:  We are indeed "THE LIVING DEAD" i.e., we were "dead in trespasses and sins" but we have been quickened and are spiritually alive.  We live in weak bodies which will die physically, but can never die spiritually.  And we will live on after our death and finally be raised in a special vehicle fit for heavenly existence forever.

"ADAM 1/ADAM 2"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:45-49

THESIS:  To show the distinctions between earthly and heavenly bodies as a result of the resurrection.

INTRO:  A.  Presently, even though you may be a believer, you are confined to a body which serves your animal instincts and strangles your spiritual desires.  When you are raised from the dead you will receive a new body, a material body of flesh, but one which no longer subjects you to the laws nutrition, sustenance, and reproduction.



B.  This was in fact God's original intention for us, but the first Adam, "Our Father Which Was On Earth..." lost it thru his sin.  So God implemented His holy plan of redemption through the second Adam, Christ.

I.  ADAM 1 and ADAM 2:  V. 45


A.  Creation:  (Soul)

1.  Paul here QUOTEs Gen. 2:7 in part, to begin the basis for his argument concerning the first Adam and the second Adam.




a.  Man is made from dust or mud and is animated by a soul.




b.  He has both a body and soul in common with all animals.

c.  But he has two advantages over the animals; he also has a spirit by which he

can know God and an organism far superior to any animal.

2.  God created the first Adam and placed upon him a simple test, which he failed and

plunged his race into sin.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  "'But, you say, was not the offence a very slight one to be followed by such a punishment?  Slight?  Ah, think again; it was the violation of the only express command God seems to have given him."



Abraham had a truly severe test of obedience when he was told to offer up his only son as a sacrifice.  The Lord Jesus Christ, the second Adam, had a truly severe test when He fasted for His own wants, apart from the will of God.  Adam's test was simple; to abstain from one tree in the entire forest of Eden and therefore the failure was the more shameful and criminal.


B.  Re-Creation:  (Spirit)

1.  The last or second Adam was made a "quickening" (life-giving) spirit after His

resurrection.

2.  Paul is drawing a sharp contrast between these 2 "Adams"; both progenitors of a race...one a race of fallen humans and the other a race or regenerated humans.

ILLUS:  What a difference between the 1st and 2nd Adams.  The first one sinned and immediately tried to find an excuse.  The 2nd one did not sin but became sin for us so that He could die for us and provide regeneration.  To find someone to blame for your sin is a human trait, but to die for the sins of another is a Divine characteristic.  The first Adam looked upon the tree and the Other lifted the curse from us.

II.  SPIRITUAL and NATURAL:  V. 46


A.  A Physical Order:



1.  The 1st Adam obviously appeared on earth before the 2nd Adam.



2.  The natural preceded the spiritual.


B.  A Spiritual Principle:

1.  Cain preceded Abel; Ishmael preceded Isaac; Esau preceded Jacob; and Adam preceded Christ.



2.  The verse is actually the history of the planet and man in miniature.




a.  The physical world is created and finally man who was also a living spirit.




b.  Adam sins - then God provides a substitute to cover his sin.

III.  EARTHLY and HEAVENLY:  V. 47-49


A.  The Mud Man:  (Adam 1)



1.  The Greek word for earth and earthy is choikos; lit. dusty or dirty.



2.  The Mud Man is a creature made of the very elements of the earth.

ILLUS:  Mud-men return to the earth, but those who die in Christ will be resurrected from the earth and given a material body fitted for heavenly existence.  cf. v. 48


3.  Now we have "the image of the earthy"; i.e. we are just like Adam 1.


B.  The Spirit Man:  (Adam 2)

1.  He is "the Lord from heaven."

2.  Christ was no mere earth creature, but the only Person who had a material body yet

had descended from heaven.



3.  The 1st Adam is a creature; the 2nd Adam is the Creator.

4.  As we now bear the image of the earthy (1st Adam) we shall, after the resurrection,

bear the image of the heavenly (2nd Adam).

ILLUS:  In former days any country boy could watch a blacksmith place a rusty, cold, dull piece of iron into the fire and after a while take it out bright and glowing and then formed into something useful.  So too our bodies, dull, dead, dead and lifeless will be placed in the earth, but come out at the resurrection bright and glowing!  No longer earthy, but heavenly...fashioned into something useful for the Lord.

CONCL:  We are presently being "conformed to His image" but we will ultimately be just "like Him" when we shall "see Him as He is..."!  Our perfection then is not in question.  Our perfection now is in question.  Are you more like Him now than last month, last year....?

"YOU MAY NEVER DIE!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:50-53

THESIS:  To focus on Paul's teaching of the transformation of our bodies.

INTRO:  A.  I once wrote an obituary for myself in a class on death and dying I took at the Bucks County Community College.  I predicted I would die at age 53 of a heart attack.  I am now 60, so I guess I proved I am not a real prophet.



B.  Someone said the only 2 certainties in life are death and taxes.  Neither are absolutes. We can escape taxes - though we may go to jail; and if we are saved and alive at the time of the Rapture, we will not die.  (There is one absolute certainty:  eternity in either heaven or hell.)  If you live before Jesus comes back, then death is an appointment you will keep.

Heb. 9:27:


And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

TRANS:  "BUT YOU MAY NEVER DIE!"  Let's see what God says on the subject...

I.  OUR INHERITANCE:  V. 50


A.  Based On Relationship:

1.  An inheritance is not based on something you have done or can do, but because of

what you are in relationship to someone.



2.  Only those properly related to Christ can "inherit" the Kingdom of God.


B.  Based On Reality:

1.  This "flesh and blood" body we have must be altered for interplanetary travel to the

third heaven.

2.  "Flesh and blood" bodies are corruptible, i.e. perishable, capable of decay.

ILLUS:  The Kingdom of God is a spiritual Kingdom entered into by the new birth.  It insures that the person will ultimately go to heaven.  Since heaven is a place of incorruptible things, nothing corruptible is capable of existence there.




a.  Flesh and blood are synonymous with corruption.




b.  The Kingdom of God is synonymous with incorruption.

NOTE:  After Jesus' resurrection he put on incorruption, and to indicate this He spoke of "flesh and bones" instead of "flesh and blood."  Note that He still had "flesh"!  Our resurrection, like His, will include a real, physical body...not some ethereal, spirit or ghostlike manifestation.




c.  Paul has stated a principle in his statement that "flesh and blood cannot inherit

the Kingdom of God."

d.  Paul states a fact in his second statement that "neither doth corruption inherit

incorruption; we are all subject to decay.

ILLUS:  "She never ages" is a compliment in the realm of romance rather than of reality.  All change, age, and decay.  It is unalterable fact.  Ads which promise to halt the process of aging are simply lies.

II.  OUR TRANSFORMATION:


A.  The Mystery:  v. 51

ILLUS:  The ancient Greeks believed that certain initiates into their mysterious religion held secrets of the gods that could not be communicated to ordinary mortals.  They were called "mustees" from the Greek "musterion" (mystery).  The Bible believer is the counterpart of this privileged class.  He receives information hidden from those outside the faith.

1.  The mystery here revealed is that at the Rapture living believers will go to heaven

despite their flesh and blood bodies.

2.  But this verse also reveals the miracle which makes this possible.  "You may never

die, but all will experience a change."  (paraphrase)

ILLUS:  Two men in the Bible provide graphic pictures of this transformation:  Enoch and Elijah.  Perhaps if sin had not entered this world, all would have been changed without dying.


B.  The Moment:  v. 52



1.  The first two statements in this verse speak of the suddenness of this fantastic event of

transformation.

ILLUS:  The words "in a moment" are from the Greek "en atomoo", literally in an atom.  The word atom comes from "a" or "no" and "temnoo" - "to cut" i.e. incapable of division.  The smallest particle of time.  The words "twinkling of an eye" come from the verb "riptoo" or "to throw a cast, to hurl quickly".  The glance of an eye is instantaneous.  Someone has suggested the use of the eye here implies the added element of visibility...i.e., fast, but visible.



2.  The "last trump" is not the last trumpet ever to sound, but rather the last one believers

at the moment of resurrection will hear.

a.  The trumpet seems to be the agent God will use to "wake" the dead in Christ and to call out the living believers.

b.  The dead will be changed from their corruptible state of decay and the living

will be transformed from flesh and blood to glorified bodies.


C.  The Metamorphosis:  v. 53

ILLUS:  One of the most remarkable magical stage illusions is the almost instantaneous change of the magicians asst. inside a locked trunk to the magician himself in a rapid count of 3!  It is called "Metamorphosis".  The two people switch positions so quickly it seems impossible. Even if one knows the secret, it must be practiced again and again to astonish the audience with the swiftness of the change.  So it will be with our resurrection metamorphosis.



1.  The term metamorphosis is used of the caterpillar-to-butterfly transformation.

2.  The repulsive, ugly caterpillar becomes a startlingly beautiful creature; and unless we

were aware of the process, we would call it impossible.

3.  Just so, without the revelation of Scripture it seems impossible that this decaying, corrupted (dead) flesh will become incapable of decay, and the mortal (living) bodies of believers will become incapable of dying!

CONCL:  Yes, thanks to the reality of the resurrection of Christ, "YOU MAY NEVER DIE!" and even if you do, you will experience the glorious resurrection of your body, along with every other believer.

"D-DAY" or "THE DAY DEATH DIES"
TEXT:  I Cor. 15:54-57

THESIS:  To show that death will finally be banished from the believer's experience and vocabulary forever because of the resurrection.

INTRO:  A.  It is now 50 years since the "D-Day" of WW II said by historians to have been "as momentous as any battle in all of human history."

QUOTE:  Newsweek, 6/13/94:  "The 'D' in D-Day never stood for anything beyond 'Day.'  It was merely a code word for the operation itself...yet...free people everywhere knew that Destiny Day had come, the moment when the fate of Europe and the world hung in the balance."



B.  But another "D-DAY," even more momentous will come for every believer, "THE DAY DEATH DIES"!  This "D-DAY" is synonymous with the day of our resurrection.

I.  THE DAY OF IMMORTALITY:  V. 53


A.  One Must Die To Live:

1.  All about us which is finite and mortal must be put aside and we must "put on

immortality."

ILLUS:  Immortality is what everyone hopes to achieve; the Rock Star, the Sports Star, the Movie Star, the Artist, et. al.  They all hope that someone, someday will remember them and their brief sojourn here on this planet.  They hope, like those who first put their footprints on the moon, that they will make some lasting imprint on this world, that they will not be forgotten.  But no matter how great the person or his accomplishment, he or she will sooner or later be forgotten.  Only the believer achieves genuine immortality.



2.  Even the believer, until the resurrection, is incomplete or uncompleted.

QUOTE:  Zodhiates:  “True, when the body is laid aside and decays in the grave, the undying spirit survives; but the spirit is only a part, though admittedly the most important part, of our complete identity.  If death does not destroy man, it at least impairs and mutilates the wholeness of his nature.  To see without eyes, to hear without ears, to think without a brain, to feel without the sympathetic action of heart and nerves, will be to have entered, for the time being, on a new existence.”



3.  The believer, to be complete, to finally and forever live, must die.



4.  The day of resurrection, not the day of our death, is the beginning of our immortality.

5.  Only the true believer in Christ, has any real hope of immortality.

ILLUS:  The founders of other religions say:  "Follow me and I will show you how to live."  Jesus alone can say:  "Follow Me and I will lead you to immortality."  He promises:  "I am the resurrection and the life:  he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die."  Jn. 11:25  He alone can say:  "Because I live, ye shall live also."

II.  THE DAY OF INCORRUPTABILITY:  V. 54,55


A.  We Must Lose To Win:

1. On this "D-Day" i.e., "THE DAY DEATH DIES" we will suddenly lose anything

about us which is corruptible concerning our old bodies.

2. Everything about our present bodies is corrupt and God has devised an intricate 

system of cleansing through our circulatory system, the process of digestion, elimination, etc.

3. Even the normal bodily appetites are corrupt in that, even though necessary to our

survival (eating, sex, need for clothing, etc.), become distorted by excess and lust.

4. The final corruption of these bodies comes at death, when they are subjected to the

 inherent processes of decay and destruction.

ILLUS:  The funeral director does all he can to slow down the inevitable decay of the body after death, but embalming is but a temporary stop-gap measure, and the nice clothing, cosmetics, lighting, artificial grass, flowers, etc. are nothing more than external props to give the appearance that there is something attractive about death.  But as soon as possible that corpse must be put away, buried, or cremated.

5.  But without death there is no resurrection; we must die to live and we must lose to win!



6.  Thus these 2 verses both speak of "victory!"

a. V. 54b says "Death is swallowed up in victory" and the word victory pre-

supposes a war, a struggle.

b. As in WW II victory came at a great price beginning at "D-Day" so too, our

final victory comes "THE DAY DEATH DIES" - our D-DAY! and was won for us when Christ died for us and rose again.

c. V. 55 also speaks of victory over death and the grave and though even Paul,

 the writer of this passage had to experience death, he died in the joyful expectation of the resurrection, not as death's victim but as a victor!

ILLUS:  At a funeral a little child was seen tripping lightheartedly thru the cemetery.  Someone asked:  "Aren't you afraid of this place?"  "Oh, no," he replied, "I only cross thru here to get home."  Death for the believer is only a "crossing through to get home."

III.  THE DAY OF 'IMPOSSIBILITY':  V. 56-57

A.  We Must LoseTo Win



1.  All qualify, for we are all sinners.



2.  The consequence (or "sting") of our sin is death.

ILLUS:  We are free to obey or disobey the law of God as we choose, but we are not free to choose the consequences of our choice.  If we choose to leap from a tall building we will pay the consequences because of the law of gravity.  If we choose to sin we will pay the consequences and die.



3.  If sin is the sting of death, then when sin is forgiven the sting of death is removed.

4.  If the strength of sin is the law, then the price the law demands must be met in order

to escape the consequences.

ILLUS:  A little girl could not understand why her teacher kept marking her arithmetic answers wrong when they were really close to being right.  Her teacher sent a note home to her mother:  “Please impress upon Cynthia the necessity of absolutely correct solutions.  There is not such thing as an 'almost right' answer.  The answer is either right or wrong.”  God's Law is also absolute.  Almost keeping the Law is to fail!  That failure demands consequences.  It makes no exceptions.  It is affected neither by age, ignorance, or knowledge.  It exacts its penalty from every violator.

5.  That which is impossible with man, i.e., the removal of the penalty of sin, is possible with God for His Son paid the price and imputed the victory and benefits of His purchase

price to every believer.  v. 57
ILLUS:  D.L. Moody once said:  "Some day you will read in the papers that D.L. Moody is dead."  Don't you believe a word of it.  At that moment I shall be more alive than now.  I shall have gone up higher, that is all - out of this old tenement into a house that is immortal; a body that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, a body fashioned like unto His glorious body.  That which is born of the spirit will live forever."  VICTORY!

CONCL:  "D-DAY" or "THE DAY DEATH DIES" is coming.  But this is only for the believer. Only those whose sins are forgiven have had the sting of sin removed.  What about YOU?

"YOU CAN'T WIN IF YOU DON'T RUN!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 15:58

THESIS:  To urge believers not to quit.

INTRO:  A.  In the book "Chariots of Fire" the 2 fastest men in Great Britain compete and the main character, Harold Abraham, who had never been beaten, committed the unpardonable sin in racing, and looked back, losing the race.  He is totally discouraged and feeling sorry for himself and vows to quit running.  His girlfriend rebukes him and he lashes out with; "If I can't win, I won't run."  She snaps back; "If you don't run, you can't win!"



B.  Paul has argued for this whole chapter about the doctrine of the resurrection.  Now he concludes with v. 58, and applies the doctrine to the practical life of the believer and says it should motivate the Christian to never quit running.  He has proved the resurrection now he prods for perseverance.

NOTE:  C.H. Spurgeon says; “Paul was a Master of Doctrine but also a Practical Teacher.”  He adds; "Let us never reckon we have learned a doctrine till we have seen its bearing on our lives."

I.  A PLEA FOR PERSEVERANCE:


A.  Steadfast:



1.  The Greek word means "to be seated" (while moving).

ILLUS:  We may be seated on a bicycle but as long as we pedal we are not stationary and are making progress.  That is the sense of "steadfast".



2.  The believer is to continue to run the Christian race without ever losing his balance




a.  We are to be steadfast in doctrine, in character, in work.




b.  No one can be steadfast unless he or she has assurance.

ILLUS:  Noah was steadfast.  He preached for 120 years and became the "Greatest Unsuccessful Preacher" of all time.  He never quit running in spite of the lack of results.

QUOTE:  "Failing is not defeat unless you stop trying."  "We are pardoned from sin, not excluded from service."


B.  Unmovable:



1.  The word translated "unmovable" literally means "no movement".



2.  It denotes stability, not stagnation.

ILLUS:  Daniel was unmovable.  Regardless of the threats to his life, he determined not to be defiled by the King's meat, nor to stop praying even if it meant the lion's den!  Daniel "purposed in his heart" i.e., he spent time alone with the Lord to get the stability he would need. Someone wisely said:  "By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail!"



3.  We are to be unmovable as to our convictions and vow never to compromise.


C.  Abounding:



1.  To abound means to surpass the necessary.



2.  We are to go beyond the call of mere duty, and serve the Lord out of love.

ILLUS:  When you no longer serve because of the excitement, then you must serve out of a sense of duty.  It is always right to do right, even when you no longer "tingle"!  You have matured when you do right because its right, not because you feel like it or are motivated to do it.  Character demands that we "ALWAYS" abound, not just when things go right, or when it "feels good" to do right, or when we are excited about it.  We need to go soul winning when it is hot as well as when it is cold.  We need to visit our bus route when it is 100 above and when it is 20 below!  Boys and girls need to be taught the Word of God in the summer and in the winter.  We need to "always abound" because it is the right thing, not because it is the fun thing!

II.  A PROMISE FOR PERSEVERANCE:


A.  Not In Vain:



1.  The words mean "not fruitless, but fruit-bearing".



2.  The words "in vain" standing alone, mean "without fruit".




a.  He indicates that believers should "know" that perseverance brings forth fruit.

b.  The word "know" implies "having seen - realize" and deals with belief which

leads to activity or service.

c.  This service is called "labor" (not just work), i.e., toil with weariness.

ILLUS:  The Bible does not promise that our labor for the Lord will be easy, without frustrations or problems, in fact, the opposite is predicted, i.e., that those who serve often sweat and those who toil have turmoil.  But "YOU CAN'T WIN IF YOU DON'T RUN!"


B.  In The Lord:



1.  All labor for the believer must be evaluated by this phrase!



2.  What we do for self doesn't qualify for rewards.



3.  He must be our Motive for service...not success, fame, acceptance or popularity.

4.  The whole concept of our service or labor not being in vain in the Lord suggests

rewards beyond earthly recognition.

ILLUS:  There is a sense in which this verse is tied in to I Cor. 3 and the Judgment Seat of Christ with the subsequent reward system detailed there.  Our motive for all service must be our Savior...or it does not qualify for reward.

CONCL:  A frustrated preacher had a dream.  He was assigned to break up a huge piece of granite rock; his only tool was a pickaxe.  He slammed and slammed again and again and the granite would not break.  He decided to quit.  A stranger came by and asked why he had stopped and reminded him that he had not completed his assignment.  He grudgingly picked up the tool and again hit the granite.  This time it shattered into countless pieces.  He had almost quit one blow too soon!  What about you?  Are you about to quit?  Have you already quit? To paraphrase our title:  "You can't succeed if you don't keep working!"  "Therefore, my beloved brethren..."

"GIVE TILL IT HELPS!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:1-4

THESIS:  To teach the doctrine of stewardship.

INTRO:  A.  Paul has given us a glimpse of glory in ch. 15 and brings us down to earth in ch. 16. From the sublime truths of the resurrection to the mundane truths of giving.  From:  "We shall all be changed..." to "Now concerning the collection.."  The Christian is a person whose heart is in heaven but whose feet are planted firmly on the ground.  Every glimpse of future glory is given to the believer to encourage him in his present responsibilities.  True spirituality is not "pie in the sky, bye and bye" but living with reality in the "nasty now and now."



B.  Believers are not to "give till it hurts" but rather we are to "GIVE TILL IT HELPS!" Paul has asked other churches to help the poor saints in Jerusalem (Galatians and Romans), but the carnal Corinthians could not be asked to give until he dealt with all their problems in the earlier chapters.  When a church is preoccupied with its own petty problems it is blind to a needy world.  Strife stifles stewardship.

I.  SPECIAL SUPPORT:  V. 1


A.  Christian Welfare:  "the collection for the saints..."



1.  "From each according to his wealth, to each according to his need."



2.  Here is the basis for Christian charity.

QUOTE:  Redpath:  "Paul's teaching has been centered upon the church's relationship to the Lord and to one another.  Having settled that, he now lifts their eyes to a wider horizon, and asks them to consider their resp. to the poor church at Jerusalem..."

Rom. 15:26:


For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.


B.  Christian Giving:



1.  Here is a love-gift to saints-in-need.



2.  The love-gift is beyond the tithe and offering.

ILLUS:  There is a Bible teaching that is much neglected today.  The OLD TESTAMENT principle of the tithe for the workers, the offering for the work, and the love-gift for special needs (beyond the tithe and offering).



3.  Paul, as a missionary, is contacting the churches he has established to send a love-gift

to relieve the suffering of the saints at Jerusalem.

ILLUS:  Several factors may have contributed to the poverty of the church at Jerusalem.  1) There was a famine.  2)  They had been initially disobedient in spreading the Gospel, so the Lord sent persecution to thrust them out.  3)  Many originally sold all they had (property and possessions) and now the impact was being felt.



4.  The subject of stewardship is a delicate matter for many saints.

NOTE:  Someone said that the most sensitive nerve in the human body is the one which reaches from a person's hand to his checkbook.  Some seem to be members of the P.B.P. Society – the Pocketbook Protectors' Society!  But the real issue for the saint is where will your money spend eternity?

II.  SPECIFIC STANDARDS:  V. 2


A.  Give Regularly:  "Upon the first day of the week..."



1.  Obviously the Christians would be in church on Sunday, so this is church-centered

giving, which is the norm for believers.

NOTE:  This is one of 5 NEW TESTAMENT references to the shift from the OLD TESTAMENT Sabbath to the NEW TESTAMENT Lord's Day.



2.  This is WEEKLY, not WEAKLY giving.

a.  Our giving should not be based on an emotional appeal, but on biblical prin-ciples and Christian duty.

b.  We should give because we have "purposed in our heart" - not give simply based on apparent need.

ILLUS:  Some only give when a NEED is presented.  That should be "love-gift" giving.  The tithe and the offering should be given regularly and systematically, for there is ALWAYS a need in the Lord's work.  The church budget determines the need!


B.  Give Personally:  "every one of you..."



1.  Both the rich and the poor should give.



2.  The poor saints of Macedonia gave out of their poverty and were commended by Paul.



3.  The poor widow who gave of all she had was commended by the Savior.

ILLUS:  There is no excuse to not give.  We are not to GIVE TILL IT HURTS, but rather to GIVE TILL IT HELPS!  Surely those who have more should give more, but all are required to give.  No one is exempt.  Christians who do not give do not grow.  We cannot be like Christ unless we give.


C.  Give Proportionately:



1.  The words "in store" are related to the word "storehouse" in Malachi.




a.  This is another indication that all giving should be thru the local church.

b.  Since giving is done in the local church it is elevated to an act of worship;

those who don't give don't fully worship.

2.  The concept of giving proportionately comes from the words "as God hath prospered

him..."

a.  Believer's should keep track of how much they give and the church must keep

accurate records as well; not for the IRS, but for proper stewardship.

b.  The person who doesn't know how much he gives is not giving systematically

and often think they give much more than they do.

c.  Often those who fear someone finding out how much they give do so because

they give so little!

d.  Proportionate giving means we do not settle for merely tithing, but our giving

should reflect God's material blessings.

ILLUS:  How embarrassed many believers should be who have been so wonderfully blessed with beautiful homes, carpeting, A/C, and many gadgets, and creature comforts as well as a nice car or cars, etc.  Then they brag or complain about tithing!!!  "as God hath prospered (you)..." What if God were to make your income proportionate to your giving?

III.  SENSIBLE SAFEGUARDS:  V. 2B-4


A.  Careful Handling:

1.  Paul did not want to handle the offering nor wait for one to be taken after he arrived; this was a local church matter.  v. 2b
2.  Also by taking the offering beforehand the likelihood was that it would be a more substantial offering for the poor saints.

3.  They were to designate people officially from the local church to accompany the love-gift.  v. 3
ILLUS:  The Gentile church was to render assistance to their Jewish counterparts.  By physically taking the offering to them they would see first hand the pressing need. Several sensible safeguards are implied which every believer should pay attention to. NEVER give where you have no say in where the money goes.  ALWAYS give through God's agency for the distribution of funds:  the local church.  BE SURE to receive an accounting of where and how much money is received and spent.  (DO NOT hurt God's work by holding back your giving if you disagree with one or two items on the budget!)  Everyone has a right to know the nature of the cause they are giving to, the worthiness of the purpose, the integrity of the appealer and what proportion is used for the purpose specified.

QUOTE:  "A church should keep its accounts more carefully than a bank!"   (That's why we have an annual audit of our books each year by an impartial accounting agency.)

4.  Paul was willing to accompany the church representatives and their offering to Jerusalem, but he would not go alone.

ILLUS:  The Pastor must be above reproach with regard to finances, both personally and corporately.

CONCL:  Do you GIVE TILL IT HURTS or GIVE TILL IT HELPS?  How is your giving in relation to the Divine standard of this passage?  Are you giving less than your fair share "as God hath prospered (you)...?"  Would you be willing to stand before the Lord with your giving record.  Do you miserly count out your tithe to the penny or regularly give an offering and occasionally a love-gift?  Would you be ashamed to have other believers know what proportion you give of your income?  Why not just GIVE TILL IT HELPS?

"OPPORTUNITIES and ADVERSARIES" or
"COME ON IN, BUT BEWARE THE DOG!"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:5-9

THESIS:  To show that for every opportunity to serve the Lord there is usually a corresponding adversity or adversary.

INTRO:  A.  Did you ever notice that every time you get some "extra" money, there is usually an unexpected bill or need to eat it up?  Or have you observed that for every blessing there is usually a corresponding trial?  So too in our service for the Lord; for every opportunity there is usually a corresponding adversity or adversary.


B.  Paul states this principle in v. 9 when he says that though there is a great opportunity for service, there are also many adversaries!

TRANS:  Some in Corinth didn't think Paul would actually come to visit them; some even thought he was afraid of them.  But now he tells them he is definitely planning to come and spend some time with them.

I.  OPEN OPPORTUNITIES:


A.  For Fellowship:  v. 5

1. Paul had originally planned to go directly to the church in Corinth and then on to 

Macedonia and back to Corinth.

2. But he was sensitive to the Lord's will and leading and changed his plans, perhaps 

partly for the reason mentioned in II Cor. 1:23.

II Cor. 1:23:


Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth.

3. Paul didn't want to come to them simply to be their disciplinarian; he longed for their

fellowship.

ILLUS:  The Pastor doesn't only want to visit his people for disciplinary reasons, for sickness or deaths in the family, but prefers to be invited for fellowship!  What a joy to fellowship with God's people for weddings, birthday parties, holidays, etc., instead of for negative occasions!

a. The Corinthian church was having a problem with forgiveness toward a sinning

church member.

b. Paul wanted to postpone his visit till conditions were more favorable...after 

they had received his two letters.


B.  For Help:  v. 6-7



1.  The words "with you" again imply his desire for spiritual fellowship.

2.  He suggests that it is their responsibility to support him and care for his needs as their

missionary.  "bring me on my journey..."

QUOTE:  Oliver Greene:  "This simply means that Paul would travel in the ministry wherever God led him, through the gifts that the Corinthian church would give him...Visiting ministers and other servants of God should be sent on their way in a worthy manner, bountifully supplied with practical help and the necessities of this life.  This is a God-given resp. of the local church. It is a noble privilege for an assembly to take care of the servants of God in a worthy way. God pity the church that has funds thru which they COULD help their pastor and visiting ministers and missionaries but because of selfishness fail to do so!  They bring reproach upon the name of Jesus and such an assembly will suffer severely for exercising a selfish spirit in caring for God's servants."

3.  Paul planned to spend the entire winter with them to help them with the many problems he had dealt with in this epistle.


C.  For Service:  v. 8

1. While he was waiting to come to them he had an opportunity to serve the Lord at

 Ephesus "until Pentecost" or the spring.

2. God had opened a door that was previously closed to Paul and Paul was forbidden to

 preach in Asia and was sent to Macedonia instead.

Acts 16:6:


Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,

ILLUS:  God was working behind the scenes for Paul's eventual ministry in Ephesus.  Apollos had arrived there.  Aquila and Priscilla had been strategically placed there to instruct Apollos in "the way of God more perfectly".  This enabled Apollos to "mightily (convince) the Jews...showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ."  Closed doors are not always what they seem.  Maybe God is simply preparing us for the area in which we wish to serve.  God was preparing Ephesus to be the center of missionary enterprise for the Apostle Paul.  In his subsequent 3 yrs. there he would found the 7 churches of Asia (of Revelation fame).  Apollos refused to go to Ephesus when Paul requested him to do so, but gladly went when the Lord led him to go!

I Cor. 16:12:


As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren:  but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.


D.  For Ministry:  v 9a



1.  Paul says the door to Ephesus was now opened by God for his ministry.

2.  He calls it a "great" door because of the opportunities it opened, and an "effectual" door because of its power (Greek energes) to open other doors in Asia.



3.  But an "open door" is not always an "easy door"!

II.  OPEN OPPOSITION:  V. 9b


A.  From Satan:



1.  Ephesus was the stronghold of Satan-worship thru the cult of the goddess Diana!

2.  The great Temple of Diana and the debauchery and demonism associated with it made it a formidable mission field.

ILLUS:  The image of Diana was that of an "early space traveler" since it was supposed to have arrived from outer space and dropped on Ephesus by the god Jupiter and was now enshrined in a

temple.

Acts 19:35:


And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter?



3.  A good business of charms and images of Diana had grown up surrounding the temple.

NOTE:  We have something similar in the worship of Princess Diana today.  People can't wait for the tabloids to expose every movement, QUOTE, and activity of the deposed Princess.

4.  A crowd of wandering Jews, practicing magic, and dealing in demon possession, had a powerful hold on the people who consulted these magicians before they made any important decision.

ILLUS:  This then is God's "open door" to Ephesus!  Eager for the Gospel?  Hardly!  It was filled with superstition, demonism, heathenism, idolatry, and religious prejudice.  But it was where God wanted the Gospel planted and where He wanted Paul!



Maybe YOUR "open door" is not easy either.  But it is where God wants YOU!  Paul didn't say; "There are many adversaries, so I had better quit!"  He said:  "There are many adversaries, so I had better stay!"  He saw the adversaries as a part of the opportunities!


B.  From Sinners:

1.  There was a Jewish synagogue there, representing all the empty and ancient tradition of

the people of God in unbelief.



2.  Many trials awaited Paul there by "the lying in wait of the Jews."  Acts 20:19
3.  The silversmiths who made a good living off the trinket business associated with the

goddess Diana were also there; whom Paul, thru his preaching, nearly put out of business!

4.  The exorcising Jews had to accommodate Paul's God and began using the name of Jesus; but were shocked with the outcome.

Acts 19:15-16:


15)  And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?

16)And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

NOTE:  This is why Paul called this an "effectual" door, or door withgreat power.

CONCL:  Paul must have felt like I do when someone opens the door in invites me into their home with this greeting:  "COME ON IN, BUT BEWARE THE DOG!"  Paul had an open door, but he also had to face many threats.  He had both "OPPORTUNITIES and ADVERSARIES!"

"CHRISTIAN CELEBRITIES"  or
"UNITY IN DIVERSITY"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:10-12

THESIS:  To show that rather than Christians following after "personalities" or "celebrities" they should rally around any God-called man who is true to God's Word and his calling.

INTRO:  A.  The church at Corinth was divided along "party lines," i.e., the Paul Party, the Jesus Party, the Apollos Party, and the Peter Party!  They had made "Christian Celebrities" out of those whom God had called into the ministry.  There is no evidence that any of these God called men were happy about this.



B.  Today Christians have done the same thing.  Perhaps not in the local church (the Paul Party, the Ron Party, the Allen Party, the Doug Party), but in Christianity in general.  You have the Hylesites, the Jonesites, the Dobsonites, the MacArthurites, the Stanleyites, the Swindollites and the Ruckmanites, etc.  The tragedy is that some of these men seem to enjoy their celebrity status and fan the flames as much as possible.  Each man has a uniqueness about himself and his own personality and God intended that there be "UNITY IN DIVERSITY" not division and disharmony.

TRANS:  It is a wonderful when genuine Bible-believers can complement and compliment one another and benefit from each others' ministries so that there is no Pennachietti Party, Clark Clique, Yannizzi Yahoos, Hummel Hotshots, Hamblen Hoopers, LoTurco Listeners, Madden Ministries, Schindler Scholars, or Fedena Followers!



Paul did all he could to defuse the explosive and divisive situation in the Corinthian church, first by denouncing it in the beginning of the letter and now by promoting other men in the close of the letter.

I.  PAUL THE APOSTLE:


A.  Missionary-Evangelist and Church Planter:



1.  If anyone had anything to boast about and become a "celebrity" over, Paul did.

2.  He was first an "Apostle of Jesus Christ" to whom Jesus had show Himself after His

resurrection and ascension.

NOTE:  The only other one who saw Him after His ascension was John in Revelation.



3.  Paul was a Missionary-Evangelist who planted churches.

Eph. 4:11:


And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

ILLUS:  The term "evangelist" in NEW TESTAMENT usage would be equivalent to our present day "missionary".  It is one who evangelizes and establishes churches.


B.  Pastor-Teacher and Preacher:

1.  Paul not only established churches but became the interim Pastor-Teacher and resident

Preacher.

2.While carrying out all these functions, he also had the responsibility of "the care of all

the churches" he planted!



3.  He also acted as the Personnel Director to these churches.




a.  He recommends Timothy to the Corinthian church.  v. 10-11



b.  He invites Apollos to come there also.  v. 12
ILLUS:  Paul wanted to defuse the "party spirit" which prevailed in the church at Corinth and by inviting these brethren in he showed that he had no jealousy toward them and set the example for the church members.

II.  TIMOTHY THE TEACHER:  V. 10,11


A.  A Fellow-Worker:  v. 10

1.  Timothy was comparatively young, but was also called to the same work and ministry

as Paul (though he was not an Apostle).



2.  Paul expected them to give Timothy a warm welcome ("without fear").

ILLUS:  Paul knew something of being feared by believers.  Right after he got saved, his reputation preceded him.  His former persecution of Christians and churches even made the other Apostles fearful of him.

3.  Note the qualifying clause in v. 10b; this serves as the criteria by which a man should

be accepted.

ILLUS:  Sound doctrine and sound principles in the work of God should be the basis upon which we should support a ministry or minister of the Gospel.  Paul's repetitious use of the phrase "the faith" show how much emphasis he placed on sound doctrine.  He did not support or promote doctrinal deviants.


B.  A Respected Leader:  v. 11

1.  Paul says that in light of their harmony in the work, the believers in Corinth should

 respect him as Paul did.

2.  They are even to contribute to his support and pay his traveling expenses."conduct him forth..."



3.  They should do whatever is necessary to protect him as well.  "in peace..."



4.  The implication of "that he may come unto me" is twofold:




a.  It shows Paul's great respect for this young preacher.




b.  It implies that when Paul comes to them, Timothy may be with him.

5.  The phrase "with the brethren" is not clear; it may mean those with Timothy (Erastus and others), or those with Paul.

III.  APOLLOS THE ORATOR:  V. 12

Acts 18:24


And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.


A.  A Popular Preacher:

I Cor. 1:12-13:


12)  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13)  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

I Cor. 3:5-6:


5) Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?

6)  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

1.  Paul's invitation to Apollos to visit the church at Corinth is significant and shows that

though the Corinthians were dividing along personality lines and creating "Christian Celebrities," Paul was not jealous, nor would he diminish Apollos ministry.

2.  Paul's reference to Apollos as "our brother" further reveals that Paul was sincere in

accepting Apollos' ministry.

ILLUS:  Apollos' Christian experience and ministerial ability were inferior to that of the Apostle Paul, but there is no hint that Paul would use this against him "that the Gospel be not hindered" or lest reproach be brought upon Christ.



3.  The phrase "with the brethren" here refers to those with Apollos.


B.  A Wise Worker:

1.  He decided, perhaps because of his own popularity and the division within the church, not to come to Corinth at that time.

2.Note that even though Paul was an Apostle, he didn't order Apollos to do his bidding,

though he had the authority to do so.

3.  Every worker in the Lord's work must be wise enough and sensitive enough to the Holy Spirit to know when to go through an open door and when to say no.

ILLUS:  The decision must never be where the money is or what size the ministry may be, but only and always what is the Lord's will and what will be best for the cause of Christ.



Many modern day "evangelists" only go to large churches and charge a stated "fee" for preaching the Word.  They don't get invited here!  Many "Christian Celebrity" singers and "entertainers" do the same and they don't get invited either.

CONCL:  Praise the Lord for those gifted servants of God who don't become "puffed up" over their talents and who refuse to become "CHRISTIAN CELEBRETIES."  Thank the Lord for the "UNITY IN DIVERSITY" among those called of God who serve without jealousy and without a spirit of competition or egotism.

"AN ARMY OF ADDICTS"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:13-16

THESIS:  To show that as Christian soldiers in the Lord's army we are to be hard but loving and devoted to serving others.

INTRO:  A.  Few soldiers ever forget their Drill Sergeant in Basic Training.  He was trained to be hard, harsh, and hardy so he could duplicate himself in his troops.  He left a lasting impression on the recruits.  He barked orders night and day.  His voice was the first one heard in the morning and the last one at night.  His job was to produce "AN ARMY OF ADDICTS" – not to him, but to the task of soldiering.  He wanted them to be single minded and completely dedicated to being a soldier.



B.  Paul sounds almost like a Drill Sergeant in this passage.  He too barks some commands to those who are in the Lord's army.  Paul too was trying to produce "AN ARMY OF ADDICTS," i.e., those who would be "addicted" to the ministry...

I.  ADMONITION TO SOLDIERS:  V. 13,14


A.  Watchfulness:  "Watch ye..."

NOTE:  Each of these first four "commands" are positive imperatives, but each are also directed against an opposite condition and course of conduct.

1. So, while Christians are to be "wide awake" to their opportunities, they are also to be

vigilant against enemies or hostile influences.

2. "Guard Duty" (or Navy "watch") is a never-ending part of military life, and is a never-

ending duty of the Christian life.

a. We must constantly be alert to subtle influences and Satanic inroads into our

lives and into fundamentalism.

b. Like guard duty in the military, it is sometimes tiresome but it is always neces-

sary.

ILLUS:  We must be alert to dangers from without, e.g., false teachers, subtle temptations, etc. But perhaps more subtle are dangers from within, i.e. self-deception, weakness toward the world and our own flesh and friendship and fellowship of those who would lead us astray.

Acts 20:29-31:


29)  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

30)  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 

after them.

31)  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn

every one night and day with tears.


B.  Steadfastness:  "Stand fast in the faith..."

1. As a soldier must hold his place on the battlefield, the believer must remain un-

movable "in the faith" till he goes to heaven.

2. Every believer is placed strategically by the Commander-in-Chief, the Capt. of our

salvation, and must "stay put" till He moves him.

ILLUS:  Every time a believer gets out-of-place, it weakens the church and opens others up to unnecessary dangers.  If a soldier quits and runs a hole in the line of defense is opened and others are needlessly injured or killed.

a. The positive command here is also directed against wavering, uncertainty or

doubt.

b. We stand in the faith, not like a dead post driven into the ground, but as a

living tree with roots running deep, suggesting growth and firmness.


C.  Manliness:  "quit you like men..."



1.  Manliness suggests bravery and unflinching courage.



2.  The opposite is to be cowardly, fainthearted like women and timid like little children.

Eph. 4:13-14:


13)  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:

14)  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;


D.  Strength:  "be strong..."



1.  Believers are to be invincible as to their doctrine and consistent as to their service.



2.  The opposite is to be weak and easily defeated.

ILLUS:  The soldier in Basic Training learns to be tough, hard, "lean, and mean"!  He has to learn not to fear the enemy and to value his life and that of the others he will be defending.  He can never flinch or back down and must be aggressive towards his opponents.


E.  Love:  "with charity..."  ("en agape")

1. Paul balances the previous commands with this reminder that while we need to be

strong, manly, steadfast, and watchful, we must temper these characteristics with Christ-ian love.

2. If we take a firm stand the danger is that we will lose our love; but if we over-

emphasize our love, we may lose our stand.

ILLUS:  Jack Hyles wrote three books with titles which seek to encourage the balance we all need:  "Strength and Beauty," "Grace and Truth," and "Blue Denim and Lace."  The balance is the most difficult thing.  When I work on conviction I become mean; when I work on love I want to compromise.  When I work on strength I become harsh; when I work on beauty I become soft.  Balance is the key to the Christ-like life.  He was both meek and strong, firm and loving, powerful and gracious, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah and the Rose of Sharon, the Lord of Lords and the loving Savior!

II.  ADDICTION TO SERVICE:  V. 15,16


A.  An Example:  v. 15

1.  Paul had personally baptized the "household of Stephanas" (1:16) and they were among his first converts in Achaia ("firstfruits").



2.  They were living examples of the characteristics listed in v. 13-15.



3.  How proud Paul must have been of these first converts who had turned out so well!

ILLUS:  Every Pastor needs a few Stephanas in the church.  Those who have the qualities of a

true Christian soldier and whose main thrust is others and not self.

4.  Stephanas and his household (family and slaves) had become "addicted" to serving

 (diakonia = "ministry":  "service for service's sake, service rendered of one's own accord with an eye only to the benefit resulting for others."  -Lenski)

NOTE:  What a fantastic concept:  Ministry Addicts!  What we need is an ARMY OF ADDICTS just like this!  They were not Apostles or Prophets, nor Pastors or deacons; just simple, humble servants of Christ ministering to others.  Thank God for the Ministry Addicts in Faith Baptist Church! What a blessing they are to us and what rewards they will receive from the Savior!


B.  An Exhortation:  v. 16

1. The word for "submit" here is "hupotasso," the same word for submission used of a

wife to her husband and of the church to Christ in Eph. 5.

2. This concept means to look up to, to respect, to heed their counsel, and seek their

advice, and admonition.

NOTE:  God gives great wisdom to those who submit to Him and serve Him unselfishly.  These are to be the true leaders in the local church.  These are the folks whose service you are to respect and whose faith you are to follow.

CONCL:  Are YOU in the ARMY OF ADDICTS of those who have "addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints?"  If not, Join the Army today!  God is looking for a "few good men (and women)"!

"SPECIAL SAINTS and CHOICE CHURCHES" 

or

"THE CREAM OF THE CROP"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:17-19

THESIS:  To show that Paul appreciated and recognized some "SPECIAL SAINTS and CHOICE CHURCHES" and their respective ministries and immortalized them on the sacred pages of Holy Scripture.

INTRO:  A.  Many Christians are of the "luke warm" variety, i.e., they are saved and mostly faithful and sometimes a blessing, but others are outstanding dedicated and consistently a blessing.  These are "Special Saints" and are deserving of special recognition.



B.  Most fundamental churches are sound in doctrine, but not very aggressive, have very little impact on their community and are not doing anything which causes anyone to notice much.  Others are aggressive, militant, and are making an impact in their area and nearly everyone is aware of their ministry.  These are "Choice Churches" and are deserving of honor.

TRANS:  As Paul closes his letter to the Corinthian church, he singles out some "SPECIAL SAINTS and CHOICE CHURCHES" and immortalizes them on the sacred pages of Holy Scripture with special recognition and honor.  These are "THE CREAM OF THE CROP"...

I.  SUPPLYING:  V. 17


A.  Stingy Saints:



1.  If you or your church is going to be recognized by name in Script. you would certainly

hope it would be positively, not negatively.

2.  Apparently the Corinthian church didn't do all it could have done to be a blessing to

Paul ("that which was lacking on your part").

3.  They had the same opportunity to be a blessing to Paul as others, but they had failed.

ILLUS:  They didn't respect his Apostolic authority, didn't appreciate his ministry to them (he founded their church), and thus didn't seize the opportunity to be a blessing to him and to others they could have been.  Soon he would be gone and the opportunity would also be gone...forever!  The moral is, do what you can, while you can, tomorrow may be too late!


B.  Generous Givers:

1. We can only conjecture what it was that Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaius 

brought to Paul.

2. It could have been needed funds, books, supplies or ?...; some have even suggested it

could have been their fellowship.

a. The point is that they were sensitive, special saints, who made it a point to see

what was needed and supplied the need.

b. Paul reveals here that any saint can be "special" if they hone the gift of 

hospitality, mercy, giving, etc. imparted by the Holy Spirit.

NOTE:  Rom. 12 lists the permanent service gifts for the NEW TESTAMENT age.  They are preaching, ministry, teaching, exhorting, giving, ruling (administration), and mercy (meeting others' needs).  It is interesting that every one benefits others and is directed to people and their needs, not to things (buildings, buses, books, etc.).

II.  REFRESHING:  V. 18


A.  Ministry:

NOTE:  The word "refreshed" means to relax from working, to take a break, to experience a needed pause.



1.  The need for spiritual refreshment:




a.  Everyone needs a "break" from routine, a vacation, a diversion.




b.  Jesus told his disciples to "come ye apart...and rest awhile..."

Mk. 6:31:


And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while:  for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.

ILLUS:  Sometimes it is not just getting away from people, but certain people  Sometimes it is not just getting away from work, but certain work.  It is not rest but refreshment from routine.



2.  The means for spiritual refreshment:

a.  It can be Script., prayer, fellowship with others (as here) or just following Jesus'

example and getting alone.




b.  Sometimes our spiritual batteries just need recharging.



3.  The results of spiritual refreshment:

a. Depression gives way to cheerfulness; weariness gives way to vigor; Slug-

gishness gives way to enthusiasm; doubt gives way to confidence and inefficiency gives way to success.

b. Thank God for the Stephanas and company in our lives who provide the "re-

freshment" we need; they are "Special Saints" indeed!


B.  Recognition:  "therefore acknowledge ye them that are such..."



1.  Paul's principle elsewhere applies here: "Honor unto whom honor is due..." Rom. 13:7


2.  Paul singles out these "Special Saints" for a singular honor, i.e., to be forever included

in God's Word!

III.  SALUTING:  V. 19

NOTE:  The word salute is not a military term here, but an affectionate one meaning to embrace.  This is no cold salutation, but a warm and affectionate one.  The phrase "in the Lord" deals our earthly service, whereas "in Christ" speaks of our heavenly position.


-Oliver Greene


A.  Churches:

1.  The NEW TESTAMENT emphasis is always on local churches, though the concept of the "universal" church is also presented.

2.  But since the "universal" church never holds a meeting, baptizes anyone, etc. it is not

a practical reality till the rapture, when everyone who is saved, from Pentecost till the "voice of the archangel" assembles "in the air" to meet the Bridegroom.

3.  Paul is writing from Ephesus, the capital city of Asia and since he is resp. for "the care

of all the churches" he speaks on their behalf and sends a warm greeting to the fellow believers in Corinth.

ILLUS:  There were no "associational meetings," Christian camps, conferences, workshops, seminars, etc. where Christians could gather, so fellowship was rare and thus very important to believers in the churches.  Most cities had only one local church.  There was no "church hopping" or "church shopping" in NEW TESTAMENT times.  You couldn’t shop for a different theology or denomination, there were none!  To change your home church you had to move your home.


B.  A Church:

1.  Acquila and Pricilla were former members of the church at Corinth, so Paul sends

special greetings from them.



2.  Paul had made his home with them when he first went to Corinth.

ILLUS:  What choice churches and church members we have mentioned in this passage!  Here are sweet and special saints.  Stephanas was Paul's first Greek convert and proved to be a faithful and fruitful worker.  A. and P. were special saints who opened their home and hearts to Paul and to establish another church in Ephesus.  They were more concerned over the church than over their carpet!  More interested in their Christian friends than their furniture!  More focused on Christ than their new chariot!!!

CONCL:  Would YOU be listed as a "SPECIAL SAINT" if you had lived in Paul's day?  Or would you be a stingy saint instead of a generous giver?  Would our church be listed among the "CHOICE CHURCHES" or the carnal churches (like Corinth)?  We have the freedom to make that choice!

"A POINTED and POWERFUL CONCLUSION" or

"KISSES and CURSES"

TEXT:  I Cor. 16:20-24

THESIS:  To show that the loving Apostle Paul never lost the balance between affection and discipline for the Corinthian saints.

INTRO:  A.  It was love that motivated Paul to pen this first epistle to the Corinthian Church. But it was not just love for them, but love for the Lord.  Paul never lost his perspective nor did he allow his personal affection for believers to cloud his loyalty and love for the Lord.


B.  He maintains this delicate balance in "A POINTED and POWERFUL CONCLUSION" to his first epistle to the Corinthians.  Here he speaks of both "KISSES and CURSES" - as we shall see...

I.  A CLOSENESS:  V. 20


A.  Long-range Unity:  "...all the brethren greet you"



1.  Wherever we are we are always a part of a larger family of believers.



2.  Those with Paul sent their greetings to their spiritual brethren.


B.  Close-up Unity:  "Greet ye one another..."

1.  Paul began this epistle addressing the disunity and division existing at Corinth within the church body.



2.  He closes assuming that his epistle had some impact on that division.

ILLUS:  Often the preacher feels that his messages are having little or no impact on the congregation, but he must assume that over the long haul, hearts will change, wills will yield, attitudes will be corrected, new commitments will be made and revival will come.

NOTE:  The "holy kiss" was always men with men and women with women only.  It was an Eastern custom and a carry over from Judaism and became an action of Christian endearment to stress love and unity.  Catholicism has perverted this into the priest kissing the crucifix and then everyone else in turn kissing it.

II.  A CLOSING:  V. 21


A.  Personal Salutation:  "...me Paul"

B.  Authentic Salutation:  "...mine own hand"

NOTE:  Forgeries of Paul's epistles were already beginning to circulate in the early church, so Paul made it a practice that, even though he used an amanuensis or secretary to pen his epistles, he would personally sign them.

III.  A CHOICE:  V. 22a


A.  Hypocrites in the Church:

1. Paul seems to be alluding to those in the Corinthian church who were members, but

unsaved.

2. No one should force or coerce anyone into salvation or into church membership who

does not evidence a love for the Lord; it is their choice.

3. His instruction here implies that believers ought to have enough spiritual discernment

to detect the true from the false.

4. Those who were creating division within the church were to be severely dealt with and

treated "as a heathen man and a publican."  Mt. 18:18
ILLUS:  Instead of practicing biblical church discipline today, churches allow the unsaved to join the church to build numbers and then neglect to deal with them and their divisive actions. A biblical (and baptist) distinctive is that only born-again people should be permitted to join a church, i.e. those who give a credible profession of faith in Christ.  There is no doubt that many church splits could have been avoided if church discipline was practiced.

IV.  A CONDEMNATION:


A.  "Anathema!"



1.  The word means "accursed" or "condemned"; here is the "curse" in our title.



2.  If a person doesn't love the Lord, his end is certain:  accursed.



3.  It is as if Paul is saying that if a person rejects Christ he can "go to hell!" and he will!

ILLUS:  Our problem is that we often like to sugar-coat everything and not be to harsh.  We like to give people the "benefit of the doubt" concerning their salvation.  If they are "religious" or moral our attitude is to leave them alone, hoping that their religiosity or morality will somehow prevail and they will end up in heaven.

V.  A CERTAINTY:  V. 22c


A.  "Maranatha!"



1.  This is an Aramaic word which means "The Lord is coming!"

2.  Just as a person who loves not the Lord is condemned, he will also be judged when

Christ shows up.

Heb. 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

ILLUS:  Paul echoes the teaching of Script. that all humanity is divided into only two camps, the saved ("brethren") and the lost (those who "love not the Lord Jesus Christ").  When Christ comes the saved will receive their rewards and the lost will be consigned to eternal damnation.

Rev. 22:12


And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Rev. 20:15


And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

NOTE:  This not only sounds harsh, it is harsh.  But this is Bible!  This is why we need to redouble our efforts to reach the lost, before they burn in hell-fire!  God has made us responsible to reach them and will hold us accountable if we do not.

VI.  A COMBINATION:


A.  God's Grace:  v. 23

1. Paul closes on a positive note, just apositioning God's wrath against sinners with God's

grace for the saved.

2. All that blood-washed sinners don't deserve is supplied without merit through God's

grace.

3. If we had not accepted Christ we would be the recipients of God's wrath instead of

God's grace.


B.  Christian Love:  v. 24



1.  Paul sends his personal love to all the saints in Corinth.

2.  He closes the epistle of rebuke and correction with an assurance that even though he has been pointed in rebuking their sin, he still loves them.

ILLUS:  Every act a church performs should be done in Christ's love.  Discipline is never something we do TO a person, but something we do FOR a person.  We may not be able to fellowship with someone based upon their backslidden condition, but we cannot cease to love them and we should do whatever we can to restore them.

CONCL:  Paul opened this epistle with God's grace and his love and now closes on the same note. All that he has said by way of rebuke and correction has been for their good and God's glory. Every principle and teaching in this epistle is applicable to our church in this day!  Every doctrine and precept should be personally and corporately applied.



Paul has pointed out personal and church problems and offered solutions, rebukes and exhortations.  May each of us apply them to our lives.  This epistle is not just written for some distant church in the distant past, but for our church and every Christian living today.  It is a part of God's inspired revelation, the Bible!  Here is truly "A POINTED and POWERFUL CONCLUSION" to a practical and personal letter.  Learn it and live by it.

